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PG Man
Hangs Up
That Hat

ALKING to Richard D. Heffner
I makes you realize just how
many buffalos are gone. Once
there were great herds of these un-

. abashed liberals of the oid school, ex-
pressing passionate belief in polite,
civilized discourse and rationai per-
suasion. As Mr. Heffner did the other
day, they wouid cite John Stuart Mili
and de Tocqueville, whose works he .
edijted, or Lione! Trilling, his teacher
at Columbia, and Walter Lippmanmn.

-¥ou listen to his soft-spoken talk
and you become aware how uncom-
men cormmon sense hag become, how
sharply scholarly authority has been
ettipsed by the style and spleen of
stand-up comedians, how Socratic di-
atogue has given way to sound bite, - -

But if the me generation and gener-
ation X and whatever elseis coming
dewn the road — geéneration X —
c4nnct easity relate to or identify Mr.
Heffner's sources; or quite piace the
Rtitgers history professor in the con-
temporary world, they would surely
be aware of his work as chairman of
the Clagsification Board assigning
PG, R and X ratings to thousands of
films.

Now after 20 years and after view-
ing thousands of movies, Mr. Heffner
I leaving the key job in the movie in-
dustry’s effort to monitor itself and
thwart scattered initiatives for out-
side censorship. In two weeks Mr.
Hefner, the son of a New York book-
ie, will leave his Riverside Drive
apartment for the last of what have
been his almost weekly flights to Hol-
Iywood to look at fitms from the point
of view of a reasonable parent. He Is
not sorry the job is ending.

*I guess my day is over,” sgid Mr.
Heffner, who, in addition to teaching,
helped establish Channel 13, where
far the last 38 years he has been the
host of a television interview pro-
gram. Heé added, “Thereare a lotof
peopie in Holiywood who must be
happy that I'm going.” ’

has been called names. Peo-

HEple who made money by show-

ing shameless killings and-
gratuitous pain scorned himasa
blue-giocking enemy of free artistic
expredsion for signaling parents that
this or that film demands parental
guidance or custodial supervision.
There have been {ilm critics who - - -
have similarly portrayed him as & re-
actionary force, Because the names
of the other members of the board
have been kept secret to shield them
trom such harassment, it is he who
has been left 1o take the heat. |

Richard Heffner Associales, Ine.
THE OPEN MIND
301 East 57th Street
New York, New York 10022 . “
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“There is a view now increasingly
common, that if everybody did what-
ever they wanted, the invisible hand
of God would make everything all
right,'” he said. '] believe thereis a
public interest and [ dom't think you
can leave everything to the sailfish-
ness of the powerful and their spin
doctors.”

Yes, he went on, he believes in the
values of tree exchange reflected in
the title of his television program,.
“The Open Mind."” He quoted a favor-
ite line from Milton’s Areopagitica:
**Who ever knew truth put to the
worse, in a free and open encounter?’’
Yes, he believes that, but the prob-
lem, he insisted, is that Milton’s con-
test of truth and falsehood is rarely
decided in fair fights.

''When you have people with money
and power, selfishly backing films
with scenes of imitable viclence, how
are parents arcund the country to
fight for truth®’ .

Along the way, he noticed that tra-
ditions of civility and tolerance were
eroding, and not just in Hollywood.
““When 1 started my television inter-
views, | would have several people on
at once and sometimes pegple would .
actually change their mirids on ¢am-
era.” After a while, presurnabdly-as
people understood the medium, this
stopped and guests became unberid- -
ing advocates of fixed positions. Asa
result he began interviewing his sub-
jects ene at a time.

HEN he started clagsify-

ing tilms, he anticipated

that there would be accu-
sations of censorship. Indeed when
Jack Valenti, the head of the Motion
Picture Association of America, first
offered him the job in 1974, he turned
it down, saying, ' My mother did not
raise me 10 COUNt nippies.”

But after reflecting, he saw that to
avoid the threat of state censorship,
saif-control was needed. it was aa de
Tocqueville had written: voluntary
restraint couid prevent censorship,
which would be the tyranny of the
majority.”

He took the {ob but never moved
out to the Coast. “I never developed a
social life out there,”” he said. "1 flew
out, watched the movies, voted and
came back home. | never socialized
with pecple in Hollywood. | was a sur-
rogate for parents. ] had chiidren, !
had grandchildren. I knew parents
were concerned — more, | think, with

" viglence in films than sex, but sex too

was often shown as violence. When [
aw someming that would haye been
bad for my grandchiidren, 1 knew it
was bad for us as a soctety. 1 did not’

‘need the indusiry to tell me it was

The phme rang. It was his 4—year-
old grandson, Alexander, calling to
talk abott the Flintstones.

“ lked it, too,” said Mr. Heffner in
what appeared to be a warm, open
‘and tolerant discutdsion,

A friend says that Michael Kaufman’'s
generous New York Times piece about this

_particular "huffalo” makes both a most opportune

change-of-address notice and a tprrific
job/consultancy-want ad. At the very least, let me
take advantage of the former.

Starting July 1st, THE OPEN MIND and
Richard Heffner Associates will be located at the
address above {phone: 212-593-6359, 6361; fax:
212-715-1661).

Academically speaking, during 1994-95 'l
be writing "the book" as a Senior Fellow of the
Freedom Forum Media Studies Center at Columbia
(phone: 212-678-6628; fax: 212-678-6648). And, of
course, | continue - hopefully for many years to
come -- my now near half-century old {young!)
teaching relationship with Rutgers as University
Professar of Communications and Public Policy.

Home remains 90 Riverside Drive, NY, NY
10024 (phone: 212-799-7979; fax: 212-799-7980).

Dick Heffner

Tel: 212-593-6359, 6361; Fax: 212-715-1661
Tel: 212-799-7979; Fax: 212-799-7980
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Here
Come
The Video
Censors

By Richard D, Heffner

whole new
ment” industry was
born'in the early 80°s,
one that in its ex-
tremism may now
threaten our liber-
ties.

The new industry was home video
of explicitly sexual and viclent con-
tent — content that until then had
been kept as far from our homes as
possible. On cable’s **blue” programs
a woman masturbated on the screen;
another joined her. An artist Jovingly
painted a mother and her pubescent
daughter — not their portraits, their
raked bodies. A dog was brutally
murdered, the scene repeated again
and again. X-rated flims became ac-
cessible 1o anyone, young or oid, wha
could turn a switch to “On."”

That was only the beginning. The
stunningly successful emergence of a
revolutienary “interactive entertain-
ment” industry, with its video games
and promise of “virtual reality,” to-
day brings violence and sexuajity into
our homes with a lifelike Intensity
that had never been imagined, Check
out “Mortal Kombat” and “Night
Trip.” And reaction is already setuing
in — not just among fanatics and
know-nothings but equally in the
ranks of America’s most thoughtfu}
citizens and: public officials.

Unfortunately, too many of them
now naively turn to the movie rating
system I head as & model of how to
stem what may too likely become a
plea for Government censorship.

Indeed, the video game and cable
Indusjries are now instituting ratings
to assuage public and political con-
cerns. But merely to imitate what the
motion picture industry lobbyist Jack
Valenti led his colieagues o do a
quarter-century ago simply won't .
work today. We've made mistakes
over the years, but ocur out-of-the.
home, box-office-anchored rating
system was designed o meel par-
ents’ conceyns about their children's
moviegoing, thereby silencing cries
for movie censorship. It shmply isn’t
relevant to the in-the-home (and in-
your-face) nature of new entertain-
ment industries, which can provide

'And no rating
system is going to
stop them.

no effective intermediary between
their harshest content and their
youngest audiences.

Every indication is that these
newer technologies will bring .ever
more culragecus material into our
homes -~ the kind of material Ameri-
cans have tolerated until now only
because it has been kept at a dis-
tance. Indeed, in America this seem-
ing hypocrisy may have been free-

dom's saving grace: extreme obscen-
- ity is tolerated oniy because it is kept

largely out of sight, far {rom our
homes and families.

Make it more visible, thrust it upon
pur children, and we run the risk that
angry Americans wilt devise formu-
las of protest and seif-protection dan-
gerous to free expression and free
choice tor all.

Short of censorship, what then is
the solution for the excesses of cable

_and the new interactive entertain-
ment? It may be as simple as it is
painful for those whose only concern
is 0 maximize profits.

1t is to just say no. Don't produce
degrading materials; don't trade in
them; don't s¢ek merely 1o rate
them, passing them off on parents
and children; don’t profit at all from
them, at sach an enormous cost 1o our
national life,

To all these who dismiss such an
approach as futlle, reminiscent of
Nancy Reagan's appropriately ma-
ligned response to the drug problem,
consider: Would these “entertain-
ers” really choose instead to risk the

biggest baltle over free expression
" this natien has ever known?

‘Realism requires that we antici-
pate ne technological “fix” for the

. invasive pomosrnphy of viatence and
sexuality. Electronic chips embedded
in television sets will no doubt be

bypassed before long, no more effec-
tive than unenforceable ratings. So
wilt contemporary parents' willing-
ness or ability to control the games
their latch-key children play. So willa
call by media ethicists, whose profes-
sional ocodes of conduct are only tooth-
less drowned out by de-
mands for larger and larger audi-
ences. So will the call to boycott of-
fending products and  producers,

- which will only fall victim to Gresh.

am's jJaw.

Unhappily, as a result, what proba-
biy won't be bypassed any longer is
Government  censorship.  Unless
someone cut there has a better idea.

Richard D.* Heffmzr retires next
_month after 20 years as chairman of
-the film industry’s rating system.

“entertain-
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The First Power Couple

By John Newhouse

WASHINGTON

ach year has jts mile-

stones; 1994's big one

is the 50th anniversary

af the allled landings

on the beaches of Nor-

mandy. But another, as

yet unremarked, is the anntversary of

the birth of Pericles in 454 B.C. — an

event, [ concede, that has been ignored

for who knows how long — two millen-
nia, maybe.

Why bother now, then? The answer
in Pericles’s case must be “better late
than never.” Although he is a more
distant figure than, say, Columbus, we
owe him a lot more, although we can‘t
measure how much, since most of the
lterature in which he figured hasn't
survived. We know that probably no
one has ever ruled as wisely or as long
with the consent of the governed. We
hnow that he waz the inspiration for
and patron of the richest c¢ffusion of
classical art. Briefly, we know that
Pericles defined and dominated an
eponymous era that was the closest
thing to a golden age that our history
reveats.

What isn't widely known is that Per-
tcles had a vivid, and for a time fumul-
tous, private life, Scholars disagree
onh details, but not of the main point;
at considerable risk to his exalted po-
sition, Pericles shared not just his bed
but his politteal life with & brilliaat and
beautitul woman. Her name was Aspa-
sia, and now, when fermale prime min-
isters are not an odklity and diversity
in high places ig the fashion, her singu-
lar role in the clasaical legacy shouki
be pointed up.

Aspasia was a political force, even
though wives of the Athenian geniry
were normally lliterate, sheltered and
taken up with family and slaves. She
wagn't even Pericles's wife. A di-
vorced and aloof man in his early 50°s,
who never emertained or accepted

Athens, 440 B.C.
A wise leader. His
brainy consort.
Hostile scribes.
And a scandal.

dinner invitations, he fell in love with
the much younger woman and she
with him. The affair was an utter
anomaly, with heavily scandalous
overtones, most of which invited
smears and hyperbole on a scale that
probably exceeded what the tabloids
are capable of today.

First of all, Aspasia was a Hetaira,
meaning that she belonged to & caste
of high-class, cultivated courtesans,

- To take a Hetaira into one's house,

have a child with her and, worse stitl,
make no effort to conceal her impres-
sive intellectual skills and correspond-
ing influence on her mighty consort’s
thinking — ali of this was for many
Athenians not just eccentric but offen-
sive. As E_F. Bensen wrote in the
1920's about Periclean Athens, *‘a
“flute-girl supplied occasional amuse-
ment, a wite supplied sons, and Athens
in all the friendships and romantic
companionships of life was a city of
men.” Neither before nor after Aspa-
sia did an Athenian woman Keep a
salon in her house, much less one to
which the city's deepest thinkers and
their pupils flocked.

Amaong the notables with wiwm Ase
pasia discussed politics and philoso-
phy were Socrates and members of his
cult. Socrates was known to have been
deeply impressed by Aspasia. And
Plato, in his dialogue between Socra-
tes and Menexenus, identifies her as
the real author of Pericles’s only fa-
mous utterance, the tuneral oration

for the dead in the early days of the
Peloponnesian War, -

Most experts reckon that Plato was
just having some fun ~- using the
dialogue to show that much of what
passed for informed opinion in Athens
had come to see Aspasia as the clever
one and the manipuiator of the first
citizen, And therein lay the problem.
Although Pericles was very grand, he
dida’t lack enemies and critics. The
long peace with Sparta that he made
and managed was hard on war hawks,
Conservatives opposed what they saw
as oo much democracy and free
thinking and too little respect for the
gods or for values based on position
and privilege.

Before Aspasia came on the scene,
Pericles's enemies hadn't managed to
breach his defenses. Then, using her
as a weapon, they attacked him full
bore,

Plutarch describes how Aspasia

was accused of procuring women for
Perivles and tuming his howss inte &
brothel. The charge, however absurd,

glory. For its leader, it was the best of
times, politically and personally. A

few years later, his long peace was.

shattered by the outhreak of the Pelo-
ponnesian War, swiftly followed by a
plague. Aspasia wasn't blamed for the
Plague, but a few comic poets did
accuse Pericles of arranging the war
to divert attention from his Aspasia-
related miserjes, Some years later,
Aristophanes picked up that libel and
used it in & play, “The Acharnians,”

None of what occurred, including
the decline of the city (and democra-
¢y) that set in after the war began,
came between Pericles and Aspasia.
‘Their liaison lasted as long as Pericles
did. He died in 429 B.C. Aspasia made
another strong, though less conspicu-
ous, attachment. And Pericles was
succeeded by Cleon. :

John Newhouse, a staff writer for The
New Yorker, is guest scholar at the

Brookings Institution,

Journal

FRANK RICH

An Inspector Calls

Everyone loves a thriller, and
Broadway got a sensational one last
week, with the arrival of Stephen
Daldry's stunning production of "*An
Inspector Calls.” Yet the most sus-
penseful drama unfolding around
Times Square right now may be off-
stage, where real-life inspectors are
infiltrating the shadowy Damon Run-
yonesque underworld of ticket scalp-
ing. At stake is not only consumer
confidence in the Broadway theater
but aiso an ali-cash criminal econ-
omy generating mitlions of untaxed
dollars in the heart of Rudolph Giull-
ani's hudget-crunched New York.

The star of this production is the
politically ambitious G. Oliver Kop-
pell, who is filling out Robert
Abrams’s term as New York State
Attorney General and is up for elec-
tion this fall. Last month Mr. Koppell
began filing suits against flagrant
out-of-state brokers who scalp Madi-
son Square Garden events like the
Big East basketball tournament and
Barbra Streisand concerts. Next
thing he knew, Mr. Koppell says, “ev-
eryone from parking attendants to
partners in Wall Street law firms”
was cheering him on to widen his
inquiry. Then *“'a number of people
came forward as informants.”

Now a task force involving wo
different divisions of the Attorney
General's office i3 extending the in-
vestigation into Broadway's ticket

distribution system. Mr. Koppell sees

his constituency as the ordinary con-
sumers who are infuriated by their
inability to buy good seats legitimate-
ly, presumably because many of
them are diverted to scalpers.

To sce how large the problem is,
twe Times colleagues put themselves
in the position of out-of-town tourists
who wanted {0 plan a weekend trip to
New York around a Broadway show.

They tried to buy prime orchestra

geats, fifth to tenth row center, by
phone for a Friday or Saturday night
-~ any Friday or Saturday — for five
different plays. And failed each time.

At *The Phantom of the Opera,”
the Telecharge salesperson flatly
said that on Saturdays ‘‘nothing is
available in the center orchestra for
the entire run of the show' — despite
the fact that the run is unlimited. But
nat even “Blood Brothers,” an un-
profitable production on its last legs,
couid filt the order. No wonder tour-
ists turn o scalpers, or give up on

.Broadway altogether,

Mr. Koppell's job is to find out
where all those tickets go, and how
they get there, Few in the theater

doubt that ice plays a major role. lce
is the industry’s term —deﬂvedfrnm
an old machine politiclans’ acronym
for Incldental Campaign Expenses —
for bribes paid by scalpers for prime
tickets at the box office, Since Broad-
way hox offices — and their phone
extensions, like Telecharge — are run
by the theaters’ owners, not the indi-
vidual shows that are tenants, many.
producers are rooting for the Atior
ney General to help them at last gain.
control of their own ticket inventory.

“*Shows are hosts surrounded by par-
asites,” says a producer; he befieves.
one theater emplioyee collected up to
$15,000 tax-free a week in ice at one of
his hits.

Meanwhile, fear reigns. Shortly al-
ter Mr. Koppell’s investigation first
leaked out in The New York Observ-
er, the Shubert Qrganization, Broad-
way's largest theater owner, fired the
manager and box-office statf of is
Philadelphia touring outpost, the For-
rest, but refuses to explain why to

Broadway $canda1
in the wings.

reporters. No producer I contacted
would speak about ice for attribution;
onie refused to talk on the phone and
instructed me to meet him instead in
an anonymous nridtown office.

This is a crucial moment for
Broadway. The pre-Tony Awards
boom is on. After an abominable win-
ter, the street's marquees are alight
again with big names - §
Sondheim, Arthur Miller, Tommy
Tune, Disney. But how many plays
will survive Labor Day? For the first
extended period in memory, nol »
single Broadway show, the big musi-
cals included, is a consistent sellout.

Smart theater people know :that
high ticket prices compounded by
scalping are driving away business
when Broadway needs every custom-
er it can get. Smart politiclans know
that ticket scandals are political
windfalls: Louis Lefkowitz, the Attor-
ney General who uncovered $10 mil-
tion in Broadway ice in 1963, was on
the front page for months. Smart New
Yorkers know that Broadway's
health Is essential to the city's econ-’
omy. With passions like these at plal,
who doubts that Mr. Koppell has the
makings of a smash hit? O

probably had some r since
Pericles, unlike so many of his peers,
was distincily heterosexual. A comic
poet named Hermippus attacked him
for “*erotic instability" in a play called
*King of the Satyrs."

he comic poets were the

pack journalists of the

period, and the theater

was their channel for

smearing and ridical-

ing the prominent.
Since Pericles was being effectively
harassed through Aspasia, it seemed a
good idea to attack other members of
his tiny circle of intimates. One such
was Phidias, Greece's greatest sculp-
tor. Pericles had commissioned him to
build the Parthenon, and in 438 B.C,
about when Pericles’s troubles began,
Phidias was completing the huge gold
and ivory statue of Athena for the
inrer room of the temple.

Abruptly, he was accused of stealing
some of the gold — a charge that
would spatter Pericles, since he wasin
charge of such projects. More serious,
the poets had been hurling charges of
implety and blasphemy against Aspa
sia, and they now accused Phidias of
the same crime,

Phidias was vuinerable: like Aspa.
sia, he had broken new ground, in this
case by carving likenesses of human
beings on Athena's shield. One of the
likenesses, alas, resembled Pericles,
the other Phidias himself, *To carve
recomlimble people on the stawe of

the goddess, writes the classical
scholar Donald Kagan, “was far too
bald for the ordinary citizen, who was
likely to consider it an act of hubris
that could endanger the entire city.”

Meanwhile, Aspasia’s siation was
growing more desperate. Any cltizen
of Athens could bring a legal action
against another citizen, and it was
Hermippus, one of Pericles’s chief tor-
mentors, who formally Indicted her
for implety. He may not have been
acting on his own. By then, a com-
merce-based nouveau riche was form-

ing, and one of its carly leaders was o

seller of hides named Cleon — & kind
of Ross Perot of the day and a sworn
enemy of Pericles. With his verses,
Hermippus became Cleon's flack.

According to Phutarch, “the people

accepted with delight these slanders”
Aspagia and the others. But

. against
Pericles, he adds, got Aspasia spared

“by shedding copious tears at the tria}
.. and by entreating the jurors."”
Exactly what befell Phidias isn't
clear, but he came to a bad end. By one
account he vanished from the city. By
another, he was p.at in prison and died
there. With religious fundamentatists
in full cry, Pericles probably calculat-
ed that he would be able to save only
one of the accused, and inevitably he
used his power to save the woman he
Joved, Pericles himself came through
the attacks on him and Aspasia with-
out lasting injury to his prestige or his

powet.
The blasphemy trials occurred
when Athens was at the peak of its

American success story.

prosperous family.
Then disaster struck.

stockholders.

workers.

iikes-Barre, Pittston, Throop,

Tuscarora—small communities

that could be anywhere in
America but happen to be in the Wyoming
Valley of northeast Pennsyivania. That's
where one of the world's largest manufac-
turers of apparel, Leslie Fay, became an

For four decades, the people of these and
cther communities nurtured a growing
Leslie Fay, Thousands of loyal skilled work-
ers spanning two generations gave their
working lives to Laslie Fay, Not that they
were ever highly paid; their current hourly
wage averages $7.80. But the work was
steady, and they felt part of an increaslngly

The company’s own top executives were
caught in a huge financial scandal. The
$800-million-a-year apparel giant was
thrown inte bankruptcy and its manage-
ment into chaos. By early 1994, Leslle Fay’s
management was at war with its creditors,
under investigation by the U.S. Department
of justice and the Securities and Exchange
Commission, and battling lawsuits by its

Hard-pressed to save themselves, their
big salaries, bonuses and perks, Leslie Fay’s
top executives decided to sacrifice the -

On March 30th, the company
announced that it would shut
down all of its domestic produc-

“We're not going to the
unemployment line without
the fight of our lives”

~ Peart Novak, a Leslie Fay Worker for 46 years, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

tion, throw 2,000 American they shop—to choose sides

workers cut in the street, and between the unrestrained .

send its production to places like greed of a few and the need

Guatemala— a country where of every one of us to be a part

Leslie Fay workers are paid as of our own American

little as 32 cents an hour. success story.
International

Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union
1710 Broadway e New York, N.Y. 10019

212.265-7000

Leslie Fay's management has another
option— one that helips both the company
and its workers.

Mindful of the importance of doing their
parst to help, the workers have made signifi-
cant economic concessions in exchange for
a formal agreement to upgrade technology
and malintain Pennsylvania production jobs.

. Leslie Fay’s workers were—and are—
ready to cooperate with management to
make domestic operations more efficient. In
fact, this is the trend in the industry, as
competitive pressures force manufacturers
to rely more, not less, on U.5. production to
respond quickly to the demands of retailers.

But Leslie Fay’s management has chosen
to go for the fast buck, Durnping the work-
ers is an easy way to raise quick cash, And it
provides a smokescreen for management to
divert attention from its own misdeeds,
Never mind that these “disposable workers”
are 90% women, most over 40 and many
the sole breadwinners for their families, few
of whom can possibly find other jobs in
today's economy.

The Léslie Fay workers are not, however,
about to roll over for this group of moral
outlaws whose reckless management Is
destroying an American success story. Peard
Novak and 2,000 others are prepared to
wage the fight of their lives. With the sup-

port of their union, this will be &
fight in which the American peo-
ple will be asked—where they
live, where they work and where




