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VIOLENCE PREVENTION STRATEGIES

_When “Stop the violence" ls met by "I can’t belleve What you say, becanse I see what S
- '-‘/0“"0 Moo et e e e T e o _ o

- by Ivan Juzang, Presrdent _
MEEProductlons, Ine, .

Vlolence mvolvmg youth is an rssue that is at the forefront of Amerxcan g

: _' f conscrousness. It is mescapable whether on our televrsron and movre sereehs, _or on our
'Street corners The search t‘or soluuons 10- vrolence eSpecrally as perpetrated by young
Afncan Amencan males has produced much heat yet llttle hght ' '

Part ot‘ the roadblock to formulatmg real solutlons is that aclults look to the wrong

' p]aces when seek.mg answers. _ Instead of decrymg the drsﬂlusnmment and uncarmg attrtudes '
. . of today s youth we adults need to examme ourselves For where do our klds get the o
3 '_._message that v1olenee is. an acceptable means to solve dlsagreements‘? From us - from our |
| '-.;_own domestre d1Sputes from. our actxon movie heroes from our tough-as-naﬂs sports 1dols e
S | '_(what about racrst negatwe stereotypes anrl why mamstream Amerlea has no - o
B o credsblllty??) The reahty is I'.hat beeause of the eonﬂrctmg messages' "Arnenca s. role
B models" present mamstrearn Amerrea has no credrblhty when it espouses violence .
i : | 'preventlon messages The retort from urban youth tough as 1t isto swallow 1s “I can t

| beheve what you say. beeause I see what you dol . _' S

Vrolence 1s not a youth 1ssue not a Black and Wh1te 1ssue, not a poor pe0p1e 1ssue

B - It 1s a umquely Amencan problem._ Even when we. factor out vrolence perpetrated by
o '_'mmorltles (who seem to recewe the most mtense medla and polmcal scrutmy) the: Umted
o _. _'i-'States is st111 ﬁve umes more vrolent than any other 1ndustr1altzed nation. Vrolence isa
S :_' --'reflectlon of our entn‘e socrety, ancl all of 1ts members must work together o forge soluuons -
- i Vrolence has always been a thread runnmg through the fabnc of Amenca s hlstory, - s
. ever smce the ﬁrst settlers had to get nd of a few bothersome Indtans here m the “New .
_- .-World " As a soetety we have always managed to Jusufy some forms of v1olence as a_ -
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'means of self-protechon or self preservatron (what about slavery and its. 100’5 ol‘ years
legacy on both blacks and whttes ) Once we begrn to understand that Vlolence mvolvmg
youth 1s not an. lsolated phenomenon but 1s rooted in the vrolence that has long been a part
s _of our natronal culture, we can begtn to thmk drtferently about desrgmng strategtes to combat
o it Vtolence preventlon 1s not a program, 1t 1s a mmdset - , R
7 I_ o But we must act oW, - In the 90’5, _vrolence has become more mtense, and most .
S ;srgmftcantly, more deadly than ever. Though dlsputes and drsagreements are nothmg new, . .
espec1a11y among young males, mstead of bemg resolved wrth a snappy putdown, or even a |
f1srt”1ght they are more 11ke1y to be ended by gunfire. - o
. ‘Bach generatron of this’ nations’ young people have. become 1ncreasmg1y wrllmg ouse
o (or mis-use) v1olence as a'means of conflict resolunon The bolder. _what-do-l—have-to lose |
. attitude of today § urban youth is merely the Culmmatton of cycles upon: cycles of bad
decrstons And DOW, tragtcally, both. the v1ctnns and perpetrators are younger than ever, - _
YOung Black males are dtsproportlonately affected by vrolence, both as perpetrators
o L and v1ctrrns. Asa soc1ety we have been qmck to blame the victim, to- write this "hlp-hop
o generauon off dtsmtssrng all of its members with' the same. w1de brush strokes. Yet we
| underestunate thetr resrhency and dtverstty They too deserve to have a shot at the Amerrcan
:-'dream : L L - '
We cannot 1gnore the overarchmg 1ssues of racrsm, poverty and the lack of ]O'OS, _
| fwhen we drscuss vrolence. but we rnust also not let ourselves be paralyzed by them., We
| recogmze that mstttutlonaltzed rac1sm and the legacy of slavery have been major factoxs 111- "
- turmng our young black men off to partlctpatron in "the system " One or two negattve
= _l experrences, no matter how tnevrtable can be enough to-shatter the conftdence and resolve of
2 ‘the oppressed souls, whose trust m the system remams fragtle, at’ best o
Therefore we need new; fresh holtsttc approaches to the 1ncreasmg vrolence in thts :

- "f:natron - strategtes aimed not solely at youth but also at adults. As adulis, we must come o

| grips. wrth two. patnful facts ay that we ourselvcs, have not modeled effective conﬂtct |
e ‘resolutton behavtor and (2) our attempts o stop v1olence mvolvlng youth have, by a.nd _

- '3':--large faﬂed Our vrolcnee preventlon efforts must be resrructured 0 motivate and :nsprre

e every segment of soc1cty oommumty leaders, youth service prov1ders, teachers parents and

':'-the youth themselves mto posttrve actlon L =
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As a commumcanons company specralrzmg in 1ssues tmpactrng urban youth MEE

“:;commumty-sensrttve, research based recommendatrons that provrde the essentral tools to i

o _' attract and retain youth in programs that work. Our research shows that;

o= Peer pressure and acceptance 1s i factor that must not be overlooked Many urban

0 - invasion of personal space or a challenge o an lndrvrdual‘s 1dent1ty could be a tngger for

: _ ”vrolenoe In addttron ‘many wﬂd cannons belteve that they can rarse thelr esteem wrthrn

K - '_f._the peer. group and commumty by acts of randonm vrolence [When the Image of the Peer o

a4

. Productrons Inc, has donc ‘years of research into the causes and effects of violence, - We offer'_, :

T ,youth feel that they must save face among thetr peer. group when confronted Any percetved -

':'Group or rannly is at stake, some. urban youth feel that they must resort to violence m )

| ~order to. maintain the image w1th wluch they so closely identrt‘y When a percelved

. . '_insult takes place from outsrde the group @i.e. peer group, famﬂy group, extended _
| . '-famlly, efc.), an. mdtvidual often t'eels that some member of the group must respond. Lo i
T _ .'f"-__"The feelmg :s‘ "If you don’t do it [seek reVenge], then I’ll do it." Peer Pressure forces _ ..
. .:_youth to seek a wolent resolutron to confrontatlon in order to save face wrthm the
"'-group, i.e., "You re a punk 1t‘ you don’t do anythmg "o . |

- Another tmportant factor is the mcreased access to guns-at all. levels of soctety We

fhave become a trigger happy-socrety, maktng the streets a dangerous place 10 be. These

: 'days a young black maIe stands more of a ehance of berng krIled rrght m h.lS own i S
' __:';nc1ghborhood than he would have 20 years ago betng sent to ﬁght in Vremam |

. Whrle today § younger generatton has become more accustomed to vrolence they
seem 10 be unconcerned abont the consequences of thetr own- v1olent acts ie. death or -

L '-mcarceranon o

: -Some urban youth carty guns not because they 1ntend to comnnt a v1oIent act, but as - -

o _.get h1m before he gets me

N _'..'a deterrent from bemg attacked themselvcs or for protecnon The reason that ''m gorng o -

- Drug and alcohol use. and abuse nnpacts youth vrolence People under the mﬂuence" R

' -:of aIcohol rnarrjuana and cocarne are more likely than uon—users to’ commtt aets ot‘ v1olence
i In addtuon, drug—related transacttons are ltkely places for the occurrence of v101encc L
- The rnedra plays an mcreasrngly rnappropnate role in det“mmg acceptable behavror

: and values for youth It bas descnsmzcd them 0 v1olence 0 the point where it has become }
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E almost acceptable for any confrontatlon or dtsagreement to end vrolently [ALSO - Medla
trains young people to vlew themselves asa minonty | B e
- The medla also ms1dtously hurt the youth by perpetratmg stereotypes about them, -
'negatrve messages that they Iater mternaltze In addmon these stereotypes make 1t possrble"
for adults to believe that the negative messages we sce and hear are accurate. We begm to - .
j :wonder if today’ s youth are really worth savmg, lowermg our expectattons, mstead of |
_'_."exhortrng and Supporting | them on to success | . o o
: - Young people tell us that they lack the mformatlon they need in order to make ltfe—_ -.
- and-death decisions. Yormg people are poorly mformed of step—by step processes to achleve _
- "I-thelr dreams and ambxuons are unaware of “healtlner" 'alternattve o 1nuned1ate grattﬁcanon.' o
Some cornmumcatton strategtes whtch need to be consrdered L

-' S Before you deal in any way wuh \trolence tnvolvmg youth you must understand 1ts :

_ > namre and. c1rcumstances We must for example explode the stereotype that. all youth are . |
into gang- vrolence In fact most of therr vrolence is tperpetrated agamst farmly and fnends. -
S Therefore, addlttonal study is needed to unearth the root causes of this ‘epidemic of vrolenee, o

research that rdentlfies effeetlve "stop the vrolenee" messages, wluch educate the masses

s "_about the _a_l 1ssues | o S _ L

| .- The creanon of more recovery messages Whrle most publtc service. eampargns

_ '_ -have eoncentrated on vrolence prevennon messages recovery has been overlooked These
: efforts are needed to brmg back young men and women who may have made a recent

Y nustake but who want o reenter the mamstrearn

- We desperateiy need our: commumtres to become more tnvolved A caring, "vrllage o

- . can prov1de wrder opuons for our youth more pos1t1ve channels mto wlueh .they can put -
o theu: epergies. A’ network must be created to_provide preventlon messages treatment early -

mterventton and recovery strateg1es We must demand a nauonal comrmtment of resources

L “to this. effort allowmg us to reclaim our youth by re-enrollmg dropouts, or prov1dmg
B treatment for those who have gone astray. If we don t save them now, we are only

- increasing the prebabrluy that they will engage in at risk behavror. Supportmg our young
- people is making 2 crucial mvestment in our future [We want aTeturn but are we wﬂling
| __-_to invest m our young pcople?] ' _ o
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Comrnumty revrtalrzatron 1s a crucral factor At the mdtvrdual and economrc level

B we must slow down the bram dram that takes place as the cornmunrty s rnore afﬂuent

o _mernber leave for "brrghter pastures " T he econornn: drain i is no less devastatmg We: rnust

_:encourage these role models to remam rooted 1n thetr home bases. if not by thetr chorce of

i _resrdence, then in thett eornmrtment to grve back to youth through the mvesunent of therr |

"'7“".':=_'t1rneandmoney RS S “\

- We need to truly hsten to our young people and give them messages of hope and

o recovery However, it is crrtrcal that those messages are grounded in the: culture of urban '

: -"youth in order to be effectrve Culturally posrtrve messages give youth the etnouonal and
problem—solvrng skrlls they need to wrthstand the. mevrtable drsappomttnents of life.

e -'Increased self- prrde and: self esteem. wrll prove mvaluable assets in the chrnb toward o

.' a_'

| prosperlty _ o . . :
-~ Weneed greater empowerment of urban youth through entrepreneurshrp programs

- ,By learmng the ins and outs of running a busrness, and makmg one’s own demsms youth
o _::_erl ﬁnd that many of the skrlls that. have stood them well in the streets are POSIUVC forces in

_'thrs new arena Entrepreneurshlp also provrdes a urnque outlet for thCII' boundless creatmty

'- | _Even if these young busrness person later decrde to. become employees rather than employers, .
othe expenences gamed will make for rnuch richer exrstence In addition, the self-'

’]_factualrzatron garned through berng one s own boss enables youth to better resrst peer pressure

o -3and rts sometrmes negatrve effects _.', Gl o

- The Afncan Amertcan communrty asa whole must take more ownershtp of the

e _mtnds and hearts of 1ts young If we don t eontrol our 1nstrtuttons then we don t cont.rol

S _who has. access to our young people We need o play a more actrve role in. deternnmng

F ,what messages should be and are passed on to our. young

. We must revrew natlonal and local. laws and regulattons meant to. lower the rtsk of

| vrolent behavror and vrctnnrzatton Suoh laws 1nc1ude the prohrbrtron agamst certarn

: _"_.-'ﬁrearms new gun lrcensmg requtrcments curbmg v1olent deprctrons in the medra and

o .;_-Pohaes against brmgmg weapons to school Many have already been enacted but they are-

_:__”_i_-often nerther wrdely known of adequately’ enforced

Wrth the renewed mterest in "warrrors like Malcolm X and the Black Panthers
o young Afrrcan Amertcans are m some. ways returmng to-the consc1ousness of the 1960’
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I_ Tlns is thelr nme to. move forward Though then' mnate res:lxency has enabled them to- .
o survrve the effects of poverty, !'aClSIIl and econormc oppress1on thrs buoyancy does not last

- forever We must act now to end therr ex1stence as an endangered spec1es " [We must act_r,_ i '

B now and walk our talk 1f we want young people to beheve what we say ]
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NADAP ARTICLE - I..

(VIOLENCE PREVENTION STRATEGIES)

. HOTIROELL ENGEATIORAL ENTIMVONENT -

' Wheh “Stop the vmlence“ is  met by "I can’t helleve what you say, because I see what K !
,yoo do." ' ' o ' '

: ' by Ivan Juzang, Prestdent '

MEE Producttons, Inc. :

Youth v1olence 1s an 1ssue that is- at the forefront of Amerrcan s conscrousness It 1s '
L mescapable whether on our televrslon and movre screens or on our. street Cormers. .’I‘he

fsearch for soluttons to vrolence especrally as perpetrated by young Afncan Amencan males o

B has produced much heat yet httle lrght
v B Part of. the roadblock to formulatmg real solutlons 1s that adults look to the wrong
‘plaees when seekmg answers. Instead of decrylng the dlslllusmnment and ‘uncaring attttudes
~of today 3 y0uth we adults need 10} examme ourselves For where do our luds get the '
-message that v1olence is an aeeeptable means to solve d1sagreements? From us. The retort
. '_ . from urban youth tough as it is to swallow is: "I can’ tbeheve what you say, because I see
u'::":.whatyoudol“ o e TR | 'f |
E Vtolence 1s not a youth tssue not a Black and Whlte 1ssue not a poor people ) 1ssue : '
B f-':'.It is an Amertean problem. | Even when we factor out v1olence perpetrated by minorities -
. (who seem to recewe the most mtense medla and polmoal scrutmy), the Umted States 1s tLll_ '
4_ ....:f'ﬁve hmes ‘more vrolent than any other 1ndustnahzed natron Vtolence isa reflectxon of our :
' f_ :enttre socrety and all of 1ts members must be prepared to work together to forge soluttons
: -:: -‘Vlolence preventton 1s not a program, 1t 1s a mmdset ' P S _
L B We canmot 1gnore the overarchmg 1ssues of rac1sm poverty and the lack of ]obs | |
- i_ _'_,-.when we. drseuss vrolence but we must also not Tet ourselves be paralyzed by them. . We
_ s cannot afford to watt In the 90’5, v1olenee has become more mtense and most smmﬁcantly, _
' . more deadly than ever Though dtsputes and dtsagreements are nothmg new among young
o -‘Black males, mternahzed oppressron (1 e Gy mtra ractsm) and easy access to guns makes 1t
- now more llkely o be ended by gunﬂre o ' '
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i _.- We desperately need our cormnumtres to become more mvolved A cartng v111age
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| As 8 commumcattons company specraltztng in tssues mtpactmg urban youth MEE
'_ Producttons Inc has done years of research mto the causes and effects of. v1olence :

Some commumcatton strategtes whrch need to. be cons1dered

- Before you deal m any way. w1th youth v101enoe, you must understand 1ts natdre and_

: ctrcumstances We must for example, explode the stereotype that all youth are mto gang
Vtolence In fact most ot‘ thetr v1oIenoe is perpetrated agamst famﬂy and friends. We need
o _—_:'addtttonal study to unearth the root causes of this epidemic. ' :

= The creatton of more recovery messages Whtle most publtc service campatgns

: _efforts are needed to brtng back young: men and women who may have made a recent

iican provrde wrder opttons for our youth more posttrve channels tnto whtch they can put

'w111 engage in at rtsk behavror We must see supporttng our young people as maktng an
| -mvestment in our future We want a retum but are we. w11hng to mvest in our young
'_'-peOPle? g IR PRt o
. - We need’ greater empowerment of urban youth through entrepreneurshtp programs

_By runmng a busrness youth w111 t"md that rnany of the skills that have stood them well in

_the streets are posmve forces in thts new’ arena Entrepreneurshtp also provides a umque

- Outlet for thetr boundless creatwrty and heIps them better re51st peer pressure and its

- '_.somettmes neganve effects

' . thh the renewed mterest tn wamors" Itke Malcolrn X and the Black Panthers. |
_f young Afrtcan Amencans are. m sotne ways rctunnng to the consetousness of the 1960’s.
"_Thts is their tu'ne to move forward Though theu‘ mnate resﬂtency has. enabled them to

L .'[have concentrated on v1olence preventton messages recovery has been: overlooked These :

- . "thetr energtes If we don 1 save thetn now we are only mcreasrng the probabtltty that they |

s survrve the effects of poverty, ractsm and economic: oppressron, I.hls buoyancy does not laSt _
i‘_jforever We must act now and walk our talk 1f we want young people 10 believe What we

sy,



