Annenberg Dean Tells Senate Unit

Rate of Television Violence Rising

B8y PEGGY FINN

Annenberg Dean George Gerbner
told a Senate subcormnmittee Thursday
that the percentage of television prog-
rams containing violence and the rate
of violent episodes in them have gone
up, even though violent roles in T.V.
scripts have actually decreased.

Gerbner presented the latest results
of his Violence Profile to the Senate
Subcommittee on’ Communication,
headed by Senator John O. Pastore
(-R.1.). The committee is in-
vestigating the Department of Health,
Educatien, and Welfare's progress in
developing an index of T.V. violence.

Women and non-white comprise the
greatest portion of television victims,
(ierbner said. In the networks' at-
termpts to decrease violence in tele-

vision since a series of hearings'two-

years ago, the *‘first to go,” according
to Gerbner, were violent women.

“While the level of male involve-
ment remained constant and the level
of female involvement declined,” he
said, “women involved in viclence
bore a higher and increasing burden
of victimization."

Gerbner said there was an increase
in crime ~shows, while action-ad-
venture programs and Westerns de-
clined. General drama, even in
cartoons, he said was becoming more
“¢ontemporary, domestic, and ur-
ban.”” He added that cartoons scored
highest in viclence levels, although
the levels have decreased.

Gerbner called his Violence Profile
a “‘basis for judgment and action by
legislators and network adminis-
trators.” His profile, he said, “will
provide more conclusive and
cumulative evidence of trends in tele-
vision content and its correlates in
viewer conceptions than we have ever
had before.”

Gerbner told the committee, “It can
be convincingly argued that violence
is a display of power that instills fear
and a set of assumptions about how
conflicts are resolved in the real
world, assumptions that evoke differ-
ent responses from different people.”

The Violence Profile, Gerbner said,
is a “multidimensional indicator of
violence in network television drama
and of some correlates between T.V.
viewing and audience conceptions of

reality.” It is composed of four main
parts: trend indicators in program
types and themes, a Violence Index,
Risk Ratios (“‘a measure of basic
social relationships involved in viel-
ence’), and Cultivation Differentials,
which measure what viewing “cul-
tivates in the minds of viewers.”

He said, “The main question in the
area of Risk Ratios is ‘who gets
hurt?’ 7 The Cultivation Differ-

(Continued on page 6}
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(Continued from page 1)
entials, on the other hand, indicated
that heavy television viewing ‘‘en-
genders a sense of exaggerated fear,”
he said.

A text conducted among television
viewers of different age groups and
educational status indicated that
those who are heavy viewers estimate
much higher “‘chances of being in-
voived in some type of violence” in
any given week, Gerbner indicated.
Normal probabilities of encountering
violence are less than one in one

. hundred, he said, yet with heavy

viewers the chances are closer to one--

in-ten.

Heavy viewers with some college
education select the “television an-
swer'' in the same proportion as do
light viewers who have never gone to
college, Gerbner reported. But within
each group the differences between
light and heavy viewers are signifi-
cant. Television seems to cultivate a
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similar margin of fear in both educa-
tional groups,” he added.

In his overall presentation of all
programs rated, Gerbner said, six
stereotyping played a significant role
in “involvement in and risks of viol-
ence.”” While 78 per cent of male char-
acters were involved in violence, only
44 per cent of the female characters
were involved. For each male
“viplent”’ there were 1.1 male vic-
tims. There were 1.4 female victims
for every female *‘violent.”” The killer
to killed ratio for men was 2.1 and for.
women 3.0, he added.

Studies on trends in network tele-
vision were first begun in 1967 for the
Eisenhower Commission on the
Causes and Prevention of Violence.
They were continued for a Surgeon
General’s Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee on Television and Social Be-
havior and are now conducted under a
National Institute of Mental Health
{NIMH) grant.



vright 1974 The Daily Pennsylvanian, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

. Se Kauvfman
ANNENBERG DEAN George Gerbner testifies before a Profile to measure T.V. violence, presented his finding
Senate Subcommittee on Communication investigating before Senator Pastore’s subcommittee Thursday.

television violence, Gerbner, who has developed a Violence o
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TV'vio!énce-é-and TV quality '

The first headlines made it
sound as if violence had declined
in television entertainment. But
.this was the version according to
TV industry spokesmen before a
Senate subcommiitee. To a
- nonindustry observer, as reported
. inthis newspaper, ‘‘there has been
no significant reduction of tele-
vised violence ¢on network dra-
matic programming in the past
twoyears.”

The latter witness was By, Eli
A. Rubinstein, professor of psy-
chiiatry and former official of the
National Institute of Mental
Health, After a five-year study of
TV -violence, another testifier
found that it had decreased only in
the still excessively violent realm
of children’s cartoons. Dr. George

Gerbner, dean of the Annenberg

School of Communications at the
University of Pennsylvania, also

reported on the social implica-.

tions of typical TV violence:
“On TV, lower-class charac-

ters, especially women, are most
likely to be cast in the role of
victims, as are nonwhites — again
especially women — and charac-
ters clearly belonging to nation-

 alities other than U.8."

In view-of all this, one is cau-
tiously encouraged to hear Sena-
tor Pastore, subcommitiee chair-
man, say that “it appears that
progress has been made.” In-
dustry spokesmen can point to
research they are doing, and im-

‘provements according to their

own definitions. Any outsider
must recognize the difficulty of
determining what constitutes vio-
lence in dramatic terms, what is
harmful, what may be per-
missible. Mr. Pastore is right to
promise continued pressure as
long as violence remains a prob-
lem.

More and more instances of
apparent cause-and-efiect be-
tween TV violence and actual
¢rime are being cited. But this
remains a highly controversial
subject, with many psychological’
variables made part of the ar-
gument.

What simple common sense and
human sensitivity dictate is that
some things must be better than
other things in any médium — and
a steady diet of dramatized vio-
lence, whatever its specific ei-
fects on individuals, excludes the
better things that TV could be
bringing to its mass audience.
‘I'nere are many examples of how
good such things can be.

Itis too easy tosaythatit’s up to
viewers, that violence will dimin-
ishto the extent they stop tuning it
in and giving it higher ratings.
Viewers can ‘‘vote' with their
dials and their letters to a certain

extent — but they won't know

what they may be missing unless
they have plenty of first-rate al-
ternative programming to turn to.

Sponsors could play a major
role, if more followed the lead of
those who refuse to back violent
programming. But again the need
ig not simply the negative one of
reducing violence but the positive
one of driving out bad programm-
ing with good programming, sup-
plying entertainment of the max-
imum eXxcellence possible under
TV's demanding schedule.
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Update on Vlolence Proﬁle & Index

Washington, April 9.

- One of the prmc1ple reasons for conducting last week’s TViolence '
'hearlngs was to obtain a progress report on a so-called “violence

* profile,” an attempt to trace the **

nature and role of televised violence

on the screen and in the lives of viewers.’

Communications Subcommittee. chairman John' O. ‘Pastore (D-
RL) ‘got that update from Dr. George Gerbner, dean of the U. of
Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School of Communications, which is
developing the profile under a grant from the National Institute of

Mental Health. Begun last year,
tion within two years.

the prof11e is scheduled for comple-

Gerbner told the subcommlttee that the profile w111 measure four
different areas to peg the link between video and real-life violence:
(1) Trends and themes in program types, (2) Social relationships of
violénce (how often men bludgeon women, for example), (3) The
assumptions of violence gamed by light and heavy v1ew1ng, and (4) A

violénce index.

“The index, which will no doubt be the subject of much discussion,

attempts to classify the violent n
tangibles as the percent of progra

ature of television, measuring such
ms containing any violence, the rate

-of violent episodes per hour and the percent of leadmg characters in-

volved in killings.

Gerbner’s index; which works from a. data base of some 618
programs and 3,022 violent episodes collected between 1967-72, con-
sists of a flotilla of charts and diagrams that trace the violent nature of
‘adventure shows, cartoons, feature fibms. and westerns through the
period. Gerbner plans to coinplete his study of 1973 programs this

year and invites comments and c

riticisms from the industry.

MIYED INPUT AT
"SENATE HEARINGS

By PAUL HARRIS
) Washington, April 8.
Congressional pressure t0 reduce
violence on television received its
second exhibition last week amidst
two contradicting themes: claims

still rampant, and network evidence
that the situation is well in hand.

The conflict was plamly a coft
undrum for Senate Communi-
cations. Subcommittee Chairman
John O. Pastore (D-R.1.), who
wasn’t sure whether to chide or con-
gratulate the industry. So he did
both. Pralsmg the webs for their
strides in peaceful programming,

floor,’

reassessment next year. - .
The three-day violence aiting was

Pastore’s first look at the situation

1972. ‘That gathering highlighted a
Surgeon General’s report that of-

Three-Year Study For ABC
 Finds Kidvid Violence Down

A three-year study by Lieberman

Research Inc. has concluded that|

- kidvid cartoons on ABC-TV tended
to “generate much less. aggression
“during the 1973-74 season’ than did
‘children’s cartoons shown in~the
precedmg year.
Results of the third year of the
. study, commissioned by ABC, were
included, along with summaries of
: flndlngs of the first and second years
of the survey of tv programs and
violence, in ABC’s presentation at
‘the v violerice hearing held by the
Senate Communications . Subcom-

mittee last week (see separate :

stories).

The researchers allowed 2,300
boys between the ages of seven to 14
to see eight ABC kidvid shows. The
boys were mostly white and
represented - working-class to

upper-middle-class boys in met-|

ropolitari New York.
It was found that humor, when
used within violent programs, may
be a “defusor” of aggression. It wasl
also learned that character iden-
tification may he a factor inreaction
behavior, When young people were
in danger or when the situations
were ,reahst:c reaction was
stronger than when older
{Continued on page 47)

Senate Now Wants Polls
~To Close At Same Time

Washington, April 9.
The Senate, in the midst of con-
. sidering its amendment-laden
~ Federal " Election Campaign
Financing bill, last week voted to re-
quire polls in each state to close at
the sametime.

‘The amendment would require
that in Presidential elections, polls
will close at 11 p.m. EST, 10 p.m.
CST, 9 MST, and 8 p.m. PST. The
provision, -introduced by Sen. Pete
" Domenici (R-N.M.), was endorsed
by brodcasters. An amendment
passed earlier in the week would
have barred election officials from
releasing results until midnight on
the East Coast (Variety, April3). .

_ The campaign bill has been on the
floor for over.three weeks, and still

-faces a-barrage of amendments,
- 'maost proposed by opponents of the’
. publ!c Imancmgconcept

'Wiley & Monroe

Washington, April 9.

FCChairman Richard Wiley
and NBC’s: ‘“Today'’ show,

. Washington editor Bill Monroe
will be featured speakers at the
annual conference of presi-
dents of state hroadcasters
associations. -

The conference, sponsored
by the National Assn. of Broad-
casters, will be held April 23 at

" the Ramada Inn, Rosslyn, Va.,:
just outside D.C.

Overume In Quiz
On TV ‘Overkall’

* Washington, April 9.

much needed zest to the three days
of hearings on television violence
before the Senate Communlcatlons
Subcommittee last week.

Shortly after the Friday (5)
hearings had adjourned, and the
parade of network officials, flacks
and assistants haqd filed out-of the
hearing room, subcommittee
chairman John O. Pastore (D R.L)

" |slammed down the gavel 4gain. -

_ The hearings were back in session
for the benefit of Robert L. Thomp-
son, a fiery Texas law student who
had summered at the FCC’s broad-
cast bureau last year. He had been
scheduled to testify earlier in the
day, but took an early exit to rewrite

relations barrage of the network
toppers,
Network ‘Bones

“The litany. of planned program-
ming, such as ABC presented this
morning, really misses the peint of
this inguiry,”’. Thompson told the
panel, represented only by its chair-
man, “Throwing a few bones —
even if those bones have some high
quality meat on them — cannot ex-
cuse or cancel the effect of excessive
'violence in other programs. -

“In this regard, Mr. Chairman, 1

staff or even yourself will be able to

watch ABC ‘tonight - (Friday),

hecause Jnterestmgly enough, Mr.
(Gmtlmdmpagen) I

. ‘t

A tardy witness added some;

his statement in response to a public|

very much hope someone on your|.

ficially linked televised violence and
antisocial behavior, producing
shockwaves at the networks and
bloodless battles on the tv screen.
Network schedules rested in limbo
until the climate of the ppinion could
be gauged.

And although the S.G.’s con-,

|clusions were a launching pad for

last week’s testimony, none of the
same anxiety was present. Unlike

‘tlast time, Pastore took pains to con-

vince all that he is not inferested in
meddling in programming, or to ad-
vocate that fiuff replace fury. “But
it’s excessive violence only to boost
ratings and make money that is a
blot on the broadcast industry,” said
the chairman who insisted his
watchdog committee can bark, but
it can’t bite. The panel is not con-
templating any legislation. -
Claim Levels Are Up

But there seems little doubt, in-
51sted the Senator, that.televised
gore is back up to its pre-1972 levels,
particularly on Saturday mornings.

-IThat opinion was seconded by Dr.

Eli Rubinstein, professor of psy-
chiatry at State U. at Stony Brook,
N.Y. “So far as I know, there is no
scientific evidence that the pre-
valence of tv violence on network
dramatic programming has been
significantly reduced in the past two
years,” said Rubinstein. He
presented the S.G.’s report to the
panel in 1972 as a researcher for the
National Institutes of Mental

|Health.

The subcommittee also heard
from other researchérs in
TViolence, and network toppers
who ticked off their programming
achievements and studies of the
effects of television on youth.
' Rubinsteln said there has been
almost no Government follow-
through on studies begun in 1972,
and no money appropriated for new

development of a complicated
“‘violence profile” that will be
workable within two years.
-Rubinstein called for 1) a continu-
ing research program to study ways
of enhancing the value of tv to
children, 2) a distribution centre for
progress reports, and 3) “a public

on matters relating to chlidren and
violence.”

the National Institutes of Mental
Health, said that the Government'’s
efforts in tv viewing- research will

Wemen Protest Cancellation

~ Of ‘CBS Daytime 90’ Dramas

by researchers that TViolence is.

MelIntyre’s March

Washington, April9.

The Rev. Carl McIntire’s
week of spirited protests before
the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee (see story) was capped
Saturday (6) by a “First

he vowed to “‘keep your feet to the
and to make another

since he first tore into the industry in

studies next year. The biggest
lachievement, he said, was in the

advocate role to provide testimony |

Dr. Bettram S. Brown, director of

(Csnﬁmmdmpnge&s) RS

Amendment. march’” on’
the Washington Monument
grounds here.

About 1,500 people par-
ticipated in the march that
protested the FCC action
stripping Melntire of his Media,
Pa., radio station.

A wire protesting the cancellation

lof “CBS Daytime 90" was sent last
" lweek to top execs at the networl. -

Carrying more than 100 signatures

_ jof primarily Coast writers, the wire.

stated: .
“We protest your cancellation of

|‘CBS Daytime 90’ on the basis of a

one-week unpromoted showing in a
game show slot. You are aborting
without fair trial a program which
could afford a market, now non-
existant, for women writers, whose
absence from the credits on network

" |nighttime drama has been a serious

omission for too long. You are

Baptism of Fue |
For Holcomb From
Opposing Pastors

- Washington, April9.
Lusher Holcomb, President Nix-
on’s nominee for the FCC, received
unofficial endorsement from the
Senaté Commerce Committee last
week despite attempts by thie Rev.
Carl Mcinfire to question his
religious status,

Meclntire and several other fun-
damentalist ministers have opposed
the riomination because they feel
Holcomb, ' a - former Baptist
ministér, will side with those oppos-
ing the clérical conservatives who
depend upon radio for their pulpits,
Melptire credits the World Council

Lion, Pa., off the air. The ministers
made a pagsionate plea to the com-
mittee to avoid weakening the
separation of church and state.
FCCommissioner Benjamin

"|Hooks is also. a former Baptist

minister, prompting fears that the
two could exert tremendous in-
fluence against the group, which
already claims persecution by the
commission. The parade of pastors
appealed for complete neutrality. by
the agency on controversies that

“could touch upon mfrmgennent of
the First Amendment.”

"Answering those charges last
week, Holcomb insisted that he is a
fermer Baptist. minister and
currently has ne ecclesiastical ties.

Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion for eight years, but has been
away from the pulpit for the past 15
years, Holcomb pdinted out.

matters, and I should not be penal-
ized for my years asa mmlster " the

_|Inominee said.

He’ll Target On Violence
Communications Subcommittee
chairman John 0. Pastore (D-R.L.}
asked Holcomb what he thought of
tv violence, the issue that a host of
psychiatrists and Government of-
ficials had been gathered to discuss

“that if approved, in the first con-
versation I have with chairman
Richard Wiley,
want tv.violence to be my speclal in-
terest.”

Holcomb, along with another FCC
Democratic nominee, James
|Quello, is expected to be easﬂy con-
firmed for the post. But Pastore has
insisted that he won't approve the
two narnes-until the White House
submats a nominee for the final FCC

(coutimedon page@)
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of Churches, the leading ecumenical
force, with driving his WXUR Red |’

He's been a member of the Equal’

“I've done my best to see that ]
religion is not an issue in political

(see separate stories). "I was just
ahout to mention,” said Holcomb,

I'll tell him that T

cttting. off opportunities for
actresses to be presented in strong
roles which reflect the changing
status of women in the United
States, another omission now just -

‘Ibarely being rectified in primetime

tv. 1t would also afford an opportuni-
ty. for women directors, producers,

‘land technicians, who are now

almost totally unrepresented in
television. The sexiest stereotypes of
wormen prevaleiit on the air could bé
at least mitigated by an anthology
program of interest to contem-
"(Continued on page 49)

TVN Lineup Grows; .
Starts Barter Deal

Television News. Inc, has added
eight new stations to its client roster
for. its independent on-line tv news
seivice. The additions brmg 1ts total
stationlistto 19. . :

Inr addition, TVN began to service
WBBM-TV Chicago on Monday (8) -
and will- start with KMOX-TV St.
Louis pext Monday (13) and with
WCBS-TV New York on. April 24.
Those three CBS-TV o&os will each
take the service for a little over a
month as part of an experiment in-
volving all its stations. At the end of
the prescribed time, the three TVN
stations will switch to UPITN, rival
indy, and the other CBS 0&os,
KNXT Los Angeles and WCAU-TV
Philadelphia, wili join TVN. _

The new stations include five CBS
affils, one ABC outlet and two indy
stations. TVN now services 10 CBS
stations (excluding the CBS 0&o's),
two NBCers and one ABC affil.

TVN president John O. Gilbert
has also concluded a deal for
Bristel-Myers to barter the news
service in the top 25 markets in the
country. Both the news service and
Young & Rubicam, B-M’s'ad agen-
¢y, are now lining up stations for the -
deal. Deal calls.for stations to give
the advertiser 50 ratmgs points_a.

i week in 30-second Spots in’ exchange““
4 for the service.

Broadcasters Askr Ce'urt L
To Return FCC Fees

Washington, April 9.

Fourteen broadcasters have filed
suit with the U.S. Court of Clalms
here to obtain fees they say were il-
legally collected by the FCC. Action
is the first sitit by broadcasters since
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled last
month that cable systems do not
have to pay annual subscription
fees. . '

The joint pennon ﬁled by the law
firm of Dow, Lohnes & Albertson,
seeks some $510,594 in ‘license. and
assignment. and transfer fees.
Unlike cable:operators’ legal bid to

notaclassacuon&ut

regain fees, the hroadcast aet:on is’ '



ald the mstltute is’ sup-

L Among 1ts studtes ‘the causes and
' .consequences of credlblhty m tv
Tiews, longterm effects of | aggres-
_sive- prosomal v programs and

o aggress1on.

But Dr. Brown cautxoned the pan—
.el -that-although NIMH will- soon
produce a violence profile, the use
and enforcemert of its findings will
create riew: problems.. “Would it be
~used by parents to détermine accep-
tability of individual :programs?
“Would producers use it to plan
i programs" Would it lead to lower-
“ing the number of violent-events but’

_'perhaps increase ‘the intensity and |

' mhnmanlty ofthose that: were Ieft'?

. Singer's Song "

Brown _was followed by Leo

. Singer, prez of the Chicago-based
Miracle. White  Co., who Bave a
lengthy documentatlon of ‘tv-
associated crime. “Television' is
nothing "but gore,” sdid-the ‘soap:
maker who vowed nevér to adver-
'tise on another violent show again,

* *The miost popular standard for tv-/

assocxated violence ~- used by
‘Singer and’ Pastore throughout the|:
* hearings — was the fiery death six
‘months ago of a Boston woman who
was doused with a'can of gasoline by

* three hoodlums shortly after a

similar episode occurred in the
- telévisedpie, “Fuzz.” Singer in-
sisted that advertisers are indirectly
responsible for excessive TViolence

-because television time is purchas-
-.+:ed without regard for program con-

* i:tent. The. So_apmaker said that since

. ctlve grants in tv andis|

i|he's” recelved mor' than 35 000
letters of support. e
Schneider’s Rosy Vlew
The ‘alarmist findings of :Rubin-
stein and: Singer were followed by
a - landslide™ of ‘cherubic thtlm_on_y

from network toppers ‘chiming in

with blue sky predictions-and a bar-

rage of prosocial jprograms next

J|fall;-Said' CBS Broadeast “Group
prexy ‘{and ‘company Congres~
sional - spokesman) --Johii- A,
|Schneider: -“I am pleased to note
that violence in primetime has been
on a-downward course, In fact,
between the 1971-72 geason and the

current.”’ broadcast season, ‘thel

_number of .acts of Vlolence has
declined by about .25%,-based .on
analysis by the CBS (}Eflce of Socral
Research.”

Schneider noted that in the web’

.{action:adventure shows, gratuitous
'vto]ence has bheen eltmmated

‘In
“Gunsmoke,”. *'Cannon,” ““Man-
nix,'" "Barnaby “‘Jones” and *“Ko-
jak,” for example; vmlence is often
referred to-and the crimes resolved,
the act itself-is not seen by the
.audience. Explaining new strides’in
kidvid, he said present. plans call for

children’ s specials .on seven out of
every eight Saturday -nights, from/. .

7:30t0 8 p.m., starting Sept."14. .
Schnelders rosy assessment of
the violence problem, followed by
equally optimistic- outlooks by the
other webs, prompted a logical
response from the eternally. skep-
tl_c'al Pastore. “You people are tell-
ing me that ‘you-have _'éxoe'rtsj 'to
guide you and the problem is well in
hand.:Then I am confronted by
testlmony that.violence hasincreas-
ed since 1972. .I'm beginning-to
wonder what the answer is here —

t's gettmg more perplexmg by the
second The conflict was effective-
Iy’ svdestepped by the network: boss
then seated atthe wntness table:
” ABC, NBCToo .

'_mlttee member o sit’ through the "
 detailed and® sometlmes tedious|
‘|three-day testimony - “seemed
' _generally impressed With” network
efforts, and particularly with-a

study noted by ABC veepee “Alfred
R. Schneider ‘(see separate story}.

He said ‘that: by *October 1974, ‘the |-

web will have spent $800,000 for in-
dependent résearch intd the effécts

of televised violence and other-

program content.

“ABC Television prexy Walter A-

Schwartz “outlined ‘major revisions
in kiddie programming, which ‘in-| .

‘cludes ‘a“ more “Civie “look " to}:
£‘Schoolhouse Rock.” :One story

line: a musical look at the preamble
to the Constitution and-an illustra-

tion:of how abill proceeds through

Congress. Approving nods came
from the chairman on thatone.

“NBC board chairman Juhan
Goo‘dm‘an, 1ot to be outdone:by -his
colleagues,.
network’s sampling of midwestern
elementary ‘schoolers and tv-

associated aggression. He said the

web’s approach to programming
has been on a judgmental basis;
case-by-case, to deecide’ whether
each violent act is classmed as
gratuitous:
: Everyone Seems Happy

“In all," the hearihgs were useful,
and remarkably productive. Pas—
tore was-soothed. in knowing. that

the .Government ' is being prodded |~

into producing -reliable:-data’on

the violence problem, and.the
network -toppers filed .out. ‘of the
hearing room confident ' that their

convincing display of goodwill and
good deeds will -hold the. subcoin-
mittee at bay — at least untll next
year.

- Sumimed- Pastore “My ex-

But Pastore ~ thie only subcoms.

“summarized “hisj

Katz Promotes Three

Peter ‘Goulazian, for seven: years
assocxate director of sales develop-

‘ment for Katz Television; has'been

named. -assistant -to- presuient
MlchaelT Membrado. -0
Katz has “also upped. Mlchael
Raounas: and Dick: Goldstem to
reglona] sales managers

Tno Sn ned For

Summer Comedy

Jackle Looper ‘Barbira Feldon|
and: Nipsey Russell: have ‘been

signed by exee producer ‘Greg

Garrison to host “‘Dean Martin’s
Coniedy. World” (formerly called

-1 "*Cormedy. Store”:), which will‘air as
,1a summer replacement series on

NBC-TV in Martin's Thursday 10
p.m. slot startnguneﬁ oo
Three separate productton umts
headed by Lee Hale, Buddy -Arnold |,
and ‘Robert Arthur, will supply’ the
comedy - footage which, together
with classic film’ footage of oidtime

‘greats Charlie Chaplin, Harold

Lioyd, Buster Keaton and the Marx
~{Brothers, will comprise the ¢ontent

{of ‘the skein. Each -episode of the

series will star at-least two es:
tablished comedy performers, wrth
{rom six to elght ‘new laces:’ :

perience “with th'e networks is that
they are smart people. who don’t
want to do things that will hurt
othérs. And I'm always encouraged
when 1 talk to them. But the fact
remains, our people’ are television
atddicted —= and the gquestion. is
whether the ideas bemg sold to themn
by lt are good or bad i

The MoblI O]I -Corp..

placed by corporatrons L

‘The” company petltlon said such:"
substantiation _would be-in'violation .
:lof-the Fifst’Amendment’s ‘‘fun-

damental ‘policy. of promoting un-
{fettered debate on an‘issue of crucial
-lpublic and  political . significance.”
Implementation of the ‘legislators’
request,' according:to Mobil, would
“saddle -Government officials and
media executives with the burden of
deciding ‘what opinions ‘should sur-
face in the marketplace of ideas.”

Mobil -has recently complained -
Jthat some of its ads were rejected by

networks and -other ‘ads ‘had -to be
rewritten' because the networks
feared they would viclate the
Fairness Doctrine. . - -

- "Mobil also.offered ‘to pay for an_
equal amount of time for critics of
its “ideas” position to express their
views, but all three networks turned
down. the proposal. They variously
expressed  the:notion that such an
offer would detraet from their own
capacity to make news judgments
and Fairness Doctrine decisions.

New Directors At KCR(}

“The Cedar Rapids Television Co.,-

operator of KCRG-TV-AM; has
added three members to 1ts board of
rectors..

hey are Edwm J. Lasko ‘general -

manager of the stations; Edha A.
Herbst, director of promotion;

pubhcrty and public affairs for: the

outlets,-and Andrew E. Breuer,

head accountant.

as’ asked.f-{.'_
-|that:the Federal Trade Commission”
not ‘heed “a-petition forwarded it by
six 1S legislators-asking it to ‘de-"
riiand substantiation of ‘claims ad-
vaticed as-ideéas:in mstltutrona} ads
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RACISM AND MENTAL HEALTH

Jim Ralph, head of the Center for Minority Group Mental Health programs at NIMH, reports he is
set to launch a special bureau on racism and mental health if he gets the okay from upstairs. The bureau
would have a double-barreled research focus: on institutional change in mental health and behavioral sci-
ence institutions; and on the mental health implications of institutional racism and- sexism. :

The Center’s early efforts have been to build a constituency and support minority research. Five mi-
nority research centers will be in operation by June 30: :two black, one Chicano, one Puerto Rican -and
one Asian-American. An American Indian research center will be announced next year. The Center has
held meetings for professionals and researchers for every major minerity. - :

According to Richard Shapiro, a long-time organizational-change type and Ralph s choice to head the
new bureau, it would move the center beyond support of non-racist research to supporting research and
intervention projects on combating racism. Shapiro wants to combine the pragmatic experience of the
human service practitioner who has been up against institutional change problems with the knowledge of
the researcher who has studied intervention techniques. Specifics aren't mapped out yet but projects
could include development of indicators to measure organizational change. .

Contact Shapirc at NIMH, Minority Center, Rm. 12-101, Parklawn Bldg 5600 F.'shers Lane, Rockwﬂe Md. 20852.
He welcomes information on institutional change. o

HEALTH BILLS STATUS
Senate and House conferees are inching toward a compromise on widely differing bills by Sen. Edward
Kennedy {D-Mass.) and Rep. Paul Rogers {D-Fla.) to extend research training at NIH and NIMH. . The ma-
jor hang-up-is Kennedy’s ethics section, which the Rogers bill doesn't have. Strict provisions for the pro-
tection of human subjects and for informed consent have sparked some comments in the-research com-
munity that it would undermine research. The compromise version probably will retain part of the section.
The Rogers bill would extend programs pretty much as they are; while Kennedy’s would incorpo-
rate them in a.new National Research Service Awards Program. Both would exclude psychiatry residency
—Rogers’ aides now state that clinical psychology training programs would continue— and both would add
research or service requirements. Final action is expected soon. Co
In other health legisiation, Congress is muddling through. At least 14 separate Ieglslatwe program
authorizations expire June 30. Other bills with implications for behavior researchers are on the burners.
Following is a roundup: o
a Rogers’ bill {(HR 11511) to extend the communlty mental health centers programs. and other Public
Health Service Programs for two years is still.in committee.. Kennedy introduced a different version
(S. 3280). . Rogers would limit.center funding to five years, with poverty area centers still eligible for eight-
year funding if needed. Provisions for developmental disabilities programs include increased funding and
a deinstitutionalization mandate. The “big four” categories would be epilepsy, cerebral palsey, mental re-
| tardation and autism—a new addition—and omit neurological d:seases There sa push 1o add Iearnmg dis-
~ahilities. Kennedy has a separate disabilities bill (S, 427)..
: n The House Appropriations Committee’s subcommittee on HEW, chaired by Daniel Flood (D-Pa.) is
now holding hearings on the Administration’s proposed FY75 budget. Senate hearings will follow. The
Committee turned down the Administration’s $25 million supplemental budget request for the. Nat. Inst
of FEducation for FY74 and it's unlikely the Senate will disagree. | -
a The House is set to vote and clear for Nixon'’s signature the bill extending alcohol and drug abuse pro-
‘ grams for two years under the community mental health centers act and’ providing legal status for the Al-
cohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration.
| Copyright @ 1974 Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. All rights reserved, Reproduction is strictly prohibited,
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o Biofeedback researchers and manufacturers of blofeedbaok paraphernaha are upset about the Senate-
passed medical devices bill which would give the'FDA pre marketing clearance on devices. not: ‘proven safe
or therapeutic. FDA already holds (but can’t enforce) the position that such equipment shoufd be pur-
chased on prescription. The Biofeedback Research Sdﬁlety, whose members are mostly psychologrsts has
objected loudly in a letter to. Rogers charrman of the House publlc health subcommlttee where the bill
now sits (HR 9984 and S. 2368)." SRR y e

INDEXING VIOLENCE e e S N

NiMH director Bertram Brown told Sen John Pastore (D-R.I. } in Senate corfmmunications:stbcom= . /.
mittee hearings on TV violence, that a major problem with producing a violence index is what-to do with
it when you have it. NIMH is mainly concerned with the big picture—TV viewing:and effects.on social be- -
havior in general—but it's pursiing the index requested by Pastore. It has funded:George Gerbner; who: = .
has been tracking the ups and-downs of TV violence for years, and has gl\ren Socral Scrence Research Cou n--
cil a grant'to see if Gerbner has forgotten anything. : T N D

Gerbner's own index already exists.as part of his larger cultural mdrcators work It lncludes percen— ;
tages of violent episodes and other detailed analyses reported in aggregate terms. 'In short, research has: -
come up with everything but a program- by program.violence rating, and nobody wants to touch off an-:
other rating game. : -

The key, according to Brown, Gerbner Eti Rubenstern and Robert Liebert who aiso testrfled isto
view TV in terms of its full effects and potential. Rubenstein and Liebert agreed that'prosocial program- -
ming is an essential research area. Gerbner and Rubenstein testified that-overall, TV.violence has stayed
about level, but industry representatives who've been feeling the heat say- they re planmng ma]or efforts
especially in prosccial programming.for kids. e Il e

To keep up with his reports on ciiltural indicators and vielence, write Gerbner at U of-Pa., Annenberg School of
Communications, 3620 Walnut St., C5 Philadelphia 19174. e SR L g

PROFESSIOMNAL NOTES ST REEI

a Members of the Amer. Psychiatric Assn. have tapped USC psychiatrist Judd IVlarmor as presrdent--
elect. He'll take office May 1975.- Other new officers: vice-presidents, June Jackson Christmas, com- i
missioner of mental health and mental retardation for New York City, and Jules.Masserman, professor::.°
emeritus at Northwestern; secretary, Robert Gibson of Sheppard and Enoch Pratt:Hospital in. Baltimore. s
On the same ballot, 8% of the members voted to uphold the APA trustees’-earlier decision to strlke
homosexuality from the sick list in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. -

a Plans to give insurance companies a list of psychologists approved-for reimbursement are gammg at’
the Amer. Psychological Assn. (12/24/73 BT). Amer. Board of Professional Psychology president; Aifreds‘ff
Marrow announced ABPP will “accede to the request’ of APA to set-up-a Nat: Registry of Health Service
Providers in Psychology, bowing to industry complaints that there are too many psychologists and state
practicing standards are too varied. ABPP will hold a May meeting with insurance representatives and: -~
others. Criteria would exclude recent masters’ level pros, though psychology produces more masters thani"--'
Ph.D.s Marrow is at ABPP, 15 Columbus Circie, New York 10023 ' : '

a The Nat. Assn. of Social Workers set up a Legal Defense Service and fund for social workers who run:ci
into trouble upholding their ethics code. - After a'year of operation, the program has reviewed-about a- do-3
zen formal requests for help and has agreed to assist in three cases.” One involves a former director of so- .
cial services in a Pennsylvania prison where a revolt-resulted in the death of two officials:’ The socral wor— S
ker was fired on the grounds that the social services he introdueed made securlty difficult. e
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JOBS OUTLOOK o

Going along with other recent forecasts of job prospects for behavioral and social science profession-
als, the Labor Dept. presents a mixed picture, with the best bets for social work, other social service occu-
pations and jobs in non-academic settings. The Labor Dept. predicts overall employment in the social
sciences will grow moderately through the mid-1980s, but this growthwill be offset by the number of per-
sons seeking to enter the field. Although teaching in universities and colleges will remain the norm, non-
academic jobs will rise, with some industries hiring increasing numbers of"social science majors as trainees .
for administrative and executive positions, ..

Anthropologists—The largest area of empioyment will be teaching, W|th increasing opportunltles for
work in museums, archeological research programs, mental and public health, poverty and community ac-
tion and industry. But Ph.D.s will face keen competition through the mid- 19805 Order of the day is
training diversification.

Sociotogists—The picture for Ph. D SOC|oIog|sts is pretty good through the mid- 19805 but competi-
tion will be fierce for choice academic spots. Masters’ degree holders will have a tough time-in academia,
but government and industry opportunities look better. Sociologists well grounded in research methods,
advanced statistics and computer use will have it made. Demand is expected to be strong for research per-
sonnel in rural sociology, community deve!opment population analysis, public opanlon medlcme 1uven|Ie
delinguency and education.

Psychologists—Prospects look good through the mid-1980s for Ph.D.s and some masters holders in

_clinical and counseling settings. Expansion.is expected in mental hospitals, clinics and centers, correction-
al institutions and in the federal government, particularly in the VA and Defense Dept Other openlngs
will be in educational and industrial psychology and human services.

Social Workers—Employmernit outlook is particularly bright for social workers in the 19705 with com-
petition increasing somewhat in the 1980s. Social workers with graduate degrees will be in good shape.
Expected rapid growth stems from anticipated expansion of service programs to meet problems created
by economic and technological disiocation, social change and increasing nu_m'bers of the very old and
very young. _ '

The Labor Dept. reports good prospects for school and rehabllltatlon counselors :

Information is in the new Occupational Qutlook Handbook, 1974-75 Edition, available for.$6.85 from U.S. Gov't.
Printing Office, Wash., D.C. 20402, or any regional office of GPO or Bureau of Labor Statistics. .

HOMICIDE—NO EASY EXPLANATIONS

MIT mathematician Arnold Barnett assailed demographic and other popular explanations for the
current increase in homicides, and said that the risk of becoming a murder victim is "orders of magnitude”’
higher than is commonly believed. Barnett reviewed his study of murder rates in the nation’s 50 largest
cities during a symposium held at MIT April 8. Using Atlanta as an example, he pomted out that while
the 250 people murdered there in 1972 seem few compared to the half miilion who weren’t, ”'if this rate
continues, homicide will-be the cause of death of roughly 1 out of every 27 Atlantans born thisyear " On
the basis of similar projections, homicide rates would be: Chicago, 1 in 60 Detrcnt 1in 35 Los Angeles,
1 in 82; Miami, 1in 51; New York, 1 in 67; Washington, 1 in 40.

Barnett offered these figures to provide “an accurate view of the magnltude of the problem " hut
he doesn’t believe the figures reflect any real differences between cities. Current homicide rates in the
B0 cities studied are “"typical random fluctuations around a common trend,” suggesting “‘a strong correla-
tion between national trends and those in individual Iocalitles at least in the current growth period. "
Barnett thinks his study weakens expianatmns which attribute the homicide boom to focal phenomniena,
such as “racial tensions or decline of the core city, which seem to vary greatly in different cities.” Simi-
larty, the baby boom following World War 11 is untenabie as an explanation, Barnett said, "for this phe-
nomenon can account for only about 10% of the rise in murder that actually occurred.”

The MIT mathematician hopes his study will help clear the air of unsatlsfactory explanattons for
the growth in homicides. He stressed that his forecasts ""are based on the explicit assumption that no
changes in public policy or citizen response toward homicide will be forthcoming. There is no reason’
that this need be so. Perhaps the best way to invalidate these gr|m predictions is to mvaildate the pre-
mise of public inaction on which they are based.”

Info: Barnett, Dept. of Mathematics, Mass. Inst. of Tech., Cambridge 02 139.
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GETTING CUT THE VOTE ‘
Talk about your basic rights. Psychologist Gregory Olley and grad student William Fremouw at the

U. of Massachusetts, Ambherst, surveyed states laws and practices governing.voting rights of the. mentally . -

retarded. They found much ambiguity, a general absence of state agency awareness and little detailed data.

They concluded that ""very.few retarded persons under state care are actually voting,’’ although. residence--_-
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-Right'to'vote:. © - | Constitution bars - o —J.in a state:institution for the retarded /*

uness adjudicated | idiots" but ability -+ .- i~ not-automatically synonomous with Iegal ’

incompetent, noh | to understand

compos mentis, or | election incompetence. to-handle personal affalrs
No Regulations : |- under guardianshipi is sufficient* No'Information ~and exercise civil raghts R
Alabama. [ Arizona . 1 California - Louisiana . .. .. Five states— Connectrcut IIImoxs New.
Alaska Kentucky . | Connecticut Ohio )
Arkansas < | Maryland - dbowa Tennessee x '.'Jersey, Oregon and Vermaont—reported or-
Colorado Massachusetts N, Carolina Wyoming ganized programs to aid the retarded to .
Delaware .| Minnesota | Washingtent . . . . . )
D.C. U Mississippi omneEn A register and vote in the 1972 natlonal._elec-
Florida™™. ..o Missouri & 270 1w e s e o tion,: Both-Connecticut and 1Hinols said
Georgia .., - . Montanatt . . . )
Hawaii 0 N Dakota - . ~over: 100 residents of: mstttutlons managed
Idahg- - 7| Nebraska- U IR e - ‘to'vote. : T I
:lnhc:gr: - - m:x ﬁ;i\c’o se et o b b o Olley and Fremouw surveyed agen-
Kansas New York cles in all 50 statecand the District of Co-
Mainef ... .| Oklahoma : - .+ | ‘lumbia:- Forty-six of them replied. Many
Michigan. . S. Dakota o finiti | difficulti )
Nevada “Texas | e s+ states have de_lmtlona difficulties that
New Hampshire. | Virginia *- e R T Ce7 . compound the voting rights problem. o
Oregont Vermont . o . ) e e .
Pennsylvania ‘Wisconsin _ -Twenty have adopted a:legal -defl__nlt:on :
Rhode sland " W. Virginia © "1t : o - similar to that developed by the Amer: -
f)—tgsm","a o T - S Assnon Mental Deficiency—"'subaverage: .

e S T ' : general.intellectual functicgning which-ofi- = - -

* Ability determined bv reglstrars N . . S o ina s :.n- developmental period .
**Ruling from Attorney General in progress g ates du“. g the . . P . p
tState Attorney General ruled the mentally retarded are eligible. and is associated with impairment in adap- -
11All institutionalized retarded are considered legally incompetent to vote, . tive beha\nor" 10 states adopt some part

of that definition; 10 states lack any:legal detinition; and four employ vague definitions. -
The table summarizes current right-to-vote laws. This study appeared in the February issue of Mental Retardation,
published by AAMD, 5201 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20015, .

Massachusetts Plan The Massachusetts Dept of lVlental Health nssued a flve year plan calllng for phasrng o
down state mental hOSpltalS and developing comrnunlty -based alternatlves The Dept. says hos;pltals won't
be closed totally but whlttled back to serve as anchor-points for decentraltzed programs. L
The 18-month study, C‘ommumty Mental Health and the Mental Hosprtal is free from Dept of Mental Health Publrc' .
lnformatron Off/ce 190 Portland St Boston Mass 02174 -

SOME DIFFERENT CRIME STATISTICS -
The Law Enforcement Assistance Admlnlstratron has begun a crlrne study W|th a dlfference Most
such studies are. based on statlstlcs gathered from pollce and other. law- enforcement agencres LEAA s
source of mformatlon is a National Crime Panel, a sampllng of busmesses and households throughout
the country which will be changed perlodlcally to keep the data fresh "The. LEAA survey asks panel . -
members for detalled mformatnon on all suspected crimes, whether reported to the pollce or not. Oues— o
tions include economic and demogaaphlc circumstances; amount of loss; type. of crlme reason if any,. o
for not reporting the cnrne and characteristics of the perceived offenders
The NCP project.is belng evaluated by a joint panel of the Nat. Research CounmE Commlttee on Na-_ﬂ
tional Statistics and the NRC Assembly of Behavioral and Social Scaences The panel will examine the .
NCP in terms of statlsttcal methodology problems in valldatlon survey desugn and technlque lnterpreta-‘
tion of results and thelr possnble use. The panel will also make a prellmlnary comparison of the NCP sur-
'vey and the results of other crime surveys, including the FBl's Umform Crime Reports. LEAA wants the.
'NCP to yield data Useful in the administration of Jaw enforcement programs whlle the NFlC panel W|Il ‘
look at how the NCP survey can serve social scnentists as well as the government
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VIEWPOQINT ) SEX, VIOLENCE AND NIMH -

Sen. John Pastore {D-R.1.), chairman of the Communications Subcommittee of the Senate Commerce Committee, re-
cently held anather in a continuing series of hearings on television violence.. The focus on television as a powerful sacial
messenger gave governmment’s top psychiatrist, Bertram Brown, director of the Nat, Inst. of Mental Health, a chance to re-
flect on other research needs. His comments also reflect an interest in putting some NIMH money on the subject.

Just as considerations of the drug abuse problem at the
national level led us to further considerations of alcohol pro-
biems, we feel that considerations of television and violence
must inevitably lead to considerations of television and oth-

er intense. human emotions such as sexuality, power drives,
and creativity. :

In the area of sexuality, Americans for the most part
have reacted against explicit dep'ictions of sexual topics in.
the visual media while altowing far more explicit portrayal
of vioclence. Examination of the effects of violence is only

recent, but critical examination of sexual taboos have barely _

begun.

My hope is that the very proper scientific and ethical
concern for violence, as exemplified by these hearings and
much of the research we are doing in this field, will lead into
a renewed consideration of the pros and cons of sex role por-
trayal. '

Cautious Interpretation
The linkages, and perhaps more important, the non-

linkages between sex and aggression—especially as aggression .

extends into violence—are hinted at in bio-behavioral, psy-

chological and social science research, But not enough work™

has been done to clearly elucidate the nature of these rela-
tionships and linkages. Extrapolation and translation from
one to another are uncertain so that interpretations must be-
cautious and tentative. :
Both sexual responsivity and aggressive behavior de- -
pend on underlying neurophysiolcgical mechanisms. Sub-
cortical brain structures—principally the hypothalamus and
the limbic system—seem to be involved in facilitating or in-
hibiting aggressive or violent behavior. This has been

brought out by surgical,' electrophysiolo_gical, and biochem-

ical research, o

It appears, also for both sex and aggression, that social
influences or stimuli are important in whether neurophysio-
logical mechanisms are appropriately activated in the expres-
sion of behavior.
Learned Aggression

Some scientists have explained aggressiveness as gener-
ated by instinctual mechanisms. [t is now widely accepted,
however, that people fearn aggressive, hostile, and even vio-
lent behavior patterns, This learning comes, not only from
experience, frustration, and stress, but also through obser-
vation of real-life situations, films, and television programs.

Research additionally discloses that attitudes on the
acceptability of the use of violence to solve pressing pro-
blems or for social control are also learned. Many )’C\_mericans
approve or justify violence in some contexts, according to
survey data developed some years ago for the President’s

Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, and
by even more recent findings. Such approval or justification
perhaps spring from childhood experiences and influences
which affect socialization and which structure perceptions
and expectations of the world.

Indeed—and | think this is important to consndermthe
emotlona! effects of repeated media violence programming .

on toleration of real-life aggression and violence may. in the.

long run be the most damaging result of that programming.

Repeated exposure can produce insensitivity to cruelty and

violence because it gradually extinguishes the viewer's emo-

tional responses and builds the feeling that violent behavior

is normal and appropriate under some cwcumstances
Lovely and Ugly ' :

In my opinion; séx—and here |-leave out pornographic
or mechanical sex—is an expression of love, intimacy, pro- .
creation: expressing physical affection is a lovely thing: On
the other side, aggression, carried to the point of violence,
destruction, the infliction of bodily damage, is an ugly thing.

But there is a confusion in people’s minds to the point

. that when we find people talklng about violence on televn-

sion they mean sex, and when they talk about sex on televi-
sion they equate it with violence.

The blending’ of sex and violence as presented in some_
recent films perpetuates the confusion of both. Indeed,
when sex-and violence are both combined; the increaséd
magnitude of a potentially harmful emotional impact may
be geometric rather than arithmetic.

Disorder and Alienation

From even this brief discussion, it is ewdent that we .
should be more sensitive to the.interplay between these two
factors. We have much to learn about them and their rela-
tionship. | think that, in-part through our own continuing
program at NIMH and in part through other public and pri-
vate efforts, we must not only continue to address the gues-
tions raised on T.V. violence, but we must as well begin to
examine other forms of expression which may have measur-
able negative impact on a sufficient number of individuals to
contribute to the disorder and alienation of our society.

These thoughts are simply my evaluations and strong
opinions. . Presently, no one can offer more,

| would suggest, however; that a most profound dilem:
ma confronts us if we find there is significant negative im-
pact on young people or adults by the visual media—whether
on television or the movie houses. This dilemma is: Given
such knowledge, who is to decide to act upon it, and who is
to enforce those actions? tt is the dilemma of freedom of
expressmn versus the harmfulness—once proven of certain
things expressed.
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Radio Code Board Hears from Gays and Contraceptive Group;
Pians Update of Program Standards Language

At its spring meeting held May 16, in
Washington, the NAB Radio Code
Board:

—heard Robert Cohen of The Jordan
Co., Miami, on behalf of the newly
formed National Association of Con-
traceptive Manufaciurers who urged
that the Code Board study the Radio
Code’'s ban on the adveriising of
contraceptive products.

The Radio Code Board indicated

that a committee would be formed to
study the ban.
. —heard from Ronald Gold, com-
munications director, National Gay
Task Force, who appeared before
the Board to urge a change in Code
languags.

Following a questicn-and-answer
session with Mr. Gold, the Board

concluded that there was nc need {o
revise Code language inasmuch as
the Radio Broadcaster's Creed and
standard |-I-14 encompass the
concern that homosexuals be treated
in a fair, eguitable and sensitive
manner in radio programming.

The applicable sectich of the
Broadcaster's Creed reads:
“We believe . . . that we should make
full and ingenious use of man’s store
of knowledge, his talents, and his
skills and exercise critical and dis-
cerning judgement concerning  all
broadcasting operations to the end
that we may intelligently and sym-
pathetically: . . .
“"Respect the rights and sensitivities
of all people; . ..
“Protect and uphcld the dignity and

brotherhood of all mankind.”

Radio Code standard I-1-14 reads:
“Words {especially slang) derisive of
any sex, race, color, creed, national-
ity or national derivaticn except
wherein such usage would be'for the
specific  purpose of  effective
dramatization, such as combating
prejudice, are forbidden.”

The Board also directed that a
copy of Mr. Gold's statement be sent
to all Radio Code subscribers.
—ruled that distiller sponsorship of a
public-service-type program or an-
nouncement continues to be unac-
ceptable under the Code’s Alcoholic
Beverage Advertising Guidelines.
—directed the Code Authority to re-
view for the Code Board a possible

(continues on page 3)

TV Code Review Board Reviews Competitive/Comparative Ads,
Discusses Violence, Hears from Gays and Contraceptive Group

At its spring meeting heid May 1-2,
in Washington, the NAB Television

. Code Review Board:

—discussed the increass in com-
parative advertising, in which the
competiticn is clearly identified by
name andfor picture, both in terms of
the ability of such advertising re-
sponsibly executed to serve the pub-
lic interest by supplying information
that would be helpful to the con-
sumer, and in terms ¢f the difficutties
inherent in such advertising.

The Board urged that advertisers,
their agencies and broadcasters
take great care to assure that com-
parative advertising conforms to
~ Television Code standards X-2 and

~X-7 s0 as to appropriately serve the

" pubtic interest. :

Provision X-2 reads:

“The role and capability of television
to market sponsors’ products are

well recognized. In turn, this fact dic-
tates that great care be exercised by
the broadcaster to prevent the pres-
entaticn of false, misleading or de-
ceptive advertising. While it s en-
tirely appropriate to present a prod-
uct in a favorable fight and atmos-
phere, the presentation must not, by
copy or demonstraticn, involve a
material deception as to the charac-
teristics, performance or appearance
of the product. _

“Broadcast advertisers are re-
sponsible for making available, at
the request of the Code Authority,
documentation adequate to support
the walidity and ftruthfulness of
claims, demonstraticns and testimo-
nials contained in their commercial
messages.”

Provision X-7 reads:
"Advertising should offer a product
or service on its positive merits and

refrain from discrediting, disparag-
ing or unfairly attacking competitors,
competing preducts, other indus-
tries, professions or institutions.”
The Board directed that any valid
challenge involving comparative ads
be expeditiously resolved in the best
interest of the viewing public.
—discussed the recent hearings
held by the Senate Commerce
Committee’s Subcommittee on
Communications under the chair-
manship of Senator John Q. Pastore
{D-R.1) in respect to the depiction of
violence in teievision programs.
Teking cognizance of both the re-
duction in, and the careful freatment
of, portrayals of violence, the Board
urged that broadcasters and the
Code Authority review the considera-
tions raised during the hearings.
The Board directed the Code Au-
(continues on page 2)
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Taking time out from the Television Code Review Board meeting are

(seated, | to )

Chairman Wayne Kearl, KENS-TV San Antonio, Tex.; Harold Grams, KSD-TV St. Louis, Mo.;
Burton LaDow, KTVK (TV) Phoenix, Ariz.; Alfred R. Schneider, ABC Inc., New York, N.Y.;
(standing, | to r) Thomas J. Swafford, CBS Television, New York, N.Y.; Herminio Traviesas,
NBC, New York, N.Y., and Robert J. Rich, WDSM-TV Duluth, Minn.

Present for the meeting, but absent for the sitting were Wallace Jorgenson, WBTY (TV)
Charlotte, N.C., and Roger Rice, KTVU (TV) Oakland, Calif.

(“TV” continues from page 1)

therity to continue its vigilance in
respect to the conformance of pro-
grams with applicable Television
Code standards and policies.
—heard reports on Code Authority
participation in the chitdren's adver-
tising review project conducted by
“the Federal Trade Commission and
on the pilot research study dealing
with children's perception of tele-
vised material being conducted by
Drs. Charles and Mariann Winick.
The Board also reviewed a
quastion-and-answer article elabo-
rating upon the recently issued
Children's Advertising Statement of
Principles, The article, which comes
in response to requests from adver-
tisers and agencies affected by the
statement, is being published in this
issue of Code News.
—directed its Time Standards Com-
mittee to continue its discussions of
1) the relationship of the Code’s time
standards to independent stationg’
operations, and 2) the time stand-
ards criteria used by some advertis-

ing agencies to determine a siation's
performance.

—heard Rabert Cohen of The Jordan
Co., Miami, on behalf of the newly
formad National Association of Con-
traceptive Manufacturers who urged
the Board to study the Code’s ban on
the advertising of contraceptive prod-
ucts. The matter was referred to the
Board’s Personal Products Advertis-
ing Committee.

—ruled that a method/product de-
signed to help siop bed-wetting may
not be advertised on TV.

—voted to accept as a category of
personal product advertising pro-
prietary products designed to halp
control body lice, subject to schedul-
ing ccnsiderations and conformance
of copy to taste and claims require-
ments of the Teievision Code.
—considered written appeals by var-
ious advertisers/agencies represent-
ing products whose advertising falls
under the Code’'s Personal Products
Advertising Guidelines. The Board
directed resolution of the appellantg’
material on a case-by-case basis,
—clarified certain aspects of long-

P
standing Code Authority policies re-
lating to the use of live models in
undergarment advertising.

—heard from Ronald Gold, com-
munications director, National Gay
Task Force, and Loretta Lottman,
Gay Media Action of Boston, who
appeared before the Board to urge a
change in Code language for stand-
ards V-7 and V-9,

The Board, following a guestion-
and-answer session with the appel-
lants, concluded that there was no
need to revise current Code lan-
guage inasmuch asg standards V-7
and V-9, in the Board’'s view, al-
ready encompass the concern that
homosexuals be treated in a fair,
equitable and sensitive manner in
television programs.

V-7 reads;

“Special sensitivity is necessary in
the use of material relating 1o sex,
race, color, creed, religious func-
tionaries or rites, or naticnal or eth-
nic derivation.”

IV-8 reads: .
“The presentation of marriage, the{ _
family and similarly important human =~
refationships, and material with sex-
ual connotations, shall not be treated
exploitatively or irresponsibly, but
with  sensitivity. Costuming and
movements. of all performers shall be
handled in a simiiar fashion.”

The Board also directed that a
copy of Mr. Gold’'s and Ms. Lotiman’s
statement be sent to all Television.
Code subscribers.

—ruled that distiller sponsorship of a
public service-type program cor an-
nouncement continues to be unac-
ceptable under the Code’s Alcoholic
Beverage Advertising Guidelines.
—directed the Alcoholic Beverage
Advertising Committee to review cur-
rent beer/wine advertising, to report
findings and any recommendaticns
at the Board’s next meeting.
—directed the Tobacco Products
Advertising Committee to centinue
its review of tobacco products adver-
tising.

—directed the Health lssues Com-
mittee to work with the Code Author-
ity on its inventory review of advertis-¢
ing matters relating to the Code'sé\ﬁ
Men-in-White provision.

—heard reports on Code Authority
budget, monitoring and subscription.
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(“Radio” continues from page 1)

updating of the language contained
in the Radio Code’s program stand-
ards section.

—reaffirmed Code policy which dis-
allows apprcaches in race track and
like advertising that encourages
people to bet.

—reaffirmed Radio Code standard
[I-C-3 which disallows the advertis-
ing of fortune telling, occultism, as-
trology, paim reading or subjects of
a like nature.

—heard reports on subscription,
monitoring, budget, non-prescription
medications advertising and a Code
promotional project.

Radio Code
Roster Up

During the 1973-1974 fiscal year,
there was a net increase cof 530
Radic Code subscriber stations over
the figure recorded at the end of the
previous fiscal year.

That was the news that the Radic
Code Board of the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters heard at its May
16, 1974 meeting in Washingten.

The increase came, in large part,
as a rosult of a campaign begun tast

spring to strengthen Radio Code ac-.

tivities and to increase Radio Code
subscription.

At that time, Richard T. Wartell,
then NAB regicnal manager, was
named code subscription manager.

Mr. Wartell served in that post until
he joined the NAB's government re-
lations department in March of this
year. He was succeeded by George
Dorrington, account  executive,
WMT-TV Cedar Rapids, lowa.

Mr. Wartell, during his tenure, and
Mr. Dorrington work under the direc-
tion of Burns Nugent, executive vice
president for station relations.

Non-Code stations wishing o con-
tact Mr. Dorrington with regard to
possibiecode subscription may reach
him &t:

2399 Blake Bivd., S.E.
Cedar Rapids, lowa 52403
(319) 365-8577

At NAB’s Washington headquarters are Radio Code Board members: (front row, | to r)
James M. Ward, WLAC-AM-FM Nashville, Tenn.; Jack P. Timmons, KWKH (AM) Shreveport,
La.; Hal J. Davis, KITE (AM) San Antonio, Tex.; Grace M. Johnsen, ABC Inc., New York, N.Y.;
Hal Wagner, Mutual Broadcasting System, Washington, D.C. (substituting for Jack Cle-

ments); Jerry Fitch, KDGO (AM) Durango, Colo.;

(second row, | to r) Jack G. Thayer,

Nationwide Communications, Columbus, Ohio; William W. Hansen, WJOL-AM-FM Joliet, lIl.,
present Code Board chairman, and Carl V. Veniers Jr.,, WPTF-AM-FM Raleigh, N.C.

Not pictured is Robert H. Harter, WHO-AM-FM Des Moines, lowa.

Absent from the session was Arthur Mortenson, KBIG (AM) Los Angeles, Calif., who was
recently promoted to Hughes TV Network group premdent A successor to his post on the

Radic Code Board will be nameg shortly.

Subscriber Status

As of the period ending May 1 there
were 2,935 Radio Code subscribers
and 411 Tejevision Code subscrib-
ers. Four national radio netwerks and
the three TV networks are Code sub-
scribers.

RADIO CODE DELETIONS:

KBFW (AM) Bellingham, Wash.
KBYP (AM) Shamrock, Tex.
KCIA (AM) Humble City, N.M.
KCLX (AM) Colfax, Wash.

KHAP (AM} Aztec, N.M.

KIRT {AM) Mission, Tex.

KIQH {AM) San Francisco, Calif.
KJEM (AM) Wagoner, Okla.
KMBL {AM) Junction, Tex.

Moorhead, Minn.

KVOX (AM)

KIDA {FM) Moorhead, Minn.
KZYM {AM) Cape Girardeau, Mo.
WRR-AM-FM Dallas, Tex.

WSAC (AM) Senatobia, Miss.
WQIZ (AM) St George, S.C.

AADIO CODE ADDITIONS:

KBPI-FM Denver, Colo.
KCFH (AM) Cuero, Tex.

KCFI (AM) Cedar Falis, lowa
KDEA (FM) New iberia, La.
KGMS (AM} Sacramento, Calif.
KKOK {AM) Lompoc, Calif.
KNDY-FM Marysville, Kan.
KSID-Fi Sidney, Neb.
KWHW-Fi Altus, Okla.

TELEVISION CODE ADDITIONS:

KCBJ-TV Columkia, Mo.
KDUB-TV Dubugue, lowa
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Children’s Advertising Principles:
Questions-and-Answers

On January 1 of this vyear, the
Children’s Advertising Statement of
Princigles went into effect Three
months later, on April 1, it was joined
by a set of Interpretations to the
Statement of Principles.

To assist advertisers, their agen-
cies and broadcasters in their review
of television commercials designed
primarily for children, the Code Au-
thority offers hereunder this guide
—in the form of representative
guestions-and-answers.

Q. How is "advertising designed
primarily for children” defined?

A. “Advertising designed primarily
for children” is that which the adver-
tiser or agency, by their media buy-
ing patterns or merchandizing geals,
places in chiidren’s programs in
order to reach an audience com-
posed primarily of children.

Q. How is the term "“children” de-
fined?

A. Children are thcse individuals 12
years of age cr younger.

Q. What is meant by “programs
directec primarily to children”?

A. "Programs directed primarily to
children” are those shows scheduled
at times during which children are
generally watching television alone
or with cther children. The program
may ke one specifically designed for
children or may be a re-run of a
family show which, because of the
time at which it is scheduled and the
audience it attracts, may be said to
be one which is directed primarily at
chitdren.

Generally speaking, programs
specifically designed for children
are nrimarity telecast during Satur-
day and Sunday morning/early after-
noon hours. (Space shots, corona-
tions or other like special programs
are not considered “directed primar-
ily to children” regardiess cf the day
or time telecast.)

Programs classified as “family
shows” when originally telecast dur-
ing prime time hours would be
deemed ic be “programs directed
primarily to children” if telecast dur-
ing Saturday or Sunday morn-
ing/early afternoon hours.

Afternoon specials designed to en-
tertain or inform children primarily
would probably be deemed to be
“programs directed primarily to chit-
dren.” The status of other afternoon
programs as either aduli, family or
children directed is determinad on a
case-by-case basis,

Programs in prime time which may
attract children as part of the fctal
audience are not classified as “pro-
grams directed primarily to chit-
dren.”

The individual station or network
involved will designate the programs
subject to the Principles and In-
terpretations  within  the general
framework of the akove guidelines.
Advertisers and agencies are ad-
vised to discuss the classification of
any specific program in which a
children's commercial s to be
scheduled with the individual station
or network invelved.

Q. What is the intent of Statement of
Principle 2 which states: "Everyone
involved in the creation, production
and presentation of advertisements
to children has a responsibility to
assure that such material serves a
positive function and avoids being
explcitative of or inappropriate to a
child’s still developing cognitive
abilities and sense of values.”?

A. The intent is to underscore that
children are a special segment of
the viewing audience and that com-
mercials designed for children
should endeaver to serve the pur-
pose of informing childran about the
product advertised.

Such commercials should not use
approaches that take advantage of a
child’s impressionability or unde-
veloped judgemental abilities. Addi-
tionally, children’s commercials
should avoid portraying situations or
values that are not consonant with
generally accepted social values
and concepts of child development.

Q. Are phrases such as ‘"ask
mommy to buy,” “kids, get Product X
at the nearest supermarket,” or “kids,
why not tell your favarite uncle to get

Product Y,” acceptaple in television
advertisements?
A. No. Such phrases are considered
to be exploitative of children (Princi-
ple 3) and at odds with the specific
restrictions in Interpretation 2.
Q. May exhortative or imperative
language be used in ads designed
primarily for children?
A. Exhortative or imperative lan-
guage that urges children to obtain
the product advertised or visit a
place of business, or is used to at-
tract a child's attention, is not al-
lowed under Interpretation 3. Exam- -
ples of such language are: “Get the
toy now,” “Enjoy this fine product
today,” “Rush your name and ad-
dress to us for this free offer,” “Visit
our store tamorrow,” “See the clowns
perform in the Plaza on Saturday,”
“Hey kids, here’'s a new product,”
“Look at this demonstration.”  ©
Exhortative or imperative language
that is used in connection with (1)
directions for.using a product or (2)
informational/ecducational statements
is acceptable under Interpretation 3.
Examples of such language are:
"Wind-up the toy,” “Put the batteries
here,” “Eat a well-balanced meal,”
"Press this button and then pull the
string,” "Pour milk over the cereal,”
“Mix the packaged flour with water
and bake for 20 minutes.”
Q. May a child be shown purchas-
ing a low cost item such as one
regular package of gum? ‘
A. Depending on the age of the
child (he/she shculd be old enough
to normally have some money to
spend on his/her own), the context in
which the act is shown and the man-
ner in which it is depicted, a child
may be shown purchasing a moder-
ate amount of a low cost item.
Q. Under Statement of Principles 3
& 5, may cartoon/animated tech-
nigues be used in non-toy children’s
ads?
A. Yes, they may.  Advertisers/
agencies using such techniques are
urged to employ them as an aid in
demonstrating -the product adver-
tised. The cognitive abilities of chil-
dren must be taken into account fo .
help assure that such technigues do -
not mislead or deceive younger vig-
wers as to product attributes or
capabilities.
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Network Clipping Raises FCC Questions,
Among Them — Fraudulent Billing

Under a directive from the Television
Code Review Board, the Code Au-
thority offers a reminder to all Code
subscriber stations that “network
clipping” would comprise direct vio-
lation of Federal Communications
Commission Rules and Regulaticns.

"Network clipping,” basically, is
the failure of the licensee to fulfill its
contractual obligation to the network
{Including cccasional networks) with
which it is affiliatad by certifying that
specified network material  was
broadcast in full when there were, in
reality, canceflations or deletions.

The commission’s concern exists
regardiess of whether the “clipped”
material consists of commercials,
program content, or other material,
including but not limited to, network
identifications, credit announce-
ments or promotional material, pro-
vided by the network, and regardless
of whether "network clipping” exists
because of the licensee’s knowing
participation, its indifference, or its
failure to adequately supervise or
control its employees or agents.

"Network c¢lipping,” as viewed by
the FCC, refers only to situations in
which the network is not aware of the
“clipping” because of false certifica-
tions submiited by the afliliated sta-
tion,

With regarc to "clipping” the FCC
warns that;
1. for those cases in which the
“clipped” material contains advertis-
ing, the licensee is subject to forfeit-
ure under the fraudulent billing rule
(FCC Ruies and Regulations, Sec.
73.120858),
2. material, appearing at the end of
certain TV quiz or contest programs,
which discloses the receipt of pay-
ment for the use of merchandise on
the program is considered a com-
mercial announcement unless the
anncuncement cecmes under the
terms of the proviso clause of Sec-
tion 317(a) c¢f the Communications
Act.

“Clipping” of such material may
also rasult in forfeiture.
3. "clipping” material at the end of
programs which may also contain

the sponsor identification required
by Section 317 of the Communica-
tions Act and by Sections 73.119,
73.289 and 73.654 of the FCC Rutes,
may provide ancther basis. for the
imposition of forfeitures.
The FCC poticy on “clipping™

1. is not intended to limit the
licensee's discretion to deleie any
material that it believes to be inde-
cent, profane, obscene, in bad taste,
or otherwise contrary to the public
interest;

2. is not intended tc apply to “clip-
ping” of a few secands duration that
occasionally results from switching
or other technical problems;

3. is intended to emphasize that
such deletions or cancellations
should be accurately disclosed in
the certifications to the network;

4. points out that the licensee is not
respensible for material deleted by
the netwaork.

The Code Authority, under the
Television Code Review Board direc-
tive, advises stations that any “c¢lip-
ping” incidents brought to its atten-
tion will be relayed to the appro-
priate netwark for action,

Motion Picture Ads Reviewed by Code

During the past month the Code Authority has reviewed the broadcast
commercials for the f