t_a compiete?y new . per-
- Professor.

‘of ‘the :Annenberg’ School ‘of
i Com'mumcatmns at the Uu

“gpuy - hardund o the
“ventional appxodch to: tele-
~ wision viclence |
‘.gdxamatlc way
ot was pre mus]y
sthat §omething (if only com-
“man seiise) told us that it

s:must be harmful ‘for society .
““to.saturate the population i -
-a “cultural-flood of murder

~and" - violence. - Regearch
-showed - that  violence  on
“television -could stimulate .

“real-life -violence, “either by
* suggesting.ways _to . commit

'icrim'es,ror' hy arousing: ag-~-

Cgression T 1
-prone to

those - aiready

-as'close”— nor the evidénce
~as. conclusive: — as one
“-would have supposed.
S iThe' new - resdateh by
Cobner and ‘Gross;

.documente “this passive (as

opposed 'to aggressive) reac-,

tion before. Gerbner and
‘Gross’ find that people who
watch television accept . the

| -distorted, violent picture of

“modern -society which thev
see i Leievxsmn. ‘and -iden-

opic:like' tetevision wo!ent:e:"
pinning around, putting en -

: George; - i ¢
Gerbner ‘and Dr JLiarry Gross, complrant

more”

- _-televman isfar
Cilenting ‘than it

con-

in. such &

lhefd '

: v*olence. ‘But: ‘the
weorrelation “had™ never ! been

‘ however,
‘examines the viewer's identi- -
- fication not” with, the aggres.’
. 80rS -on Lelevr%xon, but with -
- their victims. It seems extra- .
. opdinary -that ‘no.one " has

hopelesg 5
feasful’ gty
The: vm]ence ‘0

_0 T esolv_e_
or lmul‘

Althﬂugh wi

imposed virtue the American”
networks. have _been obsev-’
ing a-“family houtr” between
] :

L and "9 spri i (and,
ciden ally,” -arebeing
for infringement of ‘the F
Amendmem

with e
newed vigour-.on -all chan
nels’ as the
nine

} Twenw of tha pnme-ume-_ “Hie
showvs are’ crime/cop: seviesi’

ABC’s - ultra-violent' Starsky
and ~ Hutch

Monday nights). .-
In  hoth - cotnfries

The ‘average - tele-
vision set is on. for five
hours each day in. Britain,
and for six hours eight min-
utes in° Americd. -1t - has. an

. influence, especidlly -on the’
voung:

“half of American 12-

yea1 o]cls watch six hoursior
¢ and Gerbner
- and Gross found that regard-.
d: . less of newspaper readmg,
educamon or ,even viewing
“habits,: . :‘30,‘_
;-yLazs nld were: consxstently‘-
{ tele~
_v:smn Han' -their" gent ra!]y‘
- less- edticated elders.” -

L ifor

erg”
. theiz? picture of society.';. iy
i eould
; :noL find enough non-viewers -
- toformid’ group. They:found
“that with’ thss violent “diet-of

the ¥ight- - to-
_ freedorn of speeeh), the vi
‘lence spllls out'

: _.'HUSL

L Qck stukesi

is-..availabe " to
. British™ viewers. I one ‘epi=:
“sode -1 counted - 75 shcn;s
160 chming “fr

‘nvolved ]
cident it any given. ‘week =

om - the police _
‘many: estlmatmg the chances .

Cand 15 from the villians. (The "
| programmie is- heing = shown
in New Zealand-on TV2 on

teie--:.
_'v1szon teaches 97 per cent of
homes.

more & day,

people ‘under:

“influeficed by’

‘With - the -usual controls

questioned . “hesvy?

ead} day) -and’ “light wiew-
{two hours or .less) o

- Significantly, Lhey;

teievxsmn heavv
“significantly

VIEVVEI“»
‘over-gstimate

‘world,” and have *a helgh-
E tened sense of fear and mis-
about soc1ety and

eople.

6:) per cent.of
¢ viewers | -answered
Yol ‘can’t ‘be too care- -
CRILY W over. half “:the
: “heavy viewers over-
;-=est1mated the risk of bemﬂ--

-sofire -violent, 1n~

as “fifty-fifty.”
These fearful hemgs ‘are

trapped in their own vicious
“circle of fear.
" out; they watch more of the

Afraid to go

television that feeds ' that

“fear: And, by isclating them-

selves, they .are less likely

- to- measure television’s: vio-

lent. view of society agamst
the experience of real life.
‘Gerbner and Gross found

differences .of education,
Csex,”class, ete,” Gerbrer rand
LGross
~viéwers - (four hours or more

violence and danger inthe

For exampie,: whpn asked'

1]1at ‘it Amencan screens,

‘hree sguarters -of the  main
characters - are -male, ‘white,
sirigle,  and . middle- to—upper
class. In  prime s time. more’
than ‘half the .characters are

involved in viclence, 10 per "

cent of them in killing. But
twothirds of the killers are

mien,’ while thlms tend to- 4’
be female or '— if ' male —

old, lower .class, ‘married and -
forelcn/non white. :

Frotm all this: Gerbner and

- Gross g0 on to. consider; a’

more alarming conseguence.

" of - television-induced para-

noia. “To control this may-

- hem, the forces of :law and
~grder dominate prime,” they

say. “Among those television

‘males with identifiable occu-
about 20 per cent

pations,

: Starsky and "I?{utéi'x:' '&i’i-,hail'bf, b@iie_fs..-"_ eh

are eugaged in, law enfmce-
ment. In thé real world, the
proportion ‘Tuns less than'1

per cent.”” The lncreasmuly :
‘. .passive atd i fearful ~viewer .
.tends  to “accept unquestion-

ingly the often . dubious
authority “of ‘the hero"and

.the’ speedy - logic . of ‘the " re-
‘wards and pumshments he -

gives, ;
Inideed,
seems a misleading descrip-
tion thesé days. Crime and
Cop . shows ‘have moved. a

long way from tie wordy -

courtroom  dramas of the
sixties, such as - Perry
Mason. From Barlow to

Kojak, thé law is seen td be -

freely brokea in the inter-
ests of order, In fact there
is very little law and a lot

law enforcement; :
. sense of risk and insecurity

f enfmcement which Teads
Gerbner and Gross to warn:
“The acceptance of violence,
and -passivity in the face of

injustice, ~may  ‘be’ con:
sequences of far © greater
'social concern . than occa-

sional dzspiays of individual
aggression.” .-
They conclude: “Fear is a

~universal emotlon and edsy.

to explcut The exaggerated

may lead to  increasing de-
mands  for protection, and

‘increasing pressure -for the
‘use of force by established

authority. Instead of threat-
eningthe- social order, tele-
vision miay have become our
chief instrumenf of social
controL.”?
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NewYork Report

At ABC, the great Harry Reasonet/"
Barbara” Walters™ caper is' hurtling: to-
ward a resolution.- Nobody at the net--
work: was' denying last wéek that ABC

Sports boss Roone Arledge was head-

- ing up (probably to a newly créated”.
post as “‘czar” of news dnd sports), and. .
that -Harry Reasoner -was “heading -
down, perhaps to early retirement. -

" -That would leave Barbara Walters—
for the moment, at least—as sole an-
chor of  the' ABC Evening News; and -
would presage: a major. shaké-up of -
ABC. News executives in- an -effort to:
make the news department {fong a dis- -

-mal third behind CBS and NBC) as big-
a ratings smash as the entertainment’”

_division. “it’s been like a powder keg '
around here ali -weel,” said one news- "

man. “The whole expenence has been
bad for morale.”
At week's end “anly one thmg wa

7 in Los Angeles eight weeks hence: ABGC

News will ook drastically different than
) «-Neff chkey U

it does today.

burn. House  Office Bundmg, -where
- members can tune to a: closed—ctrcmt

channel and watch. The telecasts will .. yeal
" also be: vzdeo-taped o
preservation,” accordmg to one House

source. The. tapes will. not be’ made.-_,
available to the public or the netwqu_s B

E ABC News Shake-u_p

- The: three-month expenment -5 bei;

" will show: Congress in'the best possible
* light: “calls:
" camera  positions;” w:t ot

-violence: during the recent House Sub- 1

CUus) you're: dolng somethmg,
) as . told "NBC's: Robert: Howard; ABC's
certain: when ABC’s affiliates conveng.” ¢

.-George Gerbner,: -dean’ of The Innen-‘

Washmgton Report

. Using its own: equtpment and person---
.. nel, the House of. Representatives.planis:...
1o begln a 90-day screen test on March

15, to See just how it looks on live
telavision. Black-and-white ‘caméras’in"
the House charhber will' beam coverage ™
~of floor debates {6 TV sets'in the Ray-

Farmiy \hewmg CTime: Subco

Hep Barbara Miku_lsk_l (DfMd) t_ow'afrdﬁ
- the end of the nine-hour session: . *Un-
~less; we'all have the: same stanc_l_arc_ls_ to

“for - historical ™

Arledge Move Up in

made at the behest of Speaker Thomas:
P (*Tip”y O'Neill,- who:, was: opposed
last year; to'a plan f6 have a; network
pool: cover House proceedmgs By a
-sigriing House' employees to do: the'job
O'Neill can:-guarantes that coverage

~O'Neill's * plai

across the chamber

'The heads of the three commercaa n
works were’ lambastéd: by ‘Rep. Heénry |
Waxman {D-Cal:) for:" ‘playing 'semantic
ganies’” with ‘the definition 'of telévision

committee. -on.. Communscatlons hears
mgs on te!ev:sed sex'and vno!ence ‘It's
an’insult for’ you to’come: here. and teli
Waxman

Frederick Plerce and /CBS!
Schneider., Schne:der had cited figures
showing that—by CBS's count-gyar,
TV violence ‘has' gone: down’ But D

Oniversity o : 'Pennsy Vania,
that network violence; as: he‘de_ﬁ Thes:i
is-at its hlghest fevel since 1967 despité




_You watch and you watch, and you
watch But tetewsnon‘news

“surveys, the  investigations,. the'
-.cern d politicians: a :e_ve_ryw

. ig there to’
has quietiy:

“of Lelsure?'
'pers tor not devol
coverage and. he;

-~ onsoap. opera
~.mych else.. .



. ﬁe’ﬁs Watéh/Cbntihﬁéd'- '_ o

lot closer to, Georée On've!! 5 1984 than .

anythmg Lyndon Johnso or Richard

' '. Walter: ernklte'

_ Pred;ctabiy the: network news: pro— :
" 'grams. dre-equally oblivious' of ‘events.: -

and findings that deal with television's

. pregccupation: with violence. in the De-. -
" cémber. 8- issue of the Journal of the:

“Amierican-Medical: Association, . Dri M-
.-chael Rothenberg:of Seattle’ wrote ‘that
" 25 years ofhard data are-already avail-

- -able=148. articles" in" science journals -
_..representing 50 studies involving 10,000;.
““children andadoléscents. from ‘every
poss:bie backgmund all: showed; that:’

"the’ evening.news. Nor.did you see that: -

- New. York’ congressman..John. Marphy

cI imed. back i October. that ‘hiindreds

“Jating. ‘Evel Knievel's  tehei

‘relationship throughotit the world. They:
- ‘are. prepared to: subpoena: top: media .

executives, and according o February"_"

> reports in the Christian: Science Moni=: -

tor, !'The public has been: enthustas’ac-_-i:

_about the Commission's work, - both-in: -

participating and m supportmg the call:
for controts:” 2

‘Here in the Unlted Sta ( .
sion " of = televasnon s imipact - shuris:

; iengthy, serious probmg For exampie e

in February CBS ventured to televise a’

"_r_pussyfootmg “public:; accountabuhty" ;

session wherein top CBS:News. execu-’.

. tives talked with a.group, of: commuinity

leaders in Hartford, Conn. Let me quotef

2 personal, but appropriat

‘mate; as he put 1t; for viole

htlcal aher_;atlon that . leads

'--3-P'eadmg for- the | Federal Commum-




B Ol As many athers have obsewed it as-:::f-'
uriforfunate’ that: & ‘question | of ‘press !
- quently appeai to the basest human i

o freedoni must be based on the right of

' "',_:'Hustler publisher Larry’ Flynt to. print -

: 'hig magazine. :But’ then,. most: chal-

'Ienges to: First ‘Amendment’ freedomsf

.. involve “attempts to: suppress material
-+ that-is offensive to'the majority. . ... -

© U Deplorable. as Flynt's, pornography3
o may bein & monthiy magazine bought

. by & couple ‘of million.people; we won-

" der; whether. it ‘has’ as much: effect on:.

the- nailonal morality, on desensitizing

“.the people. of our country, as the mur-- -
~.ders; beatings,: rapes ‘and: other terrors. .
" we:are exposéd to'on television every:
18 there: reaf[y much; difference:

e r_ng_ht
* between: the-pandaring-of: Larry Flynt

The: networks are; into gratuitous:vio
“lence and: sexual:depravity. for-a buck.:
[ Flynt's publication has: no: redeemmg_

-and’ the pandering;of the, :nietworks?
-Flynt-is into: pofnography.. for a.buck. .

featurés: He: does-not-cover:the néws,. .

“ prowde dlscusstons of pubhc ISSUEl b

programs ‘for-chifdren; clear entertai
ment.- The rietworks - do all 'of these
thlngs -and’ more: Under the' cover: of
“mature programming,’ they: alsa fre-

stincts.

- Television films and series this' yaar'_f_"- -
have featured rape, nyrnphomama can-i.i v
nibatism; mass'murder, torture and hor-. -
:.ror. Why? Surveys show that fewer tham. .
“haif. of - the parents:of: young: children.: = |

supervise..what “they. watch ‘on. tele

" sion, .that - millions. of youngsters: see ..
‘television - after. 9 P.M. What more-per:. .
suasive:: argument can: be found to ..
make’ the ‘otherwise . ‘responsible : men_j»
and, women who:run: the networks in- = -
“gist that program: producirs stay within® -
the ‘bounds:of:good. taste the bounds o
~. of good conscience? : i
1 We- depiore Larry nynt and his |Ik At
but: in:.our opinion; Hustler::does no ..
.. moreharm: to: our: national: character
:and: att:tudes to our standards of good

taste,: thanitelevision: programs that flll. .
our screens wath garbage o £

Fresh fmm victories in the
deodorant and pantyhose. -
wars: market research has

. ‘moved into television news. "
Next week-in TV Guide, read:

" how the social scientists of
" the supermarket are now .
R “measuring.our emotional’
“.reactions to anchorpeople
and what !t means to you




TV violence: threat or
scapegoat ?

In recent history, Americans have been especially sensitive to
potentially dangerous influences from *‘outside.”

* The McCarthy hearings about Communist sympathizers in enter-
tainment and in government during the 1950s is one example. On a
smaller scale the current investigation of possible “‘influence- ped-
dling”’ by Koreans in'the United States is another. - -

The News World’s five-part series, ending today, has examined in
depth the latest perceived threat to American culture—violence on
television. -

The controversy surrounding television violence and its effects on
‘human behavior, especially for children, is partly fueled by parents’
fears that their guidance and authority is being displaced by that of
the tube. According to spokesmen for the television industry, it is
this anxiety that has resulted in the “‘scapegoating’ of TV as the
cause of our nation’s social problems.

It is certainly true that television is capable of an almost mesmeriz-
ing appeal that can attract and hold people’s attention especially if it
is otherwise unoccupied. And whatever the social effects that
graphically-depicted violence might have, surveys indicate that most
people consider it distasteful.

Throughout the world Americans are known as generous, naive
and impressionable. Such qualities encourage the maintenance of a
free society, but also permit susceptibility to negative influences.

Certainly the freedom to own a television, permitting access to a
broad spectrum of experiences and ideas, carries with it the respon-
sibility to operate the instrument with self-discipline and moral prin-
ciple. Only those who have enough character to “‘know what’s good
for them’ and appreciate areas of themselves that need development
can satisfactorally control their own TV-watching behavior and that
of their children.

Perhaps it is this broader context of the televison issue that
deserves more study and discussion.

TV violence and 1984

I have to say I"ve been very impressed
with the thorough coverage of Robert
Morton’s series on “*“The Fight Over TV
Violence” in The News World. To me it’s
very clear about what ali this violence on
TV is leading up to.

A long time ago I read a book that had a
profound effect on me, George Orwell’s
*“1984."" The part that I remember most
was the first chapter. Even back then it
spoke in prophetic terms about what we
could expect in the near future. TV vio-
lence, as I see it, is conditioniong our
human behavior in the same way that
Orwell wrote about in his book. For those
who never read it, I would like to describe
the opening scene. A movie iS being
shown, and in it a ship has just been sunk
by enemy aircraft and survivors scrambled
into a life boat. Among those able to get
into the boat were a mother and her baby.

‘The enemy aircraft returned, began shoot-

ing people out of the boat-and finally, the
baby was shot out of the mother’s arms.
At this moment, the people waiching
the movie laughed as though that was the
funniest thing they’ve ever seen. Finally,

-the mother herself was killed and the

audience continued to laugh as though
they were watching a comedy.

What this meant to me was that peopie
had been conditioned to such an extent
by excessive violence they observed that
they became numb, and finally totally in-

" sensitive, to the violence.

This is what frightens me the most
about TV violence. If people see
semething long enough, they'll grow more
and more insensitive. Finally, their view
of life will become sa distorted that all vio- -
lence, on the screen or in real life, will lose
meaning. One won't be separated from
the other, and people will view people as
objects without feelings and will laugh at
their misery. .
Mrs. Estelle Harding

New York



Washington View

MEASURING VIOLENCE:
CBS’s New
Rating Game

CBS, which claims credit for invent-
ing the family viewing period as a way
to curb excessive violence on televi-
sion, has now found it necessary to
become involved in a new kind of
ratings game in order to assure the
family hour’s success. Though the
network has always competed —and
done very well—in the traditional
audience ratings, it now is competing
in violence ratings as well.

It was then-president of CBS Arthur
Taylor who suggested in late 1974 that
the broadcasting industry set aside
two hours each weekday evening for
shows fit for “family viewing.” His
move came at a time when the net-
works were under intense pressure
from the Federal Communications
Commission and the Congress to
reduce the amount of “excessive and
gratuitous violence’ on television.
FCC Chairman Richard Wiley had
initiated a series of “jawboning”
sessions with network executives to
encourage them to take self-regula-
tory action rather than force the
federal government to take action
that might threaten their First
Amendment freedoms.

CBS then had a major stake in
showing that the family viewing con-
cept, which debuted in September,
1975, actually reduced the amount of
televised violence and was not a mere
public relations gimmick, as some
critics charged.

The measure of the level of vio-
lence on tv traditionally has been the
“violence profile’”” prepared by Drs.
George Gerbner and Larry Gross of
the University of Pennsylvania An-
nenberg School of Communications.
Compiled annually since 1967, the
profile gained official recognition
from the federal government in 1972
when HEW began underwriting it at

Irwin Arieff is based in Washington,
D.C. and writes regularly on com-
munication issues.

the request of Senator John Pastore
(D-R.1.), powerful chairman of the
Senate Communications Subcommit-
tee. Pastore asked HEW to ““develop a
measurement of violence so that a
report can be submitted annually to
this Committee on the level of
violence entering American homes.”

At the same time that the Annen-
berg School began preparing its
yearly profiles for Pastore, CBS began
its own monitoring activities, though
its findings were kept strictly confi-
dential. However, when CBS execu-
tives learned in advance that the An-
nenberg profile would report no re-
duction in the levels of tv violence
for the family viewing hour’s
premiere season, they decided to go
public with an internal CBS report
showing violence levels down for all
three networks both during and after
the family hour.

When the Annenberg profile sub-
sequently became public two
months later, the CBS study was

found to be in substantial agreement

with it. The profile further reported,
however, that a substantial upswing
in violence during children’s prime
time —weekend mornings—had can-
celed out the decrease in other time
periods. The CBS study, which later
was released in full as a press release,
had ignored this time-period in
reporting its findings. Therefore,
while the CBS study found that the
level of televised violence ‘“has
substantially declined,” the Annen-
berg study found that overall, “there
has been no significant reduction.”
The Annenberg findings im-
mediately became the focus of a bit-
ter public-relations offensive by the
network. CBS vice president-chief
economist David Blank called the An-
nenberg profile “fallacious. . .It is a
measure in which | have no confi-
dence. It is an arbitrary measure.” He
said CBS didn’t include weekend
mornings in its study because prime
time “is the area in which public
concern has been the greatest.” He
also attacked the profile for measur-

Videography

ing only one week of programming,
while CBS had measured 13 weeks.

How accurate were Blank’s com-
plaints? In short, they were almost
entirely self-serving statements. In
fact, parents and public-interest
groups have been just as concerned
about the quality of weekend morn-
ing programming as about early
evening programming, if not more
so. In denying this, Blank also directly
contradicted the National Institute of
Health’s Advisory Committee on TV
and Social Behavior. The Committee,
made up of many of the nation’s most
prominent behavioral scientists,
recommended to HEW in July, 1975,
that “primary attention should be
given to measuring violence in pro-
grams with large child audiences and
to reporting the violence profile in a
manner relevant to this concern.” Of
course, the Saturday and Sunday
morning programs traditionally have
the largest child audiences. The Com-
mittee also generally endorsed the
Annenberg study’s methodology,
though —in fairness to Blank —it also
recommended that the measuring
period be increased from one week
to two. Last Spring, Dr. Gerbner im-
plemented this recommendation.

Gerbner also commented at the
time that CBS “uses a different stan-
dard which is more favorable to
them. They eliminate all humorous
violence and cartoons.” He said that
the CBS study thus “presupposes the
result’” by discounting such pro-
grams, while available research sug-
gests that “humorous violence” and
cartoons have about the same effect
on very young children as do more
seriously and realistically portrayed
violent acts. CBS’s fellow network,
ABC, confirmed this finding in a five-
year study that concluded that, up to
a certain age, children perceive no
difference between violent acts com-
mitted by cartoon characters—
though they can differentiate
between, for example, “good guys”
and ““bad guys,” or animal figures and
human figures.

Despite the facts, however, in the
flurry of cross-charges, the CBS find-
ings somehow emerged on top. The
National Association of Broadcasters
wrote in its May 6, 1976, newsletter to
member tv stations, “the next time
some of your viewers complain about
violence on tv, cite them a recent
CBS study which indicates that prime
time dramatic violence on all three
networks combined is down. . .”

The FCC, perhaps with its own
stake in family viewing in mind, also
chose to stick with CBS. In a hearing
before the House Commerce
Oversight and Investigations Sub-
committee, when:Chairman John
Moss (D-Cal.) accused the networks
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of “reducing [violence] in one period
of time and increasing it in another
period of time,” Chairman Wiley
took strong exception. “That is not
the case,” he said. Ignoring children’s
prime time, he cited the CBS findings
that ““while it was dramatically
reduced during the family viewing
hour, it has also fallen off after the
family viewing hour.” “You can in-
terpret the upturn on Saturday morn-
ing in various ways, | suppose,” ad-
ded then-Commissioner Glen
Robinson. “What it means is more
violent Bugs Bunny Shows, | suggest.”

“I tend to think that the members
of this Commission have a bias

[toward the family viewing concept]
because they are wedded to that
policy,” charged Congressman Henry
Waxman (D-Cal). “There are others
who want to be heard on whether in
fact it is successful.” However, when
the House Communications Subcom-
mittee —of which Waxman also is a
member —held hearings in Los
Angeles on family viewing last fall, it
became clear that talk —and not ac-
tion—was what the congressmen had
in mind. No legislation was forthcom-
ing, despite a CBS boycott of the
hearing —CBS Washington vice
president Bill Leonard telling the
Subcommittee that because of the

per 8is|
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number of family viewing opponents
testifying, he'd feel ““as lonely as a live
moose at a taxidermist’s convention.”

In the absence of congressional ac-
tion, the success of family viewing
seems assured —at least for the cur-
rent viewing season. Despite pleas by
two House subcommittees to un-
dertake an independent evaluation
of the two studies, the FCC has
refused. And the man who started the
who'e measurement business —Sena-
tor Pastore—finds his thoughts far
from televised violence on the eve of
his retirement from the Senate. When
asked to respond to the CBS charge
that the profile he spawned was
“fallacious,” he replied: “Well, you
have to put yourself in their position,
but I’'m not getting into that.”

Ironically, it has been widely stated
in broadcasting circles here that a
major reason for CBS Chairman
William Paley’s dismissal of Arthur
Taylor last October was Taylor’s drive
to get the family viewing policy
adopted by the networks. According
to these sources, Paley would just as
soon have ignored the issue of
excessive violence altogether. As
long as Congress wasn’t going to pass
a law, Paley figured, why should a $2
billion-a-year company like CBS even
bother?

Unfortunately for Paley and
Taylor’s successor, John Backe, the
controversy over family viewing isn’t
yet over. Despite CBS’s success in
selling its own violence ratings, the
concern over the behavioral effects
of tv on children just won't go away.
“I'll betcha that 80 percent of the first
100 bills [in the next Congress] will be
on violence on tv,” Senator Ernest
Hollings, (D-S.C.) predicted at an
NAB conference recently. With that
kind of conviction, it is certain that
the controversy over family viewing is
here to stay.
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TEL:. 213 — 746-1200

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
1111 SOUTH HILL STREET
ROOM 263
LGOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 50015

Dec, 27, 1976

Dear Dr. Gerbner:

Here in almost exactly 9C0 words is the story which we discussed on the
phone, I appreciate your help.

Sincerely,

Pl .

Mike Goodkind
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FOR GEN, WILLIAM WESTMORELAND,
former Army Chief of Staff

How wilf the soldier 100 years from now differ from
the enlisted maa of today?—A.G., Litile Rock, Ark.
@ He will not differ too much physically, except that he
will probably be taller and heavier. He will, though, be

better educated and more skilled, and he'll be required to
man and maintain weapons-and machines more technical
and sophisticated than teday’s. In addition, the ratio of
officers to enlisted men will be considerably higher than
today. The soldier of tomorrow wili be better protected,
but he will have to undergo the same hardships that sol-
diers have encountered throughout history.

FOR JAMIS SIEGEL,

member of the Manhattan Transfer group

1 hear you like to spend your off-hours in an operaling
room. True or false?—R.C., Chattanooga, Tenn.

9 It's true. [ have a friend, a surgeon, who leis me watch,
and [ love it because ['m a thwarted doctor. My idea of
"heaven would be %o be a singer who moonlights in
medicine.

'FOR DAVID BRENNER, comedian

Got any new plans for your nose?-—Jenny Bryant, Laita,

@ So far, my nose has definitely helped my career; it

‘gives me a place to hang my tuxedo while I'm traveling.

Nevertheless, I'm planring to do some work on it—wall-

:  to-wall carpeting, then Il break through the wall and

make a kitchenette.

FOR VICTOR BORGE, Canish-born pianist and mime
Did you do crazy things with music when yor were a lmi"
—R.O B., Medford, Ore.

© Oh sure, When 1 was about eight or nine, my parents——-
being very proud of me—would always make me play
when they had guests. Afier a while I got fed up with that,
and [ started playing tricks: I'd say the next plece is .. .
and would mention something by Beethoven or Mozart.
I then went on to piay ore of my own “compositions.”™
And do you know what-—very few knew 1 was fociing.

FOR SALLY FIELD, actress .

I heard you say on a talk show that yeu're shy and intro-
verted. You've got to be pufting ns on. If this were true,
how could you play such exireverted roles as the flying
nun?—J.T,, Cocoa Beach, Fla.

@ I'm not putting you on. ! started acting at the ripe old
age of two, and it was in my roles that [ couid be what [
couldn't be in reat life. In this make-believe world | feit
good. Out of it, [ didn't. It's still that way. | five a schizo
life, either all-actress or all-homebody.

FOR REP. SHIRLEY CHISHOLM (D.-N.Y.)

When you really wast something, do you find it hard to
compromise?—Mrs. L. Mills, Hobart, Ind.

@ It's difficalt to fight for issues of human justice and
equality and have fo make concessions because of the
unwillingness of others who are motivated by the politics
of expediency. But at the same time, [ know that com-
promise is a necessary tool that sometimes must be used
to achieve my goals. Not everyorie shares the same opin-
fons or ‘approaches problems in the same way.

FOR EILEEN FULTON, star of As the World Turns -

“Someone told me you wear gloves {o bed. Why?—J.R.,

Grand Forks, N.D.

© Because I have to. My hobby is ceramics, which has a
skin-drying tendency. As my hands often appear in TV
closeups, | don't want then: to look old and withered.
What | do after I've finished a work session is oil and
grease my hands and fingers, going right under the naiis.
1If 1 didn't wear gloves; all that stuff would rub off on the
sheets.

FOR THE “ASK THEM VOURSELF” EDITOR
Is it true those Russian-exiled dancers, Rudolf Nureyev
and Mikhai! Bargshuikov, are sworn enemies?--Mary
Oberton, Washington, D.C.

@ No. While they're not what vou'd call inseparable, ore
doesn’'t walk out when the other enters the room. In fact,
| the night the rumor broke that the two were feuding, a
Famiy WEEKLY reporter saw them together at New
York's Russian Tea Room. There is, however, a lack of
, | warmth between Murevev (right!) and Natalia Makarova.

Al three are products of the {amed Kirov Ballet.)

e

Yo,

CR GENE GA%'"‘"{ member of golfs Hall of Fame
What got you interested in gelf?—R.M, Dubaque, lowa
© As a teen-ager | worked in the pro shop of the Brock-
lawn Country Club in Bridgeport, Conn. [ practiced before
the shop opened, and then again after it closed. One day
a club member hired me to play a rourd. | shot my first
sub-par round {69, and from then on, all the members
spoke about the “kid” in the shop. It made life miserable
for the pro, and 1 had to leave. But the next time I was in
Bridgeport, | was the U.S. Cpen Champion.

Is There Too Much Violence On Television? R {35“

Some authorities say that the portrayal of violence triggers more of it in real life.

PRO Herbert Schiosser., President. NBC

No. Violence has troubled our society for a long time and
represents one of the more difficult problems facing us. and
we are acting to deal with the depiction of that violence. The
networks maintain-Broadcast Standards Departments respon-
sible for taste and propriety. Programs are considered in the
light of their context, meaning and purpese. Merely counting
violent incidents in a program, without regard 1o context, does
not provide a meaningful measure of their significance ar their
effect on viewers. 1t is enfortunate that body-count approach
has become fashionable because it can mislead rather than
enlighten. =

CON Dr. George Gerbner, Dean, Annenberg School of Com-
munications, University of Penasylvania

Yes. The evidence is convincing that cheap and stereotyped
violence on American television is the highest in the world and

has not changed much, especially late-evening and children's
-pmgrarnmif‘q it is prejudicial to women, clder people and
minority-group characters as they tend ta be portraved as
victims. The consequence of heavy exposure to this diet is
acceptance of violence as a ready solution to problems. If we

don't want our chiidren to grow up mean and lerrorized by .

vivid images of meanness around them, we need to change the
amount and pattern of viclence on television,
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No oneé was surpmsed when the Amemcan "
‘Medicdl Assn. came out against TV violence. -
' It would have been more controversial io have

' o proach
- .The AMA jumped into-the rather full alpha- -
: et sotp of -organizations—from ACT to PTA
; —all decrying mug-and-murder. pmgram-»
. ming. In fact, the only letters stili m1ssmg are‘ ‘

" come out infavor-of motherhood.

. CBS, NBC and ABC.

But the AMA’s Richard Palmer took anoth= ,:that “There is no reason fo believe that a more”
Cer step. Last week: he called on 10 major.

i American corporations io stop spcnsormg vx--:.

- olent programs.

. Sofar, two have'résponded Sears Roebucic v
whtch had a%ready de<:1ded to rev1ew 1ts poh- .

: promote hlg}l—quahtyprogrammmg
Bllen. Goodman is a syndwated colummst m
: " hat."It decided on an.. eplsode-by-epzsode
*review of its shows (which. may not be techs -
‘nically. possible), but then it reaffirmed the-
- fact that it wanted to advertlse ‘on “actlon”
. shows.

; Boston

; ey, ahd SchlltZ'B-réxvihg Co., which said it
_ weuld pull ads on episodes of ahows that were’

“excessively” violent.

.. Today our inclination is to Todst any idea,
' that reduces the number of. malmmgs on the

- alrwaves;

Dr. Michael Rethenberg of Seattie estlmat—

ed more than a. year ago that the average

- child in the United States would see 18,000
- murders on the tube before g1aduat1ng Irom

h1gh 5 :
'Gﬂhrgg%‘;bner, who devised a Violerice in-
: dex at the Umvers1ty of Perinsylvania, ‘said.

alf the charaeters in prime-time TV. episodes
are involved insome: sort. of mayhem, and
-110% of them get involved in a murder.,

~ cluding the National Citizens Commiittee fof
- Broadcasting—raise the issue with the broad<

say, in effect, no violence, no ads ng money;
no network,

" The fogical next step was to apply pressure_
to the advertisers themselves. In essence,

are several stmky preblems with" thls )

Cehsor- and h‘oyeott programmmg ‘Bii the z--’ :

For openers, zf the boy
give the advertzsers not less, but more,

“Phere. 1snt much B mxse o, progr

complete control of the mediuri by busmess
would solve the probiems of television..

There ig- éven 1e8§ Teason i6° suppose that.
advertisers would: be' transformed into. white
hats—solid citizens -who' felt duty~bound to

- Even Schlitz only promised {o. wear a gray

Most itapartant, ‘the AMA fsn't ealhng for "
better programming--only for “less violetice.” " -

- This is a cosmetic:approach; Would Kojak trus
“ ly‘be less violent' with:10% fewer slug-outs?

Would reducing TV murders 'by half have'a"

mgmﬂcantiy -different: effect. on the: mental
.. health of our youth" e O

While there'is nothmg wrong Wlt -reducmg

“the. number-of Muggings - per- minite, the

emergence of public-relations-oriented guide= -

lines—nio: more than two fist: fights; one vape: -
-and-an acid attack-every hour-=wouldn't do.

tnuch to substantiaily change what we are of«- :

. L fered for-evening viewing. -
| Worrying about violerice has finally become-

: popular When the alphabét-soup groups—in< -

‘The real problem is the’ lack of aiternatwes, i
the lack of choice, Competition between the.
netwotks has led o the virtual monopoly of

i “Viglenee; to the eternal samenessof the lowest
‘cast. industry, . the. .programmers. generaily:.
“throw  up their hands—“What can: we do.

about it?"—and blame the advertisers. They .

common denommator and the hlghest Nlelsen
rating. © : L
Advertisers shou!d be. encouraged no 0

- censor- but “to- switch=to ‘switeh. to ‘quality
. .programming that fills the needs of a diverse
(not metely a’'mass) audience. We don't need
cosmetms. We need reconstructwe surgery e







His first polysyllabic utterance was “Bradybunch.” He
learned to spell Sugar Smacks before his own name. He has
seen Monte Carlo, witnessed a cocaine bust in Harlem and
already has full-color fantasies involving Farrah Fawcett-
Majors. Recently, he tried 1o karate-chop his younger sister
after she broke his Six Million Dollar Man bionic transport
station. (She retaliated by bashing him with her Cher doll.)
Hisnursery-schoolteacherreports thatheis passive, noncrea-
tive, unresponsive to instruction, bored during play périods
and possessed of an almost nonexistent qttention span—in
short, very much like his classmates. Next fall, he will

officially reach the age of reason and begin his formal

education: His parents are beginning to discuss their appre-
hensions—when they are not too busy watching television.

he wonder ofitall {s thatthe worry abouttelevision has so
belatedly moved anyone to action. After all, the suspi-
cion that TV is turning children’s minds to mush and
their psyches toward mayhem is almost as old as the medium
itsell. But it is only in recent vears —with the first TV
generation already well into its 20s—that social scientists,
child psychologists, pediatricians and educators have begun
serious study of the impact of television on the young. “The
American public has been preoccupied with governing our
children’s schooling,” says Stanford University psychologist
Alberta Siegel. “We have been astonishingly unconcermed
about the medium that reaches into our homes. Yet we may .
expect television to alter our social arrangements just as

profoundly as printing has done over the past five centuries.”

The statistics are at least alarming. Educators like Dr.
Benjamin Bloom, of the University of Chicago, maintain that
by the time a child reaches the age of 5, he has undergone as
much intellectual growth as will occur over the next thirteen
years, According to A.C. Nielsen, children under 5 watch an
average of 23,5 hours of TV a week. That may be less than the
weekly video diet of adults (about 44 hours), but its effects are
potentially enormous. Multiplied out over seventeen years,
that rate of viewing means that by his high-school graduation
today’s typical teen-ager will have logged at least 15,000
hours before the small sereen—more time than he will have
spenton any other activity except sleep. And at present levels
of advertising and mayhem, he will have been exposed to
350,000 commercials and vicariously participated in 18.000
murders.

The conclusion is inescapable: after parents, television has
become perhaps the most potent influence on the beliefs,
attitudes, values and behavior of those who are bheing raised
in its all-pervasive glow. George Gerbner, dean of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School of Communica-
tions, is almost understating it when he says: “Television has
profoundly affected the way in which members of the human
race leam to become human beings.”

A QUESTION OF AIR POLLUTION

Unquestionably, the plug-in picture window has transmit-
ted some beneficial images. Last month’s showing of “Roots,”
for example, may have done more to increase the understand-
ing of American race relations than any event since the civil-
rights activities of the '60s. And the fact that 130 million
Americans could share that experience through the small
screen points up the powerful—and potentially positive——
influence the industry can have on itsaudience. In general, the
children of TV enjoy a more sophisticated knowledge of a far
larger world at a much younger age. They are likely to possess
richer vocabularies, albeit with only a superficial comprehen-
sion of what the words mean. Research on the impact of
“Sesame Street” has established measurable gains in the
cognitive skills of pre-schoolers. And many benefits cannot be
statistically calibrated. A New York pre-schooler tries to match
deductive wits with Columbo; a Los Angeles black girl, who
hasneverseenahballet, decides she wantsto be a ballerina after
watching Margot Fonteyn perform on TV.

Nonetheless, the overwhelming body of evidence—drawn
from more than 2,300 studies and reports—is decidedly
negative. Most of the studies have dealt with the antisocial
legacy of video violence. Michael Rothenberg,. a child
psychiatrist at the University of Washington, has reviewed

-25 years of hard data on the subject—the 50 most compre-

hensive studies involving 10,000 children from every possi-
ble background. Most showed that viewing violence tends to

Newsweek, February 21, 1977 63



ABC’s ‘Starsky & Hutch’: Teaching a toleranee for violence?

produce aggressive behavior among the young. “The
time is long past due for a major, organized cry of
protest from the medical profession in relation to what,
in political terms, is a national scandal,” concludes
Rothenberg.

An unexpected salvo was sounded last week when
the normally cautious American Medical Association
announced that it had asked ten major corporations to
review their policies about sponsoring excessively
gory shows. “TV violence is both a mental-health
problem and an environmental issue,” explained Dr.
Richard E. Palmer, president of the AMA. “TV has
been quick to raise questions of social responsibility
with industries which pollute the air. In my opinion,

"television . . . may be creating a more serious problem
of air pollution,” Reaction was immediate: General
Motors, Sears Roebuck and the Joseph Schlitz Brew-
ing Co. quickly announced they would look more
closely into the content of the shows they sponsor.

The AMA action comes in the wake of a grass-roofs
campaign mobilized by the national Par-
ent-Teacher Association. The 6.6 mil-
lion-member PTA recently began aseries ‘
of regional forums to arouse public indig-
nation over TV carnage. If that crusade
fails, the PTA is considering organizing
station-license challenges and national
bovcotts of products advertised on of—
fending programs.

‘THE FLICKERING BLUE PARENT’

In their defense, broadeasting officials
maintain that the jury is still out on .
whether video violence is guilty of producing aggressive
behavior. And they marshal their own studies to support that
position. At the same time, the network schedulers say they
are actively reducing the violence dosage. “People have said
they want another direction and that’s what we're going to
give them,” promises NBC-TV president Robert T. Howard.
Finally, the broadcast industry insists that the responsibility
for the impact of TV on children lies with parents rather than
programmers. Parents should pick and choaose the shows
their kids watch,” says CBS vice president Gene Mater.
“Should TV be programed for the young through midnight?
If's a real problem. TV is a mass medinm and it must serve
more than just children,”

But the blight of televised mayhem is only part of TV's
impact. Bevond lies a vast subliminal terrain that is only now
being charted. The investigators are discovering that TV has
affected its youthful addicts in a host of subtle ways, varying
according to age and ¢lass, For deprived children, TV may, in

DIRRCTIONS: Mark O

CORSIDER:

64

e chart anch tlpe forcs
ing yes of 1O

it
juatifiad by ¥T 5,..=1£1-d it

et conpritutes
PEYSICAL PORCE

ABC’s ‘Baretta’: A school for criminal techniques?

force was
soor {etiy explaia the incidzat. Indicate if you felc tha
sod. Briefly
1: I;cm Falt i vas UnNnecessaTy .

Jeff Lowenthal—Newsweek

Chicago’s Prime Time School: Harnessing the tube positively

some cases, provide more sustenance than their home-or
street—life; for the more privileged, who enjoy other alterna-
tives, it may not play such a dominating role.

Nonetheles‘; forthe average kid TV has at the very least pre-

. empted the traditional development of childhood itself. The

time kids spend sitting catatoni¢ before the set has been
exacted from such salutary pursnits as reading, outdoor play,
even simple, contemplative solitude. TV prematurely jades,
rendering passé the normal experiences of growing up. And
few parents can cope with its tyrannical allure. Recently, Dr.
Benjamin Spock brought his stepdaughter and granddaughter
to New York for a tour of the Bronx Zoo and the Museum of
Moderm Art. But the man who has the prescription for
everything from diaperrash to bed-wetting could not dislodge

-the kids from their hotel room. “I couldn’t get them away from

the goddamned TV set,” recalls Spock. “It made me sick.”
Small wonder that television has been called “the flicker-
ing blue parent.” The after-school and early-evening hours

Newsweek




NBC’s ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep™: A perpetrator of paranoia?

used to be a time for “what-did-you-do-today” dialogue.
Now, the electronic box dues most of the talking. Dr. David
Pearl of the National Institute of Mental Health suspects that
the tube “has displaced many of the normal interactional
processes between parents and children . . . Thase kinds of
interactions arc essential for maximum development.” One
veteran elementarv-school teacher in suburban Washington,
D.C., has noticed that her stadents have grown inordinately
talkative when they arrive for class. “At home, they can’t talk
when the TV is on,” she says. “It’s as if they are starved for
conversation,” :

THE PASSIVE GENERATION

Even more worrisome is whattelevision has done to, rather
than denied, the tube-weaned population. A series of studies
has shown that addiction to TV stifles creative imagination.
For example, a Univérsity of Southem California research
team exposed 250 elementary students—who had been
judged mentally gifted—to three weeks of intensive viewing.
Tests conducted before and after the experiment found a
marked drop in all forms of creative ahilities except verbal
skill. Some teachers are encountering children who cannot
understand a simple story without visual illustrations, “TV
has taken away the child’s ahility to form pictares in his
mind,” says child-development expert Dorothy Cohen at
New York City’s Bank Street College of Education.

Parenthetically, nursery-school teachers who have ob-
served the pre-TV generation contend that juvenile play is far
less imaginative and spontaneous than in the past. The
vidkids™ toys come with built-in fantasies while their play-
ground games have been programed by last night's shows.
“You don’t see kids making their own toys out of crummy
thingslike weusedto,” says University of Virginiapsychology
professor Stephen Worchel, who is the father of a 6-year-old.
“You don’t see them playing hopscotch, or making up their
own games. Everything is suggested to them by television,”

"Too much TV too early also instills an attitude of spectator-
ship, a withdrawal from direct involvement in real-life
experiences. “What television basically teaches children is
passivity,” says Stanford University researcher Paul Kauf-
man. “It creates the illnsion of having been somewhere and
done something and seen something, when in fact you've
been sitting at home.” New York Times writer Joyce
Maynard, 23, a perceptive meimber of the first TV generation,
concludes: “We grew up to be observers, not participants, to
respond to action, not initiate it.” )

Conditioned to see all problems resoclved in 30 or 60
minutes, the offspring of TV exhibit a low tolerance for the
frustration of learning. Elementary-school educators com-

plain that their charges are quickly turned off by any activity

that promises less than instant gratification. “You introduce a

February 21, 1977

CBS’s “Kojak’: A lesson in agaressive behavior?

new skill, and right away, if it looks hard, they dissolve into
tears,” laments Maryland first-grade teacher Eleanor Ber-
man. “They want everything to be easy—like watching the
tube.” Even such acclaimed educational series as “Sesame
Street,” “The Electric Company” and “Zoom”™ have had
some dubious effects. Because such shows sugar-coat their
lessons with flashy showbiz techniques, they are forcing real-
life instructors into the role of entertainers in order to hold
their pupils’ attention, “I can’t turn my body into shapes or
Hashlights,” sighs 2 Connecticut teacher. “Kids today are
accustomed to learning through gimmicks.”

For the majority of American children, television has
become the principal socializing agent. It shapes their view
of what the world is like and what roles they should play in it.
As the University of Pennsylvania’s Gerbner puts it: “The
socialization of children has largely been transferred from the

home and school to TV programmers who are unelected,

unnamed and unknown, and who are not subject to collec-
tive—mnot to mention democratic—review.”

What does TV’s most impressionable constituency learn
from prime-time entertainment? No one can really be sure,
but psychologists like Robert Liebert of the State University
of New York, one of the most respected observers of child
behavior, don’t hesitate to express sweeping indictments. It
teaches them that might makes right,” Liebert says flatly.
“The lesson of most TV series is that the rich, the powerful
and the conniving are the most successful.”

THE VIEW FROM THE VICTIMS

Whatever the truth of that, the tube clearly tends to rein-
force sex-role stereotypes. In a Princeton, N.J., swrvey of
sixteen programs and 216 commercials, it was found that men
outnumbered women by three to one and that females were
twice as likely to display incompetence. By and large, men
were portrayed as dominant, authoritative and the sole sonrce
of their family’s economic support. “These roles are biased
and distorted, and don’t reflect the way a woman thinks or
feels,” complains Liebert. “And it’s just as bad for blacks.” )

It may, in fact, be even worse for blacks. Not only do black
children watch more TV than whites, but they confront a far
greater disparity hetween the illusions of videoland and the
reality of their own lives. Two yet-to-be-published studies
conducted by University of South Carolina psychology pro-
fessor Robert Heckel found that young black viewers regard
whites as more competent than blacks, and model their
conduct accordingly. In one study, black children were
shown a TV film of an interracial group of peers choosing toys
to play with-—and then given the same toys to pick from
themselves. All the blacks selected the toys chosen by whites
in the film, even though many of those toys were smaller or
inferior in quality. “On TV, the competent roles tend to go to
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“ALL ABOUT
IDVID

! n their less circumspect moments, the
people who create, manufacture and
market weekend - moming children’s
shows refer to their audience as “mice.”
Last year, advertisers laid out more than
$400 million for commetcials ingenious-
ly designed to lure those mice to the
corporate cheese. And in return for deliv-
ering its most captive audience, the tele-
vision industry reaped no less than 25
per cent of its annual profit from chil-
dren’s video. Nowhere else on TV is the
medium more the message, and the pro-
graming so much wrapping around the
huckster’s package. To watch kidvid is to
be engulfed in a tide of sugary glop—Kit
Kat chocolate bars, Starburst Fruit
Chews, Charms’s Blow Pops, Fruit
Stripe gum, Moonstones and Honey-
combs. The look of kidvid is that of a
mouth doomed to dental catastrophe.
What about the shows that interrupt
the sales spiels? Reform is fleetingly
visible. Those mindless cartoons now
make up less than half of the kidvid
schedule, And some of the newer shows,
such as CBS’s “Ark [I” and “Fat Albert,”
gently weave in benign messages: inter-
natiénal brotherhood, the perils of smok-

ing and drugs and the joys of facing up to -

bullies.-Of late, the networks’ news de-
partments have classed up the act. ABC’s
“Animals Animals Animals” is a sort of
peewee “60 Minutes” with a zoological
theme, CBS’s periodic “In the News”
introduces its audience to such adult
concerns as environmental pollution and
bankrupt school systems.

Spunky: And then there is “Muggsy.”
This new NBC series ahout an orphaned
tecn-age white girl adrift in an inner-city
slum realistically deals with growth
pains that afflict all races. Recently,
Muggsy straightened out a black young-
ster who was being mercilessly harassed
by his super-cool friends for joining the
Boy Scouts. “Why you jivin” around with
those honkies™ demanded one tormen-
tor. Sensitively played by 13-year-old
Sarah MacDonnell, who has more freck-
les than Sissy Spacek, Muggsy is spunky,
vulnerable and—unlike the polyethyl-
ene Disney clones who populate most of
kidvid—altogether real. :

Unfortunately, the rest of children’s
video has matured woefully little since
the days when Howdy Doody flashed
his bicuspids. NBC’s “Big John, Little
John” stereotypes parents as incorrigible
klutzes, while the networl’s “Speed
Buggey” is nothing but a weekly lesson in
reckless driving. There are even kiddie
game shows to instill avarice early. On
Metromedia's “Guess Your Best,” the
audience of moppets screams in a “Let’s
Make a Deal” frenzy as its panelist peers
compete for AMF sports equipment and

ABC

Panasonic tape recorders. “Kids are peo-
ple, too . .. wackadoo, wackadoo,” war-
bles the show’s unctuous emcee.

~The schlock depths, however, are
reached by “The Krofft Supershow.”
With a stupefyvingly silly music group
called Kaptain Kool and the Kongs acting
as host, this one-hour ABC adventure
series focuses on Dr. Shrinker, a mad
scientist who reduces his victims to 6-
inch miniatures. The quality of the spe-
cial effects would draw boos at a student
film festival. The series also features two
female magazine reporters who, when
evildoers appear, transform themselves

into Electra Woman and Dynagirl outfit-
ted in costumes apparently picked up
at a Woolworth’s post-Halloween sale.
When last chserved, the superheroines
had been ensnared by Glitter Rock, an
epicene Elton John type who sported a
green Afro coiffure set off by a spangled -
body stocking. Perhaps this show's most
heinous crime is that each episode costs
nearly $200,000 to produce.

Lessons: Relief, of course, can still be
found on the public-TV channels. Non-
commercial television’s best new offer-

ings are “Rebop,” which imparts lessons

in interracial harmony, and “Infinity Fac-
tory,” -aimed at inner-city adolescents
who have trouble fathoming math. “In-
finity Factory” is after an older audience
than “Sesame Street” and it understands
the turf. A jive-spouting disk jockey an-
nounces: “Let me tell yvou all about this
weird dude—the number 36.” A man-in-
the-streetsurvey to introduce the concept
of six-digit figures asks adults and chil-
dren how much money the President of
the U.S. makes. “I dunne,” shrugs a Har-
lem housewife, “but we sure ain’tmaking
none of it here.”

No one is proposing that kidvid should
be nothing but a sixth day of school. The

CBS

CBS’s *Ark IT’: Amidst the Saturday morning hard sell, a plea for brotherhood

14 million voungsters who use it to un-
wind on weekends are just as entitled to
their video Martinis as their elders, But
they are also entitled to nourishment for
their imaginations, even a brief massage
of their thought glands, and on those
counts commercial children’s program-
ing flunks the test. If there is such a thing
as the evil of banality, then it is seeping
through the looking glass with every
Saturday’s dawn. Even mice, after all,
deserve an occasional change in diet.
How about something truly wackadoo—
or at least a spin-off of “Muggsy”’?
—HARRY F. WATERS
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creasel children’s tolerance of violent behavior in others. In

{dne experiment, several hundred fifth-graders were asked to
act as baby-sitters for a group of younger kids—shown on a TV
screen—who were supposedly playing in the next room, The
baby-sitters were instructed to go to a nearby adult for
assistance if their charges began fighting. Those who had
been shown a violent TV film just before taking up their
duties were far slower to call for help than those who had
watched a pro-baseball telecast, “Television desensitizes
children to violence in real life,” observes University of
Mississippi psychology professor Ronald Drabman, who

_ helped conduct the study. “They tolerate violence in others

because they have been conditioned to think of it as an
everyday thing.”

Beyond that, some researchers are finding that TV may be
instilling paranoia in the young. Three years of tests directed
by Gerbner, who is perhaps the nation’s foremaost authority on
the subject, established that heavy TV waichers tend to
exaggerate the danger of violence in their own lives—creat-
ing what Gerbner calls a “mean-world syndrome.” As for
children, he reports that “the pattern is exactly the same, only
more so. The prevailing message of TV is to generate fear.”

And now a word about the sponsors. The late Jack Benny
once quipped that television is called a medium because
nothing it serves up is ever well-done. But
as the child watchers see it, the not-so-
funny problem with TV commercials is
precisely that they are so well put together.
“Everybody has had the experience of see-
ing a 2-vear-old playing on the floor, and
when the commercial comes on, he stops
and watches it,” notes F. Earle Barcus,
professor of communications at Boston
University. “TV ads probably have more
effect on children than any other form of
programing.” ‘

JUNK FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The hottest battle involves the impact of
child-directed commercials on their audi-
ence’s eating habits. More than 70 per cent
of the ads on Saturday and Sundav-mom-
ing “kidvid” peddle sugar-coated cereals,
candy and chewing gum. Laced with ac-
tion-packed attention grabbers and pitched
by an ingratiating adult authority fgure,
such messages hook children on poor eat-
ing habits long before they develop the
menfal defenses to resist. “This is the most
massive educational program to eat junk :
foed in history,” charges Sid Wolinsky, an attorney for a San
Francisco public-interest group. “We are creating a nation of
sugar junkies.” o

Research has also established that as the kids grow older
their attitudes toward commercials move from innocent ac-
ceptance to outrage about those ads thatmislead and finally to
a cynical recognition of what they perceive as adult hypoeri-
sy. According to a study by Columbia University psychology
professor Thomas Bever, TV ads may be “permanently dis-
torting children’s views of morality, society and business.”
From in-depth interviews with 48 youngsters between the
ages of 5 and 12, Bever concluded that by the time they reach
12, many find it easier to decide that all commercials lie than
to try to determine which are telling the truth, Concludes
Bever: “They become ready to believe that, like advertising,
business and other institutions are riddled with hypocrisy.”

Who is to blame and what, if anything, can be done? The
networks argue that the number of violent incidents por-
trayed on TV has declined by 24 per cent since 1975. That
figure has been challenged, but there is little question that
the networks have instituted some reforms. The number of
“action-adventure™ series has decreased of late; and the
weekend-moming kidvid scene is gradually being pacified.
Such superhero cartoon characters as CBS’s “Superman” and

"NBC’s “Granite Man” have been replaced with gentler fare;
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Rohert R. McElroy—Newsweek

Metromedia’s ‘Guess Your Best’: Instilling avarice early

CBS’s ‘Fat Albert’: Pacifying the weekend scene with more benign eartoon fare

ABC even canceled “Bugs Bunny” and “Road Runner”
because of their zap-and-whap antics.

There is also considerable merit to the broadcasters’ argu-
maent that parents are to blame if they don’t regulate their
children’s viewing habits., By the time the Family Hour
experiment was struck down by the courts last year, it had
already proved unworkable because so many parents refused
to cooperate. Nielsen found that 10.5 million youngsters
under the age of 12 were still hooked to the tube after 9 p.m.,
when the Family Hour ended. And a recent Roper study
reported that only two-fifths of the parents poelled enforced
rules about what programs their children could watch. “Par-
ents who take active charge of most of the elements of their
children’s upbringing allow a kind of anarchy to prevail
where television viewing is concermned,” says Elton Rule,
president of ABC, Inc.

THE PUBLIC STRIKES BACK

In rebuttal, public-interest groups point out that TV sta-
tions have been granted Federal licenses to ride the public
airwaves—a highly lucrative privilege that carries a unique
respensibility. In addition to the nationwide pressure being
exerted by the AMA and the PTA, local organizations like the
Lansing {Mich.) Committee for Children’s Television have
persuaded local stations to drop gory shows from their late-
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afternoon schedules. But no one has achieved more reform
than the activist mothers of Action for Children’s Television,

based in Newtonville, Mass. ACT is largely credited with.

persuading the networks to reduce time for commercials on
children’s weekend shows from sixteen to nine and a half
minutes an hour, to halt the huckstering of vitamins on kidvid
“and to end the practlce of having the hosts deliver the pitches.
ACT’s ultimate—perhaps chimerio—goal istoridkidvid ofall
advertising, “We feel it is wise to separate children from the
marketplace until they are ready to deal with it,” explains
Peggy Charren, ACT’s indefatigable president.
The shrewdest reform movement is aimed at persvading
network programmers and advertisers that violence really
doesn’tsell. J. Walter Thompson, the nation’s largest advertis-
" ing agency, has begun advising its clients to stop purchasing
spots on violent séries—pointing out that a sampling of adult
viewers revealed that 8 per cent of the consumers surveved
had already boycotted products advertised on such shows,
while 10 per cent more were considering doing so. To help
viewers identify the worst offenders amongthe shows, the Na-
tional Citizens Committee for Broadcasting now disseminates
rankings of the most violent series. At last body count, the
bloodiest were ABC’s “Starsky & Hutch™ and “Baretta,”

ACT president Charren with constituency: Winning a cutback on commercials

NBC’s “Baa Baa Black Sheep”™ and CBS’s “Hawaii Five-0.”

On the brighter side, some educators have begun harness-
ing commercial TV's power in positive ways. The movement
first took hold a few years ago in Philadelphia’s schoo!
system, which started tying reading assignments to TV offer-
ings. For example, seripts for such docu-dramas as “The
Missiles of October” and “Eleanor and Franklin™ were
distributed to more than 100,000 Philadelphia students in
advance of the TV dates.

FROM VIOLENCE TO SOCIAL VALUES

The children watched the shows while following along in
the scripts, and discussed them in class the next day. The
program has worked so well--some pupils’ reading skills
advanced by three years—that 3,500 other U.S. school sys-
tems are imitating it. This week WBNS-TV, the CBS affiliate
in Columbus, Ohio, is fransmitting four hours of classroom
programing each day aimed at 96,000 local students whose
schools are closed due t6 the natural-gas shortage (page 39).

Prime Time School TV, a nonpiofit Chicagoe organization,
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has come up with the most inmovative approach: PTa4 uses
some of TV’s most violent fare to implant positive socizs.
values. In one seven-week course, pupils were given ques-
tionnaires and told to fill them out while watching “Kojak,”

“Baretta” and the like. The questions, which were subse-
quently kicked around in class, dealt with everythlng from
illegal search and seizure to forced Lonie‘;smnq “One boy
told us that we had ruined television for him,” reports PTST
official Linda Kahn, “He couldn’t watch a police show any
more without counting the number of killings.”” Says PTST
president William Singer: “We are saying that there are
alternatives to merely railing against television, and this is
just one of them.”

LIFE WITHOUT THE TUBE

Unfortunately, the options available to the individual
parent are considerably more limited. A few daring souls
have simply pulled the plug. Charles Fryve, a San Francisco
nursery-school teacher and the father of five boys, decided
he would not replace his set after it conked out in 1972.
Frye’s brood rebelled at first, but today none of them voices
regret that theirs is a TV-less household. Fourteen-year-old
Mark fills his afternoon hours with tap-dancing lessons, Sea

Scout meetings and work in a gas sta-
tion. Kirk, his 13-year-old brother, plays
a lot of basketball and football and
recently finished “Watership Down”
and all four of the Tolkien hobbit books.
“1 know of no other children that age
who have that range of interests,” says.
their father.

Short of such a-draconian measure,
some parenfs are exercising a greater
"degree of home rule. Two years ago, the
administrators of New York’s Horace
Mann nursery school became distressed
over an upsurge of violence in their stu-
dents” play. Deciding that television was
to blame, they dispatched a letter to all
parents urging them to curh their chil-
dren’s viewing. “After we sent the letter,
we could see a change,” recalls Horace
Mann principal Eleanor Brussel. “The
kids showed better concentration, better
comprehension, an ability to think things
through.” Sheila Altschuler, one of the
mothers who heeded the school’s re-
quest, noticed that her 4-year-old son
began making up his own pf;ytlme char-
acters instead of imitating those on the
tube. “If I didn’t feel it was kind of
freaky, I wouldn't own a set,” allows
Altschuler. “But these days it's a matter
of conformity, Kids would be outcasts
without TV.”

Clearly, there is no single antidote for the vidkid virus. For
the children of the global village, and their progeny to come,
TV watching will continue to be their most shared—and
shaping—experience. Virtually all the experts, however,
agree on one palliative for parents of all socioeconomic levels.
Instead of using TV as an electronic baby-sitter, parents must
try toinvolve themselves directly in theiryoungsters viewing.

oeleen 1]

- By watching along with the kids at least occasionally, they can
- help them evaluate what they see—pointing out the inflated

claims of a (,ommercml perhaps, or criticizing a gratuitously
violent scene. “Parents don’t have to regard TV as a person
who can’t be interrupted,” says behavioral scientist Charles
Corder-Bolz. “If they view one show a night with their kids,
and make just one or two comments about it, they can have
more impact than the whole program.”

Reduced to the essentials, the question for parents no
longer is: “Do you know where your children are tonight?”
The question has become: What are they watching—and
with whom?

—HARRY F. WATERS with bureau reports
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Amounts to call for censorship, Pierce warns

ABC exec

By MAURINE CHRISTOPHER

NEw YorRK—ARBC Television
last week defended the tv indus-
try against the American Medi-
cal Assn.'s “untrue and unware
ranted” charge that tv program-

 ADVERTISING BALLOONS

Terrific traftic builders « decorations  «
give-aways « fit any product or promotion,
Write for prices and samples. Have complete
information en fand when you need itf

NEWSON STREET .+ NORUWALK, UHI0 4485

hits AMA stand on tv violence

ing consists largely of violent
content, and the network leveled
its own charge against the AMA
for issuing an “implied call for
program censorship.”

Frederick S. Pierce, president
of the ABC-TV division, launched

his counterattack in a letter to.

Dr. Richard E. Palmer, AMA
president. Mr. Pierce accused the
AMA of making unfounded and
unproved allegations based on the
unscientifie, though well inten-
tioned research from BI Associ-
ates and the National Citizens
Committee for Broadecasting. The

AMA then used these allegations
to exhort major corperations to
boycott specific telecasts, he said.

8 To demonstrate the lack of va-
lidity of the NCCB studies, Mr,
Pierce, who moved to top man-
agement by way. of research, cited
these examples of the BI-NCCB
technigue and conclusions:

o If Marie jokingly pushes Don-
ny. in a comedy sketch on “Don-
ny and Marie,” this is given the
same weight in the violence scor-

+ ing as a murder scene in a theat-

rical film.

¢ In the most recent ranking,
NBC's “World of Disney,” family
viewing faverite, was ranked as
the 21st most violent show; Carol
Burnett’s - CBS comedy hour
ranked higher in viclent incidents
than the dramatization of the war
novel, “Once An ZEagle,” and
ABC’s “S8ix Million Dollar Man,”
a family-oriented fantasy adven-
ture program, “is mechanically
and wunreasonably ranked with
realistic police programs as among
the most violent shows.”

The ABC executive said that
even within the AMA there had

For May, circulation is 'up another 20%.
CPM is down more than 16%.

Advertising Age, February 28, 1977

Training in emergency treatment for
heart attack victims is offered by
the First Banks of the Twin Cities
via this ad in local newspapers. The
program, Pulse '77, includes a 3-
hour class in life-saving techniques.
Grey Advertising, Minneapolis, is the
) agency,

been sharp differences among
psychiatric and medical experts
as to how much today’s children
have been influenced by seeing
viclence on tv. “The AMA has
long stood for excellence and
achievement based on ecareful
analysis, thorough research and
the highest professional stand-
ards,” Mr. Pierce wrote Dr. Palm-
er, “Your recent public actions
in addressing your concerns
about violence on tv to advertis-
ers who support ocur free com-
mercial system fall considerably
short of such standards.”
Pointing out that ABC is con-
{Continued on Page 81)
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Congress s turn
on TV violence

The issue of television violence will be dis-
cussed where it counts this week—in the
shadow of the Capitol dome. Representa-
tive Lionel Van Deerlin’s (D-Calif)
House Communications Subcommittee
will hold a one-day stand that could be the
most important crisis-point yet. As one
slightly shell-shocked broadcaster noted
last week, it’s one thing when PTA’s or
other groups hold hearings in Hartford or
Dallas or Pértland. But when the fight
lands in Washington, things are liable to
get hot.

TV violerice, &t al., has been thrust irito
the national spothght by such groups as
the Americin Medical Association, which
has pressured advertisers to boycott
violent programs, by the National Parent
Teachers Association, which last week
conciuded a series of elght hearings on the
subject; and by the National Citizens
Committee for Broadeasting, whose re-
search made targets of dadvertisers shown
to be the prircipal sponsors of the most-
violent programs. And as if those initia-
tives weren’t enough, the most-récognized
authority on the subject of TV violence—
Di. Geofge Gerbner of the University of
Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School of
Communications—has released a new
violence index purporting to show that the
1976 television season set an all-time
record in that regard.

All those and dthier elements of the
violence roadshow move to the Rayburn
building for hearings this Wednesday
(March 2)—albeit under -Mr. Van
Deerlin’s caveat that they will not lead to
legislation affecting broadcast programing
practices. “‘In no way do we waiit to under-
cut the First Amendment,’ the chairman
said in a news release last week. “‘But we
ars hopeful the hearing will help producers
see the error of their ways when, in fact,
programs are laced with gratuitous sex and
violence.”’

_ Lead-off witness at the event will be Dt.
Gerbner, who will detail the findings of his
latest research. After him, in order, will be
Henry Geller, former FCC general counsel
now with the Aspen Institute Program on
Communications and Society; FCC Chair-
man Richard E. Wiley; National Associa-
tion of Bfoadcasters Presidént Vincent T.
Wasilewski and NAB Chairman Wilson
Wearn (Multimedia Inc., Greenville,
§.C.); John Schneider, president, CBS/
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Broadcast Group, and Van Gordon Sauter,

CBS-TV vice president for program prac-
tices; Robert Howard, president of NBC-
TV, and Herminio Traviesas, NBC-TV
vice president for program standards; Fred
Pierce, president, ABC Teélevision, and
Alfred Schnéider, ABC vice president for
program standards; Peggy Charren, presi-
dent of Action for Children’s Television;
Richard M. Powell, chairman of the farhily
viewing hour committee of the Writers
Guild of America, and William Froug, co-
chairman of the Hollywood Caucus; Ted
Carpenter, National Citizens Committee
for Broadcasting; Professors Bradley
Greenberg and Charles Atkin of Michigan
State University.

More violence
than ever, says
Gerbner’s latest
Annenberg researchers say their
violence index is highest since

inception 10 yeéars ago; much of
the increase was in family time

Dr George Gerbner and his cdlleague,
Dr. Larry Gioss, of the University of
Perinsylvania’s Annenberg School of
Comnunications, who claim to have a
yardstick by WhiCh to measure television
violence, say their calculations show that
the TV networks programed more
violence in 1976 than they have in any of
the years the two researchers have been
compiling their **Violence Profiles)”

The latest such report, issued last week
in anticipation of the appearance of Drs.
Gerbner and Gross before the House
Communications Subcommittee hearings
on TV violence, says the thrée-network
violence index for 1976 was 203.6, as com-
pared to 1967°s 198.7, which was the next
highest score.

The réport says that esach of the net-
works increased its mix of viplence in
1976. The 1975 profile rankings by net-
work remained the same in 1976 with
NBC first with an index of 224, followed
by ABC, 207, and CBS, 181, Compared to
1975, the violence scores it 1976 climbed
by 20 at ABC; 16 at CBS and 23 at NBC.

The fevel of violence took its largest
jump in family viewing time, the report
said. The viclence index for this classifica-
tion climbed at ABC from 121 in 1975 to
197 in 1976; at CBS, from 60 to 101, and
at NBC, from 126 to 138. The authors
commented, “CBS—leader of the family
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hour concept—lifted its two-season lid on
violence during early evening hours,
showing the highest [percentagel] increase
of any network.”

Violent action, part of the composite in-
dex, rose to the hlghest point on record, as
the rate of violent episodes increased from
8.1 per hour in 1975 t0 9.5 in 1976, The re-
port said only the number of killings
declined slightly.

Three quaiters of all TV charactets and
nine out of every 10 programs sampled .
displayed some violence, the researchers
said. They said there was approximately a
10% increase in each of the last two
cdtegories over 1975 programing. _

The report said that the 1976 viclénce
profile confirms previous research’ that
heavy exposure to television violence

“‘cultivates fear and mistrust among
viewers.” The authors said children partlc-
ularIy were affected by television’s

“mean-world syndrome.”’

The report includes 4 series of *‘risk
ratios”” After tabulating the number of
people who commit violence—‘‘the
violents’’—and the number of victims,
the risk ratio is obtained when the larger
of these figures is divided by the smaller.
A plus sign indicates there were more
“violents’’ than victims, a minus indicates
the opposite.

The report said the over-all violent-vie-
tim ratio dropped from —1.25 in 1975 to
—1.06 in 1976, suggesting a possible
decréase in over-all victimization. The pai- -
tern of who ififlicts violence on whom did
not change. For example, women (—1.32)
were more likely to be victims than men
(—1.20), with old {—3.00), poor (—2.25)
ahd single (—1.50) women runmning
éspecially high risks.

The annual violence profile is part of Dr.
Gerbner’s and Dr. Gross’s broader study
of cultural indicators sponsored by theé Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health.

Gerbner



Pierce runs |
head-on at AMA

In letter to its president, head
of ABC-TV challenges studies
and criticism of TV violence

Frederick S. Pierce, the president of ABC
Television, said last week that the Ameri-
can Medlcal Assomatlon s recent attacks
on TV violence were “‘untrue, unwar-
ranted and unrepresentative” of the
AMA’s usual ‘“high standards.”

In a letter to Richard E. Palmer, the
president of the AMA, Mr. Piérce ex-
pressed particular anger at the AMA’s
campaign to urge major corporations to
pull their advertising from viclent shows.
Mr. Pierce said he regarded that campaign
as “‘an implied call for censorship.”

The AMA based its antitelevised-
violence statements (BROADCASTING, Feb,
7) on studies conducted by a TV-commer-
cial-monitoring organization called bi
Associates and by the National Citizens
Committee for Broadcasting, a consumer-
advocacy group. Mr. Pierce libelled these
studies ‘‘undefined and unproven.”’

Mr. Pierce pointed to one éxample of
the ‘“‘mechanical”® nature of the studies.
“In the televised musical variety series
Donny and Marie,’ he said, ‘‘a comedy
sketch wherein Marie jokingly pushes
Donny is counted as a violent action and
given the same weight as a murder scene
in -a theatrical movie on television.” Mr.
Pierce also ridiculed the placing of The
Wonderful World of Disney “‘among the
top third most violent programs’’ by one
of the studies, and a ranking by one of the
comedy-variety Carol Burnett Show
“‘higher in vidlent incidents than the
redlistic dramatic portrayal of the war
novel; ‘Once an Eagle’ ™ In addition he
said, ‘‘the Six Million Dollar Man, a
family-oriented fantasy-adventure pro-
gram, is mechanically and unreasonably
ranked with realistic police programs as
among the most violent shows”’

There’s a split over. the violence-on-TV
issue even among AMA members them-
selves, Mr. Pierce said. To Dr. Michael
Rothenberg’s assertion in the AMA Jour
nal of Dec. 8, 1975, that “*violence view-
ing produces increased aggressive
behavior in the young,” Dr. Roberi M.
Kaplan responded that ‘‘medical profes-
sionals must learn considerably more
about thé relevant research. Censoring TV
is a serious issue.”’ Mr. Piefce also guoted
Dr. Melvin S. Hellet, a Temple University
psychiatrist and ABC consultarit, as say-
ing, ““It is improper and inconsistent with
the high professional standards of the
AMA to act in such a precipitous manner
when the weight of evidence in the social
sciences and medical studiés do not sup-
port the type of political action of the mag-
nitude undertaken by the AMA”’

And, according to Mr. Pierce, Dr, Walter
Menhinger said, ‘It is the adult models
living with childien who determine their
ulttmate violent or nonviolent behavior

Pierce

far more than Kqjak.”

Taking the offerisive, Mr. Pierce said
that “‘programs that may include incidénts
of violence represent a diminishing per-
centage of ABC’s over-all prime-time
schedule. He conciuded his letter by call-
ing on the AMA to “‘join with ABC and
others in the television industry ... in a
meaningful scientific analysis’’

PTA ends hearings
on TV violence
but issue lingers

Familiar critics call for controls;
psychiatrist faults vioclence index;
trends away from acticn are noted

The National Parent Teachers Associa-
tion’s series of regional hearings into the
effects and cures of TV violencé con-
cluded in Los Angeles last week with shrill
calls for reform. Broadcasters, courtering,
called on antiviolence advocates to restrain
themselves.

~ On the antiviolence side was former
FCC Commissioner Nicholas Johnson,
now chairman of the National Citizens
Committee for Broadcasting, who said the
work of NCCB, the PTA, the American
Medical Association and others has shown
that collective action can bring about
change “m spite of establishment power
and greed.”’ The struggle must continue,
however, he said, *‘for many months to
come. Responsible corporate officials have
changed théir policies for good. Unfor-
tunately, the irresponsible outfiumber
them. They will play a waiting game. They
hope we will get bored —eith&r complacent
or discouraged—and go away. We must
not.”’

There was Frank Orine of the National
Association for Better Broadcasting, Los
Angeles, who talked of ““the pldgue of
violence-for-kicks in television’ as ‘‘a
malignant social issue that must be
brought under control’* He urged PTA to
encourage group action. ““You have the
numbers,”’ he said, ‘“to swing a heavy
club® in Congress and at the FCC.

David Rintels of the Writers Guild of
America, West, said the puild supports ac-
tions to decrease violence on television,
largely because less time given to shows
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with physical violence means more time
for writers to explore other material: social
ethical, policial, religious and artistic.
“Most of us,’ hé said, ‘‘yeatn for a
broader, freer, truer canvas on which to
work”’

Appearing in Los Angeles for the broad-
casters was Van Gordon Sauter, CBS vice
president for program practices, who
voiced concern about the antiviolence ad-
vocates who would put themselves or gov-
ernment in the programer’s seat. ““In-
herent in all this—through intent or acci-
dent—is censorship,” he said. “‘All in the
namie of that anonymous television
viewer, who in the minds of the elitists,
lacks the discretion or the discipline or the
insight to know what is best for him .’

Mr. Sauter said the answer to the dilem-
ma—how much violence on TV is just
right—cannot come from science and can-
not be solved by ““heavy-handed pressure
and economic sanctions and government
action.”” What is called for instead, he said,
is “‘reasoned discourse.’”

Also on hand was Roy Danish of the
Television Information Office, a frequent
participant in the PTA series. He said there
is now a trénd away.from violent police
shows and toward newer forms of pro-
grams. “‘In the case of one network, NBC )’
he said, “‘only two or three of some 46
pilots now in development are the tradi-
tional police-action type. The network is
moving toward more comedy and variety
and toward more miniseries and the dra-
matization of best selling books. T believe
you will find that when other networks
make their program plans known you will
see simildr developments in their cases.”

A call for restraint among those who
want less violence on TV came from Dr.
Melvin S. Héller, a psychiatrist who has
worked with violent offenders at the Tem-
ple University Medical Center,
Philadelphia. He objected to research of
those such as George Gerbner of the An-
nenberg School of Communications; Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, that use a too-
broad definition of violence, in his opin-
ion, when counting the number of violent
acts on TV, “In my view, the Gerbner
count, pursued with computerized ac-
curacy, is insensitive to the circumstances
in which the violence is portrayed,” Dr.
Heller said. And in his opinion, some
viclence is good for children to see when
in the context of programs such as Roots,
for example, that provide stroag social
messages. He finds little danger, either in
violence which is clearly in a humorous or
fantasy context.

Gerhard J. Hanneman, of the Annen-
berg School, said parents should have
greater control over children’s TV watch-
ing. He would accomplish that with a
system of ratings—G, PG, R and X—for
all new TV shows, dnd a device he calls a
“blariker”’ A rating would carry with it a
subaudible tone which could activate the
“blanker” installed in the receiver and
preset by the parent—io turn the TV pic-
ture blank for an entire show. In that way,
parents could restrict their childréen’s
viewing to G, PG, or whatever,



Bill providing for five-year license term for radio and TV stations
and exempting all radio stations from ascertainment was in-
troduced in House by Representative Lou Frey (R-Fla). Ranking Re-
publican on House Communications Subcommittee explained in in-
troducing measure Thursday (Feb. 24) that bill is merely vehicle for
his views; he concurs with Chairman Lionel Van Deerlin (D-Calif)
that subcommittée should suspend acticn on "piecemeal” legisiation
during rewrite of Communications Act. New Frey bill (he was author
of license renewal legisiation that died in last Congress} would also:
base renewal on finding by FCC that licensee has been “respon-
sive” to problems, needs and interests of community during preced-
ing license period; change court of review for renewal appeals
from Washington to station’s home district; instruet FCC to look for
ways to cut down on renewal paperwork, especially for smaller mar-
ket stations; require FCC 1o consider different ascertainment pro-
cedures for different size markets.
O

Reports of dedth of movement to unionize National Association
of Broadcasters are premature, organizers say. Legislative counsel
Mike Barry and Virginia Carnahan, special projects writer who was

dismissed effective today (Monday), are working on’ strategy, point -

out there's no time limit on effort. Representative from National Labor
Retalions Board will meet NAB management early this week tg in-
vestigate Ms. Carnahan's unfair labor practice charge (BROADCASTING,
Feb. 14). Petition circulated by another staffer in NAB's broadcast
management office, rejecting union participation, has close to 40
signatures. But organizers are undaunted, say that means more than
40 others aren't committed (they need about 25 yes votes to win
MNLRB-certified election),

O
FCC conference on minority ownership of broadcast stations
and cable TV systems—planned since last October (BROADCASTING,
Oct. 25, 1978) —will be held April 25-26.

O
FCC administrative law judge has propcsed denial of license
renewals to Richard Eaton’s WJMO(AM)-WLYT{FM) Cleve-
land Heights, Ohio. Judge John Cenlin, in initial decision issued
Friday, concluded that licensee repeatedly failed to file time bro-
kerage contracts in accordance with commission regquirements and
had violated equal-time law and fairmess doctrine. Combination of
violations, he said, establishes "monumental record of licensee in-
difference” to commission regulations. He said pattern is same as
that revealed in hearings on renewal of two other Eaton-owned sta-
tions —wraBam) Miami and wookan Washington. In those cases,
renewals were denied. "The same result is p\ain\y called for herg”
Judge Conlin said.

0
As part of frills-cutting operation, some 300 TV sets have been
removeéd from offices of White House aides and shipped back to
owner, Department of Defense. Action doesn't affect some 30 top
aides or press office personnel; News Secretary Jody Powell has
three-set rig, as does Barry Jageda, special assistant for media and
public affairs. President’s Oval Office is without TV, but Mr. Carter has
cne in West Wing hideaway where he does most of his work.

a

President Carter continues to
make good on premise to com-
municate frequently with Ameri-
can people. He held second
televised news conference last
Wednesday, maintaining evéry-
two-weeks pace. And on March 5,
he will participate in. two-hour
call-in show to be broadcast live
B by CBS Radic (see page 28}

- d Meanwhile, TV ratlngs report
on flrst fireside chat—broadcast on Feb, 2, 10-10:20 p.m. NYT—is
in. A. C. Nielsen Co. estimates broadcast had average three-network
rating of 59.5, equivalent to somé 73.5 million viewers in 42.4 million
homes. For comparison: President's oath-taking on Jan. 20 had 35.8
rating {25.6 million homes).

‘is not empowéred to “decide antitrust issues as such"—

ABC, CBS and NBC have lost in two bids to have U.S. District.
Court in Los Angeles throw out Justice Department’s antitrust
suits against them. Judge Robert J. Kelleher denied motion for dis-
missal based on argument that FCC exercises “pervasive” regulatory
authority over network activities in procuring, praducing and dis-
tributing prime-time programing that Justice is challenging. (He con-
ceded that networks' position “poses substantiat question,” but said
Supreme Court decision in RCA case—which holds that commission
is centrol-
ing.J Judge also denied networks' motion for summary judgment.
. O
FCC will host all-day conference March 16 on federal-state-iocal
relations in regulation of cable television.
O
If all goes as planned, report on prototype AM stereo systéems of
Magnavox, Moterola and Belar should ge to FCC before Labor Day
National AM Stereophsnic Commitiee met in Washington last week
to work out testing process. Closed circuit experiments begin May 2
at Atlantic Research Corp. in Washington suburb of Alexandria, Va.,
followed by over-air test of skywave signal at wsz Boston and
greundwave at wiop and wams, both Washington (BroapcasTing, Dec.
8, 1878). Kahri Communicalions Inc. already has submitted pro-
totype to FCC ( BroabrasTing, June 21, 19786).
O
Representative Timothy Wirth (D-Colo), of House Communications
Subcommittee, has urged FCC inquiry into network-station prac-
tices in airing publi¢ service announcements. He supports pro-
posal filed by citizen groups in May (BroabcasTing, May 31, 1876).
O .
Mutual Broadcasting System. enforced lockout of its IBEW (Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) technicians at
Arlington, Va., headquarters last Moaday {Feb. 21). IBEW had advised
network of union's “right to strike” at end of contract period and
refused Mutual's request for advance notice of any strike. Mutual
said it enforced lockout to “protect itself from irreparable damage to
its business and good will" Issue of major concern in contract dis-
pute is jurisdiction in tape rooms. IBEW until now has had exciusive
jurisdiction in physically editing tape; Mutual wants to terminate that
policy.
O
John Blair & Co., New York, reported record revenues in 1875 of
$115,020,000, up 33% from 1875, while net income doubled to
$6,021,000 {$2.50 par share} compared to $2,885,000 (51.20 per
share) in 1875,
D .
CBS-TV President Robert Wussler told Representative John Murphy
(D-N.Y) in letter last week that although acts in Jan. 31 Evel Knieuvel's
Death Defiers "ate rooted ... in traditional circus broadcasts,” pro-
gram was '"an error, inappropriate to this network. Thus we do
not anticipate airing such programs in the future” Publicity that at-
tended CBS showing has prompted spokesmen at ABC and NBC to
say they, too, would not be interested in prime-time sequel.
[}
Harry M. (Chip) Sheoshan, counsel of House Communications
Subcommittes, told participants of second annual Conference on
CATV Reliability, sponsored by Society of Cable Television Engineers
and Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers in Atianta last
week, that he would like more input from engineers on Comi-
munications Act rewrite. “The committee wishes to open dialogue
between the lawyers and the engineers” he said, adding there was
likelihood that engineer would be appointed o cable poition of
rewrite advisory board {BroaDcasTING, Feb. 21).
. =]
Staff changes at Office of Telecommunications Policy: Robert W.
Ross, general counsel, resigns April 2. Larry F. Darby, chief econo-
mist, retires as of last Friday (Feb. 25). Nicholas Miller, staff counsel
to Senate Communications Subcommittes, becomes OTP consultant
tomarrow (Tuesday) (he will return to native Seattle in September).
H]
Goldie Drell Paley, 95 mother of CBS Board Chairman William S.
Faley, died Thursday {Feb. 24) in Palm Beach, Fla. Survivors inciude
daughter, Blanche P Levy, six grandchildren and eight great-grand-

children.
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Top of the Week

Congress s turn
on TV violence

The issue of television violence will be dis-
cussed where it counts this week—in the
shadow of the Capitol dome. Representa-
tive Lionel Van Deerlin’s (D-Calif)
House Communications Subcommittee
will hold a one-day stand that could be the
most important crisis-point yet. As one
slightly shell-shocked broadcaster noted
last week, it’s one thing when PTA’s or
other groups hold hearings in Hartford or
Dallas or Pértland. But when the fight
lands in Washington, things are liable to
get hot.

TV violerice, &t al., has been thrust irito
the national spothght by such groups as
the Americin Medical Association, which
has pressured advertisers to boycott
violent programs, by the National Parent
Teachers Association, which last week
conciuded a series of elght hearings on the
subject; and by the National Citizens
Committee for Broadeasting, whose re-
search made targets of dadvertisers shown
to be the prircipal sponsors of the most-
violent programs. And as if those initia-
tives weren’t enough, the most-récognized
authority on the subject of TV violence—
Di. Geofge Gerbner of the University of
Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School of
Communications—has released a new
violence index purporting to show that the
1976 television season set an all-time
record in that regard.

All those and dthier elements of the
violence roadshow move to the Rayburn
building for hearings this Wednesday
(March 2)—albeit under -Mr. Van
Deerlin’s caveat that they will not lead to
legislation affecting broadcast programing
practices. “‘In no way do we waiit to under-
cut the First Amendment,’ the chairman
said in a news release last week. “‘But we
ars hopeful the hearing will help producers
see the error of their ways when, in fact,
programs are laced with gratuitous sex and
violence.”’

_ Lead-off witness at the event will be Dt.
Gerbner, who will detail the findings of his
latest research. After him, in order, will be
Henry Geller, former FCC general counsel
now with the Aspen Institute Program on
Communications and Society; FCC Chair-
man Richard E. Wiley; National Associa-
tion of Bfoadcasters Presidént Vincent T.
Wasilewski and NAB Chairman Wilson
Wearn (Multimedia Inc., Greenville,
§.C.); John Schneider, president, CBS/
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Broadcast Group, and Van Gordon Sauter,

CBS-TV vice president for program prac-
tices; Robert Howard, president of NBC-
TV, and Herminio Traviesas, NBC-TV
vice president for program standards; Fred
Pierce, president, ABC Teélevision, and
Alfred Schnéider, ABC vice president for
program standards; Peggy Charren, presi-
dent of Action for Children’s Television;
Richard M. Powell, chairman of the farhily
viewing hour committee of the Writers
Guild of America, and William Froug, co-
chairman of the Hollywood Caucus; Ted
Carpenter, National Citizens Committee
for Broadcasting; Professors Bradley
Greenberg and Charles Atkin of Michigan
State University.

More violence
than ever, says
Gerbner’s latest
Annenberg researchers say their
violence index is highest since

inception 10 yeéars ago; much of
the increase was in family time

Dr George Gerbner and his cdlleague,
Dr. Larry Gioss, of the University of
Perinsylvania’s Annenberg School of
Comnunications, who claim to have a
yardstick by WhiCh to measure television
violence, say their calculations show that
the TV networks programed more
violence in 1976 than they have in any of
the years the two researchers have been
compiling their **Violence Profiles)”

The latest such report, issued last week
in anticipation of the appearance of Drs.
Gerbner and Gross before the House
Communications Subcommittee hearings
on TV violence, says the thrée-network
violence index for 1976 was 203.6, as com-
pared to 1967°s 198.7, which was the next
highest score.

The réport says that esach of the net-
works increased its mix of viplence in
1976. The 1975 profile rankings by net-
work remained the same in 1976 with
NBC first with an index of 224, followed
by ABC, 207, and CBS, 181, Compared to
1975, the violence scores it 1976 climbed
by 20 at ABC; 16 at CBS and 23 at NBC.

The fevel of violence took its largest
jump in family viewing time, the report
said. The viclence index for this classifica-
tion climbed at ABC from 121 in 1975 to
197 in 1976; at CBS, from 60 to 101, and
at NBC, from 126 to 138. The authors
commented, “CBS—leader of the family
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hour concept—lifted its two-season lid on
violence during early evening hours,
showing the highest [percentagel] increase
of any network.”

Violent action, part of the composite in-
dex, rose to the hlghest point on record, as
the rate of violent episodes increased from
8.1 per hour in 1975 t0 9.5 in 1976, The re-
port said only the number of killings
declined slightly.

Three quaiters of all TV charactets and
nine out of every 10 programs sampled .
displayed some violence, the researchers
said. They said there was approximately a
10% increase in each of the last two
cdtegories over 1975 programing. _

The report said that the 1976 viclénce
profile confirms previous research’ that
heavy exposure to television violence

“‘cultivates fear and mistrust among
viewers.” The authors said children partlc-
ularIy were affected by television’s

“mean-world syndrome.”’

The report includes 4 series of *‘risk
ratios”” After tabulating the number of
people who commit violence—‘‘the
violents’’—and the number of victims,
the risk ratio is obtained when the larger
of these figures is divided by the smaller.
A plus sign indicates there were more
“violents’’ than victims, a minus indicates
the opposite.

The report said the over-all violent-vie-
tim ratio dropped from —1.25 in 1975 to
—1.06 in 1976, suggesting a possible
decréase in over-all victimization. The pai- -
tern of who ififlicts violence on whom did
not change. For example, women (—1.32)
were more likely to be victims than men
(—1.20), with old {—3.00), poor (—2.25)
ahd single (—1.50) women runmning
éspecially high risks.

The annual violence profile is part of Dr.
Gerbner’s and Dr. Gross’s broader study
of cultural indicators sponsored by theé Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health.

Gerbner



Pierce runs |
head-on at AMA

In letter to its president, head
of ABC-TV challenges studies
and criticism of TV violence

Frederick S. Pierce, the president of ABC
Television, said last week that the Ameri-
can Medlcal Assomatlon s recent attacks
on TV violence were “‘untrue, unwar-
ranted and unrepresentative” of the
AMA’s usual ‘“high standards.”

In a letter to Richard E. Palmer, the
president of the AMA, Mr. Piérce ex-
pressed particular anger at the AMA’s
campaign to urge major corporations to
pull their advertising from viclent shows.
Mr. Pierce said he regarded that campaign
as “‘an implied call for censorship.”

The AMA based its antitelevised-
violence statements (BROADCASTING, Feb,
7) on studies conducted by a TV-commer-
cial-monitoring organization called bi
Associates and by the National Citizens
Committee for Broadcasting, a consumer-
advocacy group. Mr. Pierce libelled these
studies ‘‘undefined and unproven.”’

Mr. Pierce pointed to one éxample of
the ‘“‘mechanical”® nature of the studies.
“In the televised musical variety series
Donny and Marie,’ he said, ‘‘a comedy
sketch wherein Marie jokingly pushes
Donny is counted as a violent action and
given the same weight as a murder scene
in -a theatrical movie on television.” Mr.
Pierce also ridiculed the placing of The
Wonderful World of Disney “‘among the
top third most violent programs’’ by one
of the studies, and a ranking by one of the
comedy-variety Carol Burnett Show
“‘higher in vidlent incidents than the
redlistic dramatic portrayal of the war
novel; ‘Once an Eagle’ ™ In addition he
said, ‘‘the Six Million Dollar Man, a
family-oriented fantasy-adventure pro-
gram, is mechanically and unreasonably
ranked with realistic police programs as
among the most violent shows”’

There’s a split over. the violence-on-TV
issue even among AMA members them-
selves, Mr. Pierce said. To Dr. Michael
Rothenberg’s assertion in the AMA Jour
nal of Dec. 8, 1975, that “*violence view-
ing produces increased aggressive
behavior in the young,” Dr. Roberi M.
Kaplan responded that ‘‘medical profes-
sionals must learn considerably more
about thé relevant research. Censoring TV
is a serious issue.”’ Mr. Piefce also guoted
Dr. Melvin S. Hellet, a Temple University
psychiatrist and ABC consultarit, as say-
ing, ““It is improper and inconsistent with
the high professional standards of the
AMA to act in such a precipitous manner
when the weight of evidence in the social
sciences and medical studiés do not sup-
port the type of political action of the mag-
nitude undertaken by the AMA”’

And, according to Mr. Pierce, Dr, Walter
Menhinger said, ‘It is the adult models
living with childien who determine their
ulttmate violent or nonviolent behavior

Pierce

far more than Kqjak.”

Taking the offerisive, Mr. Pierce said
that “‘programs that may include incidénts
of violence represent a diminishing per-
centage of ABC’s over-all prime-time
schedule. He conciuded his letter by call-
ing on the AMA to “‘join with ABC and
others in the television industry ... in a
meaningful scientific analysis’’

PTA ends hearings
on TV violence
but issue lingers

Familiar critics call for controls;
psychiatrist faults vioclence index;
trends away from acticn are noted

The National Parent Teachers Associa-
tion’s series of regional hearings into the
effects and cures of TV violencé con-
cluded in Los Angeles last week with shrill
calls for reform. Broadcasters, courtering,
called on antiviolence advocates to restrain
themselves.

~ On the antiviolence side was former
FCC Commissioner Nicholas Johnson,
now chairman of the National Citizens
Committee for Broadcasting, who said the
work of NCCB, the PTA, the American
Medical Association and others has shown
that collective action can bring about
change “m spite of establishment power
and greed.”’ The struggle must continue,
however, he said, *‘for many months to
come. Responsible corporate officials have
changed théir policies for good. Unfor-
tunately, the irresponsible outfiumber
them. They will play a waiting game. They
hope we will get bored —eith&r complacent
or discouraged—and go away. We must
not.”’

There was Frank Orine of the National
Association for Better Broadcasting, Los
Angeles, who talked of ““the pldgue of
violence-for-kicks in television’ as ‘‘a
malignant social issue that must be
brought under control’* He urged PTA to
encourage group action. ““You have the
numbers,”’ he said, ‘“to swing a heavy
club® in Congress and at the FCC.

David Rintels of the Writers Guild of
America, West, said the puild supports ac-
tions to decrease violence on television,
largely because less time given to shows
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with physical violence means more time
for writers to explore other material: social
ethical, policial, religious and artistic.
“Most of us,’ hé said, ‘‘yeatn for a
broader, freer, truer canvas on which to
work”’

Appearing in Los Angeles for the broad-
casters was Van Gordon Sauter, CBS vice
president for program practices, who
voiced concern about the antiviolence ad-
vocates who would put themselves or gov-
ernment in the programer’s seat. ““In-
herent in all this—through intent or acci-
dent—is censorship,” he said. “‘All in the
namie of that anonymous television
viewer, who in the minds of the elitists,
lacks the discretion or the discipline or the
insight to know what is best for him .’

Mr. Sauter said the answer to the dilem-
ma—how much violence on TV is just
right—cannot come from science and can-
not be solved by ““heavy-handed pressure
and economic sanctions and government
action.”” What is called for instead, he said,
is “‘reasoned discourse.’”

Also on hand was Roy Danish of the
Television Information Office, a frequent
participant in the PTA series. He said there
is now a trénd away.from violent police
shows and toward newer forms of pro-
grams. “‘In the case of one network, NBC )’
he said, “‘only two or three of some 46
pilots now in development are the tradi-
tional police-action type. The network is
moving toward more comedy and variety
and toward more miniseries and the dra-
matization of best selling books. T believe
you will find that when other networks
make their program plans known you will
see simildr developments in their cases.”

A call for restraint among those who
want less violence on TV came from Dr.
Melvin S. Héller, a psychiatrist who has
worked with violent offenders at the Tem-
ple University Medical Center,
Philadelphia. He objected to research of
those such as George Gerbner of the An-
nenberg School of Communications; Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, that use a too-
broad definition of violence, in his opin-
ion, when counting the number of violent
acts on TV, “In my view, the Gerbner
count, pursued with computerized ac-
curacy, is insensitive to the circumstances
in which the violence is portrayed,” Dr.
Heller said. And in his opinion, some
viclence is good for children to see when
in the context of programs such as Roots,
for example, that provide stroag social
messages. He finds little danger, either in
violence which is clearly in a humorous or
fantasy context.

Gerhard J. Hanneman, of the Annen-
berg School, said parents should have
greater control over children’s TV watch-
ing. He would accomplish that with a
system of ratings—G, PG, R and X—for
all new TV shows, dnd a device he calls a
“blariker”’ A rating would carry with it a
subaudible tone which could activate the
“blanker” installed in the receiver and
preset by the parent—io turn the TV pic-
ture blank for an entire show. In that way,
parents could restrict their childréen’s
viewing to G, PG, or whatever,



Bill providing for five-year license term for radio and TV stations
and exempting all radio stations from ascertainment was in-
troduced in House by Representative Lou Frey (R-Fla). Ranking Re-
publican on House Communications Subcommittee explained in in-
troducing measure Thursday (Feb. 24) that bill is merely vehicle for
his views; he concurs with Chairman Lionel Van Deerlin (D-Calif)
that subcommittée should suspend acticn on "piecemeal” legisiation
during rewrite of Communications Act. New Frey bill (he was author
of license renewal legisiation that died in last Congress} would also:
base renewal on finding by FCC that licensee has been “respon-
sive” to problems, needs and interests of community during preced-
ing license period; change court of review for renewal appeals
from Washington to station’s home district; instruet FCC to look for
ways to cut down on renewal paperwork, especially for smaller mar-
ket stations; require FCC 1o consider different ascertainment pro-
cedures for different size markets.
O

Reports of dedth of movement to unionize National Association
of Broadcasters are premature, organizers say. Legislative counsel
Mike Barry and Virginia Carnahan, special projects writer who was

dismissed effective today (Monday), are working on’ strategy, point -

out there's no time limit on effort. Representative from National Labor
Retalions Board will meet NAB management early this week tg in-
vestigate Ms. Carnahan's unfair labor practice charge (BROADCASTING,
Feb. 14). Petition circulated by another staffer in NAB's broadcast
management office, rejecting union participation, has close to 40
signatures. But organizers are undaunted, say that means more than
40 others aren't committed (they need about 25 yes votes to win
MNLRB-certified election),

O
FCC conference on minority ownership of broadcast stations
and cable TV systems—planned since last October (BROADCASTING,
Oct. 25, 1978) —will be held April 25-26.

O
FCC administrative law judge has propcsed denial of license
renewals to Richard Eaton’s WJMO(AM)-WLYT{FM) Cleve-
land Heights, Ohio. Judge John Cenlin, in initial decision issued
Friday, concluded that licensee repeatedly failed to file time bro-
kerage contracts in accordance with commission regquirements and
had violated equal-time law and fairmess doctrine. Combination of
violations, he said, establishes "monumental record of licensee in-
difference” to commission regulations. He said pattern is same as
that revealed in hearings on renewal of two other Eaton-owned sta-
tions —wraBam) Miami and wookan Washington. In those cases,
renewals were denied. "The same result is p\ain\y called for herg”
Judge Conlin said.

0
As part of frills-cutting operation, some 300 TV sets have been
removeéd from offices of White House aides and shipped back to
owner, Department of Defense. Action doesn't affect some 30 top
aides or press office personnel; News Secretary Jody Powell has
three-set rig, as does Barry Jageda, special assistant for media and
public affairs. President’s Oval Office is without TV, but Mr. Carter has
cne in West Wing hideaway where he does most of his work.

a

President Carter continues to
make good on premise to com-
municate frequently with Ameri-
can people. He held second
televised news conference last
Wednesday, maintaining evéry-
two-weeks pace. And on March 5,
he will participate in. two-hour
call-in show to be broadcast live
B by CBS Radic (see page 28}

- d Meanwhile, TV ratlngs report
on flrst fireside chat—broadcast on Feb, 2, 10-10:20 p.m. NYT—is
in. A. C. Nielsen Co. estimates broadcast had average three-network
rating of 59.5, equivalent to somé 73.5 million viewers in 42.4 million
homes. For comparison: President's oath-taking on Jan. 20 had 35.8
rating {25.6 million homes).

‘is not empowéred to “decide antitrust issues as such"—

ABC, CBS and NBC have lost in two bids to have U.S. District.
Court in Los Angeles throw out Justice Department’s antitrust
suits against them. Judge Robert J. Kelleher denied motion for dis-
missal based on argument that FCC exercises “pervasive” regulatory
authority over network activities in procuring, praducing and dis-
tributing prime-time programing that Justice is challenging. (He con-
ceded that networks' position “poses substantiat question,” but said
Supreme Court decision in RCA case—which holds that commission
is centrol-
ing.J Judge also denied networks' motion for summary judgment.
. O
FCC will host all-day conference March 16 on federal-state-iocal
relations in regulation of cable television.
O
If all goes as planned, report on prototype AM stereo systéems of
Magnavox, Moterola and Belar should ge to FCC before Labor Day
National AM Stereophsnic Commitiee met in Washington last week
to work out testing process. Closed circuit experiments begin May 2
at Atlantic Research Corp. in Washington suburb of Alexandria, Va.,
followed by over-air test of skywave signal at wsz Boston and
greundwave at wiop and wams, both Washington (BroapcasTing, Dec.
8, 1878). Kahri Communicalions Inc. already has submitted pro-
totype to FCC ( BroabrasTing, June 21, 19786).
O
Representative Timothy Wirth (D-Colo), of House Communications
Subcommittee, has urged FCC inquiry into network-station prac-
tices in airing publi¢ service announcements. He supports pro-
posal filed by citizen groups in May (BroabcasTing, May 31, 1876).
O .
Mutual Broadcasting System. enforced lockout of its IBEW (Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) technicians at
Arlington, Va., headquarters last Moaday {Feb. 21). IBEW had advised
network of union's “right to strike” at end of contract period and
refused Mutual's request for advance notice of any strike. Mutual
said it enforced lockout to “protect itself from irreparable damage to
its business and good will" Issue of major concern in contract dis-
pute is jurisdiction in tape rooms. IBEW until now has had exciusive
jurisdiction in physically editing tape; Mutual wants to terminate that
policy.
O
John Blair & Co., New York, reported record revenues in 1875 of
$115,020,000, up 33% from 1875, while net income doubled to
$6,021,000 {$2.50 par share} compared to $2,885,000 (51.20 per
share) in 1875,
D .
CBS-TV President Robert Wussler told Representative John Murphy
(D-N.Y) in letter last week that although acts in Jan. 31 Evel Knieuvel's
Death Defiers "ate rooted ... in traditional circus broadcasts,” pro-
gram was '"an error, inappropriate to this network. Thus we do
not anticipate airing such programs in the future” Publicity that at-
tended CBS showing has prompted spokesmen at ABC and NBC to
say they, too, would not be interested in prime-time sequel.
[}
Harry M. (Chip) Sheoshan, counsel of House Communications
Subcommittes, told participants of second annual Conference on
CATV Reliability, sponsored by Society of Cable Television Engineers
and Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers in Atianta last
week, that he would like more input from engineers on Comi-
munications Act rewrite. “The committee wishes to open dialogue
between the lawyers and the engineers” he said, adding there was
likelihood that engineer would be appointed o cable poition of
rewrite advisory board {BroaDcasTING, Feb. 21).
. =]
Staff changes at Office of Telecommunications Policy: Robert W.
Ross, general counsel, resigns April 2. Larry F. Darby, chief econo-
mist, retires as of last Friday (Feb. 25). Nicholas Miller, staff counsel
to Senate Communications Subcommittes, becomes OTP consultant
tomarrow (Tuesday) (he will return to native Seattle in September).
H]
Goldie Drell Paley, 95 mother of CBS Board Chairman William S.
Faley, died Thursday {Feb. 24) in Palm Beach, Fla. Survivors inciude
daughter, Blanche P Levy, six grandchildren and eight great-grand-

children.
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LearmnngolenceVlaTV

At 15, a Young Viewer May Have Seen
13, 400 Persons Destroyed AMA Fmds

by Jane Bosvelcl

One mght l was mteen EH the time—as I was walk--'
ing home from the fown swimming pool,.| came upon
& crowd of people” huddfed -aroxind the- body of ‘2" |
“youag man: He'd been thrown: from: his motorcycle’.. SRR
o cAtter colliding: with a car: An older man was holding - [
- {he boy's head slightly off the ground and there was a =

small pool ‘of biood under it. Other than that, he; d:dn t

look cut up:1 decided he ‘wasa'{ hurt ‘that bad ‘and

walked hame, thinking that Ben Gazarra looked a Iot
rse oft in the. last episode of "Run For . Your.Life

. His was the ﬁrst time one partic-'
' Tu]ar woinan realized the ‘effect.
television: had on her.- She'd. grown..
up looking at the world through tele- .

vision-coated lenses and suddenly
found that her résctions, her basic

Huitian feelings, bad-been hardened:

by the contimious repetition of  its

portrayal of .the world. Her parents
had: warned her-about. drugs. and...
.dark streets, but they hadnt told

her about TV,

Now, the Amerlcan Medlcal Asso-
cigtion feels it's tinde to start blmk—-_

ing the yellow lights and fet peoplé
know the potential effects of watch-

ing television violence: At their 30th ™

clinical convention; AMA experts ex-
plained the dangers of, and the most

- recent studies in, television v1olence _

"' Oné of the most common effects,

March, 1977 . . o

“show,’ But ‘the

' accordmg to Dr. George Gerbner of L
Umversxty of . Pennsylvama,' L

the _
is “the  mean- ~world’ syndrome.”
“Heavy viewitgof televmon with its

ftéquent; ' Tepetitive - and ritualistic
"demonstratlou of . power through " ..
-Gerbner;

: “generates a sense of risk. ‘Heavy

violénce,”: contends Dr.

viewers tend- to think that"they, will -

éncounter. Vlolence on: @n average"-"-'- o
night much mote than a light viewer - -

of the same $OCiO-eCONOMHE group S
“Heavy “viewers are more likely: to . "
mistrust people: and tend to look at o

the world as'a mean place.”- /- -
In other words, heavy viewers,’

‘those ‘who~ watch: more: than: four..”

hours a day,; have then: emotions .

tampered with by’ some stranger and'

dont tealize it." N
‘Br. Gerbner asoft-spoken leadcr :

-7 SR



in television violence research, be-’

lieves television exercises.too much:

; individuals. “Before a~
power over individuals. “Befor

" child can'even speak, let alone read,

he has absorbed many of the story-:
telling funct_lons of: culture through \

television.” - -
Story telling i is at the heart of the
. socializing process; because: of this;

‘and projected mto thelr deﬁmtlon of
social reality. B :
Combine th1s aspect of telev151o

words, television teaches regardless

its Jessons. -

The average 15 year—oldl £ 'r'ex-'.
ample, has seen__on_ ﬁctzona} enter_—'i
tainment television aloneg, the violent™

destruction. of 13,400 persons. What

 effect does t_}_ns have on his/ her per—’

- sonahty"

efféct on children. Dr. Faye Stoyer

and her associates: studled all* the.

children at a local child development

-screen. Observers who did not know

" the particular purpose of the experi-

_ment recorded “the frequency with

. Wthh each child® engaged in-some.
overt act of aggression: Whenever a -

child kicked, pushed of shoved an-

other child, a note was made. After

this_ initial baseline measure  was

taken, the youngsters. were divided'
‘into two, gioups and for 11 succes.

sivé days; one of thé roups saw
violent cartoons, and the other group

28 -

saw neutra] nonvroient cartoon S

- Circumstances: were 5o arranged;'i
that at the outset,” the two’ groups .
were identical in the amount of ag-:
gression they displayed towards éach: |

-other: Dr.. Stoyer anid her associates’
'observed both groups ‘from behind.
- the one—way screen after the 11- day
_ viewing period. -Again, ‘observers.
. the stories told on.Tv, Dr. Gerbner. -
" contends, ‘are absorbed by viewers

who didn’t: know : which  children -
were being exposed to-which felevis

- “sion’ diet, ‘recorded: every act ‘of '
L aggression: They found that the chil:
“drent exposed_ to violent cartoans be-
“with violence;. which:Dr: Gerbuer. "
‘defines as a meéans to generate either:
“fear-or aggression (or both) to'make.
- people’ compilant and you have the -
- basis for a “tribal rehglon {tHat con--,
trols ~its- members by - stricturing.
their . cognitive reality:” In. " other.

came more ‘aggressive ‘and violent

‘Among themseives than dld the neti-
“tral cartoon. viewers.:

:Dr. Stoyer,. in fact took the ex-"
perlment one ':ste v fiirther. - At the
béginning" of e 'eXpenment 'she
matched: the students’ into: pairs’ so-

“thiat ‘there was: & mildly aggressive
of whether viewers’ are consc10us of-;

child- who saw the _vtoIent TV car=’

: ";'toons, matched ‘with a child of sim-.
ilar temperament, who watched the

fieutral” cartoons For every: one of

‘the pairs, the child who had been ex-

posed to.Tv, violerice Wwas. not; orlg-
inally, but became:the more ‘inter-

. _personally physmaliy aggresswe of
One experiment done at the Uni-" o :

versity “of " North Caroliria, found .-
television violence to have a definite -

the pair. : :
“'Dr.-Robert Llebert of the State'
University “of New York,” Stony
Brook, who explained. Dr. Stoyer’s
experlment at the AMA eonventlon

_ - used'it as one example of many’ X
. cenfer_ from_ behind. 2 oné-way’

perimerifs that pt‘oduced sumlar con-'
clusions. ) "

“MOSt mdmduats exposed to tele— )
vision, violence,” ‘says Dr" Liebert,
“will - show a degree of emotional
arousal “‘that ~¢an - be* measured_ _
through - gaIvaruc skm ‘Tesponses, .
facial’ expressmns and-‘a variety of’

“other techniques, but. the: eiff_e_ct 1s

almost always short-lived.”
" Data showing long-ferm’ effec of :

watching TV violence are rare. but

Drs. L Roweli Huesmann and

Smence Drgest._



g The ‘psychologists’ 1nterv1ewed each

;'.j ':ness at age: 19 was dlrectly and sig-
-,g__mﬁcant}'y- related to the amount o

. .':..Iectué,l é,bﬂi y, or paren 5’ bel aviors.

- Through imitation,” say the. psychol—

__‘:'OngtS, “the chﬂd appeared to learn

eonard D Eron both of the Um-'."_
Uversity.Jof. Ilhnpls,:conducted one

5 studY with' moré than 400 students"”
" ii‘a raral upstate New:York county:

Although mcreased aggresswe be-_-' s
:havwr ‘resulted: for:-boys ~who
”_watched vmlent telewsnon, gzrls be- -
+ havior:didn’t seem’ to" be -affected.
-Drs.; Hugsmann -and: Eron. expla' :
+HGirls are: socxahzed 1o suppress: ‘ag-
" gression and not to expressiit openly "
‘—a. training" that: ¢ould: inhibit their -

f modehng of the: hlghly phystcal ag-

. gression shown on television:: It is.".
Iso. true that most ‘gitls are: better | |
“able to dzstmguxsh fantasy fromite- -
-'ahty than ‘are boys; and perceive TV_

a$ less realistic than do boys Wesus-
L pect; however, that the major reason.. -
“for the sex difference was the almost
otal lack of aggresswe female mod—_f'___

| really say somethmg
2 pof somethmg else: Eve
| oratory

o __plaumble smg!e factor. in. gettmg

“{-and asks’ questions-that a ‘short-

ib: - miony. stein from the chﬁd’s ‘delin-
'controlled condl- g
| tions, scientists will® sy the oSt

'plamed m our. story is one of the -
unportant ‘of the research

° portant “partially because it was
“conducted-over: a ten-year: penod_'

§ term expenment would: have httle

squency?: “Even in - a longitudinal:
“field- study,” says: Dri Huesmann, |

e

. lt'lS nnpossxble toanswer. such:;

16l -study, resea.rchers knew tele- |
vision left short- term effects on in-
dividuals; but not. rit pro- |
duced any lastmg ories. Now, w1 h;:
longltudmal studles, smentlsts are |
2'_:dtscovermg ‘that. certam eﬁects =1
“notably incredsed ¥,
last ahfetlme S

3 .Mar_e':h,'_]g??_:. .




TV ‘Who Can Get Away wuth What'r

':onienee on: telewsm
- that in mowes or-books: beeause
~television'iis "a very: différent me-

- dium. It is accessible from cradle to
grave;. you don’t have to-go any-:

where to see it and: you dom’t even_f,.-
t - pollution’ is ‘& part of the total or-:

Cinesd 104 know ‘how toread:

:.comes home to all classes: and':‘
“groups éverywhere in. the mdus____:__only of, t_he chernlstry of air and:
| triafized -world,. And it is ‘used -
“onselectively: most pesple Watch'
-by the clock; not by the proﬁram,

“and:-‘the Tv clock is on" over six.
in the real world, for example, are

- hours a day in the average U.S.

_:‘_household Television is like the

environment; it's everywhere and'-:- :
“yision. v, like all storytelimg,_'

1 its indivisible;

Its; world v1ew and its: Values are.-..

2'_"Irnp11(:1t in’ ‘the: total! programmmg
' ' functm]:ls

'power works in soclety, and who

"-Excerpted with. permzsszon fmm the .
Impuct séctioni of American Medical
_ 13, 1976. Copyright,
"-1976 Amencan Meci:cal Assocaatwn

. News,. Dec:

unhke
Aisolated: programs.: To; analyze TV
< violence;: one: Has 'to examirie the’
_distribution of values and power in:
. the entire world of:television; not:

i water

‘can get away Wlth what

structure, not on]y i mdwzdual- i

merely in violent programs—just as

ganization of  industry .and not

 Television” reﬂects the: v101ence.
of the real world. selectxvely .The:§
leading causes of injury and death

highway, and mdustrlal acc1dents :
but we . rarely 'see those on tele-

presents forms of. violence . that:
best serve its dramatic and. soc:al 1
1t - demonstrates. how..

: ---Dr Georoe Gerbner

“ai ony iﬁ‘z%o“ When fe'rﬁ'alé's‘did'
- -appear in‘aggressive scenes; :they.”

“wWeére' almost dlways ViCUInS, no ‘ag-
-'.greqsors -- o

promotes
. power:",

Telewswn viclence makes

 ‘certain groups of people more-com-
.pliant;” says Dr. Gerbner, “by sug-

- ‘gesting:they have niore to fear.

“that they ‘have ‘higher tisks” than"_l_
“otherigroups ‘of -people. Females, -
. children, . Tower-class;: foreign,:.and:
:nonwhite chadracters- ‘of both s sexes:

_and older women, are. more likely
to fall. vietim .
; petrators of vrolence

As 3 result, these groups of v1c-:

~ timns seek protection,:’

. than to be per-

groups of people are askmg, need—

“ing, and demanding. protection from.

~the EUIhOl’ltiES as a way . of escaping

: -._Ihelr own- somewhat synthetrcally-.
--gefierated  feelings  on " inséciirity,”

- Her spOSltlon that television violence

‘a soc¢ial- hierarchy ~ of -

says Dr. Gerbner, “this ‘has individ-
ual, psychological and social ‘impli-
‘cations. I'm glad to. see responsible:
scientifie organizations Tike the aM4
concerned about it. We need to have:
“national . policy: based on rel:able'
objective information.” '

Toward" this goel the AMA zs'

'.workmg “with. “other organizations

and-dispersing “various. inforination

‘on the dangers of television violence

to the public;in an effort to alert’

: viewers -and ‘make ‘the: anonymous_
“teacher accourtable for its actions:
‘Whenp lerge_._ e T

Seience Dig‘é'si
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N@iwm% TV %@5@5@59 A Neu Remrd

" By Tam Skales

_leence on netwurk television in--

“¢reased in 1976 and reached its high-
‘est level in almost 10 years, according

to a study released yesterday by re-

searchers at the University of Penn-

sylvania’s Annenherg School of Ccm- i

munications.

While depicted %illings “declmed
slightly” Iast wyear, the so-called
“Violence Profiie” found ~fhat the

number of violenf incidents on TV .~

: rose from &1 per hour in 1975 to .95

.per hour in 1976, The -amount of
“violent action” measured rose “to the
hwhest _point on record " the survey
sald

-Release of the study was timed to
‘ preface hearings on sex and vielence
in television to be held Wednesday by
the House Subcommitiee on Commu-
. .nications. Dr. George ‘Gerbner, dean
.,* of the Annenberg School and one of

i . thosewho daveloped the proﬁle will

<bé& among those tesm“:vmg mmng the
v-long session.
preszdents af ABC CBS and

“Release ‘of the study was

timed. to. preface hearmgs on .
sex and violence in televi-
“sion to be }}eld Wednesday‘

by the House Subcammlttee * National Citizens

" Broadcasuxng (NCCB), a Washington-

“on Commumeanons.

NBC—Frederick §. “Plerce, John A,
Schnelder ard Robert T. Howard—

will aiso face questioning at ‘the hear- |
ings, which are being held as pressure -
groups step up efforis to reduce tele- .

vision violence. —

sthe level of vioienice increased most
during the Family Hour period insti-
tuted by the networks in alliance with
the National Association-of Broadeast-

o ers (P«AB} and subqequently struck 2

f." N

_down as unconst1tut10nal by a US.

District Court In Los Angéles.

" .NBC was found to be the madst vie-

1éat network, with ABC second and
CBS third. These rankings were the
same in the 1975 profile and also oor-
respond to the Tesult of a separate TV

“‘monitoring project conducied by the

" Commiites for

based group currently in the forsfront

"of the antiviolence campaign. An

NCCB spokesman will testixv at Wed-

- nesday’s hearing. -

The stitdy also found that’ women,
children and nonwhites were the char-
acter typeés most likely to be the vic.
tims of violence and least likely to
commit it in TV programs. Heavy

. - viewing of television and its vielent
Gerbner will present hlS findings to -
the eommiitee, The' study found fthat -

programs promotes feelings of “fear
.and mistrust” -about reallife society,

- according to the survey.:

Children, it was found, wers ‘es-
pecially vulnerable” toc a TV view of
the world ‘as a hostile and dangemus
envxrsnment
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RADIO-TELEVISION

TViolence Up:
‘Mean World'
New On Index

Violence on network tv last year
was at its highest level since 1967,
according to an annual violence
profile drawn by researchers at the
Annenberg School of Communi-
cations at the U. of Pennsylvania.
Chief researchers are Dr. George
Gerbner and Dr. Larry Gross. The
compilation, begun in 1967, is part of
a study of cultural indicators
backed by the Institute of Mental
Health.

Gerbner and Gross are sche-
duled to present their findings to the
House Communications Subcom-
mittee March 2.

Leader in network depiction of
violence was NBC,; the study found,
as it was in 1975. ABC and CBS
followed in that order.

The biggest jump in violence, ac-
cording to the study, was in family
hour, with CBS leading the way in
boosting its violence there, though
ABC still had the most family hour
violence. In weekend kidvid, NBC
was the leader, as it was in late
primetime.

The study has set up a “mean
world syndrome,” which it saysis a
collection of suspicions, fears and
mistrust encouraged by tv violence.
It was said that all people may be
affected by the phenomenon, but
children are most affected.
Children, along with non-whites and

women, are most likely to be vie-|

tims of tv violence.

The study also found that there is
less sign of "mean world syn-
drome” among those who watch tv
for two hours-a day or less as com-
pared to those who watch for four or
more, regardless of age, sex, in-
come or education. But tv viewing
habits appear not to have affected
black “‘mean world’’ attitudes, with
that group showing a high rate with-
out regard to how much tv-they
watch.

Mandh 2, 1977
VARIETY

Monte Carlo TV Festit
Has Its Eyes On

Monte Carlo, March 1.

The Monte Carlo International
Television Festival (Feb. 8-19), in
its 17th-year, drew entries from 33
countries, as against 24 in 1976. This
spurt in importance fits in well with
the plans of the organizers, who are
now openly talking about boosting
the fest’s sidebar activity as a pro-
gram market, and also as a display
and sales occasion for production
hardware.

Target date for these commer-
cial trimmings is February 1979,
-when the event will run for the first
time in Monte Carlo’s new conven-
tion centre, which is due for com-
pletion in the fall of next year.

This year’s meeting helped to bet-
ter define the nature of the Monte
Carlo festival, which has now found
its way between the predominance
inthe light entertainment field of the
Golden Rose competition at Mon-
treaux, Switzerland, and the Prix
Italia prestige event for television
drama.

Program quality in every cate-
gory this year was high, in the opin-
ion of jurors and critics.

The . prize list included several
surprises, particularly the failure of
the U.S. series "Roots” to gain
either an award or'even a jury men-

By TED CLARK
tion in the drama section.

Warner Bros. is currently mar-
keting the production in European
territories on a highest bidder
auction basis, and the cold shoulder
at Monte Carlo will have done
nothing to push up- offers for the
David L. Wolper eight-part series.

Prince Rainier’s Views

Prince Rainier of Monaco's

desirethat selection of programs for

‘the Monte Carlo festival should be

inspired by opposition to the spread
of violence throughout the world ob-
tains solid support from tv execs.
Francis Essex, director of pro-
duction at Britain’s indie ITV net-
works, summed up: “We support
Monte Carlo because we like the
ideas behind the festival. We con-
sider it important that the Prince is
making a stand against unneces-
sary violence on television. We ap-
prove of the encouragement given
to programs dealing with the
defense of nature and protection of
the ecology. We like the guality of
the programs shown, and we think
highly of Nadia Lacoste, Louis
Blanchi and the organizing com-

 mittee for the way things are run.”

The 15 companies that make up
Britain’s ITV network were heavily
represented by leading executives

at Monte Carl
in their honor
during which
spoken by a
written by Col
piled by Frar
formed.

The 50-mim
narrated in F
mini-masterpi
sent were Bri
Lumley, of !
Avengers'' s
Waterman,
Sweeny."” Rob
ly playing Prin
ward the Sever
ITV ]

Brian Tesle
of London We
chairman of t
vision Progra:
reckoned tha
becoming on«
three televisic
ITV would con
guality occasi
ly commercia
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ABC Has Ist Shot
At Future ‘Roots,’
Vane Tells Acad

Future spinoffs or sequels to Alex
Haley’s 'Roots” will most likely
wind up on ABC-TV, accordmg to
web v.p. and nanonal program
director Edwin T. Vane. He told
Variety after a luncheon address
last week that the network has first
refusal, via ‘‘Roots’” producer
David Wolper; on the current Haley
book-in-progress in which the

author will tell how he condueted his

‘Family’ Renewed

ABC-TV has renewed “Family”
o “afford maximum lead-in time
for production,”:the web said.

The Mike Nichols, Spelling-Gold-
berg hour series starring Sada
Thompson and James Broderick
has been number one in its 10-11
p.m. time slot against CBS’ “Ko-
jak” and NBC!s “Police Story,”
with a consistent 33 share. Overall it
ranks in the middle thirties of
primetime shows. This month, the
series will take a rest while ABC
tests-“Westside Medical” for a pos-
sible schedule berth next season.
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By JERRY T. BAULCH _
Washington (AP) — George Ger-
. bner, dean of the Annenberg School of
Communications at the, University of

- Pennsylvania, told a Congressional
.panel yesterday that TV violence has
increased “in all categories including

‘family viewitz' and children's pire- ;
h - =4 PRI -

~different

Gerbner was the leadoff witnessin a

. hearing by the House cornmunications

subcommittee to find out what can be

" done to curb TV violence. Industry of.

ficials were asked to express the1r

*i views..

-Richard E. Wliey, chalrman of the
Federal Cormmunications = Commis-
sion, said it was “‘disheartening and

disturbing”. to learn from Gerbner’s

newest annual _report that despite
steps the-broadcasters have taken, TV
violence is not decreasing.

But Wiley said he still believes it

would not be ‘‘desirable or appropri-

"ate to substitute government censor-

ship-for our system of private broad-
casting, whatever its human failings
and weaknesses."” -

- THE SUBCO’VIMITTEE was told by

Vmcent T. Wasilewski, president of
‘the National Association of Broad-
casters, and Wilson C. Wearn, presi- X

dent of Multimedia Inc: and chairman

-of the NAB's Joint Radio and Tele-. .

vision Board, that they will work to

reduce v v:olence to an acceptable_-

level.:

appear {rom the TV screen because it

is a part of life, and to remeove lt; x

would warp that view..: S

Gerbner said all three netwarks in- .
" ereased televised violence in 1976 but -
stayed in the same order of rank as in :

1975, with NBC the highest in violent

'ccmtent AB_C__second and CBS third, -

* JOHN A. SCHNEIDER president of
the CBS-Broadcast Group, presented a .
than ' Gerbﬂer’ g |

-picture
study.

. "*Our monitoring,” he said “clearly
demonstrates 2 decline in the number

- of incidents of violence in CBS prime -
. time, dramatic programming. For the
-last fall season -—1875-76 — there was

a 36 percent decline in the number of

“such mmdents over the previous sea-
I 5011

 BULLETIR

. gram time on all three networks.”

Both, sazd tfat vnolence will not dis ;

[ a'._-‘ o |
MAR g wrr

“Qur preliminary figures for this
season show that we have maintained

- this same low level,”

- Robert T, Howard, president of NBC
telews:on network, said NBC expects
to reduce the number of hard-action |
shows from its prime-time schedule |
and will continue to evaluate afl pro- i
grams.

Frederick S. Pierce presndent of | !
ABC telev;swp, outlmed what his net. |
work is doing to eliminate violence, ;

.but said it will not disappear altogeth.,

er. He cited the case of ABC's success-|
ful showing of “Roots” and said it
would have been impossible to deplct
slavery mthout pc;rtravals of Vio-,
!ence ' : a
i




TV Violence Spurs Fear,

Gerbner Tells Congress

Special to the Daily Pennsy(vanian

WASHINGTON-Television violence
is at its highest level since 1367 and

people who view much ielevision

drama display a more intense sense of
“personal risk” than others who don’t
watch as much TV, Annenberg School
of Communications Dean George
Gerbner. told a House subcommitte
probing sex and violence in television
here Wednesday.

Gerbner testified as. the .lead-off

witness in a day-long hearing hield by
the House Subcommittee on Com-
munications, chaired by Rep. Lionel
Van Deerlin -(D-Cal.).- The sub-

committee is exploring the impact of

violence and sex on the social
behavior of television viewers, with
an eye toward possible changes in
communications legislation or
regulation. -

The Annenberg study on which
Gerbner reported was based on an
examination of violent acts . in
dramatic programs on the three
commercial networks during the fall
of 1976. It wasthe latest in a series of
similar studies conducted by Gerbner,
Annenberg professor Larry Gross and
other associates on the Annenberg
faculty. :

The study found that 90.percent of
the programs
violent acts, up from 80 percent in a

Mard, 3,577

cooperative programs ‘‘are the best

sampled contained "

similar study in 1975. Murders in
television drama declined slightly
from the 1975 study, however Gerb-
ner reported.

The portrayal of violence on
television, Gerbner told the com-
mittee, creates an “‘iniquitous social
hierarchy” in which white men are
most often the perpetrators of
violence, while children, women,
lower-class persons and blacks are
disproportionately represented
among the victims of aggressive acts. -

One hundred percent of the
children’s cartoons surveyed con-
tained acts of violence, Gerbner said.
He added this situation presents a
particular cause for concern since
children become ‘““more imbued” with
a view of reality created by television -
than do adults. ‘

Questioned as to whether violence in
cartoons had as serious an impact as
violence in legitimate drama,Gerb-
ner ‘‘said Annenberg researchers -

-were “‘satisfied that humor is a most

effective. way of conveying a
message.”’

In late 1974, the television industry
responded to studies by Gerbner and
other evidence of the dangerous social
impacts of television violence by
establishing the Family Viewing
Hour.

{Continued on page 7)

the best of our Knowledge wnat ®

Annenberg

{Continued from page 1)

Under this concept, the networks
agreed to abide by a code established
by the National .Association of
Broadcasters (NAB), which dictated
that - only programs suitable for
viewing by children would be shown
between 8:00 and $:00 P, M.

Last fall, U.S. District Court Judge

Warren Ferguson in Los Angeles
ruled that the establishment of the
Family Viewing concept was un-
constitutional.

Pressure exerted upon the networks -

and the National Association of
Broadecasters by Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC)
Chairman Richard Wiley, Ferguson

ruled, constituted government par- -

ticipation in the regulation of program
content in violation of the First

Ammendment’s guarantee of
Freedom of the Press. The FCC is
now appealing the decision.

Pressed by Rep. Louis Frey (R--
Fla.) to take a position on the con-

* stitutionality of federal regulation of
programming, .Gerbner demurred, ,

saying he was appearing before the -
committee “only as aresearcher.” -
- However, he said the data in. the
Annenberg study do not indicate that
the Family Viewing Hour has had any
particular remedial effects.
Television has “‘a powerful formative
effect,” Gerbner said. “It cultivates a
set of assumptions about the world.”
Gerhner reported, however, that
changes in programming policy do
seem to be followed by changes in
social behavior.



D S researcher

TV violence ;rlsmg sh

WASHINGTON (AP)

— Broadcast . executives

testified Wednesday that

they are working hard to

reduce violence depicted
~on television but a noted
researcher on the subject
. said TV violence has in-
- creased sharply. -~

George Gerbner, dean
of the Annenberz School
of Communications at the
University of Pennsylva-

“'pia, said TV violence has
“in all categories ..

increased
including *family viewing’
and chidren’s program
time on all three net-
“works.”

Gerbner was the 1eadoff
~ witness in a hearing by
* the House of Representa-
tives communications sub-
committee to find out
what can be done to curb
TV violence. Industry offi-
cials were asked to express
their views,

| Dzsmrbmg news
Richard Wiley, chair-

.man of the Federal Com- -

- munications Commission
- {FCQ), said it is “dishear-
tening and disturbing” to
learn from Gerbner’s new-
“est annual report that TV
violence is not decreasing
~ despitz steps the broadca-
. sters have taken.

But Wlley said ‘he still
* believes it
“desirable or appropriate

to substitute government
censorship for our system {7

“of private broadcasting,
whatever' its human fail-
ings and weaknesses.”

The subcommittes was [}
told by Vincent Wasilews- &

‘ki, president of the Na-
" tional
Broadcasters, and Wilson
Wearn, president of Mul-
timediz Inc. and -chairman
of the NAB’s Joint Radio
and Television Board, that

they will work to reduce
TV violence to an accept- g

able level.

Both of them said that &
violence will not disappear
from the TV 'screen be- g

would not be

Association of E

'Says

cause it 1s a part of life -

and to remov‘e, it would
warp that view,
Several of the wit-

nesses—including Wiley

and executives of NBC,
CBS and ABC—said par-
ents must have a role in

- monitoring what their chil-
dren see and cannot dele-

gate this reponsibility
entirely to broadcasters.

Picture differs

Gerbner said
networks
violence
stayed in the same order
of rank as in 1975 with
NBC the highest in viclent
content, ABC second and
CBS third.

John Schneider, presi-

TELEVISION

dent of the CBS Broadcast
Group, presented a differ-
ent picture than Gerbners

study. R A .

- “*Qur momtormg,- hc
sa:d “clearly demonstrates

“a declme in the number of

PRI .....:.._'_-.-.., vl D

all three
increased TV
in 1976 bur

P.

|

|
|

arply’

,mcndcnts of violence in

CBS prime time, dramatic
programming. For the last
fall season—1975-76-—
thére was a 36-per-cent
decline in the number of
such incidents over the
previous season, .
“*Our preliminary fi-
gures for this season show
that- we have maintained
_this same low level” ..
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