Interview with Grigory Shevelev
Head, Information Programming

Acocent has changed Tn economic news: §,5.10 years ago, center of
seonomic news was, Tor example: amount of steel produced (Fig-
ures); amount of grain harvest, ete. Now in center of rews s
the relation of people to their work, understanding of the persaon
is the sssence of the amount of production of steel. This is
happening bacause relationships between the individusl and the
state and between the individusl and work s changing. and
information must refleat ft. News s definitelv a participant 9n
this transformation. Our task g not only to state, but to spush
the process further in the human conscicusmess. News e essen—
tial part of the democratization of society. With help of tv we
inform pesople about decisionsg from the top and vice versa.

Did one story about the auto factory in Moscow that makes

Moskvich carg. For 2 days the factory produced no cares. I+
didn't have 1ittle rubber rings, without which they could met
make cars. The lesaders asked: how can we go on to self-

financing [khozraschet? to develop our ownprofit, when there asre
no rubber rings? The next day, after the broadcast, other fac—
tories called Gosteleradio and said they were +in a similar situa-
tion. The Moskvich plant called and szid the comnveyver was work-—
ing again. Rubber rings bad been supolied by planes., at a cost
that made them Tike gold. Vremys can't talk daily about the lack
of Tittle rubber rings. A correspondent in Saratov was told to
go to the factory that produced the rings. The story from that
factory (in the rubber +industry) found that 9t was producing on a
Tow tachnicael Tevel. The quastion is of techrical resconstruc—
tion of the industry, and we talked about ¢ on the program nd
the problem of technical reconstruction acoelerated. But zlso
founrnd that growth of the productiorn of cars was plammed with a
planned growth of rubber rings that wass Tmpossible for the rubbep
industry to supply at that cost, and that the problem, therefore,

is of Gosplan and of the Council of Mindisters. Under self-
financing, each enterprise will do more planning. This s an
axeeptionally critical problem now. This is not pure news, ag

the West sees ¢,

International information
Provess of change g happening in many countries’ selection of
news. In London at & Eurovision Conf. Shevelev and colleagues
agreed about need for more substance and hroadening range of
Information from abroad.

Summit was news only on day of signing of treaty, strictly
speaking, but the development of talks, importance went bevond.

The visual 98 mors authoritative: the smotional slement s the
claarest advantage of tv.

They have about B0 forsign burgalus. Want to open new ones +n
Austraidias and Chinag. Moscow apparast of department = 250
people.By plan, Vremya has 40 minutes. But it depends on what
happens and can run longer. Chadirman of Gostel allows
Flexibility.

Priority is on "hot spots” of globe, countries important to war
and peace. Will have more about different aspects of 1ife in



capitalist countries, achisvemsnts. Want to use useful experi-
ance for ocur parestroika. Interested 9n how commor people live.

There 1s dncreasing fdinterest in daily 1ife of pesople evervwhere.
Information should awaken an ‘intersst in public. Sometimes
stersotypes from the flow of stories (sccidents, catastrophes)
make viewsrs lose sharpness: that % peonle died makes ro dif-
ference. Told story of crocodile and antelopse and how public
reacted n Targe numbsers. People more exarcised about this than
about the famine in Ethiopia. sto.

Ceremonial regeptions: on same level of protocol are treated
axactly the same way. Could not recall exceptions, and iF thesre
had been, they were purely technical. State tv is part of the

orotocol. Presence of tv camera g element of the protocol.

If newshaole ware larger. would do more about economics: have not
devoted enough attention to the spiritual [not religiouis] Tife
of socisty. Because economics s of primary <importance, there s
often not snough time for storfes about culture anrnd spiritual
Tife. With more time. would do more about scisnce, culturs,
music, Titerature, Tife of people., daily 1ife, art.

40 minutes s a Tong time, but we also have bulletins. Might
increase time of Vremya--not erough time now. But news should be
information,. preferably short. 35-40 mintes 9s optimal time,

g0 Minutes s done Tive TWICE (Ffor Eastern zone)

Today in the World went off and then came back. Reveals
mentality of people working in tv. It had besn on for many
years-—10 vears or so. People responsibie for program noted that
it had logt its freshness, Tiveliness; it had become dull; people
didn™t wateh 4. In order to modernize, was decided on basis of
it seems to us" to take one edition off the air. Overwhelmed by
telephone calls. Everywherse Shevelev went-—in company, with his
family-—~asked what happened. Because of this expsrisnce, when
they decided to introduce 90 Mimutes, they auickly did a
telephone survey in Moscow after the premiers and received inter-—
@sting data to use later in program. They put sociologists in
the studio about reasctions to 280 Minutes. This permitted
Shevelev more actively to argue for Himprovement of 90 Minutes.

At present, 90 Minutes runs from 7-8:30 a.m. After January, will
do another szociological study and start at 6:00 a.m. Chasrman and
Tet deputy [Kravehenko] took decision to increase program.
Increasing the program day. which this [dnvolved, is very costly.



