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November 6, 1972

professor Charles R. Wright

The Annenberg School of Communications
University of Pennsylvania '
3620 Walnut Street o
'Philadelphia, Pa. 19104

Dear Profeséor Wwright:

Charlie Glock mentioned'that you had been in touch. Perhaps 1 could fill~
you in on my present situation and plans. I'm in the midst of my dissertation
work. The title is "Political Sophistication and Political Attitudes in Mass

~Publics." It deals_with_thedretical and metliocdological problems that come .
‘up when working with the large low-interest and IOvanowledge_segments-of g

" mess samples. The thesis itself does not deal with the question of persuasi-
bility and mass communications but I intend to tie that issue in. in later

" pesearch. I am also employed &s the sole staff member for za new faculty

- committee called the Mass Communications Project. the task of twis group is
to put together an ideal course program in mass communications and to test

- out the feasibility_of such a program'at Berkeley. Charlie and FPercy
Tannenbaum are both involved in the project.. : '

My plans are to finish the thesis this summer and work pretty much full-time .

as a post-doc on the project-here'next yéar doing some teaching and ressarche.

80 it is the T4-5 school year and thereafter with which I'm primarily concerned.
1 guess my preference -is to get 2 job on the west coast. But I'm just not

sure how easy it would be to work that out. - :

Charlie got the impression that you were interested -in more than the T3%-T4
school year and if that is the case pernaps we'could talk a bid about_if.

1 can be reached here at the project at 415 642 277% or, of course by mail

ot the above address. I'm enclosing a vita which might give you a little bit
better idea of what I have been up to. ' ' '

I'm looking forward to hearing from you.

S Sincerely,

7 '
@/v /‘,;%7’7 o

W. Russell Neuman



Research .

A Social 301ence Research Coun01l grant for unéergraduate research at Cornell,
1966— I designed a "piggy-back" study which was part of . a larger study of '
racial attitudes in Rochester N.Y. A factor analysis of the 30 political
'oplnlon itens resulted 1n the paper- "Problng the leeral Conservative Contin-
uum, ™ : o

A National Association of'Broadoasters'grant for research on the level of
recall of television news supported a small- phone sample of Bay Area
residents in 1971. I designed the study,-superv1sed the data collection and -
did the analysis which resulted in the paper: "Exploring the Impact of Tele-" '
vision News," . which is now ﬁnder review for publlcatlon._u . '
I've done statlstlcal computer programmlng and ana1y31s and. also gome question-
naire design and interviewing for over a dozen progeotsaraﬂglng in subject '
matter from market research and hotel administration %o political science,
sociology and chemistry. I did most of that work at Cornell as a means of
working my way through school.. .The longer-term jobs are listed in the Cur-.
riculum Vitae. ' R ' '

I wrote =z prospectus for a: Nass Communlcatlons Project at Berkeley.and sube _

mitted it to Vice Chancellor Christianson's group on educational development. e

The idea was to put together a faculty commltbee_to design,on paper) ideal course .
- programs (undergraduate‘and graduate) in mass communications and society and

to test out the potential of the programswith a few experimental courses ‘and

extensive discussions with students, faculty and ‘the adminietration. The pros-— . -

pectus was approved in July, 1972 and the experimental program was funded and:

is underwﬂy under the direction of Percy H. Tannenbaum. I am working part=- ~time -
~on the proaect and contlnulns as well to work on the SRG Political Allenatlon

Projeci.

'Hy dissertation work focuses on a secondary analysis of a number of polttioal
attitude studies on file at SRC's data library with an empha51s on data now
being collected by the Social Indicators -Project. :

Teaching

My primary teaching experience has been as a TA in a total of four sections

of introductory sociology. I worked with two professors, Hurn and Hammond,

and both allowed TA's a great deal of freedom. I have also given guest lectures
in socioclogzy and mass communications research on this campus and was. involved

in teaching a methodology seminar at Brookings.

e



' GURRICULUM VITAE

Born: June 25, 1945 . ' S E
Married: . June 4, 1967, one child, born:lQ?l_

Educatlon-
BA, Cormell Uhlver51ty, June 1967, major° polltlcal sczence, minor: socmology._
hﬂ, Univesity of Califormia, Berkeley, Spring, 1969, Departzent of Sociology
currently Pnb candxdaie at Universxty of Californla, Berkeley, Department of aociolouJ

Work Experlence.
1962-63% Ster Broadcastzng, Rochester, N.Y.. survey 1nterview1no

1964 .. J.A. Ward, merketlng and Oplnion Research. data analy51s, field work
: supervision. '
1964~-67 ~Humsn Ecology Prozect. Cornell Medieel Scheo com mputer prog rammlrs,
' data analysis. - .
1966 Senator Roberd Kemnedy's office, Washington D. G..-nubllc oplnlon research.
1967 The Prookings Institution, Tashington, De G.: computer programmings

1969—70 " Department of Sociology, University of Callfornle, Berkeley. teachln;
~assistant in introductory sociologye. :
'f197le- Social Indicaiors Progect,.Survey Research. Center, Berkeley. research
- - assigbant.
1972~  Mass Cﬂrﬂunlcations “rogect, Univer51ty of Californla, Berkeley- '
' research speclallet. _

PIOfeSSlOEal Assoclatlons._
American Sociological Association
American Political Science Association
Ameriean Aseociation Tor Publlc Onlnion Researeh

Unpubliehed Work-' ' v R
%4 Qourse Outline in Gomparatlve Public Opinton" 1971
"Latency, Specificity end. Affect in Attitude Reeearch“'1969
fynat Ever Happened 1o Mass Society Theory™ 1971
#ohe Methodology is the lessage: pluralist versus pcwer elite 1nterpretat10ns
of American poiities! 1971 - - . '
"Path AnalysisS....Just another rultivariate'technique" 1970
"Duylic Cpinion Trends and the War in Vietnam' 1969 '
#Probing the leeral-conservatxve Gontlnuum" 1968 .
Published Works: ' ' - : : o
_'—-*e‘ﬁﬁxplorlng the Impact of Television News" (currently under review for publicetion)
‘= WDeveloping Social Indicators of Politiecal Alienation" paper read &t the
American oociologxcal Association neetings, Hew Orleans, 1972. ' '
~ .
Research in Progrese. ' Co __' S _
PhD diesert“tion°”Pollt1cal Sophlst;cation&7PolitieaL“Attitudes in Mass Publics"

T R e e = A . [ e =



. Honors.& Awards: - - o R R
Jr, Honors in Political Science, Cornell Umiversity =
Regents and Cornell University Scholarships o
- Pord Sperial Career Fellowship, UC Berkeley o
 National Science Foundation Traineeship, UC Berkeley

" Arthur I, Stincheombe, Chairman, Department of Sociology,-University-of Califoria,
. : _— ' I S o . Berkeley
Charles Y. Globk,~Prcfessor, Department of Sociology, University of California,
' ' IR ' ' ' . Berkeley

o Meirill'Shanks, Director, Survéy Research Center, University of California, Berkeiéy
Perey Tannenbaum, Director,_mass Communications'?rejéct,.UniverSity of California,
. _ o ' S o : : - Berkeley -



16 Hovember 1372

W. Bussell Hegman

Mass Coumunications Progect
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DERKEIRY
Berkeley, Californla S4720

Bear ¥r. ﬁm hany

i‘kmﬁa you £nr yeur legtey and v:&ta. i am forwardiog them to ﬁéaé— Getbasr
For his iﬁ%'m%m :

Plaaﬁe ké@@ wg informed sbout your prégress and any cheuges in ﬁlﬂﬁﬁc And
either Dean Qorbner or I will be in touch with you if anything develops at
. this end. .

I enelose o recent fopy of our Bulletin for your information.

Best regmrds to Charles Glock and Perey Tannenbaum.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁh&ﬁes R. Wright
Frofegsor of Communications and swiamgm P
Chai raan, mtwval Frogram {n Com Lakiong

Enes  Bal tetiﬁ

‘eo;  Bean Gerbner<
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| 'a;'—;_s; wIL  Nevember 15, 1972

xm ﬁi mﬁ W .

: slcstiony mm: :
University of Califoraia, Berkeley

- Barkelay, g&:iiﬁm&a %?QE?

Tear Myl ﬁ&mﬁ: ;

Frofesser Charien B. Wright mﬁsmﬁ o me your leétter of Novesber
fwen thouph you say be prisasily juterested in & position smrtiag in
197475, for us it ig vot t0d estly to explove snd possibly even s%aaiée
about appointments that year. ‘fiwmigmi 1 would sppreciste 1t 1f you
wopld send we the Cwo papers 1isted under "Dublished Vork,”™ and as wmony
of ths wopublished papers o wight be mii&&i& ami would give us @
mli*a‘mﬁ viw aﬁ your: iﬂtﬁmﬁﬁ-

‘m; miﬁ be haipfui ig m émk& we@w tm@ mﬁggigh within the next
g <o m&ﬁi ;

i wiﬁ be in the Bay Aves in g&ﬁy mﬁm, _aa& w migiﬁ: aim for a mmi
wigit 2k thet Bime 1E intarents snd Qmiiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%m mﬁ&h eur ma,
sad 1L we san ﬁn& 8 Mﬁﬁﬁ? convan ;mt Eime. ,

I o m&iming a copy of m mt | 1 4 For ym informatio

_ smﬁmly ym,

Grkog o Ceorge ﬁ&rbm‘;, o .
- AR iﬁfefeam ﬂf smmatim
: S m& ﬁ%ﬁ : '



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERK

BERKELEY * DAVIS » TRVINE * LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

MASS COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

Hovember 24, 1972

Professor George Cerbner
‘Annenberg School of Communications
3620 Walnut Street ’
University of Pennsylkvania
Philadelphia, Pa. 19104

Dear Professor Gerbner:

I have rounded up and enclosed a few of my papers. I guess they would give
you an idea of what I have been working on over the last few years. Recently,
of course, 1 have been concentrating on my thesis on the measurement of
political sophisitication, The thesis itself is not stricily in the domain

of comnmunication research but it is my intention to follow the thesis work

up with research under the rubric of social indicators of mass communication.

I am interested in developing reliable over-time measures of what proportion
of the citizenry really understand and/or take an interest in political events.

I would like very much $¢ $alk with you about the wofk you have been doing

in this fie¢ld with Larry Gross. I'd like to take a look at the NIMH grant

‘propesal if it is available and any other interim documents that you might

pass On. ‘

I'm looking forward to meeting you when you pass through the Bay Area;
Sincerely,

Ay

Russ Neuman



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFGRNIA, BERKELEY

BERKELEY » DAVIS « IRVINE * LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

MASS COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720
June 14, 1973

Professor George Gerbner

Annenberg School of Communications
3620 Walnut Street '
Philadelphia Pa. 19104

Tear Professor Gerbner,

T was unable to make it to the AAPOR meetings this year and regretfully
missed the chance finally to sit down and talk with you a Wbit.

My plans for the T3-T4 academic year worked out as I had hoped and I will

be in Berkeley working with Percy on the Mass Communications Project seb-
ting up some new coursework and finishing my dissertation. Incidentally,

I do not recall if I had included my dissertation prospectus with the papers
I sent to you originaslly so I am including a copy nov.

Tt seems that in the near Future at’ieast, I will not be traveling east.

So I wanted to get & note to you to re-open lines of communication, reaffirm
my interest in Annenberg and check with you %o see if you or perhaps one of
your célleagues would be passing through the Bay Area soon.

I am, as I had mentioned to you, especially interested in hearing of any
further developments on the Cultural Indicators Project. I hope all is going

well, Looking forward tc hearing from you.
Sincerely,
m _— ,’L//(/ M@gf 4 7 ‘
JU“ » W. Russell Neuman

, t'/, :



Jume 75, 1973

Wr, . Russell Neumsn
. Uoiversity of ¢Californis
: Bexk&l_ayg Califoraia 94720

Dear M. ﬂ&m&*

'i‘%mxic you fﬂ: ym 1et:tex of June 14 and the thesis pxaspaem I
also couldn't m it to AAPOR. :

1 am enclosing & copy 9£ T Qu}.mml Indicators grant rml
proposal which mmdeea & a&xagmss x&g&wta -

Your thesis gmg&g&m ta is&t&s:ming and ai%tﬂeaat,. In fmt, if
you would recast this into an axticle of about 20 psges (double apaced) and
give it an explicit commnications €ramework (which is appropriate to the
problem but neot developed in this draft), I would Like to consider 1L fox
an sarly lssve of the Jourusl of Cou ation which ¥ will edit (in a wew
form m;; direction) kﬁgmmg m&; "?ia&sa Iet me know Lf you would like
to 4 that,

aiié lei: us heep m fouch.,

smﬁxaiy YOUrg,

S - _Gaéma Gerbney,

66/ ip S : - Professor of f:amicatxm
- : ' o and Dean _

Euocs.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

© SANTA BAHBARA * SANTA CRUZ .

BERKELEY * DAVIS * JRVINE » LOS ANCELES » REVERSIDE * SAN DIEGQ * SAN FRANCISCO

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY o - 2607 HEARST AVENUE
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

March 6, 1974

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Mr. Russell Heuman has asked me to submit a letter of recommendation
to his general file at the Department of Sociology, University of California
' Berkeley campus. Although | have some personal misgivings about such general
letters of recommendation, | am happy to do-so in this case because | regard
Mr. Neuman as an individual deservsng of cons:derat:on for any position appro-
priate to his training and interests.

| have know Russell Neuman for the better part of two years, mostly”
in my capacity as chairman of the Mass Communlcations PrOJect on the Berkeley
campus. This undertaking was mostly started on Mr. Neuman's initiative when
he solicited the support of the’ administration and a critical group of faculty
members. He has served as the main staff of the project for the past two years,
taking the major responsibility for running a student advising service, prepar-
ing and updating interdepartmental course lists, initiating a faculty seminar
series, and overseeing some experimental efforts at self-paced instruction. In
addition, he has participated actively in the deliberations of the faculty com-
mittee of the project which was charged with examining and selecting among dif~
ferent options available for organizing a systematic program of study and research
i in the communication area on the Berkeley campus. He has performed all these
activities with dispatch, competence, and has dnsplayed a good admsnistrat(ve
sense in accommodatlng the .various. deta:!s. .

"1 . do not have too much first-hand lnformation on Mr. Neuman's ability
as a scholar and teacher of sociclogy and political science, his main areas of
_ ~ professional specialization. However, | have discussed a wide range of research
+-  with him and from these exchanges ! have the lmpressnon of a competent, informed
scholar, able to grapple with most of the pressing intellectual issues in the
areas of his particular interest. Just how broad these interests are is diffi-
cult for me to ascertain, mainly due to the particular foci of our discussions.
Slmllarly, while | have not seen too much evidence of a truly innovative mind,
‘this is probably more a reflection of his limited opportunlty to engage in such
: actnv:ty than of limitations in ab|lity as such. . '

e

L4

e,



! have found Mr. Neuman a most personable and responsible individual
to work with, and | expect these are qualities he would carry with him into
He is concerned and involved with campus activities and is
particularly sensitive to problems of student needs and demands. | have only
the best of reports on his dealing with students in his. capacity of runnlng
our advisory service, again providing indirect testlmony for an able and . in-

the classroom.

volved lnstructor..

in short, | feel confldent in recommending Mr. Neuman on personal

and professional grounds.

My main qualification would be the nature of the

position for which he is being considered -- in a case like his, perhaps more

so than is generally true,

- believe there should be a close match between

his particular areas of training and the specific tasks he will be expected
to perform. Whatever the position, | believe he will be a responsible and com=
petent colieague, dedicated to both teachlng and research w:th the proper

motivation.

'PHT:h}

L e

Percy H. Tannenbaum
Professor, Graduate School of Pubi;c Policy
Director, Mass Communications Project
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SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER = - - ‘ BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

7 '8 March 1974
CONFIDENTTAL '

i
TO: Whom it May Concern

FROM: Merrill Shanks

SUBJECT: William Russell Neuman

I have known Russ Neuman for three years, both as a member
"of the committee for his Ph.D. qualifying examination, and
as an employer and supervisor for his work as a research
assistant at the Survey Research Center. During this time,
I have come to know and appreciate the remarkable scope and
depth of his prepafation in political sociology and public
opinion. In addition, he is an extraordinarily careful
and creative data analyst, and his contribution to the
Center's work in the area of political alienation has been
most impressive. I should say that his great strength lies
in a careful preparation and execution rather than in truly
original or -creative insight, but the latter gift is of

- course extremely rare in academic life. I recommend Russ
without hesitation for either a teaching position in a

. _ : . major university or as a research associatée in a social

R R science institute. ' '

errill Shanks |
Assistant FProfessor
Department of Political
- §cience, and-

'Director, Survey
Research Center



U}\LL\.LER‘SITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

BERKELEY » DAVIS « IRVINE » LOS ANGELES = RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO

DEPARTMENT OF S0CIOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720

January 20, 1975

To whom it may concern:

. Mr. Russell Neuman tells me that your department is considering
him for an appointment and has asked that I write this letter on his
behalf. - ' ' '

T have had Neuman in a survey analysis seminar, was on his orals
_examination committee, and am also serving on his dissertation commit-
tee. I am also on a faculty committee on mass communications with
which Neuman is associated as Executive Secretary. C

Neuman impressed me originally in the aforementioned seminar by -
writing an imaginative paper demonstrating a potential for using
factor analysis in an analytically fresh way through investigating

. how factor structures vary within population sub-groups.

. Neuman's dissertation alsc seems to me imaginatively conceived.:
" The notion of comparing the explanatory power of different paradignms
of political functioning through secondary analysis and in a system-
atic way is a good one and while trying it is not unique to Neuman ,
the approach he is taking seems fresh and new and promising.

e

' o h Neuman has done a good administrative job for the mass communica—
tions committee and has again shown his creativity through conceptual—
izing and organizing the execution of some imaginative teaching modules.

'On a personal. level, he is easy to get along with, sensitive, and
the kind of person who would be outgoing in giving of his time and .
energy to students. I think he will make an excellent teacher although
this judgment is based only on listening to him address SRC colloquia.

Y )
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To sum up, Neuman is very capable and has the quélifications to
perform ably in a distinguished department. I believe him to be very
worthy of your consideration for an appointment.

Cordially,

. ; . AV
o harles Y.VGlock '

[od

Professor of Sociology

~ CYG3jb
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UNIVERSFFYCH?CAlJFORNiA,BERKELEY'

SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

BERKFELEY *» DAVIS + IRVINE * LOS ANCELES + BIVERSIDE .* SAN DIEGQO * SAN FRANCISCO

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 943720

January 24; 1975

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Russell Neuman's dissertation is on a central topic in the social
psychology of politiecs, the effects of political sophistication,
I think it will be a classic in this field. It combines an excellent
critidque of the literature and development of a theory from this
critidque with a thorough reanalysis of data from about a half dozen
studies that are classics in this field.

- The major innovations in the theoretical part of the dissertation.
are the clear placement of political sophitication as an interaction
or "specification” or "intensifying' variable, causing the slopes of
" the relationships between social and political background causes and
" behavioral effects. From this point of view, many of the difficulties
- and debates in the literature are cleared up, the existing empirical
-results are neatly summarized, and the theoretical section leads
naturally to the reanalysis that he proposes of the classic studies.
"I would say these were the best theoretical treatment of political
sophlstlcatlon in the llterature.

In the reanalysis, Neuman has had to confront the problem of .
making the results of different studies, with different numbers and
efficiencies of measures of those variables, comparable with each other.
Particularly factor analysis, which he uses to determine the number
of dimensions of political sophitication; is highly sensitive to such _

"method differences" between studies, His modifications of traditional
. factor analysis procedures to fit the substantive and methodological
problem he is confronted with are intelligent, and show a deep under~
~ standing of the problems and characteristics of the method., The study .
of interaction effects, so that predictors of political behavior have
stronger effects among more sophisticated people, is also subject to
difficulties of this kind, and Neuman's understanding of the analysis
~of covariance and other relevant techniques for this problem is
profound enough to enable him to modify traditiomnal procedures in-
sensible ways to get the meat ouL of the data.

*

maw

Neuman knows the literature on the. subject thoroughly, remembers
the facts as well as the ideas from that llterature, analyzes the
problems with theoretical sophistication, and is sufficiently talented
methodolowlcally to allow the substantive problems to dominate the
method rather than the reverse, which is not very common with complex
methods of the kind appropriate to his difficult empirical problems.

L}
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The range of data he is brining under the same theoretlcal and empirical
framework will make this the widest~ranging and most solid study of the
subject in the literature. The theoretical sophistication of the analysis
'will, in my opinion, make most of the previous literature archaic.

In short, this is a very important dissertation for political sociology.

Neuman's other competences are mainly in the field of mass
communications, where he shows the same sort of wide-ranging command
of the literature, theoretical sophistication, and methodological aculty,
though perhaps to a slightly smaller degree.

I would judge that he will continue to do the sort of work that
makes his dissertation so good, and that it will show the same general
pattern of how it fits into a scholarly career, Each piece of work is
so thoroughly done that the rate of production is relatively slow--he
has been working relatively steadily on political sophistication for
three years—but what comes ocut at the end has no fluff in it——each
- sentence is carefully related to the theoretical problem and to the
relevant. factual evidence, So the slow production is, like the slow
production of a Rolls, compensated for by the durability of the product.

I would judge him a valuable colleague and tedcher. . He has worked
successfully with a wide variety of researchers on the Berkeley campus.
He has worked hard on helping formulate curricular innovations in the
area of mass communications for the Berkeley campus, He is a thoroughly
professional scholar, and thoroughly professional in his relation to
the respomnsibilities as a member of the university community,

Sincerely,

_./’I “ \N—:’

- . '  _ h Lo Arthur L. Stimche
B T Professor

AlS:re : -

s



© SUBJECT:  FEvaluation of W, Russell Neuman
. et ‘ ; 211 Neuman

CFROM: Herbeft McClosky;’Profeséor of Political Science and Research
. Psychologist, Survey Research Center, University of California,
Berkeley BRI :

This is to call attention to the qﬂalificatiohs of Russell Neuman, who
will be completing his Ph.D, this year and will be seeking employment begin-

- -ping next fall,

I have known Neuman for over two years, He has been the senior research
assistant on our Social Indicators project at the Survey Research Center and
has had special responsibility for the research on both political alienation

“and political ideology. I have therefore had numerous opportunities to ob-
serve and talk with him, As our research assistant, he has worked closely
with me and other senior investigators on the design of questionnaires, the
formilation of questions, the development of new measures and new item for-
‘mats, the selection of samples, the construction of new scales and indices,
computer programming, and data processing and analysis. He has also under-

" taken reviews of the research literature, prepared research meroranda, and

contributed in numerous larger and smaller ways to the research design and
outecome, Although he was nominally a research assistant, his actual role was
that of a junior research collaborator rather than an "assistant', . In other

. words, he made independent contributions to the research product sufficient
_to warrant his being listed as a joint author om several of the papers Or mon-

ographs that will be forthcoming from the research.

: As the foregoing suggests, Russ Neuman is a mature graduate student with

" unusually developed research skills and a broad-ranging knowledge of both the

techniques and- substance of research in political sociology. He is as familiar

" “with the theoretical materials of political socioclogy as with the empirical and

'methodologlcal features of research in that area. He is highly intelligent,
intellectually curious to an extraordinary degree, hard-working and professicn-
ally dedicated, a man who reads everything that bears on the areas of his in-
terest, and one who has aChLEVEd comrand over all of the elements demanded by
the scholarly calling

Neuman's 1nterest in polltical SOClOlOgY has taken him as deePIy into p0a
1itical science as sociology, and he is equally at home in both fields., The
intellectual questions on which he focuses are appropriate to both and he is,
- In-my opinion, qualified to teach and do research in either field, His know-
ledge of the field of public opinion is equal or superior to that of any grad-
‘uate student in political science I have known, and he is equally well- versed
in such subjects as elite versus mass politics, political attitude formation
and change, the effects of political awareness and sophistication on political
belief and action, the role of the media and other communication processes in
the formation and acceptance of pelitical belief, In addition, his knowledge
of computer procedures and capacity for data analysis are well beyond those of
.. even our better tfained graduate students.
: Neuman's personality and style are also estimable. He is articulate, clear-
. headed, warm and personable, and has proven a generous, fine, cooperative col-
league, He is patient, solicitous, intellectually and personally lively, de-
pendable, responsible -- qualities which, together with his high intelligence
and grasp of subject matter, should make him an outstanding teacher. The re-
po}ts he has given to our research group on the various matters for which he
had responsibility were invariably lucid, thoughtful, well-constructed, and 7
effective. He also writes clearly and with respect for the requirements of - -

the English language. Since he is a man of the highest intellectual seriousness,

I have every reason to believe that he will prove am. outstanding teacher,-a
contributor to knowledge, and an excellent colleague,

in

3



UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 10104

Depariment of Psychiatry T RENEE C, Fox
200 Piersol Building L _ Professor of. Sociology

7 March 1975

Prof. Charles Wright
220 Amnenberg School

Dear Chafles:

I wonder whether Mr. Neuman may be of
interest to the Annenberg School.

Please return the d0351er when vou are
finished w1th it,

" Best,

Harold J. Bershady
Chairman,
Recruitment Commlttee



YﬁlC UﬂiVCf Sity New Haven, Connecticut 06520

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
Box 1965 Yale Station

November 14, 1979

Professor George Gerbner
Annenberg School of Communications

University of Pennsylvania L ) giﬂwﬁfm@ .
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 KL)%be ,
A

Dear George:

I understand a search is underway at Annenberg again this year.
I thought I would write a note to indicate that I remain interested
in the possibility of a position there and I would like my file to
be considered an active one.

I will send along an updated vita and a few papers shortly.

Since¥oly,

ATt

W. Russell Neuman
Assistant Professor

WRN:mem
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Hovenbey 20, 1979

Prof. W. Bussall ¥auman
Pepartment of Sociology
Tale University

Box 1965 Yale Station
Hew Haven, 0T 06520

Dear Fuss:
Thank you for vour letter of November 14, 1979 expressingyinterest
in our faculty opening.

All inquiries wlll be processed by the faculty personnel o
commitiee in the coming weeks. We shall be in touch with vou
again as soon as the commitrtee decides on the next step.

Sinceraly yours,

George Gerbner
?rafessar of fommunications
and Desan

G mh
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_ Box 1365 Ysle Station
- Wew Havené GE 66528

- Dear Russ.'

_ evieuing potential candidates for our faculty
‘position. The "updated vita and a few papers”

Jayuayy 17, 1980

,ﬁiﬁﬁféssor W.. Bugsell Neuman

Department of Soclology
Yale University

The faculty comﬁittee is in the process of

indicated in your letter of November 14 have mnot

yet arrived. TFlesse let me know 1f something
‘might have gone astray, or if you still intend to

sené thea‘_

Best regards,

Sincerely yours,

George Gerbner
Professor of Cﬂmmunicatiﬁns
and ﬁgan

GGrab



YQ.IC UniVCI Sity New Haven, Connecticut 06 j_zo

INSTITUTION FOR SOCIAL AND POLICY STUDIES

16A Yale Station (111 Prospect Street)

CHARLES E. LINDBLOM, Director
Sterling Professor of Economics and Political Science

{203) 436-0098 . ff“"
[fei/
February 14, 1980 k;;gf/j

. Professor George Gerbner
Annenbera School of Communications
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 19104

Dear Professor Gerbner:

Russ Neuman has asked me to give you an evaluation of him. I
am alad to do this. I have seen a good deal of him in our ISPS
work here at Yale, and I have come to have a very high opinion of
him.":You will find a fuller statement attached.

Sincerely,

CEL:rs
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Statement on W. Russell Neuman
from _
“Charles E. Lindblom :
Sterllng Professor of Economics and Political Science
‘Director, Institution for Social and Policy Stud1es
Yale University

1 have been seeing a good deal of Neuman for about two years now -
in connection with our attempt here in the Institution for Social and
Policy Studies to develop a large research project on the impact of .
television on society. During the course of this work, Neuman and I
have had a great many office conferences. In addition, he was an
active member of a sem1nar/p1ann1ng group. - Indeed, h1s activity and
emerg1ng leadership in the group Ted us gradually to turn the-entire
organizing and entrepreneurial responsibility forr1t and for the
telev1s1on project over to him.

Unquest1onab1y, he is extreme1y quick, br1oht and 1ns1qhtfu1
That I am willing to test1fy from my own conversations with him and
from his part1c1pat1on in the seminar. But other members of the seminar
have gone out of their way from time to time to comment on the quality
of his mind and the qua]1ty of the preparat1ons, including a. Targe
number of memos covering substantive issues in television policy, pre-
pared for the seminar. In other words, amona vounger faculty here in
the social sciences, he has emerged snmewhat consp1cuous]y as a .
' person of unusual promise. :

In add1t1on, he has turned out to be, so far as I can judge (and
1 am reasonably confident on the point), the most W1de1y read and the
. best informed member of the Yale faculty on television's impact on
society. He is resourceful, imaginative, and he has displayed a great
deal of initiative in organ1zat1on of our sem1nar/p1ann1nq aroup, as
well-as in his own research fund raising, He is a diplomatic and
-cooperative colleague.  Judgina by the output I have seen of his, he
must be an extraordinar1?v hard-working young -man. And he is a
Tikeable person to work with, , ' :

On- all these counts, Yale ouoht to make every effort to keep
him.. He w11] be a loss to us if he qoes; I hope he does not.



February 27, 1530

‘Prof. Charles E. Lindblom

Hireetor :
Institution for Socilal and Policy Studies
Yale University T

16 A Yale Station

Yew Haven, OF 26320

bear Prof. Lindblom:
We have recelved your recommendation
for Russ Heuman' and want to thank

you for your iunterest.

Sincerely vours,

. ‘George Gerbaner
Frofessor of Coumunications
and Dean

GO fmly



YﬂlC UﬂiVﬁI' Sity New Haven, Conneciicut 06520

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
" Box 1905 Yale Station

April 8, 1980

Professor George Gerbner
Annenberg School of Communications
3620 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

Dear George:

I gpoke with your sécretary yesterday to see if the faculty
search at Annenberg was still active and whether I should send
along a paper which I had just finished.

She said it was and I should. So here it is. Let me know
if any of the other papers on the vita might be appropriate for

review.

Best regafds.

W. Russell Neuman
Assistant Professor

WRN: mem

Enec -



o Jume 2, 1980

 W. Bussell Weuman
Assistant Professoy
Dapartaent of Scclology
Yale tniversity
. Box 1965 Yale Statdon
© . Hew Hawven, €T 86520

4 sevies of conferences, includimg one of
out ows, prevented me from vesponding watil now
to your note of April 8. I want to thank you for
sending us the paper on “Television aad American
Culture, ete.” whose fiadinga seen to jihe.wltk
. sgme cf onY own.

S We have m&ﬁe tun a§paintsenﬁs on tﬁa
Assistant Professor level, There is a possidility
of continuning the search If we can cyeate z third

 opeuing next yemr. ?1&&3& let me know what your

gl&nﬁ ATS.

;ﬁiﬁﬁazaly;yaursf '

ﬁﬁcrge Gerbned

Profesgor of S@mmuﬂia&tznﬁs'fff

auﬁ Eeaﬁ

EG1ab



YﬂlC UniVCI’ Sity Neiv Haven, Cownecﬁmt 06520

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
Box 1965 Yale Station

June 11, 1980

Professor George Gerbner
Annenberg School of Communications
3620 Walnut Street C5
Philadelphia, Pennsvlvania 19104

Dear George:

I'm sorry I was unable to attend your conference last month. I
heard it was a spectacular success with unusually good papers, overflow
crowds and better communication between those of divergent ideological
views than anyone had predicted. T have written off for a few papers
of special interest. Have you planned a major edlted volume from the
conference?

You have developed qulte a reputatlon as.a conference organizer.
I must say, especially given the other responsibllities you continue .
to bear, this must have been quite a spring.

I wanted to mention that if you or your colleagues had any further
or more detailed comments on the "Television and American Culture' paper
I would appreciate hearing from you. Several further papers from this
project will be forthcoming shortly and I would be happy to send them
along for your information and possible comments if you are interested.

Congratulations on bringing in two new faculty members this year.
Anybody I know? I will be withdrawing my ‘name, however, in the event
your search continues next year. I was pleased to accept an offer from
Tthiel Pool for a position in the Political Science Department and the
Regearch Program on Communications Policy at MIT and will be moving to
Cambridge this summer. I am looking forward to working with Tthiel and
expanding my work in the technology and policy area.

I missed the chance to talk with you at AAPDR. 1 hope you took some
time for a well-deserved rest. :

With best regards,
Sincerely,

/Mw

W. Russell Neuman
Agsistant Professor

WRN:mem



July 15, 1980

¥ Bussell Heuman

Assistant Professor

Yale University

. Department of Socivlopy

Box 1965 Yale Station
izew Ea?aa, CT 06520

 Dear Ruoes:

. This is 2 belated response 'té your good letter of June 11, and an expression of
- -congratulations and gpood wishes to your fine new pﬁﬁitiﬂﬂ with. It:iziel de Sola I’oel
" at %ﬁ’T. ' ,

‘As I ﬁ&téﬁi be»fa‘re, some gsarts of your paper on "Telezvisim and Americen Culture,
, e!:{:. Jibe with some findings of our own. However, the general approsch seems to be
 straining to relste differentisl respomses to specific program selection. We believe
T that it is a result of "book thinking” in which individual books, films, ete., are
selected o supp&rt different points of view, tastes, ete. We see television as a
mass ritual, distinguished from other media in that most viewing is pon-selective.
ot quite *’leasit objectionable™ but simply rituslistic in which people watch by the
-~ elogk and not by the program. - Thevefore, the principal cultural conssquences seen
‘to ue te be those that are associated with bread content configuietions reaching
 ‘across all programming, chardcterizing the warlé of televigion, and containing cer-
- tain implicit .lessons. YThese léssons relate’ty the casting of the ‘television world,
its gemeral action structure, the social types it prasents, and the fates associated
with different social types, Such leseons are inherent not in sinssle programs but
in; the mvergam:e Gf mmtaﬁt aiameats across mst pmgrmmg ' '

= I%aw it is correct to. smte that d:iffe'mm: grmtps of viems M.Il intarpret: 31:&»- :
- gtamiag differvently, but what they interprst are prakably the le:ssms inherent in
_the world of tezzwisiﬁn rather t:han in specific mgtama, ' _

You will nete that the diffemmes in cmitive amt behavioral mlationships to
televigion pregmawiﬁg vary in the different éemgm?hiﬁ groa;:s in our own cultivation
studles, which is what led to the ﬁwel&p&a&nﬂ; of our recent formulation of "mainstream—
dng" and “resomance.” T am sending you a copy of a proof of sur recent article whick
will appear in the Supmer issue of the Journal of Gmmﬁieaciom I think 1t =ill be
diffienlt to come ko grips. tit:h the dynamics of television effects without dealing
with our central findings in that avea, and I invite ymxr oun comments on the rela-
tionship of your work and ours.

With Best regards, L
_ -Sine_e:ely yours,

- Beorge Gerbner

B _ ' : . Professor of mmnications
Grab ce h : and Dean
Enclosare : o
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The Media Laboratory

Massachusetts Institute W. Russell Neuman

of Technology Director, Communications Research Group
20 Ames Street Room E15-233, 617-253-86830
Cambridge, Massachusetts

02139

November 21, 1988

Chair,
Faculty Search Committee
Annenberg School of Communications

University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia PA 19104-6220

Dear Committee:

I'd like to have my name considered for the mass communications
position in your Department. My primary interests are in the
fields of media effects, public opinion and communications
technology and policy. My academic background is in the fields of
sociology, political science and communications.

I am enclosing my curriculum vitae, a brief statement about my
research agenda, and some representative course materials. Let me
know if you would like me to send along a copy of my forthcoming
book or any other materials of interest from the vita.

)
Sincerely,

/
oS
’,‘..

/< e s / P g L
~ W. Russell Nfuman, =
Director -

Encl.



