MODELS OF SOCIETY AS REFLECTED TN HUNGARIAN AND
U.s5. PRESY ACCOUNTS OF THE POLITICAL TRANGEFORMATIONGS
IN EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE; A COMPARATIVE STUDY

I. Nature and Significance of the Research Problem

This is a research proposal for a comparative study of
models of society reflected in U.S. and Hungarian press
accounts of the political transformation taking place in
East-Central Europe. By "models of society" we mean
descriptions or projections more specific than "democratic,"
"free," "liberal," "private," etc., explicit or implicit in
news coverage.

The problem underlying this study is the
unpredictability of long-~range social development in East-
Central Europe. The collapse of communist rule, the
subsequent discrediting even of most of those responsible
for the transition, and the growing disillusionment and
alienation of the electorate leave a socio-political vacuum
that will be difficult and troublesome to fill. This study
proposes to develop some indicators of future development in
two ways: first by reflecting some assumptions about the
society of the future held by journalists and editors, and
secondly by investigating models of society to which most
readers are exposed. The comparative dimension is necessary
to gain further insight into each press system and how they
see each-other in the media-mirror.

The background

Hungarian society is in a period of rapid and often
chaotic transition. The direction and objective of that
change is ¢enerally considered to be some kind of
"democracy." News accounts often carry explicit policy
statements dealing with general directions and specific
measures. But in reporting events, news accounts also
select, slant, observe, and comment from a particular
vantage point of the press itsgself. Implicit in these and
other characteristics of news reporting is a usually
unarticulated conception about the kind of society that is
envisaged by the writers of these accounts. That vision is
also shared with readers and may provide important clues to
the direction of change.

For the development of a thoughtful and lasting
cultural policy it is important to understand what models of
society, the role of media in society are, both explicit in
policy development and implicit in media coverage of such
development.




objectives American media reporting about those developments
reflect in their coverage of Hungarian deveclopment. This 1is
important not only for the American public and for informing
American policy towards Hungary but also from the point of
view of all Western media approaches to the issues of media
privatization and democratization in Hungary.

The recent changes in the political c¢limate of Hungary
provide a unique opportunity to investigate the evolution of
the Hungarian mass media and how it can condition the public
agenda by influencing the interpretation and significance of
events. The direction and extent of change in the structure
and content of news may also effect the social utility of
information. News is simultaneously both global and
domestic. Cultural differences can impact print news on
many levels: social and political sanctions, structures of
the production process and the audience interpretation all
work together. Given the increased global nature of news,
single-country studies of print news effects will be less
Fruitful than crogs-cultural research.

Medsage system analysis

Mssage system analysis provides a useful perspective
from which to investigate the composition of media coverage
and its impact on public awareness. DHMessage system analysis
posits that "Such analysis is not a substitute for the study
of policies and effects. Rather it is a source both of
hypotheses for those investigations and of independent
results that can help illuminate, support or counter them.
But it can also yvield strategic intelligence and results
that cannot be obtained in any other way, such as explaining
why certain issues, problems, courses of action, etc. bhecone
salient to large number of people at certailn times, Message
system analysis of mass media discourse is one leg of the
three-legged stool of comprehensive cultural indicators,
including three Lypes ol investigation; institulional policy
analysis, message system analysis, and cultivation
analysis." {George Gerbner,"Mass Media Discourse: DMessage
System Analysis as a Component of Cultural Indicators.™ In:
Discourse and Communication, edited by Teun A. van Dijk.
Berlin: Walter de Guyter & Co., 1985. pp. 16-17). The
dependent variables 1in message system analysis are "the
aggregate and collective premises presented in mass media
discourse®”, "the 'facts of life' and dynamic gualities

represented in the systems”. "Its purpose is to describe
the symbolic 'world', sense its climate, trace its currents,
and identify its functions.” (See Gerbner, p. 17).

Goals of the research

The goals of the proposed research are two-fold: 1. to
gain an undervstanding of what models of socilety American and




Hungarian media reflect in their coverage of East-Central
Furopean social and political developments; and 2. to
investigate the specific role of news media in forming these
models of soclety.

In order to gauge the extent and direction of any
change in the wmanner in which Hungarian news is presented,
the U.5. print news and Hlungarian print news will be content
analysed. This will allow a comparison of tihe degree of
similarity of the two media systems with regard to the
models of society and the role of news media in society.

II. Methodglogy

Traditionally, there have been two predominant ways of
approaching Lthe analysis of messages — gquantitative and
qualitative. The former involves the use of content
analysis strategies that of fer reliability and consistency
while dealing with the surface level of messages. The
latter involves the use of more interpretive procedure that
are less reliable but reach into "deeper"” levels of meaning.
We have devised a procedure that appropriates the major
strengths of both these approaches: the message system
analysis methodology that is sensitive to the different,
layered levels of meaning in news. The challenge of this
research project 1s to construct such a coding instrument
that is capable of being applied to news messages from a
cross cultural perspective.

The message system analysis will be combined with
interviews with media evecutives on both sides. The content
analysis will use a sample vf one or LWO elite papers and
one or two papers with the highest circulation tor a period
of six months after the commencement of this project and a
comparable sample in the U.48. consisting of covering the New
vork Times, the Washinyton post, the Los Angeles Times and
one high circulation newspaper {probably the New vork Daily
News).

Interviews with the media executives in the U.5. will
focus on asking them to articulate their models and concepts
of media development in Eaat-Central Europe. This will then
be compared with the result of the content analysis.

The reliability of the analysis will be guaranteed by
multiple codings and the measured agreement of trained
analysts. (see George Gerbner, wcultural Indicators: The
Third Voice." 1In: communications Technology and Social
policy: Understanding the New "Cultural Revolution"”.
George Gerbner, Larry P. Gross and William H. Melody (Eds.)
New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1973, p. 41
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March 2, 1992

Dr. Jolan Roka

Senior Research Professor
Faculty of Humanities
Eotvos Lorand University
Budapest, Hungary

Dear Dr. Roka:

I am writing to express ny strong support of your
application for a scholarship to pursue our joint research
on "Models of Society as. Reflected in Hungarian and U.S.
Press Accounts of the Transformation in East-Central Europe;
a Comparative Study."

This project is more timely and important than ever.
As we agreed, the problem underlying this study is the
unpredictability ot long-range social development in Eagt-
Central Europe, The collapse of communist rule, the
- subsequent discrediting of most of those responsible for the
transition, and the growing disillusionment and alienation
of the electorate leave a socio-political vacuum that will
be difficult and troublesome to fill. This study proposes
to develop some indicators of future development in two ways
by reflecting some assumptions about the society of the
future held by journalists and editors, and by investigating
models of society to which most readers are exposed.

The study will be useful for the development of a
thoughtful and lasting cultural policy in both countries. It
is important to understand what models of society are
implicit in Hungarian media coverage, and to understand what
models and objectives American media reflect in their
coverage of Hungarian developments.

As you know, I believe that you are uniquely qualified
to conduct this study. I trust that the significance and
relevance of this proiect will be evident to those
considering your appllcation and that you will be awarded
the scholarshilp necessary to carry it out. Please let me
know 1f I can assist you in any way. '

Sinceraly yours,

7 % o besr™
"3‘—%
George Gerbner _
Professor of Communication and Dean Emeritus

Tekeptione (215) 898 74 1  Fax (215898204 Telex 7106700728 Tnternet acmin@asc. ypxrn e




Dr. Réka Joldn 1978, februarja déta dolgozik az DLTE BTK Lai
magyar nyelvi tanszékén, eldbb tudomdnyos munkatirsként, majd £&-
munkatirsként, A nyelvtudondny kandid<4tusaként keriilt a tanszékre,
értekezését a "A tomegtdjékoztatd 3z0vegek stilustipoldgidja" cim-
mel védte meg., Zredeti kutatdsi témdjdn, azt tovibbfejlesatve,
azdta is dolgozik, amelyrdl gzdmos nmegjelent tanulmﬁnyé, S monogra-
fidja /"Az ujsdgszbvegek szerkeszidsi d&s stilustipoldgiija™, Akadé-
miai, Budapest I987/ tanuskodik. Témsja rendkiviil fontos ds id3szeri.
A felgyorsult informiciddtadds kordban a kommunikdciés rendszer t&-
kéletesitése Magyarorszdzon is a figyelem eldterébe keriilt., izt bi-
zonyitja az is, hogy az ZLTE-n egy uj szak alapitasst ter#ezik,

-

amely a hazal kummunikdtor- és ujsigirdképzés kdzpontja lenne.
szakalapitds eldkészitésdben Rdka Joldn tevékenyen részt vesz: vil~
lalta egy majdani elladdssorozat tartdsdt, valsmint két tovabbi
tdrgy tanitdsdt, & kommunikdeidkutatdsban vald Jjértassdgdt, alapos
felkeésziiltségét t6bb elnyert kllfeldi tanmulmsényutja, s szdmos kiil-
£61ldi szakemberrel kialakitott személyes kapecsolata, egylittniikddése
is eldsegitette, I991., nyarsin az ITSC /International Television
Studies Conference/ meghivdsdra elsaddst tartott Londonban a v
hirek kulturkdzi elemzésének tapasztalatairésl.

I'ivel a kommunikdcidkutatds Amerikdbdl indult utjdara, ott
a legkifo:rottabbak a hagyomdnyai, s az egyetemeken kialakult
szamos kommunikdcids iskola fémjelzi az ilyen kutatdsok hirnevét,
- elengedhetetleniil fontos a konkrét tapasztalatgylijtés valamelyik
anerikal egyetemen, Rdka Jolin szakmailag felkésziilt arra, hogy
egy 1lyen lehetdséget megkapva, sokoldaluan hozz4Aj4ruljon a tomeg-
téjékdztatés amerikai kutatdsi eredmdnyeinek hazai hasznositisihoz.

liindezek alapjdn a pilydzd kérelmét megalapozotinak tartom,

g melegen tdmogatom. = J ot
g & . ﬂc\d"‘glg "‘*(
Budapest, 1992, midrcius /Dr. Tabidn P41/
egyetemi tandr
a nyelvtudomanyok doktora



Dr. Roka Jolén, a nyelvtudomdny kandldatusa t0bb mint mésfél
évtlzede oktat, illetve vegez kutatdsokat az ELTE BTK'hai magyar
nyelvi tanszeken, tanszékiinkon. Tobb idegen nyelvet kltunoen is-
merd, aZ'idejét'kﬁvetke;etesen beoszté szakember és_eredményes
kutatd. I987-ben Jelent meg "Az ujsdgszivegek szerkesztési ds
stllustlpologléaa" cimii monogréfiaaa, az Akadémiai kiaddnidl, a
rangos "Nyelvészeti tanulmanyok"‘sorozatban. Ezenkiviil mintegy o
huszondt dolgozata latott napvilagot,a szélegsebb értelemben vett
szﬁﬁegvizsgélat témakdrébél. Vonzédik a modern, 85t a legmodernebb
diszeciplindkhoz és kutatémédszerekhez. Szivesen konzultdl a leg-
nevesebb kﬁlfﬁidi szakemberekkel, illetve készséggel tanulmihyozza
az érdékl6dési korébe tartozd.eredményeket a helyszinen, a kiil-
£61di egyetemeken és intéze;ekben. Eddig négy vgztdndijat nyert
el rovid tanulmdnyutra: Anglidba /kétszer/, Olaszorszdgba és Finn-
orszdgba, valamint IS9I., Gszén a Soros Alapitviny témogatésévalr

két hénapot t651t5tt el Amerikdban a Pennsylvania State University,
School of Communications dékénjénék meghivdsdra, Ott-tartdzkoddsa
sordn k6zds kutatdsi munkatervet dolgozott ki két amerikai pro-
fesszorral a médiaszdvegek kulturkSzi elemzésére /magyar és ame-

- rikai viszonylatban/.

Ezenkiviil érvényes meghlvasa van George Gerbner professzor-
$461, az Annenberg School of Communlca?lons, University of Pennsyl- -
vania egykori dékdnjdtél. Tanulminyutjdnak célﬁa ezuttal is az
Ameriksban kidolgozoff kommunikicidelméleteknek, valamint a t&-
megtéjékoétatés, mindenekel8tt az audigvizuélis szovegek /TV hirék,
rekldmok/ tipoldgiai vizsgdlatdnak a tamulményozdsa, '

Mivel a kommunikéciékutatés legfGbb iskoldi Ameriksdban jottek
létre, éppen Gerbner professzor intézetében is, dés mivel a tOmeg-
kommunikdcié Osszehasonlitd vizsgdlatdra ott minden technikai fel-
tétel megvan, rendkiviil hasinOS»lenne mind a palydzdnak, mind a

_ténszéknek,aha Réka Jolén elnyerhetné a 'megpdlydzott Osztdndijat.,



