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S s a children's rights advocate, a parent

and a long-time opponent of censor-

‘ ship, 'm fed up with the knee-jerk -
. reaction of many of my friends to the work of _

Tipper Gore and her Parents Music Resource
Center. : SN

These otherwise sensible people decry Mrs.”
‘Gore as the Carry Nation of the airwaves, -
wielding the ax of censorship against free. -

-dom of artistic expression, They see her.

“Otherwise 'séﬁéiblé. people
decry Mrs. Gore as the.
 Carry Nation of the'

,arrwauves, but ;.S,he‘ §: bee -a ents work outside the home. - ff
‘With j_(f),b'beneﬁ,téjéu't as com- -~

champion for children.

work.as jﬁ'sf.éﬁothér‘ . éxa‘mpfei of findamen-

talist, authoritarian and intolerant. politics

emanating. from the old Bible Beit. This:. 4
completely misses Gore's point, and-does a -

disservice to her attempt to refocus the ¢ouri.

iry on children’s and family rights, priorities
abandoned during the last 12 years.

--Some 40 years ago; the Universal Declara- -
tion of Human Rights proclainied that child- -
;hood is-entitled to special care ‘and- assist.
‘ance. Thirty. years ago, the- United- Nations ..

- Declaration on the Rights of the Child recog-

nized that “the child, by reason of his physi: -

cal and mental immaturity, needs Special
: safeguards’and care.” . .0 .

| - And the United Nations Convention of the
_'Rights’of the Child, the ‘most recent global
. agreement, states that “the family; as the : . o
" natural environment for the growth and -

. -well-being of all its.members and’ particy-

. larly children, should be afforded . . ~protec: .

- tion and assistance.” . -

Most Western countries have' given more

. than lip service to- these ‘ideas -and ‘have
actively developed ways in” which ‘goveri-

* ment could protect the'ability-of families to

~ State-subsidized day care for:
‘working mothers is common y

for family emergencies. -

~ been told for the past twelve
_years that any regulation: of

“family" values,: that. : the - .

.us by the unrestrained mar-
ket -are the best guarantors- -
- of family well-being. - KRTAN )\
-7 TheTesilts are well known !
* 10 most parents. With a weak:

~ment and decreased:job secu-

-, increasingly, raré™for em-
. ployers to-permit-leavé for.
family. emergencies. .And’

s-and more kids are-spending.

“adult supervision. .

“have less.and less time to
- kids' lives. A father who isn’t
conthe TV doesn’t” know

- whether the child:is-watch- - - et
-ing Sesame Street on PBS or Madonna on

 provide for the “growth and-

well-being” :of members.

in Europe, as is paid leave - y—

In the U.S,, however, we've

the marketplace is a threat to

choices and freedoms given "

economy, " high unemploy-".
rity, it's now .a: netessity for - |
many families that both-par--

panies; trim' labor ‘costs, it's

with the lack of ‘affordable.
ay-care and-after-care, more
time on thair -own, without

Their  parents, ~ increas
ingly occupied with. provid-
ing the basics for théir kids;"
take- an active role in-their Ff

home when. His child turhs

MTV, a mother at work when her children

- and their friends get together doesn’t know
-whether they're listening to Raffi or Prince; ..
. Meanwhile, the -same .markétplace thats

ever more stingy with wages and benefits

. to-rock. Music: videos on: television
{ ] “rpromote sales: of pop recordings::
- hasdiscovered the profit potential of market- .
~'ing to children. TV shows.for. young people
. are-awash-4n .commercials. for everything

from sugar.coated. breakfast cereals to vaca- -

. tions-at Disney World.‘Thousands of products -
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aimed at‘kidé,-afe .inffbducéd ev‘é'r:y year "
".*_And the music industry produces-and pro-
motes a dizzying-array. of hew. styles:appeal- -

ing to the young: hieavy metal to hip:hop;rap
urther

-Even the most jaded-parent would:be un-

happy with the content of some of the, maters- .
--aisregularly promoted to-children.Sexnally-

explicit lyrics.are just the. beginning. Other
lyries-include -calls to Sadism; -racism- and

‘homophobia;-while many;
“deplct women: as little more than male. tri
-phies,, Most parents. wotlld want 1o_know

“their children are being exposed to -

iwhether their chi
~,these views of the world

ideds graphically
ttle more than male. tro-

e Vi not necessarily to
0 offer alternative

- Recognizing that families need.coopera- )
ition:from .government- and:-business; Gore
: 1

ating system, that would inform
12 recording contained sexually-
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‘empty slogan, .-

Dowe?

- explicit material — something that

the movie industry does voluntarily, -

. She didn’t propose fo ban the sale of
- any material —not even'to minors -
and in fact opposed legislation that
~ would have--doneso:-“When- - she-
thought she had inadvertently . lent -
. _Stupport to those who were advgcat-
».7ing censorship, . she. took pains to.
- distinguish her views. . '
Tipper Gore’s position is clear, and -
it's one that children's advocates
would support: In today’s world, fam-
~ ilies: need- cooperation’ from other

" forces ifi our society that affect kids."

If someone’s going to make money
« -Selling. products to.-children; : they

- ought 10 shoulder responsibility- for.

+". . 'the welfare of their customers,

" "That's a'message totally consistent
-with’ the .view of children’s rights
expressed - by the majot ~humat."

**- rights declarations;: It’s~also an:im«

- . portant message: for. America; today,
io.0n€ -that - signals. a- much:needed -
¢ «change fromthe medfirst, money-

-first ethos. of the last twélve years,

- Gore’s work- holds atiother mes-

- sage. At the time she spoke out, she

- was married to'a US. senator, with

-+ ambitions for national office. Instead.

‘- of assuming the seen-but:not-heard
""" posture ‘of "the traditional political
. - Wife, she took.a position both she

“. and her husband knew would-be -
. ‘unpopular: She did it not for political
' Tadvantagebut because she thought it
) - necessary for families’ well-being. ..

' Whether .or not you agree with
- Tipper ‘Gore on the responsibilities
¢ %u: - that the récording industry has visa-
visour children, her willingness to speak out .

“for what she saw as their best interests is to

be admired. And whether or niot one intends
to vote for the ticket that includes her hus-
band, Gore’s thinking in défense of children

"is welcome ‘during this year when “family

values™: could  otherwise be- just -another -

Kenneth Kiothen is a lawyer active inoL

children’s issues. -



