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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

. Declamtmn of Prmc:ples I
Visiou of Commumcat:ons for Soclal Change :

We recogmze that thc: practxce and systcms of commumcahuns have the powcr to T
. transform lives, and to influence the behavior of organizations, institutions, cumxmmmes
- and nations.” We also believe that for too long - ‘processes and systems of -
. communications have becn conccmxated within the power of too few in ind glwm
- ‘countries who attempt to usc such power to homogenize cultures and ideologies. T
‘Recognizing this. and that ; commmumication systems. and processes are not casily acnesmble RUUE TR
+*. toall the world's people, we the following joined togcther to Ppropose a visionof - R
: commumcanons for the ?.lst centuty that ammaics our oollectxvc ccnmunem to posxlwc R

L socwl change ‘

, K .Th:s vxsaon is shaped by the followmg pnnc;pfes

- I. Every voice has the nght to be hieard and should havc (i means to be Hoard -
R S Communications systcms and tcchnology must thcrcfore be aﬁ‘ordsblc and

accessible to all.

- III . To.work best, the proc:css of commumcanon must allow a ﬁfee ﬁow from many to R

maity, rather than from one to many,

"IV, Communities must play an csseatial role in findisg their own “mm“,““’"“"“s »

solutions and developmg the:r own commumlcatmns stratches

| " . ’We behcvc that unmednatcd com:mmlcahon pmcesses in Whlch all of us may -‘ o
- "communicate freely, dircetly and horizontally with one another, will cadow gach of us
. with'a greater sensc of our own possibilities, enrich our culturcs through direct contact

with other cultures, create & conversation without limits in which each voice may be

. . heard equally, and from which may evolvc mﬂ:ghtened somenes that valuc to!emnce self o
e debemunatmn, and acuvc partxc:patzon

- Wc believe in the g power of strong vmd and pcrsonal images to lransform conscmusncss ‘

R - And 'we belicve that the images and storics that define and shape a gronp, a community ¢ or
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R a people are primarily theirs alone to make. For we believe that the cultures of the: word - o
nced not be subsumed' by those culnm:s of mdusmahzed nauons whmh dormnate comrol o
-of channcls of comxmmcanon T ,

- We beﬁcvc that 1deas thh the powcr to enhance ‘our ltm are arising from voicestoo | -
- long excluded from the larger humag discourse. These arc too often the voices of peoplc I LA
- from the edges of the world, from the margins of socicty. They may own neither prosses. . -+«
. wor broadeasting towers, bt they do have the capability of taking tcsponmbzlxty for thczr
- futures. We've seen how many previcusly marginalized people, given the oppomnmy,
~can.create solutxuns for complex world problems, and may, in facl, well possess thc
'-cnergy and wsxcm that wﬂl hclp ensm the future for all of us. o

3 | We bci:cve that commumcauon is cssennal for slrc:zgﬂmmng cultural 1denmy and human PR
- vilues, cncouraging further world dcvelopment, allowing people in comumuniitics O
.- throughout the world to panm:patc in their own gmremance o orgamze and to shape our '
--fututcworld S i _ T
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.3' ‘Moved to action by these prmclples we have agrced to work together towani free and

" “open access of all peopls to the methods, means and tools of communication, to reach Ollt'

. to‘communities around the world for their ideas and their strength, and to embrace’ and

E 'pmmote new understandmg and new knowledge from wherevm' it mxght arise.

;ﬂavingu;ﬁeled fro_mﬁl'z ccmmiésin'lateApﬁl o'f19§-7 mans»gng i;sa‘cuagio;naiwej_-;:

AaanAma, New York,NY

- Marlere Amold, Millersville, PA

. Michael Backes, Los Augeles, CA

-Ogaz: Baburoglu, Istanbul‘ Turkcy -

- John Perry Barlow, Pinedale, WY
* - James Deane, London, England -
' Géorge Gerbner, Philadelphia, PA -

‘Sushmita Ghosh, Calcutta, India .
 Julie Gipwola, Kampala, Uganda

" 'Denise Gray-Felder, New York, NY *

V'Muhammad Yunus Dhaka, Bangiadesh
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" Alfonso Gumucio, Port-au-Prince, Halu

o *Myoting Joon Kiin, Seoul; Korea

" Jim Lowenthal, Rabat- -Agdal, Moroceo -
. Susan Mach, Keamny, New Jersey '

" Matthiew Moonieya, East London, Soﬁth Aﬁlca

. Jenny Richards, London, England
Marcia Sharp, Washmgton, DC.-
- *Nadya Seryakova, Moscow, Russ:a

.. Julic Su, Los Angelés, CA .

Adelnida Truyjillo, Bogota, Colﬁmbm
Galina Venediktova, Arlinglon, VA

 Bdited 9 June 1997

T Lfas ﬁrst drafbed 24 Apnl 1997 in Bcllagm Italy

* Translation by Hye-Jung Park and Edward Kuloshov
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9 Juue 1997

_ ,Dear Bellagm Pnends

. Tve heard ﬁmm several of "you, very passmnabe about our declaratlou T ve trwd to make -
. as many changes as'possible without stepping on too many toes, But as with most lhmgs

i inlife, it isn't perfect ¥ take comfort i t_n the I'act that I'm not psrfect either, and I‘ve long

Denise A. Gray-Felder . |
Du'ccr.ur for Cémmun'icazi;_w_m_ R

smce stopped wonymg about that. -

L “Thcrefore, Im sendmg the declaranon to you i its near ﬁnal form Please take one last
3 Iookandscndmccormnmts T o , . _ o

"WeneedsomeadwceﬁomtheBmadenmgtheDlscussmnsubconnnmeeastothetypcs .‘ R
. ofgroxq)swcshmﬂdbeshanngﬂusdocumcntwrth andaboutwhmhofyouwﬂlbe S

scudmgltout

‘.For my part I can sand this to the foundauon commumty and tomy commumcanons D
- countterparts at the World Bank, and UN agencies based New York. If them are others N

B e that you thmk should recetve 11, plcasc lcs me k;now ';

;zofi&h;i\irct_auc; s o
TNew Ym:k, New York
Km_mﬂgz;n'z

Tclcphom: 212-8_12-8455

Unless we hear fmm yOu by Junc 16, we wﬂ] be usmg the docmnent asis, thh all ths
names hstocl You nccd iolctme know 1f you caxmot of do not want your name used

: .Aslm travclhng t}us wcek lell notbemmhngﬂnsmthe ot.'her groups lmtli theweel».cf
- Junc 16 . ; o ,

. 1Hopeall :swellthhcachofyou S

Demse Graﬂi-Féider S : =
- dgray-felder@rockfound.org - R

o 'fax {212) 852-8441

_Facsirile: 11‘85.—844: A A

Facsumle 212, 395,1858

Te{ea;. zz_,4861 nuuufm. (nca\) )

Cable: xockrourD NEW YORK

‘ "‘chon thavc consensus: on“&lethertomcludethcwords “mdustna]xzcdoountnes”m S
' ;.lhcsccondsentence Please“vmgh mthyouropuuon S
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.. . -420Fifth Avenue - -
' New York New York 10018—2?02

- Fax No.'s (212! 754 3458 & 398-1858 Te!aphune §212] 869-8500 Teiex 224BGZROCKFEHRCA)'
- Yy you have noi recerved ai! af this transmission o hm'e enc'aunlered i jf cuitzea wr!h i piea.se contact the sender o

i"I)aﬂb.’I‘E' June I0, 1997 S
E TO FAX NUMBER. (215) 387-1560
CITY AND COUNTRY Ardmore PA USA

> .'NUMBEROFPAGES mtludmgcoversheet | 3.
TO. Georgc Gerbner L

_' FROM . Denise Gray Fcldcr '
TELEPHONE N UMBER (212) 85 2-8450

- 'SUBJECT Deciaratlon of Pnnclplcs



