MM&C Update from Chair Priscilla Murph

This fall the MM&C program was joined by a
new faculty member, Bell Atlantic Chair of
Telecommunications George Gerbner. Nine other
MM&C faculty continued from last year: Patricia
Bradley, Tom Gordon, John Lent, Matthew Lombard,

Michael Maynard, Priscilla Murphy, Concetta étz@
Sari Thomas, and David Womack. We Weltome

three new MM&C students in the fall: Mercedes Diaz,
Beth Kaminsky, and Amy Richards.

During the fall semester the MM&C faculty
conducted reviews for all MM&C doctoral students to
assure that they have taken or will take required
courses and are making timely progress toward com-
pletion of their degree.

We have also been working on creating and
distributing recruitment literature for all:the mass com-
munication graduate programs in the School of
Communications and Theater (SCAT), including
MM&C and the BTMM masters program.

We continue to be proud of the success of
MME&C and BTMM students and alums (for just one
example, we are increasingly well represented at
communication conferences). During the spring
semester the MM&C and BTMM facuity plan to close-
ly examine the graduate curricula in order to ensure
that we offer the best possible learning experience for
our students. As always we welcome your comments
and suggestions. '

Blitman Library: An Invaluable Tool for Communication Research

Blitman Library is probably SCAT’s best
kept secret. It specializes in materials related to
media research and scholarship, and is an invalu-
able resource for those interested in mass media
and communication.

Blitman Library not only contains an
extensive collection of scholarly journals, but also
has a good selection of recently published books
in the areas of media criticism and cuitural stud-

ies. A major reorganization process has begun at
Blitman, making the collections increasingly
accessible. Blitman also provides a quiet place to

read, study, or do research.

The Library is located on the third floor of

Annenberg Hall. Graduate students as well as

alumni are encouraged to take advantage of
Blitman’s vast resources. Call for the most up-to-
date hours of operations at (215) 204-7350.

Blitman Library is located in Annenberg Hall and is available to alumni.




Featured Faculty:
John Lent

John A. Lent, one of the [
founding members of the '
MM&C program, has been at
Temple since 1974. He taught
in the Journalism Department
between 1974 and 1995 and
then joined the BTMM
Department.

A professor since 1960,
Dr. Lent has taught at universities in the Philippines,
where he was a Fulbright Scholar; in Malaysia, where
he started the first mass communications program in
that country; and at universities and colleges in West
Virginia, Wyoming, and Wisconsin.

In addition to teaching courses such as Third
World Mass Media, Comparative Media Systems,
Comparative Broadcasting, and Mass Media and
Society, he recently added a new title to Temple's
course list: Comic Art and Animation.

Professor Lent began studying comics in
1963-1964 when he conducted a readership/causal
relationship analysis of fourth graders in Syracuse,
New York. Over the years, he has pursued cartoon-
ing, studying comic books as part of a larger mass
communications project in the Philippines in 1964-
1965, and presenting the featured address at the first
comic art exhibition in Malaysia in 1973. In 1984 he
founded the comic art working group within the
International Association for Mass Communication
Research (IAMCR), and in 1986 he compiled the first
international comic art bibliography published in the
United States.

Dr. Lent also has been chair of the Asian
Cinema Studies Society, editor of its twice yearly
journal, Asian Cinema, associate editor of Asian
Thought and Society, and comics and Third World
editor of Communication Booknotes Quarterly. And
he has been managing editor of WittyWorld
International Cartoon Magazine since its inauguration
in 1987. The author or editor of 50 books and mono-
graphs and hundreds of articles, he also serves on
the editorial boards of Comics Journal, Studies of
Latin American Popular Culture, and many more peri-
odicals. ‘

His latest efforts are Pulp Demons (forthcom-
ing, Fairleigh Dickenson University Press}, and
Illustrating Asia (forthcoming, Curzon Press).
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MM&C GRADUATES (MAY - NOVEMBER 1997)

STUDENT TITLE ADVISOR
Kathleen Shawn "Personal Competencies and their Relationship To Sari Thomas
O'Dowd Mediated Interpersonal Enactments”

MM&C STUDENTS ADVANCED TO CANDIDACY

(MAY - NOVEMBER 1997)

John O'Leary "The Rockford Files: Crowded Textual Space” Paul Swann

Jodi Linder "Defining Sensationalism in Television News" Matthew Lombard
Daiwon Hyun "U).S. Policy and its Implications in the Global John A. Lent

Telecommunications Market"

Christine Kelly "Social Issue Messages in Fictional Prime Time Television Matthew Lombard
as Educational Entertainment"

Selcan Kaynak "Scholarship in the News: An Epistemological Examination Sari Thomas
of Public Discourse About Controversial Research”

BTMM MASTERS GRADUATES (MAY - NOVEMBER 1997)

Yi-Hsuan Fang Monsinee Keeratikrainon Hong-Chi Shiau
Michael Harney Nandini Sen Gina Steward
Denise Hili Mei-Lin Shan Mitchell Weinraub

* courses and schedules; stu-

MMC Electronic Listserv for MM&C/BTMM Students, Faculty and Alumni

To learn about events and
issues relevant to the MM&C
and BTMM community and
stay in touch with fellow stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni/ae,
subscribe to the MMC listserv,
an e-mail forum to distribute
news and discuss trends in
media and education; calls for
papers; funding and research
opportunities; MM&C/BTMM

dent, faculty, and alumni/ae
activities; social events; and
much more. For more informa-
tion and/or a free subscription,
send your name and e-mail
address to lombard@vm.
temple.edu or call (215) 204-
7182.




More Resources for MM&C/BTMM
Students, Faculty and Alums: The
MM&C Information Bank

The MM&C information Bank is a collection of information
available specifically to members of the MM&C/BTMM
community. Located in three file cabinet drawers near the
BTMM faculty offices on the second floor of Annenberg
Hall, the growing collection includes:

* Promotional materials from publishers for the latest
books, textbooks and journals in a variety of areas of
communication

* Information, membership applications, and member-
ship directories for many professional communication
organizations

* Several useful books and handbooks about the dis-
sertation and publishing processes

- Books and brochures regarding the academic job
search, including workbooks for writing curricula vitae
and cover letters, a sample listing of questions asked
in job interviews, and criteria for evaluating academic
jobs

» A variety of computer and media-related merchandise
catalogs

« and listings of local colleges and universities with
communication programs.

Additional information about academic positions is avail-
able in the BTMM Department office (Annenberg 6), the
SCAT Graduate Office {Annenberg 344) and on the MMC
listserv (see page 3).

Please send information for the next issue of The Monitor
to the address below. We're especially interested in hear-
ing from MM&C and BTMM alumni/ae.

The Monitor

c/o Matthew Lombard

Annenberg Hall (011-00)

Temple University

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19122
e-mail: lombard@vm.temple.edu




