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A | Captain Noah snd some of the charac‘ers on his morning cartoon show.
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Biuto hits Popeye on the head
with an  outdoard motor and
grabs Olive Uyle. She yelis, “Help,
Fopeye! Snve mel” Popeve wolfs
down a cen of spincek and
pounds Bluto through the bottom
of the boat. Bluto yells, “Help, I'm
drowning.” Glive Oyle says,

“Popove, this 15 fun” Popeye
stngs, “I'm strong b the finish, be-
cause I eats my, spinach. Im
Fopeye the soilor man!”

And so ends another socko. car
toon on Capiain Neah's morning
kid show on (hannel 6—a. cavtton
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that Captain Noah says is whola:
some entertainment for the kids
and that a guy named George { Ger:
buet says is sugar-coated mayhera.

Gerbner, the dean of the Annen-
berg Scheol of Communications af
Pem, says TV is meore Violent than”
ever with an average of 10 violent
incidents every hour during regu.
tar programming and an average
of 20 an heour during cartoons.

He says oaly one.in 100 persons
ever gets involved in violence in

.real life, but on tetevision it hap-
pens to one out of 10 persons. On -

Bulletin Phate by Saivaters €, DiMarce Jr.

l " Pean George Gerbner of Penn opposes violence in cartoons.

TV, he says, € percent of the
major characters are invelved in
viclence, compared.to a fraction of
i percent i real life. He chviously

" is not referring to my real tife,
which has- been exceeded in- vige
fance only by World War i1,

‘Opinionated Bean-Bags'

1 hashed all this out with Ger
buer and Captain Noah whose real
name is VW, Carter Merbrefer, in
separate  interviews  and  found
them at distinct odds \ulh eacn
ciher,

“Frankly,”" said Captam Noah,
“¥ don't nomstly believe that most:
ol the opinionated bean-bags I've!
read about lately really know what!
is golng on in children’s program--
ming."

Tie skipper of thc-: Magical Ark
added, “If anyone says the Road
~Runner and Popeye and the Three
Stooges are harmful to children
they'ill have to prove it to me.
Everything I have read points to
the fact that cartoon fanlasy does
not have the same effect as real
viclence, Most children and adults
realize the difference between fan.
tasy and reality, And we ought to
have fantasy in our lives.”

“The cartoons are a sugar-

coated pili,” Gerbner said, “Any--

time ynu sugar-coat the pill you
make it more effective. Children
take fantasy much more sericusly
than other programs. Fantasy is
the part of our lives that forms our
picturss of the world. When we see
reality we always can say, ‘That
happens to someone else, not 1o us.’
But fantasy happens to all people.
It's & way of sayving, “This is how
things really work.” .

Gerbner insisted be simply re.
ports the amount of violence on
television “‘the way meteorologists
report the weather” and he doesn’t
speak.out for or against it.

‘To Create Terror'

“1 didu't say there was anything

wrong with violence on television,”
he said. ‘I just said it exists now
more than ever. If you want tn
iteach childrén that they can be
mean and cruel to each other and
that's the best way to get along, go
ahead.’:

He said the ultimate purpose of
the media is to create terror. “The
basic intention of the media is to
create fear and dependence on the
media,” Ite said,

Captain Noah, meanwhile, lash-
ed out at the PTA and the Ameri-
can Medicai Association for “but-
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. iato something that's none uf
their business” and criticizing chil-
dren's TV programming.

~Ths primary purpose of children’s

Jjrograms is entertainment, not educa-

«tian,” Ceptain Noah said. “If there's a
E . . .

L

secondary purpose it’s imagination,

. The AMA and the PTA are responsible
fer removing one of the funniest car

tounts ever made from television — the
Read Runner. Those cartoons with the

“bird and the covote are funny."

However, Gerbner compared the

Road Runner carioons 1o pubiic exe.
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-cutions. “There was a time when the

funniest story was an execution, and
everyone went to watch it,”” he said,
“fhe Read Runper is cheaper and
rauch more effective at conveying vio-
lence. It entertains. The Road Runner
is full of little moral lessons. The exe-
cution had just one moral tesson.”
Gerbeer said TV “seldom varies
from its set formula. The only thing
that is more predictable than the
shows on television is the news. The

news is, of course, -tota lly' predict--

able,”
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"qur are. two kinds of fiction,”
Gerpner said, “One by drama and the
other fiction by, selection, which is’
called news. There’s no nonfictian in
that you can’t communicate the total-
ity of existence. You must be selec-
tiver"” .
That's why this entire piece of writ-
ing iis fiction. Not because 1 made it
up,,bt:t because it’s sefective. Got
Lhat‘\
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