Auzust 11, 18583

Profegsor Ithiel de Sola Tool
Director of the Research Program

on Communications Policy
Magsachusetts Institvie of Technology
Cambridgs ¥MA (02139

Dear Tthiel:

Miteh shared your letter of July 27 with Meryill Panitt
and me, and I want to share some comments in response.

¢ I cannot agree that every project apnroved has been routine
or unimaginative. Buk T azyree with the basie thrust of your
letter about "University of the Air™ type projects. The idea
burned itssil cut in the 60%s, and it requires more flexibility
and indspendence than the Project has had in the past to breathe
new 1ife into the conceph.

I hope that the choice of a new director will provide an
oppovtunity and impetus for Imnovation,

Sincerely vours,

George Gerbner
Professor of Communications
and Dean

Harry Coles
CC: Maurice Mitchell
Merrill Panitt
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'Ithlel de Sola Pool 66 Dles' |

Pohtlcal Sc1ent1st at M I T

By WALTER H. WAGGONER

Dr ‘Ithiel de Sola Pool, professor of

- |'political science at the Massachusetts

_—

Institute of Technology and an author-

ify on the sdcial impact of computers.
.| and the mass- media, died of cancer

Sunday at Mount Auburn Hospital in

Cambridge, Mass. He was 66 years oId‘_

and ived in Cambndge Coe

' Professor- Pool ‘was regarded as a
. pioneer in.communications research

and was one of the first social scientists

to use -computer models in anaiyzmg‘
. political behavior.

Joining the M.LT. facﬁltym1953as

| an associate professor of political sci-
'} ence, he was a leader in the founding of

the university’s political science de-

partment and the. mterdlschphnary_
‘Regearch Pro

tions Policy:there. He held the Ruth

on - Communica-

and Arthur Sloan proiessorship in poiit—

‘tical science at his death, ]
Papl E. Gray, -the presxdent of |

M.L.T.; described -Dr. Pool as “the

. _leadmg figure in the development of
‘| political science at ML.L T. and an in~

spiring forcein its growth as a field of

study into a major deparl:ment w1th an,

mtematlonal reputation.’’
.‘Wrote and Lecttfred Widely

' ‘Professor Pool wrate ‘and lectured
wxdely of such matters as the impact

- .} of computers on privacy, the effects of

television ¢n children and the free flow

| of communication between natiofs.

- He-was the author of, among. other
works; “American Business and Public
Policy,” -which won the Woodrow Wil-

sorv Award for the best book in political
‘science published in 1963; and “Candi-

dates, Issueg .and" Strategles " ‘pub-
lished in 1964, which discussed com-
puter szmulatmns of voting behavior i m
the Presidential campai

ign. .
- Professor Pool’s “Handbook of Com-

munication;” published in 1973, is con-

I. o

sidered the standard reference work in
the field of social communication.
‘Professor Pool continued to teach,

: lecture and write after his illness was

di
lished, in addition to 20 articles,. two

books: “‘Forecasting the Telephone;”
an analysis of predictions: about. the

#Communicatiéns Flows: A Census in
thie United States and ‘Japan,” w:ll be
published this year.

strictions on communication and re-
‘search, and several yearsagohe led a.

curb abuse of human beings in medical

ceiving funds from the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare.

“A university is a loose: collection of
independent scholars, not a staff of di-
rected employes,’’ he wrote in The New
York Times on Dec. 16, - 1978,
H.E.W. proposes to hold funds for uni-

university member. If universities are

~ . {to be thus ressponsible for studies that

occur on their premises, they must con-
vert their students and faculty into dis-
ciplined agents, instead of what they al-
ways have been: mdependent thinkers
guided by individual curiosity.” . -
Professor Pool was born in New York
City, -the 'son of Rabbi David and

received his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees, and in 1952, his doctorate,

three sons, Jonathan of Seattle
Jeremy of Brookline, Mass ,and Adam
of New York Clty o

-8t
agnosed in 1980. Last year he pub~:

telephone between 1860 and 1940, and:
“Technologies of Freedom,” a. dlscus-'_
sion of free spéj:ch in an electronic age.

Y '-.rug‘-_g

Dr. Pool was & vigordus foe. of re-

fight against regulations designed to |

and social research by institutions re-

“But .

versities hostage to the actions of each |

Tamar de Sola Pool. He was educated -
at the University of Chicago, where he’

_Professor Pool is survived by his’
wxfe Dr. Jean Mackenzie Pool, and

| Robert Thrun, Cr“:j

To Puhtzer

Robert Thrur
member of *".
Publishinr
Loui:
stroke F
pital ir ¢
70 yer
Huds

M
Mar
Mg

ek e

e

o

LAY - -




