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If'iolence:

Jilany
Nlore

Victims
By John Carmody

While overall violence on
prime-time television pro­
grams has dropped over the
last six years, the number of
violence victims depicted
has vastly increased during
the same period, according
to a key annual study of TV
violence released today.

As a result, according to
the sixth annual "Violence
Profile" by the University of

,Pennsylvania's Annenberg
School of Communications,
so-called "heavy" television
'viewers tend to overestimate
the danger of violence in
everyday life.

These "heavy viewers"
(four or more hours a day)
also tended to vastlyoveres·
timate the number of vio­
lent crimes in the U.S., and
the number of men holding
jobs in either law enforce­
ment, the professions or in
executive positions in Amer­
ican life-all features of

. current prime - time TV
dramas:-- ~-

These so-called l·cultiva­
tion differentials" of TV
viewers are a relatively
new aspect, of the Annen­
berg reports and are in­
tended to "highlight some
conceptions of social reality
that tend to be ({ultivated by
TV viewing ih different
groups and in comparison to
other cultural or media ac­
tivities."

VIOLENCE, From Bl

• The prevalence of
prime-time viplence has
dropped from eight out of
10 programs to seven out of
10.

• The percentage of all
characterizations in prime­
time programming involved
in violence has dropped
from 73 per cent to 56 per
cent in 1973.

• 'But the' ratio of victims
to each violent character
Y'{hoeither injures or kills
has risen to 1.4 per
"violent," the highest in
seven years.

• ABC television, 'which
was by far the "most vio-

- lent" at the start of the
studies is now the least vio­
lent, while once least-violent
CBS has become slightly
more violent than NBC.

Dean Gerbner cautions,
however, that network pro­
gramming changes are so'
frequent now that such com­
parisons tend to be unrelia-
ble, ,

• The victims in Ty shows
tend ~io be female,foreign,
non-white, old an.d lower
class, the study shows. ,

• Single women are
shown in the worst killer-to-

killed ratio on the tube.
"This pattern of victimiza­

tion," says the' report, "dem­
onstrates a structure of 'so­
cial power and, as the, re­
search findings - indicate;
may cultivate an invidious
sense of risk 'and fear."

The repbrt also indicates
that the "cultivation differ­
ential" in Which "TV an­
swers" show, a substantial
departure from the facts of
the real world, now shows
up strongly in the under-30
age group, the first genera­
tion to grow up with TV.

According to the report,
women-particularly young
women:-are especially v\!l"
nerabl~ to television's views
oilife.

The stUdy showed' that in
children's cartoons; violence
remains the 'top-ranked
theme among 25 compiled
(aniIllals, supernatyral, etc.)
but that killing has virtually
disappeared.

Likewise, so-called "car­
toon programming," seen

''on Saturdaylst:retween. 8'
a.m. -and 2 p.m. "increased
in the rateufviolence per
~pr(jgrim:La..~dmaintajned its
{irevalence'a-f 'i:fie,~~cond
highest level in seven yeal'$-

-but 'reduced the visibilit¥
of violent characters." ~

Overall programming t.­
dices lead the researchen'd:p*
conclude that "fear of vi~-
1:imization pervades ,t~
world of television draIl1a,
and may cultivate a c6rr~­
sponding sense of danger ~
t!'Ie world of social reality.";

The Annenperg repo!1:'ts
certain to be widely circ..­
lated among Capitol .HitJ.
and Federal Communiclf­
tions Commission aides '.'~
upcoming weeks .• '.,~

The F,CC is currently pl',~
paring an interim report ~
the subject of sex and v:ia.­
leIice for Congress, due Del1
31. :r;'

At the same time, ,FC~
Chairman Richard' Wiley, ii

" makin~ a strong effort'·,
get the networks to cutthi1l
incidents of violen~.e. ori~
set up "early warning" si,g.:
nais for young viewers' atilt
schedule violent 'shows fo!;
later evening hours.«

Wiley may ask .lor a pos~
ponement .in the deliver~
date of his violence report";
pending the results or hig at
tempts to get voluntary c~~
operation from the ne~
~rks .. ~

,-
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"Nevertheless," the study
says, "they give consistent
evidence of the similarity of
viewers' beliefs to some
'facts' found in the world of
TV and of the relationships
of such beliefs to the
amount of viewing ... "

"Light viewers" (two
hours a day of viewing or
less) tended to give substan­
tially fewer "television an­
swers" to such questions as:
"During any given week,
what are your chances of be­
ing involved in some kind of
violence: 50-50 or one in a
hundred."

The "TV answer" tends to
be 50-50.

The current study focuses
on Qne week of prime time
and Saturday morning
(children's) programming in
the 1973 season.

The Annenberg reports
were initiated under a grant
by the National Commission
on the Causes and Preven­
tion of Violence in 1967.
This year's report is for the
National Institutes of Men­
tal Health and, as usual, is
authored by Dean George
Gerbner of the Annenberg
School of Communications
and by Larry Gross.

The annual reports (called
"Violence Index" until this
year) are considered to be
the best single attempts to
measure both the preva·
lance of TV violence in
prime time and children's
programming and to analyze
its impact on the audiences.

In other major findings
the Annenberg Report
found that:

• TV "action" is now
much "closer to home" in
the vast bulk of prime-time
television"':"'-taking place in
"present time" and in do·
mestic and urban settings.

When the studies began in
1967 much programming
dealt with "exotic, historic
and distant" environments,
which tended' to make their
violence more abstract.

See VIOLENCE, B3, Col. 6





TV S~esKids,

So It Says Here
Annual tv industry figures show

that each year people watch the
tube more. But, according to a pair
of U. of Pennsylvania researchers,
they seem to be enjoying life less as
a result.

Professors George Gerbner and

'ILarrY Gross. both with the univer­

sity's Annenberg School o( Com­

munications, say that their latest in

I (Continued on page 76) ,

TV Violence Study
(Continued from page 1)

a series of six yearly studies shows
that there is now a "television
generation" under, 30, and that it
"showed significantly gre~ter"
effect from the incidence of
violence on tv.

The pair noted that on a specially
constructed index, tv violence is
down from 181iItl967 tQl60 in 1913,
butsaid that three~quarters of -the
programs aired still contain
violence.

The study also found that the
message of the medium on violence
has increasingly become that it is
better to give than to receive. For
every 10 violent types shown on
"adult" tv in 1973, 14 others were
hurt or killed and, in cartoons, the
ratio was 17hurt or killed for 10vic­
timizers.

. Women, it was found, are the
most victimized in tv. For every 21

,male killers, there are 10 male vic­
tims. But there are 15 female vic­
tims for every 10 female killers.
And in all the most- victimized
categories - the old, lower-class,
foreign and non-white - women
were tv's favorite victims, although
,on as much as their single sisters.
I (Marriage for men, on the other
hand, was less a sacrament than a
sacrifice of power for tv male
characters, according to the
researchers. Married men on tv
were not much better off than,
married women when it came to'
being hurt by violence.)

The researchers said that inter­
views with tv viewers showed that
peop1e under 30 who are heavy tv
viewers are more fearful of life's
dangers than their elders, and, not
surprisingly, young women are
most fearful.

Newspaper readers who watch tv
lightly are, say the reserachers,
less likely to have a cultivated and
"overstated" view of life's dangers
than those who watch tv heavily.
Watching tv news, however, it-was
found, does not bring individuals
around to what the academic pair
see asa truer picture of "social
reality"

The study is part of a Cultural In­
dicators Study. sponsored by the
National Institute of Mental Health,
and is aimed at providing answers
to questions often posed by
Congress, and industry and viewer
groups.
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