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Books about the circus are a fine
way to introduce chiidren to a
South Florida winter tradition, 5F.

What

oirls see

walch TV, they den’t recognize
much of themsclves on the sereen.
From Baywatchto Friends.
American Gothic to Murder One. Lhe picture
a— | hal TV gives of females
b mast of the time 15 lopsided
and incomplete. Girls and
women play girifriends and
secondary characters. while
the storyline revolves
Bl around boys and men. This
not only shows a lack of
respect for gids, it gives the
rest of the worid false
messages about how gitls

ROBIN
DOUGHERTY wantiobe treated.

Maybe that’s ali you
TELEVISION expect from a show like

Baywatch. You don’t watch
Pamela Andersen Lee and expecttofind a
rale model.
But even some of the best and most daring
. of what television has had to offer this year —
shows like Murder One and American Gothic
— are based on a much oo common
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“when they watch TV

get in touch with TV programmers.

Roseanne, yes,
Baywatch, no,
real-life girls say

By ROBIN DOUGHERTY
Horald Talevision Critic

hen real-life girls talk
about what they watch on
TV, they show a wide
range of tastes and sensibilities.
ere’s one thing, though, they
seem to agree on: Baywalck is
repuisive.

“'Baywateh — 1 think that is one
of the worst shows on telsvision,”
says Lindsay Hyde, who's 13 and
0es 10 Glades Middle School in

endall. “The women — though
they're out doing something pretty
cool — they have unimaginably
large breasts and fabulous bodies.
And conseguently that's how the
boys liunk every girl in the world
shoutdl
“The guys will only like the girls
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LIKES ROSEANNE'SKID-
‘Dartena is awesome,” a8ys
Ketura Baptiste, 15,

"THAT'S ANNOYING': Etizabeth -

Redman, 14, says Baywaich 1S
fuli of beaury stereotypes.

HATES BAYWATCH: 'One of
the worst shows on television,'
says Lindsay Hyde, 13.

SEES A CHANGE: Jasmin
Thompson, 16, says women are
getting better roles on TV.

Real-life girls séy:
Trash TV'’s stereotypes

TALK, FROM IF

. with big boabs and little bathing
suits. agrees Elrzabeth Redman,
14, who goes 10 Highland Oaks
Middie School 1n North Miamu
Beach. “"That's annoving

The dea that TV influences
giris’ body.amage came up almost
as oflen as Lne nouon that 11's not
fun 1o walch characters who
arent't mentally endowed.

Positive images

Who do girls see offenng posi-
tive fernale images on TVY?
Kamel Danicl. who's 8 and was
visiting South Flonda from Can-
ada over the holidays. likes the
girls on Sister. Sister. which fea-
jures real-hifc siblings a litle
older than she s {and who
weren't around a5 roie modeis for
an eariier generation of Afncan-
Amencan giris).

Cther favorstes of a sampling
of giris intervitwed for this story:

W Dana Scully, the FBIL agent
on The X-Files

B Angela.  Claire  Danes’
angst-ndden leen Irom the late
My So-Called Lifag now aive
only in reruns on MTV {though
one girl objecied that the show
“depicted lcenage giris as being
depressed. which 1sn't true”™).

W And. most of ali. Roseqgnne’s
daughier-wrh-attnude Darlene,
who gets points lor being a realis-
tic image of somecone with real

roblems, not just another per-
?:cl person from the land of Bev-
erly Hills 90210.

“Darlene s a (np.” says Jas-
min Thompson, 16, who goes 1o
Tumner Technicai High 1in North
Dade. “She’s kinda disrespeciful.
but she knows what she wants.
She takes herseif seriously — as
much as guys do. [ really hike her
alot™

Ketura Baptiste, 15, who goes
to Braddock High in West Dade,
and Elizabeth Redman both sum
up the characier's appeal this
way: "Darlenc 1s awesome.”

TV changing

Jasmin, an avid Oprak Winfrey
fan. thinks things are changing
on TV — slowly, but delinitely
for the better. She thought, for
example, it was pretty cool {o see
Robin Givens play a lawyer on
this fall's drama Courthouse. ~1
never would have seen that when

| was small,” she says.

Regardless of mace, “women 1n
television now are more domi-
natsng,” she says. “On Meirase
Place, Amanda 15 still basicaily
the one in charge. Another exam-

le 18 New  York Undercover.

hey have a.female cop, and the
head bieutenant 15 2 woman. 1 1s
a lot different. It used to be that
the cops were ail men, and the
women were ail home fixing din-
ner.

Girls — like boys — like to see
characters on TV they can iden-
ufy with.

Lindsay says one of her favor.
ies 15 Agent Scully on, The
X-Files: “She can stand on her
own lwo feet. She's firm in her
beliefs. She's a woman 1n what's
traditionally a boys’ ¢lub.™

Ketura also clatms Scully as
one of her TY heroings, mostly
because she's the opposite of
what drives Ketura nuts. Her
message 10 TV producers: “Stop
showing women running around
I& I‘h'i‘g,h heets. saying, ‘Help

[

Bad role modets

Lindsay's idea of a bad role
maodel — “and | think there's a
fot” — 15 any charactenzation
“where you only get by when you
have 3 great body or you have to
comply with your husband, you
can’t really think for yourseif "

Jasmin raiis against ditsy char-
actenzations of girls she sees on
Fresh Prince of Bel Air and Mar-
ried ... With Children. She
thinks Hillary on Fresh Prince,
for example, reinforces stereo-
types about gifis being shallow,
and Kelly on Married 1s so fooi-
ish it’s maddening. “She makes
me feet angry because it's like the
way she acts is supposed to make
people laugh. It bothers me
because, nowadays, women are
taking charge, but she stil
doesn’t get it.”

This may shock some TV exec-
uttves, but these girls say they see
what's on TV, they recognize
how bad much of it js — and
they recognize the effect it can
have, -

“T¥ really influences the way
we look at 2 lot of things,” says
Lindsay. “If we have femaie role
maodels on TV, it will really help
girls have a positive image of
themselves.” :

Girls get to choose
major TV role models:
victimized, or silly

GIALS, FROM 1F

assemption, that the highest call-
ing for teenage girls in TV-land is
a3 victims.

American  Gothic,  which
rejurns Lo the aie next week after
being on hiatus, opened with a
scene showing a small-town sher-
iff killing a teenage giri by break-
ing her neck with his bare hands.

%n Murder One. the homicide

. trial that the whole first season

revolves around involves the
rape and murder of a | 5-year-old
‘girl. And to make sure you don't
orget that, her body becomes a
recurring visual metif for the
show.
Gids as the victims of violence,
Giris as corpses.
TV’s other faverite way to por-
tray girls — and the women
-whom girls look to, to emulate —
is hardly any beuter. They're

-made to seem shaltow and giddy -
- and concerned. with- litiis more
° than theirappearance.

Troubling messages

.. .Even some of the good shows
_send out ‘troubling. messages —
<hows iike Friends.

“They're a group of friends,
and they’re supposed te be typi-
cal,” says Lindsay Hyde, a 13-
year-old from Glades Middie
School in Kendall. She's one of
several teenage girls ! zalked with
recently about the tmages of girls
and women they see on TVY. “But
if you see them as these super-
thin beautiful women. it makes

irls think, ‘That’s how { have to
ook to lead that kind of life.’
And that's not a realistic goal.™

But in the current TV season,
which show did all the networks
scramble 1o copy? Friends, of
course, because 1t's a hit.

The show they should have
tried to clone was Ay So-Called
Life, the much-lamented goner
from ABC that chroricled the life
of a reabistically portrayed i5-
yea =0id girl. But this show dida’t
get much of 2 chance to catch on
and survives only in reruns on
MTV. o

What the TV network execu-.
tivesdon't get — and you'd think
they would by now, with their
ratings sinking lower with each
succeeding season — is just how
shortsighted this is,

One of the pleasures good anl
afTords us is the ability to see our-
selves in i1 and identify with the
peopie it portrays. When we
rarely see creatures that bear any
resemblance 10 ourselves, it’s less
fun 1o watch — and we don't feel
compelled to do so.

A survey done this fall by Girls
In¢., a SQ-year-oid education and
advocacy group, backs that up.
The organization asked more
than 2,000 btoys and girls in
grades 3 through (2 how weil
they felt TV represented their
reaiity, as part of a campaign 10
encourage Hollywood to give us
beuer heroines — and more of
them.
~ Among the survey's -findings:
TV has helped convince kids that
physical attractiveness is an
extremeiy important quality in
men and women, and, thanks in
large part to 1elevision, gicls and
boys tend to favor models, movie
stars and pro athietes over teach-
ers, lawyers and others you're a
lot more likely to encounter in
real life.

Few role modesis

Maybe the most disturbing
finding was that girls like what
they see on TV fess than boys do.
That should corne as no surprise,
though. Girls have a bard' time
finding role models among the
Pzamela Anderson Lees and the
Jennifer Anistons of the TV uni-
verse,

“Role models for girls still

‘Role models for giris
still remain
misleading and

meager. '
BARBARA FELDCN

remaitt mislesding and meager,”
says actress Barbara Feldon;who
plaJed Agent 99 on Ger Smart
and helped push Girls Inc.'s'mes-
sage. “It's as if 1elevision were a
jigsaw puzzieand wEdav i of
these pieces, bitid d ftetiee of
yourself.” There are very few
pieces for girls.” ™

And girls aren’t the only ones
affected by the abysmal images
of femaies-on TY. When too
many of the girls and women en
television act dike they have
nothing on their mind but
attracting men, it"s tougher 10
teach reai-life boys — and men
« to know how to deal ‘with
women who are more complex. It
can’t help but have an effect on
real-life boys when they see ado-
iescent girls and women being
beaten, raped and just plain dis-
respected on a daily basison TV.

1 started my own TV watching
years with The Patty Duke Show
— a cautionary tale for spirited
girls and their impossible-to-em-
ulate wdentical cousins — and
have lived to witness the honest-
Lo-real-life angst of Angela on Ay
So-Called Li{gs

1 like to think things are mov-
ing ahead. thal, for every Bap.
warch bimirg, there can be a
Dana Scuily, the tough, in<on-
trol FBI agent on The X-Files.
That, for every t5-year-old mur-
dered on a crime show, there can
be a survivor tike the title charac-
ter on Nickelodeon's Clarissa
Expiagins It All or an innovaror
like The Simpsons’ Lisa Simp-
SOMm.

But even in the "60s, for every
ditzy Jeannie on I Dream of
Jeannie, we had an Agent 99 or
an Emma Peel (The Avengerst.

What to do

So what are we supposed to do?

Maybe — and, with TV, noth-
ing’s ever certain — we can help
make sure the status quo doesn't
remain so. Maybe we can
improve the images girls-see of
%ircumm and future selves on

Girls Inc. has a good idea: The
more girls complain about what
they dont like, the better things
will get. o

{1t’s trying to get young female
viewers 10 think more about
what they see on TV and decide
how welli it recpresents them.
Then, through its Girls Re-Cast
TY project, it wants them —
and, sure, their parents, too— {0
send a message to the TV indus-
try and help mfluence what gets
on the air,

Here's what you do, Write toc
Girls ing., 30 E 33rg 81, New
York, N.Y. 10016-5394, and ask
for a Girls Re-Cast TV Fact Kit.
It details how you can get in
touch with industry program-
ming honchos, .

I like to think girls can make a
difference. Here's your chance.
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SEEING 1S BELIEVING

According to Girls Re-Cast TV, a pro-
ject based on a nationwide poll of
youngsters in grades three through 12,

girls more than boys would like to see
less sex ancl violence and more educa-
tional programs on TV. The study, con-
ducted by Girls, Inc., also notes that
girls want strong female characters that
represent their ethnic and racial back-
‘grounds, with less emphasis on looks
and more on intelligence. With this
research in mind, Girls, Inc., is encour-
aging women and girls to write letters
to stations and send their own reviews
of shows. Write to Girls, Inc. National
Resource Center (441 W. Michigan St.,
Indianapolis 1N 46202-3233) for an
Action Kit. It incledes addresses and
phone numbers of some Hollywood
power people and gives tips on how to
communicate with them. Girls, Ine. (30
E. 33 St., New York NY 10016-5394,
[212] 689-3700), also wants to hear who
you think is the strongest, smartest,
boldest female character on TV.
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Fots udedt te-dolist

@ Add more love to your
lite. Take an extra minute
the next time you kiss your .
partner goodbye.

® Give your home a
midwinter fift. Toss a

cozy, brightly hued throw
on your couch or an
armchair.

@ Encourage (little}
women to vote. GIRLS
RE-CAST TV wants to hear
which female TV character
your daughter thinks is the
strongest, smartest and
boldest. Write to 30 East
33rd St., New York, NY
10016-5394, or call 212-
689-3700.

@ Don't slip up.
Invest in shoes
or boots
that have
good treads
or ribbed
soles.






