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The udkreadable first few lines of this article
“from The Christian Science MOntht, May 7, 1596, ave
as follows:

TV and Toy Trand
Affects Young Children

' 1 ndra Mark
By Alexa @ s New York

Acrose the country, child psycholegists, teach-
ers, and many pavents report thut children at youngser
and younger ages are incraasingly talking aboubt sex
and bringing sexual images into their play. 8o far,
the evidenca is mostly anscdntal, but the growing
aumber of rsporiz has raised alarms and prompted
calis for scedemic studies.

o axids normally are not that int
The 331 age dgroup. but we're kind <

rhem,* savs iarg ""muw,_. a child-der
ai the Kohi Children's Maseum in Wiin

. Ms. Sinker says childhood is undergoing rapid
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chanige, and no oné is ready to
predict the impact on this gener-
ation. But some experts are in-
creasingly concerned that the

of sextral images

_ pervasiveness
and innuendoes - In everything

from TV to toys ~ may damage
children’s development. That is

. prompting calls for restraint on

the part of the entertainment and
toy-manufactiring industties,
“We've crossed the:line from.

- sexism to sexuality, and it's all

mixed in together and really con-
fusing for children,”- says Diane
Levin, a professor of child devel-
opment at Wheelock College in

~ Boston.

Ms, Levin says that children
have always had a natural curios-

- ity shout. their bodies, Questions

about the functions of different’
ports, or where babies come
from, or why a little boy is differ-
ent from a little girl are not un-
usual. But Levin and other child-
development specialists say the
questions and language increas.
ingly used by many children indi-
cate that. more than natursl cu-
riosity is at work,

“The curosity is deﬂn!tel,v
there,” says Martha Edwards, a
psychologist at the Ackerman In-
stitute for Family Therapy in New
York. “But becatise of the images
that [children are] seeing, ;hv:ly“i‘
definitely intoy. 2 K ol
tletait and

yond their ability to comprehend,

* or the appmprimnm of their

aiso say there is & “driven” quality

: to many of the questions and the

play they are seeing, a quality that *
didn't extst even five years ago,

“Kids are getting these idees
and they seem driven to work
them out, like they're grappling

[ with things they can't possibly un-

derstand, and it disturbs them;”
says Homey Schnapp, the educa-

tion director at The Open Center

for Children., in'Somerville, Mass. -
Ms. Schnapp and.
others sey that when

ficity, it is
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that her son had written a "How
to Havé Sex Guide,” complete
with the kind of simple, inacecu-
rate directlons one vwould expect
from a seven-year-old. Another
heard a young boy express his af-
fection for a little girl by daying,

*[ really want to. rape thai Jen-

mifer”
“The way that kids develop
scripts for things they don't know

iYL e ,

~Young: (;hﬂdren

bie,” disagrees, saying the toy is
intended to show iitle girls that
they can be Hfeguards. :

“If wyoh watch ‘Baywatch, i
you'll seé it's pretty wholesome in
that thera's always a moral in the
story line, and it’s about rescuing
and saving people’s lives,” says
Liza McKendall, Mattel's director
of marketing communications.

Ms. McKendall ‘says  adults

- alf too often find images

‘handled by a gente

bﬂﬂgﬁ-ﬂb Mialﬂ'i.
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how to do yet,” Ms. Ed-
wards says, "ls usually
by having some kind of
model, if they're not ex-
plicitly trained by their
parents.” Many children

and models on televi-
Twenty years ago,
sex on TV was usually

fade-out.. Today, sexual
itmuendoes and some
more explicit scenes
are coymnon, even in
the 7-08. pm. so-
called “family hour.”
Many parents, politl-
cians, and child-devel-.
opment experts have
raised concerns about
that for the last several
years. Bul now, some
say the toy-manufactur-
ing -Industry has gone
even further and Is mar-
keting toys with sexu-
ally fnappro

an example, they say. cmmnlzkammgesmmgwektdsavmskemd
Barbie, with her mg ,what it means (o be a woman,” ong

bm.

drenwhoaretrylngtocumto
terms withi their own sense of
- gender identity.”

Paul Burke, chief of Todd Toys,
which makes the Spawn series,
says the company is not trying to
‘make “sexist” toys, but high-qual-
ity, intricate toys that can com-
pete with fast-moving computer

‘games that many children now

play for honrs at a time.

“We've got to sell
them‘amytlw.wi!l keep -
their interest for more
than  two = days,” Mr
Burke says. “That's
what we're up against,

. competitively, In the

electronic age.
Like the  Mattel
spokeswoman, Burke

. says the age notice on
the box i3 solely for
safety reasons and has
nothing to do with the
age appropriateness of
the toy. In fact, he says,
more than -half of
“Spawn” toy sales are to
people over 18. “A lot of
collectors buy it,” Burke
says.
. But the Spawn char-
. acters have also become
the “cocl” toy to have
for “many elementary
schoolboys, says seven..
el yc_-ar—old Sean: Dalao.
ll - who “was examining - a
Spawn doll at sn FAQ

sensa qf
*1 of. the splku, and she

gerated  fealures,
dolleduplndomesjmtllke&é“ﬁﬂhgawhoiedi!femntmofﬁuf-.
skimpily . cled women for which ues.and expectatl mtum

the syndicated TV show i3 famous - children don’t, *1 eft*
worldwide: play in & very pure snd innotent

tion on the back of the bok. “Pla 1of dévuallty,” she says. i
real Mfegusid advertures With - “Biywatch” mappmpdatet‘oé‘-
‘Barbié ke fou Ses on the hot TV  chitdren, McKendat! says, but if
shc-;Bmch."'l‘hetoyissug- some parents disagree, it's their
gested “for ages over 3 years." - responsibility to keep children
“It is absolutely not appropri- from seeing it. As for the notice
ate for young children,” Edwards untheboxmatsaysthetoyis *for

* says. “It'sthose very ages 3 and up,” she says that's
sex-typed, almost from a safety perspective and has
a child acts out sexu-  ‘We've crossed

B’Wmmm the line from . '

- cartoonlike images nothing to do with the develop-
that give kids a very méntal appropriateness of the toy.
i. skewed  semsé of “It's & parent’'s responsibility
-—-;,-wlmit means to be to determine what products are
&.womman, what it appropriste for their children
..,mtobeam“ baged on their age,” MeKendall

creasing rumber of . !l-lmlmm The - television says.
Inciderits of the itno- : ; shmabnutagmup Anothertoylineﬂlathasralsed
cent wse of explicit expert of ioguards’ beach concerns s called “Spawn.'

lmguage or Images eSENEN

a's&

adventures, . con-, Based on the best-selling” comic-
teins sexual innuen- : book series, female Spawn char-

does that can be faidy explicit. acteis have exaggerated gender
“Kids are seeini- more sexual chatacteristics, carry weapons,

imngu. i they're trytng to fig- and sre scantlly clad in bizarre

5

thanwt, Levin says. “Then  outfits. For instance, “She-Spawn”
Bawwntch Barbis’ say has slails for a brassiere. The box
it's OK to.bring them into their ® says “ages 4 and up.™
bemeﬂlewysmﬁaere “They're scary, grotesque im-
Mmmmhmﬁm ages which seem to be totally de-
A-’-,sisumm fok - Matiel - with viclence,” Levin says, “They
fipird Bsf&r‘s&tdcﬂstbﬂedfnemgaw&hﬂ

“fined by sSex, and sex gets equated

‘hﬁsﬁform&&dﬂm A
-ﬂ'-aﬁ

7 has wings 30 she can_
ﬂy, sdys Sean of "Cosmic An-
. gela.” “And those wings ere metsl,
‘g0 whan she flies shie tan also cut

: "off you¥ head.”

“Wow!” exclaims the promo- mmeydontsee{oysmtéw-'

it for parents dnd femchers to
"start

' Stirie experts think it’s impor-

registering . theit concerns
and even boyeott such toya. Not
alt agree: Banning & toy or a TV
show can also have the opposite
effect, they say. Giving something
“forbidden fruit” status may make
it more attractive, ang thus more
profitable,

“I.don't think we're going to
get it stopped,” says Peggy Brick,
chairman of the Sexuality Infor-
mation and Education Council of
the United States, & nonprofit re-
search center in New York. “We
have to prepare our children for
the waorld they're going to be ex- .
pesed to. That means establishityg
our own values in our children &t
the same time they're being ex-

-posedwaﬂofuﬂqmmdlbbet-

plojtative steff,”. " -

Gthers, -like" Levin, .are more
optimistic. ‘She and 4’ group of
teachers ‘have -‘started - Teachers
Resisting ‘Unhealthy - Children's
Entertainment “ (TRUCE),  They
say. that the more adults’ aware-
nress is raised about the fawie, the .
tmore effective they will bé ds lob- -
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An international group forms to cul through$- . %™~

3 25%

govemmntal hurdles at world pressure points

Alternative Path to Setthng Conflicts

By Eric Moskowiiz

Snenat to The Chnshan Science Monitor

" HEN the world's attention syd-
' denly Tocuses on a bloody ethnic
] conflict in a remote land, politi-

cal; leaders often confront a . quandary:
They don't know how best to intervene.in.
a situation they know little about, but they
camnal turn away from suffering,

~Open-enided tnqﬂuis that turn wimle
countries info war Jones are on the rise,
says the newly formed International Crisis
Group, an autonoamous, multinational -col-
fealion of business and pediticat. leaders.
Awek ol cnough is being done to stop such
tttles before they start, the 1ICG says.

W s Lo head of T crises before they
develop, rather than reacting o crises
aller they Jappen,” said JCG chairman
George Mitchell Lo reporters at the start of
te group’s lirst hoard meeting high above
Menhattan’s Madison Avenue. Mr. Mitchell
retired “as a Democratic - senator. from
Maine in 1994,

“The private, m:ngnw’rnmcnml orgam-
zation (NGO) hopes that, by remaining

fectiveness. “At the recent 50th anniver-
sary of the United Nations, much was _sa_ud
ahout political and financial constraints on
the UN system,” Mitchell says. “ICG’s in-
dependent status, combined with its multi-
national leadership and collective experi-
ence, will enable it to speak with candor
and authority.”

Lack of political will °

- Mitchell says the group has almeadw sent{'

its first fact-finding team to Sierra Leone
and plans to send another to Nigeria. The
teams will report back to the ICG,
which will, if the situationt warrants it, -
iry to persuade the world to inter- .
vene. Such intervention might range
from mediation teams to peacekeep- -
ing troops, says Nicholas Hinton, !C_G,'?', d
president and former head of the Save - g1
the Children Fund, UK. o

“We believe that, more than any-‘
Lhing, it is a lack of collectwe political
will that prevented more timely action ..
from being taken in Somalia, Bosnia;
Rwanda, and elsewhere,” says
Mitchell, who is currently assisting.in the
peace process hetween Britain and North-
ern Ireland.

« Bdward Joseph, director of commum-
cations of the Council on Foreign Rela-

NEW YORK

BILL GMN'I STAFESFILE

| GEORGE MITCHELL: The former senator chairs the netoly formed International Crisis Gronp,

early 1993 After, seelng the devastation

world 4 slow response to future situations.”
v After bouncing the idea off a number of
social and political officials, M. Abram-
owitz formed a steering committee of 50
international statesmen. “We realized,” he
says, “that the best way we could persuade

countries to take action was to form a sin-

gle-issue organization made up of senior

¢ officials who still had influence in their re-

1 spective countries.”

ICG members include the former prime
ministers of France {Michel Rocard) and
Australiz (Malcéolm Fraser); former Con:

-want to head off crises before Ihey
elop, rather than reacting fo crlses
r they happen. :
- - George Mitchell, chairman
International Crisis ({mup

gressman Steve Solarz; findncler Georgie
Soros; Graca Michel, chair of a UN study -
on armed conflict and the former minister -

tions, a New York-based private organiza-
tion that studies international affairs, has
met with some of ICG's board and feels
that they are on the right track. “I think
they have a realistic grasp on the problems
and ilicir purpose, which is to galvanize
states to action,” Mr. Joseph says. “Be-
cause they are an independent NGO, they
could have been extremely useful in
Bor;ma-llerzegovina, and I think they can
be a real asset in Africa.”

. The failure of the internationat commu-
nity to intervene early on in the Balkan
conflict prompted Morton . Abramowitz,
president of the Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace,. to visit the region in.

from Norway, Canada, and the Eurapean )
liament. - .

‘UN welcomes effort -

Mr. Solarz, a vice chairman’ of the
group, says the crisis in Rwanda, for in-
-stance, might have been contained had the
-UN agreed to an early proposal by UN Sec-
retary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali to
send a multinational force. “If [the force]
had been dispatched at that point, the Ui
" could have saved thousands of lives,” So-

larz says. “We intend to be there to legit- -

imize and give international: respectahlhty
to future UN proposals.”
The United Nations, says spokesman :

of education in Mozambigue; and leaders . -

international dxplomacy Y1, -think their .
nerpartisan, it can aveid the political and . there,bheNaiiit:woridered whether thers ¥groip 18- very different bectingé théy are
fitiancial pitfalis that con limit-the UN's ef-. was atiything 1 could do to change the;: nqnguvermnental but if they can apply.:
theéir vast political influence. onto their re- -

spective governments, then these govern-
ments might be more willing to vote t‘or ac.
tion in a UN vote.”

Nations give monetary support

- Solarz says ICG needs to aci swifily io
gain the international community's re-
spect. “We have to rack up some successes
fairly early to show that we can make a dif-
ference,” he says. “Through a combination
of quality assessments and recommenda-

tions, ICG will hopefully come to be seen .

as a serious, significant organization
to which governments and other
: NGOs lock to for guidance.”
Abramowitz says they atready
" have been promised $2 million over
¢ the next three years from a coliection
" of governments and business enti-
ties. The Republic of China, Aus-
tralia, Finland, Norway, the United
States, and New Zealand, as well as
corporate donors the Daiwa Bank,
the Soros Foundation, and the Rock-

nancial support. Abramowitz says it is
likely that ICG will open its main office in
New York.

Eighty countries are currently on' ICG's

“erisis list,” says Mr. Hinton, who adds that
none of the donor countries is currently on
©  it. He notes the board resolved not to take
.. 16 percent in funding from any one source

50 as not to have its “hands tied behind one
person or government.?:

Hinton also says it s essemial for ICG
to build up close relations with regional en-
tities such ag the Organization for African

Umtx the Eumpean Undon; ‘and ‘the Asta-

Pacific Ecofiomic Cooperation. “By start-

‘Ing these relationships we will be able to

identify crisis-prone situations early,” Hin-
ton says. “And after we identify the situa-
tion, we will send in teams. It 13 at this
point ~ before the situation becomes a con-

Fred Eckhard, welcomes ICG to the field of < flict~that we want te pitch ourtent.” . ;o

efeller brothers have all given their fi- -




