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From MASS COMMINICATION WITHOUT MASS MEDIA
By Kusum Singh
| Draft of August 1987
1. A I0ST LEGACY

The great changes in the social order of the world which have

occurred during the past two centuries are very largely the

direct or indirect result of social movements.
Rudolf Heberle 1

When cne thinks of great mass movements in hlstory, the mind goes
back to the exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt, the rise of Islam, the
Crusades, the Reformation and the Cramwellian, American and French
~ revolutions. More recently, many of the greatest changes in _the social
order have been associated with socialist and commmist movements, the
fascist movements that came to power between World Wars I and IT, and
the anti-colonial mvements that burst forth after World War IT.

In the United States today many people are t.ty:l.ng to organize
effective movements on behalf of extremely important, even structural,
reforms in the social order. Most of these have been rising, falling
and trying to rise again. The most effective thus far have been those
strugglmg for women's liberation, labcr, civil rights, the rights of
the disabled, enviromnental protection and the cessation of U. 8.
intervention in certain other countries. Many people have been .act_ively'
trying to 'build stronger movements in the fields of peade, ‘qay and
lesbian rights, reproductive rights, the "right to life," crime
prevention, victims' rights and drug addiction. An important — and thus

far the least successful —- movement has aimed at upgrading the quality
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of television shows for children and curtailing the excessive
presentation of violence in all television shows. Among the most
successful movements of recent times has been the "radical right," as
documented in Sidney Blumenthal's "The Riée Of The Counter-
establishment: Fram Conservative Ideology to Political Power." 2

In other countries of "Fimst World" capitalism, while similar
efforts are to be found, there are stronge.f labor, socialist, communist
and fascist or neo—fascist movements aiming at sweeping changes in the
political, social, economic order. The Solidarity movement in Poland is
bﬁt one example of the less open movements for social change in the
communist countries of the so-called "Second World." Amon'j the
developing "Third World" countries ithere are movements for
industrialization, usually under the banner of "development, " and
various "liberation movements" against existing regimes.

But what is a movement? How does a movement differ from a mere
_ organization or interest (or pressure) group?

‘Unfortunately, the rich and growing field of communication
research -— whether on mass media or political, organizaticnal or
interpersonal commmication -— offers little help in answering ithis
' question. Still more sﬁrprisihg, those who have studied social movements
directly have concentrated on specific a‘ganiz’a_tiohs. The most important
studiés have concentrated on socialist oi' communist parties, labor
unions, farm groups and religious organizations. 3 In his sweeping
review of research in the field Joseph R, Gusfield makes it clear th.at
too iittle work has been done on anti-colonial independence movements

in Asia, the Middle East, Africa or Iatin America. 4
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In the most cha].lengihg of all recent works in the field Frances
Fox Piven and Richrd A. Cloward have focussed on four poor people's
organizations in the Unitel States: the Unemployed Councils during the
Great Depression, the industrial unions that emerged in the 1930s, a
nunber of civil rights organizations, and the Nétionai Velfare nghts
Organization (in wfnse work they had actively participated). Picking ﬁp
Robert Michelsy idea that "organization implies a tendency toward
oligarchy,” they have documented the way in which farmal organizations
of the poor have degeneratel by dampening the spontaneity upon which
successful movements depend. 5 Their lasting contribution to the study
of social movements is their emphasis upon the tendency of fonnal.
organization to undermine the power of any poor peééle;s movement., For
them, the power of a poor people's movement flows from the spontaneous
eruption of the very turbulent or disruptive protest that the leaders c.>f.‘
famal organizations tend to discourage. ¥e their emphasis on tﬁis
important idea apparently leads them to the conclusion that such
spontaneous eruption is by itself ithe essence of a successful movement
rather than an additional element in it. In other words, Piven and
Cloverd seem to have overlooked Michels' recognition of a fundamental
paradox ~- namely, that while organization breeds oligarchy, "Democracy
is impossible without organization." 6

As T see it, the paradox presented by these two propositions of
Michels helps explain a real life problems that all movement leaders
must face. Thus, without _min:i.mizing the tendency of formal organization
to undermine a movement's militancy, one can also ‘ac}mcmled.ge that no
social movement can be successful without both formal organizations and

spontaneity. As R. H. Turner points out, "A movement is a mixture of
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organization and spontaneity. There is usually 6ne or more organizations
that give idgntity, leadership and coordination to the movement, but ithe
boundaries of the movement are never coterminous with the
organizafions. " 7 Let me suggest that Turner's observai:ion also
applies to rich people's movements - and particularly to both old-
fashioned imperialism and what is now called "neccolonialism,” -

Let me emphasize the plural: organizatiohg. Every successful
movement has encompassed a cluster or coalxtmn of organizations, rather
than a single organ:l.zat:l.on that attemwpts to do everything by 1tse1f
Mareover, the very concept of a movement, as Gusfield has pointed out,
suggests "a mixture of formal association and informal diffuse
behavior." 8 |

But what is it that somehow or other brings together the many
organizations, infarmal groups and individual partisans (to use Herbert
Blumer's texm for those who are not members of an organization)? 9
What is it that leads to or creates whatever shared values, beliefs ar
aims may be held by both the activists and the supporters of any
movement?

In my judgement, there can be only one answer: communication.

This is true even if one defines commmication rather narrowly as :the
transmission of information. It is even more obvious if we usé the
broader doncept of commmication as "the way in which people. ccme to
accept things in comwon.™ 10

This book concentrates on the communication processes ccmnon' to

the two largest mass movements in human history — the Indian and

Chinese liberation movements led by Mohandas Gandhi and Mao Zedong.
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In developing this focus, I am to same extent following the example of

Eric Hoffer. In The True Believer: Thoughts On The Nature Of Mass

Movements, Hoffer recognizes that there have been both good and bad mass
movements. But he concentrates an what he sees as common elements
(excluding communication processes) in all mass movements without trying
to add up the pluses and ﬁnuses in each. 11 oOthers have rushed to
judgment on both the Gandhi and the Mao movements. For some, as shown in
"Can The Legacy Be Retrieved?" (Ch. 7), Gandhi's methods are an

inspiration for those who are terrorized by today's precarious peace of

mutually-assured nuclear violence. L. S. Stavrianos argues — with at

least partial wvalidity -- that Gandhi's historic role was to:

"deradicalize India" and make "social revolution against the native
~ establishment impossible.” 12 For some, Mao is the shining light for
future anti-imperialist movements in "Third world" countries. For_ some
Chinese people today, he was the guiding figure behind the infamous
"Gang of Four." For anti-communists around the world, he was simply a
mass murderer. In thlsbook I do not deal with such matters— o
Today, the Gandhi legacy is usually vn.ewmd in terms of non-violent
- activism, a topic of ewverlasting importance. The Mao legacy is seen. in
terms of his strategies of gquerilla warfare. Thus far, I fear, their
innovations in the kind of commnication required foar successful mass
ﬁnvements have been ignored. |

In the present era of electronic media, even ardent follcﬁers of
Gandhi often fail to understand how Gandhi was .able to build a mass
movement without mass media. Like many "ccrmtunicatioh experts," they

sometimes make the fatal errar of equating the part with the whole~——

o

T

-
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that is, TV, the cinema and the press (important though they are) with
the much la.rger totality of all human communication. In China, during
the very period that Gandhi was most active, Mao avoided making thlS
error. Although uSing many un-Gandhi like methods, he too succeeded in
achieving mass cc:rmmication. without access to — and always against the
influence of —- mass media. Despite their striking differences, both
Gandhi and Mao succeeded in mobilizing millions of illiterate peasants
in fierce struggles against overwhelming odds. In neither country could
victories have been won without mass commumnication. 13

Unfortunately, the creative ideas and techniques used by Gandhi and
Mao in achieving this "commmication miracle” 14 seem to have slid into
some deep "memory hole" of histary. They are a lost legacy.

This book is a modest effort to retrieve this lost legacy. I hope
it may encourage other conmunication researchers to study social
movements. It might even stimulate more seriqus research by people in
other disciplines on the many independence movements in "Third World"
countries, .particularly those that operated in the earlief yéars of this
centufy. 'Any o&er-concentration on the present ar on the United States
and Europe can deny the people of the present useful access to the many
of the rich legacies of past histary. |

But firsf: a few _words on the movements that developed under the
Gandhi-Mao stYlés of leadership.

Two nbvanmts That Changed the World
Over 40 years ago the British empire was shaken by the non-violent
"Quit India" movment led by Mohandas Gandhi, the little old man whom
Winston Churchill had called "the naked fakir." |




A 10ST LEGACY

A little later when the armies of Mao took over all of China, the
entire Westem warld was shaken.

The news spread like wildfire, "If they can do it," asked many
pecple in other countries long dominated by the old imperial powers,
"why can't we do it?" 7 | _

The answers came one after another. In 1948, the péople of Ceylon
and Burma, India's immediate neighbors, won independence. Incionesia
followed in 1949. The freedom fever then spread to Egypt (1952), the
Sudan (1956) and Malaya 1957, By the 1960s it engulfed most of Africa
as the people of 17 colonies displaced their colonial rulers. |

In 1955, as this process was unfolding, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru of India and Chou En-lai, China's Foreign Minister, (supported by
Yugoslavia and Ihdonesia) called a conference in Bandung, Indonesia, to
encourage and unite all the. an_ti—imperial 'rrovenénts. The historic
Bandung manifesto proclaimed their search for a \third way between the
blocs led by the two Ws, the United States and the Soviet
Union. Thus was bamn the idea of a "Third Werld" of non-aiigned nations.
Within this Third World, India and China -- with populations
respectively of 800_ million and 1 billion — now include over 40 percent
of the whole world's population. But alongside them are about 100 other
countries.that, together with India and China, represent over two thirds
of the world's populatlon They are also a huge majority in the assembly
of the United Nations. |

Among many of these countries, however, particularly those controlled
by military or autharitarian dictatorships, the freedam fever still
rages. In the Philippines and Haiti, scame successes have already been

made in following the Indian example of freedom through non-violent




A IOST LBEGACY

activism, A similar effort is being made in South Korea. But in South
Africa, Chile, Central America, Poland and other countries the struggles
go on. Scme openly advocate non-viclent activism a la Gandh.1 Others
seem to have given up.on peaceful methods and faver what £hey perceive
to have been Mao's way. Rarely, however, are there many who have
understood a key element that was common to both Gandhi and Mao—
namely, their ability to achieve wass commmication without access to

Plan of the Book

Just how did Gandhi and Mao do it?

The task of this book is to answer that question.

In the next chapter I offer a broad — but all too brief --
histbrical background on imperialism and anti-imperialism in both
countries. After rev1emng what appeared to be the invincible power of
foreign rulers and their native supporters, I describe the slow growth
of the two liberation movements that eventually achieved victories that
earlier seem highly improbable, if not impossible. Thisl review, however,
is limited to the periods before and until the Congress Party and the

_ C'n:i.nése Communist Party got mtopower I leave to others _thé equally
important task of analyzing what happened in these countries after
Gandhi was assassinated and Mao was elevated to a sémi—divine status.

The next three chapﬁers deal mainly with the messsages
commnicated by Gandhi and Mao during the critical World var IT period
.of 1942-44, The three-part Appendix reports on the documents analyzed,
the major themes in them and the reliability of the analysis.

In "Messages of Freedom,” (Ch.3) I rev:.ew what Gandhi and Mao
said about crisis, goal values, leadership styles and cdmmmication

channels. This chapter concentrates, however, on the first two of these
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subjects. The more instrumental themes of leadership and channels are
| left to the next two chapters.

"leaders As the Message" (ch.4) sets forth a unique aspect of the
Gandhi-Mao. approach to communication: the role of many leaders as
living examples of the values they espouse and want others to accept. I
~show that Gandhi and Mad were not charismatic in the w1dely accepted
Weberian sense of being graced by divine or suﬁerhuman powers. Rather,
they developed a non-elitist (non—Weberian) form of charisma that
encouraged self-reliant and cooperative effort among the people and
discouraged dependency on leaders, Some years ago, "Gandhi's name, now
_incréasingly synonomous with Tthe Mahatma,'" wrote Erik H, Eriksen,
"came to the attention of a charisma~hungry warld; but th:l.s would be a
subject for a separate book." 15 Since then, a few separate bocks on

charismatic leadership have been written. Of these, The Spellbinders by

Ann Ruth Willner is the most fact-based and creative. 16 Perhaps the
material in this chapter may provide material for the additional wark
that is needed on the many varieties of charisma that may help or hurt
a werld that still seems charisma hungry.

"Channel Enlargement" (ch.5) deals with Gandhi's and Mao's
inventiveness in exploiting o creating a huge variety of channels.
Many of these channels were multidirectional and bottarr—sidéways. Some
were bottcm—up All were directed to diverse audiences, including
various national elites in their own countries and their adversaries and
supparters in other countries.

"Mass .Li.ne Communication" (ch.6) consolidates the materials in the
previous three chapters While still using message analysis, 1this
chapter walks on two feet, to borrow ocne of Méo's met:aphbrs. Going

~ beyond what Gandhi and Mac said during the critical years of 1942-44,
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it discussés what they 4id fram the early 1920's to Indian independence
in 1947 and the creation of the People's Republic of China in 1949. This
combination of message and action during the almost three decades of
their struggle —-- each expressed iﬁ accordance with the unique
traditions of each country —- helped awaken thousands and then millions
fron decades of apathy and motivated them for struggle against heavy
odds.

What might be the relevance today of the Gandhi-Mao 1e'gacf ?

| In the present TV era could their successes in mass commmication
without mass media be repeated?

In "Can The legacy Be Used?" (ch.7) I suggest how — subject to

many conditions and adaptations -- the commmication theory and

practice of Gandhi arxiMaomght became relevant in various parts of the

world. With enough understanding of their commmnication ideas and

techniques, some people may be able to invent mcare human approaches to

commnication and leadership than the elitist, oligarchic, and carefully

contrived charismatic styles that are too often the product of modern
communicators.

But progress along these lines is improbable unless much more
attention is given -~ particularly in schools and departments of
camunication — to the totality of commmication. Over-emphasis on the
mass media may'tend to a fam of specialization that ignores the vital
importance of non-media and small media communication. It may have the
_ unf artunate consequence of conveying the idea that the mass media —
whether controlled by the state or by profit-seeking conglomerates—
are invincible. I therefare repart on mopeful tendencies toward

generalist approaches to commmication. I conclude by offering some

10
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suggestions for more research on how non-elitist and circular modes of

camunication are being attemwpted in various parts of the world, 17

1. Heberle,"Types and Functions of Social Movements,” International
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. 14, p. 444.

2. Sidney Blumenthal. The Rise Of The Counter-establishment: Fram
Conservative Ideology to Politcal Power. Times Books, 1986. As with many
other studies of right-wing and neo~fascist or fascist extremism,
including Friendly Fascism (South End Press, 1982), Blumenthal does not
use the concept of social movement. '

3. Among the earlier and best-known studies of social movements are
these: Herbert Blumer, "Collective Behavier," Joseph B. Gittler, ed.
Review of Sociology: ZAnalysis of a Decade, Wiley, 1957, p. 127-158;
Hadley Cantril, The Psychology of Social Movements, Wiley, 1941; Walter
Galenson, Comparative Labor Movements, Prentice-Hall, 1952; Joseph R.
Gusfield, Symbolic Crusade: Status Politics and the American Temperance
Movement, University of Illinois Press, 1963; Rudolf Heberle, Social
Movements§: An Introduction to Political Sociology, Appleton, 1951;
Selig Perlman, A Theory of the labor Movmebnt, Wiley, Kelly, 1928; Fred
A. Shannon, American Farmers' Movments, Van Nestrand, 1957; and Rapph H.
Turner and lewis M. Killian, Collective Behavior, Prentice-Hall, 1957.
" Much of this work was influenced by Max Weber's The Theery of Social
and Economic Organization (1922}, Talcott Parsons, ed, Free Press, 1957.

4, Joseph A. Gusfield, "The Study of Social Movements," _Internatiocnal
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. 14.

5. Piven and Cloward, Poor People's Movements: Why They Succees, How
They Fail, Vintage, 1979.

6. Robert Michels. Political Parties, Free Press edit., 1962.

7. R. H. Turner. "Elementary Collective Behavior,” New Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Macropedia, Vol. 16, p. 607-622. The desirability of
"forging a unity between spontaneity and organization" was the basis of
Rosa Tuxemburg's critique of the undue centralism inherent in both the
German Social Democratic Party and the Ieninist concept of rewolutionary
leadership (Stephen Eric Brenner, Rosa Luxemburg: A Revolutionary For
Our Times, Columbia University Press, 1987, p. 49-57). A similar call
for combining democracy (and spontaneity) with organization is
presented by Raya Dunayevskaya in Marxism And Freedom, Humanities
Press, 1982 edition. The same idea appears at the center of modern
concepts of management and planning — more woiced than followed by
caparations and public agencies ~- as processes that promote
organizational democracy and spontaneous action at all levels to
challenge high lewvel decisions rather than give blind, Eichmann-like
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obedience,

8. Gusfield, op. cit., p. 445. Similar concepts are used in almost all
other studies of collective behavicr.

S. Blumer, "Collective Behavior," in Alfred M. lee, New Qutline of the
Principles of Sociology, 2nd. edit. Barmes & Noble, 1951, p. 167-222.

10. This is the definition used by John Dewey after his assertion that
"There is mere than a verbal tie between the wads common, commnity,
and cammunication. Men live in a commnity by virtue of the things they
have in common.” Quoted by Ashley Montague in The Human Connection,
McGraw Hill, 1979, p. ix. Building on Dewey, Montague begins his book
this way: "Commmication is the name we give to the countless ways that
humans have of keeping in touch =-- not just to wards and music, to
pictures and print, but also to cries and whispers, nods and becks,
postures and plumages: to every move ithat catches someone's eye and
every sound that resonates upon another ear. Human commmication, as the
saying goes, is a clash of symbols; and it covers a multitude of signs"
(ibid.). Almost everything said above is included tacitly in such brief
and famal definitions as "the interchange of infarmation by any means®
(The American Heritage Dicti } or "the exchange of meanings between
individuals thraigh a common systen of symbols" (The New Encyclopaedia
Britannica). ' -

11. Hoffer. The True Believer, Harper & i?ow, 1952, Writing durlng the

civil war between Chiang Kai-Shek and Mao, Hoffer looked back on the .

leadership abilities of Sun Yat-Sen and pointed ocut that "Unlike him,
Chiang Kai-shek seems to lack every essential quality of a mass movement
leader" (p. 106). He concluded that China was unable +o produce anyone
who "could keep a genuine mass movement going long enough for drastic
refams to take root" (p. 149)., If he had taken a few mcare years to
complete his book. Hoffer would surely have caught up with the
achievements of Mao. _

12, Stavrianos. Global Rift: The Third World Cames Of Age, Morraw, 1981,
p. 526-531. '

13. Backgramnd on this is provided in Kusum Singh, "Gandhi and Mao as
Mass Communicators,®Journal of Communication, Summer 1979, p.94-101;:and

"Mass Line Commumnication: ILiberation Movements in China and India," in’

George Gerbner and Marsha Siefer r ed., World Communicatiens: A
Handbook, N.Y.: Longman Publishers, 1984

14. In "Comwmmnicating: The Recurring Miracle” (Organizations and Their
Managing, Free Press, 1968, Ch. 22), Bertram Gross analyses ‘the many
barriers to communication resulting from the characteristics of senders,
messages, symbols, channels and receivers. "As a result, there may be
very little correspondence between the images in the sender's mind and
those produced in the receiver's mind, . . . When we consider the
sericusness of these blockages, it seem nothing short of miraculous that
people sometimes understand what administrators are trying to tell
them." If commumnication within an organization is difficult, obviously
cawmnication among organizatiions and between leaders and unorganized
followers or sympathizers — particularly when mass media are not

12
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"~ available — usvally faces even greater barriers.

15. Erikson. Gandhi's Truth: On The Origins Of Militant BNonviolence,
lbrtm, 19693 po 391- .

16. Willner. The Spellbinders. Yale University Press, 1984. Willner's

‘book contains a brilliant — but all too brief — summary of Gandhi's

non-violent camaigns in South Africa from 1906 to 1914 and in India from
1917 to 1930.

17. Some of this appeared earlier in Kusum Singh, "People against
Charisma, " Camumnicator, October 1981,

13
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2, The Improbable Overthrows

As the capitalist—industriai revolution rolled forward during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the European powers competed with
each other for control of the non-Furcopean world. Only thﬁs, it
seemed, could they find enough raw materials to feed their wvoracious
factaries and large enough markets to absarb the gfcwing volume of
factory output. By the late 1850s, after same bloody conflicts with
the Portugese, Dutch and the French, the British achieved domination
over thé largest of all the colonies, India. | | |

During their efforts in India, the British also attempted imperial
domination of China, an even largér country. Through control of India's
foreign trade, they were able to use opium from India as payment to
Chinese merchants for the Chinese tea to which the British were becoming
increasingly addiéted. But for the British empire' builders, Chinese
_adﬁictidn to opium was far more important; it' helped pacify the natives.
When native leaders tried to ban the opium trade, the British sent in
their fleet, thereby demonstrating the technical superiority of western-
arma_inents. In 1842, after two "opium wais,” they forced the Chinese to
cede Hong Kong to the British crown and give the British special
privileges in other coastal areas., This shat-term success inspir‘ed
France, Russia and the United States to follow their example and win
similar privileges. In short order, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy,
Denmark, the Netherlands, Spain, and Belgium jumped into the fray, each

seeking a piece of China. Under these circumstances the British were
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unable to repeat their Indian achievement. "By the beginning of the 20th
century some 90 Chinese ports had been opened to foreign control.” 1

By that time also the European powers were vying with each other in
other parts of Asia and in the Middle East, Africa, Iatin America and
the Caribbean. After spreading to the Pacific coast, the United States
had also entered the competition -— but usually through the more cost
effective methods of indirect economic control rather than through
formal coleonialization. By 1914 "the colonial powers, their colonies and
their famal colonies extended over approximately 85 percent of the
Earth's surface." 2 Indeed, after World War I, much of the treaty making
revolved around a reshuffling of colonial possessions and spheres of
influence. Despite the perturbations created by the Russian revolution
ahd the high promises of the Vemsailles Treaty, one thing was clear: the
colonies were under firm control. One great power might: lose sanethlng
and another may gain something. But empire itself was alive and well.
This was particularly true of the British empire which — with India as
the "jewel in the crown" — had succeeded Spain as "His Majesty's
dominions, on which the sun never sets.” 3

By this time also, as Japan slowly moved toward China (by preparing
to use Korea as a jumping off place into Manchuria), it seemed that
China was. docmed to perpetual domination by fareign imperialists, In
cher words, neither in India nor China was there any local force
- capable of competing with fareign armies and navies. |

One difficulty in reviewing modern Indian and Chinese history is
the enamous wealth of area studies that deal with each country
separately and often ignore the context of Western imperialism.
Fartunately, I have been able to benefit from the warks of William H,

McNeil, Stanley Chodorow et al and I. S. Stavriénos, broad—guaged
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of disease, pestilence, starvation, flood, drought, brigandage and War,
life was “poor, nasty, brutish and short.” 6

The entry of Western farces created not only .sharp culture clashes
but also a tangle of long-lasting myths and misunderstandings. The
European invaders and traders saw the natives of India and China (and
dther countries also) as "the White Man's Burden" (in Rudyard Kipling's
phrase), uncivilized heathen to whom the obviously superior British and
Furopeans would bring the blessings of civilization. The Indlan rulers
and merchants, in turn, looked at the fareigners as people from inferior
cultures. "Forangi" (Hindi for foreigner) became a pejorative temrm. Any
white person was a "laalmh bundar," a red-faced monkey. One Chinese
scholar described white men as follows: ™Tall beasts with deep sunken
eyes and beaklike noses. . . Although undoubtedly men, they seem to
poésess none of the mental faculties of men. The most bestial of
peasants is far more human. . . It is quite possible that they are
susceptible to training and could be taught the modes of conduct proper
to a human being." 7

If the imperial powers had brought ‘with them no "blessings of

civilization," it would have been much harder for them to maintain
th'em_selves for as long as they did. In both India and China, they
J.mproved harbors, ports and such urban amenities as streets, public
utilities and water sﬁpply. They contributed to rising rates of iiteracy
and provided opportunities for some people to take | advantage of higher
education in the West. They imposed more open and orderly systems of
law, admin:i.stratioﬁ, adjudication and security. Some of the British
visitors, missionaries or officials in India lent some support to native
"back to the Vedas" reformers who "called upon the Hindus to reject the

corrupting medieval excrescenses of their faith, including idolatry, the
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caste system and infant marriage." 8 Many Westerners in China supported
the Taiping revolutionaries and subsequent Chinese refarmers who favored
banning of opium, as well as tobacco and alcchol, and "measures against
concubinage, footbinding, polygamy, prostitution and arranged
marriéges.“ 9 These well~intentioned steps by Westérners, however, often
had the effect of fanning the flames of internal conflict in both
countries and supplementing the more devious "divide and conquer"
tactics of top Western officialdam.

In India, by 1900 they had constructed one of the largest and best
railway systems in the world. Like the other improvements listed above,
the function of the railroad system was to serve the British more than
the Indians. While it left the interiar regions of the ccumtry largely
unconnected with each other, it pramoted the movenwent of Indian raw
materials and British imports back and forth between the parts. It also
served military purposes, | much as the Japanese _railway in Korea was
"planned as a military road to facilitate the shipping of Korean timber
to Japan and the subsequent movement of Japanese troops Inortlmard to
Manchuria.

In earlier times India had been an exporter of cotton goods for
centuries » to such an extent that Britain for a long period imposed
stiff tariff duties to protect its domestic manufacturers from Indian
campetition. Yet, by the middle of the 19th century, India was recelvmg
one-fourth of all British exports of cotton plece goods and had lost 1ts
own export markets. British colonial historian, M. Martin, testified in
1840 before a Select Committe of the House of Lords that India,s textile
industry had been destroyed "by reason of the outcry for free trade on
the part of England without permitting to India a free trade herself."

This destruction of indigenous textiles and handicrafts impoverished a
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vast number of rural people who were left with no alternative means of
livelihood. Moreover, the British land policy of monetizing Indian
agriculture worsened the misery of the Indian peasant while benefitting
.handsanely the upper strata of the new agrarian society.

The Western powers also exploited Indian and Chinese labor in a
fashion that closely resembled the earlier African slave trade. For
. instnce, Chinese laborers from 1847 onward were shipped illegally to
overseas mines, plantations and construction projecﬁs such as railways.
This traffic in coolie labor, from India as well as China, grew until if.
surpassed even the earlier slave tfade in numbers involved. Chinese
contractors received a capitation fee for every person brought to the
shipping depots. Theoretically, this was woluntary indentured 1labor
(though voluntarism was a myth when illiterate coolies accepted
meaningless written contracts) r but abduction and kidnapping were not
UNCOmmon.

These changes were possible only because the foreigners won the
cocperation of local elites whose self-interests would harmonize with
their own imperial rule. Another effective instrument for control was
the educational system, though in the long run it challenged as well as
buttressed British rule. They introduced their language and their
allture., which were adopted by the local elites, who now served as
intermediaries between the masses and the foreign powers. Many English—
educated young Indians, for instancé, emilated their British i‘ulers by
seeking employmenf in the Indian Civil Serﬁce, the legal services,
Journalism, and education. India and China, therefore were subject to
not only Western economic imperialism but also to a more subtle cultural
domination. In addition to the bureducracy and the army, the British

- used the Indian princes for control purposes. In china this role was
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played by local or regional warlords. In both countries Christian
missionaries worked hard to convert the local populations, and in the
pi:vocess they had same important cultural impacts.

American journe_list Edgar Snow reports on the superiority feelings
among Europeans living in Shanghai: "Western businessmen who lived in
Shanghai when I arrived in 1928, acted as if the Settlement were real
| and would laet forever. In their euphoria they felt that they were the
continent and tﬁe four hundred million Chinese beyond were a kind of
suburb put there by God for trading purposes."” In India. many officials
‘acted as if they themselves were God and the natices were p[ut there to
serve them,

So far as the West was concerned, this euphoria seemed justified. The
West had become the industrial heartland of the world, and its
industrial productivity increaeed spectacularly, Yet most people of
India and China experienced no corresponding improvement in their lives.
For them the impact of the West was a wrenching experience, in which
everything was turned upside down and inside out. Many of them
themselves to believe, as has ofen happened in the long history of
oppression, that they were inferior beings.

In the early 20th century therefore observers knew that imperial
control of India and China was an immutable fact. Not only were the
imperial forces and their native flunkies miiitarily powerful 51_11: they
also had at their command all the then-available media of large-scale
communication: the press, the radio, the schools, and the ma‘jor
bureaucratic organizations. Indeed, the imperial rulers themselves seem

to have had confidence in their own invincibility.




The Weakness of Earlier Movements

The annxphous Indian SOCla:y obviocusly was more vulnerable to
fore:.gn intrusion and manipulation than the highly organized imperial
structure of China. The traditional elite of native princes and
absentee-landlord-cum-moneylenders, who owed their wealth and power
entirely to the British, cooperated with the imperialists in
maintaining so~called law and order in rural areas. The Indian caste
system with its hierarchical structure, and absence of a common
language or a language with many dialects created enormous divisions.
-Not only was there a Qulf between the written language and the spoken,
but knowledge itself was jealously guarded in an esoteric language by
the brahmin intelligentsia in a status-conscious society. Furthembj:e,
centuries old conflicts between the Hindus and Muslims gave the British
ample opportunity to pracfice their divide-and-rule strategy. 10

Under these canditions it was not difficult for the British regime to
play upon the existing cultural and religious diversity of Indian
society to prevent any attempts at national unification. khile these
many gaps provided stability for the = ruling regime, it created a
tremendous sense of isolation and frustratlon on the part of those _
native leaders who ~sought radical political and social change.

It has been commonly assumed that, in contrast to China, few
peasant revolts occured in India to challénge British autlbrity. A
British anthropologist, Kathleen Gough, however, concludes that "pe_asant
revolts have in fact been common both during and since the British
period, every state of present day India having experienced several over
the past two hundred years.” 1l Despite the frequency and scope of the

Indian uprisings, the fact remains that they were not as massive and
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well organized as those in China. One reason for the difference was the
political, linguistic and cultural fragmentation among India's people,
so that revolts tended to be uncoordinated and localized as well as
lacking in leadership.

These inhibiting factors were evident during the first great

outbreak againsi: British rule, the "mutiny" of 1857-58. It began as an

uprising of Hindu and Muslim soldiers against prolonged campaigning,

inadequate pay and the greasing of cartridges with cow and pig fat,
which was offensive to both Hindus and Muslims. Mass support for the
uprising came from millions of impoverished peasants, ruined artisans,
exploited plantation and factory workers, and hill tribes people
antagonized by tax levies and land seizures. The British reaction to the
revolt shocked the civilized people: the whole population of Delhi was
driven out into the open, and thousands were killed after perfunctcoxy
trials or no trials at all.

In China there were many more rebellions. But these lacked

'political arganization and ideological consciousness, being isclated

reaction to specific local grievances with no anticipation of a new
social order. Although China did escape the cutright conquest and direct
foreign rule that India suffered, Europe's control of China was no less

intense and extensive. As a high Chinese official said in 1906, "We

'suhrd.tteibecausewemust;wewerenctamilifarwaer.Butdoyou

suppose our sense of justice was _not outraged?"

The humiliations and disastes inflicted by the Europeans in the
latter half of the nineteenth century were no less than those suffered
by the Chinese people from their own imperial rulers. "Of all the
mations that have attained a certain degree of civilization, the Chinese

are the least revolutionary ard the most rebellious." 12 T.T. Meadows,
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the well-informed British consul in mid-nineteenth century China, was
‘referring to the rise and fall of dyhasties that for millennia brought
not revolutions but merely changes of ruling families. Change of a
dynasty would became necessary when factionalism, corruption and
gentry cliques came to such a point that heafzy taxation had to be
squeezed out of the impoverished peasantry to support the entire.
imperial structure. When to thié was added the inevitable crop failures
and famines, the peasants in sheer desperatJ.on would fise up in revolt
against landlords and government tax collectors. The transiﬁm then to
ye another new dynasty was conveniently rationalized by the conoept
of the "mandate fran Heaven," which eah dynasty was believed to
‘possess. Change of dynasty was, therefcre, acceéted as marking the end
of one d.ivinely ordained mandate :and the beginning of another.
Furthemcre‘, the teachings of Coﬁfucius proclaiming, "Let the ruler be a
ruler and the subject a subject," provided social justification for the
auﬂa;rity and privileges of the triad of landlords, scholaxs and
officials, who comprised the ruling class or gentry, of China.

The Taiping Rebellion (1850—64). was a peasant rebellion against
the Manchu Dynasty., In contrast to other peasant rebellions, it gained
control of both banks of the Yangtze, penetrated ncrth almost to Peking,
uéét to Szechuan and south to Kwangtung. The Taipingé. also attempted
basic social changes: repudiation of the Manchu Dynasty, bannihg of -
opium, _t'obacco and alcohol, opposition to ancestor tablets amd to
Biddhist, Taocist and Confucianist images. Most striking was thei r stress
on equlal:i.ty for women, as reflected in their measures against
concubinage, footbinding, polygamy, prostitution and arranged marriages,
and their insistence that women have equé.l access to leadership

positions.
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In China, as in India, social reform movements encountered the
opposition of pcwerful Western vested interests that had much to lose if
the old order were substantively restructured. How much of the foreign
intervention was responsible for the final defeat of the Taipings is .
however a matter of dispute But it does seem clear that Western aid did
contribute substantially to the dymsty's survival, as.dd also serious
divisions among the Taipings toward the end, and the noﬁ surprising
refusal of the. scholar gentry to collaborate with such ‘threatful
rebels, 13

Nevertheless, in 1911 a revolution led by Sun Yat-sen finally
toppled over the hated Manchu dynasty. The Manchus were blamed for all
China's problems and it was naively assumed that their replacement by a
republic somehow would solue ﬁxese problems. Dr. Sun Yat-sen and his
Kuomintang or National People's Party put their faith in the e‘ffidacy
of ccmstitutionalism and other Wéstern institutions as cure-alls for
their naticnal ailments.

Similarly, many Fnglish—educated young Indians of the postmutiny
period put their unflagging faith in the ultimate equity of British
liberalism. And like the young Chinese, they came mostly from well-to~do
Vfamilies and were lgnorant of the plight of ithe peasantry, which
camprised the overwhelming nlajority of the total population. And like |
the Vyoung Chinese, they talked vaguely of smial. refarm and equality,
but had no serious plans or even intentions for meaningful social
restructuring. Given ithis lack of roots in Chinese and Indian reality,
it is understandable that several uprisings they organized within China
and India all failed miserably.

Most members of the Indian National Congress (INC) founded in 1885,

the Kumingtang (KMT) in 1912 and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in
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1921, were no doubt anti-imperialist. But at the same time they
chérished illusions about the immediate applicability and efficacy of
West an institutions_. They tried to set up in India and China carbon
copies of what they had observed abroad, without taking into account the
needs of thé gred peasant masses. In fact; 'Ihe_ Indian and Chinese
socteties were marked by two distinct systems of commmnication: the
villages pursuing the traditional communication network based upon
personal relations, and the elite in the cities communicating through
print media and radioc. This situation reflected social distances of
such magnitude that large sectors of the population had no contact
with one another. 14 |

Ironically enough, the prestige of the 2sspiring native lealers
within their party and among their oppbnents depended on their capécity
to identify themselves as closely as possible with the aspirations of
the common people as well as with traditionmal values. The British looked
upon the INC as a "microscopic minority" of India'.s_diverse millions and
not a representative of the majority. KMT under the leadership of Chiang
Kai-shek, after the death of Sun Yat-sen, became autocratic and even
more removed from the peasantry. The CCP, on the other hand, was in the
'grip of "foreign dogmatism" -- blind imitation of Soviet experience and
obedience to Soviet directives, |

The early stages of the Indian and the dlihese liberation movements,
therefore, remained weak and Ld.sunited.. It was not very difficult for
the British in India and Chiang Kai-shek in China to jail or coopt the
leaders of these movements, or even to exterm inat e them physically if
they became too much of a nuisance. It was a period of awful massacres

of leaders and ruthless suppression of anyaimtional awakening.
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Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in Jamary 1915 where he
“had initiated non-violent confrontations against - discrimation
exper_ienced by the Indians. He had organized nonviolent resistame to
the South African governemnt and had formed the conviction that war or
revolution is always wrong and that when changes camnot be achieved by
persuasion and constitutional agitation alone, nonviolent forms of
direct action must be attempted. As Gandhi explained, "Non-violence does
not mean meek submission to the will of the evil-doer, but it means the
pitting of one's whole soul against the will of the tyrant.”

So that when the British regime in India passed the anti-sedition
law, the Rowlatt Act in 1918, which summarily disposed of the civil
rights of convicted and suspected rebels, Gandhi pledged satyagraha
(soul force or truth force) against the "Black Act," as it came to be
known, 15 "fhe Rowlatt Act was the parent of Non-cooperation Movement,"”
said Sir Surendramth Bamnerjea, ane of the watioral leaders. Gandhi
called upon the whole country to observe hartal (that is, a 0105ng
down of all place§ of business and work) and "observe the day as one of
fasting and prayer." The hartal was to amounce a future discbedience to
the Rowlatt Bill only. But an action committee had the power to select
other minor laws to be disobeyed immediately, such as the salt tax law
and, most of all, ordimnces against proscribed literature. A newspaper |
called Satyarshi was to be published by Gandhi without a license. Books
.were to be sold illicitly on street corners: they ‘included Gandhi's

adaptation of Ruskin's Unto This Last, as well as The Story of a

Satyagrahi (Gandhi's paraphrase of Plato's Deah of Socrates), and

extensive extracts fram The Duty of Civil Discbedience by Thoreau.

The British reacted again with naked force. On April 13, 1919,

General Dyer forbade the citizens of Amritsar, the Sikh holy city in
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the Punjab, to gather in public assembly. A few thousarﬂ, many without
k:mledcje of the ordimance, had gathered umrmed, as previously planned,
in the ruins of a public garden named Jalliarwalla Bagh, which was
éumunded by high walls permitting access and exit only ithrough a few
narrow gates. Dyer marched 50 armed 'sold.iers into the Bégh ~amd ordered
them to open fire on over 10,000 entirely umrmed men, women, and
children. "In ten minutes of tensest history", wrote Erik Erickson,™ he
. (Dyer) established a model for cold military murder which would show up
colonialism at its most brutal.” 16 Dyer kept his troops firing until
they had shot 1,650 rounds of ammmition into the terror—stricken
people, killing about 400 civilians and wounding 1,137. They were left
wi thout medical attention by Dyer, who hastily removed his troops to.the
camp. Dyer then returned to England as a hero to many British admirers, _
who presented him with thousands of pounds and a jewelled sword
inscribed "Saviour of the Puniab.” |
But Gandhi understood that "Great Britain would defend her Iﬁdian

cammerce and interests by all the forces at her command. India mst.
consequently evolve forcé encugh to free herself from the embrace of
death." 17 severe repression against nonviolent pecple was, however,
bound to alierate still more Indians from British rule and hopefully
create dissent aml opposition in Britain and in other countries.

| ChJ.na during fhese years suffered from the ravages of three
concurrent wars. One was the recurring struggle between Chiang Kai-shek
in Nanking and the warlords entrenched in certain provinces. The second
was the civil war between the Kuamintany led by Chisng and the Communist
‘Party led by Mao. The third was the war against the Japanese‘, who
invaded Marmhuria in 1931 and thence farned oul: through North China.

Chiang, however, was more concerned with extermiirating the
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Communists than fighting the Japanese. He believed, and with some
justification that "The Japanes_e are a disease of the skin. The
Commm ists are a dieease of the heart." This seriously wezkened the war
against the Japanese and ithrew the country iﬁto serioﬁs confusion. C.P.
Fitzge.fald points out how in China the disintegration of all central
eqntrol into warlordism discredited the ideals of republican government,
"the Chinese became completely disillusioned with the false Gods of the
West. They turned restlessly to some other solution.” 18 Therefore, the
‘new doctrine of the Bolshevik Revolution could not fail to attract.

Chiang had pursued his anti-Cammnist strategy for many fears prior
to the Second World War. When Mac established his rural soviets in
- Kiangsi 1n the late 1920s, Chiang launched a series of can'palgns against
what he called "bandits." Eventually he succeeded in driving than out
six thousand miles westward across southern China, arnd then northward to
the province of Shensi, There Mao found a small and isolated Communist
base, which he tramsformed into his heaiqua.f:ters, centered in Yenan. In
that small, drab -prov:i_n_cial town, Mac developed a revolutiamary strateqgy
anmd trained revolutionary cadres that in fifteen years were to bring
victory to the communists.

During the 1930s Mao gradually broke with the official Chinese
Ccm'mmst Party 1iné, as dlctated fram Moscow. His_energence as f:he
ackowledged leader of the party resultel from the eventual Success of
what he had called in October 1938 the "Sinification" of Marxism. He
maintained that Chinese conditions aml cultural traditipns differed
significantly from Soviet conditions, and therefore required solutions
based upcn the pragmatic study of Chinese problems.

Clearly, before the imperialists could be challenged with any

possibility of success, the habits 'of-thinking ard doings of the leaders
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had to be rédically restructured. It took quite a few years of trial
and error effort befare Gandhi and Mao could adjust even their own
. thlnklng (discussed 1n chapter 4, "Leaders as the Message"). For Mao it
was not too difficult since he began life as a peasant and had imtural
empathy fot the peasant masses of his country. Besides, he was notl
steeped in Nlarxist doctrines from childhood, as were most of the -
Bolshevik intellectuals. He was able to challenge, and, when necessary
to discard the most sacrosanct of Marxist dogma. Gandm on the other
hard, came fram a well-to~do middle class family who sent him to study
law in London at the age of 18 years. He remained there for more:than
three yeas anl learnt the intricacies of é well-grooamed Englishman.
‘White trying to reducate himself, he lamented, "Every time I am obl:.ged
to speak in the English language before :an audience of my countrymen, I
feel humiliated and ashamed." 19 Gamihi also had to face up to the
equally difficult task of converting his key associates, most of whom
were products of feudal families accustomed to rldJ.ng on the backs of
the peasantry and had 11tt1e respect for \the so-called uneducated
masses.

For Mao the elitism of Chinese tradition ard the extreme bookishness
of Chinese education were major obstacles to the development of a mass
movement He launched a broad three-fromt attack on errars in the
Party's style of work and thought, He criticized subjectivism in
thought,, sectarlanm (separation from the masses) in Party relations,
and farmalism in literature and art. Hig harshest caments were reserved
for those who study Marxism in the :dstract and do not inquire :dout
their connection with the Chinese fevoluticm,

In speech they can g fppea& more Marxist than anyone else . . .

they invariably base their actions on books, on set phrases of
; Engels, Ienin, or Stalin . . . Their decisions are fram
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book formulas, historical comparisons, or fram similar events in
Russia and the countries of Westemn Eurcpe. 20

Gandhi and Mao, therefore, came to the idea of building a masss
ﬁoverrent by viewing the inadequacy of the elitist parties that had
daminated nationalist or arnti-imperialist -efforts up until the 1920s.

Gandhi broke with the urban-centred traditions of the Indian Congress

Party and canpletely transformed the structure of the Caogress party.

From Weakness To Strength
What gave the Congress its present strength was its conversion
from a movement of the intelligentsia into a movement of the
people; and that was Mr. Gandhi's doing, almost single-handed.
Sir Reginald Coupland., 21
It was only because a large proportion of China's hundreds of
millions of peasant sympahized with ard supported this effort
that Mac Tse Tung was able to. . .gain control of the country

S. R, S. 22

In political as in military action and in business, "success cames
to the innovator." Gandh:L and Maoc were imnovators in the sense that they
did not play according to the rules expectel by their antagonists at
home and abroad. Their message was simple: it was not enemy guns but
imperfections of people and leaders themselves that kept their countries
in bondage. Gandhi confronted the world with a new political instrument
of non-violence, endowed with a new kind of religious fervof; Mao
présented a profound challenge to both the Western and Soviet warlds, as
well as an increasingly influential model for some Third World
movements.

Gandhi's and Mao's liberation strateyy can be comprehended within

the framework of these questions:
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(a) wWhat is the correct style to achieve a synthesis of
Party leadership and mass action?
(b) How can this activity best support national goals?
(c) What will encourage the widest possible mass
participation in liberation movement?

Both Gandhi and Mao, needed many leaders to activate the potential
of the great mass force, but both claimed that the leaders were not
superiar to the masses and that they rlust remain in close contact with
the masses to gain understanding and knowledge. This meant a difficult
process of educating the educated to look less at themselves in self-
admrat:.on and more at the masses of the people, their problems and
their potentialities. In doing this, a steady flow of cammmnication
through small—circulatioh newspapers prqvided an iﬁdispensable
communication link among the formal and informal leaders of the party
groupings and non-party organizations that finally became rooted in the
masses (d:.scussed in chapte.r 5, "Enlargement of Channels"). |

They bpth turned toward the peasantry as the source of mass
movements that could overthrow the apparently invincible power of the
British in India and in China of Westemn imperialists, the Japanese and
Chiang Kai-Chek. In countries like China and India, where the vast
majority of the population cane fJ_:t:mr the peasant class, an éggressive
land  refomm policy is sure to elicit popular support. It is of
significance, therefore, that Gandhi and Mao chose peasant grievances
far their 1n;|.t1al campaigns in their respective countn.es.

Garﬂlu's Champaran campaign in 1917 was on behalf of the indigo-
growing peasants in the Himalayan foothills who suffered under the
tJ.nkath:.a" system in Bihar by which the farmers were bound by law to
plant "three of every twenty parts® of thelr best land with indgo, to
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be delivered at fixed prices to their landlords. This was only the core
of a wiple system of grievances. Gandhi soon sat down with some of the
farmers to ascertain the facts while local government and the planters
tried to use local ordinances to make him leave onthreat of arrest and
inprisonment. As Gandhi explained, "I might have legally resisted the
notices served on me. Instead I accepted them all, and my conduct
towards the officials was correct. They thus saw that I did not not want
to offend them pamsonally, but that I wanted to offer civil resistance
to their orders." 23 Not only was thé case against Gandhi withdrawn,
but full governmental support was pramised for the inquiry into the
grievax_wes of the fammers. Thus Champaran became an object lesson in the
way in which a local civil dlsobedlence campaign might serve as an
opening wedge into national issues,
Mao, on the other hand, concluded from his firsthand observations
that the "revolutionary vanguard” could ocnly be the poor peasants:
Within a short time, hundreds of millions of peasants will
rise in Central, South, and Naith China, with the fury of a
hurricane; no power, however strong, can restrain them, They
will break all the shackles that bind them and rush towards
the road of liberation. All imperialists, warlords, corrupt
officials, and bad gentry will meet their d_ocm at the hands
of the peasants. All revolutionary parties armd comrades will
be judged by them. 24
The diffe_rence, of oourse, is that the Chinese qurminist Party
never regarded agrarian reforms as anything more than a | phase in the
building of a mass base} a stage enabling them to develop the.
revolutionary struggle toward the conquest of power and the ultimate
realization of socialist changes. Gandhi, on the other hanl, was
lobking far moral victory against injustice, that is, to bear out his
belief that a few people (or even one man) with truth on their side

could wield immense moral power. He chose satya ("truth") and ahimsa
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(*nonviolence" or love) as his political weapon to bring the mightiest
emplre known to history to its knees.

What is important, Ibwever, is that by bringing pe_aéants into their
concept of the national struggle, Gandhi and Mao unleashed the enormous
Creative power of the masses. In trying to mobilize the peasantry, they
both developed ~~ Mao more explicitly, Gandhi more tacitly —~ a form of
non~elitist leadership based on circular and bottom—sideway
communication among leaders and led (as set forth in chapter 6). While
the inteilectuals discussed and wrote papers and artic_les_ about how to
approach problems and organize mass organizations, Gandhi and Maoc were

out among the people creating genuine mass movements, While the

class, Gandhi and Maoc were out campaigning on behalf of the depressed
peasants, and thus, mobilizing people's support that the Congress party
of India and the Chinese Communist party previously lacked.

By the late 1930s the liberation movements in India and China led
by the Chinese Cammunist Party and the Cangress Party gradually became
mass organizations. National awakening had not only penetrated to the
pecple at large, but also made them active participants in the struggle
for freedom. As Jawaharlal Nehru said about the Cmgréss Party,

"He (Gandhi) made it democratic and a mass organization. Democratic it
had been Previously also, but it had so far been limited in franchise
and restricted to the upper classes. Now the peasants rolled in, and
in its new garb it began to assume the lock of a vast agrarian organi-
zation with a strong sprinkling of the middle classes, This agrarian
character was to grow. Industrial warkers also came in, but as in-
dividuals and not in their separate, organized capacity." 25

Gandhi and Mac promoted three main criteria in the organization of

their parties:

(1) The party must represent the interest of the masses;
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(2) The masse.s must be treated as equals:;

(3) The masses must be aroused and educated and led by the correct

mechods.

These three criteria were addressed to the party workers, because
the responsibility for articulating and maintaining the communication
link belonged to the leaders, not the led. More important, mass
movements require intuitive understanding and enpathy on the part of
leaders; no less to the needs of the mOizanent than to the conflicting
interests of diverse audiences speaking different languages.

During this period of struggle, the public pronouncements of
Gandhi and Mao a_lways included emotional and nationalistic appeals to
create a united front against the foreign enemy. The nationalistic
orientation placed mass participatim in the service of a cause that
transcended group interests and the qlass struggle. Both developed

techniques of encouraging and even manipulating colleagues and
supporters to give their best to the movement. Groups of people who had
little contact or who distrusted one ancther found themselves woarking
' to.gether, whether nationalists or socialists or capitalists. Both
movements had links between the national revolution and the social
revolution, but at each stage when a conflict arose, higher priority was
given to the national revolution than to the social revolution. This
required building broad unitel fronts with forces and classes which were
ultimately tb be eliminated ar won over.
' There were, nevertheless, significant differences between the
two movements as led by Gandhi and Mao. These are briefly highlighted in
Figure 2, "Two Liberation Movements: India and China", which shows same -

of the more essential similarities and differences.
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2. Two Liberation Movements: India and China

Socio-political
situation in
country

Aims of movement

Forms of struggle

India
Direct colony;
large; illiterate
econamic under-
development

" Independence frem

British rule

Naticnalist;

active-nonviolence
Satyagraha;-
non-cooperation;
civil disobedience

All classes (land-
lords, business
professicnals,
peasants and
workers); urban-
rural based

22

China
Indirect colony:;
large; illiterate;
economic under—
development

Socialist revolution

nationalist:
Socialist;

- non-pacifist

Agrarian reforms;
warfare

Peasants, workers,
soldiers,temporary alli-
ances with national
bourgeoisie;rural~-
urban based

Gandhi was an active pacifist whose movement tock the form of

social and moral reform. He built a political movement based on "soul-
force" rather than "physical force", concerned with reaching the heart
and the conscience of his opponent ithrough his own pesonal suffering.
Mao was a militant revolutionary who sought radical restructuring of the
system and was determined to overthrow not only imperialism but
capitalism as well.

Gandhi's and Mao's leadership of their parties was also
significantly different. Although Gandhi was a decisive influence in
Cangress, he never held any official position in its hierarchy. It was a
leadership style peculiarly Indian and surely unique in the histay of
revolutions. Mac had not only official position in the hierarchy of his
party but also had an extra party leadership element because of his

intense.'_l.y perscnal style. Gandhi and Mao were both, however, important
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links between the party and the people;. they could speak to the common
peocple as well as the elites.

The deliberate transformation of an elite struggle into an open
popular movement of such scope is probably without parallel in the
history of national movements. FEnormous cbstacles were overcome and
highly controversial messages were successfully ccxmunicatéd to huge
masses of the people dispersed over vast areas before the era of radio
and television (as did every other successful leader before mass meda
were invented). Indeed, it raises interesting quest:.ons as to how they

did it.

The Miraculous Victories

A fundamental element common to India and China was the two World
Wars which were decisive factors in the emergence of revolutlonary
situations in both countries. The wars caused general upheavals and
economic and political pressures, Creating climates conducive to
national demand far radical change. And ye a "revolutionary sifuation"
by itself does not quarantee a national mvérrent unless there are
leaders capable of seizing the oppartunity for decisive action.

The setbacks suffered by the Western powers during World War I
somewhat cracked the armor of J.nv1n01b111ty of the British empire,.26
A'Ihe.n came two great events. The fimt was the Russian Revolution of
1917, begmmng as a hopeful liberation movement against the greatest
of the surviving despotisms. The second event was American intervention
in the war in 1917, which led on to _Presidept Wilson's enunciation of
~his Fourteen Points supporting mational freedom and self-determination

of peoples,




THE IMPROBAEBLE OVERTHROWS | 24

If the course of the war disillusioned Indians and Chinese about
Western civilization, these two events nonetheless emboldened them to
demand self-government in the hame of fundamental principles accepted
by the RAllied Powars. The war, in other wards, brought about a mental
revolution in both countries and Created a climate for genuine national
movements, |

India

During World War I ﬁritain needed the men. and wealth pf her
colohies, and although India supplied both, antagonism cont.mued to
increase. Gandhi's strategy for bringing the gigantic machine of British
rule to a halt was to call tpon his people to start a multiple boycott
campaign in 1920, boycotting British-made goods, British schools and

colleges, British courts of law, British titles and harrars, British '

elections and elective offices, and, should the need arise if all other
boycotts failed, British tax collectors as well. The total withdrawal of
Indian support would thus Stop the machine, and nonviolent
noncooperation would achieve the national goal of swaraj (independence).

The British were fqrced to admit the nationalist character of the
movement. In a statement submitted to the British Parliament, the
colonial regime made the following cbservations mgarding the general
results of the movement in the 1920's:

Mr. Gandhi's intensive movement during the years 1921 and 1922
has diffused far and wide, among classes previously oblivious to
political considerations, a strong negative patriotism bom of
race hatred of the fareigner. The less prosperous classes both in
townandthecmmtxysidehavebecatearwsedtoceztainaspects—
~ even though these be mischievous, exaggerated and false — of
the existing political situation. On the whole, this must be
pronounced, up to the present, the most formidable achievement of
the noncooperation movement. That it has certain potentialities
for good will be maintained by many; that it will irmensely
increase the dangers and difficulties of the next few years can
be denied by few. 27. :

NI 01, e sttt e 11
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Moreover, the myth of British Justice and fair play was being
increasingly eroded as the regime exploited Indian resources for
imperialist ends. So that when the British raised the tax salt wh:.ch
Indians were no longer allowed to make, Gandhi launched in March 1930
the satyagraha against the tax on salt, which affected the pcorest
section of the commmnity. One of the most spectacilar and successful |
- campaigns in Gandhi's nonviolent war against the British regime, it
resulted in the imprisonment of mae than 60,000 persons. Winston
Churchill however waged an unceasing struggle against Gandhi,, declaring
"Gandhism and all it stands fd: mst ultimately be grappled with and
finally crushed.” 28

With World War 11, the British oamtimied to offend those whose
suppart they needed. They declared war Fa India against Germany and
Japan wihtout consulting the Indian leadership. Furthermore, the British
Parliament passed an act wm.ch suspended the rights granted in the
Goverrment of Ind:.a Act of 1935, and Winsten Churchill declared that the
‘statement of war aims contained in the Atlantic Charter (which among
other things xéspectei "the rights of all people to choose the form of
government under which they will live") did not apply to India, but only
to those countries overrun by the Axis powers.

By 1942, the Japanese had swept swiftly vthrough Soﬁﬂ'l—ﬁast Asia
to the borders of India. Gandhi's Congress Party affirmed in a manifesto
that India “w111 gladly associate hemself with free mations for mutual
defence against aggression and for econamic co-cperation..." But only as
a free mation, he insisted, could Indza be effective. The British
govermment headed by he had no intention whatsoever of giving India
freedam or even lesser rights, As Churchill said on November 10, 1942,

"I have not become the King's First Minister in order to preside at the
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liquidation of the British Ewpire." The result was a growing anger and
~ frustration throughout India made worse by the econamic effects of the
war culminating in the awesame 1943 famine in Bengal, which killed
millions of people.

In order to enlist hecessary support from India during the
difficult war years, the British goverrment sent Sir Staffard Cripps to
India in 1942 with an offer of independence at the end of the war. Until
this time, there had been no recognition by Britain that independence
was a legitimate Indian goal

The Cripps Mission ended in a fiasco because of Britain's
unwillingness to accede to India's minimum demands. 29 The deep-seated
distrust between the British and the Indian leaders was finally
responsible for the mission's camplete failure. The refusal of the
government to declare its war aims, the Atlantic Charter statement of
Churchill, and the past record of British policy towards the Congress
all made the Congress Suspect :that Cripps was a tool of the
arch-imperialist Ctiﬁrchili. 30

The failure of the Cripps Mission brought about a dramatic change in
Gandhi's strategy. By April 1942 he had already evolved the demand that
"the Britsh should leave India now in an orderly manner," and in June he

told an American Journalist, "I am not interested in independence after

the war, I want independence now. That will help Britain win the war."

This demand developed into a call for a "short and swift open rebellion”
in which all patriots, including the soldiery, would participate, He was
faced, he said, with "a drastc situation requiring a drastic remedy." 31

'T_he writings _of this period reflect new. anti-war, anti-British
sentiments, very different fram the earlier stiess on accomodation and

cooperation heween the people and the colonial regime. A systematic
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message analysis of the period before 1942 might reveal different
findings from the - 1942-1944 period. My study shows that from 1942
omwards, Gandhi actel with new urgency. For instance, he spoke of
| nonviolence for the first time in a different tone:

I have decided that even at certain risks, which are obviously
involved, I must ask the people to resist the slavery . . . . There
'isorderedanarc-hyallroundandaboutus. I am sure that the
anarchy that may result, because of the British withdrawal or their
refusal to listen to us and our decision to defy their authority
will in no way be worse than the present anarchy. After all, those
who are unarmed camnot produce a frightful amount of violence or
anarchy, and I have a faith that out of this anarchy may arise pure
nonviolence. But to be a passive witness of the terrible violence
that is going on, in the name of resisting a possible foreign
aggression, is a thing I can't stand. It is a thing that would make

me ashamed of my zhimsa (nonviolence) 32
It was about this time that Gandhi began to popularize his dramatic
slogan "Quit India." 33 Early in May, 1942, he said in the course of
an interview: '

From the frustration of every effort made to bring about unity by me
among others, has arisen this logical step for me that not until

genuine unity, is almost an impossibility unless British power is
withdrawn and no other power takes its place., 34
He then sponsored a Congress resolution urging struggle for
freedom "with all the armed as well as other forces at her (India's)
cammand, " 35 |
The British strateyy, on the other hand, was to postpcne the
constitutional issue to the end of war, and in the meanwhile, to
penalize any revolt ard to prepare Indian and world opinion against the
Congress, by propaganda. It was "a policy of :three P's——postpmement,
penalization and propaganda.” 36
Matters now came quickly to a crisis. Congress, under Gandhi's

guidance, declared nonviolent resistance demanding that the British

RS S
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"Quit India." The demand for mass civil disobedience gathered in cne
rush of feeling all the humiliations and resentments in the. country of
the last many years. To the traditional sﬂogans like "Long Live
Revolution," "Victary to Gandhiji," "Victary to Mother India,” "Long
'Live‘ Free Iﬁdia,“ Gandhi added new ones like "We shall do or die," and
"Quit India." The new slogans demanded complete withdrawal and
expressed determination to die in the fight for freedam. |

‘The aims and objects of the movement were stated in a Congress
Working Committes resolution passed at Wardha on July 14, 1942, ard
adopted at the meeting of the All India Congress Committee at Bombay on
August 8. Nehru stated that the resolution was sponsored by Gandhi
hinself and into it went all his beliefs and ideas. 37 Three cbjects.
were stated in the Wardha resolution and three mare were added in the
Babay resolution. These were as follows:

(1) To overthrow foreign domination of India;

(2) To build up a spirit of resistance to aggression among

' the people and to release that energy and enthusiasm to defend
India;

(3) To achieve commmal unity at the withdrawal of Ithe British.

‘ The Bambay resolution added 1three mere:

(1) To throw all India's mesources against Nazism and Fascism to
win maral suppart of all oppressed humanity;

(2) To l'elp Asiatic nations flght:.ng colonialism regain their
freedom; _

(3) To br:l.ng about a world federation which would ensure
disarmament and pooling of the world's resources for hmnane

purposes.
The Resolution had the overwhelming support of the Congressmen and
was passed with only 13 opposing it ocut of 300 members of the Congress

Camittee that were present. 38
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The Resolution called for a mass civil-discbedience campaign.
"After all," said Gandhi, "this is open rebelliom;" it looked as though
the peak of the crisis was coming October. At this point the British
struck hard' The whole Congress was declared an illegal -arganizaticn.
There followed a short but sharp outbred of violence which caused
widespread dislocation, especially in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Bengal.
Official figures reckoned over 1,000 killed and 3,000 injured by the

end of the year, while mare than 60,000 were arrested The British

. described it as the Ccngress Rebellion and tried to cannect Cangress

leaders with it; Congr&ss ascribed the violence to the intolerable
strain imposed by British intransigence on popular feeling. It was
clear to both, however, that Gandhi had succeeded in shaking India out
of her lethargy and the torpor of centuries. It seemed as though the
British had triumphed, but it was not very difficult to perceive that
the tremendous underground reservoir of national feeling was awaiting a
release bjrwarpressure in arder to come to the surface.

In 1945, however, the British Labor Party, which was pledged to
. Indian self-goverrment, swept into control of Parliament. Two years
 later independence within the Camcrwealth was granted to India and the
Muslim state of Pakistan — despite bitter opposition fram Gandhi who
had always worked for a unified, independent India. In any case; the
British overthrow in India was the fi st step in the liquidation of the
Britsh empire on the continents of Asia and Africa.
China

After the initial Communist failures in the cities and in the
southern countryside, the vast area and population of China provided a
base sufficiently broad for maneuveripg and for fresh starts. Also, the

decades of wracking civil war followed by brutal Japanese invasion

Sy
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produced a degree of mass. misery and social unraveling that constituted
a favarable milieu for Commmnist insurgency.

In the early 1930s Chiang's troops had tightened their blockade
around Commenist areas south of the Yangtze. By 1934 the pressure on the
Cammnists had grown too great. Bursting out of Chiang's blockade line,
ﬂley marched from Southern China to re-establish themselves in Yena.n in
the Nortlwest, The winding route of the main colunm of thlrtythousarxi
was over six thousand miles long., The sufferings endured and the iron
determination with which they were mastered were enormous. This is one
of the reasons why the savage ordeal of the Long March has 'stoo_d out as
a deeply synbolic peak in Chinese history.

Mao felt that his forced abandonment of Kiangsi base was due to
lack of sufficient support from the local populat:.on. He dec.lded to
rectlfythlserrorbyadoptmga "New Democracy" programbasedona
breoad anti-Japanese united front, and by ewlving what came to be called
the Yenan Way--a strategy for mobilizing the peasants behind the
Camunist Party amd its People's Liberation Army. The slogans that were
popularized stressed patriotism and self-sacrifice for mation rather
than for class: ."Everytlu'ng subordinat e to the war."

In 1938, Mao compared the difference hetween a style of approach
which would gain popular support and cne which would .tu.'m_away such
suppart. He argued that “such things as selfishness and self-interest,
inactiveness and negligence in work, . corrupt:.on, degenerat:.on and valn
glay are most contenptible; while the spirit of mpart:.ahty, of
active and hard work, of self~denial in the interest of the public and
of complete absorption in arducus work, conmands respect." 39 he

most effective style, therefore, to mobilize the masses and create an




service, responsibility, consultation, and common sacrifice.

The central task, said@ Mao, is to mobilize the masses so as  to
overthrow imperialism. Byt mobilizing the masses alone 'is not
sufficient, The Party must also attend to the living conditions of the
masses to make them realiz.e that "we represent their interests, that
our life and theirs are intimately interwoven." 40

If the Yenan Way is contrasted with.what the Japanese and the
Kuomintang had to offer to the peasants, then the reason for fhe
Communist v:Lctcry becomes clear. The Japanese army operated on the basis
of its "three-all" policy--"burn all, kill all, loot all." The
Kuomintang with its pervasive corruption and runaway inflation, did not
present a persuasive alternative to the Japanese.

The party was further to "educate” 'the masses and "penetrate” into

the workers' and peasants' groups and exercise direct political

leadership over them:

Dowewanttowinthesupportofthemsses? Do we want to
devote all their effarts to the war front? If we do, we must
go among the masses; arouse them to activity; oconcemn
ourselves with their weal ‘and woe; and wark earnestly and
sincerely in their interests and solve their problems of salt,
rice, shelter, clothing and childbirth, in short, all their
problems. If we do so, the broad masses will certainly give
us support and regard the revolution as their very life and
their most glorious bamner ., . . . The masses, the millions
uponr millions of the masses who sincerely and earnestly support
the revolution . . . are a wall of bronze and iron which no
force can ever break, absolutely none. "The
counter~revolutionary forces can never break us, but we shall
break them. By rallying millions upon millions of the masses
round the revolutionary govermment and by expanding the
revolutionary war, we shall be able to wipe out ‘any
counter-revolution and take over the whole of China, 41

Mamsm—lenmlsn was therefore to provide China with a consistent
ideoclogy of national political power based (until 1949 at least) on a
tharough—going, reciprocal relationship between leaders and led. His
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insistence that Marxism-Ieninism be fused with  specific historical

conditions and given "a definite national form" befare it is put into

(1) Peasantry-based Party. This was necessitated by Chiang

Kai-shek's break with the Commmists in 1927 when the latter were
driven fram the cities and confined to the inland hills. Iand-locked
and constantly under siege fram without, the Canmmists had no choice
but to turn to the peasant for support. 42

It was from the ranks of the common peasants that Mao built the
first Red Army. During the years of struggle in Chingkang-shan and
afterward, Maoc had openly recoghized a common bond between
revoluf:ionaries and secret societies and other armed outlaw
aganizations. He had consistently solicited the suppart of such
groups despite criticisms from the party hierarchy. This reflected in
part his identification with the ancient tradition of hero banditry, in
part his populist sense of their revolut:.onazy potential. Mo asser_ted
that their character could be changed by intensive political education
once they had djoined the Red Army. Peasants, soldiers, and even the
bourgeoisie could transcend their class. background through education
and revolutionary process. Democracy in the ammy, Mao believed, was
an "important weapon" far ensuring loyalty to the ccmmmisi: cause, as
it gave the soldiers a sense of "spiritual llberatlm“ that was absent

in the Kuomintang armies. 43 _
(2) Alliances. In China the urban proletariat class was

exceedingly small; Mao put it at a mere two million people as late as
1926. 44 Therefore, the proletariat could not lead a liberation

movement on its own strength alone; it had to rely on all other
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classes, forces, and groups that might, for whatever reason, support
its cause. The transition to a united front policy was a camplex and
challenging task for Mao. Throughout 1936, confhct:l.ng policy lines
coexisted within the Chinese Commmist Party. Eventually, under Mao's
1eade}:ship the party emerged as the most effective spokesman for
patriotic sentiment at a time of mounting concern about Japanese
incursions in China. This led to a military detente with the warlord
and Kuomintang armies which had been directly threatening the rural
base areas of the commmists; .and prampted significant sﬁpport among
middle school and college students, blousands of whom £locked to Yenan.

Cammnist appeals provided a focus for nationwide pressure to end the
Civil War, and paved the way for the Second United Front under Mao's
leadership. From this time on, the public pronouncements of the
Chinese Cammumnist Party always included etzotional. and natiocnalistic

appeals for total mobilization . against Japan.

(3) Protracted warfare. Mao maintained that since the enemy is
superior in powei, the war would be protracted, undergoing (from the
standpoint of the revolutionaries) _three stages of development :
"strategic defense," "strategic _stalemate," and "“strategic
counter-offensive." Because the revolutimaries were weak, Mao saigd,
they were bound to lose ground in the initial phases of the conflict.
Mearwhile, it was necessary to develob over a vast tea:‘r:i.tc:ql:j.t a war .o'f |
maneuver to harass the enemy and undermine his effect-iveneés_ and
mcrale.  This required mass political mobilization, a united front of
"the whole people," and the development of peasant guerrilla warfare
on a national scale. Having attained sufficient strength, the
revolutionaries would then launch a counter-offensive to destroy the

enemy. The overall strategy was sumed up in the following terms:



«+. we should resolutely fight a decisive engagement in every
campaign or battle in which we are sure of victery; we should
avoid a decisive engagement in every campaign or battle in
which we are not = sure of victary; and we should absolutely
avoid a strategically decisive engagement on which the fate of
the whole nation is staked. 45 '
Furthermare, Mao maintained that thexje could.be no delimitation, no
' partif.ion between various forms of struggle like military actionm,
political and economic agrarian policies in the Chinese liberation
movement. In other words, the aim of the Chinese Commmist Party was
not only to win a war of liberation against Japan, but also to promote
social and political movement on a country-wide scale, and above all,
to take power. To keep the geographical sprawl united through ideology
and organization, mass struggle on all fronts and in various forms had

to be carried out.

Building the Party organization on a mass base was a task

fundamental to the nation;-ll struggle. This was accamplished by fusing
the Party and Red Army into a twin synthesis, but with the Party in
ideological control. It was through the Red Ammy, carrying out the
policies of the Party, that the agrarian rewolution, essential for the
suppert of the masses, could develop. This camplex triple relationship
of masses-Party-Army was the basis of Mao's forms of struggle at that
time, | |
‘Mao maintained that the Red Army was not only a militai:'y
instrument but, above all, a political fam of propaganda, agitation,
prawting land reform and peasant st_ruggle., educating the people and
leading them to establish their own associations, to take power from
the landlords. The Red Army, therefore, was the best training ground

#owd
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for Party cadres, since ammed struggle was the dominant mode of the
liberation movement.

Basically, the forms of struggle were broadly divided among four
types of organizations. These were the government ("soviets"), the
Chinese Communist Party, the army, and the mass organizations. Their
struggles were coardinated through formal and infamal chamnels of
conmun:l.cat:.on that included jOJ.nt meetings, mutual campaigns and
. J.nterlock.mg leadership.

The mode of struggle had two key elements: one, strn.iggle toward

raticnalized hierarchy and c:emtral:.zed aganization, the other toward'

relz.anceontheforce generated by an aroused peasantxythrmghland
revolution and guerrilla warfare. 1In 1942, for the first time,

econamic developnent and social change in the base areas became the key | :
mode of struggle. The assumption was that the "vanguard® camnot. have -

J.nterests differing from those of the masses,

It was not until 1945 that the Japanese oaaipation army surrmdered_

and left Chinese soil, but their departure did not resolve China's
intenml’omiflict.ﬂosoonerhadtheylaidd@theiraxmsthatthe

years of destruction and deprlvatlon. It was Chiang Kal—shek, not Mao, '

who led the reoognxzed Chinese goverment after the Japanese defeat by
the Amerlmn forces. On the world - scene, Cluang rose to conspicuous

shek. The United States govermment was totally committed to Chiang's

Nationalist regime, but as the Civil War raged on, it became

£
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increasirigly obvious which side had people's support. And when the
Commmist takeover of China finally took place in 1949 after the
collapse of Chiang's regime, the question asked in the United States
was, "How did we lose China?" Some even charged "treachery in the White
House itself." Obviocusly, it was not treachery or White House weakness
but _rather the strength of those same mass movements and people's
struggle that most American political leaders (not heeding the reports
of the Fareign Service experts who were hounded out of political life
for telling the truth) failed to understand. |

| Ironically, Mao's Chinese Communist Party did not enjoy much
support from the Soviet Union, which American demonologists saw as the
J.nsplratlon behind Chinese commnism. Thus, when the People's I.J'.beratior_x
Amy tock Nanking in April 1949, the Soviet ambassador was the anly
foreign diplomat to accampany the retreating Chiang's Natiomalist regime
to Canton. Mao himself often pointed out that Stalin did not believe in
the capaéity of the Chinese Ganmi_sts to achieve a clear-cut victery.
Besides, Mao hinted, Stalin thought they would be a nuisance if they
did. Did Stalin fear thought that a Chinese victory might add Mao's name
to the great Marx-Lenin-Stalin trivmphirate, theréby underniiriing
Stalin's preeminence as the one living expositor of the holy doctrine?
My interpretation would be that pj_:obably the success of grassroot
mobilization in China tended to encourage a relationship between
leaders and the led that was very different from the top-down style of
Stalin. Besides, "mass line" communication was far beyond the
comprehension of the Stalinists, as it probably is today to anyone
suffering from authoritarian approaches to commmication.

I would like to think that the following chapters might help
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explain "mass line" commmication to anyone as a liberating force in
human life.
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From MASS COMMONICATION WITHOUT MASS MEDIA
by Kusum Singh '
Draft of August 1987
‘3. MESSAGES OF FREEDOM

The previous chapter has provided the broader context of the
Indian and Chinese liberation movements, with special emphasis on the
three decades fram the early 1920's to their "succeés" in 1947 and 1949, |
respectively. _

But a critical turning point came during 1942-1944, the hardest
fought period of World War 11. These were the years of Gahdhi's "ouit
‘India" campaign and Mao's "Rectification” campaion. In this chapter and
- the following two chapters I concentrate on the contents of what the
two leaders said during 1942-44. Then, in chapter 6, I combine what
they said with what they did as the basis of highlighting the
cammunication theory that emerged from — and quided — their practice
dﬁring the entire three decades. |

The interconnection between the analysis of what they said and what
they did becomes essential when one cx:nsids_.-rs the umntended and even
unrecognized consequences of some actions which may.perform significant
functions., 1 Thus, many actions that are not recorded in formal
commnications may have a latent communication function just as
important, or even more important, than the manifest content of formal
comminications. For instance, Gandhi's prayer meetings may perfam the
"latent" function of reinforcing national identity, just as Mao's rent
reduc_tion .canpaign against the landlords performed t.he "latent "
_functions_ of establishing peasants' identification with the Chinese
Communist Party.
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Message Analysis
~ Message analysis is a process of summarizing the contents of
messages in such a way that an analyst may make useful inferences from
the summary. Its first stage involves transforming raw data into units
which permit systematic and objective description of  the meaning of
me'ssages. Krippendorff points out that, |
One of the most distinctive features of messages is that they provide
indirect (vicarious) information to a receiver, that is, information
about events that take place at a distant location; about objects that
have existed far in the past, and about ideas in other people's minds
« « o« the ability of a message receiver to regard sensory data as
indirectly informative about .a source is what content analysis must
cope with explicitly. 2
It is essential, however, in this kind of study to supplatent (oxr
canplarent) message analysis with other analytical methods dealing with
the broader historical context w:.thln which the messages have appeared
or with the individual characteristics of the source.' Perhaps no
single method by itself is sufficient to give us the knowledge,
insight, and wisdom necessary to understand compl'ex communication

processes.

- Cholce of sample

For . analysis of messages, the entire set of recﬁrded messages by
GandhiandMaohavebeeﬁusedcoveringathree—year period from the
beginning of 1942 to the end of 1944. In dealing with this period, the
study. relied mainly on the :following volumes: |

Mahatma: Life of Mohandas Karamchand Ganéhi. Vol. VI by D. G.
Tendulkar, published by the Government of India, 1955.

The Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung. Vol. IV English edition based
on the Chinese edition, People's Publishing, Peking, July, 1952
(Lawrence & Wishart Ltd., London, 1954). :
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There are many reascns for using a.ll messages of this period,
rather than some random set of messages over a much longer period. | The
analysis is more meaningful if not wrenched from the .context: of a
specific historical period. The period chosen (the most critical years
of World War II) happens to have represented a decisive turning point
.in the liberation movements in both countries and a major challenge to _
the mobilization and commmications efforts of Gandhi, Mao and their
associates. |
Gandhi's own writings have been more extensi_vely published than

Mao's, but there is no one text of Gandhi's writings fully comparable.

to Mao's Selected Works. The historical record as published by the

Government of India, Mahatma: Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, in

1953 is the closest approximation. This consists of Gandhi's own

. writings in Young India and Harijan (newspapers), statements and

interviews to the national and internationél press, and his
correspondence with the British Govermment and other heads of states and
influéntial friends and synlpafhizers.

However, it should be pointed out that Vol. IV of. Mao's works is
- by no means a camplete collection of his works of this peried. It
rép_fesent a selection of what Mao and his editors .thought to be
important texts far study in the period after 1949, Unfortunately, all
of thé texts were edited, Mao's rich lanquage was toned down and some
chaﬁges were made in meaning. |

As shown in Figure 1, "Gandhi-Mao Messages, by Type of Documents,
1942-44," the record shows 58 messages for Gandhi during this period
and only 16 for Maoc. The average Mao mé.ssage . however, was much
longer; the total number of words for Mao's 16 documents adds up to

over 57,000 as contrasted with about 50,_000 of Gandhi's 58 documents.
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1. Gandh:.-bho Messages, By Type of Documents, 1942-44

Nurber of Documents Gandhi Mao
(by type) _
Speeches : 4 7
Editorials 3 5
Articles 16 2
Directives or Resolutions = 1 2
Interviews or Press Conferences 15 0
Letters 19 0
TOTAL - ' 58 16
- Number of words 50,077 - 57,600
Number of pages 158 111

SOURCES: Gandhi:Mahatma: Life of Mahandas Karamchand Gandhi (8 wols.,
1951-54) by D. G. Tendulkar, Vol. VI, published by the Govermment of
India, 1953

Not included: "Death of Kasturba" (his wife)
pp. 293-309: (purely personal) '
: "Gandhi Jinnah Talks" and scame letters,
PP.338-356: (purely commnal)

_ Mao:. English edition of The Selected Works of Mao Tse—tung,
Vol. IV, based on the Chinese edition, People's Publishing House,
Peking, July 1952 (Lawrence & Wishart Iitd., London 1954} o

Not included: "Appendix: Resolution on some Questions in the history
of our Party." Probably drafted by Mao and adopted in 1945 (purely
party document)

NOTE:  For details see Appendix "A."

Gfeater Varia_ttion, however. is Vfound in the type of message.
Nbst of Mao's came in the form of speeches and editorials :i.n. the party
press. Most of Gandhi's came in the form of articles, interviews,
préss conferences and letters. It is interesting f:o note that Mao's
leﬁters are not available, neithej: are there any récords of press

conferences or preserved in his selected works for this period.
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Gandhi's writings are originally in three lanquages: Gujrati,
Hindi and English. Most of the major Gujrati publications have been
translated into Hindi and English, the two languages in which I am
proficient. Also I had an opportunity to listen to the original- disk
recordings available at the national archives in New Delhi, which
reflect Gandhi's direct humor combined with a relentless skill in
challenging his audience. Needless to say, much of this intimacy that
Gandhi had with his audience is lost in the English translations of his
speeches. ' Also lost is the religiocus and philosophic ofrertones of same
of the Sanskrit terms, such as Gandhi'é most characteristic doctrine,
nonviolence or ahimsa, and satyagraha, more literally "truth force,"
discussed in the book.

This must be particularly so in the case of Mao's writings where
the study has had to rely solely on English translations. 3 The
official translations may often seem curiously shrill in tone and
purely ideological, especially to ‘Westerners because of their own
cultural and political bias. For instance, "imperialism"” may appear as
ah incendiary and extreme term, but to someone living in a colenial or
semicolonial country it is a natural statement of fact. In other
words, the English translations have to cope not only with the Chinese
language but also with Mao's version of Marxism-Ieninism in the @inese
context. This means two language barriers, the Chinese barrier and the -
Communist barrier. Mao's available writings, in any case, are far from
adequate, as the archives of revolutiohary literature were either
destroyed deliberately by the Kuomintang or dispersed or lost during
the vyears of t;iar, 4 or simply never reissued in print.

A simple count of words and symbols seems inadequate since my concern

is really with the underlying concepts. One promising approé\ch is to
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study themes that are manifest in a cluster of words, and therefore the
theme was selected as the unit of analysis and the entire document as
the 6ontext of unit. In its most simple form, a theme is a statement
about a subject matter; it takes the form in which issues are usually
discussed. I selected all major themes from each document: this brought
a total number of 301 themes (see appendix B).

The analytical measure of attention indicated the presence and
frequency of the subject matter in the messages. Aéconrding to Gerbner,

-The significance of attention as an aspect of the prodess of
message-production and image—-formation is that it stems from, and, in
turn cultivates, assumptions about existence; it provides common
conceptions about what "is." 5

The common awareness of public issues forms a basis for social
interaction. In other words, the assumption is that leaders want to
| seek contact with masses, and assuming that their behavior is motivated
by this, the frequencies are interpreted with which a leader chooses to
talk about or maké references to a phenomenon as a measure of
attention.

The rationale for this assumption is that before a movement takes
national dimension the leader must begin with attention appeals to
particular values in order to make contact with a mass public. In
cther words, before leaders can expect the masses to understand the
"whole message" or 1ts "ourpose," they have to secure their attention.
The means of securing attention. in a national struggle are not
technicai 6nes,_ but are. instead values from the ideoiogy whose
dissemination is the leader's main concern. These means for gaining
- attention have been characterized as goal valués—-%hat is, demands of
1;he particular comumnity. The function of these ideological appeals is

to accomplish psychological softening or hardening of the mass public
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pefore the real purpose of the message is achieved. These fundamental
values are c;losely related to beliefs and sentiments people admire in
their commnity. |

The measure of atterition, therefore, indicates the presence and
frequency of relatively simple concepts and symbols in a leader's
messages making public appeals for identification and demands. At this
stage, there is less concern for factual discussion of complex or
controversial issues as the focus is on appeal to general commmity
values so as to achieve national support. The attention measure
therefore conceals many conflicting interests which may come to the
fore after the movement has developed to a later stage.

One method of testing replicability in message analysis research
is by giving a reliability test to independent coders, and then
calculating agreement coefficients. If one reaches a high degree of
intercoder agreements, reliability of the procedure is established.
Problems may arise for the simple reason that on the one hand training
coders is necessary for significant reliability, on the other hand such
training may influence them to the idiosyncrasies of 'the research
design. As Krippendorff observes,

If the observers are independent, then such measures assess the
extent to which the recording instructions are uniformly interpreted
and operationalized across individuals. But since observers can agree
on describing an event in wrong terms--for example, because of
implicit experiences that are not shared with the research
designer—replicability cannot assess whether an 1nstruct10n is
applied as intended. 6
It seems difficult to achieve perfect agreement above the .9
level--and the reliability of research would be doubtful if the level
is very low. The purpose of any quantitative research, however, is to

derive meaningful inferences which are of a qualitative nature.
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Alexander George maintains that the relationship between the two is a
circular one, each providing new insights foar the ongoing analysis. 7
The agreement coefficient achieved in this study was .8227 and,
therefare, we can safely assume that a high degree of reliability was
demonstrated (for further details see appendix C).

| The many themes appeéring in thé written documents of 1942-44 period
have been classified into four broad categories dealing with conditions

of crisis, desirable goal wvalues, leadership style, and channels of

commmnication. These categories reflect an attempt to reach a “balance
between reliability of the procedures ori thé one hand and the
meaningfulness of the categories on rthe other." 8 In other words, the
attempt is to describe with a maximm of objectivity and ét the same
time with a maximum of relevance to the underlying communication
. dynamics as revealed in Gandhi-Mao statements of this period. The set of '
categaries are mutually exclusive and exhaustive.,

To begin with there were significant differences as suggested by
their allbcation of at-teﬁtion to certain themes in the Figure 5,
"Unique and Common Themes."

tne of the obvious differences that have been biought out is that
Gandhi focused on the bress while Mao paid greater attention to partf
and mass organizations. Themes on the préss and organizations will be -
discussed in some detail in chapter 5, “"Channel Enlargarenﬁ." |

General classification is the basis of Figqure 6, "Frequency of
Themes," which summarizes the findings and gives percentages réferring
to proportions of frequency, as well as the rank order of major themes
indicated by the frequency. Figures 7 and 8 present the fmdings of the |
most frequent themes by subcategories ‘and rank order. As shown in

Figure 6, leadership style was the most frequent theme for both Gandhi
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and Mao. It accounted for 46 percent of the total themes used by the
two leaders. One may well ask "why do leaders talk of leadership
style?" An interesting question that I explore in the next chapiter.

5. U_nique and Common 'i‘henes

CRISIS
Social: Violence;
Unique immorality; exploitation;
Themes of - passivity
Gandhi
GOAIL: VALUES
‘Morality

LEADFRSHIP STYLES
Non—~violence; trusteeship; civil disobedience
non—cooperatipn; anarchy

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS
Mass media

CRISIS
Political: Tmperialism
Comnon Social: False
to Both propaganda; poverty

GOAL VALUES .
Nationalism; power ; material well-being

LEADERSHIP STYLES
Personal example; self-reliance; sacrifice;
service; uniqueness; truthfulness

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS
Personal contact; education

CRISIS _
Party: Bureaucracy, sectarianism;
intellectualism; subjectivism; warlordism

LEADERSHIP STYLES -
Confidence; theory-practice; toleration; war

Unique COMMUNICATION CHANNELS
Themes Party organization; mass organization; -
of Mao arts and literature
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1942-1944, a relatively late date in the two liberation movements,
the oconditions of crisis and the goal values were probably so well
known and appreciated that over-emphasis upon them would not contribute
enough to the process of liberation. On the other hand, there was also
a difference with respect to channels of camlunidation. For Mao, this
subject ranked second in frequency, as contrasﬁed with last place for
Gandhi. This might perhaps be explained by the fact that Mao had less
acceés to the established channels of commnication than did Gandhi

and, therefore, had to give this subject much more attention.

&+ Frequency of Themes
Themes Gandhi ' Mao Total

No. % Rank No. % Rank No. &

1. Conditions 31 18.5 3 26 19.9 3 57 19.0

of crisis

2. Goal values 47 28.1 2 15 11.2 4 62  20.6

3. Leadership 74 44,3 1 65 48.8 1 139 46.3
style

4, - Channels of l6 18.9 4 27 20.3 2 43 14.0
TOTAL 168 100 133 100 301 100

The first two of these categories, crisis and goal values, heightened
the sense of national identity and focused on the people's needs and
demands. They are therefore | dealt with in this chapter. Leadership
styles and channels of communication, each more instrumental in
nature, are presented separately in the following two chapters.

What They Said
A leader's ability to articulate and then to commmicate and share

with the people his perceptions of the crisis and his strategy of
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resolving it, is crucial to the success of any liberation movement. My.
analysis, therefore, focuses on how Gandhi and Mao defined the
conditions of crisis confronting their nations and help establish
certain goal values which could be realized through improved leadership
style and enlargement of available coommmication channels.

c - - . .

‘Perception of crisis deals with a situation in which severe
deprivation, oppression, violence are inflicted or threatened. It is a
statement of expectation or fact about the enemy and the context of the

conflict. The subheadings are as follows:

1. Political: conditions of crisis in the political scene
were coded as themes on:

(a) imperialism
{b) fascism

(c) feudalism:
(d) capitalism
{e) commmism

2., Social: the following subheadings reflect condJ.tlons of
cr:Ls:Ls in the social scene:

(a) civil war
(b} wviolence, repression, oppression
(c) illegality
(@) immorality

(e) incompetence
(£) illiteracy

{(g) poverty
(h) exploitation
(i) passivity

(j) £false propaganda

3. Party: the conditions of crisis within the Congress Party
of IndlaandthealmesecamumlstPartyaspercelved by Gandhi and Mao
were coded under the follom.ng headings:

{a) bureaucracy

(b) intellectualism
(c) sectarianism

(d) subjectivism
(e) warlordism
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In Chinese the word "crisis" is written with two characters, one
signifying "danger,” the other "opportunity.” In the history of
1iberation_ movements this two-sided aspect of crisis is obvious.
History proves that not all revolutionary crises end in freedom from
oppression; :.n fact, they may lead to greater tyramny of _the governing
class ~ar they may merely replace one despotism by another. On the other
hand, crises may give the best opportunities to leaders to introduce
radical changes. A national cr_isis, theref-are, helps leaders to
prepare the groamnds for mass movements by discrediting prevailing
creeds and institutions and detaching from them the allegiance of the
pecple and making it possible to take action against powerful groups
which are namally well-entrenched and invulnerable.

Gerbner, in his study of cultural indicators, points out that
"most critical public consequence of mass communications are .'in
.defining and ordering issues." 9 'Ihis study indicates that Gandhi and
Mao defined the crisis as a struggle '_fcr survivals they linked the
struggle for independence to the impro.renent of the condition of the
camnon man and woman. Gandhi% most potent slogan was "'Do s 4 D:ie,"
which freed the people fram fear of death itself. People became
susceptible to the appeals of social® movements only after Gandhi and
Mao succeeded in making them not only aware of the crisis but also to
make them believe that "change was possible.. Far instance, in India and
Cﬁina people had to be made aware of pervasive social injusti‘ce and
exploitation and they had to be convinced that the mighty power of the
British and the Kuomintang could be challenged and overthraown.

The articulation of nationalistic themes by Gandhi and Mao
evidently strengthened pre-existing desires for political independence

and at the same time it inspired quite a new set of political
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expectations among the pecple of India and China. The imposition of
alien aubhwxrity generated tremendous traditional resistance that Gandhi
and Mao subsequently transformed into nationalist rebellion. Natural
disasters, such as famine and wars, inflicted abnamal hardships on the
people making them susceptible to their messages of crises.

If we look at Figure 7, "Themes on Conditions of Crisis" we will
find that imperialism is seen as one of the major conditions leading to
a political crisis. Both Gandhi and Mao give this equal amounts of
attention, and here we may only infer their concern by their frequent
reference to it, The themes, however, indicate fhat they both do not
talk of imperialism in the same way. This will become clear as the
analysis proceeds.

Gandhi's conception of imperialism wés really the logical

extension of a line of thinking that had begun in the 1920's: -

I said to myself, there is not StateﬁmbyNeroormssolini which
has not good points about it, but we have to reject the whole, once we
decide to non-cooperate with the system, "There are in our country
grand public roads, and palatial educational institutions,” I said to
myself, "but they are part of a system which crushes the nation. I
should not have anything to do with them. They are like the fabled
snake with a brilliant jewel on its head, but which has fangs full of
poison." So, I came to the conclusion that British rule in India had
crushed the spirit of the nation and stunted its growth, and so I
decided to deny myself all the privileges, services, courts, titles.
The policy would vary with different countries but sacrifice and
self-denial are the essential points. 10

In the 1930's Gandhi concluded:

The British people must realize that the Efpire is to come to an end.
This they will not realize unless we in India have generated power
within to enforce our will. 11

By the 1940's Gandhi declared imperialism to be so "satanic" that it

threatened to explode in hatred toward the British:

Imperialism is the greatest of evils.
' -Doamment 22, Theme 62



MESSAGES OF FREFRDOM

We must fight imperialism and not the British people.
=Document 41, Theme 115

Imperialism is the enemy facing our country.
=Docament 1, Theme 3

“7. Themes on Conditions of Crisis

Themes

% .

1.

2.

Political

(a)
(b)
(c)

(@)

(e)
(£)

imperialism
fascism
feudalism
capitalism
commmunism
socialism

Social

(a2)
{b)
(c)
(@)
(e)
(£)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(3)

civil war
violence
illegality
immorality
incompetence
illiteracy
poverty
exploitation
passivity
false propa-
ganda

Party

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

- (e)

bureaucracy
intellectual-
ism _
sectarianigm
subjectivism
warlordism
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PFurthermore, Gandhi made imperialism a moral issue:
I have said more than once in these colums that the Nazi power
had risen as a nemesis to punish Britain for her sins of
emlo:ttat:t.on and enslavement of the Asiatic and African races.
—Doc:.ment 17

Britain is morally indefensible, while she rules India.
. ~Document 18, Theme 50

It is not right for any nation to hold ancther in bondage. India

has ancient culture, ancient civilization, such variety and

richness of languages. Britain should be ashamed of holding these

people as slaves. '
-Document. 25

Britain cannct win the war as long as she holds India in slavery.
~Document 24

With this subversive image of the opponent Gandhi sought to Jjustify
cut:t:l.ng off important sources of the British power by withdrawing
cooperation and obedience of the Indian People:

A Government is an instrument of service only insofar as it is
based upon the will and consent of the people. It is an
instrument of oppression where it enforces suhmission at the
point of the bayonet. Oppression, therefcre, ceases when people
cease to fear the bayonet. 12

Gandhi's satyagraha (truth force) was, therefare, a well- conceived
communication technique to fight against political and economic
domination and injustice.

Maoc's conception of imperialism is -somewhat different, He
explicitly identifies imperialism as the chief instigator of |
revolutionary movements in colonial and semi-colonial countries. A
chief characteristic of the imperialist penetration of China, Mao
maintains, was "the collusion of imperialism with the feudal forces to
-arrest the development of Chinese mpitaliém_." 13 The image of the
opponent thus includes not only the j‘.mperialist forces, but alsc the

feudal elements.
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Japanese imperialism is daily menacing China.
-Document 15, Theme 113
The Kuomintang is collaborating with the Japanese Imperialists.
~Document 9, Theme 61
Mao's political 'themes, therefore, call attention to the
consequences of imperialism:
Under the two—fold oppression of imperialism and feudalism, and
especially as a result of the large~scale invasion of Japanese
imperialism, the Chinese people, and particularly the peasants,
have become mcre and mare impoverished and have even been
pauperized in large numbers, living in hunger and cold and without
any political rights. The poverty and lack of freedom among the
Chinese people are on a scale seldom found elsewhere, 14
The power of imperialism is, however, seen as transient which will
soon collapse, although from the short-term perspective, it is still
powerful and in possession of the mechanical means of mass destruction:

Japanese imperialism is mustering up all its stréngth for a dying
kick.
~Document 16, Theme 120
Therefore, Mao argues, war is an inescapable consequence of the

imperialist peolicy:
War is our first priority in our struggle.
~Document 16, Thene 121

Liberation wars are differentiated into those waged against
imperialism (national liberation wars) and those waged against ~domestic
reaction (civil or class liberation struggle). The basic distinction
between a people's war and a counter-revolution war, says Mao, is that
the former is rooted in, and waged by, the broad masses of the people.
The decisive role of the people in determining the character and
cutcoame of war, Mao believes, starnds in direct contrast .to the false

imperialist theory that "weapcons decide éverything.“ Mao's faith in
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"the ultimate victory of the national liberation movement is therefore
based on the powerofthemasses; |
We will overcame obstacles and crush the Japanese imperialists.
-Document 12, Theme 82
We shall finally defeat the enemy.
| ~Document 4, Theme 33
The world will enter a great age of liberation.
-Doament 11, Theme 75
The dawn of victory is in sight.
-Document 6, Theme 41
Imper:.allsm is doamed, according to Mao, because 11: is decadent and
retrogressive, TIts fundamental weakness is that it is separated from
its "people." The "logic" of imperialism, that is, aggression,
oppression, and exploitation, is incompatible with that of the masses.
It is "riddled with insuperable contradictions;" it is "sitting on a.
volcano® and it is its own “gravedigger." |
Mao, therefore, developed an adapted version of Marxist-Ieninist
thecry to apply to the "colonial, semi-colonial, and semi-feﬁdal“ China
and developed broad forms of struggle to fight his opponent.
- Figure 7, "Themes on Conditions of Crisis," also shows that for
Gandhi another crisis that looms large is violence embedded in the
prevalent social conditions due to fareign control, _whilé 35 percent .°f
Mao's themes on conditions of crisis refer to the crisis within the
leadership of the (Iﬁneée Communist Party. This is not unexpected as
we know that Mao's Rectification movement aimed to create an
environment of struggle in which fundamental values and perceptions
could be re-examined and challenged by revolutionary ideals. | Mao

insisted that the tendency of same Party members to look down or ignore
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non-Party elements was a form of "sectarianism” which led to isolation
of the Communists from the total Chinese population. 15 His focus
therefore, was onh organizational and éduc:atidnal methods to  overcome
these cammmication barriers between leaders and masses. The serious
barriers, according to Mao, were bureaucracy, intellectualism,
warlordism, and sectarianism:
Bureaucracy leads to communication barriers with the masses.
~Document 12, Theme 89
Wai‘lordism is the result of isolation frcm masses. |
-Document 12, Theme 90
Formalism has no content.
~Document 2, Theme 16
Mao's barbs against Party formalism were directed primarily against
- his Moscow-trained rivals in the Russians Returned Student group whose
' power was curbed by the Sixth Plenum. The 1942 Rectification movement,
therefare, focused on intensive education, small-group study, criticism
and self-criticism to bring the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party closer to the Chinese population. The movement represented a
final stage in Mao's consolidation of leadership.
Gandhi's frequent reference to vioclence can be explained by the
'_ fact that as the government became more repressive the people. responded
with increasing militancy. What is interesting, however, is that
despite Gandhi's insistence on non-violence, there. is.a change in his:
attitude toward the people rescrting to violence.
Violence appalled Gandhi to the extent that whenever it occurred
in the 1920's or even 1930's he was "actually and literally praying faor
a disastrous defeat (of the liberation movement)." In other words,

non-violence above everything else— even above the independence of
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mdia,' so it seemed. He sought to harness the potential force of the
masses into peaceful chamnels, "I know that the only thing that the
Government dreads is this huge majority I seem to cammand. They little
know that I dread it even more than they." In 1934, while explaining
his view of the reasons for the failure of non-violent movements,
Gandhi stated quite explicitly an important element of commnication
theory: | '

I feel that the massés have not yet received the message of
satyagraha owing to its adulteration in the process of
transmission. It has becare clear to me that spiritual instruments
suffer in their potency when their use is taught through
non-spiritual media . . . . The indifferent civil resistance of
many . . . has not touched the hearts of the rulers. 16
Furthermare, in his effart to touch the heart of the rulers Gandhi

went to the extent of transforming mass civil disobedience to
ﬁﬁividtml civil disobedience in 1940:
Satyagraha needs to be confined to one qualified person at a time.
In the present ciramstances only ane, and that myself, should for
the time being bear the respansibility of civil disobedience. 17
In other werds, it was a symbolical battle, calling the attention
and sympathy of the whole nation, and perrm.tt:.ng participation in
spirit of millions upon millions, resulting in resurgence of maral
strength. This muid have dissipated in a series of sporadid_ actions
(inviting ruthless repression of helpless people) all over the country
if people had taken to the streets. It is not the number that counts
but the quality, Gandhi maintained, "more so when the forces of
violence are uppermost.” 18
Oon 2august 8, 1942, hbwever, while launching the "Quit India"
movement, Gandhi crystallized the prevailing mood of the people in
these words, "there was a desperateness inl it, an emotional urge which

gave second place to logic and reason or a calm consideration of the
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consequences of action." And he went on to state in a mood of near
frenzy,

I want freedom immediately this very night, before dawn, if it can
be had. Freedom cannot now wait for the achievement of commmnal
unit . . . . Fraud and untruth today are stalking the world. I
camot be a helpless witness to such a situation. I have traveled
all over India as perhaps nobody in the present age has. The
voiceless millions of the land saw in me their friend and

representative, and I identified myself with them to an extent it

was possible for a human being to do. I saw trust in their eyes,

which I now want to turn to good account in fighting this empire
upheld on untruth and violence. However gigantic the preparations
that theemplrehasmadewemustgetoutof its clutches ., . . .
Here is a mantra, a short one, that I give you. You may imprint it

. on your hearts and let every breath of yours give expression to it.
The mantra is: "Do or die."” We shall either see free India or die
in the attempt; we shall not live to see the perpetuation of our
slavery . . . .

Gandhi's perception of conditions of crisis in 1942-1944 was serious
enough to include the possibility of violence. He squarely held the
British responsible for any eruption of violence in the country:

Britain practices the most arganized and successful violehce in
India the world has seen.

—Document 31, Theme 87
The Government repression is breeding discontent.
-Document: 44, Theme 122

The Govermment encourages violence when the people want to proceed
peacefully.

Document 49, There 136
Ga.nth. was respond;mg to a very wide mass-awakening all over the
ocountry, the extent and intensity of which was a revelation, both to
the Indian leaders and to the government,
Goal values.

Themes on desirable values deal with the substantive demands that
the leader is making on behalf of the liberation movement under the

following subheadings:
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1. Nationalism (united front, harmony, solidarity, etc.)
2. Power (political, ideological, etc.)
3. Material well-being (econcmic, safety, etc.)

4. Morality (concern with ends and means, spiritual, etc.)

Evefy society has its own value system. The commnication ‘system
of a given sdciety, therefcre, is part of its total culture and can be
understood in that context. Culture provides people with symbols,
myths, values and information, and forms their_ general attitudes
towards what is desirable o%: undesirable.

In a struggle of mationmal dimensions, leaders set standards of
“high morality to meet the public need of a picture of its own ideal.
self. Lasswell defines value as "The word we use to indicate_ that
there are some impulses with which we associate our ego symbol at a
given time." 19 The 1eade£ must also si#plify communication by the use
of fundamental values in times of great stress when a nation is
fighti.tlx-gn for liberation and needs the su_?pcz't of the whole population.

The daily experience both for the leader hﬁnself and for hié.

people is the struggle for existence; not only a struggle for material

well-being but for human dignity and spiritual well-being as well,

These two goals camprehend, in fact, all other values demanded. This
study shows that Gandhi and Mao repeat this theme in various forms when
referring to nationalism, polltuml power, material well-being or
morality. Many of the themes appear in slogan form: let us unite for
action, liberation will end poverty. The slogan itself is not literally
mentioned in the text, but i'E is involved in the message by synonymous
referenceé ¢+ Trepeated over and over again in varying Wayé, identical in

function, and dominant because of its frequent appearance.
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In countries like India ard China, largely populated by illiterate
masses, it is far easier to capture, commmnicate, and popularize the
essence of a struggle in a slogan than to try to explain its
intricacies in a jargon style. The ﬁaSses are more receptive to
language they easily understamd and their sense of comitment is more
easily touched. The use of slogans is also consistent with traditional
Indian ard Chmese practice, wherem the a'1c1ent -rulers commmicated
their orders in similar, eas:.ly understandable terms. A slogan has
been defined as follows

' Comprehension of a current public denahd referring to the camunity

value. This characterization of a slogan explains its great

suggestive effect on the public mind, since the demand is the

fundamental cond'l.tlon for establishing the comunity mind.. 20

The differences in social and linguistic background and in
circumstance due to the wide geographical dispersion of India and China
were, in fact, obstacles that made the appeais to the mational -goél
values still more necessary for attention to the actual message. It is
not possible to appeal to 'a mass audience without starting with the
well-known values of the péople and then link them to what the leader
wants them to do. Gandhi and Mao ‘sought to narrow down conflicting in—
terests within groups, classes and castes by focusing on camon values.
They used the facts of poverty and want as a means of identification
for common action. The demand for freedom fram poverty was transformed
to demand for mational freedom. Whether independence might relieve
the poverty in the country was still an unsolved prcblem, si_nce a
skillful dommnicator leaves the verificatioh of his message to public
experience.

As shown by Figure ¢, "Themes on Goal Values,” Gandhi gave most |

frequent attention to marality and Mao most frequent attention to
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nationalism. Another difference is that, as one might expect, Mac gave
much more attention to material well-being than did Gandhi.

Nonetheless, each of these four themes on goal values were highly

important.
@ Themes on Goal Values
Themes - Gandhi Mao Total
No. % Rank No. 3% Rank- No. %

1. Nationalism 11 23.4 2 7 47.8 1 18 29.1
. 2. Power 9 18.2 4 2 12,2 3 11 17.7_

3. Material

well-being 10 21.2 3 5 32.2 2 15 24.1
4., Marality 17 37.2 1 1 7.8 4 18 29.1

TOTAL . 47 100 15 100 62 100

Nationalism. Here are same of the nationalistic themes = common to both
Gandhi and Maos |
We rust be united to achieve independence.
~ ~Gandhi, Document 20, Theme 58
National unity will end cammnal dishaxmony.

~Gandhi, Document 39, Theme 111
All patriotic forces must unite and save China.

-Mao, Document 11, Theme 78
The first principle of the united front is d:l.sc:.plmed unity.

—Mao, Document 16, Theme 127

The various sectors of the Indian and Chinese population
~which supported the Congress Party and the Chinese Communist Party had

their own special interests, peculiar grievances, differing cbjectives,
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and unique ideologies. But so long as India and China remained
depehdent, the various interests could su}:mergé t-heir differences
because the winning of independence was the critical factor in solving
.all the other problems. This may explain the speedy diffusion of
nationalism and receptivity of the elite to the elaborated symbols of
identification with the common people of India and China. For
instaince, Gandhi and Mao insisted on "language of the masses" or
service as modes of behavior,

Briefly Gandhi and Mao stressed the importance of maintaining a
dialectical relationship between unity and social and econmic change.
The primary focgs of their activity consisted in mobilizing the masses
and seeking an alliance with the intellectual elite and other groups as
a move to oust foreign domination. They both succeeded in solving. the
triple problem of national identity, independence, and legitimacy, but
while Gandhi failed to achieve a decisive revolutionary break fram an
imperialist past, Mao succeeded in bring about a real socio-eoormic’
revolution.

This was the major difference between Gandhi's and Mao's
mticnalism. The nationalist movement in india was essentially a
bourgeois movement and Gandhi was the representative functioning
inevitably within the nationalist ideology. Mao's nationalist movement
was operating within the Marxist-Ieninist ideology which sought to
effect a total revolution by ovérthrwing damestic landlords, warlords,

and native capitalists.

Power. Here is a sample of their themes:
Power must belong to the people.

-Gandhi, Document 41, Theme 117
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We must have political power to decide our own future.
-Gandhi, Document 4, Theme 15

Power means to unite the Party, the govermment and the army with
the people. '

- ~Mao, Document 10, Theme 70

Patriotic farces must wark toward democracy and freedom.

-Mao, Document, 11, Theme 79

Gandhi's concept of power is pedﬂiarly his own and basically very
different from that of Mao's. Apart from the fact that.at different
times Gandhi narrowed and broadened his political approach, there was
also an ambivalence in regard to political power. Nehru remarked: |

In spite of the closest association with him (Gandhi) for many years, |

Iamnotclearlnmyommmdabmthlsobjecuves. I doubt if he is

clear himself. One step is encugh for me, he says; and he does not "

try to peep into (the) future or to have a clearly ccnce:.ved end:
- befare him. 21 -

This was because Gandhi always looked at politics more from the
.standpoint of the rebel than éf the ruler, of freedom than of
authority, of the individual than of the State. 22 He believed that
true power resides in t‘he people and not in governments or
legislatures, 23 and he hoped that political power, in the ordinary
sense, would not enter Indian villages. "Power is of two kinds. One is
cbtained by the fear of punishment and the otheér by acts of love." 20
Gandhi was, in fact, i‘éally trying to challenge the very notion of
poweraspractimdovertﬁe lives of thepeoplethroﬁghgovenmmtand
legislatures. He was anxious to increase the participation of the
people in the government and cut down. the increasing pc'wer of

~ bureaucracy.

Material -well-being. Here are same of the themes on material

A'well-'being comon to both Gandhi and Mao:
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Only national government can relieve misery of poverty.
-Gandhi, Document 46, Theme 128
Econamic well-being is possible only with political freedom.
—Gandhi,_ Document 17, Theme 47
After victory pecple will be better off economically.
-Mao, Document 7, Theme 48
Collective mutual-aid organizations will bring econcm:l.c well-being.
“Mao, Document 12, Theme 87
Both perceived impoverishment of their countries as the result of
systematic "exploitétion." Once the shackles of imperialism were
‘removed, Gandhi and Mao believed, rapid social and econamic development |
would ensue. However, a major difference between Gandhi and Mao
emerges in their means of achieving this goal. Gandhi calls his
approach to economic equality "non—violent socialism,” 24 which means
cooperative o sdcial appmach in contrast to individualism., Fcr Mao,
the word socialism means a system of naticnalized ow_nership of the
means of production. To put it differently, Gandhi demanded moral
r&oluﬁm to acconmplish the material well-being of the people; Mao
sought 'radic_al structural change to achieve social revolution. Gandhi
was concerned with means of attaining egalitarianism, Mao with the goal
itself. |
Briefly, then, national liberation is a goal value which provides
material well-being for the poverty-stricken people.  And political
power is necessary to ensure security of the nation and provide
protection from imperialism and exploitation.
Morality. Both Gandhi and Mao sought to apply moral values in the
difficult domain of political and social actin. They mamtalned that a

national liberation movement is a just struggle acgainst exploitation.
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A just cause provides in itself a moral superiority. A people with
justice on their side will arouse warld public opinion in suppcart of
their cause. Here is a sample frdn their themes on morality:
Our demand is based on justice.
-Gandhi, Document 32, .'Ihane 89
Justice demands that Britain free India.
~Gandhi, Document 38, Theme 106

We have been waging a just war against the imperialist Japanese for
more than five years.

-Mao, Document 6, Theme 39
. We consider our war entirely just.
| -Mao, Document ¢, Theme 64
Gandhi, however, focused on hammony and Mao on conflict as the
it}%ral part of struggle. Gandhi defined morality as promoting harmany
in all human relationships through individual effart. Mao sought to
define it in terms of pramwoting proletarian unity through sutmerging
bf the indi\}idual in the collectivity of the warking masses.
Nonethéless,. both their thinking was governed by a total value
judgment. Far Gandhi, the enemy is the greed of materialism, the judge
is the individual who f.rees himself from selfishness, and the
executioner is the maal law. Fo Mao, the enemy is the capitalist
system, history the judge and its executioner the masses. _Therefore,
with Mso national struggle inevitably involves class conflict; with
Gandhi = it is any situation .6f..hman. conflict, even a conflict within. .
the individual in making the right choice.
Briefly, the morality for both Gandhi and Mao lay in the meeting of
needs and expectations of the masses. But whereas Mao aéce_.pted

Marxist-TLeninist theory, which defined the content of these needs and
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indicated long-range approaches to their satisfaction, Gandhi was
- content in 'developing a step-by~step approach which could meet the
needs of the people as and when the situation arcse.

. We now turn in the next chapter to what leaders can do to help pecple

confront the situations that arose.
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