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fhildren mewged inly Defective Classes, then Dsfechives, whiszh, topebher

with Feebla-Mioded, berane Menitelly Bandicapped in 198%, Abpormal Shildeen
and Backward Children split off from Defeetive Claaseg. Ir&mm.,. oy and Ovine

was initlated, and Amnesia began 2s 2 ssparste heading.

Mental Hesling began &8s a major hesding (to be changed to Psychoe
therapy in 1941), =nd Foychoanslynis was initilated. ®Psyvhologleal®
speciallsatlion began: Fathelogieal, F@&“@i@l&gﬁ.e&lg and Edupational sube
headings were goon joined by Researsh ang Experimental. Psychologlist
criginated in 1510, snd Psyehological Emaminadion in 1515,

The end of “éa’saﬂﬁ War ¥ fouwnd P@y@halegical {later Psychiatric) Cliniss
and Industrial Peychelogy added wo the list. The lale teenties gontvinuted

Neuprceis, Mongelian, Peychoepathic Wavrds, and Fayehiadry 3

s

self. The last,
- started in 1929, subsumed most of the Listings previcusly under Psyouology,
Patholiogical.

The only new bheadings starited in the "¢hiriles wers Excepiional
Children {later %o absorb Abnormel Children) and Tnsane {luter Mentally X311}
Gare and Treatment. World War I¥ added Psyshologieal Warfare, and Faychlalry <
Wlitary, Ite afiermath might bave been weflected in the eddliden of Thevapy
b0 Mental Disease (lLeter Mentel ITlluess), of Psychiatric Bmplovees to Inmane
{iﬁwa Psychﬁ.atrie} Hogpit als s and i the inddtiation of Feychiastbtrist, Chilg
?ayt‘ziwuryg and Pesychoanalysis and i%ela.gmnn

Changes in termiunlogy {sneh gs Henbal Ilinsss fox Hentsl Disease and
Insanity, Mentelly Handicspped for Feeble-mindsd and Haf‘ect:wex) marksd the
indexing -t%enc‘zssz of the 19580%'s; elong with new aulherdings on Dlegmosis,
Therapy, Behabilitation, snd Soclal Aspects, under Mental Illnzss.

General trends

There 43 1it¥le poind in proving that the fotel nurber of axdicles

. '( - .
writien on menbtal illness, poychiaiey. peyehologys (and many other w’mﬁecﬁs}

[
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one~thirds but Lhere were no reverssls in trend when the number of periodl=
cals indexed was %taken inio accoumni.
Weipghting by the number of pagss contained in each volume of %he

fleader®s Guide cranﬂea the overall spward trends it appears that populsy

wagazine articles on mental illness, psycholegy, raychiatry, &nd ralated
subjects did not incresse in number in relation 4o articles on all oiher

=

aobisots listed in the Zesder's Cuide in the last 59 years.

&

m ) - " - g
the year-jo-yesy trends; however, are the seme regardizss of the WGT

they ave goapuited. What do they show? A glanse ab Figove 1 reveals the

gtriking similariiy of our graphe to the sconomie frends of the naticn,

g

‘,33

or exposure te) articles on mental lness, peychiatry,

&
R}
Es
5]
L
tte
pu
e
i
e
&
¥
{,an’t
hncd
Fanld

and psychology appears o rise in war and prospveriity, and fall during depreas

1 2 &
glon or recession,
THE NEF YORK TLHES

%5

Oup h& forieal suwrvey of ress COTErags was ﬁlmisec o steries pubdished

in the New York Timesz and li&beﬂ in the New York Times Indes, published sinee

1913, under neadings identieal

Guide. The method of measurement was in standard pages snd fraciions of

' A
pages of e"ﬁmeya eupied by story listings ander these headings. The
23 of the In eeupied By story listings under these heading i

results can be zsen in Table I

#iha magasines which sooounbted 2or &b mereent of ai 1 isbings for the entirs
period wers, in order of *roancnqy of erticlest Ssisnce Nems Léﬁtﬂr@ Solenne
Dlgeﬁuﬁ Tines, Newsweek. Reader's Dipest, Today's mﬁaiﬁhs Lifes Loponeb, N, le
Times mﬁg&queﬁ The Satyrdsy »e?*erg Scientiiie American and th
EvLﬁmng Tost. For g more debailed acceount of the shifte of asite
il 4

i (2

aubients and of magazine publicetions patlerns ses ¥Trends in

ef Hendal Lwdm a5, fsychiatric and PsyehalogiaaA Subjects in Popular Magszine
by the present author, in press. t

#¥The “9+aﬁlw“d page® wop the 1990-1950 average of EEuJ Words per page. Thig
method of measurement was vsed o eliminate the sffects of type and fomant

changes in the bound volumes.



- % ~;

Figuye 2 compsyres brends in coverage in the New “ii’c vk Times and

3

the frequency of magazine artlaes weighted by the nusber ol psricdicals

indexed in the Reosder'®s Guide. It shows that the upe and downs wers

sarlier and more viclent in the newspspers; zs we might expsct eospecizlly

o
O
Lot
=
)
&
¥
@
b
‘m{a
o
o
s
e
§

in comperison with a composidte index of many magazines will

orial policies aud publisstion dates.

Figore 2 sbout here

The high peak around 1925 reflected a wash of legel, institutionsl.
and orime gstories sboub inganity and an apparent precccunsbtion with
Upligious manias® and with the supposed {hawmful) sffectz of prohibition

h of nows

&)
&

on men'bal illness. %he similar high point in 19k3 was the me

sbout postwar internablonal devsl Dmierz bgs g&bout sheppedsup legial ative

ja]

snd prganizationsl zobividtles, and of ihe growming impaet of sbtudies of dhe
causes of Avmy draft rejectlons. The news values of thess 3&1‘1}3@3@3"&;3 appavently
t

surpassed thelr usefulness as smaterials Tor nagazine as-?mme o3 bhe magazine

trend shows relatively slight humps for these two peri@éﬁe
MOVIES

The Froguetion Code ﬁéd@r@sﬁfaﬁm of the Hotion Pioture Lssociation
of Amevics, Ine., places its Seal of ﬁppﬁ:;wai on aboud 95 percent of all come
sereial movies exbibibed in the United States. In the ecouvrse of iis revisuy,
the POA also classifies sach film by “hyps,* Vsigelificand story é:éemezztsﬁ
and other categoriag.

One category of £ilm ®{ypes® ig * ﬁy&m},@b&% # Table L shows the



C:)SE‘J %‘

numher and percentege of Filmg the PCA considered "pavehslogical® from 190k

., n & %,

Less than four oub of evary handred feature filme feil

el
fed
@

i

1

intd this sabegovy, the oubpud of Ymevcholioglesl® movies ranged from 25

1947 4o none in 195k,

Pable L sbout hers

R

2

s 4838 exglusive, -ﬁl&&séiﬁm tion ig one which notes significand
sEOTY 'e}_em.em:;s“ in each film. A& yeavrly couvndt of these from 15 'é;hz“zmg};.

able 5 shows that nearly one i‘ﬁ Gen film#condsined significany
Yosvehologioal® mwy slaments in the opinion of the FCL coder. The ¥psyche

s,

rose 1o 8 high of 18,4 poreent of all films relessed

o
]
&
i
Tuta
]
el
b
[¢4]
frud
&
b
2]
t‘;v_
pac
)
*'5

in 195k f2ll to a low of 2.3 perosent in 1954, 20d rose sgein in

W
3
o=
gy
Bj
)
6@
z«h

3 lustration of thess trends ses Figupe 3 below)

Table ¥ about here

rph £73 sz:am:a

&

A checl on the types of fitms most iikely %o include sig

o agfchm, gicel? story slewenis showed morder ﬂ;jatw:\f leading wi

@'?-

o hi ;c.mm%}
of wush films (bub orldy 17 peveendt of all films). Scienge Tiction and horror

films acounted for 11 pepeent of thoese involy

v.d.
Cm

“payencliogical?® gitory ele~

mends {bub only b pereent of all films).
TELEVISION

Dur eatimgte of wends in the portraysl of mendal illuness and ments
haglih mfesswmis on belevision cane from the files of a network censor.
T4 is 1limised to filmed programs, bolh old movies and filmed TV shows,

agiessed from a clesrancs file whicsh condkaing & record of all films goresned

da

Tor 8 censiied aceount of the content anslysis sse



for teiscasgt over the network. This record includes & helef symopsis of sach

o i o 5 . . 2 2P o F Y, . b ‘
progean and of Eeﬂeafﬁnep action talen, i7 any, Thus we ecould tabulat

ineidence of filwed programs corba

PRt
LI

ieant enough o be noted in the sy amaega

The resvlis can be seen by year on Table 6. Begirmning in sppreciable

numbers in 195, the frequency of relsvant material scresned for nelwork

telecash came to a peak in 1957, then declineds

Table & akoub here

& check on the cigsor's own elsssification of velevant progyang rse

vealed that menhal illness thewss and poriy

58 the et powirayels were mosh 1iksly o ocoour
in TV “ﬁfam&” {5 pereent) and musbtery {28 peveent) and in feature movie

myatery {17 percent) and "drama® (20 gercent).

A comparizson of dtvends in ths four media will be found on Figure 3,
0f gourge, the comparigen doszs not lnwolve amounts of maberisl: thab is,

the bobbom graphs do not necessavily mean Tower anlts of relevant conbtenid

than the top graphs. The figurs is é9315neﬁ 0 mompare only relative

bendencies, #nd not magnidudes, in bthe pressz, movie, ma@&aln93 and TV Yegvers

spe? of mentsl illness, psychological and psychistyic subjsobs.

Figure 3 aboul have

CONCLUSIONS

Despite cbviouvs &13fer :neas | atiribotable to eertain characheristics

and business conditions unigne 4o oach me edium} bthere ave broad aimlaari@ieﬁ

among the mass medis ia the amound of atient sion devobed o onz bopios.

These sinilarliies appssy &

el

(o]

be anchored in basic productive develop

metits of soclety. The psyehe seems to recelve 3 greatsr shave of abttentinn

TR LD



m}_g B

when Johnny goss marching off, or moves to the suburbs, or buys 2 new car,
then ﬁﬁﬂﬁ he might be concerned aboub 2 Job, or the vendt,; or the monthly
paynents. Yhrinally every low point in relevant output marks & depraasion
ay recessiong this iz true also when velevanh material is messured as
_refe tage ol botal oubpuls.

rﬂnag in news and other non=fiction are not independenty from
surrents in popular fiction and drama. Information and eduestion might nol
ba so far removesd from what we czll enterdsinment and escaps s it is comnmon~
iy supposed. It may be thet we do not really “egcaps® the congerns that
ioom large in the “r@ality‘nﬁterialﬁ pf news and non-fiction when we Lurn o
entvertainment, bub only b u?ansforﬁ then inkc conventienzlly stylized Fiehional
end dramabic formsg,

CAny atbempt o communiecsts ildess or change attiiudss abouni wenial

3

iilness and the mentsl h@ Lth professions galls for a bpoad concesn with
the full eulturdl convexd in whieh messages and images ave peveslved.

Limiting the coneern %o hactiss of message-msripulation or to sirategies of

vesenting information alone are likely to be lnadeqgunte to the task.

T
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