STANFORD UNIVERSITY
STANFORD, GALIFORNIA 94305

RESEARCH C]:l\ I'ER IN LCONOMKJ GROWTH
423 Encioa Hall

szpt@mberrlﬁ, 1969

Professor Julius Margolis
Economics Depaxtment
Wharton School
- University of Pennsylvanla
. Philadelphia :

Dear Professor Margolis:

Sorry to have been so 1ong in writlng,
but our first child just arrived, aﬂd
things have been heactic, '

I remain much intex ~ested in your public
poliey analysis institute, although.

1 want to give the question whether

my interests (and capabilities) are con-
sistant with your gogls some more thought.

Enclosed is a short paper in the form
of & comment on Ayres and Kneese; this is .
a short version of a somewhat IOﬁger paper

I am still working on., A Vita is also o
enclosed,

Sincerely,

hBruCﬂ M Owen



S SRR STANFORD UNIVERSITY o
L - STANFORD; CALIFORNIA 94305 - o

L RES):ARCH CENTER IN ECO\OMIC GROWTH

423 Encina Hall

;Sept&mbe: 22,'1969

Professor Julius hargolxs
Fela Institute
Wharton School
University of Pennsylvania
Phll&delphxag Penno 1910&

Dear Professor Margolls:" _
Thanks for your lLetter of the 18th. Enclosed is a copy of
the R.E. be commﬂmt - hardly a.semiﬁal'COntributionl

The.f @lds of lntEL st on my Vita are in no particular ord@ro
I am interested in microeconomic theory, industrial organi=-
zation, public finance, and urban problems with about equal
“intensity, History and macro should be at the bottom,

I have becoms increasingly interested .in the general problem
- of pub}ic goods and externalities; as it relates to public
provision of these goods., When efficiency requires that '
_ production and allocaticn decisions be Yinternalized" at
the appropriate. level of regional intcgzation, there remains
an important question of efficieéncy within the governmental
-body which resultso 1 think that I would be quite excited
\about ari OppOftuﬂlﬁy to study the behavior of such bodies,
up to and including tha nat:onal publlc COTPO”&thﬂa

lEnclosed is a very rough initlal draft of a paper_along-
these lines in the comnunicatlons field, 1 hope to expand
thisg into a moreé intensive survey of the present structiural
problems and of the pricing scheme that is proposed, The
next step is to study the ways in which extant public al-
location takes place for urban and other services, In part-
icular, 1 worry whether the "x-~inefficiency" and incentive
prob]ems of public enterprise are more or less severe .than. =
the costs of ‘private markets in the presence of exteznaL1t1es
and publlc oodsg : .

If work’ along thesm lines flts dn w1th your ObJPCthEug than
I would véry -much like to remain on your list ‘of candidates,

Sincerely;

bruce M. Owen



' STANFORD UNIVERSITY . *
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA gi305 = =

.'DHM£TMENTOFECONUMES S o ' September 30, 1969

Professor ul:us Margoiis :

Fels Institute of Local and State Government
Un|ver5tty of Pennsylvania’

-PhLIadeIphla PennsyIVdn:a IS]O#

Dear Julfe:

- | am pleased to write in response to your inquiry about Mr. Bruce.
Cwen, From the earliest point in his career in-the graduate progrem-
here, Bruce Owen has impressed me most favorably., Owen has a-real flair
for hard thinking and. painstaking research on interesting, and overlooked
empirical problems, = Almost immediately upon his arrival here from w;lI;ams;
he undertook a little study on historical, industrial and regional varia-
‘tions in the extent of multiple shift work., Aside from the fact that
this was an essentially independent project, pursued at his own initia~
tive, the thing that really impressed me was that he turned up a body
of unworked B, L. $, data on multiple shift work, going back into the
interwar years, and quickly determined that in order to analyze it prop- '
erly he had. to first try to -extend the theory of the -firm to treat the
problem of the allocation of labor and other .inputs over time., It was
quite a performance for. a first year student : '

When 1 returned this fall after- fifteen months on leave. I was
‘struck by the strides Owen had made since his first year, He has a very
firm grasp of the basic, and indecd some of the more saph!sticated theo-
retical and quantitative tools of ‘the . trade,  This is in some measure
reflected by his performance on comprehen5|ve exams, wh:ch has been quite
exceptional: A's: in all fields but one represents no mean achievement.

{ am still inclined to believe that Owen's talents are most pronounced

in fields of applied work, particularly applied price theory. However,

if his creative capab1l:t|es do not lie in the realm of pure theory, he

‘is certainly technically well equpped to handle the range of undergradu—
ate micro-and macro theory courses; and. to teach microeconomics at the
graduate level, . From what | have learned, Owen did an outstandingly good -
jobas a. teach:ng assistant last year, for which we rewarded him by ex-
ploiting him to do somewhat more teachlng'than islusuai-

. This year -he is teachung in the Depariment as. an Actang Assustant
. Professor. | can think of only 3 other students during the past three
years who have been given such a pOSlt!Oﬁ. Th:s as much. as anything |



Bruce OQwen S Pagé'z.

: might write should indicate the High esteem in which Bruce Owen is held by
. the members of the Department.: ' : ' '

For what it's worth,; | can add that | [ind his personal manner
very easy; He is conscientious and takes his work seriously, but his
manner is relaxed and he has a very well developed sense of humor, |
should think he'd make a very positive contribution to your department,

Yours sincerely,
SN

Paul A. David :
Director of Graduate Study -

PAD/z .



RESEARCH CENTER fN ECONOMIC GROWTH

423 Encina Half

STANFORD UNIVERSITY  »
- STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305 |

~October 13, 1969

Professor Julius Margolds ..

" Fels Institute of Local and Seate Government

University of Pemnsylvania

Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla 19104

'Dear Julie

I am respondlng to your lettef of September 18 concern—

ing Bruce Oven.

As vou know, I give Bruce my highest. recommendations.

' He is bright, industrious, imeglnatlve, congenial, productlve

and well trained. He shows: every prospect of being a good

. teacher and his research habits and erelng skills are already.
well~ developed o

His dissertation research MThe Price Effects of Mergers,"
is very nearly completed and has been passed in oral examina-

tion. It's a workman-like job filling an important gap in the

literature of industrial organization and adds significant

.empirical work to 1ts theoretic contribution. - His fields of
rinterest are not limited to industrial organization; he has
very strong interxests in public finance, urban economics, and
- economic history and would not be out of place teaching in
‘micro theory. ‘Within industrial organization he has spent a

good bit of time studying massg communications industries and
is teaching a seminar in the Department of Ecenomics this year
on the economics of mass communication. He will also be teach-

"ing undergraduate courses in micro theory and 1ndustrlal organi~

zation in the Department this year

AlY} in all 1 think he is a flrvt rate candldate and one

. that I would like 'to see . SLay ‘at Stanfoxd

I hope that ‘'you have’ gotten settled at Penn and that your
work is proceeding well. I am finding my year off productive

~and peaceful,

Cordiallj,

JNR/b




UNIVERSITY INTRAMURAL CORRESFONDENCE
 FELS INSTITUTE OF LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT

October 15, 1969

TO 1 Alwsrin Phillips

FROM Julius Margelis

S

IN RE' : Bruce Owen's canaldacy for an A551stant Professarshlp of
Economics :

Bruce Owen is now an Acting Assistant Professor at Stanford
while he completes his dissertation. He is likely to be ranked
nurber one among the Stanford students comlng onto the market this
year.

He attended the course in Urban Economics taught by me. and
Mel Reder. My semester of the year course had about fifty students
and’ T found that I played the conventicnal role of a teacher to all
students but Cwen, When he spoke 1 listened to the arguments with
the sense thet a mature and creative analyst was at work. Reder's
- gemester was smaller, aboud fifteen students. A couple of Limes
he volunteered the information that Owen was excellent. ' '

Rosse ran the most active of the Stanford workshops - on miero-
econcmic anslysis. He was extremely enthusiastic about Owen's con-
~tributions to the discussion on the papers of others, several small
‘papers he presented, as well as his dissertation. Other professors
have commented on his energy in pushing through fairly large jobs
in a short period, and the outpub always being interesting.

I am prepared to propose Owen for an appointment in Fels.
However, as you can see by his letter he has some vneertainty
about his relative roles between economics and public policy anal-
ysis. If ke should conme here I believe he would also be able Lo

do some work for the Ammenberg School as well., He is now teaching
~a joint seminar between Economics and Communications. Despite the
: many roles he might play, once here, L would like to get the De-~
‘par%mental response to a straight appointment in Economies as well
las a joint aDp01nbment with Fels, If a Fels appointment is made

it would be with the assumplbion that he may be of tenure material -
which would eventually reguire a committment by Economics, There-"
fore, I hope the Departmenb ‘gives him serious attention right now.

If the Department wants nore documentation, please Yet me know.
I have Written_tO-ROnéld McKerinon for another lgtter._ S



UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19104

) Wharton School of October 24, 1969
Finance and Commerce

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

Dr. George Gerbner
The Annenberg School

Dear George:

I am enclosing a memorandum from Julius Margolis to me .
concerning Bruce Owen, an Acting Assistant Professor at Stanford.
Algo attached are some supporting materials.

I am interested in the possibility of appointing Owen
as an Assistant Professor. I would be very pleased to cooperate:
with you as well as with Margolis in this appointment if you
feel that Annenberg would be interested,

I'would like to get a letter off to Owen quite promptly.
Do you want me to mention the possibility of some work in the
comnunications area?

Sincerely,

Almarin Phillips
‘ Chairman
AP:fb ' Department of Economics
enc,

cc: Dr. Julius Margolis



Sctober 78, 1969

Pr. Almarin Philiips, Chéeirmen
Department of Hconomics
Wharton School of Finance and cmrce

- Dear Als

I vead the materisls by end sbout Bruce Owen, snd hie papet on "The Future
of PFublie Policy in Commmnicetions.® .

On the besis of what I have vead, I would say that t:!mm wwid be a
definite iaterest in his work in the mﬁattm ares. As you know,
capable and reseasvchworisnted attention to commmications ecomomics,
aspecially in relation to pa&ue policy in ammi:aas;im, 18 & long~

folt noed in our program. 1 am etill convincad that dooner Or ldater we
will find the right person to smeet that nesd. A cooperative eclution

with sconomics and the Fels Isstitute would be a spatiafactory wlut:m

for us, giaeovi&w the individual has 2 sufficient coumitment to pursue
teaching and research in that ayres to £111 our needs. The finimm
solution for us would be ohe course for graduste students of gmﬁcaﬂm
with no previous work in ccénomics, and sn advanced geminsy plus the supere
vigion of a few thesis projects, vot nscessarily all at the seme tims. One
of these courdes a semestey would be sufficient, but one s ytaar would not
eomgtitute an adequate saiuz:m to our probles.

1 just wented Lo give you gsome indicetion of the general z;am of our needs.
We sre currently consldering several altervative pousibilities, and if Owen
responds positively and it appeers that a cooperative arrangement might be
savisfactory all sround, it would fm helpful to discuss the matiter sgain
heﬁmre the end of the year.

With hagt reggm.

§incerely yours,

G 1kas . " George Gerbuer,
Dean

Ct: Dr. Julius Mergolis



el Beubors of the Bwecutive Comweities

BATE | Decesber 15, 1969

+ Worth, Height

An gt hant, Sruse Cogk 18 giving « jelst Commmviestlivhe-Heontalcs Seuduer
o Wedsewday, Decsubor 17 Grom 11 4ems be 1 polt. in Boos 195, Boue wmesbers

of the Geovomies Deportment snd Fals Iustitete faculiies will alse stbend,

You sny pocsil thet Owen f& betng cenwiderved for o Joint syveistment,

Wsits will dndinident 1 o af the camittes von be wrvengsd bebween
I wnd & paw.  Viewese Jet s buow If you wish e meet with Dwen, sad #e



-~ :. INTERESTED FACULTY AND STUDENTS'ARE INVITED TO A-

.- JOINT COMMUNICATTONS - ECONOMIGS SEMINAR

Public Policy and Eﬁerging'Technolqu in the Media 

- Bruce Owen
Assistant Professor of Economics
Stanford University

‘The Annenberg School. of Communications
" Room 124 .

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday; December 17, 1969



- 33&;;&@- 20, 1970

| Mr. Bruce N, Owes
68-D Spcondide Village
%ﬁaaﬁ’aﬁﬂ. ﬁﬂiiﬁa{mi& 94308

Ma’r ﬁt. mx [

_ T am . ngy to my that ve ﬂﬁi be unable to offer you an
esaistant professopship for next yeer. As you koow, I weas quite

hopaful thet some sovk of joint svvengement 'bamn this Depsrtment

.. sod Aonenberg would meke pn offer pessible, but thie has proven
#iot to be the cese.  Ba you well reslize, budget m& %t&fﬁiﬂg

. ;tmﬁl%ﬁ aye ﬁ&x«x‘ﬂ;iy &iﬁﬁaiﬁﬁ c’hi& ys&r.

%&t wé&kam - : -

$lucerely,

- Alarin Phillips
o - o ~ thalymen
Apifb I . Department of ﬁe@mi&s
¢c: Dean George Gerbuner f'j '



UNIVERSITY Of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 19104

Wharton School of : ,
Finance and Commerce Januvary 20, 1970

DerarTMENT OF ECONOMICS

Dean George Gerbner
Amnenberg School of Communications

Dear George:

We reviewed very carefully our staffing problems for next
year at a Department meeting on Friday, January 16. Bruce Owen
was among those considered and, somewhat as a surprise to me, the
Department felt that we should not offer him an assistant profes-
sorship. Given the limited number of positions we are likely to
have available in the foreseeable future,. it was the Department's
view that persons other than Owen should be given priority.

Sincerely,

aﬁéfg?

-Almarin Phillips
Chairman
AP:fb ' Department of Economics
enc,






