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idden from public sight and mind today are invisible crises that threaten our democ-
racy and existence more than the crises we know about—or think we know about.
These invisible crises include the promotion of practices that drug, hurt, poison, and
kill thousands every day; cuits of viclence that desensitize, terrorize, and brutalize; the groww-
ing siege mentality of our cities;, widening resource gaps and the most glaring inequalities
in the industrial world; the costly neglect of vital institutions such as public education and
the arts; and media-assisted make-believe image of politics corrupting the electoral process.

Deprived of sustained attention but bombarded by eruptions of surface conseqguences (often
presented as unique events stripped of historical context), people are bewildered, fearful,
angry, and cynical.

The contributors to this volume—exploring such unattended crises, analyzing why they are
hidden, and focusing on the increasing concentration of culture power that keeps them
from view—maintain that a profound general crisis of social vision, public communication,
and representative government underlies all of the invisible crises.

George Gerbner is professor emeritus at the Annenberg School for Communication at the
University of Pennsylvania. Hamid Mowilana is professor of communication at American
University and president of the International Association of Media Research. Herbert |.
Schiller is professor emeritus of communication at the University of California at San Diege.
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A Different Road Taken

CPIFFERENT Profiles in Critical Communication

ROAD TA KEN edited by John A. Lent
‘ D allas Smythe, George Gerbner, Herbert Schiller, James Halloran, Kaarle Nordenstreng—

these five serninal figures form the backbone of current scholarship in critical communi-

cation. From policy research to television demographics and from economic globaliza-
tion to cultural imperialism, their insights and discoveries have given both scholars and the gen-
eral public new means of understanding ourselves as we all try to live in the Information Age.

Through interviews with each scholar and essays evaluating their work, John Lent has compiled a
sparkling introduction not oxnly to the different roads taken by these scholars en route to their dis-
coveries but also to the critical byways that they have opened for others. Whereas the personal
memoties of each figure give insight to the lives and works that led to their groundbreaking theo-
ries, the commissioned essays by leading lights in critical communication dernonstrate how those
ideas profoundly affect current scholarship. Extensive bibliographies of each of the five scholars
provide a springboard for further exploration of their influence on the field. A Different Road
Taken is an important primer to the works of these five founders and a must-read for afl students
of critical communication.

Contents:
Intreduction, John A. Lent.

DALLAS W, SMYTHE. Profile. Interview with Dallas W. Smythe, J. A. Lent. Against the Flow: The Peculiar
Opportunity of Social Scientists, Robin Mansell. "Critical” Communication Research: New Directions,
Manjunath Pendakur.

GEORGE GERBNER. Profile. Interview with George Gerbner, J. A. Lent. The Critical Contribution of George
Gerbner, Michael Morgan. Trying to Mix Ol with Water: Fund Raising, Vocationalism, and Critical '
Communication, Janet Wasko.

HERBERT I. SCHILLER. Profile. Interview with Herbert 1. Schiller, J. A. Lent. Herbert Schilter: Clarion Voice
Against Cultural Hegemony, Lai-si Tsui. Continuity and Change in Critical Communication: A Generational
Analysis, Vincent Mosco.

JAMES D. HALLORAN. Profile. Interview with James 13. HalHoran, J. A. Lent. James D. Haloran: A Muld-

Perspective Presentation, Tamds Szecskd. Who Is (Not) “Critical” Now? On Engendering "Critical
Schelarship” in International Communication, Annhabelle Sreberny-Mohammadi.

KAARLE NORDENSTRENG. Profile. Interview with Kaarle Nordenstreng, J. A. Lent. Justice, Equality, and
Professional Ethics in Journalism: Kaarle Nordenstreng’s Actions and Reflections, Wolfgang Kleinwichter.
Political Versus Cultural in Critical Broadeasting Research and Policy: A Reevaluation of the Einnish Radical
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About the Author...

John A. Lent has been writing about mass communications, often with a critical perspective, since
the early 1960s.
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