
Violence in the media: Judy bops before looking 
By BORDEN SPEARS 

Star senior editor 

"Most of Ontario's population gets Its cul- 
ture from the States. Ontario doesn't know 
what is going on in Ontario hospitals, schoois, 
rollrts and governments. Only what's hnppen- 
ing in San Francisco and New York." 

The words are those of Judy LaVarsh, in 
her capacity as chairman of the Royal Com- 
mission on Violence in the Communications 
Industry, and they are clearly defamatory of 
the population of Ontario. Evidence of truth is 
a deience against a charge of libel, but if the 
LaMarsh proclnniation is supported by evi- 
dence she did not indicate it. 

There is in Bct no evidence tlms far *at 
the commission has carried out any independ- 
ent basic research in lke province, other than 
the hearings a t  which interested parlies were 
invited t o  express opinions. It has col:ated a 
good deal 01 research done in other countdes, 
notably the U.S. It  should therefore know 
what's happening in Sen Francisco and Xew 
v....,. x " L A .  

The commissioners began their work with 
a set of conclusions already formed. as  they 
have made clear in commen s a t  the public ses- 
sions and in speeches q~ud interviews. They be- 
lieve, for example, that violence is stimulated 
not only by violence bu: by the reporting and 
depiction of i t ;  that there is too m u l l  violence 
in ail the media, and that in the interest of pub- 
lic safety it must somehow be curtailed. The 
disease has been diagnosed; it remains only to 
prescribe a cure. 

They have had some difficulty. however, in 
~slaWjsldng a clear @au%e-and-dleot relntion- 
ship between media violence and violence in the 
socie:y. Not that they haven't ried. .4 a hear- 
ing in Nississauga, where the subject of vio- 
lence in school texts came up, Miss LaMarsh 
observed: "Children with reading or learning 
disabilities may be the most susceptible to the 
violence in these books." 

"May be," in truth; but no evldcnce is sug- 
gested. The possibility of malign influence, 
however, may win acceptance as  fact i f  i: is 
often enough repeated. in tile commission's in- 
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terim report, which set the  tone for mnst of 
what has foiloufed. such phrases as "may be," 
"possibly." "it could be that," omur no fewer 
than 172 tmes.  

Some of the evidence leads in curious 
directions, net always foilon?d up by the com- 
mission. A star witness tills week was Dr. 
Geor er, who studies the effects o m e -  
e e  in the U.S. He said that when 
people watch a g r e a t  deal of TV violence (and 
une third of the U.S. population, according to 
him, see four hours of it every day) they be- 
come excessively fearful about tlieir personal 
safety. They come to believe that vioience is 

week he instructed all employees of the minis?: 
try that if they receive a query from the press:. 
they must inform him or his deputy a t  once. , ' 

The memo said that reports, correspond-. 
... 

ence, conceptual 'ideas, proposals, programs,, 
projects. procedures and "any other source or 
basis for communication that is subject to the : 
authority of the minister" are confidential untll - 
approved by him. No communication with any-' " 

oiie outside the ministry. "wh&.er verbal or 
by l&ter or me~noranda" is to be made -- 
expross approval. . ,., 

But relax; the prohibition is not as  whole 
sale as it might aapear. It's all right. Taylor 
says, to give out information; what must be.,.. 
withheld is intelligence. Information means 
numbers, names and dates; intelligence 
means "factual or conceptual material of a .  
qualitative nature." .. . . 

Right, Mr. Taylor. Sow. what if a reporter:". .... 
asks for intelligent information? . . 

pandemic; they lock their doors and fear to go .- 
oukide without protection. 

This >XI Miss LaMarsh t~ observe that "it 
\r.ould be cheaper to take the blasted program- 
ming off the air than to pressure governments 
for more protection." But perhaps, if the object 
is to reduce real violence, the opposite lesson 
should be drawn. Let TV violence go uncl~eck- 
ed, keep the population cowering indoors, and 
violbnce uiU ,disappear. 

The research, however, is not concluded 
and it is too early to anticipate the commis- 
don's report. The Ontario hearings now b i n g  
over, the commissioners will go abroad to see 
how violence is treated in foreign media. Miss 
LaMarsh will visit Poland and Hungary. That 
should be instructive. 

* * * 
James Taylor, Ontario's minister of com- 

munity and soclal s3vlces. is also concerned 
to protect the public from the pernicious media 
- or, for that matter, from anyone else who 
asks questions. In a three-page memo iKs 

Bmrd d Direcws 

B E L ~ N D  H. HONDERICH 
Presidenf 

WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL, Dirsna 

RUTH ATKINSON HINDMARSH Mnda 

HARRY A. HINDMARSH. DinM 
BURNEIT M.THALI Yi-Phrided, Llhfa 

ALEX J. MaclNTOSH. lWraa 

WA,LTER L GORDON. Dlnaor 

LIONEL C MOHR. VwPrmdmt. IYma 

WILLIAM ADIMMA. Dimca 

CATHERINE ATKINSON CRANG, ~lmror 

RIC,MRD A. N. BONNYCASTLEDinna 
MARTIN GOODMAN, IXWa 

... 

"" 

,,.~ 
., . 
-.  

,,: 
,, ,,. 

.-- .. . 
.:. 



































































Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES AP - 
Television's early evening 


	19760529_TS.pdf
	19760600_AIM.pdf
	19760600_MWAT.pdf
	19760609_WS.pdf
	19760614_BC.pdf
	19760629_EB.pdf
	19760718_VIL.pdf
	19760722_AEG.pdf
	19760722_AEG--start here_Page_1_Image_0001.jpg
	19760722_AEG--start here_Page_2_Image_0001.jpg

	19760730_WSJ.pdf
	19760800_RN.pdf
	19760808_BUL.pdf
	19760808_WP.pdf
	19760810_DISUC.pdf
	19760812_GUAR.pdf
	19760814_CP.pdf
	19760815_SO.pdf



