
Urban Fear 
No Way -to Live 
I're been taking sporadic notes on the lengths to which 

urban people go these da}~s in order to protect theniselves 
in public. 

One woman. once mugged, will no iongev leave the bus 
at her stop if there are young me11 standing at the corner. 
She will instead ride a few blocl<s out of her may and wait 
for a ciear sidewalk. 

A man will not enter an elevator if he suspects another 
passenger of potential menace. The man will remain in 
the lobby until a seemingly safe car opens its doors. 

Many people have decided to avoid underground park- 
ing lots unless they have campanions. They rvouid rather 
drive and x-all< farther and park in a skeet-level space. 

A former police executii-e alrvays varies his route home 
and to the office. His knowledge of kidnap-robber tecn- 
niques convinces him that candidates for. ransom z e  stu- 
died in advance and one good way of alroiding trouble is 
finding new ways to come and go, cha~~ging times as well 
as courses, 

Plaslllight Signals 
A hisband and wife have devised a flashlight code be- 

tween tihem, in which she signais him, from street to 
hon~e, to indicate whether the neighborhood coast is clear. 

I 're even met a couple of people who case their own 
banks before entering; if they don't like the iooks of ali 
the patrons inside, they wait until the suapeca have com- 
pleted their business and left. 

So we have cityfoI!i who mai:c elaborate detours if 
tiiere are peppie present rvlhom they mistrust. And me 
have other cityfoik who rvon't go anywhere uitiess, there 
are other people arouiid to suggest protection ill n;;nibn.s. 

The architecture of security is a strallge practice. Some 
of its obvious design solutions are aiarm systems and 
locks and dogs and uniformed guards and noimnifo~ed 
patrols and television monitors and old-fashioned fences. 
One of the newer techniques is a two-way lock that con- 
futes a criminal's exit even if the criminal has gai;diued ilk- 
gal entry: The lock that failed to keep the burglar out is 
different from the lock that may hold him in at the same 

! door. 
A. Strange Practice 

A man who sells security devices called recently to sug- 
gest that many of the systems are worthless-or danger-, 
ous in their own right. Robbery is one way to steal, he 
said. Cheating people by selling them a false sense of se- 
curity, is another. He rvould have the police or a public 
agency evaluate security systems toprotect the public 
from buyiilg poor protection. 

Thc forccs of mental health are studying victimology or 
victimization. Just the other day a reprrt came out of the 
Amenberg School of Communications at the Cniversity 
of Pelhnsyivania tying together fear and television watch- 
ing. "Heavy TV viewe 
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Continuedfr.6.% First Page ! 
_Gegbnerner '.'are more-lilrelyto-be af;pd. They ask for more 
urotection from authorities!' 
h. Gerbner's quote is slightly ambiguous, sug'ge$ting 

the authorities ma be the menacc Bur I th~n); we all un- 
de r sm~e- t e  fright. Ilcavv new- 
ers in the Gerbner surbey tended t; estiiak their 
cbancesof becoming victims in much shorter odds than 
pebple who shy away from the tube. A majority of televi- 
sion addicts summarized their attitudes toward human 
trust as. "can't. be t& careful" while less than half the 
somelime watchers shartd that dour perspective. 
.# ., 
:,This is yet another argument that TV violence breeds 

f~ar'among TV viewers. But there's also irony at the end 
of,.,.the tube: -The people who may stay home most and 
.@e .$heir.world through a channel are most worried 
about what the real outside is like. The people who watch 
k s - & ~ d  presumably do more-are less fearful. 

is indeed is much a state of mihd as acoat of 
q o r  or a fortress design. 
;IFw is, finally, inconvenient.1n the most literal sense, 
fear takes time and energy and the creation of cumber- 
some habits. 

F e  former police official says the cautions are worth 
it; once new adjustments have been made and new prac- 
tices~adopted, then a sense of security replaces any fear 
and life can be enjoyed again. 
:-Perhaps. Perhaps many of the people who move to the 
far corners of ewrbia are using distance as a security sys- 
tem. They find it easier to believe they've remavedthem- 
elves &om the urban problem instead of installing bars 

alarms to barricade themselves against the urban 
problem. They accept the inconvenience of miles for the 
reassurance of remoteness. ~. 

Important people go out of their way because they eon- 
&6er tliemselves chosen targets. Unimportant people go 
out of their way because they consider themselves de- 
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.: :. By John Carmod broadcasts after 3 p.m. IIe doean'rl "quarrel with t h ~  in. sources" t o  produce a pic- 

- .. u . concluded that tbc ovarall t e g r i t ~  Of the CBS Survey." t u ~ e  of "the land, the history, 
3, :CBS has 
-indicating that violence on : m i n e d  con3tant. 
:.prime.time TV this past sea. ; On April 1. CE5 at!aci<ed different fl-om his that  "only CFB announcement. 

after a few years pan any .  - :soh dropped 21 per cFnt on :.. =--- . .~ . 
.all three networks-and 36 : body judpe what the trends CBS has announced snme ! 
:per cent on CBS itself. . ; . Broadcast Notea are  in css own s u ~ e y  of its summer replacement. / - sjey of 13 different weeks - terms.'' .,. . shows and the accent is on 
.:.The study, based on a snr. : the "so.call?d Gerhner In. Gerbner pointed out that. m,lsical variety comedy. 'anring the 1975.76 seaaon. i dex" as.':fallacious." deslrit.? the CBS stndp doesn't in- 
%. 

..@so suggests that the aver- t!~e fact that the rnmm~rniez clude '.ca~.taon violence" Ieaturing "goun2 gllest per. 
:age number of violent inci.' tious expert had creditsd and  tended to count as a f0rPJers" (read unknowns), 
-dents on network '.family- thp network wi:h a drop in 'aingle violent incident" all.hoping to be network re- 

.:hdur" shows (before 9 p.m.), violence. This meek's remori: what lie calls "continuing" placement~ later next sea. 
-dropped to 11 per cent of : is reggrdedin the industry scenes that under his ru!ea EO'l. . .. th'e overall prime-time total. : as a rebuttal of Gerbner's would add up to more iaci-. Amongthe big name sterg . - :. The C B S  study results study. den&. who will have shows featur. 
1~61itrapt with those in a r e  : Since 1973. CBF has is- - . . ing "young 211e.ct perform- 

: 'part hy_pPriGeCrge Gerbner : sued an annual stlldv Of two wnrman Lear is research- ers" are Dinah Shore. The 
: ~ . f ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ y ~ r s ~ t y  of  pen!^. .weeks of prime time. This in: a series called "portrait lackson Five, Diahann Car. 
:sslga Issued earher tills yeor. the Fmvov u.35 i n -  of America" which could re- roll, Frankie Avalou and 
a o n t h .  . . creased to 13 weeks. in part slllt in six to 10 shows for Johnny Cash. 
p- Gerbner's annual one. because the network b e  public TV. perhaps by 1977. in .A.u?uzt the net. 
%rek study of network TV lieves its smaller l a m ~ l e .  in The top commercial 'IV work will t w o u t  a situation 
'this year showed a decline - omitting heavy special producer i s  working uncle?' a comedy, called "Ivan the 
Gi family-hour violence hut weeks, gave an unbalanced development contract with Terrible" featuring LO[, Ja. 
>oted zi sharp increase. in vi- . picture of rar l lar  prime. the Corpol-atioa for Public cobi a s  the head of a family 
-olence in  children's' week-. . t i n e  programminl. I Groadcasting. "Portraif' will of nine in Xoscow- and 
$II~ programming and on : Gerbner said .Friday he rely on "many literary they don't mean Idaho. . . 
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Are We Vict inzs ' 
Of Our Own Kiolence? 

By Tom S h d a  
Thb b not exactly onolhrr story about 

violence on teiwklon. It is not about the t n -  
dltbnal hazards of TV vlolence-fhat people 
who see violent acts on TV will dupllcate 
them in real life. or that children exposed to 
too much violent television wlll become more 
surly and aggressive than Lc normal and 
healthy. These are nrll real and present don. 
gets to many people, but now some new dan- 
gers have been dkovered that make the oth- 
ers look nearly puny. 

A new school of thought about televulon 
vlolence has emerged, and it tells us we may 
not have been worrying as much as we 
should have. 

It says that people who watch televbion 
heav~iy are not so much potentlrlly a g g w  
slve vlewers as they are uowttrng vict~ms- 
they see themselves portrcyed as vlctlns on 
the screen, and they become the victlms of 
relevsion's distorted, abrasive p~cture of viol- 
ence in contemponry l~fe.  Their perceptions 
about the world are betng shaped in such a 

. way as to make them conceivably more com. 
nliant. more n1alle3ble. more howless and 
morefearti;~ 

"Vlolence has lone been used as a woular 
h u e  generating v& llttle lkht  and'very 
much heat." s a p  Dr. Gmrge Gerbner, dean 
of the Amenberg Scbool of Communicauons 
at the ~n lven i ty  of Peonsylvan~a and pr- 
ham the natlbn's leadlna authority on televi. 
slon violence. Television bas grown up a1. 
most lmperceptlbly around us until we flnd 
ourselves in a dlfferent society, culturally 
and symhollcally. 

"A frw years ago we became aware of our 
; physical environment-pollution and ecol* 

' gy. When we become aware of such problems 
we can tackle them Now we need a new klnd 
of attention to the manufacturing of a sym- 
b o l ~ ~  env~ronmeot. the television environ- 
ment If we remaln unaware of it. the cons*. 
quenca could be surprising and potentially 
catastrophic." 

Gerboers m n e e m  evolve from the Vlol- 
ence Proflle he and Dr. Larry Gross have 

.. worked on far the pzn nlne years at the ,411. 
nenberg School. The latest profile. released 
early last month. showed that the level of . 
vlolence on televlslon has not decreased but 
in fact "remained conslant" even with the in. 
stltut~on of the socrlled Family Hour in 
prime tlme. CBS promptly attacked the re- 
sults as invalid--even though the study had 
called It the le& violent Pf the n e t w o r k  
and last week came out wlth its own study. 
which not surprisingly claimed that "incl- 
dents of dnmatlc v~olence decllncd by 24 per 

rent thb -n, on W three networls com- 
bined, and by 36 per cent on the CBS TdevI- 
sion ~ e t w o r k "  - 

Cerhner wyl in nspol~e to that lndwlry 
self-study that the dlfferenee lo findlnas n- 
sulu from a difference in definitions. "'rleir 
definit~on of vlolence diffen Ln important re- 
spects from ours. They quallfy Ylolence'.by 
'intent~onal' and 'ser~ous' types and limtt 
thelr study to pr~me'time. Their deflnltlon or 
a 'v~olent incident' differs from ours as welL 
They chose last seuon as thelr basis for corn 
parlson. but that season was unusually h~gh  
In violence, so naturally one sees s decl~ne lor 
thk seuon. 

"These are matters of judgment. hut their 
deflnltion w u  obviously calculated to come 
up with a lowercounl." 

Counting fallen bodla Lc not Gerhner's 
chief interest now, however. The most fascl- 
nating parts of hu  h t a  Violence Profile are 
those dealing with. the psychological effecu 
of teievls~on on the "heavy v~ewer." The 
heavy v ~ e ~ e r  may he the typlcal one: Gerb 
ner def~ncs heavy vlewer as anyone who 
watches four houn or more of teievislon a 
day flight vtewers. 2 houn or lessl. but accord- 
ing to the latest figures (for 19751 from the 
A.C. Niehen rallngs servlce. the average 
American television set is on for six houn 
and elght mlnutes each day. 

Statlrtia from the same m u m  show that 
there are 69.6 million Amerlcan howholds 
with "at least one" tclwlslon set 190 mllll0n of 
those have two or more KU) and that televi- 
slon has achfevcd an incredible 97 per cent 
sirturationof Amerlcan homes. 

No medium in the h~story of clvlltutloll 
can qua1 televismn's pervasiveness. 

In the study, heavy vtewen were found to 
"slgnlflcantly overestimate violence and dm- 
Rer in the world." Fifty-n~ne per cent of them 
overenlmated the pontbllity of personal viol- 
ence being done to them lbased on compari- 
sons with the actual crlmc rater, wb~le only 39 
p r  cent of the light viewers made the wme 
pessimntlc miscalculation. Heavy vlewrrs 
have a 'helghtcned sznse of fear and mls 
trust" u reflected in thew mstven to qucs- 
lions about "their own p n o n a l  safety. about 
crime and law enforcement, and about trust 
in other people." 

The efrccecu were erpcelrUy sbikiog in what 
Gerbner calls ' m e  TelevWon Generation.' 
those people under 30 who have been e k  
posed to televtslon durlng thew entire 111s 
tunes-who have never known llfe without IL. 
Even though this group tends to be better ed. 

See VIOLENCE. GI. Cd. I 
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ucned than previow generatlous and 
older viewern Gvbner savs. the tremen- 
dous predominance of tel;vhton in thev 
h e r  tends to olfset other cultural frcton 
and most dramatically affects their view 
01 the worldaround them. 

- .  

:.ln M a i c l e  lor the April h e  of Pay-. 
..&ology Today, Gerbner and Gross take 
sdme of their sutisticr further in order to 
,sketch a rather dismaying portrait of. 
American television viewers and what 
they see. 
. More t u  half of the characters a 
'viewer sees on prime time n e t w r k  TV 
are "involved in some violence, about one 
tenth in killlne." thev write. 'To control 
this mayhem, &e f o r k  of law and order 

'dominate erlme time. Among those TV 
males wlth-identlflable occupations, about 
20 per. cent are engaged in law enforce- 
ment. In the real world, the proportion 
r u n s l m  than 1 per cent." 

It may not be the crlmlnab who are the 
danaer on televlslon so much as It ls the 
criniefightersmd the profuston of them. I 

What televLtlon ls surrept~tiously teach. 
lag viewers. through its endless cavalcade 
of-cop and'detectve shows and In some ' 
other program lorms as well. Is to accept 
and  play the role of vlctlm. Gerhner and 
Gross wrlte. "Instead of worrylng only 
about whether television vlolence causes 
indlvldual dlsplays of aggrerslon In the 
real world, we should also he concerned 
about the wav such svmbolic vlolence in. 
fluences o u r  assumptions about soc~al 
reallty. Acceptance of vlolence and pacslv. 
ity In-the laee of injustice may beconse. 

'quences of far greater social concern than 
occasional d~rplays of individual aggres 
sion." 



The authors conclude wlth a reference 
to BLg Brotherism through televis~on: 
'Tba exaggerated sense of risk and h e  
curity may lead to increasing demands for 
m o t d o n .  and to lncreaslna Drerrsure for 
iheuse of force by the estabilhed author- 
ity. Instead of threatening the soclal or- 
der, television may have G o m e  our chief 
instrument for social control." 

"Soclal control"? By whom? Gerbner 
was asked thls week if he'd ever seen the 
movle version of Ray Bradbu- 
ry'CFahrenheit 451." He said he was fa- 
mU~ar wlth the story. In this conjecture 
about the future, each home is equipped 
with a wall-size television screen that 
serves as a conditionine and socializina 
devlce. It helps make suie that everyo& 
is obedient and everyone is the same. 11s 
purpose is control through the encourage 
ment of conformit)., complacency and 
contentment. 

Does that sound pretty f a r a t  to Gerb- 
ner! "No." he says, "It's not far+ut at all." 
Does he believe government control of 

the media is possible? 'There are differ- 
Ing definltlons of 'government,'" he r e  
plies. 'There are large cowrations with a 
scope and budget larger than some state 
governments. There are differing ways to 
be governed." 

What television is. doing is not new, 
Cerbner mys. The effectiveness with 
whlch it do& if though, is unheard of. 

"Story.telllng has always been a means 
of soctal control. Falw tales that oarenu 
told children were Gary, and s4ry for 
that very purpose--to establish the ac- 
cepted codes of behavlor ahd control 
them. Preindustrial religions were all 
fear-provoking, designed to show where 
the authority in life is and what wlll hap  
pen it one ts disobedient. Fear is a power- 
ful means of social control. TV inherlted 
thh W c a l  cultural process of settlng 
the norms of behavior for socletv throueh 
story-teulng. What is unprec&ented-is 
the scope wiO whlch it does it. Televisbn 



: h a s  become a part of the environment to 
which everyone is exposed. Its stories 
have become the most common models 
for society. It's. like an old-time pre-ind-: 
ustrial religion coming. up in technologi- 
cal form -preaching, teaching, and telling 
stories, from the cradle to the grave. 

"This is a totally new cultural phenomo-; 
non." . . .  

Most.people watch television "nonielec- ~ 

tively," says Gerbner. Television is just 
"on." ,It is just 'there!' Relatively few 
viewers do conscientious program-plan- 
ning..In this, as in impact, television dif- 
f e r s  radically from literature and the 
movies. 

Victimization is one of the "lessons that 
television teaches." and here certain pat- 
terns emerge in the Annenberg study. It 

.shows that there were two maIe killers for 
every male killed in network prime time 
but only one female killer for every fem- 
ale killed. Women are more commonly 

''The Anneaberg study 
shows that there were two 
male killers for every mule 

killed in network prime - 

time but only on& f ew& 
' ' killerfofol. every f e m b  

killed..": . . . . 



the victlm and viewers see more women 
than men in the  victim role. The most 
likely males to be victims were old, mar- 
ried, lower class, foreign, and/or non- 
white characters.Old, wor ,  and black 
women were depicted 6nly as the  killed 
and never as the killers, thestudy found. 

This kind of nattern, the rewrt .con-  
cludes. "demomirates an invldlous mut 
socially functlonalJ sense of risk and pow 
er. W E  do not vet know whether it-also 
cultivates a co;responding hierarchy of 
fear and aggression. But we do have evld. 
ence that television viewing cultivates a 
general sense of danger and mistrust." 

The study takes into account only what 
it identifies as acts of violence in  rime- 
tlme network televlsion. The worklrie def 
~nltlon of a violent act 1s "the overt ex 
pression of physical force agalnst other or 
self, compelling action against one's will 
on pain of being hurt or killed, or actually 
hurting or killing." That definition does 
not encompass the  raucous insults on 
"Welcome Back. Kotter." the furious and 
frequent shouting matches between Ar. 
chie and Meathead on "All in the Family" 
and between hfaude and Walter on 
"Maude." It does not include the screanls 
and convulsions of gameSh0w wlnners 
nor the harsh directives of hardsell corn. 
mercials. 

Nor does the report attempt to conslder 
the effect of television violence, and its 
frequency, on other media. Movies have 
become far more violent since television 
became dominant. They are compelling tu 
try to "outdo" television. Several reck- 
lessly violent film genres have appeared 
within the last decade alone, including 
the dismemberment film 0"xas Chain- 
saw MaSSacre.""SnufI"). the devilcult 
thriller ("Bevond the  Door." "Abbv"). the 
kidson-the-Fun killing spree ?'tiloha 
Bobby and Rose," "Bobby Jo and the Out- 
law") the  kung Iu bash ("Bloody Fists." 
"The Killing Machine") and the urban&- 
ented black action film ("Slauehter." 
"Black Gestapo"). In popular cultur;'more 



recently, there has been w~de  discussion 
and exploitation of sado-masochism as a 
sexual alternative. It would, of course, be 
unjustified to attribute such things solely 
to the effects of television, but it would 
benaive not to consider the possibility of 
some correlation. 

The networks say they are cutting down 
on violence. But not bv much. In fact. the 
number of crime shobs on the air when 
the new season begins in the fall will be 
down only four (16 as opposed to 20) from 
the season that just ended. Among the 
programs announced for fall are "Most 
Wanted," a cop show starring Robert 
Stack on ABC, "Delvecehio," a cop show 
starring Judd Mjrsch on CBS, and "Serpi- 
co:' a cop showistarring David Birney on 
NBC. ABC is moving its ultra-violent 
"Starsky and Hutch" from a 10 p.m. 
Wednesday slot to 9 p.m. Saturdays. There 
it wili be aceess~ble to many more child- 
ren than iVis now. 

The format for cop shows is rigorously 
strict-violent crimes are committed and, 
more often than not, the perpetrators 
meet violent ends. It has been so since the 
earliest days of television. The symbols of 
authority ate almost unerringly success- 
ful and largely unblemished. The cop is 
the dominant authority figure on televi- 
sion and he (sometimes. thouah rarely, 
she1 is always victorious. Theui!ly ngw 
wrinkle in this ritual is prob;~bly a result 
rrf the Watereate scandals: now "tho feds" 
are~iometirnis referred io in  pejorative 
terms and oecasionaliy depicted as bun 
glers or clods. The cop authority stands 
unchallenged; violence is neat and slickly 
packaged. 



Such are the  Dronranls affectine the 
perceptions of \ t e w & .  Not all TV chows 
a re  vtolent, and not all retnfotce thts at11 
tude, but on primetime network televi- 
sion, violence is fairly inescapable. It will 

.not be much more escapable next season 

Concern over the immediate and more 
easily identifiable effects of television 
violence has hardly died. But a t  the  mo. 
ment. no connressional hearines are 
scheduled on lhLsublect. tn splteo'i Cerb 
npr's ~ r o f t l e  and such other recent studtec 
as one by Lieberman Research, 1nc.-li- 
nanced by ABC - which found that "un- 
der certain conditions and d e ~ e n d i n e  or] 
I!).. types of Ylolence portrayed. espdsurc 
io ttlevlsed vtolentc IS capable oi produt 
ing increased inclination~to\\.ardsag~res- 
sion in children " 

Most prev~ous studies in this area s a ~ d  
violence could only encourage a:gression 
in children who already have aggressive 
tendencies. 

Hcp Ltonel 1 i n  Veerllt~ 'D L'ali' 0. na\!l\ 
t4ectr.d chalrmbn of the llouse Communl 
cations Subcommittee, said this week he 
would like to hold hearings on violence 
hut that timc is short. He will try to schcd 
ule such hearings, which would also cover 
the Family Hour, during the summer, per- 
haDS between con\.entions, he  said, with 
an.eye toward "possible legislation." 

But Gerbner says he  hopes to visit with 
\Jan Deerlin and advocates deeDeI look at 
the effects of ~iolence,  deepe; than the 
kind llrat has by nu\\ become virtually an 
annual tradition. Geibner wants to \rpork 
with the networks, he insists, and not 
against them, in beuer defining the psy- 
chological effects of heavy television 
viewing and repeated exposure to te!e- 
vised violence. "I would like the hearings 
to go in a more positive direction titall 
previously." he says. 

hlaybe his findings and the speculattons 
that grow out of them sound a little like 
science fiction. But Cerbner and his asso- 
ciates have been studying violence for 
nearly a decade. The subject of victimiza- 
tion has come up before-in other studies 
he  has done. These, along with many 



other studies, are listed m the landmark 
Rand Corporation collection, "Television 
and Human Behavior. The Key Studies," 
edited by George Comstock and pubiished 
one year ago. 

Some 450 separate studies are summa- 
rized in the hook, and together they help 
paint a composite of the television viewer. 
The idea that violent television 9nta 
nizes aggressive tendencies is strong1 
confirmed in more than one of the r 
ports. 

There are other provocative findi 
among them those in studies of Amer~canf 
viewmg habits by J.P. Robinson in 1969 
and 1971. Robinson found that "American 
adults spend about 28 per cent of all lei. 
sure time watching television as a pri- 
mary 'activity"- television thus getting 
the largest single chunk. The study also 
found that "more than half of the adult 
population did not watch a single national 
television news program in a two-week pe- 
nod." Thus television viewers get the 11- 
on's share of their ideas about the world 
around them from entertainment, prime- 
time television; Nielsen estimates that 40 
per cent of all television viewing by those 
over age 5 is done in prime time. 

There are those who believe that the 
era of monoiithic network dorninatiion of 
television is near an end and that a 
greater number of program choices will 
alter the effects of television viewing in 



"In the study, heauy view- 
ers were found to 'signifi- 
cantly ocerestimate viol- 
ence and danger in the 

world." 

years ahead. It is also believed by some 
that the ~ r o w r l i o n  of leisure time spent 
viewing iele~islon wi l l  not increase a i r h e  
amount of leisure time grous. that a peak 
has been reached. 

There are  others \\,no think differently. 
And when you start combining the dis- 
comforting implications of Gerbner's Viol- 
ence Profile-its porlrail of the vicwer-as- 
victim. as Dassioe. fearful, law-and-order 
r c r l ~ s c  Gith such forctsts of t ~ c h n o l o i ~ .  
ral evolution as tl~o?a made rccently by 
rnrdia expert and Colunibi:~ University 
professor Eric Earnocw, the creepiest fan- 
tasies of sci-fi writem start soi~nding all 
the more plausil;le, and 10- starts lookin&! 
all the nearer. 

In a copyrighted interview with U.S. 
Neus and World Report. Barnouu looktd 
ahead with dismay- 

"The  viewer...^^ becoming more and 
more isolated. Tomorrow, he won't have 
to go to the po1lir.g place any more. He'll 
be able to rote by pushing buttons. He 
doesn't have to attend class; he can take 
the course from home. In doing this, he 
can he tested and graded by computer. 
The result is that people are  getting out of 
touch with humnnity. Everything is pre. 
tended particiaption. 

"Lord Acton said. 'Power tends to cor- 
rup t  abso!ute power corrupts absolutely ' 
Somebody has adapted that to say, 'Pow- 
er:ersncss corrupts. and absolute powcr- 
i r s ~ n ~ s s  rorrllpts ahsoiutely.' 

"I think it's quite likely that our com- 
munities of the future, under the influ- 
ence of television and the wired city, will 
have a lot of psychological problems-a 
malaise that will prose dangerous in the 
long run." 

"hlalaise" may be putting it nlildly. 



< 

, Q The 'pio 
By sander ~ananocur to do SO, they a 

Bill D. Moyers decided this week 
that now is the time to come to the aid 
of network documentaries. His deci- 
sion tb sign with CBS News to anchor 
"CES Reports," after turning down at. - - ~  '' . .--- 
tractive offers from AEC and NBC, ' Te]&i&'bn , \ .  '. 
suggests that both he  and his new em- ---- 
player think. there is still same life in ~elevi&on documentaries t'end'to 
the television documentary. deal in facts and issues. There's ample 

The evidence, if you lool; at the rat- evidence around these days tosupport 
ings, is against them: the fact of the ' 

matter is television. documentaries, very .tur 
with few execeptions, do poorly. 

, Perhaps filoyers and "CBS Reports" 
can change that ratings situation. B u t  understand). Like the evening news or, for that 

Source & Date
Washington Post, May 2, 1976
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, .  . 
' matter, news papers, and news ople who present .us with a Reports'! have a great opporfuriity f81 
, zines, documentiries shy a ry honestly believe they rescue the televisibp documentar$? 

e presenting an ordered view of real- from its present doldrums. ,That :$I1 i 
scriptures of fairness and involveadmittingJhat fact ii often fib:' 
usuallv inclide. them to- tion. and fiction can often he fac t .hd . .  

~ ~~ 

novels, plays, xovles-especially wheh ward giving us nothing more than a to do so will take a certain amount of 
adapted for television-have this ca- disordered view of disorder. courage, a willingnas to depart froni 
pacity to move us in a way documenta- That may be one reason why view. "if, on the other hand" journalism. 
iies seldom do. ers are favoring dramatic mterpreta- They will be criticized by those who 

Documentaries are nut before 11% tions of events over documentaries. will cha'ree them wlth de~ar t ine  Prom ~ - ~ r ~ ~ -  ~ - - ~ - -  -- .....- ~. ~ ~ ~ ~~~~ - -~ ~~~ . with the same intent as Sgt. Friday, . Given how little anJr'0f.u~ journalists the convintional journalktic norm of. 
saying, "Just giveme the facts, man." really knowsahout the events we are not taking a positi0n:Buf there a r d .  
But what are the Eacts?.They are an in- reporting, who is to stay which version - precedents-person and progdam-~. 
dlvidual's wav of orderme ivhat he  or --the dramatical or the socalled fac- from which they can take heart. The 
she perceives to be the-reality of a tual-is the more truthful? person's name was Edward R. Xurrow;, 
a~vensituation. Yoyers and his colleagues at "CBS the program was "See It Now." 
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I I Pornography, Violence, Greed: 

I~rnerican Socie y Seen Mired in Swamps of Filth 
is the third of an 

series on America's 
one focusing on 

I By CEIARLmE SATKOWSKI 

I - 

The Christian Science Monitor 
News Service Cowright 1976 

Th*Chrisnen science Publlshiw Society 

At the University of Penn- 
sylvania recently some 200 
communications students piled 
into an auditorium to wabch - 

4 show on the desensitization 
cjE America. 
' The presentation, put on by 
t ~ e  J. Waller I'io!npson ad- 

'vertising firm with the help 
laf slides, film clips, and a 
running commentary, was a 
shocking and mind-numbing 
capsule of media history. 

!pe communications media 
have gradually escalated the 
level of sex titillation, bizarre 
violence, and greedy commer- 
cialism until they now reek 
of hucksterism and human 
degradation. Americans, it 
seems, live in a world of 
erotic soap operas, disaster 
films, pornographic maga- 
zines, sexually explicit novels, 
mind-pounding rock music, 
midnight shows, and dirty 
humor. 

Even the national maga- 

zines and newspapers today 
permit barrauis language not 
allowed 20 years ago. 

The J. Walter Thompson 
Company, ihe largest ad- 
vertisinlg firm in the world, 
put together its presentation 
in order to convince prospec- 
tive clients as well as media 
students and industry ex- 
ecutives that the time has 
come to reach for a social 
goal higher than mere profit. 

"ISensation has been pled 

on sensation to capture a jad- 
qd public," Arnold Grisman, 
executive vice-president of the 
$rm, told the students. 
, "Today's violence is tomor- 
?ow's ho-hum. In area after 
Crea we are losing our 
capacity for feeling and we 
are badly id need of a reap- 
raisal. It is time to cool it, 
o resensit~ze ourselves." P 

I The extent of the impact 
hooks, films, and other 

hommunications media on the 

nation's morals is a matter 
of controversy - "the parents 
leave a vacuum and then 
blame TV," says one expert. 
But whether the media 
influence or simply reinforce 
people's moral attitudes and 
behavior, they are coming un- 
der increased attack. 

"One could watch television 
all week and never learn that 
the strongest associations in 
our country are religiauq," 
says Dr. Neuhaus. 

Can't Fight It 
"Communities cannot ef- 

fectively fight pornography 
because the Supreme Court 
has decided that artistic ex- 
pression is free speech, and 
all the porno writers need do 
is write in a little social 
issue." laments ethiclst Paul 
Rarnsey of P r i n c e t o n  

University. 
"Given today's libel laws 

and obscenity statutes, how 
can a community set stan- 
dards? And the ratings on mo- 
vies are an invitation to 
come! " 

While co~nmunication takes 
place through a variety of me- 
dia, including books, press, 
and films, television invites 
the (most comment because it 
has had by far the largest 
imMct. It is the medium 
which, given only a few net- 
works, affords the smallest 
choice and is the most 
engrossinag. 

Arthur Berger points out in 
his book "The TV-Guided 
American" that by the time 
an average child reaches 18 
\ears of age he has seen 

Continued on Page 2 2 4 o l u n t n  6 



' Pornography, Violence, Greed: 

America Seen Mired 
In Swamps of 

-- 
* ~ o n t z u n i d  

about 2 2 , ~  haurs of T,V pro- 
gramming and 600,000 com- 
mercials totaling some three 
years of his life. 

Commenting on the power 
of the electronic media, Neil 
Postman, a professor of com- 
munications at New York 
University and author of "The 
Soft 'Revolution,"' notes that 
they have tended to under- 
m i n e  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
"hierarchical structures" be- 
cause the people at the bottom 
now have equal access to in- 
formation and therefore can 
challenge their institutions - 
schools, churches, business, 
government. 

Took Over Qassrooms 
Because of the diffusion and 

"democratization" of informa- 
tion, he points out, callege stu- 
dents in the 1960s took over 
classrooms, parish priests 
'began instructing the Pope in 
the way. of Xed- 4 ma, 
the last two presidents of the 
United States were forced to 
step down, and the authority 
of the CIA, FBI, and other 
groups has been questioned. 

"Television has destroyed 
the res~onsibility of institu- 
tions," he says. 

"It goes into com~etiton 
with the school for the atten- 
t~on and respect of the stu- 
dents. It also helps erode the 
integrity of the family be- 
came it presents different o p  
tIons for children" - portray- 
ing, for example, youngsters 
who use guns or take drugs. 

"Even not wanting to excel 
has to do with the electronic 
media," he adds. "In the past 
a percon became well-known 
or admired because of his 
quality as an individual. TO- 
day it is by fact of his being 
in the media, on the 'Mike 
Douglas Show.' _ - _ - -  



Undermines Work Ethic 
"That undermines the work 

ethic - for it says in effect 
that it does not make any 
difference what you do. It is 
also an implicit rejection of 
language and does little to 
promote respect for intellec- 
tual work." 

This is not to indict the 
whole of c o m m e r c i a l  
television. No one denies that 
the three major networks pro- 

--+ide same wblesome fare, 
f r c , ~  sheer entertaiarnnnt I? 

,-.AWLS and-fMbk-affairs pro- 
grams. 

Television as a w i ~ o ~ e  is 
seen to have produced con- 
siderable sscial benefit - giv- 
ing, whites in the South a bet- 
ter image of blacks, for 
instance. and Christians a bet- 
ter image @ Jews. 

But the worst programs - 
the soap operas, game snows, 
sex-and-adventure stories - 
fall precisely in those hours 
when they can reach the 
largest audiences. And many 
critics now ask: is that a 
"public service"? 

Industry Defensive 
To the charge that it is 

a purveyor of immorality, the 
commercial-television indus- 
try is defensive. Princely 

L 



sums are spent proving that 
TV viewing has not led to 
increased drug taking and 
that delinquency and violence 
are barn in the home and 
not on t.he tube. 

"Television only reinforces 
young people's ideas," says 
Paul Klein, who recently 
relurned to NBC as vice- 
president for network market- 
ing and prqgammirl~g. 

"The media are folI0~erS 
not leaders, and the sex and 
violence will get even worse 

'because the population is get- 
ting more immoral." 

Klein, who NBC hopes will 
be able to pull the network 
oct of its current doldrums, 
does not deny that the com- 
mercial networks have a 
responsibility but he makes 
two points. 

One, the networks are in 
business to make a profit and, 
two, through the Nielsen rze- 
ings they are able to gauge 
wnal audiences wan; and liiey 
2re giving them what they 
want - brutal ~ol ice  ad. 
ventures. .screaming game 
shows, and inane soap operas, 
the latest of which, "Mary 
'Hartmann," has lured some 
audiences away from the 
news. 

Getting Touchy 
There is evidence, however, 

that corporate business and 
advertising agencies a-e get- 
ting touchy about their image. 
Some clients, such as Krdt  
Foods, are moving away from 
sponsoring sex-filled pro- 
grams. 

Significantly, however, the 
students of the University of 
P e n nsylvania's nnenberg 
School of C o r r u ? h o n s  
w w a t c h e d  *he -alter 
Thompson presentation were 
skeptical. 



Immediately afterward they 
challenged the motives of the 
advertising firm in putting on 
such a display vJrlcn in f:ct 
it was in Lhe very business 
of huckslering and had helped 
Amer~ca to begin with. 

Nicholas Johmson, a former 
member of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission and 
now director of the public- 
interest group N a t i o n a 1 
Citizens Committee for Broad- 
casting (NCCB), says that the 
trouble with commercial 
television is its i'com.mercial 
quality." -, 

--SMW, fW 
instance, he sees as the "ul- 
timate example of tile 
psychological craving for mo- 
ney." 

Commercial W, he adds, 
refuses to discuss social issues 
in a way that might challenge 
the corporate existence or the 
capitalist system. i t  in 
essence preaches the value of 
con~picaous consuniption ms- 
tead 01 the values of educa- 
tion, self-improvement, de- 
ve!opment of the mind, 
religion, caring for othe s, or, 
say the values of parks and 
museums. 

"This theology teaches that 
worth is found not inside the 
wme of the individual but in 
things -- his car, clothes, 
homes, beer, and what hair 
spray he uses - and that 
success is measured by in- 
come," Johnson stresses. 

Challenge Argument . 
Many professionals, in and 

outside the industry, vehe- 
mently challenge the argu- 
ment that American audiences 
do not want more wholeso~e 
programs and that c o m e r -  
cia1 networks would go out 
of business if they exercised 
more social responsibility. 



Grossman, president 
of Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice (PBS), points to cases 
where quality and standards 
do Pay off, reaching hue lfie au- 
diences and earning substan- 
tial profits. "'I'he Incredible 
Machine," for instance, a pro- 
gram produced by the Na- 
tional Geographic Society, was 
turned down by CBS but got 
an immense audience on PSS. 

"Sesame Street," rejected 
$by commercial networks, has 
.become the most popular chihil- 
dren's program on PI3.S. CBS's 
"60 Minutes," shown in prime 
time, gets higher ratings than 
the other two network pro- 
grams. 

PBS. which is funded by 
the public, foundations, and 
the federal government, gra- 
dually is reaching a wider au- 
dience. It now captures only 
about 3 percent of the viewers 
in areas where it has an out- 
let, but the attainable goal, 
industry people believe, is 
about 10 percent. 

Labeled Disappointment 
PBS has its detracta~s. 

Rabert Shayon, who teaches 
communications at the An- 
nenberg School and comes out 
of the broadcastin~g industry, 
calls it "a disappointment." 

"It has become a cultural 
alternative for the middle 
class instead of an education- 
al vehicle," he comments. 
"Real problems ought to be 
aired so we can have an in- 
formed. not just an educated 
pvhlic " 

To this, Grnqsmall resnonds 
th3t the public network has 
a broader responsibillity to 



Portray knowledge and arts 
in a democracy, and he de- 
fends the network's program- 
ming. But he concedes bhat 
private corporations, which 
will underwrite such socially 
unprovocative prolgrams as 
"Masterpiece Theater" and 
"Great Performances," do not 
tend to fund controversial pro- 
grams which could make ene- 
mies for them. 

The need for more -7ro- 
grams that explain to Ameri- 
cans what is happening in 
their own society and in the 
world is self-wident. As 
Leonard Sussman, executive 
director of F reedm House, 
urgently puts it. 

Society In Danger 
"Televition leaders must 

realize that free society is in 
danger. The times call for 
something more than profit 
and loss." 

Sussman suggests that the 
commercial networks agree to 
devote a certain percentage 
of bheir hime to public-affairs 
programs as a service, even 
if this costs them money. The 
networks a re  "very pro- 
fitable," he observes. 

Industry leaders view such 
an approach as unrealistic, 
however, as long as profit do- 
minates private enternrise. 
Recognizinq this, Johnson is 
now devoting his energies 
along two refonn fronts. 

One is to stimulate greater 
diversity through alternative 
institutions, such a s  public 
broadcasbing, cable W ,  com- 
munity - supported stations, 
and community video centers, 
whi& in effect decentralize 
the W industry and give 
viewers more choice. 

It is no surprise that the 
commerdal networks are 
resisting this. 

Secondlv, Johnson would 
move through legislative and 
legal channels to place more 
public controls on the com- 
mercial networks. One rorojed 
of the NCCB woilld be to re- 
clrdre every TV station to 
devote no less than cine hour 
a week of prime time to local- 
ly organized public-affairs 
programming. 

To File Probosal 
The NCCB also will soon 

Pile a proaosal with the FCC 
for a mle requiring stations 
to run several mitmtes of 
public-service ads a cfay - 
9dd,ads;dr,a:a4vn -natt,oniy f r m ~ ,  - 
st1Mic - adve&ising- ceunci!s- - 
that are made up of ad- 
vertisers on commercial pro- 
grams but also from com- 
munity organizations. 



.4nother means of control 
is for local organizations to 
challenge station 1 i c e n s e 
renewals. As a pilot project, 
the NCCB is sureparing a study 
of Ohio and M i c h i g a n  
television stations, whose li- 
censes will lbe coming up for 
renews], a s  an aid to local 
?ram thst may want data 
to improve broadcasting or to 
fight the renewals by the 
FCC. 

"The trend is with us," says 
Johnson. "Years ago a hun- 
dred organizations would 
never have joined our project. 
Women's organizations and 
churches, too, are into media 
reform. 

"There is an escalating 
level of consciousness that the 
media are i m p o r t  a n  t 
influences in our lives - such 
as on the kind of politics we 
get. When the media become 
more q e n  and responsive, 
there will be more hope for 
those concerned a b u t  wo- 
men's rights, religion, and 
everflhing else." 

Some social scientists have 
a visionary view of television 
and its .possibilities. The Cen- 
ter for Policy Research, for 
example, has explored the use 
of television, radio, and 
telephone communication for 
e n g a a g  huge numbers of 
people m "electronic" town 
hall meetinigs. Test projects 
have proved successful. 

The center has also exneri- 
mented with the use of cable 
TV for a program on mar- 
riage "learning experiences" 
designed to enlist married 
couples' participation - in 
analyzing how they make 
budget and h o u s e h o l d  
decisions, for instance, 

Taking the long, historical 
view, Dr. Postman suggests 
that any innovation in com- 
munication - information 
systems produces upheavals 
in the social order, just as 
the nrintiig press did cen- ' 
turies ago, and that a little . 
perspective might be in order, 
too. 

"Any new med'ium has 
Faustian results, both vood 
and bad," he comments. "The 
electronic media are bein9 
misused, but there is no con- 
spiracy here. The uses of 
television today will seem tri- 
vial and idiotic 50 years from 
now." 

Meanwhile, say social scien- 
tists, television by itself can- 
not reinforce moral standards 
and. values if these are not 
first implanted in the home. 
The onus is on the family. - - 

NEXT: Ethics in the 
schools. 
-- -- ---A!! 
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No more making 
like 6S~permaaaT 
Children like 
Christopher Lane, 5, 
may not be jumping 
off chairs anymore in 
imitation of 
'Superman, ' because 
a group of mothers is 
turning of[ that and 
other programs suc R 
as 'Batman9 and 
'Popeye,' which they 
eonsides violent. 
Page 3. 

Helography amd are 
"It's in its infancy, "savs  Peter 
Nicholson of holography, a laser 
technique for making 3-D, in-depth 
pictures.The director of  the Cooper- 
Hewitt M u s e u m  ofDesign's 
program a t  Brookhauen says. 
"Holography can be for our t ime 
what perspective uas for the 
Renaissance, " but  h e  also says that  
it's in. danger o f  disappearing. 
Page 17. 

Mick Jagger o f  the  Rolling Stones is 
a n  accomplished doodler. He 
proved it during a n  intervielo with 
Newsday's Wayne Robins. Bu t  he 
didn't seem too interested in 
answering any  serious questions, 
Robins says. A n d  the  Stones'new 
album, Robins adds, is also a little 
disappointing. Page IS. 
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Pages 6 and 13 
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Jaba\.e S p i n n e r  a n d  son Brian,  4, who can no  longer watch 'Ba tman '  on TV. * "X s f$ 

kewsda, Photo b\ dim Peppier 

BY Susan Soper 
Brian Spinner has been known to  pin a towel 

to his shoulders and tear through the h3use jump- 
i n g  off beds and tables. Like other 4-year-olds a t  
plav, he sometimes becomes lost in fantasv. With 
the "cape" whipping behind him a s  he flings his 
small body from available perches, he is not Brian 
Spinner. He is Batman. 

Imitation is a form of child's play. For pre- 
schoot children, a t  a most impressionable age. it 
seems onlv natural that thev copv what thev see 
on television. I t  is estimated tha t  children watch 
20 to 25 hours of television a week. One expert 
reported that by the time a child graduates from 
high school, he will have spent 15.000 hours in 
front of the set; compared with 11.000 hours spent 
in classrooms. Exhaustive studies have shown- 
bu t  not changed- the almost obvious fact that 

' 

what is seen sinks in. And what sinks in some- 
times comes out as behavior. 

Jave Spinner would rather not have Batman 
in Brian's repertoire of behavior.' But instead of 
scolding her son, she has turned "Batman:' off the 
TV set. "I definitely ~ found a more aggressive 

' a t t i t u d e  in mv'son from watching 'Batman' that 
:hadn't been. there before." Mrs. Spinner said. 
"That and 'certain lotherl programs made him 
more violent. fighting and punching . . . I-found 
he was being more physical with children in nur- 
sery school." . . 

I t  is just that kind of monke\:-see. monkey-dit 
behavior that has led Mrs. Spinner and eight ottl- 
e r  mothers from the Hicksville Ccnperative Nur- 
ser\. S c h d  into an admittedlv unscientific ex- 
~ e r i m e n t .  limiting how much and what their chil- ' 
dren watch on television. In r e g u l a r l ~ '  scheduled 

sessions between the mothers and Adrea Selig- 
sohn, the school's director. thev discuss how or if 
the restrictions affect the children's behavior. 

Television violence is not a new topic of' con- 
cern. It has been studied bv congressional com- 
mittees. the  U.S. surgeon general's staff, psvchol- 
ogv and communications departments a t  leading 
universities, the medical profession; consumer 
prnups. lobbv groups and even the broadcasting 
industry. The  consensus has been that  TV vio- 
lence does have a n  adverse effect, resulting in 

varving levels of antisocial behavior. 
But progress toward peace on the screen is 

slow. stymied bv the  industry's and advertisers' 
economics of supplv and demand based on the 
high Nielsen ratings that crime shows almost in- 
variably draw. And t h e  erudite reports appearing 
in behavior journals or government publications 
often escape the attention of those who would-or 
should-be most concerned: parents. 

"As adults. when you sit and. watch this." 
Mrs. Spinner said a t  a recent grnup discussi(~n a t  
the school, "\.ou don't realize how many a c t s ~  
could be considered violent. I wasn't aware of it 
until we started these discussions and I was reallv 
shocked. Then if you also keep in mind that kids 
don't Cnow the difference between what's real and 
what's niit real . . . What thev do to poor Olive 
O\I  lin "Popeve" cartoons/. tving her legs up in 
knots! You're iust not aware of how much vio- 
lence there really-is and %,me of the cartoons are 
the worst." 

During the school year. Mrs. Seligsohn con- 
ducts'discussion groups on a varietb. of topics with 
all the m~bthers. When  his particular session 

. started in March. she casoallv asked one mother 

to limit TV violence a t  home, hoping to improve 
the child's apgrhsive behavior a t  school. "The 
child's attitude toward other children was to a t -  
tack rather than communicate verbally or any 
other way." Mrs. Seligsohn said. "Apparentlv. 
this child was spending so much time watching 
violent programs, he didn ' t  know any other 
wav . . . .Then the whole group [of mothers1 got 
into the question of TV limitations-what kind of 
limits the parents put on viewing and what, ' i n  
fact, their children were absorbing from particular 
prngrams." 

At that point, most of the mothers estimated 
that their children watched television about a n  
hour a day. And since much of the content was 
animated cartoons. considered then to he harm- 
less, they hssumed that too much videnre was 
not reallv an issue. The women came u p  with a 
working definition of Violence: any behavior that 
is ttireatening. mentally or physically. 

As the mothers l i s tedthe times and programs 
that their children watched, they tuned in. too. 
and old assumptions began to fade away. After 
two weeks of documenting viewing patterns. thev 
were surprised.to discover overexposure on hotl; 
counts: Children were watching two to three hours 
a day: programs that the parents had [~revii,uslv 
thought werk innocuous. like "Bgtman" and eveti 
"Popeve," were riddled with what thev had come 
to see a s  violent acts. 

With new insights gleaned from group discus- 
sion and what for %me was concentrated eaoo- 
sure to  children's programing. they saw an over- 
kill of punching. kicking. fighting. raised clenched 
fists, hair pulling and superhuman stunts that 

, ,  , .,, -Continued on Page 23 







Stewart Avenue, Garden City, Long IsIand, New York 11530 
T H E  L O N G  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  

D r .  Serbner -- 
Obviously t h i s  i s  a se r ious  development which probably 

and r i g h t f u l l y  deserves more than newspaper s t o r i e s .  

It w a s  extremely i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l k i n g  t o  you s e v e r a l  weaks 

ago and I apprec ia te  your he lp  ve ry  much. 







Full Title
Children Called Slaves to TV --America's New Religion
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I Children slaves 
. . 

I I to TV screens 
comanission told 

Continued from page 1 not always pull in big audi- 
their environment. T h e y 
keep,their doors locked and 
demand 
from the police, despite the 

ences? At least they offer 
-lariety in programming, 
1:7hich is a lot more than we 
get in the States," Gerbner 

fact that the crime rate has- , said. 
n't chagsd in their corn- / Things aren't likely to im- - 
munity, he said. 

In an interview yester- 
day; Gerbner told The Star: 
"Violent programs are very 
cheap to produce for the 

prove in the forseeable fu- 
ture for either U.S. or Cana- 
dian audiences watching the 
three American networks, 
he said. 

U.S. networks' assembly l "The networks have only 
line production. / responded with changes Like 

"Better programming the family hour when the 
costs more money and the heat rvas in:' Gerbner re- 
networks are interested in 
only one thing. depver j Government inquiries 
t 11 e biggest audience i such as the LaMarsh corn. 
their advertisers." i mission and the U.S. House 

mrbner said Canadians 
should consider themselves 
lucky to have a neturOrk like 
the CBC, which does offer 

of Representatives c m- 
lnunications subcommittee 
help to put some heat on the ' 
TV industry, he said. 

sel~etive viewing. "But X doubt if they can 
And he urged the force wholesale changes on 

CBC brass and the Cam- 
&an government not to fall 
into the trap of fighting 
CTV and the U.S. networks swer may lie in the U.S. 
for big audiences. government's giving funds 

what if the CBC does I t.' the TV networks specifi- 
I cally for quality programs 

~t~WNlllflmflWnm~!lflml~m~~f~~~~ml~ ; u c h as current affairs, I ; drama, the arts and docu- 
/ mentaries. 
I "The money could be - 
i raised by a $54-year-levy 

from every U.S. taxpayer 
and awarded to the net- 
works Bke a defence con- I tract. 

"It would remove the net= 
w o r k s '  o l d  argument 
against better programs - 
that they're too costly and 
advertisers won't support 
them." 

I Gerbner also argues that 
i violence is most prevalent 

in television. "People can 
be selective fabout buying . 
newspapers so there's no 
comparison between them 
and the mass audiences of 
TV." 
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