-MED I F I

_COLLEGE—
August 10, 1995 %\WV\WK\ .

Professor George Gerbner
234 Golf View Road
Ardmore, PA 19003

Dear Professor Gerbner:

As of our recent phone conversation I want to invite you to

participate in our lead panel tentatively entitled "The Mass

Media" How Well Does it Inform?" to be held Thursday evenlng,

June 20, 1996 from 7-10 pm at SUNY Buffalo. ‘
As I indicated, Milt Rosenberg will be the. moderator w;th James
Bohannon and John Paulos your fellow partlclpants ‘Professor

 Paulos especially wants to be on this panel with you because of
his work on the way the mass media treats the relatlve risk
issue. :

The conference is entltled “The Age of Mls(lnformatlon) and will
examine how well both the mass media and academia accurately
inform their respective audlences.

We would greatly benefit from your partlclpatlon and hope you
will accept our invitation. —

CSICOP will of course cover your travel and lodging expenses.
You can contact me at my home at (716) 876~ 1008 or. leave a
message at the CSICOP offlce (716) 636- 1425 or" E Mail AA538 at
Free Net. Buffalo. E.D.U.

Sincerely, e

- Lee Nisbet
Conference Coordinator

Agassiz Circle; Buffalo, New York 14214  716-884-3281 » FAX: 884-0291



[L] From: £gg at‘ysstli8/15/95'9:07AM (524 bytes: & In)
To: AA538@freenct.buffalo.edu at SMTP-DO '
Subject: Conference _ o _
=“”““f“”““”—“—;—“;“-““—"f;**‘“ Message Contents e e i e i -
" Dear Prof. Nisbett: Thank you for your letter of invitation of '
8/10. May I have some more info about the conference? Do you have a
prospectus (oY draft)? Purpose, sponsorship (what is OSICOPR?Y),
specific focus {issue OY issues) and expected audience? I would
appreciate receiving this info while I a®m juggling calendar dates.
Sincerely, George Gerbner. o -

T T




[1] From: fgg at postl 9/7/95 9:51PM (658 bytes: 8 1n)

To: AAB3IQPREENET.BUFFALO.EDU at SMTP-po

Subiject: csicop meet

——————————————————————————————— Message Contents --- -

Prof. Nisbet: Thank you for telephone message. I am still juggling
dates, and have net yet heard from all concerned, but I will try to
participate, s0 you can mark me "yes" at least tentatively; -

Is the overnight stay necessary, or could this panel be held during
the day so my visit could be done aill in one day? . Please le me
know (you are welcome to respond by e-mail), confirm the :
arrangement and let me have whatever details are available about
the program. George Gerbner. . ' R -
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[75] From: aa538@freenet.Buffalo.EDU at SMTP-po 9/12/95 5:18PM (1030 by
n)

To: Ffgg at POSTL

subject: Re: CSICOP MEET

Tewt item 1 Text Ttem

Received: by ccmail from freenet.buffalo. edu B
From aa538@freenet.Buffalo.EDU AR ”f"
X-Envelope-From: aa538@freenet.Buffalo. EDU ' S i
Received: (from aa538@localhost) by freenet. buffalo edu (8 6. 12/8 6. 12)
RAA16792; Tue, 12 Sep. 1995 17:05:46 -0400 ]
Date: Tug, 12 Sep 1995 17:05:46 —0400 e
Message-Id: <199509122105. RAA16792@freenet. buffalo edu>'
From: aa538@freenet.Buffalo. EDU (Barry Karr) i
To: fgg@asc.upenn.edu

Subject: Re: CSICOP MEET

Reply-To: aa538@freenet Buffalo.EDU

Dr. Gerbner:

I wish to thank you for your e-mail message to T8¢
I will pass along to him. I don‘t think he’ has €
either contact you again by phone or I Wlll send

T look forward to seeing you here in Buffalo’ “for the" CSICOP
Conference, I am very pleased you can attend.

Sincerely,

Barry Karr
CSICOP Executive Director
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CSICOP

—

THE CCMMITTEE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION

OF CLAIMS OF THE PARANORMAL

Paul Kurtz, Chairman

Kendrick Frazier, Editor, The Skeptical Inquirer
Barry Karr, Executive Director -

Lee Nishet, Spaciat Projacts Directar

FELLOWS

James E. Alcock (psychelogist, York Univ., Toronto)

Jerry Andrus (magician, Albany, Ore)

Robert A. Baker {professor erneritus of psychology,
Univ, of Kentucky)

Staphen Barratt, M.D. (psychiatrist, authar,
Allentown, Pa.) -

Barry Beyerstein {professor of psychology, Sime
Fraser Univ., Vancouver, B.C))

Irving 8iederman {psychologist, USC)

Susan Blackmore (psycholegist, Univ. of the West of
Englang, Bristol, UK)

Henri Brach (physicist, Univ. of Nice, France}

Jan Harold Brunvand {folkforist, prof. of English,
Univ. of Utah)

Vern Bulleugh (Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
-State Univ. of New York)

Mario Bunge (pref, of philosophy, MeGill Univ))

John R. Cole {anthropologist, Inst. for the Study of
Human Issues}

F. H. C. Crick (biophysicist, Salk Inst. for Biclogicat
Studies)

Richard Dawkins {zoologist, Oxford Univ)

L. Sprague de Gamp (science writer, engineer)

Cornelis de Jager {astrophysicisi, Univ. of Utrecht,
Netherlands)

Bernard Dixon {science writer, U. K)

Paul Edwards (Editar, Encyclopedia of Philosophy

Antony Flew {prof. of philosephy, Reading U., UK}

Andrew Fraknoi (astronomer, Foothili College, Cafif.)

Kendrick Frazler (science writer, Albuquerque, N.M.)

Yves Galifret (Exac. Secy., | Union Rationaliste)

Martin Gardner {author, critic)

Murray Gell-Mann (physicist, Sants Fe Institute)

Thomas Gilovich (psycholagist, Cornell Univ.)}

Henry Gordon (magician, author, Teronto)

Stephen Jay Gould (zoclogist, Harvard)

C.'E. M Hansel (psycholagist, Univ. of Wales)

Al Hivbs (scientst, Jet Propulsion Laboratary)

Douglas R. Hofstadter (professor of cognitive science,
Indiana Univ)

Gerald Holton (Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics,
Harvard) i

Ray Hyman (prof. of psychalogy, Univ. of Oregon)

Leon Jaro# (Sciences Editor, Time)

Sergei Kapitza (editor, Russian ed., Scientific
American)

Philip J, Klass (science writer, engineer}

Marvin Kohl (prof. of philosophy, SUNY at Fredonia)

Edwin C. Krupp {astronomer; director, Griffith
Observatory)

Paul Kuriz {professor smeritus of phitosophy,
SUNY at Buffale)

Lawrence Kusche {science writer}

Elizabeth Loftus {professor of psychology, Univ. of
Washington)

Paul MacCready (scientist, engineer, AeroVironment,
Inc,}

David Marks (psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky (professor of Media Arts and
Scienca, M.1.T)

David Morrison {space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center) .

Richard A. Muller {professor of physics, Univ. of
California, Berkeley}

H. Narasimhaiah {physicisi, Prasident, Bangalore
Science Forum)

Dorothy Nelkin (sociclogist, New York Univ)

Joe Nickell (author, Univ. of Kentucky)

Lee Nisbet (prot. of philosophy, Medaille College)

James Oberg (science wiiter}

Loren Pankratz (psychologist, Oregon Health
Sciences Univ))

John Paules {mathematician, Temple Univ}

Mark Plurmmer {lawyar, Australia)

W. V. Quine (prof. of philesophy, Harvard Univ)

Milten Rosenberg {psychologist, Univ. of Chicaga)

Cart Sagan (prof. of astronomy, Cernell)

Wallace Sampson, M.D. {tlinical prof, of medicine,
Stantard Univ))

Evry Schatzman (President, French Physics
Association)

Eugenie Scott (anthropologist, Exec. Dir., NGSE}

Glenn Seaberg {University Professar of Chemistry,
U.C., Berkaley)

Thomas A. Sebeok (anthropologist and linguist,
Indiana Univ.}

Robert Sheaffer {science writer)

Dick Smith (film producer, publisher, Australia)

Robert Steiner (magician, author}

Jill Tarter (SETI Insfitute)

Larol Tawris {psychalogist and auther, Los Angeles,
Calif)

Siephen Toulmin {philesopher, Univ. of Southern
Calif)

Steven Weinberg, physicist, Univ. of Texas, Austin

Marvin Zelan (statistician, Harvard Univ)

Lin Zixin {former editer of China's Science and
Technology Dailyy ’

SKEPTICAL INGUIRER

Doris Hawley Deyle, Managing Editor
Mary Rose Hays, Business Manager
Richard Seymour, Chief Data Cfficer

, Amherst, New York 14226-0703 USA » 716-636-1425

e " Fax 716-636-1733
UG A
‘833(9 ~F (005
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November 20, 1995

George Gerbner

234 Gulf View Road (/0 350
Ardmore PA 19003 ) " L(
Dear Prof. Gerbner:

1 am pileased that you have accepied our invitation to participate in our CSICOP
Conference, “Science in the Age of (Mis)Information,” June 20-23, 1996 at the State
University of New York at Buffalo. As you may know, this will be the twenticth annive:
celebration of CSICOP’s founding.

You are scheduled to give a 25-30 minute preésentation in the panel entitle _
Role of the Mass Media in Misinforming the Public,” on Thursday, June 20,2700-6:00 P.M.

CSICOP has made arrangements for_special conferenc® airline rates with our travel
agent Judy Pensak, of Creative Destination \' lease make travel reservations
through her by March 27. CSICOP will reimburse you for your travel expenses. There is
complimentary 24 hour shuttle transportation from the Buffalo Airport (o the Marriott
Hotel. ' : N

CSICOP will make a reservation for you at the Marriott for the night(s) required
for a double Toom to be shared with another speaker. You are most welcome to bring a
friend or spouse, but CSICOP can only pay for your share of the room rate and tax. If you
prefer a single room, CSICOP will pay 1/2 the room rate and tax. You are encouraged to
stay and enjoy the entire conference, but CSICOP can only pay for the required nights.

Prompt return of the enclosed form would be appreciated so that we can make the
necessary arrangements. We are looking forward to your participation and an interesting
conference. : : ‘

If you have any questions about the program please call me at (716) 876-1008, and

if you have any questions about the arrangements call or write Barry Karr at CSICOP, PO
Box 703, Buffalo, NY 14226-0703; (716) 636-1425.

Sincerely,

Lee Nisbet
Special Projects Director

-




,—‘

COI An International Organization
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THE{‘"-DMMIﬁEE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF CLAIMS OF THE PARANORMAL

Pau! Kurtz, Chairman

Kendrick Frazier, Editor, The Skeptical inguirer
Barry Karr, Executive Director

Lee Nisbet, Special Projecis Director

FELLOWS

Jlames E. Alcock (professor of psychology, York
Univ., Teronto)

Jerry Andrus (magician and inventor, Albany,
Oregon)

Robert A. Baker {professor emeritus of psychology,
Univ. of Kentucky}

Stephen Barrett, .0 (psyciviatrist, author,
Allentown, Pa)

Barry Beyerstein (professor of psychology, Siman
Fraser Univ., Vancouver, B.C}

Irving Biederman (g:)rofessor of psychology, Univ. of
Southern Calitornia)

Susan Blackmore {psychologist, Univ. of the West of
England, Bristel, U.X.)

Kenri Broch {physidst, Univ. of Nice, France)

Jan Harold Brunvand {folklorist, prof. of English,
Univ. of Utah}

Vern Bullough (Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
State Univ. of New York)

Mario Bunge (prof. of philosophy, McGili Univ.)

John R. Cole (anthropologist, nst. for the Study of
Hurman lssues)

E H. C. Crick (biaphysicist, Salk Institute for
Biological Studies)

Richard Dawvkins {zoologist, Oxiord Univ.)

L. sprague de Camp {stience writer, engineer)

Cornelis de lager {astrophysicist. Univ. of Utrecht,
Netherlands)

Barnard Dixon {science writer, U. K.}

Paul Edwards (Editor, Encyclopedia of Phifosophy)

Antony Flew (prof. of philosophy, Reading U., U.K)

Andrew Fraknoi {astronomer, Foothill College, Los
Altos Hills, Calif.)

Kendrick ;razier (science writer, Albuquerque,
N.M

Yves Galifret (Exec. Secy.,’l Unjon Raticnaliste}

Martin Gardner {auther, critic)

Murray Gell-Mann (professar of physics, Caltech)

Thomas Gilovich (psychologist, Cornell Uniwv.)

Henry Gordon {magician, author, broaccaster,
Taronto)

Stephen Jay Gould (Museum of Comparative
Zoology, Harvard)

C. E. M Hansel {psychologist, Univ. of Wales)

Al Hibbs (scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory)

Douglas R. Hofstadter {professor of cognitive sci-
erce, Indiana Univ)

Geraid Holton {Matlinckradt Professor of Physics,
Harvard)

Ray Hyman (prof. of psychology, Univ. of Oregon)

teon Jaroff {Seiences Editor, Time)}

Sergei Kapitza (editor, Russian ed., Scientific
American)

Philip J. Klass {science writer, engineer)

Marvin Kohl {prof. of philosophy, SUNY at
Fredonia}

Edwin C. Krupp (astronomer; director, Griffith
Observatory}

Paul Kuriz (professor emeritus of philosophy, SUNY
at Buffalo)

Lawrence Kusche {science writer)

Elizabeth Lottus (professor of psychology. Univ. of
Washington)

Paul MacCready (scientist, engineer,
AeroVironment, Inc}

David Marks (psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky (professar of Media Arts and
sciences, M.LT)

navid Morrison {space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center)

Richard A. Muller (prafessor of physics, Univ. of
Caiifornia, Berkeley)

H. Marasimhaiah (physicist, President, Bangalore
Science Forum)

Darothy Nelkin (sociologist, New York Univ)

Joe Nickell (author, Univ. of Kentucky}

l.ee Nishet (prof. of philosephy, Medaille College)

James Oberg (science writer)

Loren Pankratz {psycholagist, Oregon Health
Sciences Univ)

Iohn Paules (mathematician, Temple Univ)

Mark Plummer {lawyer, Australia)

W. V. Quine (prof. of philosophy, Harvard Univ.)

Milton Rosenberg (psychalogist, Univ. of Chicago)

Carl Sagan (prof. of astronomy, Cornell)

Wailace Sampsan, M.D. (clinical prof. of medicine,
stanford Univ) .

Evry Schatzman (President, French Physics
Associatian)

Eugenie Scott {anthropologist, Exec. Dir.. NCSE)

Glenn Seaborg (Unijversity Professor of Chemistry,
u.C., Berkeley)

Thomas A, Sebeok (anthropologist and linguist,
Indiana Univ.)

Robert Sheaffer {science writer)

Elia A. Shneour (biochemist; director, Biosystems
Research institue, La Jolla, Calif)

Dick smith (film producer, publisher, Australia)

Robert Steiner (magician, author)

Jill Tarter { SET! Institute, Cornell) -

Carol T?\;r)is {psycholegist and author, 105 Angeles,
Calif.

Stepherl'nfT)outmin {philosopher, Univ. of Southern
Calif.

Steven Weinberg (profassor of physics and astronomy,
Univ. of Texas at Austin}

Marvin Zelen (statistician, Harvard Univ.)

Lin Zixin (former editor of China’s Science and
Technology Daily)

SKEPTICAL INQUIRER

Marsha Carlin, Assitant Editor
wiichael Ciene, Fulfillment Manager
Tom Genoni, Jr., Assistant Editor
Mary Rose Hays, Business Manager
James Kimberly, Development Officer
Ranjit Sandhu, Research Coordinator
Ricnard Seymour, Chief Data Officer

January 31, 1996
Professor George Gerbner
234 Golf View Rd.
Ardmore, PA 19003

Dear Dr. Gerbner,

I am enclosing the most receit program for
upcoming in June. As you know we Have sch
member of the kickoff session, "The Role of
(Mis)nforming the Public, on Thursday, June 20.

CENTER FOR INQUIRY

PO Box 703 Amherst, New York 14226-G703 USA
Phdne: 716-636-1425 » Fax: 716-636-1733

I
(tR g

~arrangements. Forget whatever was said in taat Iea
CSICOP will, of course, pay for all of youriravel as

We would also be absolutély thritted if you could atténd the ealire

conference.

r was said in‘that ketter, We

“Gofed.

1 ekpenses

We could book your airline Hights, or afym“a’d pféf%ﬁri}*ﬂﬁi;ﬁ&a-sﬁ.‘ié‘ili' our

travel agent, Judy Pensack, Creative
fax at (407) 830 5530 and book your

Destitiations 4t (407) 332-4499 or
Rightsdirectly. Twould like to

hear from you soon regarding your plans, arrival dates, departure, ¢io.

Sincereiy,_ _

B — ]
Barry Karr
Exécutive Director




CSICOP

THE COMMITTEE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION

OF CLAIMS OF THE PARANORMAL

Paul Kurtz, Chairman

Kendrick Frazier, Editor, The Skeptical Inquirer
Barry Karr, Executive Director

Lee Nisbet, Special Projects Director

FELLOWS

James E. Alcock {psychologist, York Univ., Torento)

Jerry Andrus (magician, Albany, Ors.)

Robart A. Baker (professor emeritus of psychology,
Univ. of Kentucky)

Stephen Barrett, M.D. (psychiatrist, author,
Allentown, Pa) .

Barry Beyerstein (professer of psychology, Simon
Frager Univ., Vancouver, B.C.)

Irving Biederman (psychologist, USC)

Susan Blackmore (psychoelogist, Univ. of the West of
England, Bristol, UK)

Henri Broch {physicist, Univ. of Nice, France)

Jan Harold Brunvand (felkiorist, prot. of English,
Univ. of Utah)

vern Bullough (Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
State Univ. of New York)

Maric Bunge (prof. of philesophy, MeGill Univ)

John R. Cole {anthropologist, inst. for the Sludy of
Human lssues)

£ H. G. Crick (blophysicist, Salk inst. for Biclegical
Studies) -

Richard Dawkins (zoologist, Oxford Univ)

L. Sprague de Camp (science writer, engineer)

Cornelis de Jager {astrophysicist, Univ. of Utrecht,
Netherlands}

Bernard Dixon (science writer, U K))

Paul Edwards (Ediior, Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

Antony Flaw (prot. of philosophy, Reading U., UK

Andrew Fraknoi {astronomer, Foothill College, Calif)

Kendrick Frazier {science writer, Albuquerque, N.M)

Yves Galfret (Exec. Secy., '| Unicn Rationaliste)

Martin Gardner {author, criic}

Murray Gell-Mann (physicist, Sante Fe Institute)

Themas Gilovich (psycholagist, Cornell Univ.}

Henry Gordon (magician, author, Toronta)

Stephen Jay Gould {zaclogist, Harvard)

C. E. M Hansel {psychalegist, Univ. of Wales)

Al Hibbs (scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratery)

Couglas R. Hofstadter {professor of cognitive science,
indiana Univ)

Gerald Helton (Mallinckrodt Professer of Physics,
Harvard) .

Ray Hyman (prof. of psychology, Univ. of Oregan)

Leon Jaroff (Sciences Editor, Time)

Sergei Kapitza (editor, Russian ed., Scientific
Americar)

Philip J. Klass {science wiiter, engincer)

Marvin Kohi (prof, of philosophy, SUNY at Fredonia)

Edwin C. Krupp {astronomer; director, Griffith
Observatory)

Paul Kurtz (professor emeritus of philesophy,
SUNY at Buffalo)

Lawrence Kusche (science writer)

Elizabeth Loftus (professor of psychalogy, Univ. of
Washington)

Pau! MacCready (scientist, engineer, AeroVironment,
Inc.)

David Marks (psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky {professar of Media Arts and
Science, M.LT)

David Morrison (space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center)

Richard A. Muller {professor of physics, Univ. of
California, Berkeley)

H, Narasimhaiah (physicist, President, Bangalere
Science Forum)

Darotiy Nalkin (soeciologist, New York Univ)

Joa Nickell {auther, Univ. of Kentucky)

Lee Nisbet {prof. of philesaphy, Medaille College)

James Oberg (science writer)

Loren Pankratz {psychologist, Oregon Health
Sciences Univ)

John Paulas {mathematician, Temple Univ)

Mark Plummer {lawyer, Australia)

W. V. Quing {prof. of philosaphy, Harvard Univ)

Milton Rosenberg {psychologist, Univ. of Chicago)

Carl Sagan {prof. of astronomy, Cornell}

Wallace Sampson, M.D. (clinical prof. of medicine,
Stanfard Univ)

Evry Schatzman (President, French Physics
Association} : .

Eugenie Scott {anthropologist, Exec. Dir., NCSE)

Glenn Seaborg (University Professer of Chemistry,
U.C., Berkelay)

Thomas A. Sebeak {anthropalogist and lingulst,
Indiana Uniwv)

Robert Sheaffer (science writar)

Dick Smith {ilm producer, publisher, Australia)

Raobert Steiner {magician, author)

Jill Tarter (SETY Institute) o

Caral Tavris (psychologist and auther, Los Angeles,
Calif)

Stephen Touimin {philesopher, Univ. of Southern
Calif)

Steven Weinbarg, physicist, Univ. of Texas, Austin

Marvin Zalen {statistician, Harvard Univ)

Lin Zixin {former sditor of China's Scierce and
Technology Daily)

SKEPTICAL INQUIRER

Daris Hawiey Doyle, Managing Editor
Mary Rose Hays, Business Manager
Richard Seymour, Chief Data Officer

P.O. Box 703, Amherst, New York 14226-0703 USA + 716-636-1425
Fax 716-636-1733

March §, 1996

Prof. George Gerbner 5 . ' .
234 Golf View Road
Ardmore, Pa. 1900_3 _

Dear Prof. Gerbner:

We are grateful for your participation in the forthcoming World Skeptics -
Congress, June 20-23, 1996, at the State University of New York at Buffalo,
Ambherst Campus. '

Tn order to insure that segments end on schedule and that" there is sufficient
time for questions, we are asking participants to strictly limit the length of
their talks. In your segment, we ask that talks be kept within 15 minutes.

Prof. Kurtz also asks that lecturers submit a longer version of their talk for - o
possible publication in Skeptical Inquirer and/or a volume of conference B
proceedings. These papers arc requested in advance, for possible distribution

to the press, no later than June 1.

Thank you. We look forward to seeing you at the World Congress.

Senior Research Fellow




CSICOP

THE COMMITTEE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION P.0Q. Box 703, Amherst, New York 14226-0703 USA » 716-636-1425

OF CLAIMS OF THE PARANORMAL

Faul Kurtz, Chairman

Kendrick Frazier, Editor, The Skaptical Inquirer
Barry Karr, Executive Directar

Les Nisbet, Spacial Projects Director

FELLOWS

Jamss E. Alcock {psychologist, York Univ,, Toronta)

Jerry Andrus (magician, Albany, Qre.)

Fcbart A. Baker {professor emeritus of psychology,
Univ. of Kentucky)

Stephan Barrett, M.D. {psychiatrist, author,
Abentown, Pa)

Barry Beyerstein {professor of psychelogy, Simon
Fraser Univ., Vancouver, B.C)

lrving Biederman (psychelagist, USC)

Susan Blackmora (psychologist, Univ. of the West of
England, Bristol, ULK.)

Henri Broch {physicist, Univ. of Nice, France)

Jan Harold Brunvand {folklorist, prof. of English,
Univ. of Utah)

Wern Bullough {Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
State Univ. of New York}

Maric Bunge {prof. of philosophy, McGill Univ.)

John R. Cola {anthropologist, Inst, for the Study ot
Human Issuss)

F.H. €. Crick (biophysicist, Salk Inst. for Biological
Studies)

Richard Dawkins {zoologist, Oxlord Univ)

L. Sprague de Camp (science writer, engineer)

Cornelis de Jager (astrophysicist, Univ. of Utrecht,
Netherlands)

Barnard Dixon (sclence writer, U. K}

Paul Edwards (Editer, Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

Antany Flew (praf. of philosophy, Reading U, UK)

Andrew Fraknoi (astronomer, Focthil College, Calif.)

Kendrick Frazier (science writer, Albuquerque, N.M.}

Yves Galifret (Exec. Secy., | Union Rationaliste)

Martin Gardner (author, critic)

Murray Gell-Mann (physicist, Sante Fe Institute)

Thomas Gilovich (psychologist, Carnell Univ.}

Henry Gordon {magician, author, Toronto)

Stephen Jay Gould (zootogist, Harvard)

G. E. M Hanse! (psychaotogist, Univ. of Wales)

Al Hibbs (scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory)

Douglas R. Hofstadter (professor of cogritive science,
Indiana Univ.)

Gerald Hofton (Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics,
Harvard) .

Fiay Hyman {prof. of psychology, Univ. of Cregen}

Leon Jaroff {Sciences Editor, Time)

Sergei Kapitza (editor, Russian ed., Scientific
Armerican)

Philip J. Klass (sclence writer, enginaer)

Marvin Kohl (prof. of philosophy, SUNY at Fredonia}

Edwin C. Krupp {astrancmer; director, Griffith
Obsarvatory}

Paui Kurtz {professor emeritus of philosaphy,
SUNY at Buffalo)

Lawrence Kusche {sclence writer}

Elizabeth Loftus (professor of psyciwlogy, Univ. of
Washington)

Paul MacCready (scientisl, engineer, AeroVirenment,
Inc.)

David Marks (psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky (professer of Media Arts and
Sclence, M.LT)

David Morrisen {space scientist, NASA Amas
Research Center}

Richard A. Muller (professar of physics, Univ. of
Calfornia, Berkeley)

H. Narasimhaiah (physicist, President, Bangalore
Science Forum)

Darothy Nelkin {saciolagist, New York Univ)

Joe Nickell (guthor, Univ. of Kentucky)

Lee Nisbet {prof. of philosophy, Medailie Gollage)

James Oberg (science writer}

Loren Pankratz {psycholagist, Oregon Health
Selences Univ)

John Paulos {mathematician, Temple Univ)

Mark Plummer (lawyer, Austrafia)

W,V Quine {prof. of philosophy, Harvard Univ)

Milton Rosenbarg (psychologist, Univ. of Chicage)

Cart Sagan {prof. of astrenomy, Cornell)

Wallace Sampsen, M.D. {clinical prof. of medicine,
Stanford Univ)

Evry Schatzman (President, French Physics
Association}

Eugenie Scott (anthropologist, Exec. Dir., NCSE)

Glenn Seaborg (University Professor of Chemistry,
U.C., Berkeley)

Thomas A. Sebeok (anthrapologist and linguist,
Indiana Univ.)

Robsrt Sheaffer (science writer)

Dick Smith (film producer, publisher, Australia)

Robert Steiner (magician, author)

Jill Tarter (SETI Institute}

Caro! Tavris {psychologist and author, Los Angeles,
Calif)

Stephen Toulmin (philosopher, Univ. of Southern
callf.)

Steven Weinberg, physicist, Univ. of Texas, Austin

Marvin Zelen (statistician, Harvard Univ)

Lin Zixin (former editor of China's Science and
Technology Daily)
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Doris Hawley Doyle, Managing Editer
Mary Rose Hays, Business Manager
Richard Seymour, Chief Data Officer

Fax 716-636-1733

March 29, 1996

George Gerbner _ -
234 Golf View Rd.
Ardmore, PA 19003

Dear Dr. Gerbner, .

will be arriving at the Buffalo airport 4t 1
departing at 6:55pm. We will arrange %o favé
take yourback to the atrport. '

Sincerely,

Barry Karr
Executive Director
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Indiana Univ.}

Gerald Holton (Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics,
Harvard) .

Ray Hyman {pref. of psychology, Univ. of Qregon)

Leon Jaroff {Sciences Editor, Time)

Sergei Kapitza (editor. Russian ed., Scientific
American)

Fhifip J. Klass {science writer. engineat}

Marvin Kohl (prof. of philosophy, SUNY at Fradonia)

Edwin C. Krupp (asironome:; director, Griffith
Observatery)

Payl Kurtz (professor emeritus of philosophy,
SUNY at Buffalo}

Lawrence Kusche (science writer) - ’

Elizabsth 1oftus (professor of psycholoegy, Untv. of
Washingten)

Paul MacCready (scientisl, engineer, AeroVironmant,
Ing} .

David Marks (psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic}

Marvin Minsky (professor of Media Arts and
Science, M.1T)

David Morrisan {space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center)

Richard A. Muller {professer of physics, Univ. of
Catifornia, Berkeley} .

H. Narasimhaiah {physicist, President, Bangalare
Science Forum)

Dorolhy Nelkin {sociologist, New York Univ)

Joe Nicketl {author, Univ. of Kentucky)

Lee Nisbet (prof. of philesuphy, Medaille Coliege)

James Oberg {science writar) -

Loren Pankratz (psychologist, Oregon Health
Sciences Univ)

Johp Paulos (mathematician, Temple Univ)

Matk Plummer (lawyer, Australia) | -

W\, Quine fprof. of philesaphy, Harvard Univ)

Milton Rosanberg {psychologist, Univ. of Chicaga}
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Wallace Sampson, M.D. (clinical prof. of medicine,
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Assaciation)
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Glenn Seabarg {University Professor of Ghemistry,
U.C., Berkeley)
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Indiana Univ)

Roberl Shealfer (scienca writer)

Dick Smith (Hlm producer, publisher. Austratia)

Robert Steiner {magictan, author)

Jill Tarter {SET Institute)

Carol Tavris {psychologist ang avthor, Los Angeles,
Calit.)
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Duoris Hawley Doyle, Managing Editor
Mary Rose Hays. Business Manager
Richard Seymour, Chief Data Officer

P.O. Box 703, Amherst, New York 14226-0703 USA - 716-636-1425
" Fax 716-636-1733

May 16, 1996

Dear Registrant:

_ We are pleased that you will be attending the 1'996 CSICOP Congress

- "Science in the Age of (Mis)Information.” -

Enclosed you willfind tickets for the event(s) for which you have been
registered. Make sure that the tickets are correct. If this is not the case, feel free
to call us at (716) 636-1_425 SO we c:a'n promptly correct it. ' :

Please hold on to the tickets. This is especially important in the case of
the General Registration ticket, as you will be required to show it atthe
beginning of each conference session. ' Co

if you registered for the Niagara Falls tour, and since we will be crossing
the border inte Canada, please remember that it is your responsibility to bring a
valid passport or travel documents at the time of border crossing. For U.S.
citizens, proof of citizenship can be a birth certificate, voters registration card, or

" a passport. Non-U.S. citizens should bring with them proper identification and a
multiple-entry visa. SR EUEEE : _

"~ The conference desk will be located in Slee Hall, at the uni\'/er_s'ity.('the .
bus will drop you off right in front of the building). Members of our staff will be

" there from Thursday morning, June 20th, to provid_e you with any further-.
.information. ' R : o ' _ -

In addition to the tickets, you will also find enclosed a sheet with

- directions to the various hotels in the area, as well as a map of the State -
- University of New York at Buffalo and the Center for inquiry. The cor_:ference
~ program, a bus schedule, anda re_staur_ant guide are also in_clud_ed.; _

We hop_é you enjoy the conference.

Sincerely,

Etienne R
Registration Manager
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Univ.,, Toronto}
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Univ. of Kentucky)
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susan Blackmore {psychologist, Univ. of the West of

England, Bristol, U.K.)

Henri Brach {physicist, Univ. of Nice, France}

an Harold Brurwand {folklorist, prof. of English,
Univ. of Utah)

vern Bullough {Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
State Univ. of New York)

Mario Bunge {prof. of philosaphy, McGill Univ.)

John R. Cole {(anthropologist, Iast. for the Study of
Human Issues)

F. H. C. Crick (biophysicist, Salk Institute for
Biological Studies)

Richard Dawkins {zoologist, Oxford Univ)

L. Sprague de Camp (science writer, engineer)

Comelis de Jager (astrophysicist. Univ. of Utracht,
Netherlands)

Bernard Dixon fscience writer, U. K.}

Paul Edwards (Editor, Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

Anteny Flew (prof. of philosophy, Reading U., UK}

Andrew Fraknoi {astronomer, Foothill College, Los
Altes Hills, Calif)

Kendrick Frazier (science writer, Albuguergue,
N.M

Yves Galifret (Exec. Secy.’| Union Rationaliste)

Martin Gardner (author, critic)

Murray Geli-Mann (professor of physics, Caitech)

Themas Gilovich (psychologist, Cornell Univ.)

Henry Gordon {magician, author, broadcaster,
Toronto)

Stephen Jay Gould (Museurn of Comparative

. Zeology, Harvard)

C. E. M Hansel (psychologist, Univ. of Wales)

Al Hibbs (scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory)

Douglas R. Hofstadter (professor of cognitive sci-
ence, Indiana Univ.}

Gerald Holton (Mallinckrodt Professar of Physics,
Harvard)

Ray Hyman (prof. of psychology, Univ. of Oregen)

Leon laroff (Sciences Editor, Time)

Sergei Kapitza (editor, Russian ed., Sciantific
Armerican}

Philip J. Klass (science writer, engineer)

Marvin Kohi {prof. of philosophy, SUNY at
Fradonia)

Edwin C. Krupp {astrenomer; director, Griffith
Observatory)

Paul Kuriz (professor emeritus of philesophy, SUNY
at Buffalc)

Lawrance Kusche {science writer}

Eifzabeth Loftus {professor of psychology, Univ. of
Washington)

Paul MacCready (scientist, engineer,
AeroVironment, Inc.

David Marks {ps cholognst Middiesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky (professor of Media Arts and
Sciences, M.L.T.)

David Morrison (space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center)

Richard A Muller {professor of physics, Univ. of
California, Berkeley}

H. Narasimhaiah (physicist, President, Bangalore
Science Forum)

Dorothy Nelkin (sociologist, New York Univ.)

Joe Nickelt (author, Univ. of Kentuck:

Lee Nisbet (prof. of philosophy, Meo;glile College)

James Oberg (science writer)

Loren Pankratz {psychologist, Oregon Health
Sciences Univ.]

John Paulos {mathematician, Tempie Univ)

Mark Plummer (fawyer, Australia)

W. V. Quine {prof. of philosophy, Harvard Univ.)

Milton Resenberg (psychologist, Univ. of Chicago)

Carl Sagan (prof. of astronamy, Cornell)

Wallace Sampson, M.D. {clinical prof. of medicine,
Stanford Univ)

Evry Schatzman (President, French Physics
Association)

Eugenie Scott {anthropologist, Exec. Dir,, NCSE)

Glenn Seaborg (University Professor of Chemxstry,
U.C., Berkeley}

Thomas A. Sebeok {anthropologist and linguist,
Indiana Univ)

- Robert Sheaffer {science writer)

Elie A. Shneour (biochemist; director, Biosystems
Research Institue, La Jolla, Calif}

Dick Smith {film producer, publisher, Australia)

Robert Steiner (magician, author)

1ill Tarter { SET! Institute, Cornell)

CaroIcT?\;rls {psychologist and author, Los Angeles,”

Stephen Toulmin {philosopher, Univ. of Southern
Calit.}

Steven Wemberg {professor of physics and astronomy,
Univ. of Texas at Austin)

Marvin Zelen (statistician, Harvard Univ.}

Lin Zixin {former editor of China's Sefence and
Technology Daily}
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PO Box 703 Amherst, New York 14226-0703 USA
Phone: 716-636-1425 * Fax: 716-636-1733

May 28, 1996

George Gersner
234 Golf View Road
Ardmore, PA 19203

Dear Mr. Gersner:

The Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the ‘Paranormal ¥ i -
process of establishing a new body. We will call it the Council for Media Integrity on Seignce
and the Paranormal. We hope you will agree to serve on the National Advisory Board.

e

. “We plan to announce the Council’s formation at the beginning. cf our Warid Skeptlcs.
Congress, June 20-23. The theme of the Congress will be “Seience in the: Age of
(Mis)Information.” The irresponsibility of the media in this area isa wcﬂdmdz prcbiem But it
especially applies to the United States, where the thedia have béen d;smmng_ science, ar!{i m
particular presentmg pseudosmence as genmne scxence Imieed we a1 ‘épp&ﬁéd by the number'
""" : tmg ﬁwge sc:e:ice as. real

@cinc perWers creammsm
Noah’s Ark, angels, alien abdumans efc. This :s in additz 1o the popular “Unstlved
Miysteries,” “X-Files,” and new aarograms such as “S1g'mmgs," “‘Pamnorma} Borderlands,” and
“Poltergeist.”

Most of the major produners conwlt CSICO? aﬂd they ; {,mn s cowszanﬂy te
supply guests. They usqally devote ohe Or two minutes. 16 “i:he dtsgentmg scientific ‘point of
view, however, knowisg they have distorted the true facts. Mitiers are even worse when one
exatmines the talk shows—which are blatant in ‘mistepresentation. There: are gesemlly five or
six believers to one skeptic, who s often cons:dered to be the evil’ naysayﬁr FEven reputable
hosts pander to the galleries’ knowingly &0 gt ratings. We vealize that the interest of producers
is in entertainment, not information, but we think that they have some x‘egpomblhty not to
provide misinformation.

If the United States isto contmue o prov;de ieadersinp, thm we need to raise the level of
smentaﬁc literacy and understandmg of the generi["ﬁ”ﬁﬁhc Alas; {his seems to be declining.
“Nova” and “National Geographic” are virtuaily the only SCIGNCE PrOgrams M ey
generaﬂy do ot Tun on commercial TV,

We are not, of course; asking thax TV producers fiok fun these shews of :nake a profit, We
surely do not wish to censor the medm We only ask that they previde ‘$vine balance and
provide some appreciation of the soientific approach. With this in mind, we hiave founded the
directors, writers, and the general public to leave room for the public apprecsatxon of scientific
methods of inguiry.




I realize that the media are being attacked from all sides (often fairly, sometimes unfairly), but we think that a
plea for raising the level of appreciation of science should be heard—particularly since the media have now virtually
replaced the schools, colleges, and universities as the main source of information for the general public.

I hope you will join us in this important endeavor. If so, we would be grateful if you would filt out and return the
enciosed form of acceptance.

With. best personal wishes,
Sincerely,

CRL (o

Pail Kuftz
Chaitman



Council for Media Integrity on Science and the Paranormal

1 am pleased to accept appointment to the National Advisory Board

Yes

No

Comments:

Name (please print)

Signature

Date
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England, Bristol, UK)

Henri Broch {physicist, Univ. of Nice, Francs}

Jan Harotd Brurwand (folkiorlst, prot. of English,
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Netherlands)
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Stephen Jay Gould (zoolegist, Harvard)

C. E. M Hansel {psychologist, Univ. of Wales)

Al Hibbs (scientist, Jet Prepulsion Laboratory}
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Indiana Univ}

Gerald Holton (Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics,
Harvard) .

Ray Hyman (prof. of psychology, Univ. of Oragen)

L eon Jaroff (Sciences Editor, Time}

Sergei Kapitza {editor, Russian ed., Scientific
American)

Phiip J. Klass (science writer, anginaer)

Marvin Kohl (prof. ¢f philosophy, SUNY at Fredonia)

Edwin C. Krupp (astranomer; director, Griffith
Observatory)

Paul Kurtz (professor emeritus of philosophy,
SUNY at Buffalo)

Lawrence Kusche (science writer)

Elizabeth Loftus {professer of psychology, Univ. of
Washington)

Paul MacCready (scientist, engineer, AeroVirenment, -

Inc.)

David Marks {psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky (professor of Media Arts and
Seience, M.i.T)

David Morrison (space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center)

Richard A. Muller {professor of physics, Univ. ot
Califernia, Berkeley)

H. Narasimhaiah (physicist, President, Bangalore
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Dorothy Nelkin (sociclegist, New York Univ)

Joe Nickell (author, Univ, of Kentuciy)
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James Oberg (science writer)

Loren Pankratz (psycnolagist, Oregon Health
Scisnces Univ)

John Paulos (mathematician, Templs Univ)

Mark Plummer (fawyer, Australia)

W. V. Quine (prot. of philosophy, Harvard Univ)

Milton Rosenberg {psychoiogist, Univ. of Chicaga)

Carl Sagan (prof. of asirenomy, Cornell)

Wallace Sampson, M.D. (clinical prof. of medicine,
Stantord Univ)

Evry Schatzman {President, French Physics
Assaciation}
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Gienn Seaborg (University Prefesser of Chemistry,
U.C., Berkeley)
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Doris Hawley Doyle, Managing Editor
Mary Rose Hays, Susiness Manager
Richard Seymour, Chief Data Officer

Fax 716-636-1733

b I‘M ‘ June 7, 1995

George Gerbner
234 Golf View Road
Ardmore PA 15203

Dear George,

Glad that you can join our National Advisory Board for the ‘mouﬁml for Medin
Science.” I am glad to learn about the Cultural Environment Mov ehetit ﬁﬁé o it
organizations I head also affiliate?

Looking forward to secing vou again.

Cordiall,

Pauil Kurtz
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Paul Kurtz, Chairman

Kendrick Frazier, Editor, The Skeptical inquirer
Barry Karr, Executive Director
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FELLOWS

James E. Alcock {professor of psychology, Yark
Univ, Teronto)

Jerry Andrus (magician and inventor, Albany,
Qregon}

Rebert A. Baker {professor emeritus of psychology,
Univ. of Kentucky)

Stephen Barrett, M.D. (psychiatrist, author,
Allentown, Pa.) .
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Fraser Univ., Vancouver, B.

trving Biederman (professor of psy(hology. Uniy, of
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Susan Blackmore (psychologist, Univ. of the West of
England, Bristol, U.K)

Henri Brach (physicist, Univ. of Nice, France}

Jan Harold Brunvand (folklorist, prof. of English,
Univ. of Utah}

Vern Bullough (Distinguished Professor Emeritus,
State Univ. of New York)

Mario Bunge {prof. of philosophy, McGill Univ.)

John R. Cole {anthropolegist, Inst. for the Study of
Hurran lssues)

F. H, €. Crick (biophysicist, Salk Institute for
BiologTcal Studies)

Richard Dawkins (zoologist, Oxford Univ)

L. Sprague de Camp {science writer, engineer}

Carnelis de Jager (astrophysicist. Univ. of Utrecht,
Netherlands)

Bernard Dixon {science writer, U. K.)
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Antony Flew (prof. of philosophy, Reading U., U.K.)
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Kendrick Frazier (science writer, Albuquergue,
N.M

Yves Galifret (Exec. Secy.,’l Union Rationaliste}

Martin Gardner {author, critic)

Murray Gell-Mann {professor of physics, Caltech)

Thomas Gifovich {psycholegist, Cornell Univ.)

Henry Gorden (magician, suthor, broadcaster,
Toronta)

Stephen Jay Gould {Museum of Comparative
Zoology, Harvard)

C. E. M Hansel {psychologist, Univ. of Wales}

Al Hibbs {scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory}

Douglas B.-Hofstadter {professor of cognitive sci-
ence, Indiana Univ.)

Gerald Holton (Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics,
Harvard)

Ray Hyman (prof. of psychalogy, Univ. of Cregon)

Leon laroff (Sciences Editor, Time)

Sergei Kapitza (editor, Russian ed., Scientific
American)

Philip J. Klass (science writer, ngineer}

Marvin Kohl {prof. of phlloscphy. SUNY at
Fredonia)

Edwin C. Krupp (astronomer; director, Griffith
Dbservatcl;y

Paul Kurtz (pr ‘essor emeritus of philosophy, SUNY
at Buffalo)

Lawrence Kusche (science writer}

Elizabeth Loftus (professor of psychology, Univ. of
Washington)

Paul MacCready (scientist, engineer,
AeroVironment, Inc.

David Marks (psychologist, Middlesex Polytechnic)

Marvin Minsky (professor of Media Arts and
Sciences, M..T.)

David Morrison (space scientist, NASA Ames
Research Center)

Richard A. Muller (Erofessor of physics, Univ. of
California, Berl

H. Narasimhaiah (physmst President, Bangalore
Science Forum)

Dorothi Nelkin (sociologist, New York Univ)

Joe Nickell (author, Univ. of Kentucky)

Lea Nisbet (prof. of philosephy, Medaille College)

Jarnes Cherg (science writer)

Loren Pankratz (psychologist, Oregon Health
Sciences Univ)

John Paulos (mathematician, Temple Univ.)

Mark Plummer (lawyer, Australia}

W. V. Quine (Erof of philosophy, Harvard Univ.}

Milton Rosenberg (psychologist, Univ. of Chicago)

Carl 5agan {prof."of astronomy, Cornell}

Wallace sampson, M.D. (clinical prof. of medicine,
Stanford Uniwv.)

Evry Schatzman (President, French Physics
Assaciation)

Eugenie Scott (anthropologist, Exec. Dir, NCSE}

Gienn 5eaborg (University Frofessor of Chermstfy,
U.C., Berkeley)

Themas A. Sebeok {anthropoelogist and linguist,
Indiana Univ.)

Robert Sheaffer {science writer)

Elie A. Shneour (bicchemist; director, Biosystems
Research Institue, La Jolla, Calif)

Dick Smith {film producer, publisher, Australia)

Robert Stelner {(magician, author}

Jill Tarter { SET! Institute, Corneli}

Carol T.‘a\;cr)ls (psychologlst and auther, Los Angeles,
Cali

Stephenf‘l;oulmln {philcsopher, Univ. of Southern
Cali

Steven Weinberg (professor of physics and astroncmy,
Univ. of Texas at Austin)

Marvin Zelen (statistician, Harvard Univ)

Lin Zixin {former editor of China's S¢ience and
Technology Daily)
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Mary Rose Hays, Business Manager
James Kimberly, Development Officer
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PO Box 703 Amherst, New York 14226-0703 USA
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July 24, 1996

George Gerbner

234 Golf View Rd.

Ardmore, PA 19003

Dear Dr. Gerbner,

Thank you for your note. [have forwarde& it on w m;r exitmr Ken Frazier,
for his consideration. We will be transcribing some of the papers, but 1
don't know which ones he has decided upon.

Thope 1o be able 1o let you know more soon.

Sincerely,

Barry Karr

Executive Director




