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OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY

"Agk not what your country will do for you--ask
what you can do for your counbry."

Ui am determined upon our systemts survival and
success; regardless of the cost and regardless
of the peril."

"This Govermment will not hesitate in meeting
its primary obligations; which are the security
of our nation."

We have been inspired by your words, Mr. President. We have searched
our consclence and asked what we must do for our country, for the survival
of our system, for the security of ocur nmation. We find that what we can and
must do is to speak out and to act before the principles upon which rest our
system of governmment, our security, and our way of life are compromised,

We have been inspired by your words but appalled by actions taken
under your authority. Ouwr govermment's ccmplicity in the Cuban invasion,
coupled with the continuing support of corrupi, undemocratic regimes in
Latin-America, Lacs, South Viet-Nam and other parts of the globe, strike at
the system you pledged to defend.

Acts such as our Cuban intervention appear to abandon rather than
defend the principles of our system in the face of the costs and perils of
living in a world of revolutionary change. Far from "saving the world from
Communism" such acts undermine the moral, political, and strategic security
of our nation. Such policies pit our country not so much against the forces
we presumably oppose, but against the interests and aspirations of most of
humanity. These pelicies run counter to the best in American tradition and
in the American system; they barkrupt our leadership of the free world, and
fritter away our support among democratically minded people everywhere,

The best we can do for our country, as you said, Mr. President, is
to work for the survival and success of our system and for the security of
our nation "regardless of the cest and regardless of the peril." ILet us then
change the policies which viclate our system of laws, treaties, and princi-
ples. A good place to start would be Cuba, & small country 90 miles off our
coast, surrounded by an “American lake" and having only one foreign base on
its soll--cur own. The peril is small and the cost is well worth the value
to our system's survival and success. As a first step, let us admit that
our policies were as much to blame as Castro's for what went wrong between us.

Popular revolutions such as in Cuba emerge from conditions of pov-
erty and despair which we have done little to amelicrate in the past. Instead
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of crying "communist" and reaching for our guns now, let us regain lost
respect by normalizing our relations with Cuba and other countries in the

process of rapid itransformation.

Let us assume leadership by assisting in

that transformation, rather than obstructing it or forcing it into our own

image.,

Mr. President, let us demonstrate our system's capacity for survival
and success by renewing our faith in the power of democratic ideas. ILet our
govermment meet its primary obligation for the security of this nation by
forbidding further U.S. support to "turn-back-the-clock" policies anywhere in
the world. That is the least we can do for our country, its system and its
laws, its security, honor, and survival on the global new frontiers of today.
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This letter appeared as full page advertisements on May 13, 1961,
in the Champaign-Urbana, Illinocis, Courier, News Gazette and Daily Illini

newspapers.




Ad Hoc Committee on Cuba and Related Matters
607 W, Elm St, - 604 E, Munford St,
Urbapa, Illinois

At a public meeting at the McKinley Foundation, 809 South

Fifth Street, Champaign, on Sunday, May 1L, 1961, more than 275 persons
discussed and approved the following resolutions:

(1) We resolve that the govermment of the United States of America
should:

(a) Seek to reduce Cuba's dependence upon the Soviet Blec by
lifting our trade restrictions now imposed upon Cuba and
by inviting Cuba to participate in our latin American
economic assistance program;

(b) Seek to restore diplomatic relations with Cuba

(¢) Enforce the Neutrality Law against United States persons
or organizations or any alien persons or organizations on
American soil who prepare or attempt military intervention
in Cubaj

(d) Renounce any preparation or attempt by United States
government agencies to violate the rule of law in inter-
national afiairs by initiating or assisting in any direct
or indirect military intervention in Cuba,

(2) We resolve that a delegation be selected to presemt the foregoing
resolution to the President and other men in decision~making
positions in Washington,

(3) We resolve that a continuing Committee on Cuba be established,
consisting of the Executive Committee of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Cuba and Related Matters, to which are added other persons nomi-
nated and elected at this meeting.

Martin Cobin
Dallas Smythe
Go-Ghairmen



