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Newton N, Minow, former chairman of the Federal Communications Comﬁission,
will discuss "The Great 30ciety and Broadcasting' with graduate students.
at g colloquium, Thursday, December 2, at 3:00 P,M., in room 126 of The

Annenberg School of Communications.

The colloquium is part of a regular series, sponsored by The Annenberg
Scﬁbol, in which'profeasibnais, SOcial.scientists, ahd artisté from ﬁ#rious
fields discuss their_#pproachés to probleﬁs and isgues in cummunieation§
gnd the mass media. It is open to alliUnivefsity of Penns&lvania étudents,

faculty members, and guests,

Minow, who served as chairman of the F.C.C. from 1961 to 1963, is now a
senior partner in the Chicago Law firm of Leibman, Williams, Bennett; Baird
an& Minow. He alse ie a member of the Board of Directors of the Curtis

Publighing Company, and & consultant to Encyclopedia Brittanica,

As thairman of the commission,'Minow created a st;r in the broadcasting -
industfy with hié now-£amous “wasteland".sgéeeh to the National Asabciétion
of Broadcasters at theif annual convention in Washington, May 9, 1961; He
invited the brdadcasters_to sit in front of their television sets and watch
théirrbwn stationa from the time they went on the air in the morning until
they went off the eir late at night. "I can assure yéu," he said; "you will

obgerve a vast wasteland."
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Minow was graduated from Northwestern University in 1949, He received a
bachelor of law degree from Northwestern in 1950, and was admitted to both

the Wisconsin and Illinois bars the same year.

He practiced law with the firm of Mayer, Meyer, Austrian and Platt of
Chicago, 1950-51 1953-55' and was a partner in the firm of Adiai E. Stevenson,

1955=-57, and Stevenson, Rifkind and Wirtz, 1957~ 61

He served as law clerk to Chief Justice Fred M, Vinson in 1951-52, and as
administrative asaistant te Governor Adlai E, Stevenson in the 1952 and
1956 presxdential campaigns, and as general counsel and secretary for the

Natlonal Bu31ness and Professional Committee for Kennedy-Johnson in 1960,

Minow was voted one of the ten outstanding young men in Chicago in 1960
and one of America's ten outstanding young men_in 1961, He received the

George Foster Peabody Broadcasting Award in 1961,

He is the author of Egual Time; The Private Broadcaster and The Public

Interest, publisheq this year,

Minow is a member of the U, 5. National Commission for UNESCO, and the
Conference on Public Service. He is a director of the Chicago chapter
of the American Jewish Committee and a member of the junior board of

the Chlcago chapter of the National Conference of Christians and Jews,
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Qgeaiiéﬁsijf Newton Mirnow Panel:

ﬁurlng Hr. Minow's term on the e, the Commission an&,hroadcasﬁlng were
very mueh & part of’ the "Hew Prontier." Whyyhave they net become an egually
imporitant, part of . Johnsgen's "Great Bociety?' ~Jack Gould wrote that "Ever since
- assuming office, Preszﬁeni Jahnsen has had hardly a word to say. abuut television
broadcastxng and has broken the tradition of senﬂing Presidential massagas to
the annual conventions of the National Association of Broadcasters.” Does ‘this
apyarent negleat of broadc&stxng have anything to do with Johmson'& own broad»
<_eaﬁt1ng 1nteres%39 R Lol L

T 5the "Great haciaty“ campaign were to be taken sarioualy, ‘and if
ﬁelev1saoa were to play an active part in it, what would this involve? What.
would be. the braadcasting gystem appropriate to a great society? What are the
broadeasting needs for the transition to such a society, and for such a socleﬁy
once gchisved? ‘What should be the role of telavisian in relation to the pnex,
the civil righ%s movememt, mass education, ete.? Whaﬁ changes must be made in.
the br@adeast;ng landscape to suit it to the needs of the "Great: Bociety?™ In
thiﬁ;'egardg it would be 1nteresﬁing to know Mr. Minow's definition ef fthe
FUBLIG INTEREST,” with respeet to the qnsstiens of popular tustes vs. pogulax
needs, passib&l;ﬁieﬁ for aduca%ing and raising cultural leVels, ate.

Boes he feel, then, that %elav1516n today is any more or loss the
great "vagt wasteland" thet he described five yoars sgo? In what ways? Does
he feel that his speeches have had any-subs%antmal and lazting effects? Is the
introduction of célor TV merely a means of hiding the television wast&lana gt
billboards hide the 3unkyarﬁs aleng our highways?- .

Hiaes he feel that American brosdeasbing, controlled by yrivate carparate
enterprize, and in particular as dominated by advertising,; has succeeded in
. adequately serving the public inﬁerest? ¥hat changes, if any, woukd he suggest

. in the structure of brondeasting? 1n this regard, he supported the passage of .

the Space Communications act which essentially left the control of sattellite
eopmunication: in the hands of gr;vate enterprise: Why? In general; what should
be the role of the United States ip international eommnnlcatlana (rofer to
Shiller's reservations}?

- On leaving the FCC, Mr. Hinow recommended publicly and in a letter to
the President that the legislative and judieial functions of the Commission be
separated. Does he still @edm believe this %o be a wvisble.proposali and, if =o,
why does he think it has never been acted upon? Whet otlier changes would he
recomiend in the structurs, sctivibties, ebe. of the FCC? {(¥hy d4id he quit?
What waul& heve to be chenged before he would return?)

. Mr. Minow comgtantly advocated editorializing by broadcastera: does he
feel that this responsibility is being more widely met boday due to his urging?
¥hat is the present level of functioning of the fairness doctrine? Is it usually
adhered to? Is it a viable administratéve guide for the ¥CC?

For the future: In what areas can we expect imprevement in television?
¥hat areas are susceptible to reform and pressure? What ard the potential
contributions of Pay-TV, CATV, EIV? ¥hat will be the ROC's role in relation to
these new forms? (Will it be able to maintein control of wire broadcasting?)
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