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Qut of P_astore'_heéfin-gs comes agreément' N
that something will be done—but what?

Chairman Pastore

Television "violence has been shown to
cause aggressiveness in some children
who are predisposed to such behavior.
No one is sure exactly what “violence”
is, specifically how it aifects children,
how many children are affected -or how,
mtich violence -on TV is excessive. But
_the tentative causal link established by
the surgeon general’s report is enough
for broadcasters to begin  reducing

mediately and substantially.
~ That was the tenor of a four-day
hearing held last week on the report by
Senator John ©. Pastore’s (D-R.L)
Communications Subcommittee.
The $1-million rcport, “Television
and Growing Up: The Tmpact of Tele-

vised. Violence,” was requested by Sen-

ator Pastore and was compiled under
the direction of a 12-member Scientific
Advisory Commiltee on Television and
Socinl Behavior -appeinted by the sur-
geon. general in 1969, It was released
fast January (BROADCASTING, -Jan. 24},

Surgeon General Jesse L. Steinfeld
told the subcommittee that “my profes-
sional response . . . is that the broad-
casters should be put on notice. The

overwhelming consensus and the unani-,

mous Scientific Advisory Committee's
report indicate that televised- violence,

indeed, does have an adverse effcet on
certain members of our society,” That~
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causal relationship, he ‘said, “is- suffi-
cient to ‘warrant appropriate and im-
mediate. temedial - action.” TV should

not be the “whipping boy” for ail of .
- society’s ills, he said;"but “we musi take
whatever aclions we-can, when we do -

identify factors contributiog to anti-
social behuvior in our socicty.'

‘Dr. Steinfeld said that “unfortunate-
ly™ two of the networks (ABC and

violence in children's programing—im-".. NBC) and. the National Association of

. Broadcasters were allowed to veto seven

of thé prospective members of the ad-
visory committee. (CBS' declined par-

~ticipation in the selection process.) But

he stressed that the end product was a
unanimous report from scientists from
a variety of backgrounds.

Dr. Steinfeld appeared at the opening
of the hearings last Tuesday (March
213. On the third day broadcasters got
a.chance to be heard. Julian Goodman,
president - of - NBC;- John Schneider,
president of the CBS/ Broadcast Group:
Elton Rule, president of ABC, and Vin-
cent T. Wasilewski, president of the
NAB, alt called -attention to efforts al-

ready being made 1o reduce violence

and elevate quality (in children’s pro-
graming. Ali pledged to cooperate in

joint discussions of ways to deal further -

with the problem. .
‘Senator Pastore made it ¢clear through-
out. the hearing that fotal elimination

i on television violence

sake,” he said. “Violence for profit.”
Dr. Steinfeld, when asked by Senator
Pastore what course of action he would

" recommend, made the following sug- . .

gestions: . _ _
® A foundation to monitor viclence
and publish violence ratings; He said the

' -~ John and Mary R, Markle Foundation

has indicated interest in spearheading
such an cffort. . :

= A study of the long-range - social-
implications of violence and the use
of TV for prosocial behavior.

grams.

violence on TV by pointing out 0 chil-

dren the conscquénces of violent acts

and. emphasizing prosocial ‘behavier. Tn

_this context, he said the Office of Child

Development of  the  Department of
Health. Education and Welfare will
publish a boeok. in the next few months
“ori_ how parents should view TV with
their children. '

Dr. Steinfeld was. accompanied by

Dr. Eli. Rubipstein, vice chairman “of

" the advisory commiltee, and seven

members of the cominiitee. When

pressed by -Senator Pastore, they all, '
concurred with the surgeon . gencral’s

conclusjons. .

Cne of the advisory conunittee- mem-
bers, Dr. Alberta E. Siegel, outlined a
plan of action that contained a few
additional suggestions. These were boy-
cotting products advertised in programs
containing excessive  violence, - increas-
ing support. for public felevision, ap-
pointment of a.child advocate fo the
FCC and institution -of travel feilow-
_ships for writers and producers 1o ob-
sorve - how other nations handle chil-
dren’s programing. ' )

Representative - John  Murphy . (D-
N.Y.) repeated his misgivings over the

report in light of the fact that the TV
industry was allowed to blackball seven
proposed mesmbers of the advisory com-
mittee. “The result of ali thiz has been
an - alleged misrepresentation of some
otherwise -excellent research . that has
caused a rebellion, nol only among the

25

 of violence was not the goal. “We're
-talking about violence for violence's

» FCC scrutiny of stations .in terms - .
of the violence content of their pro-.

" 'm .Parental . action to. ‘*‘ursanitize” -




Dr. Steinfeld

scientists who were originally black-

balled -from the advisory committee,
-but among many of the scientists who
actually participated in and coniributed
to” the report. he said.

Mr. Murphy recommended the sur-
geon general “establish a review panel:

‘of sociai scientists who have no con-
nection” with. or vested interest in . the
TV industry. to - re-evaluate the con-
clusions.” :
- Dr. Merlin K. Duval, HEW assistant
secretary for health and scienlific af-
fairs, attended the first day of the hear-
ing but did not testify. But in a.state-
ment submitted for the record, he said.
-t is beyond dispute that a reduction
in the violent content of television pro-
graming is most desirable. At the diree-
tion of HEW Secretary Elliot Richard-
son, he said, “we are currently engaged
in’ an “intensive analysis of the report
“and its supporting data in' grder that
" we may determine what additiona] fol-
Jow-up studies must now be under-
taken.” Z o

FCC Chairman Dean Burch told the
subcommittee that it is no longer a
question of - whether. something should
be .done about TV violence—only a
question of what and. by whom, .

He - noted: that the commission. has
met with Dr. Sieinfeld on the problem
and that the FCCs chifdrens unit is
using the Natiohal Tnstifute of Mental
Health for guidance in the area of

. violence. There have also been informal
meetings with -the networks “partly. to
pick their brains and partly . - . to keep
their feet to the fire,” he said. o

* The next step, he said, wil] be public
panel discussions ‘and oraf argument
before. the commission around the
middle of May. ' y

"We very definitely believe that the
response of the broadcasting industry
‘to the surgeon general's report should
be imrmediate and decisive—and that it

. should proceed along two parallel but
-+ distinet tracks.” he said. He identified

these as a sharp reduction in “rall,
gratuitous and needless violence™ in pro-
. grams children watch and “the crea-
tion of substantial amounts of new
“diversified progriming, not just the
usual diet of cartoons, to open the eyes
and -expand. the  minds of “young
viewers,” ' : '

Chairman Burch added that joint con-
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Chairman Burch
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Mr. Johnson

sultation,. among the" networks and -
broadcasters generally, is essential. He

also suggested ways for the NAB Code

Authority to help~—public participation, .

a larger staff and one with expertise in
child development, the pre-screening of
children’s programs in-eonjunction with
a rating systern.  And he urged fult co-
operation from all networks and. stip-
port from advertisers. - _

Senator Howard Baker " (R-Tenn.)
asked Chairman Burch how “gratuitous
and needless” violerice could be tested.

Chairman Burch said he has thought

about it but just deesn’t know, Another

problem. Mr, Burch said, is implement:

Ing a raiing sysiem without increasing
the  audiences of programs containing
violence, e .

Chairman Burch was accompanied by
Cemmissioners  Nicholag Johnson, H.
Rex Lee and Richard Wiley.

In his testimony, Commissioner John. .
son compared the TV networks to child -

molesters, and Sstated categorically -that
“the men who are curfently ropning
network television in this country are

a vicious, ‘evil influence.” -

Commissioncr Johnson's suggestions
were labeled Firrelevant”: by Chairman

Burch, and “sterile -rhetaric” by Com-.

missioner Wiley, - :

To - equate programing. with child
molestation, said Senator Baker, *“is
violence of the most despicable kind and

unbecoming g federal official . . . You-

have dragged a red herring across the

trail to hide what ought to be done. .

Drs.. Robert Licbert: .and . Leonard

Berkowitz, who provided research for.
* the report, maintained that TV violence

has a niuch more significant impact on
children, than - the report. indicates,
That was also the opinion of othér
researchers-—Drs. Monroe Lefkowitz,
Leenard Eron, Lcopold Walder and 1.
Rowell Huesmann, They noted the re-
port “systematically - includes and ex-

cludes certain kinds of data. It ignores

other’ data compietely ang dilutes and
overqualifies certain’ research resulis.
Mcreover, the report - contains inac.

curacies.” They suggested that the data

be re-evaluated “by a group whose cre-
dentials  are unimpeachable,” the Na-

_tenal Academy of Science.”

They also recommended: self-policing
by the TV industry, parental education
and ‘guidance on children’s viewing, TV

- would welcome z
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Congressman A urphy

announcements on the harmful effects -

of viclence, violence ratings, increased
attention to .the problemy by the FCC
and an annual report on vielence.

- Mrl Goodman” painted cut that the
surgeon. gencral’s report doss not detail
the extent of the causal relitionship be-
tween TV violence and aggressive be-
havior in children. He said, however,
that NBC felt a responsibility to learn
more about the subject wnd - avoid pro-

-grams that could .adversely affect chil-

dren. “This we have tried to do,” he
said, through structuring children’s pro-
graming 1o eliminate violence that could
cause harm. and throush “introducing
Saturday-morning programs to enterfain
and educate. - '

In 1969, Mr. Goodman noted, NBC
committed itself to a five-year study
of violence, the preliminary indications
of which “are’ censistent with the gen-
eral trend of the data in. the surgeon
general's report.”

He said “the real question for us is
not to condemir all action and conflict
because it can be called violent, but to
present these clements . . . ina way that
docs not glorify viclence. does not treat
it as an acceptable solution to human

‘problems, does not present it in a brugal

or disturbing fashion, and does not use
it for shock effect™

Senator Pastore said he was looking

“for something mwore positive”™ but le
was pleased when Mr. Goodman said he
consensus on how
specifically to deal with TV violence.

Noting that the report’s findings are -

tentative and offer no guidelines for

portrayal of violemce on television, Mr. -
-Schneider suid - “informed guidance din

this area would ba Jdnvaluable.” Perhaps
“violent portrayals should more explic-
ttly. show the direer and indirect effects
of a violent act.” he offered,

" Defining prosocial content s difficult,
he. said. but if #t mcans using TV to
depict positive human valuzs and non-

- aggressive solutions to. problems, “these

values are currently . reflected in many
» -

television programs today.’
In the wrea of research, he noted that

~CBS has committed SL5 miflion since _
lo- studies of broadeasting and
society, $1 million of which has been
devoted to violence research.” He men. .-
‘tiened
Stanley Milgram of the City University

two  current projects—by Dr,
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Mr. Schneider

of New York and.Dr. William Belson of

the London School of Economics—that

will cost CBS $700.600.

He said First Amendinent considera-
tions make it inappropriate for govern-
ment to enter the programing process.
But “we pledge that as a result of the
findings of the advisory-committee ve-
_port the concerns of that report wili
play=—and have already played-—a sig-
nificant decisional role in the number,
scheduling. and creafive treatment of
-action-adventure material on CBS.”
“Mr, Rule said it was “unfortunate”
that the report was not able to identify
the children affected by TV violerce,
the size of the group affected and the
stimuli that tend to.increase aggression
in children. “Nevertheless,” he said.
“now that we are reasoniably  certain
that televised violence can increasc ag-

~ gressive behavior in some children, we
will have to manage our progran pian-
ning -accordingly.” In outlining ABC’s
plan to help solve the. problem, he said
that by. this fall the nefwork will have
entircly eliminated. from. weekend pro-
graming cartoons relying solely on ac-
fion and devoid of comedy. Emphasis

is ‘now on programs- that resolve con-,

flicts “through- wit, charm, intefligence
-and imagination,” he said. :

He added. that ABC is carcfully
evaluating its - prime-time. schedule in

terms of adverse cffects programs may.

have on children, has spent substantial
amounts . over the past. two years on
TV-violence research, mow scheduled
for completion June 1, -and wiil in-
“fensily its research cfforts 1o a commit-
ment of $1 million over-the next four
years. : :

“The network’s _
achieve more sound, more stimulating
television for chikdren will be apparent
in our schedule next season,” . he
promised. o .

The network spokesmen agreed that
a violence-rating system for programs
should .at least be explored.

In his prepared testimony, Mr.

“Wasilewski said he had asked the NAB
Code Authority to underiake, “as - a
_ high priority matter,” a detailed study
of the surgeon general’s repoft. He said
the Code Authority had been instructed
1o draw on outside counsel as required
“for the purposes of developing rec-

 ommendations to the industry as {0 how
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Mr. Rule

sincere efforts to -

Mr. Goodman

the results of this report may be imple-

Cmented.”

Pledging industty suppert to deier-
mine how -negative effects of TV vio-
tence on children can be alleviated, Mr.
Wasilewski disclosed that a study by
Professor William  Wells of the: Uni-
versity of Chicago “also suggests that
sonic children may, in some.circum-
stances, be adversely affected by view-
ing TV programs containing violence.”

The Wells study, of about-300 junior-
high-school children over an eight-week

period, was funded with $140,000° by -

the loint Committee for Research on

TV and Children, sponsored by the

television networks and -the :NAB.
Mr. Wasilewski said the Code:Au-

thority's threc offices {New York, Wash-

ington and Los Angeles) have Roni-
tored a total of 2,278 network programs.
These reports,. he “commented, - cover
such matters as- freatment of crime and

-its techniques, vielence and - ifs. con-

scquences; retribution, race, morality,
safety, prejudice and the fike,

- My, Wastewski also’ disclosed - that
from 1968 to 1970, the three TV net-
works and the Code Authority jointly
funded & consultancy with two members
of a Temple University unit.in law and
psyehiatry. They were Drs. Melvin S.
Heller, a physician, and Samual Polsky,
a psychiatrist. They studied ihe moni-
toring findings ‘and made suggestions,
Mr. Wasilewski said, that not only fur-

ther codified and: sirengtherned network.

editing - criteria,  but also pinpointed
factors to be. considered in the freat-
ment of violence in- programs directed
to adults as well as to children. He- did
not amplify... -

TV's ‘violence index’

drops for 1970

viglenee, is increasing. These are among
the findings of Dr. George Gerbner of

" the Uliversity of Pennsylvania’s. An-

nenberg School of Communications.

Dr. Gerbner's report,
week, is an update of a study he did. for
the surgeon general’s investigation of
TV violence and children (see page

issued ‘last-

< Mr. Wasilewski .

25) but this covered only 1967 to 1969.
"Dr. Gerbner noted that children’s
cartoons are “still by far” the most vio-
lent of TV programs, although his
charts. show that their “violence index”
dropped between 1962 and '1970.

- Ameng. other trends, Dr. Gerbner
noted that NBC is “clearly emerging”.

as the most violent of the three net-

waorks—with a violence index of 203.3

in '1970. ABC and CBS were almost
cgual in that year, with. violence in-
dexes respectively of 161.1 and 161.4.

" In establishing his ratings, Dr. Gerb-

ner used ecquations to- indicate preva-
lence, rate and roles of violence in pro-

graming. The indexes are based on one.
“week's monitoring of each year's prime-
time and Saturday morning prograniung.

on the three national networks.,

For example, Dr. Gerbner found
that whereas the violence index for all
networks and all programs was 183.3

in 1969, it fell to 172.8 in 1970; car- . -

toons fell from a 262.0 index to 249.9,
but feature fiims zoomed from 168.6 to

249.6, comedy from 183.4 t0. 1959,

‘Sexy movies -

get into act.

Senator Howard H. Baker Jr. {R-Tenn.)
kept- asking about X-rated movies dur-
ing the TV-violence hearing last week.
. NBC President- Julian Goodman said
he couid nof think of any circumstance

-under which his network wouid schedule -

an X-rated film. Elton Rule, president
of ABC, replied that it has R-rated
movies but-edits them and sends them

back ‘for another rating by the motion-

picture industry before the films - are
shown. CBS/Broadcast Group President
John Schaneider said the network cleans

. up offensive material in such Afilms and
_ “shows them if, after: editing, it is possi-
Television violence declined in; 1970 ' :

- .compared with 1969, but Mmovies-on--
TV viclence rose sharply and comic.

ble to do so.

Senator Baker had received a letter’

from Dr. Charles A. Trentham of the
Southern Baptist Conveation in Knox-

ville. -Tenn., ' complaining about tele-

vised - X-rated films and. - mentioning

CBS’s showing of “The Damned” last
“month (BROADCASTING, March 6). After .-
" much discussion Mr. Schneider said he

wished - the picture = had - never been
shown. o : .

o7
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L i b i aaid by

~mark - of Goldmark - Commniitications
_Corp. (affiliate of Warner. Communica- .

tions Corp.}, at NCTA panel.

ey

el

“The linkage of a domestic satéllite

with cable systems across the country"

fo carry new types of programing to allé

homes will faunch cable TV as a truly -
viuhle” -new national network | offering.
complete- and essential services beyond -
- ‘those now available,” he' said. . . . 7
~And. he added, while this is on hori- .

zon.. higher .color standards (between

800 and. 1,000 lines, compared to U.5s -

425 lines} should be established to pro-
vide quality definition. Announced today
(May 22) was appointment of K. Blair
Benson, CBS vice president for engineer-

- ing development, as director of audio and
. vidéo engineering at Goldmark Com-
 munications to work on this development. -

Neiw'_or.ks set s;ch'edu!es L
to cover Nixon in Moscow

Plans for coverage of President Nixon’s'
~ visit to Soviet Union were announced by
TV networks Friday (May 19), with
- schedules calling for reports starting to-
~day (May 22) and continuing through
“June 1 {early story page 53).- :

All three networks have scheduled spe-.
.cials today starting at 9 am, NYT and
. running about one hour, centering on Mr.
. Nixon's arrival in Moscow. In addition,
ABC expects to carry live, satellite re-
ports tomorrow (May 23), Saturday -
{May 27) and May 29, 30, 31, and June

o CBS-TV also pfans to carry live, satel-_"
lite reports today, tomorrow and May 29; -
according to tentative plans. Daily high- -

lights of President Nixon's trip will be
carried on various CBS-TV newscasts. -

NBC-TV’s special coverage after today
is to include reports tomorrow aind Satur-
day and May 2% and May 31.

Network reports will be from half-hour
" to one hour in length and spokesmen

stressed there may be additional cover-
age. Radio networks also - planned to.

carry developments on regular newscasts

_ and on special broadcasts. :
Bob Considine, correspondent for King
Features Syndicate and Mutual; will also -

provide special reports oa President’s

trip for Teleprompter Manhattan Cable -

TV Cable system will also carry on Wed-
nesday (May 24) and Friday (May 26)

film. titled **Russia,” said to be first un-

cansored film zbout life in Soviet Union - . BCC
"~ ganization would severely hamper the op-

o ! NN R EL ey R
Remote. President Nixon will  ap-
pear on Soviet ielevision system in -
address {o Russian people on Sunday, .
May .28, it was learned last Friday.
Broadcast will be made available for
pickup by American networks and
stations. No other details were avail-
able in first reports late last week.

-

Broa-}easting May 2é
8

SOIME

and reported by Teleprompter to have
been studied closely. by White House in

. preparing for trip. :

Violence indexdue
by June 30 fromHEW -

Government . experts expect “to reach

judgment by June 30 on feasibility of

lence on television. .

Elliot. 1.. Richardson,
Health, - Education & Welfare, offered
that -estimate in letter to- Senator John

Q. Pastore (D-R.I.), chairman of Sen-~
" ate Communications Subcommittee, who
has asked that viclence Index be de-
-veloped i c '

secretary of i

_developing methods for monitoring vio-. .

Mr. Richardson said that staff of Na- ;. '

tional Institute of Health is discussing

hold “intensive workshop” to address is-
sues and “to lay out directions for fur-

ther NIMH efforts in this area.” Work- ..
shop wiil follow two days of conferences -~ %.°
_with outside consultants and FCC staff-
~ers. FCC along with HEW and surgeon
general has been charged by  Senator -
- Pastore- with developing violence index.

He also reported that NIMH has al- -

ready awarded two-year research grant

University of Pennsylvania, to develop
indicators of ‘trends in prime-time fele-
vision  dramatic content and of their

- efforts, He said Dr. Gerbner has been .. - -
asked to focus on development of meth-" = ©
“odology . that ~ will - permit meaningful ~

assessment of level of IV violence and

" context in which it appears and its mean- -
- ing to viewer. ’

Two of networks’ 080’s
sign with N.Y. coalition-

Wansc-Tv 'and WABC-Tv New York have
signed formal. agreement with coalition
of black community organizations to hire

“more blacks on all levels of station op-
-eration and to program more black-

oriented news and entertainment shows.

Coalition, -calted Black Citizens for
Media (BCFM), earlier had petitioned
FCC to deny license of wcs-Tv New
York, which did not sign agreement be-
cauvse, in words of Robert L. Hosking, vice
president and general manager of station,
“to accede to all the demands of one or-

erations of the station, place WCBS-TV

" in a discriminatory position with regard

" of $100,000 to- Dr. George Gerbner of -
_Annénberg School of Communications,

to the entire audience and other minority -

groups, and give the BCFM a voice in
aspects of station management
(BROADCASTING, May 8).”

. Agreement is not viewed this way by
Lawrence  E. Gershman, station man--

ager of wnBC-Tv, who said, “what this

972

- with experts issues involved in develop- T
ing index, and that on June 7 it will’

fo sy g gEay e e s

r g ok By 1
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IN ADVANCE,..

...Further House Investigations Subcommittee hearings
-on staged news events unlikely since Chmn. Harley
Staggers (D-W va} -- disappointed by low key coverage --
can't come up with more revealing second act. Staggers,
in a self-fulfilling prophecy,. claiming his call for
hearings re-alerted newscasters to av01d flagrant abuse
of dramatics. :

...Feasibility study for TV "violence index" due June 30
from Univ. of Penna. Professor George Gerbner, charged
Nat'l Inst. of Mental Health to develop "indicators or
trends in prime-time TV dramatic content and of their
effects," under a $100,000 government grant.

o0 0

"NEWSGIRLS" BECAME LEGALLY PROTECTED BY STATE LAW FOR THE
"FIRST TIME when New York's Governor Rockefeller signed a bill
. last week providing that girls may work as newspaper carriers

up to 4 hours on school days and not more than 5 hours when
there's no school. (In another bill, the Governor established
that minors could work only between the hours of 7 A.M. and

7 P.M.). Previously, young women have asserted their rlght

to egual opportunity in paper-delivering employment by going
to court (against the 4llentown (Pa) Call Chronicle in 1971)
or applying to a state civil rights office (as with the

SaZem (Ore) Capztal Journal in 1970)

©c oo

FASTER THAN YOU CAN SAY "PETITION TO DENY," New York area
telecasters are agreeing to minority demands for beefed up
programming and employment opportunities, less than a month
after all the stations in the aréa filed for their llcense
renewal applications.

The New Jersey-oriented Coalition for Fair Broadcasting will
- soon announce formal agreements that will brlng to the
stationless state a fat new share of programming designed
to focus on New Jersey. WNBC-TV will expand its "New York
Illustrated," the award-winning local documentary series, .
~ to include regular "New Jersey Illustrated" programs. _
WOR-TV will move its "New Jersey Report" to a more favorable
time slot. WABC-TV will devote the first "Eyewitness News
. Conference"” of each month to Garden State events. "The 5lst
State," public WNEI-IV's newscast emphasizing NYC, will.
detour 25% of its news staff. from "the crossroads of the
world" to a bureau which will be opened on the other side
of the Hudson. In addition, WNBC, WOR and WABC will each

The Confidential Letter For News Executives



_commlt at least one full tlme correspondent to cover New
Jersey affalrs. ' : L

'Part of the. Coalltlon s sw1ft success may be attrlbutable
‘to the potent support of such blue-ribbon individuals and’
organizations as Newark Mayor Kenneth Gibson, Sen.. Harrlson
Williams, and local chapters of the AFL- CIO Counc1l of

' Churches and League of Women Voters. : :

Still holding out against the Jersey tlde as of last week
were WCBS-TV and WNEW- TV. . .

Black communlty groups - organlzed under the banner of the
the Black Citizens for Fair Media -- reached agreements

with WABC and WNBC to provide adv1ce_and direction in-
management, programming, production and hiring. Black™
advisory committees will meet quarterly to consult. about _
training and staffing efforts and the provision of’ regularly;
‘scheduled public affairs programs “produced _wrltten and,:
where possible, directed by Blacks," as well as "prime time
special programming over the next 3 years." Moreover, WNBC"

may hire a Black theatre reviewer, Each station will: employ o

a Black community affairs director as liaison between the -
:adv1sory committee, the communlty and  top statlon brass._

'vWCBS, stlcklng to 1ts statement made when the challengers _
filed in Washington, said: "To accede to all the demands of
‘one organlzatlon would severly hamper the operatlon of the -
station, place W(CBS in a discriminatory position with- regardﬂ
to the entire audience and other minority groups, and give the
B.C.F.M. a voice in some aspects of station management " Whlle
Welcomlng viewer suggestlons, they'd rather flght than sw1tch

Both communlty—statlon ‘agreements were hammered out w1th the

assistance of Atty. Robert Stein at the Citizens Communlcatlont_n

Center in Washington. For a copy of the 1l5-page B.C.F.M. .
agreement, send us $2. L : S SR -

_'o.oro;

. HOW FAST DOES NEWS TRAVEL? Follow:mg ‘the shootlng of
George Wallace, a New York market research firm qulzzed ;
312 residents on when and how they learned of the assas- -
sination attempt. By 6 o'clock in the evening.-- less than
2 hours after the shooting =~ 61% of Gotham knew ‘about the B
event (45% first from radlo, 44% from word of ‘mouth, 11%"

from TV). After 6 P.M., the primary source among those pollede

shifted to television (49% first. from v, 27% from-another:

person, 24% from radio). The awareness figure for the city -
jumped from 61% to 81% by: 7 P. M.; 89% by 9 P.M.;- and by -
10 o'clock some 98% of the city was aware of the shootlng.y

Every second telephone respondent was asked about hls/her
general information habits: most stated they would not'

only listen to the news on radio and television (81%) but
they would also read about it in the next day's ‘newspaper

ﬁ("



(73%) The telephone survey by Consumer: Responée Corp.
was completed for Media Industry Newsletter.

o 0 0

RESPECT POR THE FATHER-OF-THE~-YEAR was all Agnew could
have asked. The Vice-President's acceptance speech as he
received the father-of-the~year award last week lauded the
virtues of stern parental discipline. Yet nowhere in the
substantial media coverage of the event was there any
‘allusion to the Agnew daughter who had a run-in with Wash-
inton school authorities over the use of marijuana.

o 0 0

- MUM'S NOT THE WORD WHEN IT COMES TO TELLING PHONE-IN
CALLERS that theilr conversation is being recorded on tape -
for possible broadcast.  Stations which ask questions of
a "harassing, embarrassing, or perplexing nature designed .
to elicit reactions usually expected from practlcal jokes,'
should consider themselves warned that that kind of enter-
tainment is a no-no at the Commission. "The results are
sometimes shocking and harmful to a degree not expected,”
said the FCC citing violations by WKBW (AM, Buffalo, NY),
WLOT (AM, Marinette, Wis) and X0Y (AM, Phoenix, Ariz) for
leading unsuspecting callers down a primrose path without
 first making clear that the conversation was destlned for
broadcast. :

‘00 o0

THE FIRST, INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON  ECOLOGY to produce
action-taking resolutions as well as furthering information
will be held June 5-16 in Stockholm, Sweden. Plans to service
news organizations via U.N. headquarters in New York seem
minimal, but reporters planning to attend or those looking
for domestic sidebar stories may want an annotated bibliography
of current U.S. and world opinion on the range of topics to be
discussed.. For a copy of "International Environment Policy,"
send 25¢ to the Univ. of Wisconsin at Green Bay, lerary,

Green Bay, Wlscon51n 54305.

000

CITY FOR SALE -- not real estate, but the slick bi-
monthly "magazine of urban life and environment" published
by the National Urban Coalition. While the magazine's
revenues have risen to the quarter million mark on circu-
lation of 50 thousand (about half of it paid), the costs of
publishing the book hover around half a million dollars,
and the projections for 1973 foretell something like $80,000.
in red ink. But the Urban Coalition isn't prepared to put
in any more money, so the search for a new home is gettlng
underway. -

As a prestigious and serious publication dealing with the
priority problems of urban America, City has had its share



of name authors (SOClOlOngt Philip Hauser, Washzngton Post s

- David Broder, Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm) plus name adver-

tisers (Atlantic Richfield, McGraw Hill, Shell 0il); and —
prospective angels will also be 1mpressed with the reader R
loyalty ev1denced by a renewal rate around 70%. ' S

0 00

RELIGICN MAY BE GOING COMMERICAL but not if the Mormons
can help it. A discussion of "Jesus Christ Superstar," even
on the lofty planes of scholarship and theology, was refused
air time by Mormon Church-owned KSL-TV.(Utah). Elder Ezra
Taft Benson -- former Sec. of Agriculture, now Mormon Apostle
and KSL board member -- condemned the stage play when it
began its run in Salt Lake City and forbad Mormons to.see it.

When KSL refused to air the Superstar discussion, which was
part of a regularly scheduled public service program produced
by the Utah Council of Churches, the Council discontinued its
services on the ¢BS affiliate. After 4 months of negoti-
ations between the station and non-Mormon clergymen, the
Council's threat of legal action in the event the talks failed
became moot- as_KSL agreed to present the discussion of "Jesus

" Christ Superstar. The Coun01l of Churches then resumed its

publlc service series.
.0.0 O

POSTSCRIPT TO THE HUGHES-IRVING AFFAIR. Of the numerous [
coincidences surrounding the alleged.autobiography of Howard

.Hughes, "the richest irony of all" -- involving 2 reporters
.talllng Clifford Irving late into the night -- is explained

in the book Hoax by a team of London Sunday Times reporters
(Messrs. Fay, Chester and Linklater). As they tell it,
Clifford Irving confessed to the N.Y. District Attorney

because Los 4Angeles Timesman John Goldman and T<ime-Life News
Service's Frank McCulloch together told Irving they "knew all
about (John) Meier," a former Hughes employee whom .they .
1ndependently guessed was Irving's source to the autobiography.-
Ironically, Irving thought they were referring to Stanley Meyer,
the Hollywood reporter who really leaked the key material Irving
used -~ through ex-Hughes émployee Noah Dietrich and ‘Hughes = .
chronicler Jim Phalen. So,."the con man had hlmself been conned."

Slncerely,

’R’Pﬁ.s\ma

P.S. -To give: you a resylte after the short Memorial Day week
~the next issue, SER 148, will be published June 12. Issue
‘No. 146, dated May 15, should have read May 22, 1.972. »
‘ _ ‘ S e {

May not be reproduced in any form without written permission.
© Straus Editor’s Report, Inc. 1972. All Rights Reserved.
888 Seventh Avenue, New York City 10019 (212} 586-6908 .
Pubhsher R. Peter Straus... E d:tor Arthur Young... Circulation Manager Carmel Colaghan
: ’ Subscnp tion: 268 per year
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way to consider the feasibility of

| rating television, as suggested by

children. = _
Eilict L. Richardson, Seerefary
‘of Health, Education & Welfare,

“decide on the feasibility of such

pussion June 2 to assess the “state
‘of the art,” Richardson said, and

twill go over the -field with an: i

.FCC representiative, researchers,
.and others with expertise in the
- field. : o =i

NTMI has already awarded a =

© -Washington, May 23, T .
- A- Government’ study is under- - i

 Seatle Pazel Reports OnProblem

developing 2 “viclence Index” for-

_Sen. John O, Pastore (D-RIj in - =
the aftermath of the seminal Sur-- - 7.0
geon Generals report linking .

tviolence to antisocial behavier in -

wrote to Pastore. saying that by .. -.»
June 30, HEW should. ba able to =

Uan index. The National Institute.
tof Mental Health will hold a dis-

‘two-vear, $100,000 research -grant

" to. Dr. George Gerbner of the An-

;nuenberg School of Communieation-
;*to develop indicators of irends -

in primetime television dramatic

fie consultants. who reviewed Dro
Gerbner's. research plans reguest-

meaning to the viewer, This work
is essential to larger efforts to
monitor tv viclence. regularly in

policy.”

. A Public Health Problem

,.some children. is a public. health
problem. That’s one of the opinions

meeting here last week of the

giene, . :

ton- professor -of psychology, sug-

-by the U.S. Surgeon General’s re-

‘a warning that. watehing . such
shevvs might be injurious to
health, : : R

in Vielence"? Lo
Anocther panelist, “Ancil Payne,

tary censorship, which he szig is
already undepway. He said there

violence tauses violent behavior,

- {Coniinued on page 48}

content and of their effects,” Rich-
ardson wrote Pastors, “In partieu- .7
lar, NIMHE siaff and the, sclesti- -

was noet encugh evidence  that tv-

ed im to devote special - aitens T
tion to developing & methodology 0k
1 that will allow a mezningful as-; .-
1 sessment of nof only the level of ...~
violence in -{v but its context .and .

| a meaningful’ way usefzl to those
responsible “for planning . soclal

. . Seattle, May 23, .

. Violence - on . felevision and re<.-

‘ sulting. aggressive  behevier by
voiced by a panel of four at a
Washington Assn. for Mental Hy=. B

. One of.the'pénéﬁsté' —~ Dr. Na- .
thaniel M. Wagner, U, of Washing-’

gested foliowing the precedent set’
port on smoking and health: why R

not, ke saicft, reauire television pro~ -
grams. depicting violenee to carry-

L

. The panel had as ils subject]
- “Television — The Home Course -

president of . Xing - Broadeasting . L
Co., said the-solution was volum- [ ' 7

that sex and vielence have always.
been cenfval {¢ dramns, and fhat

| ray, research coordinator for the

i} that more research is needed .om |-

" il to lay the blame for violemce: in |

“ 1 waii Five-0,” “The F.BIL” and
- -f “many cartoons.” S

“{ was that while television violence
1 may produce aggressive behavior

| bigger danger .to soglety to insti.

 BEW’s “TVislonse’

" Another panelist, Dr. John Mur-

Surgeon General's Scientific” z}xi—
visory . Committee  on Television
ang Soclal Behavior, also agreed

the problem. .He was. not. ready

our soeciety. on television, “but.
agreed it was one causal factor.
He said that perhaps .a violence
rating system should he establish-
ed, a report on programs made soO
that parents eould monitor local

grams rated  viclent io the sta-|-
tions, the nefworks and the spon-
$OTS, S
Asked to name. some Prograims
he considered high-in violence,
Pr, Murray listed “Manuix,” *Ha-

The doricensus of the pane'lists:

in some children, if would be a

i tute overt censorship of television
. programming. - - :

© (Continued from page 38). . | o

| there were political assassinations
{long before the advent of teles
| vision, - o ’ v :

stations and complain about pyo- | -





