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which will build up the What happens when the ter­
psychological profile of the per- rorist wants media attention or
son we're dealing with. There is a wants someone in the media to
rapport in New York because negotiate?
we're used to dealing with so He may want Joe Blow because
many people from the media. he feels that if Joe Blow is there

But there are many smaller the cop is not going to blow him
police departments that are un- away. Four years back you had the
able to cope when 35 or 40 mem- case with Chris Borgen of CBS.
bers of the media are thrust upon He went up to 135th Street and
them. That happened in New Fifth Ave. where two guys held
Rochelle. It was an overwhelm- 42 people hostage in a bank. They

, ing situation. There was a lack of requested Chris Borgen because
understanding because there was they felt that Chris would look out
a lack of experience in dealing for their safety. He went into the
with so many people, The police bank before the negotiating team
department took an awful scold- was there, Today we would not
ing from the media. They called have permitted him to go in, We
them inept. I think the media felt would permit him to be seen by
hurt and that's why they snapped the perpetrator, so he is aware he
back at the cops, , is at the scene. But we will not let

him in,

The same thing happened with
ABC's John Johnson this year,
We told him we'd meet him on the
corner of 109th and Madison.

When we got there, Johnson
wasn't there, We found out later

that Johnson had gone right to the
scene. He was drawn, almost like
a magnet, to the door and the next
thing you know he was inside.
After about one and a half hours

listening to the perpetrator,
Johnson realized he was no longer
a mediator or negotiator - he was
a hostage. We had to get him out.

Have you talked to him since
then? Does he regret what he
did?

Oh yeah. He'll never do it
again. He's a believer in the pro-

gram. It's like a cop wearing a
bulletproof vest. He thinks he's
superman. He doesn't realize his
vulnerability. He can get shot in
the leg and bleed to death in three
minutes. Many times the news
media people seem to feel that the
cloak ofthe media is going to pro­
tect them. But when you're deal­
ing with a violent psycho, you're
just what he wants. You cannot
negotiate from inside. If you're
inside you're out ofthe ballgame.
It's like going into tear gas with­
out a mask.

What about the situation

where the guy just wants atten­
tion?

Ninety per cent of the time
these things are attention-getting
devices. These are the losers, the

TV NEWSMEN SPLIT ON AIR TIME FOR TERRORISTS
In the wake of the Kiritsis and Hanafi terrorist incidents,

MORE queried television newsmen around the country to deter­
mine if individual stations are drafting ethical codes to guide their
news coverage. The answer seems to be "No:' But those inter­
viewed expressed some pointed, and often contradictory, opin­
ions.

Jim Warren, Reporter, KPHO-TV, Phoenix.
"The one basic guideline is that the media work closely with the

authorities. No one tries to circumvent what the authorities want.

We pretty much accede to what the authorities want."

Lou Rothbart, News Director, KTLA-TV, Los Angeles.
"If the media doesn't play an adversary role, the police might

take justice further than they should. When we're covering a hos­
tage story, police violence is not our first concern at the height of
it, but it is one of the other elements. When the police say, 'We
don't want you guys around; my first thought is 'What are they
going to be doing in there?'''

Gene Strul, News Director, WCKT-TV, Miami.
"I'm not awed by the police. Cops have made lots of wrong de­

cisions. Judges and cops are no more qualified to make decisions
as to what we should cover than any other human being. We
should reserve the right to make our own decisions."

Phil Nye, News Director, WXYZ-TV, Detroit.
"We will definitely send our cameras to a hostage or terrorist

situation. During the 1967 riots in Detroit, the city asked radio and
TV stations to suppress their coverage, and everyone went along
with it. That was a terrible mistake."

Wayne Vriesman, News Director, WGN-TV, Chicago.
"I will never black out a story. That would lead the public to

think that we will black out other major stories. I would draw the
line, though, at passing on police plans to a terrorist, but I can't say
flat out that I would follow police requests."

Virgil Dominic, News Director, WJW-TV, Cleveland.
"Our primary concern is to cooperate fully with the cops, We

used to cover terrorists with live cameras, but we've since changed

our policy. Live coverage encourages the taking of hostages.
Competition has replaced judgment in covering these stories and
we are starting to lose control to the terrorists."

Fred Cowley, Managing Editor, KOOL-TV, Phoenix, Arizona.
"I'm sure grandstanding occurs. In some cases coverage serves

as a steam valve. Perhaps it reduces some of the terrorist's hostil­
ity."

Dave McCormick, News Director, WKYC-TV, Cleveland.
"'Control' is the key word in ally discussion of this kind. We
cannot let the subject control the coverage. Once a station loses
control over what is on the air, the station ceases to be responsi­
ble."

Bob Ferrante, News Director, WGBH-TV, Boston.
"Coverage of terrorists is done to titillate the audience. It's yel­

low journalism on television. The news departments justify the
coverage by saying that 'news is news; and the sales department is
thrilled to death."

Tom Becherer, News Director, WWJ-TV, Detroit.
"There is a difference, I think, between the public's right to

know, and the public's right to know everything."

Dr, George Gerbner, dean and professor at the Annenberg School)
of Communications, University of Pennsylvania.

"The most pervasive effect of broadcast violence is not the imi­
tation of violence, but the spreading of intimidation, of the fear of
victimization. Terror can only succeed if the act is conveyed to the
audience whose behavior the terrorists are seeking to influence.
The media, in conveying the terror, are cooperating. This makes
them accomplices. If terror were not conveyed by the media, this
fear of victimization would not be so pervasive. The press is di­
rectly responsible."

Garry Ritchie, News Director, WEWS-TV, Cleveland.
"Kooks will find a way of being anti-social no matter what you

do. I don't believe that one hostage incident begets another. These
things are going to occur whether or not there are TV cameras
around to cover them."



June 3, 1977

Dr. George Gerbner
ANNENBERG SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS

University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA.

Dear Dr. Gerbner,

I am enclosing the most recent
issue of MORE for you. I thought ~u
would be interested in MORE's survey
flTVNewsmen Split on Air Time Coverage,lI
for which your were interviewed.

The editors of MORE welcome

your questions and comments.

,.~,~Cordia 11y")"

Deede Dickson
Promotion Director

40 WEST 57TH STREET. NEW YORK, NY 10019 (212) 757-3040



















TV's climate
of violence

By SAUL' KAPEL, M.D;

From time toUme, I have shared with you my ~
co.ncerns about t~e high amount of violence associated ~
wIth TV entertamment- and news shows. Recently" a tn
study by the Annenberg School of Communications.at ­
the University of Pennsylvania confirmed,' that last- ..;J

season was the most violence-filled since 1967, when c::

the rese~rchers under Prof. George Gerbnerbegatito gg

measure violence during evening hours and §aturd'ay tie
morning cartoons. "Jl1o;,

Gerbner, defines violence as "physical' force' that ~'
actually hurts or kills or compels action against one's' c...

will on pain of being hurt or killed." It is a conserv- c::

ative definition, and does not include many forms of ~'emotional pain or trauma.
Gerbner pointed out' thilt the available evidence 4

suggests that violence, in a humorous or fantasy con,'.-

text" wh"e~her in ? SHuat~o,n ~Ome,dYorin ~ c,a,rtoon, ;may be Just as mfluentlal mthe, perceptions of a :l
person as so-calletj realistic or serious' expressions' of­
mayhem. The explosions, the blows; the pratfalls of
the' cartoons' and comedies are no less influential in
determining attitudes than', the actions, of sh{)w~busi"
ness cops and cowboys.

Gerbner's atialysisof TV programming,whichhe:
presented to a congressional subcommitteethis':~
spring, was matcheg by a stat~ent by ])r,>Ro~rt;
Stubblefiel(l, a psychiatrist whO spoke for the Ameri. '
can Medical Association. Stubbleffeiddeclared:.'~Al"
though disagreements exist amongsomeinvestigawrs"
in this area, the AMA believes the weight of the
scientific evidence points to a relationship 'between
TV· violence and increased aggressive behavior. in
some YO~thful viewers .. , , .

I don't want to imply that TV is responsible for all
of the violence in our country, and I don't believe
other critics of the medium or organizations pUShing
for reform:in programming bla~~':fY:C'l{clusively.

~Buf T tMnK ifS>fair toPbmt oU't7"that TV fare
tendst(jcreate:~tneimpression' that. physical violence
is an acceptable and common technique for dealing
with problems. One can argue that movies did the
same, but movies never achieve the pervasive influ­
ence of our electronic entertainment.

Some defenders of current programming will reply
that TV only gives viewers what they want. Ldefiy ,

•this, and answer that one great danger of TV is that it
can shape ,tastes and influence people to seek the
types Qfshows ~tpr.oduces. ! •

Until genuiile reform in programmirhloccurs, p~r­
ents should indicate to children that telEivision's
presentation of the symbolic world is a distorted one,
not an accurate re!1ection of reality. Parents must
also seek to instill values that subg,titute ca,ring, coop­

:;eration and respect as ways to settle probl~ms"fHther "

{~han through violence.









































July 15, 1977

Mr. James Weinstein

Editor, In These .:rimes
1509 N. Milwaakee Avenue

Chicago, Ill. 60622

Dear Hr. Weinstein:

I was surprised to see such a sloppy and uncritical account as

David Talbot's "Should You Fight TV Violence" (July 6-12).

It is incorrect to say that "Television writers ••• lI1eregiven
a chance to hear both sides ••• IT when much of the discussion re­

volved around our research, but we were not invited.

It is clear that neither Talbot nor the discussartts have read our

reports. All interpretations used in the article stem from the
networks' tendentious description of our 'Work.

As the enclosed articles will show, our findings indicate that

mass-produced televised violence in our society functions as an
instrument of prejudice and of social control. It is imposed

upon writers by an oligopoly for reasons of power and profit. To
define that as I1freedomH and to use that concept of flfreedom" as

a shield for private censorship and privilege is a favorite cor­

porate tactic but shocking to find in your journal.

Sincerely yours,

George Gerbner
Professor of Communications

and Dean

P.S. This letter is not for publication.

GG/tm
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