West Virginia,
TUniversity

MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 26506

L T R A —

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Speech

Joawary 16, 1673
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Dear HMal:

I em suelesing oy Deliot on the recommsnded constitetional rewigicn fov
IC4. You will notice that ¥ veked sppvoved. ¥ wish o make clesr that
thiz wvobe does aot Jladicate my sporoval of the copstldtutional revision.
Rather, 1 plun to move for reconsideration of this wole at the memnt

Board meating snd zealize that the only way I can do that 1z by beilng

on the approval side at this podmg. Tet we take o feow noments to explain
the resson for wy nsgative veaction to this proposal.

I eeveadnly hove no ohiection to I0GA rocedving $L00,000.00 For the
develapnznt and promotion of & high guality jourazi. Nov de I have any
sbjection to Geozge Gerbner gerviug a8 editor of the Jougnal of
Comundestion. Howswver, I have a strong oblection to selling our ﬂauxna%ﬂ A

to dwnsnberg for $160,000,00 - and that fe what I perceive this move mey
b, \

dg I mesd the proposed comstlewtional wevisdon, T sae only ove very
important chasge from the old constitution. That iz the removal from
Secticn 3 of the old constitufion the provisicn for s thyeswyeny berm

¢t the editor of JC. I casnot undexstand any veason why this chenge should
be made, wwlsss Annecberg is stipulating 2 conditdon thet thedy wayu sust be
permanently edingy of JO in owder Loy the fundz o start flowing. Frankly,
LE chat de the case, I would exprese appreciation to doenberg for thedr
interest but say “"Ho thuvks.™

Pogaibly § orp not veadiog your lefiewr cowrectly, but L can ses no resson

for the extvems urgeney forx clvculating the prepesed copsitirudional rewvision
to the merbership, Thisz is zomething that shouid be exbensively discuspad
by the Board of Mrantors bafore 1t is submitied. YWe have o responsibilizy
to the present mevbers of cuy asseciation not o tale basty or ill-concedwved
sotions. &3 I heve indicated above, I considar this action to be both hanty
and 1il-gonceived.



[ P
GIBAE

Vour letter cortaeinly does not give me sdequste informsticn about D
$100,000.00 would be uzed, or vhat e tions wouldd ba placed on the usse
oi the funds. I vealime thas at thi: stagze in the negoiiaticng wi
Aoperberg these things probably heve not been werked out. Dug, in Wy
opinion, these things swsi he worked sui before as & Bosrd membey, can
indicate spproval on behalf of the division that I represent. I would
seem to me that since there ave only 3 mouoihs between now and when we will
be meeting &5 & Posrd in Montvesl, there fe no reason for us o Tush to the
memberghlp with & constizutional vevision. Rather, I would suggest that
you ¢ry te obtain se much fnformation 23 possible From Ammenberg and Forward
that informstion to members of the Boazd, with wour sugpestions and imtas-
pretations, go that we may be able 6o meke 2 move intellisgent decision in
Montreal.
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L wonld also like to tske issue with 2 couple of lese impoviant peints
brought up im your leiter. Ome is the stvong Juplication that our curreat
Jjournal iz not of high quality. Thar wsy or may not be the case? it seems
to mz Lo be 2 matter of opinion. In any case, the woxth of the Journzl is
primevily & function of the wovth of the editorvship and enly marginally
velated to the availebility of funds. BEveryone on the Board, T believe, i
awere that we have a problem with the cuprent editor. That vesognization
egtoblishes a need for 2 mow edizor, ut it dose nov csteblish a need fov
woTe money. Secondly, you indicate that cooperation with Anmenbers can
improve the journal so that we can haove wore subscriptions sud attract move
menbers to ICA "of the kind ve most want e attrasct.” T sm not sure whst
that "kiad" iz, I must confess a ceresio degree of ignovence concesning
the Annevberg program. I have never visited their campus and: the only
people I have met from there are George and Xlaus., The gterotype thet I
have of the Avnenberg program, which iz probsbly incorveet, is that they
axe not data oriented. Should that be 2 correct perception on my part,
these ave not the “"kind® of mewbers that 1 am most lnterested inm reoyult-
ing te wsuberghip in our organizetion. The divisfion which I represent is
evervielmingly popuiated by people who ave dats oviented. Movement of the
aggosiation avay fzom this dirvection through sn alieration of editorial
policies of JC would not only prevent vs from vecruiting mew members with
thie oxientation but would also cause wany of us vho ore very sccive fm ICA
to remove ourselves from the organimation. I hope that sy sterotype of
dmnenberg is incorrect and this iz not the oriemtation to which you refer,
However, this is the perception held by 3 lavrge nusber of ICA meuwbems with
whom I am scquainted and would eavtainly cause considerable copcern on the
part of many people beelde myself.

Finally, it is my understanding that the propozed constitutional revision
in ue wey commits myself or other Bosrd menbers (I approved) to sy agraement
with fnnenberg ox the appointment of suy individual es editor of the joursal.
This wevislen would only permii ue %o coppider those peceibilities. For my

zovk, as I heve indicated before, ¥ heve ne chbicetion to accepting Annenbery

fFunds nor do I have an cbjisetion o the appointment of Coorge Eerbner as ediier
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of J¢, ¥ will strongly object, hewever, to the ascceptance of any Fuads
from Anveoberg that would commlt our ovgenization to the sppointient Of
any given individual to the editovship of our jourmal. ICA is not Sor
gale. The Journgl of Commwmisstion 13 not for ssle. This principle
must be upheld ne metter whe the soutce of funds may be = Michigan State,
Iowa, Oregon, West Vizginla or Amnenberg. If any outside agency believes
that what we ave doing is worth supporting, we should happily accept fuunds
from them iz support of those 2ctivities. We must not, howevezr, permic
eny outside agency to have any control over the operation of our
association or our journal. If we do, it becomes theiv association snd
their journal.

I have zaken the liberty of sending coples of this letter to the other
wenbers of the Board so that they may be aware of my reservatlens in
advance of the Momtreal convention.

Sincerely,

“';Nﬁamas C. McCroskew
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