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H. F. GUGGENHEIM FOUNDATION URGES VIGILANCE 
AGAINST MEDIA VIOLENCE 

-- Calls for Monitoring of TV Networks' Compliance with 
Guidelines to Limit Violent Content of Programs --

NEW YORK -- The nation's only private foundation devoted 
exclusively to the study of violence and aggression called today 
for new vigilance against violence in television programs and 
motion pictures. In issuing a report entitled "The Problem of 
Media Violence and Children'S Behavior," the Harry Frank 
Guggenheim Foundation urged parents, children's advocates, 
Congress, and the entertainment industry itself to monitor the 
industry's compliance with new self-imposed guidelines designed 
to limit violent content in television programs. 

"A substantial body of scientific research now documents the 
damaging effects of exposure to violent media content. Many 
leading scientists are convinced that media violence promotes 
real violence," said foundation president James M. Hester. "The 
entertainment industry plays an important role in the epidemic of 
youth violence sweeping the nation. Parents, children's advocacy 
groups, and Congress should hold the networks to their promise to 
curb violence on television." 

The foundation called on the entertainment industry to 
adhere to a IS-point set of standards issued by the three major 
television networks in December 1992. ABC, CBS, and NBC 
developed the guidelines in response to a law passed by Congress 
that protected the networks from prosecution on antitrust grounds 
if they coordinated efforts to regulate the amount of violence in 
their programming. The exemption expires at the end of this 
year. 

"The public is anxious about the problem of media violence, 
but they don't know what's being done to address it," Hester 
said. "This report supplies up-to-date information, including an 
important statement by Professor Leonard Eron of the University 
of Michigan. We hope it will encourage vigilance in monitoring 
how well the TV networks live up to their own guidelines. They 
have made a social contract with the publiC, and they should be 
held accountable to it." 

- more-
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The foundation report also points out that the motion­
picture industry and cable television networks have yet to issue 
similar standards limiting violence. 

"The initiative of the television networks is a step in the 
right direction, but the remainder of the industry has yet to 
respond to the warnings of scientists and the protests of 
concerned citizens," Hester said. "Media violence obviously 
remains a very serious national problem." 

The Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation supports research in a 
broad range of disciplines in order to illuminate the causes and 
consequences of human violence. The foundation's goal is to 
reduce violence and improve relations among people by increasing 
society's understanding of violence and aggression. 


