Octover 11, 1957

Mr, Jack Wizard

Productlion Code Adminisiration
Hovion Picture Adssoclation of America
8480 Beverly Blvd.

Hollywood LB, Califomiz

Dear Mr Wizards:

Our mutusl friend, Harcel Frym suggested that you might be able to give
ws help and advice on & research problem,

We have been asked by the National Institute of Henbal Health Ho situdy
some problens relating Yo the communication of mental healtn information,
- The grent extends over a periocd of several yesrs, and covers different phases
of the problem.

A% the present time we are most lnberested in lsarning more aboui the
treatment of the problem of mental illness in the media, especially in films,
televisiong and the press. By treatment we mean both infermational and
dramatic (entertaimment), and both productions designed around mental illness
as & central theme and incidental occurrence of this toplec, In obher words,
we would like to learn more aboub the poritrayal of the mentally il1l; of his
relationships to others, his proﬁl@mss and people and services related Lo him,
and about policies or aspumptions governing such portrayal.

We have dore some analysis of comtent, and need to do more, We need case
study material that would indicate what bappens to relevant meterial in iLhe
process of seleotion for production, and in the process of production iteelf,
We would like to find ocub from people counnected with the industry, and others
possibly concerned with this problem, what rules, codes, taboos, pressures,
formal or informal working assumptions, e:r,e,@,9 guide selection and production
decizions related Lo our topic.

Our job is factwfindings not Judgnent or advice, We are planning to
interview people mostly on the East and West Loast, and bo gather as much
documenbary case material as we can, 1 expect to be in L.A, the week of
November 18 for an exploratory visit, and would apprcciate it very mich if
you could sugrest o time and place for a brief conversation so I could getb

same swggestlions from you as to what mighbt be the mest profitable ways 1o
proceed. Tf you vould alse sugrest obher people 16 contact in advance for
an appointment {in the movie industry, at the networks, or in other organizo-

tlons that might bave seme relevant informatb ion), I would be most grateful.

Sincerely yours,

George Gerbner
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Mr, Clark VWales . ”ff’f",,a—“’"“#f
Association of Hotion Pioture Produecers, Inc.

BLB0 Beverly Zoulevard
Los Angeles L8, California

Dear ¥Mr. Wales:
I have bheen encouraged to turn o you for possible advice and assistance
in a research problam,

We have been studying the communication of wental healith iuformation
under 2 grant fror the Bational Institute of Mental Health. At the present
time we ave most inberested in learning more sboub the ireatment of the
sroblem of mental illness in the media, especially in filme and belevision.

. We would Iike o find out from people in the industry, and others cone
cerned with this problem, whai pOllBlEﬂy coden, prestures, wrking assimp-
tiong affect the selection and handling of material involving problems of
mepbel Lllness, Trom script to final product, We are also interested in
lesrning about any problems or polleies of exploitation and distribublon that
might velate to such material.

The subject itsclf includes the "imaue® of mental 1llness, the porirayal
of mﬁﬂtaiLY gil persong, the treatment of thelr relationships to others, the
handliing of people and services related Lo them, especially in dramatic enbere
taingent productions. e are 1n$erestea in casual or incidental cropping up
of thig subjsct in films ané programs, ag well as in factors affecting iis
wreatmernt as a waln bheme.

I am planwing to make an exploratory visit to los Angeles the weel of
Bovember 18, Iy main purpose is to establish conbact with people in key
posibions from our point of viewy, to talk to people wiho have personal experiences
in beling associated with productions related to ocur topic, and to gather as much
pase-sbudy material as possible.

Moy L call you savly next week when I ged into bown? 1L at that tiwe
we find that we might have a profitable conversation on this subjees, I will
appreciate a briel personal interview abt o convenient dtime,
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Thanks oy any consideration you give our problem, aml advice or help
you wighlt be able Lo offer.

g

Sincerely yours,

sye Garbhner
tohant Professor
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MoTioN PIGTURE ASSOGIATION
OF AMERICA, ING.

1850 Eve STREST, NORTHWEST

WAasHiNGgTON 8, DM C,

KENMNETH CLARK
VICE PRESIDENT

ERIC JOHNSTON
PRESIDENT

January 27, 1958

Professor George Gerbner

Institute of Commmunications Research
The University of Illinois

Urbana, Illincis

Dear Professor Gerbner:

I am glad you found so much of what you want
in Cogley's report. I take it that you are requesting us to turn over
to you the complete content analysis on 60-80 titles you think would
be pertinent to your study. I am not prepared to turn over the sheets
on thesge titles.

We. will be prepared, however, to try to
answer certain specific questions you may want to ask with respect
to each of these titles. If this is agreeable to you, please send me
the list of titles together with the specific questions you have in mind.
1 think you should try to target (if I may use the word) your questions
and not make them of a broad, sweeping, general nature.

I would be grateful if you would send along
the lists and the questions in duplicate, so I may turn over the
spare copy to Mr., Linden.

Thank you and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth Clark
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My, Joek Yalespd. Prasident
Mordon Picture dssovciation of Awverilcn, Inc.
?ﬁﬂﬁ Ey@"ﬁ?&ati Horkhwest

waghingben 8, . €,

fanr ¥y, Valentis

1 was wmogt isteyested i youy vemavks, & vepovied In ths Hew York Times on
June Z1, prosozing cloger volatiowships with universities, and ths &&i&%li&ﬁ%&?&
of seminges, swavds, sod prénts fo foster cvestive Talent In filpmsidng and
scholarshin., %o aswe, of course, dedicated to these ehjectives snd welcome

yous suppork of thes.

You wmay 5o Interegied bo koow that we beve sponsoved sueb gondnsys snd have
siven sweh boholarships an you propons, snd will sontiose to do so. Alsza, The
School fp enbarkiog on the desipn and construetion of 2 wajor wew Uenter for
Gommrnicaiion Arte sad Sclouces on the University of Pewwsyivanie esmpus, and
will b2 in e position to lsuach further now programe developing sod sshibizing
fresh works of aiﬁ,amé inguivy,

The encloged gﬁ?&f@ia& is to pegquatint you with the type of program dnd the fype
of gtudents we heve. I you ges sny way we can belp coment the “pavinevship®
you propose, tr would like uwe o suppest spesific seaps & thet eud, please let
e koo and ¥ owil) be glod te fnllow theodugh.

Fingevely youye,

i

e Geurge Gerbuey,
Eoclosura Do



MoTionw PIcTURE ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA, INC.
1600 EXYE STREET, NORTHWEST

WasmHINGTON, D. C. 20006
@
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June 25, 1966

JACK VALENT!
PRESIDENT

Dear Dean Gerbner:

How very kind you are
to take the time to write and enclose the
portfolio concerning The Anmnenberg Schoeol of
Communications. The idea of establishing
seminars, awards, ete,, is but a step into the
future. The key lies within our young people.

¥ would appreciate
hearing from you regarding your new programs.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

George Gerbner, Dean
The Annenberg School
of Communications
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104



