The Washington Program
The Annenberg School of Communications

Barry Cole Deputy Director Suite 750

Maurice Mitchell Director 600 Maryland Avenue, 5. W.

Washington, D.C. 20024
202 484 2663

August 3, 1983

Mr. Merrill Panitt
Editorial Director
Triangle Magazines
100 Matsonford Road
Radnor, PA 19088

Dr. George Gerbner

Preofessor and Dean

The . Annenberg Schools of
Communications

3440 Market Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Dear George and Merrill:

You would be interested in the enclosed from
Ithiel Pool which expresses some very strong senti-
ments about the Annenberg/CPB program.

Ithiel's comments are not unlike those that I
am picking up from others. This is why I continued
to express grave misgivings about the Program in its
present form. I am not sure that I see the Program
in the same terms as Pool, but I cannot escape feel-
ing that there is trouble ahead.

Very truly vours,

VO (VNN I Y

Maurice B. Mitchell

v,

MBM:nh
Enclosure: Letter from Ithiel de Sola Pool

(Dictated but not read)

The Washington Program in Communications Policy Studies is an extension of The Annenberg Schools of
Communications at the University of Pennsylvania and at the University of Southem California.
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July 27, 1883

Mr. Maurice B. Mitchell

The Washington Program of the Annenberg School
Suite 750

600 Maryland Ave. S.u.

washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Mitch,

1 have written the Cosmos Club about Barry. The letfer wWas
delayed by illness, but I trust is still on time. It is & pleasure to

support him.
Enc!osed'are copies of the relevant correspondence.

1t would be less than honest, if while writing you 1 did not express my

views of the actions of the Board of the Annenberg/CPB program, though
I am reluctant o do so for what I have to say is harsh. 1 have no
intention of going public on this for as a spurned suitor, my testimony

is too easily dismissed, but 1 owe it to you to teli you what I have to

say to anyone who asks me. It is hard for me to think of any previous
instance in the history of philanthropy where as much money has been:
wasted as rapidiy as by the Annenberg/CPB project. The record is an
unbroken one of lack of imagination and bad Board decisions. Every project
that has been approved has been for a rather routine course that cannot
be criticized as bad in itself, but is not likely to make much difference

to American education, one way or another. Ewvery proposal to do anything
that takes advantage of the media in & creative way, and that could justify
the large Annenbera/CFPB expenditures by making a difference in American
education has been rejected.

There is much question as to whether the Opsh University has dong what
it was intended to do in Britain, but that it has made an important
contribution is beyond doubt. But the US is not the UK. The notion that
by putting & standard college curriculum, including well established

courses in writing, physics, and computer prograrnming on TV and on videotapes

or disks, you will add anything to American education is absurd. No

couniry in the worid is as well served by a pervasive system of colleges,
junior colleges, community colleges as the US. It is simply not so that

there is a large population out there now deprived of higher education,

to whom it can be brought by TV conveying the standard content that they
otherwise could not get. The community colleges and other evening courses
are there for those who want them.
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It is true that the weaker institutions can take advantage of courses

out of a can done better than they can do them themssives. That means
that TV courses of a slightly escteric kind ¢ould serve a function. But

given the legitimate defensiverness of human teachers about their superiority
to anything out of a can, and their fear of being displaced, the jast

thing that the Arnenberg/CPB program should produce and expect to have
used is the courses that the pervasive institutions of higher education are
already offering. The only way to improve those basic courses is not to

do them owver in your format, but to provide auxiliary materials that

the teacher can use in his or her own way. Thus everything that Annenberg,/CPB
support should be beyond and different from what is being done in the
widespread institutions that exist.

Having been turned down twice on a proposal that fits that philosophy
(the second time at the Programs invitation to resubmitl), and each time
on grounds that make it clear that the philosphy of the Annenberg/CPRR
Board is to do nothing creative, I have no intention of going through
this process agsin. If anyoneg thinks that the history of the computer

is going to be unimportant in the coming decades, that it has nothing

to do with the issues and changes that are taking place in computer science
today, that there will be rno interest in that material in the coming
decades, that simply proves that they know nothing about the subject.
This is certainly not material that is generaily available in colleges
around the country, and it is material that the existing institutions
could use for their own enrichment. But my point is not to protest

a single decision. Given the criteria that the Board has appiied in

all its decisions it could notf reach any other conclusion than it did,

The result is a program that in the end will be generally viewed as

a vast waste of resources. It will be a severe biow to the use of new
media in education because it will be cited as a classic example of the

. failure and uselessness of those media. It is probably too late for

a turn around since the Board obviously has a stable and consistent
view of what it wants to do. Nonetheless, I feel I owe you a frank
statement of how a lot of us on the outside regard that established view.

Sincerely yvours,

-

Ithie! de Sola Pooi
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Announcing a Program and Positions
- in Compmunications Policy Studies
| in Washington, D.C.

The Annenberg Scheols of Communications (University of Pennsylvania and University
of Southern California) are extending their programs through a facility in Washington,
D.C. The new program will concentrate on teaching and research in communications
poticy and related areas.

Facuiy will bhe rmambiorns or affuiates of the existing facwities and degree candidales

will be reguiar sudens of the existing graduate programs of one of ine two Annenberg
Schools. :

The extended program, complementing the resources of other Washington-area
- univarsities, will: . : . _

s gffer graduate credit worlkt in communlcations policy, including
Iniernships {or degree candidates;

o present professional developmert opportunities for persons ei‘nptoyed
in communicatlons reguiation, managemendt, and oiher policy-related
activities; : -

o offer faculty from the W.8. snd cther countrins academic development
epportunities in a world center of communicetions poticy activity;

o conduct resezrch in communications policy, broadly conceived.

A joint commitize of the two Schools is conducting a search for staff including the
- head of tha program, a director of professional studies, and other positions still to be
designated. The aliocation of responsibiiities to these positions is stiti somewhat flexible,
depending on the combination of skills of the persons tilling the positions. '

In general, the head of the program, who reponts to the two Annenberg School
daans, will provide principal leadership for the program, help design, supervise and
teach courses: work closely with other administrators and faculty in developing pregram

_ activities, actively participate in research, and report on the execution of program
activities. The head of the program should be a senior scholar with substantial academic
and professional experience in communications policy studies.

Tha director of professional studios (lentative title) will work with representatives
from government and business in designing workshops, institutes, and other activities
for professional development. Advanced academic qualifications and professional
experience in communications policy roles are required.

Send expressions of interest, curriculum vitae, publications list, and names {(but not
letters) of referees as soon as possibleto: : . - ‘

George Gerbner, Dean or Peter Clarke, Dean
The Annunbeorg School of The Annanberg School of
Communications Communications
University of Pennsylvania University of Southern California
Philadetphia, PA 19104 ~ University Park

Los Angeles, CA 80007

Tho University of Pennsylvania and the University of Southern California ere Equal
Oppon‘uni_ty En_jp_-foyors. Minorities and women are enceuraged ta apply.
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Announcing a Program and Positions
in Coramunications Policy Studies
in Washington, D.C.

The Annenberg Schools obCommunications (University of Pennsylvania and University of
Southern Calilornia) are extending their programs through a facility in Washington, D.C. The new
program will concentrale on teaching and research in communications policy and related areas.

Faculty will be members or affiliates of the existing taculties and degree candidates will be
regular students of the exisling graduate programs of one of the two Annenberg Schools.

The extended program, complementing the resources of other Washington-aréa universities, will:
d nreg p g g9

* offer graduate credit work in communications policy, Including
Anternships for degree candidates; -

* present professional development cpportunities for persons :
employed in communicalions regulation, management, and othaer
policy-related activities;

+ ofter faculty from the U.5. and other countries academic
development opporiunities in a world center of communications
policy aclivity; ’

* conduciresearch in communications policy, broadly concelved.

A joint committee of the 1wa Schoals is congdusting a search for sta¥f inctuding the head of the
program, a director of professional studies, and ciher posiions sti! 1o be designated. The
allocation of responsiblities to these postions is stli scmewhat flaxble, depending on the
corobination of skills of the perscns filling the positions.

In general, the head of the program, who repons 10 the two Annenbarg School deans, will -
provide principal leacership for the program; help cesign, supervise ang leach courses; work
closely with other admimistralers and faculty in cave.oping procram activities, actively participate
in research; and report on the execution of program activities. The head of the program should be
a senior scholar wilth substantial acacemic and professional experience in communications poficy
sfudi.es, i .

TR

The director of professional studies (tentative titie) will work with representatives from
government and business in designing warkshogzs, insttuies, and cther aclivities for professional
davelopment. Advanced academic qualificatons and professional experience in comimunications
policy roles are required.

- Bend expressions of interest, curriculum viize, publications list, and names (but not letters) of
referees as s00R as possible but not later than August 1h to:

George Gerbner, Dean or  Peter Clatke. Doan 4
The Annenberg Schoci of Communigations - The Annenbe-g School of Communitations E
University of Pennsyivania University of Ssuthern Cabiornia §
Philadeiphia, PA 19104 ] University Park

Los Angeles, CA 80007

Tre University of Pennsylvania and the University of Southern California are Equal Opportunity Employers.
Minorities and women are encowangad [ acply. .
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Announcing a Program and Positions
in Coramunications Policy Studies
in Washington, D.C.

The Annenberg Schools of Communications {University of Pennsylvania and University
of Southarn California) are extending their programs through a facility in Washington,
D.C. The new program will concentrate on teaching and regearch in communications
policy and related areas. :

Faculiy will be members or affiliates of the existing facunies':and degree candidates
will be regular students of the existing graduate programs of one of the two Annenberg
Schools. :

The extended program, complementing the resources of other Washington-area
universities, will: ‘

« offer graduate ¢redit work in communications policy, including
internships tor degree candidaies; -

< present professional development opportunities for persons employed
in communications regulation, management, and other poticy-retated
activities;

s offer facuity from the U.S. end other countries academic develépmem
apportunities in & world center of commustications policy activity;
¢ conduct reszarch in communications pelicy, broadty conceived,

A joint commitiee of the two Schools is conducting a search for staft inchuding the
head of the program, a director of professionat studres, and other positions still to be
designated. The allocation of responsibiities to these positions i3 still somewhat fiexibie,
depending on the combination of skills of the persons filting the positions. -

In general, the head of the program, who reports to the two Annenberg Schoo!
deans, will provide principal leadership tor the program; help design, supervise and

teach courses: work closely with other administrators and faculty in developing program '

activities, actively participate in research, and report on the executicn of program
activities. The head of the program should be a senior scholar with substantial academic
and professional experience in commurications policy studies.

The ditector of professional studies-{tentative title) witl work with.representatives
from government and business in designing workshops, institutes, and other activities
for professional development. Advanced academic qualifications and professional
experience in communications policy roles are required.

Send expressions of interest, curriculumn vitae, publications list, and names (but not
fetters) of referees as soon as possibleto:

George Gerbner, Dean of Peter Clarke, Dean

The Annenberg School of The Annenberg School of
Communications g Cornmumcations

University of Pennsylvania Universily of Southern California

Philadelphia, PA 15104 University Park
Los Angeies. CA 90007

The University of Pennsylvania and the University of Southern California are Egqual
Opporturty Employers Minorines and women are encouragad 1o apply
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BROADCASTING JULY 12, 1982

Announcing a Program and Positions
in Communications Policy Studies
in Washington, D.C. :

The Annenberg Schools of Communications {University of Pennsylvania and University of
Southern California) are extending their programs througn a facility in Washington, D.C. The new
program will concentrate on teaching and research in communications policy and related areas.

Faculty will be memoers or affiliates of the existing faculties and degree candidates will be
regular students of the existing graduate programs of one of the two Annenberg Schoois.

The extended program, complementing the resources of other Washington-area universities. will:

= offer graduate credit work in communications policy, including
internships for degree candidates;

= present professional development opportunities for persons
employed in communications regulation, management, and other
policy-related activities;

* offer faculty from the U.S. and other countries academic
© development opportunities in a world. center of communications
policy activity;

= conduct research in communications policy, broadly conceived.

A joint committee of the two Schools is conducting a search for staff including the head of the
program, a director of professional studies, and ather pos:hions stll to be designated. The
aliocation of responsibrities to these positons is stil somewhat flexible, depending on the
combination of skills ¢! the persons tiling the positions.

In general, the head of the program, who reports 1o the two Annenberg Schoo! deans. will
provide principal leadership for the program; help design. supervise and teach courses; work
closely with other administrators and faculty in developing program activities, actively participate
in research, and report on the execution of program actv lies. The head of the program shoulg be
a senior scholar with substantial acadermic and profess@nat experience m communications pohcy
studles

The drrector of professionat studies {lentative tilie) witl work with representatives from
government and business in desigmng workshops, institutes, and other actvities for professional
development. Advanced academic qualiications and professional experience in communications
policy roles are required.

Send expressions of interest, curriculum vitae, publications list, and names (but not Iet!ers) of
referees as soon as possible but not later than August 10ih to:

George Gerbner, Dean or . Peter Clarke, Dean
The Annenberg Schoot of Communications The Annenberg Schoal of Commumcat:ons
University of Pennsylvania Uriversity of Southern Caiforma
Philadeiphia, PA 19104 -Umversity Park

. - Los Angeles, CA 90007

The University of Pennsy!vania and the Umversrry of Sauthern California are Equan‘ Copariunity Emproyers
Minorities and women are enccuraged to apply.
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Women's and Minorities Professional Asscciations in Communications

American Women in Radio and Television
1321 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Association of Black Broadeasters
3 E. 4th Street
Cincinnati, QOH 45202

National Association of Black Cwned Broadcasters
1629 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC

National Association of Spanish Broadcasters
1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

National Black Media Coaliticn
1802 T Street, N.W,

Suite B

Washington, DC 20009

Women in Cable
1725 K Street, N.W,
Washington, DC 20006

Women in Communications, Ine.
Box G561 o
Austin, TX 73766



