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'VIOLENCE GETS ‘DRAWN', QUARTERED
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PASTORE SPARKS

IMPACT ‘PROFILE’

|
By-PAUL HARRIS ':
Washington, Dec. 11. |

Sen. John Pastere (D-R.I.) will:
again air the volatile tv violence is- !

.| sue next year with lpok-see hearings '
.| before his Cormnumcatlons Sub-
i committee.

The hearings, not yet scheduled, .
will probe alleged network efforts:

.| to curb violence since the issue was

last raised several yeirs ago, and
the findings of current studies into

‘| the effects of tv violence on the
-| public. ‘*This is a very sensitive pro-
.| ject, and we plan to proceed with
.| caution,” a subcommittee spokes-
.| man said. ‘‘But we do plan to pro-
-| ceed.”

First indications that Sen. Pas-
tore wanted to réopen the 1ssue\
came several months ago, when he'

{Continued on page 6l) :
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l—(Continued from page 1) se—)

.|told a gathering of New England

broadcasters that violence on tv, es-

-|pecially in children’s’ programming,

is one reason he could néver support

-[license legislation ‘that ‘absolutely
:|guaranteed renewal.

He had earliér asked the Dept. of
Health, Educatmn & Welfare to

.|develop a " ‘“‘violence: profile”

through its National -Institutes of
Mental Health™ {NIMHY to keep
closer tabs on the effects-of tv pro-
grammmg That projett appeared
to' be buried “#i’ bureaucracy until
Pastore asked their new HEW Secr-
etary Caspar Weinberger last sum-
mer to provide a full accounting of
violence-related activities.

All Systems ‘Go’

Last week * Weinberger finally
responded to- that request. In the
past fiscal yedr, he said, five
research projects receive conti-
nued support to the tune of $233,511
and six new projects received fun-
ding of $123.437. What's more,
“NIMH has encouraged a proposal

_|from the Social Science Research
:|Council to help mtegrate stunulate
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-|pian ana mitiate turther neegea

research on television and social be-

.jhavior to provide information

needed to develop a violence

.|profile,” he told the Senator.

Weinberger outlined one pitot
project by Dr. George Gerber, a
professor at the Univ. of Penn-
sylvania’s Annenberg School of
Communications, which is in its se-
cond year probing ‘‘indicators of

-itrends in primetime tv dramatic
.Jcontent and of their effects, namely

content and meaning to viewers.”
“Results so far show that

-|television, through the symbolic

structure embedded in its images
and messages, influences the
imagery and conceptualization of
social reality held by children and
adults in such areas as geography,
demography, personal! and group
stereotyping; age, sex, etc.”
Weinberger also told Pastore that
current efforts by Dr. Gerber and
others will not yield “an adequate
multidimensional violence profile”
for another two or three years.
Pastore Won’t Wait

It was that time table, in fact,]
which prompted Pastore to get

-




cracking on the violence issue
himself. “We want to make sure the
issue doesn't die in the meantime
for lack of inierest or money, but
more important, we just want to
bring it out into the open,’” a sub-
cominittee spokesman said.
Pastore has not set a date for the
hearings, but indications are that
the priority is a high one, meaning
activity could begin soon after the
subcommittee completes hearings
on the nomination of James Quello
i0.the FCC. H that's the case, next
spring could be a busy time for the
subcommittee, which is also likely
to take up license renewall
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legislation . after the House|
completes its activities on the
|measure. The subcommittee will
talso be faced with another FCC
applicant after the expected depar-
ture of Chairman Dean Bureh.
While Pastore insists he plans to
approach the hearings with an open
mind, it's no secret the
proliferation of blood and sex on the
nation’s airways have aroused his
Puritan senmsitivities. But, said a

subcommittee spokesman: “If tv




violence does not pw a social
problem we want to find that out
too,” R
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- Carroll 0'Connor’s Archie Bunker
. character isn’t universally recognized
. -as satirizing bigotry.

- Does Arch
~ make more
- bigots tham

he cures‘)

"By Kay Mills

" Newhouse News Service

Archie Bunker’s *meathead” son-in-law
may be on the right track: Watching Archie
could be hazardous to a person’s racial and
ethnic outlook.




Reporting on a joint U.S.-Canadian study, &

; sociologist and a psychologist have concluded

that All in the Family is “more likely rein-
-forcing prejudice and racism than combatmx
lt "

1 Neil Vidmar, associate professor of psy-

" chology at the University of Western Ontatio,

and Milton Rokeach, professor of sociology -

and psychology at Washington State, found

.-ag a satire on bigotry' but instead tend to

agree with Archie’s ethnic slurs.
VIDMAR AND Rokeach entered the run-

* "ning debate on All in the Family through an

article in the upcoming winter issue of Jour-

. nal of Communication, The Journal is a -
" scholarly publication on media research’s im-

-.pact on public affairs. It is put out for the

International Communications Assn, by the .

Annenberg School Press in Philadelphia,

Soon after the program debuted, CBS con-

ducted a telephone survey for audience reac-

" tion. Its report, said Vidmar and Rokeach,

“implied that most viewers perceived All in:

the Family’s satirical intent—and therefore its

" impact would, if anything, be to reduce prej-

- udice,”

TO TRY TO BRING social scientists’
methods to bear on the controversy, Vidmar
and Rokeach surveyed 237 American teen-
agers in a Midwestern school and 130 adults
randomly selected in London, Ontarlo, Both
groups answered questions about the pro-
gram as well as others designed to measure

prejudice or ethnocentrism,

" For example, they were asked how funny
they found the show; whether they liked Ar-
chie or son-in-law Mike, whom Archie always
calls a long-haired bum; or who is made fun

- of most often.

i

The research tested two hypotheses:

" ® Selective perception, suggesting that view-

ers would find All in the Family more or less

entertaining, depending on .their degree of
» prejudice,

® Selective exposure, predicting that people

will not watch the program {o the same ex-

tent, depending on their prejudices.’

The social scientists found that highly prej-
udiced people “‘were significantly more likely
than low-prejudiced people to admire Archie
over Mike and to perceive Archie as winning

in the end.”

Looking at the second theory, Vidmar and
Rokeach found that frequent viewers of the
program also admired Archlie more than
Mike. Frequent watchers in both samples

" “condoned Archie’s ethnic slurs significantly

more often than mfrequent viewers,” they
said.

ALL IN THE FAMILY producer Norman
lear and various critics contend that by
“mixing humor with bigotry, the show leads
to a cathartic reduction of bigotry,” Vidmar
and Rokeach said.

But they added that if highly prejudiced
persons do not see the show as making fun of
bigotry, “‘they will not experience a cathartic
reduction in prejudice.

“On balance,” they concluded “the study
seems to support the critics who have argued
that All in the Family has harmtul effects.”

- *‘that many persons did not see the program -



TV industry leaders are facing still an-
other call to Sen. John O. Pastore’s
carpet on a weli-worn subject: tele-
vised violence. The Rhode isiand Dem-
ocrat, the Senate's chief TV watchdog,
has promised he will call hearings
sometime in the first part of next year.
He wants to find out, he says, whether
the networks have taken significant
steps to curb the mayhem since a mil-
fion-doliar U.S. surgeon general's
study found enough “causal relation-
ship between televised violence and
antisocial behavior . . to warrant
appropriate and immediate remedial
action.”” In a follow-up to that study,

© the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare is trying to develop a
method of measuring ‘“trends in
prime-time television dramatic content
and . . . their effects; namely, con-
text and ' meaning to the viewer.””

HEW Secretary Caspar Weinberger
recently reported to Pastore that a pi-
tot study being being conducted by Dr.
George Gerbner 'at the Annenberg
School of Communications of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania had turned up
“striking differences” in reactions of

heavy and light TV viewers.  Heavy

viewers, Gerbner found, provide an-
swers when questioned that reflect “a
‘television’ version of social reality”
and, in contrast to light viewers, “be-
lieve the incidence or prevalence of
crime or violence to be greater and

. significantly overestimate their
own chance of encountering violence
in real life.”’

Now that the FCC has decided to refax
the prime-time ‘“‘access” rule slightly
(such as giving the networks-back an

PHILADELPHIA METROPOLITAN EDITION

|
Pastore Again . g |1~
Calls Hearings ' '

On TV Violence

hour Sunday nights which they were
deprived of two years ago), agitation is
being renewed for some sort of curb
on the proliferation of network reruns.
Hollywood labor unions in particular
are pressing for more original pro-
gramming as a means of increasing
studio employment and are hoping the
FCC will call hearings on the question.
The Screen Actors Guild, for its part,
expects to raise the issue in negotia-
tions with broadcasters next spring for
new actors’ pay scales. The growing
number of reruns became a political
hot potato some months ago when
President Nixon expressed sympathy
for the unions’ campaign against
them. The networks argue that cutting
back on reruns wouid be a severe fi-
nancial hardship on them.

Many of the major public-TV stations
are going to have their own version of
a late-evening talk show beginning
next month. James Day, former presi-
dent of National Educational Televi-
sion (NET) and no stranger to TV audi-
ences (he did those interviews accom-
panying The Forsyte Saga on PBS), is
taping -a- five-times-weekiy Q&A half
hour with personalities he wants to
dissect—"It's like lay psychiatry, in a
way,” he explains—and he is peddling
the series, calied Day at Night, directly
to PTV stations. Subjects already
banked for the opening week, Jan.
7-11. Billie Jean King, Isaac Stern,
Jonathan Winters, Agnes De Mille and
Peter Max.

—~Richard K. Doan

TV GUIDE, Box 500, Radnor, Pa.
19088. (215) MU 8-7400.

TV GUIDE A-1
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Looking at
A steady diet of TV
watching does something
to its viewers, no doubt
about that. The question
that intrigues social scien-
tists and psychologists is
exactly how does TV
change its fans for better or

worse? Now, [rom the Uni- .,

versity of Pennsylvania,
comes the message that
heavy TV viewing (four
hours a day or more)
distorts a person’s general
view of reality. Heavy TV
viewers see the world not so
much as it is but rather the
way that writers for
Maude, Mannix, Mary
Tyler Moore, Hawaii Five-
0, ete. see it.
Rese¢archers at Penn,
under the direction of
George Gerbner, dgan of
the School of communica-
tions, have conducted a
series of elaborate person-
ality tests among heavy
viewers, light viewers, and
sporadic viewers and dis-
covered that the heavy
viewers are much more
likely to have misconcep-
tions about crime, crime
victims. working women,
minorities, U. S. job oppor-
tunities, and medicine, to
name just a few areas.
Initially, Gerbner was
interested in how much
violence was depicted on
the tube. His report on this
subject a few years ago
stirred controversy and
caused rating-conscious
network execs to re-study
program content. Nothing
much really changed ex-
cept in Saturday-morning
kiddie time, and Gerbner
doesn‘t expect much
change to result from his
expanded studies. But
along with his colleague,
psychologist Larry Gross,
and their crew of 25, Gerb-
ner wants to record what he
considers a profound
change in the outlook of
millions of Americans. The
data points out that TV is
producing a vast tribe of
narrow-minded, ill-fed,
frightened people.
Gerbner, Gross, and
company have been
analyzing prime-time TV
for six years. After the
start of ench new TV season
{roughly October), they
videotape c¢very prime-
time program from 7 to 11
p. m. for a week plusthe full

the world thru
living color glasses

Chares Qsqood/ Tnbune

™ 7
Researchers atthe University of
Pennsylvania warn thatheavy TV
viewing may warp your perceptions
of the real world. Fortunately, tho,
there’s an antidote. You're reading it.

By Franklynn Peterson

day’'s menuonSaturday. So
far, the project has ac-
cumulated 656 plays and
dramatic programs (in-
cluding detective series.
westerns. ete.), focused on
a galaxy of 1.907 featured
characters. and recorded
3,505 acts of comedy
episodes.”” The social and
psychological significance
of these programs has been
computerized, and the
printout provides an excep-
tional portrait of conditions
in TV-land.

Says Gross, cynically,
about where will it ali end,
“We won't be a nation free
of bias, distorted values, or
fear of violence, but at least
we may all be uniformly
scared, hold the same
biases, and hate the same
peaple.”

What’s Your
Distortion Index?

These are questions
simitar to those posedinthe
Gerbner-Gross studies.

1. What per cent of the
world's population lives
inthe U. 8. A.?

a-1% b-5% c¢-10%

d-15% e-20%

2. What per cent of U. S.
workers are in law en-
forcement jobs?
a-*'/4% b"/Zo/o
t-2% e-5%

c-1%

. What are your chances

of suftering from a seri-
ous crime this year?
a-1in 100 b-2in 100
c-3in 100 d-5in 100
e-10 in 100

. What per cent of the

victims of crime are
under 30 years old?
a-70% b-55%

c-40% d-25%

e-10%

. What per cent of the

victims of crime are
black?

a-70% b-55%

c-40% d-25%

e-10%

. What per cent of married

women work (at jobs
outside the home)?
a-50% b-40%

c-30% d-20%

e-10%

. What per cent of U. S.

workers are employedin
managerial or profes-
sional jobs?

a-5% b-10%
d-20% e-25%

c-15%

. Whatper cent of workers

have jobs in professional
athletics or entertain-
ment?
a-'f1%
d-2%

b-'/% c-1%
e-3%

(Answers on page 54)

e o s e ap b = 3 e
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+V Quiz Answers

1 which you checked “a” or §
{“c”, score 2 points; for f
levery “d” you checked, &
score 5 points; for every “e” §
score 10 points. ]

Add up your points. If B

ey

R

.iinore, youTe suspected of g
"¢ watching too much TV; 30 {
" points or more, and you &
, may be in the twilight zone.
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. TV VIOLENCE

BY KAY MILLS
. (C) 1973, NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON ~= HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE SECRETARY CASPAR
VEINBERGER HAS REPORTED TO SEN, JOHN O, PASTORE (D=R,I.) THAT
DEVELOPMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE TELEVISION VIOLENCE INDEX
WILL TAKE AT LEAST TWO OR THREE MORE YEARS.

IN TURN, PASTORE, WHO.CHAIRS THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON
COMMUNICATIONS, PLANS TO HOLD HEARINGS SOMETIME NEXT YEAR ON
WHETHER NETWORXS REALLY HAVE TRIED T0O CURB VIOLENCE IN THEIR
PROGRAMS. ONE RESEARCH REPORT HAS FOUND, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT
THE LEVEL OF TELEVISED VIOLENCE HAS REMAINED FAIRLY CONSTANT
SINCE 1970,

A SPOKESMAN FOR PASTORES SUBCOMMITTEE SAID THE PANEL WOULD
CALL IN THE NETWORKS, RESEARCHERS FROM THE (CAP) NATIONAL

INSTITUTES OF MENTAL HEALTH (NIMH) WHO ARE STUDYING THE QUESTION,

AND MEMBERS OF THE SURGEON GENERALS TV VIOLENCE ACVISORY
COMMITTEE,
PASTORE EVIDENTLY WANTS TO MAKE SURE THE ISSUE ISNT
FORGOTTEN WHILE RESEARCH GOES ON. HE HAD ASKED WEINBERGER TO
REPORT ON HOW HEW WAS IMPLEMENTING THE SURGEON GENERALS b
REPORT. PASTORE HAD PARTICULARLY PLUGGED FOR ONE OF FORMER
SURGEON GENERAL JESSE STEINFELDS RECOMMENDATIONSt A VIOLENCE.
INDEX OR PROFILE TO KEEP TRACK OF LEUELS OF MAYHEM AND 1Ts
EFFECTS ON VIEWERS, .
WEINBERGER WROTE PASTORE THAT IN THE LAST FISCAL YEAR, ‘
FIVE PROJECTS ALREADY UNDER WAY RECEIVED DLRS 233,511 FRON NIMH
AND SIX NEW RESEARCH STUDIES GOT GRANTIS OF DLRS 123,437,
ONE PROJECT IN PROGRESS BY DR« GEORGE GERBNER OF THE
. UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA FOUND "THE FIRST CLEAR DEMONSTRATION
- OF SIGNIFICANT MEDIA EFFECT™ ON WHAT VIEWERS KNOW ABOUT THE .
~ WORLD, . INCLUDING' THREATS FROM CRIME AND VIOLENCE, WEINBERGER SAID,
BUT HE ADDED THAT THE NIMH STAFF AND ITS CONSULTANTS BELIEVE
DEVELOPING AN ADEQUATE VIOLENCE PROFILE “WILL REQUIRE A
MINIMUM OF TWO TO THREE ADDITIONAL YEARS",
WEINBERGER SAID NIMH CONSULTANTS ADVISED THAT PLANNING,
DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATION OF ANY VIOLENCE PROFILE SHOULD
"BE DONE OUTSIDE GOVERNMENT WITH FEDERAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT.
THAT SQUARES WITH A RECOMMENDATION BY ELI RUBINSTEIN, .
PSYCHIATRY PROFESSOR AT THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK,
- AND EDITOR OF THE SURGEON GENERALS REPORT. _ ‘
WRITING IN THE UPCOMING WINTER ISSUE OF THE (CAPS) JOURNAL
- OF COMMUNICATION, RUBINSTEIN HAS SUGGESTED THIS LONG~TERM
BODY BE ORGANIZED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO AVOID "FIRST AMENDMENT
PROBLEMS, ADVERSARY PRESSURES OR SPECIAL INTEREST INFLUENCES"™,.

ITS MAJOR ACTIVITIES MIGHT BE RESEARCH ON ENHANCING THE '” 

VALUE OF 'TV TO CHILDREN, SERVING AS A CLEARINGHOUSE FOR PROGRESS
REPORTS AND PROVIDING EXPERT TESTIMONY. ON MAITERS RELATING TO
- CHILDREN AND TELEVISION. o - :

 ENDIT MILLS
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o " BY KnY MILLS

(8> 1973, NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE L ; A
 VASHINGTON-=ANY=NIGHT~AT=THE- ~MOVIES HAS KNOCKED OFF CARTOONS

| AS THE MOST VIOLENT TELEVISION FARE, A NEW UNIVERSITY OF -
"  PENNSYLVANIA STUDY SHOWS.. N ;:v;,;;ﬂ-¢ L
© 7T UIHE REASON3 THE "EXPLICIT VIOLENCE™'IN FILMS 1S STARTING :;:;g-;_v;~;;,,.5
', TO SHOW UP IN MOVIES ON TELEVISION AS WELL, SAYS DR. GEORGE. L ik
. GERBNER OF PENNS ANNENBERG SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS. P
. HOWEVER, THE OVERALL VIOLENCE INDEX FOR.PRIME~TIME NETWORK .~ =& -
. TELEVISION, CREATED BY GERBNER AND HIS ASSOCIATE LARRY GROSS, . = |
.. DECLINED SLIGHTLY LAST YEAR, KEEPING IT BELOW THE PEAK MURDEROUS ' =~ [
" "YEARS OF 1967=1969, L e e
o TUmSTILL,™ THEY WROTE, "EIGHT OUT OF EVERY 10 PROGRAMS AND . i o 1
“ "NINE OUT OF EVERY 10 CARTOONS CONTAINED SOME VIOLENCE.,.THE Lot ok
' RATE OF VIOLENT EPISODES ALSO REWAINED ABOUT FIVE PER PROGRAM = - . =}
. AND EIGHT PER HOUR (17 PER CARTOON HOUR)." .

:_“ . GERBNERS INDEX GIVES MORE WEIGHT TO KILLINGS THAN RUM-OF~‘Jj34
"o THE=MILL FISTICUFFS == AND MORE OF TWIS VIOLENCE GCCURS IN ~ .- /i . 7
© . MOVIES THAN IN CARTOONS, WHICH HAVE HARDLY ANY KILLING. I SR
S ANIMATED FIGURES SIMPLY BOP EACH OTHER om THE HEAD OR sunv:uz B RETNNEI
' DEATH~DEFYING FALLS OVER A CLIFF. e e
“oov YHILE MOVIES AND CRIME ACTION STORIES HOLD A SLIGHT fDGE L
.t 'DVER THE SE CARTOONS, GERBNER CAN UNDERSTAND THE CONCERN ABOUT S
% CARTOONS BECAUSE IMPRESSIONABLE CHILDREN WATCH THEM, CARTOONS, -
.~ HE SAID,' ARE STILL "HIGHLY SATURATED™- WITH MAYHEM BECAUSH THEY :
. ARE S0 VIOLENT IN 30 SHORT A TIME SPAN. - . ,\;T-ie;i«]‘*‘é
o THE VIOLENCE INDEX DISCUSSED IN THIS CURRENT | REFORT was B RRN
. CREATED INITIALLY DURING RESEARCH FOR THE EISENHOWER COMMISSION. = - »i7 o ¥
" ON VIOLENCE, LATER WORK WAS DONE FOR THE SURGEON GENERALS _;:afn"'.g CE

© 20" ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TELEVISION AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOR AND FOR

Y- THE_NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH. "
o on TO MEASURE "RISKS OF LIFE IN PRIME TIME™, THE RESEARCHERS PP
. MONITORED A SAMPLE WEEK OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS. ~THEN THEY "-'u,*-g AR
~ TALLIED SUCH FACTORS AS THE PERCENTAGE OF A PROGRAM INVOLVING . =~ = v . %
. VIOLENCE, THE NUMBER OF VIOLENT INCIDENTS AND THE NUMBER OF
;- VIOLENT CHARACTERS == ESPECIALLY KILLERS OR THEIR VICTIMS. |
""GERBNER AND GROSS FOUSND THAT IN 1972 FEVER LEADING CHARACTERS ~ . -
"IN TV PLAYS, ACTICN STORIES, MOVIES, CARTOONS OR COMEDIES . = .. .~
: ACTUALLY WERE ENGAGED IN VIOLENCE THAN IN PREVIOUS YEARS. -~ ' 0 -
" THERE WERE ALSO FEWER VICTIMS BUT THEY DIDNT DECREASE AS
MUCH AS DID MURDERERS S0 THE RATIO OF VICTIMIZATION WAS AT |
2 "NEW HIGH", -
" _IN SHORT, GERBNER SAID, “LESS VIOLENCE WENT FURTHER™ IN 1972. S
2 VIOLENCE "STRUCK PARTICULARLY HARD. AT WOMEN AND NON=WHITES," ..

" THE RESEARCHERS WROTE. =~ . .
: _ DISCUSSING THE TV VICTIMS, GERBNER AND GROSS SAID, “SOME S
. COMMIT AND OTHERS SUFFER VIOLENCE, THE PATTERN OF WINNERS AND
. 'LOSERS PROVIDES A DIFFERENTIAL CALCULUS OF THE RISKS OF LIFE ‘xl | _
o= IN PRIME TIME., THAT IS WHAT CULTIVATES A MARGIN OF FEAR AND . - . -
... DEMONSTRATES A STRUCTURE OF POWER THAT TELEVISION VIEVERS mAY. -
©i. . PROJECT UPON REALITY," o
" TIN ANOTHER PROJECT, THE MEN HAVE DOBUNENTED DISTORTION OF
T KNOWLEDGE BY HEAVY TV WATCHING. THEY FOUND HEAVY VIEWERS TEND-
T TO OVERESTIMATE THEIR CHANCES OF ENCOUNTERING VIOLENCE, LT - resr ey
7 THE PENN STUDY ALSO FOUND: - TR

© |, ==PROGRAMS WHICH HAVE BEEN ON THE AIR SINCE 1971 WERE ’-‘1;fy': S
“MORE VIOLENT THAN SHOWS STARTED LAST YEAR. S
~ =="NBC PROGRAMS INCREASED. IN VIOLENCE AND WERE THE MOST VIGLENT"_ :
IN 1972. ABC PROGRAMS ALSO INCREASED IN VIOLENCE AND WERE IN =~ . . -
;-szcown PLACE," wxrﬂ ch PROGRAMS DowN FROM 1971 AND THE LEAST

: IOLENT. LE
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: WASHINGTON**THE FIR?T CLEAR CUT FVIDENCE GF WIDESPREAD
GISTOETIGN OF WHAT HEAVY TELEVl@iﬂN VIEWERS REALLY Xi6W. AEOUT TH
ngLg IS STARTING TO EMVRGE FROM A UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA :
STUDY. .
" THE PILOT PROJECT SHOWS FOR EXAWPLE, THAT ﬁMERIGﬁN? WHO WATCH ‘A
GREAT DEAL OF TELEVISION-“INCLUDiNh NEWS: -PROGRANMS~=THINK THEY: HAVE
MORE CHANCE OF ENCOUNTERING VIOLENCE THAN THEY "IN FACT DO, 'ﬂ‘:;
- INFLUENCED BY SEEMINGLY-REALISTIC TV FARE, THESE VIEWERS ALS
OVER«=ESTIMATE THE YU.S. POPULATION AS A PERCENTAGE ‘OF THE WORLD'n
POPYLATION, THE DENSITY OF 'THE UNITED STATES, THE NUMBER OF. MEN. -
IN LaWw ENFORCEMENT JOBS, THE NUMBER OF ATHLETES AND ENTERTAINERS
IN REAL. LIFE ‘AND THE NUMBER OF COURT CASES DECIDEU BY A JURY i
INSTEAD OF BY THE -JUDGE." = :
- GEORGE GERBNER AND LARRY GROSS oF PENNa ANNE&BFRG SCHOGL 0
COMMUNICATIONS, EXPECT THEIR PROJECT, PART OF A PROPOSED
LONGER~RANGE STUDY, WILL "REPRESENT THE FIRST CLEAR=~CUT
EVIDENCE OF WAQSIVE INFLUENCE OF TELEVISION VIEWING . @
QVD %¥¥ER MEDIA EXPUSURE UPON PUBLIC CONCEPTIGNS OF SOCIAL
EAL . '
- . THEIR FI%DINGS MAY AFPEAR TO BE SIMPLY WHAT GRITICS HAVE
CONTENDED FOR YEARSt THAT TV.PRESENTS A SKEWED VERSION OF THE o SEe
WORLD-*PREDONINANTLY WHITE, MALE AWND PROFE@SIONAL. BUT THEY HAUE SO WO SR &
DOCUMENTED IT ALL. ° FIRST, THEY PRESENT A REVEALING ANALYSIS OF WHAT ' -
THAT TV WORLD LOOKS LIKE AND THEN RESULTS OF THEIR QUESTIONNAIRE R
AND OTHER TESTS COMPLETED BY HEAVY AND. LIGHT TU VILWERS AND
ALSO BY NEWSPAPER READERS, - -
S A SIDELIGHT, “THEY FOUND THATJNEWSPAPﬁR AND NEWSMAG&ZINE
REAQERS HAVE" A MORE NEARLY ACCURATE PICTURE OF THE REAL WORLD,.:
" THEIR PILOT PROJECT WAS. FINAﬂC&D BY & GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL = -
INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH, IT I3 AN OUTGROWIH OF WORX DONE FOR THEf;
NATIONAL COMMISSION 'ON THE CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE G
AND FOR THE FEDERAL SURGEON PLNERALS{BEPORT N TV VIOLENGCE. =
LOOKIRG AT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR FINDINGS, GERBHER AND GRO”S o
WWUTF THAT THE EFFECTS OF HEAVY TV VIEWING "ARE Dh A MORE BASIC
LEVEL THAN THOSE OF ATTITUDES, OPINIONS AND CAMPAIGNS OF = ..
INFORMATION OR PERSUA?ION...THEY G0 TO THE VERY DFFINITIDNS
AND ASSUMPTIONS OF THE FACTS OF LIFE AND SOCIETYse.” BRI
~ GERBNER" AND GROSS. WANT TO CONTINUE THEIR STUDY T0 DETERMINE,,' e
AMOHG OTHER THINGS, WHAT A CHILDS WORLD WILL LOCK LIKE, "GIVEN -
RELATIVELY LITTLE EXPOSURE TO THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE REAL :
WORLD AND A STEADY PIET OF EXPOSURE TO THE. WORLD OF . : e
TELFVI@IDN¢ : TR
TUUTHIS TV WORLD, THEY HAVE DISCOVERED, "IS MOSTLY DOMESTIC,
fURBAN AND CONTEMPORARY.. FOREIGNERS MAKE UP 14 PER CENT OF ITS
POPULATION, . THE FANTASTIC AND THE IMPLAUSIBLE ARE MORE LIKELY .jg:y'ﬁ*-
TO OCCUR FAR OUT IN THE COUNTRY, OR IN OTHER COUNTRIES, THAN CLOSE V) .
TO HOME. -~ WARS, SMALL TOWNS,, PLACES OF GREAT WEALTH AND POUERTY, o
‘AND SPARSELY PQPULATED AREAS QRE WORE LIKELY TO BE ABROAD- THAN
IN THE U E).»a . O
-~ "POVERTY IS FHNNIER THAN WEALTH EUFN IF 1T IS RARE (ONCE i
IN A HUNDRED SETTINGSY AND FAR AWAY. MOST. OF THOSE EMPLOYED ., -
IN THE WORLD OF TELEVISION ARE PROFESSIONALS, BUT MOST ARE ALSO
JUNMARRIED. AND- IN THE PRIME OF LIFE._‘BUDXﬁWSS, GOVERNMENT, -
ENTERTAINMENT, "LAW ENFORCENE&T AND CPIMn ARE - TH“ V%Jfﬁ o
OCCUPATIONS.
"o "HALF OF ALL’ PEOPLE COMMII VIOLENCE, .”GME FIFTH
‘PERPFTRATE SOME CRIME, & PER CENT KILL S d o CENT
" .ARE XILLED."™
L ARND TV VIEWERS KNOW Iie ‘
"ONE OF THE MOST TELLING hmzdLTS OF EK?G HRE TGO THE ”ATTERN OF

VICTIMIZATION SEEN ON TELEVISION IS THE FACT THaT HFAUY VIEMLRS

SIGNIFICANTLY OVERESTIMATE TPEIR OWN CHANCES OF FWCOUNTERIVG

‘ "OTHER CDMPARIQONS INDICATE THAT THE VIEWERS OF DAYTINE :

. SERIAL PROGRAMS (WHO ARE NOT ALL WOMEN BY ANY MEANS) SHOW THE .

SAME CULTIVATION PATTERNS AS HEAVY UIEWERS IN GENERAL3 IF -
- ANYTHING, THEY SHOW STRONGER EFFECTS, SOMEWHAT MORE SURPRISING

7“, IS THE FACT THAT EDUCATION™ DOES NOT AFFECT. THE. OVERESTIMATES BY

_HEAVY TV VIEWERS, GERBNER AND GROSS snzn.-_ S C

_;9"?§g§§ m@;w@rff;ﬂkﬁ;ﬁ;;u_if 3
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AsWe See It

[0 We get good news-——and bad—
from the latest report issued by a con-
tinuing seven-year study of television
at the University of Pennsylvania's
Annenberg School of Communications.

The good news is that, on a scale

specially constructed for this project,
television violence came down from a
1967 rate of 181 to 160 in 1873.
[J] The bad news is that TV viewers
under 30—particularly - single young
women who are heavy viewers—are
more fearful of the dangers of life than
oider people.

That this is true should not be
too surprising in this time of a rising
crime rate, but the researchers saw
significance in the fact that it is the
younger people—'the television gen-
eration”—who are more fearful. This
could be a matter of imaginations in-
flamed by the artificialities of television,
but it could also be a valid and great-
er awareness by the young of the real
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and present dangers around them.
O In any event, the University’s report
added point to the current prodding of
the FCC by Congress to deal with sex
and violence on television. This the
Commission has been doing, but we
are dubious about what the results
will be.

1t is a tough (if not impossible)}
job to distinguish statutorily between
gratuitous violence for cheap sensa-
tionalism and violence that carries on
the needs of an honestly told story.
Before they are through, the Commis-
sioners may eye with envy (and im-
potence) the action taken a few weeks
back when the Mexican government
peremptorily removed from the air 37
series, most of them American, that it
considered too violent for its people.
it can’t happen here—but one keeps
hoping for some Solomonic way to put
an end to scripts that brainwash the
public into acceptance of the idea that
the right to the jaw, or the right bullet
in the right belly, is the quick, easy
solution to human problems.

while enjoyging.
38weeks of TVGUIDE
delivered toyour door
foronly $696.
Jave $2540n $950

fingle opy pric






By SUSAN PURCELL

Televisioti camedies some-
times  have to" use .canned
Taughter, a comminications
expert says, to . let people

‘know -it’s: all rxght ‘om en]oy .

' v;olence

George Gerbner of UmVer-L ‘

sity of Pennsylva:ua says

shows like Qet Smart con- .

vey a “brutal message”
aimed at reinforcing the val
ues of a violent society.

He was addressing. the In-
ternational  Communication
Association conference here
yesterday - ‘

Prof. Gerbner, a specialist
in the social aspects of mass
commumication, describes tele-

‘Laughs let v1ewer know brutallty all l'lght’ mua? {l gﬁmj; 27, /5 R

‘vision as a pc-werful tool used

to “portray a set of values the

. dominant group wants to per-
petuate and to cultlvatg a

resistance to change ‘
Women, who' have less

-power in “our” soc1ety than
_men, are relegafed to.back-

‘ground roles and seén either

.as mere decorations or as

victims, the professor said.
Whenever women are
shown as agents of changc

TV *“picks the most bizarre

bra-burning  manifestations
of their movement to show
what a great menace it is.{
As a kresult,‘ “they've given
the women’s movement an
undesirable i m age even
among women.’ .

Carroll nghter s
HOHOSCOPE

‘GENERAL TENDENCIES TOMORROWE 4 day‘and‘evening ‘
to get oll of the small chores thaf fake time, that bring little
joy, but that-have io be done before you are able to go for-

ward to the soon-to-be

-big opportunities, However, the best

_ aspects are for ‘handling activifies or interests havmg o do
with art, music, pamtmg, sculpture, etc.

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19)
Gét at all those small accu-
mulated chores. that have to
be done somgtime and get
them behind youquickly.
Schedule fun for evening.
Make sure you help one who
has been a good friend in
the past.  ~

TAURUS (Apr., 20 to May

20) Much “‘work is needed on
that personal plan - you have

Y- S WAL Ty, JRp

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to
Jan. 20) Get that problem
solved nicely during the day
that has been difficult fo do

more attractive and”scrupu—
lously clean. The evening is
fine for enjoyinghob b ies
with friends.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb.
19) Put your energy into im-
proving your. propérty and

T U F N Tav Il

before. Make your home .

Closely allled ‘'with televi-
sion’s aim _of reinforcing the
status ‘quo g its preoccupa-
tion with selling products, to
the extent that “programs
-are de51gned to establish a
climate in Whlch selling is
‘possible.”” -

This “constant effo rtio
match the profile of the au-
dience with the product,” so
that beer and cars are ped-
\dled through sports broad-
casts and\detergents through

soap operas; means little at- -

tention will be given to pro-

grams that “lead people,to

look more critically.” ‘

Says Prof. Gerbner: ¢If
they think, that’s no good
or sales.”

Eorn - in Hungary’ and a

- U.S. resident since 1949, the
-professor . considers )'umself ‘

a “radical — butnota reve-
lutmnary because I'm not in-
volved in - revoluﬁonary ac-
tion.”

Telev1sion, he said, must
-be counteracted- by making

“a critical view of one’s

own culture z standard part
of education.” - People must
begin to view ‘‘their mass-
produced environment as
they have just startedto
loock at’ their ‘physical envi-
ronment, and realizetheir
TV sit is not the'world.
“There wads a time when
we thought pothing could be

done about the rivers”
“Now

Prof. Gerbner said.
something is being done.
Next, we must ieach the hy-

giene of our symbolic envi-
" ronment.” 4

Arknowledging that *no
culture is going to educate
children for another so-
ciety,” Prof. Gerbner said

‘the ‘schools can nevertheless

“pring a point of view that
is mot mass preduced, which
is necessary to maintain-a
spirit of eritical intelli-
gence.””

TV perpetuates injustices

of all- kinds with shows like *
All in the Family, which
“tnvxahzes what is a deadly i

serious *business.”

“People who share .Archie

Burker's prejudices feel het-

ter when they hear him-
. making jokes of them. Now:
they can joke about it foo.’
It’s not as terrible as it was

hefore.

“It also fostersitsown

class stereotypes by making
people who are ‘above’ prej-
udice look down on peopie of
Bunker’s class.””

Women are always por-
trayed in “romanticand

family roles” while warking.

women — 45 per cent.of the
U.s. adult female popitation
— are “vastly under-repre-

‘sented.”

“The price of havmga

womah portrayed as a ca-.

reer type is thaf she cannot
also be a mother, whereas:
the man has no frouble
being both a werker and a

" father.””
However inacourate thIS‘

sort of portrayal may be,

audiences perceive what.

theéy see on the 'TV screen
a ‘“‘super-reality. Their own
experience is seert 2 an ex-
ception to the rule, Reahty

is fiction and flctmn i reaI— ‘

ity,” ‘he said..

When a social group such -

as_women . mount 'opposition
to the exmtmg order, cover-

“age by, television and. other
media may ' stress ﬂ'],e “pi-- ¥

zarre: mamfestatmns" of |

their struggle, but the mes—
sage still goes ‘out and ‘¢

scmusuess is. raised. ThlS is
the price the media has to
pay for deallng w1th the

. issue.”
At the same txme, ele- -

mentsin the society rise up.

to repress women in what

Prof. “Gerbner call§ a

“counter-attack,” . which
mamfests itself by anin-
crease in rapes and porno-

grapy.
“Pornography is essen .

jtially’ anti-woman,” the pro-
fessor said, f‘and rape is the

"V r reinforces violent society, prof says

ultimate sex-power put-down,

“These 'acts are not the fault

of the media, but their por-
trayal of the women's move-
ment has led people fo ac-
cept violence against
women, to see women vul-
nerable

A great deal must be done
in "the field of communica-

‘tions to make people aware

of the effects of television
on their valué systems,
Prof. Gerbner said. -

“There is no other area of
knowledge so ‘important, in
which we have no basis of
information.”



ML

Globe

Wednesday, AJune 20, 1973

'

‘ Accordlng to study of Vlewers* :

k3

I winstead of by the judge. -

-r

me

Newhouse News -

WASHINGTON .-~  The first
‘ glear-cut evidence of widespread .
" distortion of what heavy television
viewers really know about the world
is starting to emerge from a }vaer-

s;ty of Pennsylvama study.

“The pilot proaect shows, for ex=
- ample, that Americans who watch a’

great deal of telev:swn — ingcluding .-
~NEWS: programs_ — think they have "
more chance pf encountering v10-
lence than they in fact do.

Influenced by seemlrrgly-reahsnc
IV fare, these viewers also over-e
‘timate 4he US population as a per

S centage of the ‘world Jpopulation, the

o -densxty of the: United = States, the
i rnumber of men in ‘Jaw-enforcement’ “thei
; ,Jobs, the number ot athletes and en

utt’.'rt’,amers in redl life and ‘the num-
vber of court cases decided by a Jury

expect - their peosect,_
part- of a
study, will “represent the first clear-

snmal reahty nen

for years.

ee% O}

L George Gerbner and Larry Gross .
-of Penn's Annenberg School of Com= +.
{ munications,
proposed longerirange

cuf eVidence of massive influence’ of‘

 television viewing and other media will look like, *given relatwely little .
"gxposure -upon publie’ conceptlons of

-‘n'I'helr flndmgs may appear to 'be
{ simply what crities have contended
-That.. TV presents A

red

- sional. But they have documented it -

<" ali, First, they ‘present & revealing’

analys;s of what that TV world looks "
" like and then results of their ques-
‘tionnaire and other ‘tests completed -
by heavy and light TV viewers and..
also by newspaper readers. '

- newspaper and news magazine read-
ers have a more nearly accurate plC
- ture of thé real world. :

Their p1101; prOJect was financed '
by'a grant from. the National Insti-
.tute of Mental Health. Tt is.an out-

&S "growth of work done for the Nation-

-al Comunission. on the Causes - and
‘Prevention ‘of Violence ang- for .the ..
federal” Surgeon General’s report on_
"I‘valence. S LT s

‘-Lookmg et the mgmﬁcance “of
ir ' findings,
wrote that the: effects of heavy TV .
viewing “are ‘on a' more basic level
‘than-those of attitudes," epmmns and

eampa1gns .of imformation or persuas

“sion ... they.go to the very defini=."

1:1ons and assumptlons of the facts of
: i ’ ¥

- 11fe and soelet

.Gerber and Gross want.
‘ue. their, study to determme, among’
other - thmgs ‘what a child's world .

-exposure to ‘the: “eomplexities, ‘of- the.”

osure to the world of telewsmn. ‘
g Th1s TV’ wdrld they have dlscov— P

CUB L Ty
 As a sidelight, they found that <

'. trate some crime, -

Gerber “and: Gross,

contln- .':;

‘real’ world! ‘and’'a §teady diet of’ ex-z‘:- gdeneral;

" udoes mot affect the overeshmates by

fantastic and . the 1mp1ausib1e are -
more likely to occur far out.in the
county, or in other countries, than ~
¢lose ‘to - home. Wars, small towns,"
places of great wealth and poverty, .
‘and sparsely populated areas- are
more like to be abroad than in the .

*Poverty. is funnier than weaith, i 1_
" even if it is rare (once in a hundred .
settings) and far away. Most of those -
emplbyed in the world of television
are professmnals, but most are also
unmarried and in the prime of life. |
Business, government entertain-.i
‘ment, law: enforcement and erime %
are the major occupatmns "

 “Half of all people comrmt ViO:-‘
Jence, » they wrote, “one-ﬁfth perpe-—_--
"8 - percent . Kill
someone and 3 percent are k1lled noo

And TV vlewers know 1t.. pr

' “One of the most" telhng results
of exposure to the pattern of vietim-
-ization seen on television is the fact) ’
that Theavy . viewers - *sxgmf;cantly
" overestimate’ their  own. chances’ of
encountermg v101ence 1n real hfe

“Other comparisons mdmate that
‘the -viewers -of .daytime “serial pro-
‘grams (who-are ‘not. ‘all women .by
‘any. means) show “the same- cultwa-
. tion patterns -as healvy viewers ‘in
‘if anything, they ~show
Somewhat = more
‘surprising is the fact that education

Gerbriér. and !
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By Kay Mills
Newhouse News Service
The first clear-cut evidence of
widespread distortion of what heavy
television viewers really know
about the world is starting to

emerge from a University of Penn-
sylvania study.

The pilot project shows, for exam-
ple, that Americans who watch a
great deal of television — including
niews programs — think they run a
greater risk of encountering vio-
lence than they in fact do.

Influenced by seemingly-realistic
TV fare, these viewers also over-
estimate the U.S. population as a
percentage of the world population,
the population density of the United
States, the number of men in law
enforcement jobs, the number of
athletes and entertainers, and the
number of court cases decided by a
jury as compared to judges.

George Gerbner and Larry Gross
of Penn’s Annenberg School of
Communications, expect their proj-
ect, part of a proposed Ionger-range
study, will ‘“‘represent the first
clear-cut evidence of massive influ-
ence of television viewing and other
media exposure upon public concep-
tinns of social reality.”

THEIR FINDINGS may appear
to be simply what critics have con-
tended for years: That TV presents

hat Is the Real

a skewed version of the world —
predominantly white, male and pro-
fessional. But they have document-
ed it afl. First, they present a re-

vealing ~analysis of what that TV,

world looks like and then results of
their questionnaire and other tests
completed by heavy and light TV
viewers and also by newspaper
readers.

As a sidelight, they found that

newspaper and newsmagazine read-
ers have a more accurate picture of
the rea! world.-

Their pilot project was financed
by a grant from the National Inst-
tute of Mental Health.

Looking at the significance of
their findings, Gerbner and Gross
wrote that the effects of heavy TV
viewing “are on a more basic level
than those of attitudes, opinions and
campaigns of information or per-
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suasion . . . they go to the very def-
initions and assmnptxons of the facts

of life and society. . -
GERBNER and Gross want to

s

Message?

continue their study to determine, .
among other things, what a child’s "

world will lock like, *‘given relative- |

1y little exposure to the complexities
of the ‘real world’ and a steady diet

of exposure to the world of televi-

sion."

This TV world, they have discov-

ered, ‘‘is mostly domestic, urban .-

and contemporary. Foreigners

make up 14 percent of its popula- -

tion. The fantastic and the implausi-
bie are more likely to occur far out
in the country, or in other countries,

than close to home. Wars, small

towns, places of great wealth and .
poverty, and sparsely populated -
areas are more likely ta be abroad -

thaninthe U.S. .

“Poverty is funnier than wealth ’
~even if it is rare (once ina hundred .

settings) and far away. Most of

those employed in the world of tele- |

vision are professional, but most
are also unmarried and in the prime

of life. Business, government, enter- '
law enforcement and

tainment,
crime are the major occupations.

“Half of all people commit vio-
lence,” they wrote, “one-fifth per-
petrate some crime, 6 percent kill
someone and 3 percent are killed.”

Education does not affect the
overestimate by heavy TV viewers,
Gerbner and Gross said.
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STUDY FINDS OTHER DISTORTED VIEWS OF LIFE
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By KAY MILLS
Newhouse News Service

WASHINGTON — The first
clear-cut evidence of wide-
spread distortion of what
heavy television viewers
realy know about the world is
starting to emerge from a
University of Pennsylvania
study.

The pilot project shows, for
example, that Americans who
watch a great deal of television

— including news programs —
think they have more chance
of encountering vielence than
they in fact do.

the world’s,

Influenced by seemingly-
realistic TV fare, these view-
ers also overestimate the U.S.
population as a percentage of
the population
density of the U.S., the num-
ber of men in law enforce-
ment jobs, the number of ath-
letes and entertainers in real
life and the number of court
cases decided by a jury in-
stead of by the judge.

. George Gerbner and Larry
Gross, of Penn's Annenberg
School  of . Communications,

‘expect their project, part of a

proposed longer-range study,
will “represent the first

clear-cut evidence of massive

influence of television. view-
ing and other media exposure
upon public conceptions of so-
cial reality.”

kX
Their findings may appear
t¢ be simply what critics

have contended for years:
That TV presents a distorted
version of the world — pre-
dominantly white, male and
professional. But they have
documented it all. First, they
present a revealihg analysis

H Ce V(S Ib/(/uqﬁ E_Uﬂﬂb.nj' f"\,{Q,{,dg

“and for

of what that TV woarld looks
like and . then results of their
guestionnaire and other tests
completed by heavy and light
TV viewers and 2lso by news-
paper readers.
As a sideligit,

they found
that newspaper and news-
magazine readers have a more

nearly accurate picture of the”

real world,
“Their pilot project was fi-
nanced by a grant frem the

National Institutz of Mental

Health. It is an ocufgrowth of
work done for the National
Commission on the causes
and Prevention of Viclence
the federal surgeon
general’s repoxt on TV vig-
lence.

Looking at the significance

" of their findings, Gerbner and

Gross wrote that the effects
of heavy TV viewing “are on
a more basic level than those
of aftitudes, opinions = and
campaigns of information or
persuasion . .. They go to the

very definitions and assump-

tions of the facts of life and
saciety.”
Y K

Gerbner and Gross want o
continue their
mine, among ‘
what a child’s world will look
like, “‘given relatively little
exposure to the complexities
of the ‘real world and a
steady diet of exposure to the
world of television.”

This TV. world, they: have
discovered, “is . mostly do-

other - things,

study to deter-

fantastic and the implausible .

are more likely to occur far
out in the country, or in other
countries, than clege to home.
Wars, small towns, places of
great  wealth and. poverty,
and sparsely populated areas
are more likely to bs abroad
than in the U.S. ..."
“Poverty is funpier than
wealth, even If it s rare
(once in a hundred settings)
and far away. Most.of those
employed in the world of iele-
vision are professionals, but
most are also nnmarried and
in the prime of life. Business,
government, entertainmeant,
law enforcement and crime
are the major occupations.
“Half of all people commit
violencs,” they wrote. “‘One-
fifth perpatrate some crime, 6
per cent kill someone and 3
per cent are killed.” -
And TV viewers know it.
“One of the most telling re-
sults of exposure to the pat-
tern of victimization seen on
telavision is the fact that
heavy viewers
overestimate” their .own chan-
ces of encountering vmlence

.in real life .

“QOther comparlscms in-
dicate that’ the viewers of
daytime  gerial ~ programs

significantly -

o A ]

T hmd e bk A "

(who are not all- women by
any means) show the same .

_cuitivation patterns as heavy |7

viewers in general; i  any-
thing, they show stronger ef-’
fects.  Somewhat more sur-
prising is the fact that educa-

mestic, urban and contempo-~tion” does not affect the over-

“rary. Foreigners mezke up 14

per cent of its population, The

estimates by heavy TV view-
ers, Gerbner and Gross said..




By KAY MILLS

Newhouse Service

WASHINGTON  —-
first clear-cut evidence of

The

widespread  distortion  of
what heavy. television
viewers really know about
the world is stlarling to
emerge from a Universily of
Pennsylvania study.

The pilot project shows,
for example, that Americans
who watch a. great deal of
" television — including new
programs — think they have
more chance of encountering

violence than they in fact do. -

Influenced by scemingly-
realistic. TV fare, these
viewers also  over-estimaié
the ULS. popuiation as a pet-
centage of the world popula-
tion, the density of the Unit-
ed States, the number of inen

e

PBX

A oar.
-E*i- 6@&_&_ %

in law enforcement jobs, the
number of athletes and
entertainers in real life and
the number of court cases de-
cided by a jury instead of by

" the judge.

GLORGE GERBNER and
Larry Gross of Penn’s An-
nenberg School of Communi-
cations, expect their project,
part of a proposed ionger-
range study, will “represent
the Tirst clear-cul evidence of
massive influence of felevi-
sion viewing and other media
exposure upon public concep-
tions of soclal reality.”

Their findings may appear
to be simply what critics
have contended for years:
that TV presents a skewed
version of the world —
predominantly  white, male
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and professional. But they
have documented it all.’

First, they present a
‘revealing analysis of what
that TV world looks like and
then yesulis of their ques-
tlonnaire and olher tests
. completed by heavy and light
TV wviewers and also by
newspaper readers.

AS A SIDELIGHT, they
found that newspaper and
newsmagazine readers have
" a more nearly accurate pic-
ture of the real world.
_ Their pilot project was fi-
nanced by a grant from the
National Institule of Mental
- Health. It is an outgrowth of
work dong for the National
Commission on the Causes
and Prevention of Violence
and for the federal surgeon

ook ke, “given

general’s report on IV vio-

- lence.

Leoking al the significance
of their findings, Gerbner
and Gross wrote that the
effects of heavy TV viewing
“are on 4 mere basic level
than those of atlitudes, epin-
ions and campaigns of infor-
maiion or poeriuasion
they go to the very deflini-
tions and asswaptions of the
of facts of life and sociely

EE)

Gerhner and Gross want to
conlinue their study to deter-

mine, among other things,
what a childs world will

relatively -
littie exposure -to  the
complexities  orf  the ‘real
world' and a steady diet of
exposure 1o the world of lele-
vision.” :

- The

©country, or in

THIS 1V WORLD, they

have discovered, “is. mostly

. domestic, urb:n and contem-

perary. Forcigners make up
14 per cent of its population.
fantastic and  the
implausible are. more likely
to occur far out in the
other
countries, than close to
nome. Wars, small towns,
places of great wealth and
poverly, and sparsely popu-
lated areas ars more likely to

be abroad tihnn in the U.S.

11

“Poveriv i Tunnier than
wealth, cven if it is rare
(once in & hundred setlings)
and far away. Most of those
emploved in the world of
television are  professionals,
but most are also unmarried
and in the prime.of tife. Busi-
ness, government, entertaine
ment, law enforcement and
crime are the major occupa-
tiens.. .

CHALD OF all poople com-
mit  violenee” they wrote,
“one-fifth porpeiraie  some
crime, six pev cent kil some-
one and three per cent are
killed.”

And TV vicwers know it -

“One of tite moul telling
results of exposure to the
pallern of victimization seen |
on televizion is the fact that
heavy vinwers significantly
overgstimate  their owi
chances of encountering vio-
lence in real life. . .

“Orher comparisons indic-
ate that {he viewers of day-

time serial programs- (who
are not all women' by any

meany) shiow the same colii-
vation-pallerns 2% heavy
viewers i eneral; if any-
thing, they show  stronger
effects. - Stmewhit  more
surprising is the fact that ed-
ucation «does not affect the
overestimates by heavy TV
viewers, “Gersbner and Gross
said.
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"Penn University study says - 3

3 TV viewers don't see real woﬁd

| By KAY MILLS
- Washinglon Bureau, The Oregonian

1 WASHINGTON — Distor-

-1 tion of what television view-:

. ers know about the world is
. revealed in a University of
 Pennsylvania study.

i The study shows Amen
1 cans who watch a great deal
J of television—including news
1 programs—think they have
{- more chance ¢f encountering
{1 violence than in fact they do.
Influenced by seemingly -
: realistic TV shows, these

4 the U.S. population as a per-
¢ centage of the world popula-
i tion, the density of the Unit-
1 ed States, the number of
men in law enforcement
i jobs, the number of athletes
; and entertainers in real life -
and the number of court cas-

of by the judge.
George Gerbner and Larry

‘School of Communications,
' expect their project, part of
ca proposed longrange study,
wxll “represent. the first
. clearcut evidence of massive
{: influence of  televisien view-

S

i viewers also oOver-estimate .

" es decided by a jury instead

,Gross of Penn's Annenberg

" ing and other media expos-

ure upon public conceptions
of special reality.”

Their findings seem to be.:

what critics have contended
for years: TV presents a
false version of the world--
predominantly white,
and professional. But they
- have documented it all. They
presented an analysis of the
TV world dnd the results of
their questionnaire and other
tests completed by heavy
and light TV viewers and
newspaper ‘readers.

They found newspaper and

news magazine readers have
a more accurate picture of
the real world. ,

Their pilct project was fi-

nanced by a grant from the .
~National Institute of Mental .
Health. It is an outgrowth of -

work dene for the National
Commission on the Causes
and Prevention of Violence

and for the federa] surgecn -

.general’s report on TV vio-
lence.
- Gerbner and Gross want 10
continue their study to deter-
mine, among other things.

.what a_child’s. world" will

T

male’

lock- like, “given rélat]
little exposure fo .fthe
complexities . of th¢real
world> and a’steady_diel, of
“exposure - to the woitd* ol
television.” e
~ The TV world, they:izme
discovered, “is- mostly do-
mestie, urban and contempo-
rary. Foreigners make up 14
per cent of its populatnon
The fantastic and the im-

plausible are more likely to
occeur far out in the country,
¢ in. other COlmtrles, than
close to home. Wars Amall
towns, places . of” great
wealth and poverty, and
sparsely populated areas are
more likely to be abroad
than in the United Staaes
“Poverty is fusnnief '
wealth, even i 3
(once in a hundred setid
and far away. Most of those
employed in the world of Lel-
evision are prolessicnais, put
.1moest are also unmarried aud
~in the prime of life. Busi-
ness, government entertgihi-
ment, law enforcement &nd
crime are the major occ@a—
‘ticns. .
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By KAY MILLS
Newhouse Naws Service
WASHINGTON. — The first
clear-cut evidence of wide-
spread distortion of what
steady  television  viewers
really know about the world is

University of - Penasylvania
study.
.The pilot project shows, for

waich a great deal of televi-
sion — including news pro-
grams -— think they have
more chance of :encountéring
violence than they in fact do.

istic TV fare, these view-
-erg -also aver - estimate the
U. 8. popuolation as a percen-
tage of the world population,
‘the density of the United
States, the number of men in
law  enforcement jobs, the
number of athletes and enter-
tainers in real life and the
ntmber of court cases decided
by a jury. instead of by the
judge.

George Gerbner and Larry
Gross of Penn’s Annenberg
School of Communications, ex-
peet their project, part of a
_proposed longer-range study,
J will  “represent the first
clear-cut evidence of massive
influence of television viewing
and other media exposers

upon public conceptions of so- |

cial reality.”

“Fheir fmdmgs may appear
-to be simply what critics have
contended for years: that TV
presents a skewed version of
the  world — predominantly
white, male and professional.
But they have documented it
all. First, they present a re-
vealing analysis of what that
CTV world looks like and then
results of their questonnaire
and other tests completed by
heavy and light TV viewers
and also by newspaper read-
ers.
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Harry Harris is on va-
cation. His column will be’
resumed on his return.

starting to emerge from a-

_example, that Americans who-

- Influenced by seeminly real-

As a sidelight, they fou'nd_
that pewspaper and newsma- -

gazine readers have a more i | ,
violence,”

nearly. accurate picture of the
real world.

Their pilot project was fi-
nanced by a pgrant from the

National Institute ‘of Mental

Health. It is an outgrowth of

Commission on -the Causes
and  Prevention of Violence
and for the Federal surgeon
general’s report on TV vie-
lence.

Locking at the significance
of their findings, Gerbner and
Gross wrote that the effects of

“heavy TV viewing “are on a
. more basic level than those of

attitudes, opinions and cam-
paigns of information or per-
suasion ... they go to the
very definitions and assumip-
tions of the facts of life and
society .

Gerbner and Gross want to
continue their study to deter-
mine, among other things,
what a child’s world will look
like, “given relatively litfle
expostire to the complexities
of the ‘real world” and a
steady diet of exposure to the
world of television.”

This TV world, they have
discovered, “is mostly domes-
tic, urban and confemporary.
Foreigners make up 14 per-
cent of its population. The
famtastic and the implausible
are more likely o occur far
out in the country, or in other
countries, than close to home.
Wars, small towns, places of
great wealth and poverty, and
sparsely-populated areas are
more likely to. be abroad than

Cinthe UL 8.,
“Poverty is funnier than
wealth, even if it is rare.

(once in a hundred settings)
and far away. Most of those
employed in the world of tele-

vision are professionals, but
most ‘are also unmarried and
in the prime of life. Business,
government,  entertainment,
law enforcement and crime
are the major occupations.

“Half of all people commit
they wrote, “‘one-
fifth perpetrate some crime, 6
percent kill someone and 3
percent are killed.” -

And TV viewers know it,
~ “One of the most telling re-

work done for the National ;Sults of exposure to the pat-

“tern of victimization seen on

television . is the fact that
steady viewers significantly
overestimate their OWil
chances of encountering  vio-
lence i real life . ..

- *Otlier comparisons indicate
that the viewers of daytime
serial programs (who- are not
all women by any means)
show the same cultivation pat-
terns as heavy viewers in ge-
neral; if anything, they. show
stronger effects, Somewhat
more surprising is the fact
that education does not affect
the overestimates by heavy
TV viewers,” Gerbner and
Gross said. : .
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The Surprised Brain

Edward Schafer and Marilyn Marcus of the Brain-Behavior Re-
search Center, Sonoma State Hospital, have discovered that
sudden sound or light evokes a greater electrical discharge
from a person’s brain when the stimulus is presented unex-
pectedly than when the person controls the stimulus. What
makes this information more than academic trivia is an indica-
tion that the difference in electrocortical response between a
“surprised” and a “prepared’’ brain is related to intelligence.

Schafer and Marcus studied 50 people ranging in age from
three years to 78 and in intelligence from institutionalized re-
tardates to Ph.D. scientists. Describing the experiment in de-
tail would require considerable space, but in essence, the sub-
jects were presented auditory and visual stimuli under three
conditions, described as:

“self-stimulation, in which the subject delivered flash or
click stimuli to himself by pressing a microswitch with some
attempt to deliver the stimuli randomly in time; machine
stimulation, consisting of a tape recorder playback of the
stimulus sequence generated by the subject during the self-
stimulation condition; periodic stimulation, with clicks or
flashes presented at the rate of one every two seconds.”

"Initial results,” the researchers said, “"demonstrate that
electro-cortical potentials evoked by self-delivered visual and
auditory stimuli exhibit much smaller amplitude and faster
post-stimulus timing than responses evoked by identical ma-
chine-detivered stimuli.” After discussing the results in great-
er detail, they concluded: "'Results indicate, therefore, that
the more foreknowledge the brain has of stimulus timing, the
smaller and faster the electro-cortical potentials evoked by
that stimulus.”

In analyzing the results further, Schafer and Marcus ob-
served that there were substantial variations among individu-
als in what they cali the "self-stimulation score’’—the differ-
ence between voltages evoked by {expected) self-stimulation
and (unexpected) machine stimulation.

Prompted by this difference and earlier work ""relating as-
pects of the sensory evoked response to human intelligence,”
Schafer and Marcus "looked for a possible relationship be-
tween cognitive ability and the self-stimulation score. Results
from nine retardates with Down’s Syndrome, 10 technicians
selected for average intelligence (Peabody 1.Q. between 90 and
110) and 13 Ph.D. scientists,indicate a definite relationship
between intelligence level and the self-stimulation score. The
scientists scored higher than the technicians, who in turn out-
scored the retardates.”

The researchers stressed that their results are preliminary;
more work is needed before any firm relationship is established
between these sensory-evoked responses and human intelli-
gence. But the possibility of developing an objective, possi-
bly cuiture-free measurement of intelligence appears intrigu-
ing and worth further investigation.

Report will appear in one of the July issues of Science magazine.
For a reprint, write Schafer, B-BRC, Sonoma State Hosp., Eldridge,
Ca. 95431

It's a Tough Job

The stress-filled work of an air traffic controlier is familiar to
anyone who read the book,Airport, or saw the movie made
from it. Sidney Cobb of Michigan’s Survey Research Center
and Robert Rose, Boston U. Medical School, decided to test
the belief that this tension led to a high frequency of certain ill-
nesses among ATCs. They compared medical records of 4325
male ATCs and 8435 second class airmen, using examination

data from the Civil Aeromedical Inst.

Cobb and Rose investigated hypertension, peptic ulcer and
diabetes. Hypertension was four times as prevalent among
ATCs as among airmen. This was partly due to differences in
the weeding-out process: A higher percentage of airmen diag-
nosed as hypertensives are denied licenses and therefore don‘t
show up in exam figures for succeeding years. Due to this, Cobb
and Rose conclude, ""the difference in prevelance between the
two groups is exaggerated, but not enough to account for the
fourfold excess of cases among the air traffic controilers.”

Further analysis of the medical records backed this interpre-
tation: New cases of hypertension were discovered annually
among ATCs at a rate about six times that of second class air-
men. Mean age at which hypertension was diagnosed was 41 for
ATCs; 48 for airmen. And the prevalence of hypertension
among ATCs working at high-density towers or centers was sig-
nificantly greater than among those working in fow-density areas.

Considering peptic ulcer, the researchers found it occured
twice as frequently among ATCs, had twice as high an annual
incidence, appeared at a younger age and was considerably
more prevalent at high-density towers. "The evidence on dia-
betes is appreciably weaker,” according to Cobb and Rose, ""but
it is sufficiently suggestive for the matter to be examined in sub-
sequent studies.”

Article appeared in the April 23 Journal of the American Medical As-
sociation, For reprint, write Cobb, SRC, U. of Mich., Ann Arbor 48106.

A Separate Reality

Heavy TV viewers perceive social reality differently than light
viewers and much differently than news readers, according to
preliminary findings in a pilot TV and cultural indicators stu-
dy. Using a forced error choice guestionnaire, George Gerb-
ner of the Annenberg School of Communications found that
heavy viewers consistently reflected a TV bias in their be-
liefs about occupations, geography and other matters.

For example:

®  11.3% more heavy viewers than light viewers overesti-
mated the percentage of the worid population comprising
Americans.

®  14.4% more heavy viewers than light viewers overesti-
mated the percentage of white Americans employed as pro-
fessionals and managers.

Sex, age and education made no difference, and viewers
of news programs showed the same pattern of TV bias as
viewers of dramatic shows. The opposite response pattern
was reflected in comparisons between heavy and light news
readers. Heavy readers, especially newspaper readers, regard-
less of TV habits, were significantly more likely to choose
an answer closer to the facts.

Gerbner notes that the findings ""represent the first clear-
cut demonstrations of significant media effects upon imagery
and knowledge of critical social import.” And he under-
scores the importance of the fact that heavy viewers signifi-
cantly overestimate the incidence of violence and their own
chances of encountering it in real life. “In order to have
violence, you have to train victims,”” and "‘engender a climate
of fear,” Gerbner told BT. His study is an outgrowth of
years of studying TV violence.

His latest violence index shows a decline in the number
of violent characterizations for 1972. But, the rate of vio-
lent episodes rose and the number of victims for each vio-
lent character was the highest in six years. -

Gerbner has a limited number of copies of report for researchers.
Write him at Annenberg School of Communication, U, of Pa., Phila-
delphia 19104.
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The level of violence on 1972 network television was somewhat
below the 1971 rate, although the average viewer could still expect to
see some violence in eight out of every ten progrsms and nine out of
every ten cartoons.

These are among the findings published in the fifth of a series of
TV violence studies conducted by Dr. George Gerbner, professor and dean
of the Annenberg School of Communications at the University Qf Pennsyl-
vania, and Dr. Larry P. Gross, assistant professor of communications at
Annenberg.

They also found that women and nonwhites are increasingly being
portrayed as victims of violence, leading to what the report terms a
demonstration of "an invidious pattern of fear and power."

Says Gerbner: ""Those who see themselves in this role are likely to
feel victimized also, for the way in which they see themselves is the

way in which they will think of themselves.”

As a2 result, women and
nonwhites are encouraged to feel fear and panic.
To measure the overall level of televised violence, Gerbner and

Gross use a ''Violence Index,' ba