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’}HE ANNENBERG SCHOOL FOR
COMMUNICATION

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
3620 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19104-6220

dJan. 2, 1990
Dear Joldn:

Here are my additions to your fine draft. I look
forward to working further with vou on this study. Let me
know what vou think may be the next step. My classes gstart
soon and I will have very little time now until the summer.

Hope to see you again soon. Happy New Year!

Sincerely,

Telephone (215) 898-7(41 Fax (215) 898-20024 Telex 7106700328 ?memet admin@asc. upennedu



MODELS OF SOCIETY AS REFLECTED IN HUNGARIAN AND
U.S. PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE POLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS
IN EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE; A COMPARATIVE STUDY

I. Nature and Significance of the Research Problem

_ This is a research proposal for a comparative study of
models of society reflected in U.S. and Hungarian press
accounts of the political transformation taking place in
East-Central Europe. By "models of society” we mean
descriptions or projections more specific than "democratic,”
"free," "liberal," "private," etc., explicit or implicit in
news coveragdge. '

The problem underlying this study is the
unpredictability of long-range social development in East-
Central Europe. The collapse of communist rule, the '

_ subsequent discrediting even of most of those responsible
for the transition, and the growing disillusionment and
alienation of the electorate leave a socio-political vacuum
that will be difficult and troublesome to f£ill. This study
proposes to develop some indicators of future development in
two Ways: first by reflecting some assumptions about the
society of the future held by journalists and editors, and
secondly by investigating models of society to which most
readers are exposed. The comparative dimension is necessary
to gain further insight into each press system and how they
see each-other in the media-mirror.

The background

Hungarian society is in a period of rapid and often
chaotic transition. The direction and objective of that
change is generally considered to be some kind of
"democracy." News accounts often carry explicit policy
statements dealing with general directions and specific
measures. But in reporting events, news accounts also
select, slant, observe, and comment from a particular
vantage point of the press itself. Implicit in these and
other characteristics of news reporting is a usually
unarticulated conception about the kind of society that is
envisaged by the writers of these accounts. That vision is
also shared with readers and may provide important clues Lo
. the direction of change.

For the development of a thoughtful and lasting
cultural policy it is important to understand what models of
society, the role of media in society are, both explicit in
policy development and implicit in media coverage of such
development. -



It is also important to understand what models and
objectives American media reporting about those developments
reflect in their coverage of Hungarian development. This is
important not only for the American public and for informing
American policy towards Hungary but also from the point of
view of all Western media approaches to the issues of media
privatization and democratization in Hungary.

The recent changes in the political climate of Hungary
provide a unique opportunity to investigate the evolution of
the Hungarian mass media and how it can condition the public
agenda by influencing the interpretation and significance of
events. The direction and extent of change in the structure
and content of news may also effect the social utility of
information. News is simultaneously both global and
domestic. Cultural differences can impact print news on
many levels: social and political sanctions, structures of
the production process and the audience interpretation all
work together. Given the increased global nature of news,
single-country studies of print news effects will be less
fruitful than cross-~cultural research. ‘

Message system analysis

@;age system analysis provides a useful persgpective
from which to investigate the composition of media coverage
and its impact on public awareness. Message system analysis
posits that "Such analysis is not a substitute for the study
of policies and effects. Rather it is a source both of
hypothéses for those investigations and of independent
results that can help illuminate, support or counter them.
But it can also yvield strategic intelligence and results
that cannot be obtained in any other way, such as explaining
why certain issues, problems, courses of action, etc. become
salient to large number of people at certain times. Messagde
system analysis of mass media discourse is one leg of the
three-legged stool of comprehensive cultural indicators,
including three types of investigation; institutional policy
analysis, message system analysis, and cultivation :
- analysis.” - {(George Gerbner,"Mass Media Discourse: Message
System Analysis as a Component of Cultural Indicators." In:
Discourse and Communication, edited by Teun A. van Dijk.
Berlin: Walter de Guyter & Co., 1985. pp. 16-17). The
dependent variables in message system analysis are "the
aggregate and collective premises presented in mass media

discourse”, "the 'facts of life' and dynamic qualities
represented in the systems". "Its purposée is to describe
the symbolic ‘world', sense its climate, trace its currents,
and identify its functions.” (See Gerbner, p. 17).

Goals of the research

The goals of the proposed research are two-fold: 1. to
gain an understanding of what models of society American and
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Hungarian media reflect in their coverage of East-Central
Furopean social and political developments; and 2. to
investigate the specific role of news media in forming these
models of society.

Tn order to gauge the extent and direction of any
change in the manner in which Hungarian news ig presented,
the U.S. print news and Hungarian print news will be content
analysed. This will allow a comparison of the degree of
similarity of the two media systems with regard to the
models of society and the role of news media in society.

II. Methodology

Traditionally, there have been two predominant ways of
approaching the analysis of messages -~ quantitative and '
gualitative. ‘The former involves the use of content
analysis strategies that offer reliability and consistency
while dealing with the surface level of messages. The
latter involves the use of more interpretive procedure that
are less reliable but reach into "deeper" levels of meaning.
we have devised a procedure that appropriates the major
strengths of both these approaches: the message system
analysis methodology that is sensitive to the different,
layered leévels of meaning in news. The challenge of this
research project is to construct such a coding instrument
that is capable of peing applied to news messages from a
crOSS'cultural_perspective. '

The messade system analysis will be combined with
interviews with media executives on both sides. The content
analysis will use a sample of one or two elite papers and
one or two papers with the highest circulation for a period
of six months after the commencement of this project and a
comparable sample in the U.S. consisting of covering the New
York Times, the washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and
one high circulation newspaper (probably the New York Daily
News). - , g .

Interviews with the nedia executives in the U.S. will
focus on asking them to articulate their models and conceptls
of media development in Fast-Central Europe. This will then
be compared with the result of the content analysis.

The reliability of the analysis will be guaranteed by
multiple codings and the measured agreement of trained
analysts. ({(See George Gerbner, "Cultural Indicators: The
Third Voice." 1In: Communications Technology and Social
Policy: Understanding the New "cultural Revolution".
George Gerbner, Larry p. Gross and William 4. Melody (Eds.)
New York: John Wiley & Sons. 1973, p- 41} '



September 4, 1990 _ ' ?_@M—
George Gerbner ~—’;____——aé”

Professor of Jommunications
and Dean : 61 267
The Annenberg School of : .0Lf

Communications : leLLJ

Univergity of Pennsylvania
Dear Professor George Gerbner:

In May, I989 You were 30 kind and sent me on my request an.
invitation letter to the Annenberg School of Communications for
a study tour. I am happy to inform You about the possibility of
my travel to USA on 15 CGetober, I990, as I obtained a scholarship
for a six-week stay at your School of Communications /with the
sum of § I500.,00 for lodging and board/ from the George Soros
Poundation. S

I shall arrive at Philadelphia on I5 October by flight PA 4849
at 19.35.

Az I did not want to disturb You with my problems concerning
lodging for me and waiting me at the airport, I asked Dr. Hary
3. Hander from the School of Communications of fhe Pennsylvanis
State University %o help me and she promised to do her best.

Dear Professor: I would be. very grateful fto You if during my
stay you could meet me for consultation. But as I shall stay

at University Park, please, help me to organise my vislt at the
Annerberg School of Commnunications and for that purpose contact
Dr. Mary S. Hander /School of Communications, PENNSTATE University
Park, PA I6802 Tel.: /8I4/ 863-1543/ Because she must know for
how long to book lodging for me. I think the best time for my
vigit will be at the beginning or at the end of my stay in USA
/if for several days or weeks then I would need a cheap single
room with bathroom inside the campus/.

T am really sorry to disturb You with my'request and problem,
but as I have never been t0o USA I am a bit excited to be able
to organise my trip in the best way. I would be very grateful
to You if You could meet me. One of my greatest dreams would

come true.



I heard about your short visit in Budapest at the end of August.
Prof. Slavko Splichal /Ljubljana/ and Tamds Szecskd informed me
about it. I hope You had a pleasant stay here.

I do appreciate your invitation and help. I look forward to

meeting You in the fall.

With my best regards
Yours faithfully
Dr. Réka Joldn
I146 Budapest,
Abonyi u. 27
Hungary
Tel,: I4I7-388

P.S5. Bnclosed a copy of my flight reservation.
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State College
November 20, I990

Dear George Gerbmner,

I have to apologize for sending You enly a short research proposal,
but the time was too short for developing a more profound project.
I ask You to make comments om it, and when I get your answer 1'11
contiﬁue wprking on 1t according to Your directioms.

I leave State College on November 22ad. I enjoyed my stay here and
in Philadelphia. Thank You once more for.meeting and consulting me. I shall
never forget this meeting and Your kindness.

I look forward to getting a letter from You.

I enclose my visiting card with my home address.

Yours sincerely

Vleor Yolou




A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE MODELS OF SOCIETY
IN EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE AND THE ROLE OF THE
NEWS MEDIA IN THE SOCIETY OF HUNGARY AND U.S.

I. Nature and Significance of the Research Problem

This is a research proposal for a comparative study of the models of (democratic)
society in East-Central Europe and the role of the news media in such a society.

Hungarian Society is in a period of rapid and often chaotic transition. For the
development of a thoughtful and lasting cultural policy it is important to understand
what models of society, and most specifically, the role of media in society are both
explicit in policy development and implicit in media coverage of such development.

It is also important to understand what models and objectives American media
reporting about those developments reflect in their coverage of Hungarian
development. This is important not only for the American public and for informing
American policy towards Hungary but also from the point of view of all Western
ﬁedia approaches to the issues of media privatization and democratization in

ungary.

Th?:?ecent changes in the political climate of Hungary provide a unique
opportunity to investigate the evolution of the Hungarian mass media and how it
can condition the public agenda by influencing the interpretation and significance of
events. The direction and extent of change in the structure and content of news
programming practices may also effect the social utility of news information. News
1s simultaneously both global and domestic. Cultural differences can impact print
news on many levels: social and political sanctions, structures of the production
process and the audience interpretation all work together. Given the increased
global nature of news, single-country studies of print news effects will be less fruitful
than cross-cultural research. _

The message system analysis provides a useful perspective from which to
investigate the composition of media coverage and its impact on public awareness.
Message system analysis 1E)osits that "Such analysis is not a substitute for the study of
policies and effects. Rather it is a source both of hypotheses for those investigations
and of independent results that can help illuminate; support or counter them. But it
can also yield strategic intelligence and results that cannot be obtained in any other
way, such as explaining why certain issues, problems, courses of action, etc. become
salient to large mumber of people at certain times. Message system analysis of mass
media discourse is one leg of the three-legged stool of comprehensive cultural
indicators, including three types of investigation; institutional policy analysis,
message system analysis, and cultivation analysis." (George Gerbner, Mass Media
Discourse: Message System Analysis as a Component of Cultural Indicators. In:
Discourse and Communication: New Approaches to the Analysis of Masss Media
Discourse and Communication, edited by Teun A. van Dijk. Berlin: Walter de
Guyter & Co., 1985. pp. 16-17). The dependent variables in message system
analysis are "the aggregate and collective premises presented in mass media
discourse”, "the “facts of life’ and dynamic qualities represented in the systems". "Its

urpose is to describe the symbolic *world’, sense its climate, trace its currents, and
1dentify its functions." (See Gerbner, p. 17).



The goals of the proposed research are two-fold: 1. to gain an understand of
what models and objectives American media reflect in their coverage of Hungarian
development; and 2. what is the role of news media in forming the models of
society in East-Europe, specifically, in Hungary.

In order to gauge the extent and direction of any change in the manner in which
Hungarian news is presented, the U.S. print news and Hungarian print news will be
content analysed. This will allow a comparison of the degree of similarity of the two
media systems with regard to the models of society and the role of news media in
society.

II. Methodology

Traditionally, there have been two predominant ways of approaching the analysis
of messages - quantitative and qualitative. The former involves the use of content
analysis strategies that offer reliability and consistency while dealing with the
surface level of messages. The latter involves the use of more interpretive
procedure that are less reliable but which reach into the "deeper” level of the
meanings of messages. We have devised a middle range procedure that
appropriates the major strengths of both these approaches: the messafge system
analysis methodology that is sensitive to the different, layered levels of meaning in
news. The challenge of this research project is to construct such a coding instrument
that is capable of being applied to news messages from a cross cultural perspective.

The message system analysis will be combined with interviews with media
executives on both sides. The content analysis will use a sample of one or two elite
papers and one or two papers with the highest circulation for a period of six months
after the commencement of this project and a comparable sample in the U.S,
consisting of covering the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles
Times and one high circulation newspaper (probably the New York Daily News, if
that goes out of business we shall substitute another, non-elite high circulate
newspaper). '

Interviews with the media executives in the U.S. (probably in New York) will
focus on asking them to articulate their models and concepts of media development
in East-Central Europe, and this will then be compared with the result of the
content analysis,

The reliability of the analysis will be guaranteed "by multiple codings and the
measured agreement of trained analysts”. (George Gerbner, Cultural Indicators:
The Third Voice. In: Communications Technology and Social Policy:
Understanding the New "Cultural Revolution". George Gerbner, Larry P. Gross
and William H. Melody (Eds.) New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1973, p. 41)



A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE MODELS OF SOCIETY
IN EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE AND THE RQLE OF THE
NEWS MEDIA IN THE SOCIETY OF HUNGARY AND U. S.

I. Nature and'Significance of the Research Problem

This is a research proposal for a comparative study of the models of
(democratic) socliety in EastHCéntral Europe and the role of the news
media in such a society.

Hungarian society is in a period of raplid and often chaotic transition.
For the development of a thoughtful and lasting cultural policy it is
important to understand what models of society, and most specificly, the role
of media in society are both explicit in policy development and implicit in
media coverage of such development.

It is also important to ﬁnderstand what models and objectivés American
media reporting about those developments reflect in their coverage of
Hungarian development. This is important mnot only for the American
public and for informing American policy towards Hungary but also from
the point of view of all Western media approaches to the issues of
media privatization and democratization in Hungary.

The recent changes in the political climate of Hungary provides a
unigue opportunity to investigate the evolution of the Hungarian mass
media and how it can condition the public agenda by influencing the
interpretation and significance of events. The direction and extent of-
change in the structure and content of news programming practices may also
effect the social utility of the news information. Newé is simultaneously
both global and domestic. Cultural differences can impact print news on
many levels: scocial and political sanctions, structures of the production
process and the audience interpretation all work together. Given the
increased global nature of news, single~country studies of print news:

effects will be less fruitful than cross—cultural research.
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The message system analysis provides a useful perspective from
which to investigate the cdmposition of media coverage and its impact
on public awereness. Message system analysis posits that "Such analysis
is not a substitute for the study of policies and effects. Rather it
is a source both of hypotheses for those investigations and of independent
results that can help illuminate, support or counter ﬁhem. But it can
also yield strategic intelligence and results that cannot be obtained in
any other way, such as explaining why certain issues, problems, courses
of action, etc. become salient to large number of people at certain times.
Megssage system énalysis of mass media discourse is one leg of the
three-legged stool of comprehensive cultural indicators, including three
types of investigations; institutiomal policy analysis, message system
analysis, and: cultivation analysis." (George Gerbnmer, Mass Media Discourse:
Message System Analysis as a Component of Cultural Indicators. In: Discourse
and Communication: New Approaches to the Analysis of Mass Media
Discourse and Communication, edited by Teun A. van Dijk. Berlin: Walter
de Guyter & Co., I1985. pp. I6-I7.) The dependent variable in message
system analysis are "the aggregate and collective premises presented in
mass media discourse', "the 'facts of life' and dynamic qualities represented
in the systems'". "Its purpose is to decribe the symbolic ‘world', sense
its climaté, trace its currents, and identify its functioms." (See Cebner,
p. I7.) .

The goals of the proposed research are two-fold: I. to gain an
understanding of what models and objectives American media reflect in
their coveragé of Hungarian development; and 2. what is the role of news
media in forming the models of society in East-Europe, specificly, in
Hungary. _ '

In order to gauge the extent and direction of any change in the
manner in which Hungarian news is presented, the U. 5. print news and
Hungarian print news will Be content analysed. This will allow a -
comparison of the degree of similarity of the two media systems with-

regard to the models of society and the role of news media in society.



II. Methodology

Traditionally, there have been two predominant ways of approaching
the analysis of messages — quantitative and qualitative. The former
involves the use of content analysis strategies that offer reliability and
consistency while dealing with the surface level of messages. The latter
involves the use of more interpretive procedures that are less reliable
but which reach into the "deeper" level of the meanings of messages.’

We have devised a middle range procedure that appropriates the major
strengths of both these approaches: the message system analysis

methodology that is sensitive to the different, layered levels of

meaning in news. The challenge of this research project is to construct such
a coding instrument that is capable of being applied to news messages

from a cross-culturazl perspective. .

The message system analysis will be combined with interviews with media
executives on both sides. The content analysis will use a sample of one or
two elite papers and one or two papers with the highest circulation for
a period of six months after the commencement of this project and a
comperable sample in‘the U. 3, consisting of covering the New York
Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and one high circulation
newspaper {probably the New York Daily WNews, if that goes out of business:ﬁe“:
shall substitute another, non-elite high-circulate newspaper}.

Interviews with the media executives in U. S. (probably in New
York) will focus on asking them to articulate their models and concepts of
medié development in East—-Central Europe, and this will then be compared
with the results of the content analysis. ' _

The reliabiiity of the analysis will be guaranteed "by multiple codings
and the measured agreement of trained analysts'. (George Gerbner, Cultural
Indicators: The Third Voice, In: Communications Technology and Social
Policy: Understanding the New "Cultural Revolution'. George Gerbmer,

Larry P. Gross and William H, Melody (Eds.). New York: John Wiley &
Sons, I973. p. 4L.)



. |  I6th February 1992

WY €9 3611165697

Excuse me for disturbing You with my letter but I would 1ike '
to Tet Toum knOW'about”my“applicationffor séholarship to
Philadelphia. I'am'sorry“togsay*%hat~mywapplibation was th :
accepted this“time"/fbr!some'unkhown"reasons/” But‘at thé'
same time I was told in the- hlnlstry of" Lducatlon I should

‘try'lt again and this year I w111 surely have more chance for

getting it. I was also told ‘an attached supportlng letter
from You”would'help“a'lot.fThé£'S“why lfask*You-véry mue&

to send me a supporting 1etter“telling,ﬂthat=our‘researeh-
‘%opié:'"-ModeISjof”society'as-reflected~in~Hupgarian~and~

’ UlS,:press'accountS'of'the’politiQal*tramsformations-iﬁ
Last-Central Europe;“a“éomparativs=studg““isrreally up-to-
“'date*aﬁd important and that ¥You think---if-it is so - that:7

I am well-prepared for working on it successfully with You.

‘Thé.deadiine,of application iS?thQ“IchnﬁafCh. So_Ilwoula
need the letter urgén#ly*addressédhto=me;-
Some of my particu1ars:

lame: Dr Jolén Rdéka

Position: Senidr Beseaf6h-?rbfessorw-

Work places Faculty of*ﬁumanities"

Eotvos Lorand Unlver31ty; Budapest

I would be very graueful to You if ¥ou could do 1t. I do
apprec1ate Your help. e v ”-'_ S
Yours Palthfully R ST i}f“lép&.
: SR "’ Home address: -

1146 Budapest,
Abonyi uw. 27.°
HUNGARY |
Tel.: I4%-7388

26/
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THEANNENBERG SCHOOL. FOR
COMMUNICATION

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
_ 3620 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104-6220

March 2, 1992

Dr. Jolan Roka -
Senior Research Professor
Faculty of Humanities
Eotvos Lorand University
Budapest, Hungary

Dear Dr. Roka:

I am writing to express my strong support of your
application for a scholarship to pursue our joint research
on "Models of Society as Reflected in Hungarian and U.S.
Press Accounts of the Transformation in East-Central Europe;
a Comparative Study."

This project is more timely and important than ever.
As we agreed, the problem underlying this study is the
unpredictability of long-range social development in East-
Central Europe. The collapse of communist rule, the
subsequent discrediting of most of those responsible for the
transition, and the growing disillusionment and alienation
of the electorate leave a socio-political vacuum that will
be difficult and troublesome to fill. This study proposes
to develop some indicators of future development in two ways
by reflecting some assumptions about the society of the
future held by journalists and editors, and by investigating
models of society to which most readers are exposed.

The study will be useful for the development of a
thoughtful and lasting cultural policy in both countries. It
is important to understand what models of society are
implicit in Hungarian media coverage, and to understand what
models and objectives American media reflect in their
coverage of Hungarian developments.

As you know, I believe that you are uniquely qualified
to conduct this study. I trust that the significance and
relevance of this project will be evident to those
considering your application and that you will be awarded
the scholarship necessary to carry it out. Please let me

. know if I can assist you in any way.

Sincerely yours,

e R

George Gerbner
Professor of Communlcatlon and Dean Emeritus

“Telephone (215) 898-7041 - Fax 219 898-204. Telex 710:670-0528 Intemet admin@asc.upenn.edy



March 25, 1992 _ ébg

George Gerbner
Professor of Communications
The Annenberg School of Jommunications

Dear George Gerbner,

Thank You so mu ch for the supporting 1etter /I have got both
the fax and the letter/ I do hope this tlme I will have more ‘
success with the scholarship.

I am glad_to send You the report you need for your recent
study. ire You interested in the other Soviet Fizetek or only
this one, 1 would be pleased to send You aome other materials
or to help Yéu some other Way.

You are asking me about my future coursef ore of them ié'
going to be a theoretical course on the different means of

media, and the other mass media analysis.

I am looking Fforward to hearihg-from'you and about your
new studies, |

Yours sincerely éi;(k 'r
' €L

Réka Jolanm



IREX International Research & Exchanges Board

May 3, 1992

Professor George Gerbner

Professor of Communications and Dean Emeritus
The Annenberg School for Communicatinos
University of Pennsylvania

3620 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6220

Dear Professor Gerbner::

I am writing to you regarding Dr. Jolan Roka an IREX grantee from Hungary, who
has received a five month grant to conduct research in the United States. Our
organization, the International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), administers
official scholarly exchange programs with Hungary, the other East European
countries and the Former Soviet Union on behalf of the academic community in the
U.S. We are jointly sponsored by the Social Science Research Council.

"Enclosed is a data sheet and research proposal for Dr, Roka. Iunderstand that you

have been in touch with Dr. Roka and would be most grateful if you consider
accepting her as a visiting sholar for a period of five months beginning Septmber
1992. As an IREX grantee Dr. Roka would receive a monthly stipend of $625.00.
Additionally IREX pays for housing, domestic travel, and medical insurance. For
further information regarding the details of the exchange, please consult the
enclosed information sheet. '

I hope that you will be able to accommodate our request, and would appreciate it
very much if you would respond as soon as possible. If you are not able to host Dr.
Roka it would help me greatly if you could recommend other individuals to whom I
could send this information.

Thank you very much for your consideration. Ilook forward to your response.

Sincergly,

omy Toussaint Annand
rogram Officer
East European Programs

126 Alexander Street Princeton, New Jersey 08540-7102 Telephone: 609 683-9500
Telex: 403775 IRE UD BITNET: irex80@puce Fax: 609 683-1511



THE ANNENBERG SCHOOL FOR
COMMUNICATION

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
3620 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104-6220

May 12, 1992

Romy Toussaint Annand
Program Officer

IREX

126 Alexander Street

Princeton, N.J. 08540

Dear Romy Toussaint Annand:

In response to your letter of May 3, Dean Kathleen Hall
Jamieson of The Annenberg School for Communication informed
me that we will be pleased to accept Dr. Jolan Roka, an IREX
grantee from Hungary, as a Visiting Scholar for five months
beginning September 1992.

I will facilitate Dr. Roka’s research here and assist
her in any way I can. As Visiting Scholar she will receive
the courtesies of the. University such as library use
privileges. However, she should be aware that no office or
work space is likely to be available in our building during
the next academic year, so she should live nearby and be
prepared to work at home. Let me know if I can inquire
about University housing (graduate apartments and guest
suites in the International House might be available if we
act to reserve now.j). '

The research plan and my comments are in the
application attached to your letter.

This letter is in lieu of the response form.
Please let me know if you (or I) need any further

information.

Sincerely yours,

A

George Gerbner
Professor of Communication and Dean Emeritus

Telephone (215) 898-7(41 : Fax (215) 8982024 Telex 7106700328 - Intemet admin@asc.upenn.edu



'IHEANNENBERGSCHOOL FOR
_'" | COMMUNICATION

May 28, 1992 :
UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

3620 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104-6220
Dr . Jolan

Abonyl u.27.
Budapest II46
HUNGARY

Dear Dr. Jolan:

You are welcome to visit The Annenberqg School for
Communication as a Visiting Scholar for five months beginning
September 1992, to work with Dr. George Gerbner. As such, you
would receive library privileges, permission to attend classes
and seminars with the consent of the instructor, and other
courtesies of the University, but no stipend, reimbursement, or
financial compensation or assistance. You would pay no tuition
or fees and would be responsible for your own travel, lodging,
and living expenses. Working space at the School would depend
upon availability.

I am enclosing the Entry Document Application materials and
information from the Office of International Programs which will
be processing your IAP-66 form. They will receive a copy of this
letter.

We look forward to your arrival in September.

Respectfully,

'~ Catherine C. Schifter, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean :
cc: Office of Internatiegal Programs

Dr. George Gerbner

ccsS/me

Telephone (215) 898-7041 . Fax (215) 898-2024 Telex 710:6700328 - Intemet admin@asc.ipenn.edu



George Gerbner Aug. 23, 1992
Professor of Communications

‘The Annenberg School of Communications

3620 Walnni Sireet

Phifadelphia, PA 19104 - 6220

Dear George Gerbner,

1 am so happy 1o tell yvou that 1 am here in America pariicipaiing in a
language and orientation course in Providence, Rhode Island. | am going to
stay here until Aug. 26th, when we shall move to Cape Cod for 3 days before
leaving for Philadelphia Aug. 29th. Thank you very much for vour fax
messagge. [ was so sorry not to be able to call you on the indicated day, but
I was given the message only on Monday (Aug. 17th). 1 would like to
express my great gratitude to you for accepting me as a visiting scholar. 1
have to confess that my great dream comes true having the opportunity io
stay for at least some months in Philadelphia and at yvour department. Since
1990 1 have been permanently applying for scholarship to US, but I was
refused. Then at the very end of May I was called from the Ministry of
Education asking whether I would accept the IREX Scholarship instead of
Fulbright. Though the IREX scholarship twice as short a8 the Fulbright [ was
delighted 1o have been offered that opportunity. The only thing I was sorry
for that 1 did not have enough time for a profound preparation for the trip
as it was the rush time at the university examining the students and the
new applicants. So only a few days were left before travelling here.

I promise you, 1 shall do my best to make a good use of the time I can spend
at the university. ' :
I had some iroubles only with the accomodation. Originally 1 had a booking
near the Annenberg School of Communications on the 47th street. But here
in Providence 1 was told {even frightened) that this district is not enough
safe for living and schooling. As mv 2 children are going to arrive Sept. 3d.
and they are supposed io attend school here 1 decided o iook for another
piace of residence. By the IREX representative 1 was offered to have a
hooking in Drexel Hills. I know it means commuting whenever 1 have to
come to the university, but nevertheless I do hope [ will not regret that I
have chosen this suburban area.

I do appreciate your great, great help.
Looking forward to meeting you soon,

Yours sincerely, ot che £l o
Jolan Roka



IREX International Research & Exchanges Board

March 15, 1993

br. George Gerbner

Annenberg School of Communications
The University of Pennsylvania
3620 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19101

Dear Dr. Gerbner:

I would like to thank yvou personally and on behalf of IREX
for the time and effort you expended for Jolan Roka who was
in the United States recently under our sponsorship. The
success of any such visit depends in no small degree on the
willingness of host scholars to work with and advise
visiting foreign scholars. You can be certain that both
IREX and Dr. Roka appreciated your contribution during the
‘time she spent at the Annenberg School. T know that Dr.
Roka gained much from the experience, and I hope that her
work will make a positive contribution to the study of mass
communications in Hungary. We were pleased to see that Dr.
Roka and scholars from the University of Pennsylvania have
submitted a proposal to the IREX 1993 94 Special Projects
Competition.

I would appreciate any comments that you may have regarding
Dr. Roka‘’s stay, and the IREX placement process. 1In
addition, please inform me if there is anything IREX could
‘have done to 1mprove ‘the process. I would also appreciate
receiving copies of any publication that may result from
this scholars’ visit. Funding for scholarly exchanges is
severely limited, and IREX must continually justify its
funding requests to the organizations which support us.

Please also extend my gratitude to any other colleagues who
may also have assisted Dr. Roka. I am enclosing some
information about IREX programs which you and your
colleagues may find of interest.

Again, my élncere thanks for your efforts. The cooperation
of scholars such as yourself ensures the contlnued success
of IREX progranms.

Sinderely,

Program ¢

1616 H Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20006 Telephone: (202) 628-8188 Fax: (202) 628-8189
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Sincerely YOwrs,



George Gerbner

University City
Science Center- One East _

3624 Market Street
Phitadelphiz, PA 19104
Telephone/Fax 215-3§1-5201

September 21, 1995

Roka Jolan
Via_Fax 361 266 5699

Dear Jeli

I will be glad to be referee, but am traveling a lot
and must receive materials right away to be able to respond
by Oct. 1.

Hurriedly ...

Home Office

234 Golf Yiew Road
Ardmore, PA 19003

Telephone/Fax 619-642-3061
Internet FGG@ASC.UPENN.EDU



October 1, 19295

Dr. Jolan Roka
Via Fax 361 266 5699

Dear Joli:

Letter to Woodrow Wilson Center submitted in time.
Good luck, and let me know what happens.

Sincerely yours,

George Gerbner, Professor and Dean Emeritus

The Annenberq School for Communication

University of Pennsylvania :

University City Science Center - One East

3624 Market Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6220 Home: 234 Golf View Rd.

Tel/fax 215 387 5202 Ardmore, PA 19003-1002
Internet FGGE@ASC.UPENN.EDU Tel /fax 610 642 3061
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frofessor George Gerbner March 24, 1996
University City Science Center- One Easl

meRg4 Market Street .

Fhiladelphia, FA 159104

LIgA

Faxt 219-ZB7--0R02E

Daar George,

Thank vou for the invitation ta the FDUHULDQ Convention of
the Cultural Ervironment Movement. 1 wowld have been mora
than ﬂiem%wﬂ te participate in 1t put the time ledt for
applying For some suppurt.was toe short. I would be happy
to hear aboeut the confgrence mora in detail ang I hope I
will be able to take part in the next anea.

I am also happy to teoll you that I was granted & five-month
Fulbright sehelarship in December. I have ok beén notified
yet about the plauemeﬁt (it will be eithwgr Texas A
UnivLPEity or the Annenberg gehool, though I have Lhe
persanal invitation from Texas) but I do hope we will be
able to meet and speak. I am going to leave For USA
somewhere at the end of Auguat and stay there Lill the end
of Januwary, 1997, ' |

Do you plan teo come to Budapéﬁt? Since September I have
been working for the Firet Madia University in Hungary
(JATE Budapest Media tnteret) which is located 10 Budapest
and it is the private vranch of JATE in Szeged. 1 twmach
there media studies as a guest lecturer and afber coming
back From USA compunication thaory. I am also responsible
thers £or the international contacts and exohanges, | woit Ld

be glad if some day voud could coms and voad Jleclures.

Looking Farward to hearing From you Sooit,

~ ¢ i
Jolan Roka c%ﬁlt““ Eﬁc:ﬁ_n&
ELTE BTK
OS2 Pudapesit,
Pamt i R, u. 1.
Fawxy Hél- Phby- oY

g1



George Gerbner

University City
Science Center- One East

3624 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
Telephone/Fax 215-3§1-5202

March 26, 1996

Dr. Jolan Roka
Via Fax 361 266 5699

Dear Jolan:

Thanks for your fax. The Convention was a terrific
success.

I am glad to know that you are coming back to the U.S.
and look forward to seeing you here. I would also be willing
to consider a brief lecturing engagement in Budapest if time
and financial support. can be arranged. Let me know.

With best regards -

g

Home Office

234 Golf View Road
Ardmore, PA 19003

Telephone/Fax 610-642-3061
Internet - FGG @ ASC.UPENN.EDY



