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The Committees On Public Issues : o
S : (adopted April 11, 3962 ..

15. Statement of Purpose

The Ccmmittees on Public Issues join together for the purpose of coordinated
action based on the following beliefs. .

The nuclear age opened an era, in which many conventlonal policies and forms
of political action have lost their former relevanca, _

The ¢0ld war, if continued long enough will 1ead to nuclear war eithar acti-
dentally or otherwisee

Nuclear war threatens the extinction of c1vilizationo

Therefore9 modern weapons of mass destruction pose their primary challenge
to the imaginationg intelligence, and courage of peoples who possess. these weaponso

We propose, N

N stimulate research, diseussion, and publie communication bearing on the o
unprecedentedwpoiicy problems of the: Nuclear Age, - _ _

To explore and develop alternatives to the present collision course,

. To act on behalf of such policies as the Committees deem necessary or desirah&e
in the full spirit of democratic freedoms. _ _ : o 1

1T, Princlgles of g_ggnization

The proposed group is an informal organizatien of concerned and active peopleo
Its basic units are Commitiees working on speciaiized tasks of their own, planning
and initiating activities within their spherss of interest, and performing functions
which complement and reinforce each other. The Committees are joined together for
purposes of coordination and communication through the Coordinat1ng Committee,

Neither the individual Committees nor the Coordinating Commitiece. FlahEaT,
4s bound to any partisan posiiion beyond sharing in the broad pr:ncaples expressed
above, The funetlons of the Coordinating Committee are limited.

The major purpose of the organization is to stimulate, facilitate, and coor-
dinate individual and group activity. Differences of opinion on specific issues
or activities are to be expected and respected.



111, Affiuaticns-

The organization invites interested groups to form Committees with specialized
tasks of their own, and %o become affilisted for more effective coordinstion on
behalf of the common purposes and principles outlined above. Individuals may join

by -beconing & member of —one—of the constitutent Committees:

Beyond the Committees composing it, the organigation has no affiliations to
any local or national groups. The Coordinating Committee maintaine coummunication
with such local groups as the Champaign-lUrbana Peace Council and Women for Peace,
and with such other groups as the Committee of Correspondence, Turn Toward Peace,
and the Int@rmUniversity Clearing Honse onn Public Issues. _ '

_ Any change in aff11iation or organi.zation§ whether of a member Sommittee o
of any other existing or new group, requires the unanimous vote of the Coordinatxng_
Commitiee (eomposed of representatives of all member Comrittees) provided that a.
quorum {majority of ithe membership) is present. {1f the proposed change relates
to a member Commitiee, the representative of the Committee in qﬁastiOﬁ is disqualified
from casting a ballot on the proposal.) .

"IV, Membership and dues

Membership.in-the'c?gahizationlconsists of mémbershib in one or more of £he
constituent Comnitiees. New wmembers may be accepted by a wmajority vote of Lhe
Committee in whlﬁh the appuieant desires 10 be aetivaa o

‘Dues for all Active Mambers are $10.00 a ealendar year, ﬁll'memﬁers-are
encouraged to becoma Supporting Members and contribute an addivional $50000 or
more & calenday year toward the program of the organizationu ' '

All dues and contributions are paydble to the treasurer of the Gommittee in
whieh the individual member is active.

Committees may retain for petty cagh purposes 10 percent of all dues and’
contributions collected during the year. The balance of the funds may be allocated
to Committees, assigned for special purposes, or retained in the Oeneral Reserve
of the organization by a majority vote of the Coordinating Committee.

Vs Funcﬁions Common to All Comm&ttees-

Every affiliated Committee is. encouraged to perform all funetions necessaﬁy
for avtonsmous activity, as well as the specialized funciions vhich provide the
focus for its activities, o affiliated Committee may speak for the Committees
gn Public¢ Issues on major policy issues without prior approval from the Coordinating

ommitiee.

This means that each Committes should elect such officers as it deems neces-
sary, and that it designate persons to perform the following functions:

Chairman, responsible for Committee zctivity and represeﬂtation on the Coordin-
ating Committees



e
Secretary, responaible for keeping a record of Commitiee activity and for
gorrespondance;

Membership, responsible for comntact and commmnication with present and prosm
pective membars, _

T?easurerg responsible for collecting dues and for the receiving and disposi» |
tion of aIl Committee fundeg

Publicityg responaible for eontact with 10331 media, and for pubiiclzing
Commititee activities. _

Except as specified in these p».agesg no Committee function or sctiviity needs
to be "cleared” by any other unit of the organimation. Committees are encouraged
to ast freely and independently. Committees are also urged +o.keep the Coordinating
Committee as well as other interested Committees informed of their activities,
to avail themselves of the facilities for assistance and coordination, to consider
the advice and suggestions of the Coordinating Committee, and %o respeet the integrrty'
of other groups and individaa}s in the organization, :

Vi. Specialized Committee Fun@tioné and Membership
coonnmnm COMNITIEE | : |
Generai exehange of ideas and @oordinatloa of activities.
L&aison with nonwaffiliated groups, vote on proposed changes in affili&txono
Provide and maintain channels of commun1¢atian within the organizatien and

between the organization and other interested groups, Communicate with members
and others thraugh individual Committees on matiers of common concern and interest,

Suggest special projects_and activities, -
Allocate funds as needed. |

Recommend changes in the existing structure of the organization as needed
or desired by the constituent Commitiees.

Membership:

Chairman

Secretary,

Treasurer

Membership

Publicitys editor of Newsletter

National Activities

~Chairman {or delegate} Qf_e%ery_affiliated Committee
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COMMITTEE ON THE UNIVERSITY

Expiore every avenue of University partleipatlon in the discussion of policy
problems of the Nuclear Age. ' Stimulate faculty, administration; and student
_dnyolvement in such discussion. Act to clarify. and_pnhllcize_the_rale_the_univewn-

sity as an institution of higher education and as a community of scientists and
scholars should play in policy discu551on and formationn'

 This committee mlght well have a number of spee1al&zed functions (or sube
committees) such as arranging all-university conferences, exploring the possibility
of a peace rescarch center, working with AAUP, the Faculty Senate, the Student
Senate, the YMCA and gampus foundat1ons and churehes, ete,

The committee should have the customary officerss: chairmaﬁ, Seéretany,'
treasurer, publicity director, membership direetoro SRS .

COMMITTEE ON -SPFAKING AGTIVI‘I‘IFS -

Initiate and -arrange lectures, forums, speaking engagements wherever pose
sible {campus and community organizations, churches, eiubs, service groups, etco,
locally and in the state), Canvass members of the organization for speakers and.
topics. Develop and keep up to date a roster of available speakers including
both members and nop-members of the organization sharing its basic principles.
Stimulate members of the organization to develop taiks on relevant subgects con=
sonant with their competence and interesio _ _

Handle the details of conrdinating speakzng engagemepts and of making this
serwiee known %o all groups laoking for speakers.

1% should be understood that the purpose of this service is to faeilitate
the expression of responsible and relevant individual points of viesw. No speakar
need speak in the name of, or for; the organization,

The committes should have the customary officers: chairman, secretary,
treasurer, publicity director, membership director, '

COMMITTREE ON THE MASS MEDIA

Monjitor and communicate with national and such local media as the broadeast-
ing gtations in the area, the Ceurierg Hews Gazettes Paily Iilini, ete. '

This Commitiee keeps 3 ponsistent check on mass media material relevant to
the purposes and concerns of the organization., It calls such material to the
attention of groups and persons most competent to react in a manner consistent
with the general aims of the organization. It may communicate with the media
directly, it may request others to do so, or it may place appropriate materizls
from whatever source at the disposal of the media.

The purpose of this committee is not primarily to publicize organizat1ona1
activities; such publicity, when appropriate, is the primary respongibility of
those engaging in ithe activities. The purpose of this Committee is to maintain
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a flow of commnication to and in the media, both on its own 1nitiate and in
response to materials appearing in the media, focussed on issues and policies of
substantive concern to the entire organization.

The committee should have the customary officers: chairman, secretary,

'“treasurer——pﬂbilclty*di?écior, membersnip dlrectora

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY AGTIVITIES

Explore every avenue of non-campus community participation in the discussion
of policy problems of the Nuclear Age, Work with commnity groups and individuals
on a person=to~person, direct mail, and group basis, in collaboration with such
other Committees as might be helpful to the. specifie activitya

The committee should have the customary officers. chairman, secretaryg
treasurer, publicity director, membership .director, R '

COMMIT?EE ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY

Activity in election campaigns and legislative matters. Work for the nominm
ation and election of candidates best qualified to help formulate policy in the -
Nuclear Age. Work with legislators and political parties. Stimulate and faeili-
tate the communication of views between the Commitiees and iocal, state, and
national administrative and 1eglslative offices.

Arrange for the expression of Committee views at all relevant local state
{and possibly nat1ona1) 1egislative and other hearingsu_

Keep all Committees advised (through the Coorﬁinating Committes) on the
pending relevant legislative, governmental, and general political issues and
provlems,

The committee should have the cuptomaxy of'ficers: chai,rman9 secretaryg
treasurer, publicity director, mewbership director.

COMMITTEE ON MATHRIALS

Search for pertinent and useful materials in relevant literature. File
materials for use and reference by all Commitiees. Order and handle materials
for distribution.

Develop original statements and literature bearing upon special projects and
problems of the organization, Commission or develop such mater1als for publication
and/or wider distribation.

The committes should have the customary officers: chairman, seeretary,
treasurer, publicity director, membership director,

COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL PROJECTS

Plan and conduct special campaigns and projects {ecirculation of petitions
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or statements, preparation and plazcing of advertisements, letter or signature
campaigns, major public events, etc.) which reguire m3ajor concentration of
effort for limited periods of time.

The committee should have the customary officers: chgizmanﬁ_ﬁﬁgzeiérys

treasurer, publicity director,'membership director,




