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FAX to Vatasha Gordon {215 387-1560)

 From Ben Bagdikian . (FAX 510-848—2779)
July 28, 1997 —'.”r, o P

’ &

Natasha Gordon ) ‘ :

Cultural Environment Movement

f 3508 Market Street, Suite B-OBD
Phlladelphla, PA 19104 L

Dear Natasha Gordon,‘”’

I am very much in faver of a serious legal examination of

the Judlczal decision _that granted First Amendment rights to

_corporations on grounds that a corporatlon is a person“‘underform’:“m”

the COnstltutxon.

> An attack on thls was proposed to me over a year ago on. a'VV
1 ba515 that 1. dlsagreed with: to rewrite the First ‘Amendment in
- ‘order to apply the amendment solely to human beings and not-

corporate entities. I dlsagreed with that on grounds that I fear SRR

the unintended consequences of ‘opening up the First Amendment to

‘a.revision. A revision, particularly at this time in our: hzstory"{;”'eﬂ',
of corporate-legal power, could lead to corporate revision of the - .

-Amendment. to corporate advantage over . 1ndxv1duals, or,

alternatzvely, ‘easily use its. Financial resources to defeat tne .

complex political process of amendlng the U.S. Constxtutlon.

I am, however very much in favor of a: ser1ous examlnatlon
lookang to the. p0551b111ty of attacking the 1886 court dec131on
. that granted corporations equal First Amendment rlqhts wrth -
ind1v1dual human belngs. That seems to me worth pursulnq.

o It w111 be d:fflcult cons;derlng corporate money and leqal
power, and the conservatlve bent of the current high court. And
it will not happen ‘overnight. But it has precedent and with
enouqh first-rate pro bono legal teams and. growing publlc
-awareness of the. dramatlc growth of corporate power in. our
. society, a legal challenqe might succeed - (the 1954. court.

f cverthrew Ferguson Ve Plessy when they dec1ded Brown v._Board of f'

Educatlon)

L

Iir there were a meetlng in- Phlladelphla, I mlght be able to Co

L attend sometlme in: the flrst or thlrd ‘week of November.‘;

matter.-‘ S o
. Slncerely, ey
' f’“—/ / o

{Ben o, Bagdikian

So, yes, I am 1n favor and 1f p0351b1e.11 would meet on the}





