BEN H. BAGDIRTAN

25 STONEWALL ROAD A {
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 24705

January 13, 1991

Prof. George Gerbner

The Annenberg School for Communication
University of Pennsylvania

3620 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6220

Dear George:

In reply to your January 3 letter, I agree that the time is
ripe, in truth, overdue, for the organization of a broad movement
of mass media reform based on humanistic values. I will be happy
to join in that effort in any way that I can, including}| if the
organizers desire it, membership on the Steering Committee.

The general approach in ‘the document seems sound. I also
agree that it is dimportant to bring together a coalition of
existing national and international organizations that have in
their individual &endas a high priority for the movement's
approach and goals. I am thinking of groups like the PTA (I
remember their frustrated year-long effort at reducing gratuitous
sex and violence on television) and ACT, with children's
programming.

Might the provisional title, "Cultural Environmental
Movement" be too broad? I understand its underlying meaning, to
heighten consciousness that "culture,” in the sense of societal
forces that impart values and visions has a new character in
modern society: the universality, pervasiveness, and
propagandistic techniques of the mass media, But doesn't
"cultural environment" require a further reminder that we are
dealing with a new actor that has alarming power to override or
erode for narrow commercial purposes traditional culture as
imparted by family, school, religion, history, etc. And may not
"culture” in the title also imply +to much of the public, "high
culture” like drama, opera, dance, etc.?

You, I suspect, are as tired as I am of the term, "mass
media," but in the title, might that not make the focus of the
movement more clear and precise?

I am heartened by this new activity and by the fact that you
are in a leadership role. Count me in.

With all hest wishes,

Reg

Bagdikian



~ BEN H. BAGDIKTAN
25 STONEWALL ROAD
BERKELEY. CALIFORNIA 94705

February 26, 1991

George Gerbner

The Annenberdg School for Communication
University of Pennsylvania

3620 Walnut Street

Philadelphia PA 19104-6220

Dear George
I'm sorry. that I cannot attend any of the
three meetings mentioned in your February 19 letter..

But be assured that my interest in the prOJect remains
high.

I would much apprec1ate rece1v1ng whatever
materials come -out of the meetings.

With all best w1shes for these 1mportant
meetings and for you,

Sincerely,




January 31, 1993

Prof. Ben Bagdikian
25 Stonewall Rd.
Berkeley, CA 94705
510 848 2226

Dear Ben:

it was a pleasure to see you and have your advice on
CEM at our recent meeting in San Francisco. I am back from
another trip (see enclosed brief report) and am writing now
to follow up our brief discussion about our new book
project.

Having completed a volume, Triumph of the Image: The
Media’s War in the Persian Gulf, which has been very well
received (the 2nd edition is in press), we are planning a
new volume on the dimensions of the many underlying crises
in the contemporary era. Tentatively, the work will be
entitled, "Invisible Crises." What we have in mind can be
summed up as follows:

Triumph of the Image demonstrated that it is now
possible to blanket the globe with selected images of crises
-~ both real and contrived -- and use them to force an
outcome. By the same token, it is also possible to blank
out critical conditions and developments whose imagery would
pose an unacceptable challenge to the structure of culture-
power. These are the "invisible crises"™ of the book project
we would like you to join.

When most of the world’s countries used the forum of
Unesco to voice a desire for a more equitable global
communications, Western media demonized Unesco, paved the
way for U.S. withdrawal, and imposed media silence on
international culture policy developments. Highly
publicized (and later discredited) threats to Americans in a
Berlin disco, Granadian hospital, or Panamanian suburbs led
to subsequent bombings and invasions -- and then silence.
The global spectacular in the Persian Gulf, described in
Triumph of the Image, blotted ocut images of indiscriminate
slaughter on the ground and the destruction of life-
sustaining infrastructure. Images of starving Somalian
children compel our government, when it becomes politically
expedient, to send an expeditionary force to a country, and
continent, still dark for most Americans in the absence of
sustained media interest and coverage.

Invisible crises include the promotion of practices
that drug, hurt, poison, and kill thousands every day:;
portravals that dehumanize and stigmatize; cults of violence
that desensitize, terrorize and brutalize; the growing siege
mentality of our cities; the drift toward ecological



suicide; the gilent crumbling of our own infrastructure;
widening resource gaps and the most glaring inequalities in
the industrial world; the costly neglect of vital
institutions such as publlc education and the arts; and
media-assisted make-believe image politics corrupting the
electoral process.

Hidden from public sight and mind, the invisible crises
threaten our democracy and existence even more than the
crises we know about, or think we know about. Deprived of
sustained attention but bombarded by eruptions of surface
consequences (often presented as unique events stripped of
historical context), people are bewildered, fearful, angry,
and ¢ynical. Underlying all of this is the profound general
crisis of social vision, public communication, and
representative government,

This volume will explore such unattended crises,
analyze why they are hidden, and focus on the 1ncrea51ng
concentration of Culture—power that keeps them from view.

In addition to the issues mentioned above, it will examine
the general crisis of our era and its already observable
nanifestations in the changing locus of national
soverelgnty, international law and organization, the control
of economic and cultural resources, and personal (and
national) identity, integrity and autohomy.

We envisage a work of essays of approximately 20-30
double-spaced pages. Each essay will be the work of an
exceptionally qualified writer/scholar. We hope this
project interests you and we invite your contribution. I
hope vou will be willing to write the key chapter on media
concentration. We are working toward an end-of-May, 19923,
manuscript completion date.

Please let us know before the end of February if you
can Jjoin us. and give us a brief description of your
contribution so that we can anticipate the range and scope
of the volume. We are excited about this project and are
eagerly awalting your response.

Sincerely,

George Gerbner with Hamid Mowlana (American University) and
Herbert I. Schiller (University of cCalifornia, San Diego)
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BEN H. BAGDIKTIAN
25 STONEWALL ROAD
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94705

August 30, 1996

Dr. George Gerbney

Cultural Environment Movement
Box 31847

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Dear George,

I am flattered to be asked to join the CEM
Board. AS you know, vou and vour work have been an
inspiration for me over many vears. And I agree
wholeheartedlyvy with vour values and those in CEM
{(which I mention in a just-written new edition of
one of mv books).

My hesitation is being available during the
right time and vlaces for gatherings of the Board.
For example. during much of October I will be in
Asia and, like many others, family obligations often
make it difficult to attend meetings at crucial
times.

If those are not a disadvantage for vour wise
goal of an activist board, I will be honored to
join. But I do mention my disadvantages with all
sericusness.

, I was much pleased by reports of the Convention
in St. Louis. I congratulate vou for it.

H. Bagdikian



November 14, 1996

Ben Bagdikian
via fax 510 2779

Dear Ben:

We regret you canot attend the retreat at Asilomar, will
miss you, and wish complete and speedy recovery.

With best regards




1@-28-1988 . 5:38PM FROM BAGDIKIAN/GRIFF I;i'H 518 848 2779

Ben H. Bagdikizan

- 25 Stonewall Road
Berkeley, California %4705

Outober 29, 1996

FAX to George Gerbner, CEM, (215-387-1560)
From Ben Bagdikian {FAX 510-848-2779)

Dear George,

I plan tc be present for the Saturday session at Asilomar.
Until I returned from my recent Asia frip, I could not be sure,
which 1s why I am long past deadline on signing up.

wWhen it is convenient, could someone in your office send me
the Saturday program, when it is established. I‘m mostly
interested in the starting and ending time of the business
session.

I hope I will also be able to come down for the Friday night
dinner. The time of that also will be helpful. If Friday night
lodging reguires some action on my part, could you let me know?

Marlene regrets that she cannot make it, =0 I711 be alone.

Best wishes.

Ben

2







BENH. BAGDIKTAN
25 STONEWALL ROAD
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 84705

CJune 26, 1997

Dr. George Gerbner

President

Cultural Environment Movement
Box 31847

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Dear George,

Thanks for the report and vour note on the May
meeting and results. I'm delighted at the szense of
movement.

I’ve enclosed a page of a talk T gave recently
at the General Assembly of the Unitarian :
Universalist Agsociation, in which, among other
things, I urged people to join CEM. I gave CEM’s
address to people who showed interest, and there
were a number of such people. At that Assembly, I,
too, sensed a growing outrage at the continued
refusal of broadcasters to mest public interest
cbligations and at continued anti-social, anti~
children programming.

(I also enclose the new 5th edition of The
Media Monopoly with a new Preface and Afterword.)

You are far ahead of me on any ideas for
funding or alliances. But the Veatch Foundation is
Unitarian-based and social action oriented.

On the action against network refusal to accept
ads, is it possible that another party in the
alliance with Ad Busters could be the AFL-CIO?
Public Broadcasting has refused to let them sSponsor
a4 program on workers, even though CPB permits
business firms to sponsor programs on finance and
investing.

I hope, finally, to get together at the next
West Coast meeting.

War%,feggyés,

/%eﬁ/ . Bagdikian
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e Bos;t'ém WASPs, the brutish, Puritan
buccaneers of that closed-in, sealed-up

~world that held Bradlee from infancy. It

is noteworthy that in his numberless an-
imadversions on Harvard, he omits men-
tion of his failed campaign to get himself

elected to the Board of Overseers. Some--

thing’s eating at him, or so it would seem
of a person who has consulted five shrinks
over the years. '
Bradlee’s relationship with President
John Kennedy takes up a fair portion of
the book. Some may find it unbelievable
that Bradlee, who spent so much time
palling around with Kennedy, could have
no idea that the man suffered from third-
stage priapism, that he was even having
an affair with Bradlee’s sister-in-law and
Bradlee didn’t-know it. But if Bradlee

says he didn’t know it, he didn’t. He’s a

“truthful man.

Had Bradlee known, what would he
have done? He wouldn’t have published
tales of the President sleeping with his
sister-in-law, but sleeping with a girl-
friend of one of the nation’s top mobsters
is a different matter. He probably would
have turned Kennedy in, so to speak. In
the last analysis his newspaper came first.

When Bradlee was a young man, in a
deranged moment he enrolled in a fiction
writing class at the New School, taught
by James T. Farrell. Farrell told him that
he couldn’t describe emotion. It is hard
to think of a personality less suited to
confessional literature, but while we await

-a worthy biography we’ll have to take
~ what burps he gives us. O

Post Toastie (2}

MORTON MINTZ

DOUBLE VISION: Reflections on My
Heritage, Life, and Profession. By Ben
H. Bagdikian. Beacon. 241 pp. §24.

@ aybe, as Art Buchwald fore-
saw in 1966, we're headed to-
ward an America in which
- d. every company west of the
Mississippi River has been merged into a
single corporation, Samson Securities,
and every company east of the Mississippi
has been acquired by the Delilah Com-
pany. They seek to unite. * ‘But if you
merge, somcone pointed out, ‘there will
be only one company left in the United
States.! ‘Exactly, said the president of

_Delilah. ‘Thank God for the free enter-

prise system.” The Attorney General
coupled his approval of the merger with
an announcement: “The Samson and
Delilah Company is now negotiating at
the White House to buy the United States.
The Justice Department will naturally
study this merger to see if it violates any

- of our strong antitrust laws.”

The provider of the information that
enables citizens to exercise intelligent sov-
ereignty is supposed to be a free and re-
sponsib_le press. Today the idea of such
a press faces converging threats, many of
them deriving from the relentless greed of

‘ Morton Mintz, a former Washington

Pgst reporter who worked for Ben Bag-
dtkf'an when Bagdikian was the Post’s
assistant managing editor for national
news, 'is also a former chairman of the
Fund for Investigative Journalism.

Bagdikian

owners. A three-part danger is the sharp
decline in the number of newspapers (late-
ly and lamentably including New York
Newsday), the shrinkage of news staffs at
surviving papers and the consequent fear
of unemployment in the journalists re-
maining, On the September day I am
writing, The New York Times reported
that at the Berkshire Fagle in Pittsfield,

- Massachusetts, where cuts had already

shrunk the newsroom from sixty-two to
fofty, the new owner, Media News Group
of'Denver, will cut salaries and reduce the
newsroom to twenty-nine. Yet another
threat is what Ben Bagdikian accurately
diagnoses as ‘‘the desire of new editors to
fook like hard-boiled realists insisting that
nobody is really interested in serious news,
that readers want only to be entertained.”
But the -gravest threat, inseparable
from the rest, is the rapidly increasing
concentration of ownership by the na-
tional and multinational corporations
that, as Bagdikian wrote in the first edi-
tion of The Media Monopoly (1983),
“control what America sees, hears and
reads”’ At the time the number of these
corporations was down to fifty. In the
fourth edition (1992) it was twenty.

Recently, Walt Disney acquired Capital - '

Cities/ABC, owner of the network and
seven newspapers. Two other empires
competed for CBS, where Laurence Tisch
decimated the news division. One was
Westinghouse, long significant in broad-
casting, which recently defeated Turner
Broadcasting System. Voting control in
Turner, which is the biggest cable TV pro-
grammer, was held by cable giant Tele-
Communications. And in '‘a mega-

TREDE POLITICS
AW THE OTHER
SIBE OF THE
SIXTIES

OPENING
AMERICA'S

MARKET

J.S. Forsign Trade
Palicy since 1776
ALFRED E. ECKES, JR.

Former cheirman ond commissioner of the U.S.
Intenational Trade Commission offers a bold
critique of U.S. trade olicies from 1776 o the
present. “Lucid [and] insightful. . . . Alfred E.
Eckes has wiitfen on instent clossic, one thot is
indispensable for anyone interested in U.S.
trade policy."—Pat Choate, Manufacturing
Palicy Project

424 pp., 53495 .

 Busingss, Society, ond the State

. TURNING
RIGHT IN
THE SIXTIES

The Canservative
{apture of the
Gop

MARY C. BRENNAK

“1 well-researched and well-written [account}

-......of the social and polifical movement thot

tionsformed American conservatism in the late
19505 and eorly 1960s. . . . Essentiol recding
for anyone who wonts to uncerstand the pofitics
of the 1990s.”—Leo P Ribuffo, author of The
Ol Christion Right -

224 pp., 529.95
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Heavenis a P!aygmund

RICK TELANDER
“Funny, sad, superbly written and intensely
involving."—New York Times Book Review

in 1974, Rick Telander set out to write a magazine
piece on the court wizards of Brocklyn's Bedford-
Stuyvesant. He ended up staying the entire surmmer,
becoming part of the players’ lives and eventually the
coach of a loose aggregation known as the Subway
Stars. The rocts cf today’s inner-city basketball can
be traced to the world Telander presents in Heaven is
@ Playground, the first boolc of its kind.

$10 paper

‘Amenrican incian Sports Hemtage

JOSEPH B. OXENDINE

“From gcenas of Senecas playing snow snake and
Cheyennes-competing in chungke, to the exploits of
Olympian runner Billy Mills and Yankee pitcher Allie
Reynclds, Oxendine has compiled a useful compen-
dium of information on traditional Indian games and
the entry of Native Americans into modern collegiate
and professional sports, especially during the
‘heyday’ period betweaen 1890 and 1830."—Choice
$16.95 paper

At bookstoras. -

University of Nebraska Press publishers of Biscn Books Lincoln NE » 800-755-1105

New from
'The Nation Press.

An illuminating b’i&tory

of race relations and civil rights
from: 1865 to the present
as seen through the eyes of
The Nation.

* Featuring essays by Martin Luther King Jr., Langston Hughes,

Davis, Katha Pollitt, Derrick Bell and Oswald Garrison Villard,
among many others — afl originally published in The Nation.

Uncivil War, $12 poétpaid, paper, ISBN: 0-9646929-0-2. Send check to:
Nation Books, 72 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011. For butk discount and
classroom adoption information call: 212/242-8400, ext. 213.

W.E.B. Du Bois, Dorothy van Doren, Patricia Williams, Mike " |

mega-merger announced on Septerf-
ber 22, Time Warner bought Turner,

Lest ye forget: General Electric, which
has a criminal record as long as your arm,
owns NBC. And Wells Fargo Interna-
tional Trust is not only the biggest insti-
tutional shareholder in G.E., as Repre-
sentative Marcy Kaptur pointed out in
The Nation [September 11], it is also the
third-largest shareholder in Disney, the
fourth-largest in Time Warner, the fifth-
largest in Capital Cities and the seventh-
largest in CBS. Wells Fargo isn’t unique.
Kaptur named three other investors with
“substantial holdings in each of these gi-
ants.” The Gingrich-Dole Congress, ris-
ing to the challenge of concentration,
passed a bill permitting a single corpora- :
tion to own a town’s newspaper, two of
its TV stations, all of its radio stations
and its cable company.

Suppose Ben Bagdikian had confined
his elegantly written reflections to the
story of a large family of Armenian
émigrés who narrowly escaped Turkish
genocide and somehow made it to New
England: his strict Protestant preacher
father, his noble mother dying of tuber-
culosis, his loving sisters, his American-
ized Uncle Fred, his career as a vacuum-
cleaner salesman, his pre-med education,
his impulsive entry into reporting. Even

1| if so confined, his book would have been
_lovely—compassionate, funny, gripping,

warm, wise. Fortunately, though, the
heritage and life permeate Bagdikian’s
reflections as a superb journalist, and an
invaluable critic of journalism, on his
profession. One of his most depressing
comments is a five-word aside: “Today,
I wouldn’t be hired.”

The growing concentration of owner-
ship of news and information corpora-
tions can only worsen the present situa-
tion, in which so-called conservatives
constantly complain of ““liberal bias in
the news.” Thus do they not accidentally
conceal reality:

All of broadcast and printed news is
pulled by a dominant current into a
continuous flow of business conserva-
tism. . . . The main news mostly ignores
or obscures the true “other side,” the
social and economic realities that most
Americans live with. . . , The result is
that American news is overwhelming-
ly the world as seen from the top
down. . .. Whole sections of news-
papers and entire broadcast programs
are devoted to possibilities for a quick
killing or a safe bet on Wall Street. , . . .
But there is no speculation or b,road
‘spectrum of opinion offered about the
causes and cures of unemployment,-
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homelessness, and the continued long-
term poverty of millions of Americans.

Bagdikian documents his analysis.
Consider the public statement issued in
1989 by 127 economists that was the sub-
ject of Congressional testimony by Nobel
laureate and economist James Tobin.
They argued that it was urgent for the
country to improve “the public infrastruc-
ture—repairing schools, roads, bridges—
and to allocate more money for children’s
education and health. The repairs were
necessary but they would also provide
needed jobs and housing, which would
be the only permanent way to increase
the tax base.” When Bagdikian searched
the standard news data banks,

I found only brief and indirect refer-
ences to Tobin’s testimony in the' back
pages of two newspapers.

If those answers had been given half
the airtime and front-page headlines

. the ups and downs of the Dow Jones
Industrial Average receive, they might
have cast doubt on the standard dog-
mas that favor corporate life.

Instead of asking “why the homeless
now and not before?” our main news in
the 1980s was full of speeches and head-.
lines about politicians and economists
singing the familiar hymns: “get govern-
ment off the back of business™ and
“taxes will hurt business and cost jobs,”
as though both were immutable natural
laws that only fools would question.

Bagdikian offers numerous other dis-
tressing examples of such putatively *ob-

jective” news judgments. One involves -

the bitterness unionists justly feel about
“the sparse and largely negative” press
treatment of American workers as con-
trasted with the “generous posiiive treat-
ment of American employers”:

The imbalance changes—if the workers
and employers are far away. In 1989, for
example, 1,700 members of the United
Mine Workers . . . went on strike for
nine months over the withdrawal of
benefits in mines in Pittston, Virginia.
. Over that period of time, the three ma-
jor networks gave the event a total of
twenty-three minutes of news coverage.
At about the same time, miners in the
Siberian coal mines also went on sirike
and the three networks devoted thirty-
seven minutes to the Siberian strike.
Both CBS and ABC dramatically de-
picted the bitterly degrading living and
working conditions of the Siberian
miners in contrast to the Iavish comforts
of their bosses. No union official could
remember any American network ever
reporting on American workers on strike
for better working conditions, and si-
multaneously comparing their personal
lives with those of their employers.

Bagdikian obtained the Pentagon Pa-
pers for The Washington Post. His ac-
count of the in-house struggle over
whether to print them is riveting, and his
praise of Katharine Graham for going
ahead is unstinting. This account is but
one reason why Double Vision should
prosper, but some nits need correction.
In the Pentagon Papers episode, it was
then-Washington Post reporter Murrey
{not “Murray”’) Marder, then-Solicitor
General Erwin (not “Irwin’”) Griswold
and then-director of the National Secu-
rity Agency Noel Gayler (not “Gaylor”’)
who were involved. David Kraslow was
then with the Los Angeles Times, not

"The Miami Herald. Elsewhere, Walter

Lippmann is said to have likened the
press to the beam of a “flashlight”; it was
a searchlight. The title of the Donald

LI
2

Barlett and James Steele book is given
as What Went Wrong?; it was America:
What Went Wrong?

In 1988, while on a flight to San Fran-

“cisco, Bagdikian had a heart attack. In

the ambulance on the way to the hospital,
he recalls, “I somehow knew with greater
clarity that almost all human beings are
potentially decent and unselfish—if their
society stresses those qualities as truly
important. . . . I wish American journal-
ism could share those ambulance percep-
tions. I do not wish it a heart attack, but
I do wish it an attack of heart.”

The great reporter and press critic
George Seldes had an attack of heart
and lived to be 104. I hope Ben Bag-
dikian’s will enable him to report and
criticize until he’s 208. He’s a national
treasure. 1

Esquire Edits the Sixties

- DAN WAKEFIELD

ESKY: The Early Years at Esquire. By
Hugh Merrill. Rutgers. 188 pp. $27.95.

IT WASN'T PRETTY, FOLKS, BUT
DIDN’T WE HAVE FUN?: Esquire in
the Sixties. By Carol Polsgrove. Norton.
335 pp. $27.50.

~=g or & boy growing up in Indiana
Vin the forties, Esquire magazine
was exciting because it meant

; sex, as represented by the Varga
G1rls—-—m0nthly drawings descnbed by
my fellow Hoosier Kurt Vonnegut as ““in-
vented women” who “have no underarm
hair or even minor skin blemishes.” Main-
ly because of these fantasy females, Es-
quire was considered a morale-booster
for U.S. troops in World War I, with the
government accounting for 200,000 cop-
ies a month (a third of its circulation), as
well as 49 percent of sales of its Varga
Girls calendars.

For a young writer in New York in the
fifties, making a living doing magazine
“piecework,”’ Esquire was exciting for a
different reason. It offered an opportuni-
ty to break the old formuia molds of the
“slicks,” and even get paid decently for
doing it. Though Esquire couldn’t match
the lofty fees of Collier’s and The Satur-
day Evening Post, it was a lot more gener-
ous than distinguished little magazines
like Dissent, Commentary, Commonweal

Dan Wakefield's books include New York
in the Fifties and, most recentily, Expect
a Miracle (HarperCollins).

and The Nation, where 1 got my start

When I published my first article in
Esquirein 1959, my New York lit friends
were impressed, while people back home
in Indiana greeted the news with either
winks or clucks. In the popular imagina-
tion of the hinterlands, Esquire still sym-
bolized the sexual rather than the literary
avant-garde, though in fact it had a re-
markable literary history.

Arnold Gingrich, an advertising copy-
writer, and David Smart, a Chicago entre-
preneur, started Esguire in 1933 as a men’s
fashion magazine to be distributed main-
ly in clothing stores, but even in the depths
of the Depression the premiere issue was
a newsstand hit, supplementing clothing
ads with pinup girls and the best in thirties
ficion—TFitzgerald and Hemingway, John
Dos Passos, Thomas Mann, Langston
Hughes, Dashiell Hammeit, Chester
Himes and John Steinbeck.

In the early fifties, with Playboy updat-
ing the old “girli¢” formula by airbrushing
real women to the flawlessness of Vargas’s
invented ones, and throwing in fiction by
the day’s top writers for a patina of re-
spectability, Esquire faded, Vargas had
left for True, an even more he-mannish
journal, and in 1945 Gingrich had gone
all the way to Switzerland after squabbling
with moneyman Smart, (The move turned
out to be only temporary.) Hugh Merrill,
a journalism teacher at West Florida Uni-
versity, has with Esky written a fascinat-
ing social history of the early years—in-
cluding the magarine’s legal battle to
keep the U.S. Post Office from taking

-away its-mailing privileges at the same
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When Gingrich, promised edltorlat
freedom, returned to the magazine in
1952, he spent several floundering years
in search of a new formula, which he
found through the eyes of a new genera-
tion. The first and most important of the
“Young Turks”™ he hired—the one who
became the editor and soul of the maga-
zine in its new heyday, and mentor to my
generation of writers—was Harold Hayes,
the ex-Marine trombone-playing son of
a Southern Baptist minister from Elkin,

" North Carolina, who smoked a pipe,

sported loud suspenders, a ‘“‘rumpled
Mark Twain look,” and rode a motorcycle
through the streets of Manhattan, Most
important, he wore a smile more easily
and often than any editor I’ve ever known.
“I took him in like the morning paper,”
Gingrich later reflected on his hiring of

ern liberal who was also a Marine reserve
officer I had an extremely rare bird.”
That rare bird is expertly captured by
Carol Polsgrove, who teaches journalism
at Indiana University. With grace and ac-
curacy, Polsgrove conveys the magazine
Hayes made a part of our history.-Her
book’s baroque-sounding title is not the
name of an article from that era, though
it sounds like one, but rather the author’s
idea of what a Harold Hayes Esquire title

for her book might have been: It Wasn’t

Pretty, Folks, But Didn’t We Have Fun?
She got it right. _
Harold gave the Madison Avenue of-

fice a Front Page newspaper air of excite-

ment and enthusiasm, Gay Talese “loved
working for him,” and TV producer Bob

Shanks, who would later develop the tele-

vision show 20/20 with Hayes, ‘“always

felt better for being with Hayes, who was
so full of joy and optimism, curious about
everything, open to the world.”” Michael

Herr, whom Hayes backed in writing his

Vietnam classic Dispatches, remembers

him as “a gentleman in the truest sense,”

defined by Herr as “someone who doesn’t
want to see other people uncomfortable.”

The man who generated such loyalty;
affection and esteem sparked a magazine
that shaped as well as reflected the sixties
glory days and in the process turned jour-
nalism into literature. As Esquire first
made its mark as a vehicle for outstand-

ing fiction writers in the thirties, the mag- .

azine in the sixties under Hayes made non-
Jiction fashionable, as well as significant.

The *New Journalism,” which began
inthe little magazines of the fifties, with
underground writers like Seymour Krim,

developed into a style that encouraged
experimentation in voice, technique, form
and even punctuation, Hayes published
the work of writers like Thomas B. Mor-
gan, whose Esquire picces inspired Gay
Talese, whose work in turn inspired Tom
Wolfe, who spawned an entire school
of imitators. At the same time, novelists
like Norman Mailer, James Baldwin,
Gore Vidal and, later, William Burroughs
and Jean Genet were sent on assipnments
like glorified beat reporters to “cover”
political conventions, sporting events and
personalities, using the best of fictional
techniques to convey the essence of cur-
rent events.

Sonny Liston dressed

“as Santa Claus was
Hayes in 1956, “knowing that in a South- -

one of the most
controversial covers in
magazine history.

The blooming of the new Esquire be-

gan in a competition among Hayes and

other young editors taken on the same
year—Ralph Ginzburg from Look, Clay
Felker from Life and Rust Hills, who had
been teaching in Europe and editing the
literary magazine Quixote. As fiction ed-
itor, Hills got the magazine back in the
lit biz quickly by publishing “Nude Cro-

- quet,” Leslie Fiedler’s lampoon of the

New York intellectuals, followed by a
steady stream of stories from Bernard
Malamud, Italo Calvino, James Purdy
and Philip Roth.

Hayes and Felker fought it out for the
editor’s job. Hayes was the “good old
boy” who *“spoke in the character he
liked to wear—the guise of a hick,” while
Felker played the smooth aspiring aristo-
crat in the guise of a cafe society dandy,
a jet-set fop. At Esquire he “was always
talking on the phone, brainstorming,
going out to meet people who mattered,
or flying off to distant places—Saint-
Tropez, Paris.” When Byron Dobell re-
placed him in 1962, he found “Felker’s
dancing shoes still in the closet.” As an
Indiana hick in the guise of a Columbia
intellectual, I never owned a pair of danc-
ing shoes, so it’s hardly surprising T feht
an immediate rapport with Hayes and
a corresponding distance from Felker.
When Hayes was articles editor and Fel-
ker features editor, all the writers were





