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'Crude, Prejudj,ceeP by ~xpert
GREEN LAKE; Wis. <RNSl bottom. and the;rules of the so- Hgns" l. and tragic events ("na •.,

- A noted communications re" ciat game. It teaches a general tional mournings").
search expert told: 160 top reli, commodity which is most ex- ,;'Perhaps"the only 'purging'
gious' ,communJc~tors here' ploitable. PQjitieal. and other- experience this nation of heter~
that" children's, television, COli' wise ',;-:.fear. And as all vio~ ogeneous people has" had has
, tains "the crudest and most dir- lence.'it isa dOUble-edged been on television,"'the eom­
,ectexpression~: of American sword. It teaChes the demon-munications' expert said.
prejudices. stratian"'of violence which at ,,;He described communication

Dr, George Gerbner. dean of, the same time shows where as "that process which creates
the Annenberg School of Com· power lies," ,humans out of homo sapiens;' I

munications, of the~Vl1iw~g'y" He reported that· research and added that "the unique diS.I\of Perm.5.:iJvania,told a com- projects at;, the Annenberg tinction of human life is that it
municafionS'COfiference at the School have demonstrated that is mostly animated and filled r
American Baptist _Assembly "children's television is the with many environmental and I
here that "if Saturday morning' place- where we put the crud- human symbols. The inter­
television programs- were put est and most direct expres- change of these symbols
in prime time it would create a . sian of our prejudices in terms creates a process that forms

"national scandal." . of the, social arrangements. hu- most of the climate in which hu- i
He charged thaf "Saturday man relations. hierarchical man perceptions of the self, of I

morning is where we dump our order' of life. our sins. suffer- others. and of society develop." I
cheapest, crudest. not only the ing. retribution. and punish- Dr. Gerbner concluded that I
most violent but the most vile. ment." . today-"we live in a profoundly I
products. compared to which In another lecture. Dr. different culture. A new reli- I
almost any kind of adult enter- Gerbne:- said that television in gion with all the trappings ex- I
tainment is full of sophistic a- general "has most of the cept a few essentials has arisen. i
tion, subtlety. and humane- aspects of a civil secular relig- Not only is the church no:
ness." ion which impr:nts its corpor- longer at the center of cultural

According to Dr, Gerbner. ate mentality on all the peo- organization. but neither are
children's television "teaches pie." As examples. he cited the schools nor the home, They:
a hierarchical order showing ne'NS programs ("myths"}. have all. been super-imposed:
who belongs and who doesn.'t. serial dramas '-"rituals"), upon and reorganized in the:

,who is on top and who is on the Super Bowl games' (,"celebra- form of a larger structure into i
which one way or an~
fit. .. I
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Children's TV: Crude, Prejudiced
A noted communications research ex­

pert told 160 top religious communicators
in Green Lake, Wis., that children's tele­
vision contains "the crudest and most

direct expression" of American prejudices.
Dr. George Gerbner, dean of the Annen­

berg School of Communications of the
IluivPf,ity 6~~a.uia, told a com­
munications conference at the American

Baptist Assembly that "if Saturday morn­
ing television programs were put in prime
time it would create a national scan­
da!."

He charged that "Saturday morning is
where we dump our cheapest, crudest,
not only the most violent but the most
vile products compared to which almost
any kind of adult entertainment is full of
sophistication, subtlety, and humaneness."

According to Dr. Gerbner, children's
teievision "teaches a hierarchical order

showing who belongs and who doesn't,
who is on top and who is on the bottom,
and· the - rules of the' social game. It
teaches a general commodity which is
most exploitable, political, and otherwise
- fear. And as all violence, it is a double­
edged sword. It teaches the demonstra­
tion of violence which at the same time

shows where power lies."
In another lecture, Dr. Gerbner said

that television in general "has most of
the aspects of a civil secular religion
which imprints its corporate mentality
on an the people." As examples, he cited
news programs (" myths"), serial dramas
("rituals"), Super Bowl games ("celebra­
tions"), and tragic events ("national
mournings").
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