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CREATING CRITICAL TELEVISION VIEWERS FACT SHEET

* "Greating Critical Viewers” iz a notionwide tolovigion literacy project offering fraa
educational materizl to secondsry school teachara with the objective of developing
students who are mars discriminating viewers. Funding for the project comws from
the National Academy ang the Pacific Mounlain Network. NATAS chapters around
the country are participating in introdusing this program in their communitias.

* The program’s 10 lesson plans concentrate on television’s different companents,
and provide an oppartunity te explore major concerns of parents snd educators.
Lasson plans include:

- How enfertainment and news pregrams gre produced

- How the madium influences faalinge about ourselves and others

- How to evaluate comtent and differentiate fact from opinion
and fantasy from  realily

- Howv to idantify atereotypes portraycd on television -

- How to recognize distortions and risks of imitatien producad
by TV'e poartrayale of vinlenca.

- How 10 understand the ways television may influence soclal customs, elhics
and morality, and confront possible anti-social value reflected on TV

The currlculum wes writien by Drs. Jerome and Darothy Singer, directors of the
Family Television Rgsearch Center at Yala University. A 70 minute vidso degling with
8 of tha subjects covered i3 also avaliable and is copywille exempi.

* Tha Phiiadelphia Chapter has worked with the Philadciphiz School District to set
up a "Critical Viewing® pilet progrem at the Peirce Middie Sechoel as a first stap in
implemanting this surriculum on o much wider basis.

* A “Critical Viewing " Teleconference featuring Di. Dorothy Singer was produced by
tha School District of Philadelphia in cooperation with NATAS, This program linkad
teachers in Philadeighia, Washington, 0.C., Dallas and New York City. An editsd
version of the taleconfarence will run In rotation en the Philadeiphla School District
cable channels starting November 1, and is also avallabie for similar use by the other
districts who participated.,
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