The ‘Television Code’:

Potls have shown that most peopie
object to excessive television violence,
and yet some of the action-packed
adventure shows draw the Targest
audiences. How much TV viclence is
tco much?

THE NEWS WORLD today presents
the third part of a five-part series on the
controversy over TV violence. This
article explores the attempts made by
the television industry to establish
acceptable standards for its programs.
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Today's typical high schoo! graduate has
witnessed over 15,000 murders on teievi-
sion according 1o a study by the House
Subcommitiee on Communications. In
the aftermath of last week’s trial of 15-
year-old Roany Zamora for the murder of
an elderly lady who lived next door, his
mother speculated that her son may have
viewed four times that number.

Zamora’s defense attorney still con-
tends that his young client was insane al
the moment of his crime because he had
viewed too much violence on television.
And hie has pledged to campaign for the
reduction of TV violence, If he does, he
will join an estimated 250 other special

interest groups who are confronting the
networks over the issue.

But as: the  polarizatior increases, a
number of quedtions remain unanswered.
For instanice, what constitules a violent
act?

The CBS Office of Social Research
monitored their programing for the 1975~
76 season ang found a 36 per cent de-
crease i violence. But Dys. George
Gerbner and Larry Gross of the Annen-
berg School of Communication in Phila-
delphia found a substantial increase of the
level of viclence on CBS in their annual
Violence Index. Clearly the studies used
different definitions for the word.

Testifving before the House Subcom-
mittee on Communications on March 2
this year, CBS President John A
Schneider protested that while everyons
opposed excessive violence, almost no

one could agree on what that meant.
“*Some might feel that a pie in the face is
an act ol violence, some might not.”” he
said. “Some might feel that the fantasy
violence of a science-fiction movie is ail
right, some might not , ., And some may
feel that when Bugs Bunny pours a pitcher
of milk over a chipmunk’s head it's an act
of vilence, while some may not.™

Accerding 10 the traditional unders-
tanding of the concept of **free press™ in
the First Amendment of the Constitution,
there should be no governmental restric-
tion on programing standards for televi-
sion. All decisions about the acceptability
of material far broadcast, including vio-
lence, have been made by statipn man-
agers, network censors and other figures
n the television indusiry. “'Self . reguia-
tion"* is the way they describe it, and they
don't appreciale any interference.

e public or the networks?

The Televislon Code

The WNational Assogiation of Broad-
castess is a professional organization that
aids in the self regulating process. Mem-
bers incluzde 67 per cent of the country’s
TV station managers, as well as producers,
writers and the mejor networks. Amang
other operations, the NAB has a Code
Authority (formed in 1952) that created
and uniil recently, enforced the *Televi-
sion Cede.”” Alsoc the Code Authority
handles complaints about programing,
revising the Code when necessary.

As its Preamble states, the purpbse of
the Television Code is te help bread-
casters fulfill *‘their positive responsibitity
for professionalism and reasoned judg-
ment 1o bear upon ali those involved in
the development, production ang selec-

i B
ion af programs, {continued on page BA)
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The Code has several things to say
about violence. Under the section entitled
**Special Program Standards,™ violence is
the firs1 Lopic treated. *Violence, physical
and psychological, may only be projected

in responsibly handled contexts, not used .

exploitatively," it states, Consequences Lo
“*victims and perpetrators®’ should be pre-
sented, and '*presentation of the details of
violence should avoid the excessive, the
gratuitous and the insiructional,”

Interestingly, at a time when greater .

seif-regulation is being called for, the
Code Authority has been temporarily pre-
vented from enforcing its own code. On
Nov. 4, 1976, a federal judge in Los
Angeles ruled in a camplex, 240-page de-
cision that the NAB could not enforee a

new provision in the Television Code that .

set special conditions for family viewing in
prime time. Until this [Ferguson] decision
nas been appealed, the NAB feels

restricted lrom enforcing any paﬂ of the

code.

That prevision. in. quesllon reads,
*“*Entertainment programing inapprapriate
for viewing by general family audiences
should not be broadeast during the first
hour of network enlertainment pro-
graming in prime lime and in the
immediately preceding hour.” The provi-
sion also requires advisories in advance of
such inappropriate programs. lronically
this provision was intended 1o protect
children from programs with excessive
sex and violence.

Prohibiting gov't pressure

The suit was.liled by Writers Guild and
Norman Lear’s Tandem Productions (All

in the Family, Maude, etc.) The judge"

ruied against the Family Viewing Provi-
sion because it had been included in the
Television Code as a result of wrongful
government pressure from the Federal

~ Communications - Commission’s Dick
Wiley.

Even before the Fergusun decisien, the
enforcement of the Television Code
wasn't such a big deal: If there was a prob-
lem, members of the Code Authority
wouid just sit down with executives from
the network involved and reach an under-
standing. The networks would usually be
eager to hear from the station managers
anyway so that could tailor their produc-
tions 1o public feedback, says ABC Vice
President Jerome Lansner.

It would seem thai the weakening of the
Code Authority would correspandingly
threaten networks' ability to regulate
themselves. And a number of TV industry
officials have made it clear.that they con-
sider the pressure exerted this year by the
Parents Teachers Association {PTA) and
the American Medical . Association
(AMA), to be dangerous.” Part of the
pressure consists of threatened boycotls
against sponsors who advertise on shows
rated among the most violent by’ the
Nationai Citizens® Comrnmee for Hroad-
casting (NCCB).

Some network executives compare such
tactics with McCurthyism as does Chicago
Sun-Times columnist Bill Granger: *‘In
that era—lest you have forgetten—
various self-appointed groups on guard
against the threat of Communist subver-
sion on radie and lelevision, put extreme
pressure on spensars not to let certain per-
formers on the air. , . The threat used by
these groups was simple: We will identify
vou, the sponsor, as one who supports
Communisl subversives."”

NCCB Chairman. Nicholas fohnson
doesn't agree with that reasoning. He
points out that pressure to change pro-

graming has a1ways been the domam of

 {he networks aad the advertisers.

In the ‘public’ Interest -
“‘Now it’s simply irrational 1o sustain
that kind of censorship for years," he told

* The News World, **And then as spon as

the public expresses its concern, suddenly
start shouting violations o©f the First
Amendment. If anybody has the right to
be considered, it is the public.” He began
to reel off the numbers describing the
shocking state of public expenditures.
The public has $50 billion wrapped up in
TV sets, said Johnsen, not to mention $4
billion per year for new sets, $7 biilion per
year to pay for the excess product costs
which pay for the program through adver-
tising, and more than $1.5 billion for the
electricity to tun the things. *'l mean
clearly these folks have a right to be heard
from,” said Johnson in outraged tenes.
The NAB, which bestows its “‘Seal of
Good Practice™ on members who volun-
tarily follow the standards established in
the Television Code, is.nol about to-cast
the first stone at the accused television
industry. As President Wasilewski told the
House Subcommittee on Communica-
tions on March 7, 1977: Concerning the

. issue of TV violence, *“We welcome assis-

tance from any quarter but the final deci-
sion on how to approach this problem
must remam in the hands of the broad-
caster.’

Privately, NAB officials fully support
the networks in the fight over TV vio-
lence. And one branch of Lhe organization
has been particularly effective in battling
the pressure groups. The Television [nfor-
mation Office refers to itself in the words
of one official, as 1he “best library inithe
world for the study of eievision as a social
force.” Perhaps this is true, but it is a li-
brary with a purpose.

When this reporter visited the library,
cooperative staffers provided the informa-

tion I requested on the Gerbner Violence
Index, Soon thereafter, 1 receive in the
mai} a thick énvelope from TIO stuffed
with press releases, photocopied articles,
elc., all of which defended the television

_industry and criticized the opposifion on

the violence issue. Some might see this as
the efforts of an enthusiastic pubh;: rela-
tions firm.

Parents’ responslb[lfty ‘
" When the PTA held one of its ‘eight

regional meetings in Kansas Cuy Iast

winter, TIO Director Roy Danish carlje to
speak in defense of the beleagured net-
works, terming himsell “yaur first ifter-
ruption in what has been a fairly critical
view of what my colleagues.are engaged
in." He called atteniion to the; studies-that
showed no relationship between TV* vw-
lence and anti-social behavior.

Danis!
SIbllny in supervising their children’s
viewing habits and cautioned those .in
attendance nct to be too sanctimonious
about violence on television.

“Rememiber,” he said, “that you and [
and our [riends and, in some cases, our
children have made “Jaws™ and-*The
Godfather and **The Exorcist™ |he3hree
maost popular films of all time, x

The NAB is sponsoring public meelings
in Boston on Oct. 18 and San Diegb on -
Nov 10 at which the public can question
local broadeasters and network officials |

about program policies. NAB President ©~

Vincent -‘T. Wasilewski said the foryms
‘would also “offer an opportunity for
viewers and listeners—not just the vocal
groups—to express -their opunons on
broadcasting and Codes,™

Unfortunately, after all the Gla(ogue.
there is stijl no conclusion on what televi-
sion violenice is or how much is too much,
But it is clear that the NAB’s Television
Code, even if the Code Althority wins the
right to enforce it, will not satisfy the.

“growing number of pressure groups much
-lopger::Novenc: favors: censorshlp Eveéry-.

one agrees thal self. regulation’is the only ™
acceptable route. The problem facing the .
TV industry is how.can they meet.stan- ;
dards which are acceplable 10 the public
without legislation or govemmenlal pres-
sure.

Monday: Transiating woience ‘research to
TV policy—how to regtilaie a powerful, self-
regulating indusiry.

also stressed parents’ respon-
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_The assembled television producers
were ror-in a good mood..*!1 tell you the
industry is slowing down the violence to a
degree that is. dangerouns,” said Aaron
Spellman, co-president: of the company
that produces **Starsky & Hutch™. and
“Charlie’s Angels."

**1 think that we are going to be faced
with plastic tele\ns:on that’s going to breed

a:plastic snciely, he cormnued “We're .

going too far.”

{The producers were debalmg 1he issue
of television violence with a group of edi-
tors from TV Guide. ‘And the message
sounded by their angry voices was a far ery
from the widely-publicized complaints of
advecate groups such as the national

The reallty oF death and violence

doesn't sirike home t& Americans in the -

. same way it does to the inhabitants of

.

the war zones in some of the Third -

World nations. But violent crimes such_-

as child abusé and battered wives have
triggered charges fhat television )
programming |s the cause.

Today's fourthy' arbcle ina fwe—part
series on the issiie explores the
practical difficulties involved in the
regutation of network broadcasting.

Parents Teachers Assoczauon (P’FA) and
the American Medical- Society (AMA)

who claim that the networks are broad- -

casting 100 much vialent content, and that
people,” especially children are being
adversely affected.

AL this moment we feel we have Iost

_1he violence batite;’ sald David Gerber of,

- “Police Story” and “‘Police Woman.”

7 MWe feel the netwarks have thrown in ttle
towel biecause of their own fears of FCC

"licensing authority, congressional.

mthlganons. pressure ETOLlpS and pres-

: _sure from advertisers.”

- Feg:llng government’ls‘ heat
According to the First Amendment, the
government cannot pass laws that would

iimit the operations of television broad- -
casters. However the major networks have

fels heat frorn the govemmenl in mher
more indirect ways.-

The first major campaign against televi-
sion viptence resulted from a government
study - conducted by the U.S. Surgeon
General's Office. The project, which was
commissioned by Sen. John O. Pastore
(D-R.L} in- 196%, consisted of 43 separate
studies, aid its cost was estimated al over
$1 million. A" summary report was made
pubhc in January 1972,

The repert concluded that viclence in
television programs did not adversely
affect the majority of the nation’s youth,
but possibly did influence those who were
atready predisposed to aggressive
behavior. Between. 1967 and 1969, the
period of the study, the number of violent
actions on TV, remained constant, bul a
smatler. number of charzclers were

involved in vmlence which was less lethal
according te the repori.

The mest damaging part of the Surgeon
General’s report concerned carloons and
comedies: “Violence increased from 1967
1o 1969 in cartoons and comedies . .. Car-
toons were the most viokent type of pro-
gram in these years.”” The report tem-
pered this finding by classifying i as quan-
titative rather than quatitative; that there
was no conclusive evidence thax TV vio-
lence caused aggressive behavior except in
those already predlsposed in that dlrec-
tion.

Dmvn with Deputy Dawg
Although this study dict not constitute a
government regulation, it had a noticeable
effect—especially on children’s programs.
(conunued on page TA)
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NBC reacted by dropping Dr. Doolittle, -

Woody Woodpecker and Deputy Dawg.
Another effect of the swudy was to

stimuiate research on the question. Some.
of these researchers' were later to be tap- -
ped by special interest groups: on both ’

sides of the TV violence question,
- Alsoto be heard from later were'a group

of social scienlists who did fiot participate-

" in the study.  According to a letter made

public by Rep. John Murphy, a Democrat®,

from Staten Island, the Surgeon General,”

Dr. William' Stewart, agreed not to nomi-:

nate individuals for the study to whom the'
TV industry objected. These seven men
included Leownard -Berkowitz of: the
University of Wisconsin, and television
researcher Afbert Bandura, both of whom
had studied TV violence and concluded
that it had negative effects. =~

The letter stated that this “*special pro-
cedure was carefully considered and used

to prevent .any charges that the govern- .
ment was intimidating that: industry or”
violating 'the.First Amendment rights of

that industry should the Surgeon General
committee’s report .
cal of the tetevision mduslry

lndirect-regulation

" The Surgeon General's report aiso

made an impact on the industry group that
attempts to -establish programing stan-
dards for television, the National Associ-
ation of Broadcasters, NAB President Vin-
cent Wasilewski agreed that the report
deserved attention and appropriate action.
“Byen if the great majority of our children

are unaffected by television violence, and .

even if only a small fraction are negatively
affected, we recognize the need to deter-

. prove hlghly eriti-

mine how the negative effects can be‘

alleviated,” he said.

Ironically, the NAB is presently not

enforcing its Television Code as a result of
a ruling from a federal court in Los

Angeles -that prohibited the NAB from .

enforcing a "“Family. Viewing'*, provision

“'that had - been recommended - by the -
Federal-Communications, Commission, ;
Because the. FCC, as a government agéncy b
had proposed thas standard; the judge ™

' ruled that it was; m iviolation of the FIISt

. Amendmenl The NAB is regarded as an

- Broadgasting (NCCB) are only-a few.of an
_csumeted 250 organizations that ‘are’
" pressing for progr am reform especmlly in .
the arga of viole] coilh

. the best known . example.. His :Violence

orgamzallon that attempts to help the TV
industry regulate itself.

Whether or not the NAB successfully .
a num-4. °
' berof special interest groups witl probably’,

. not be satisfied with the standards adopted

appeals the *Ferguson decision,™

by the industry. The Parents Teachers As-
sociation, the American Medical "Associ-

ation, the United Church of Christ and -

the National Citizens’ Committee for

Scle t!flc rhetoric
These groups are successflxlly making

noise, in' the name of the public,.that the ™
o mdustry cannotﬁ ignore, ‘The: battle over,
violence between these: groups and .the ',
networks is being waged on two levels.
The first and most superficial level of
" activity consists of theforic and: public
relationis . campaigns “conducted” by the'
heads of networks such as Frederick™

Pierce of- ABC and conisumer advocates

such as Nichelas Johnson of the NCCB.- -
On the sécond level are the social scien= -
tists commissioned by both sides, whose .,
findings are used by their sponsors to-:
“further their point of view w:th the heip of i
‘the media. o
- George Gerbner, dean of the-Annen— H
.berg School of Cummumcathn at the"

University of Pennsylvania, istprobably

Index each year purportedly measures the

_level of violence in netwerk programing,,.
‘In response, network socizl research de-
- partitients have done-their ;own; studies: .
which yield results. that contrast wnh‘

Gerbner’s.

-An’ alliance thal formed between.
Gerbner and Nicholas Johnsons NCCB .

has turned into a deadly. combiration as

far as'the producers and networ execu-

tives- of shows,: termed by Gerbner as

mas! violent, are concerned. The NCCB”
' momtored the “violent shows™ SPONSQrs
. in 1976, made public the lisig of: viclence

sponsors and wrote their presidents. The

top seven included:-Anacin, Burger King; |

Campbell’s, Eastman Kodak,, Chevrolet
Frito-Lay and General Foods.

" Advertisers get the word

Then the prominent adverlising agency,
1. Walter Thompson Co., made up a slick
brochure which cuntamed the results of a
market survey about attitudes toward vio-
lens television programs and sent it to

clients throughout the nation.. The final .
conclusion in the brochure contalned the

following statements:
“We think it is clear that many people

are.concerned about the amount and.the
. effects: of violent TV programs| ..

many of them this is.not merely asocially=,
v accepiable expression of distaste: it repres.
sents a smeere and potentially explosive

For

ple ‘dre’ being exploited ..

 for advertisers: there is'a danger that pro-
ducts advertised ¢n violent programs may
be boycotted by small, but vocal and grow-
ing aumbers of people '

Denouncing blanket ‘denunciations -

Needless 10" 5ay, the TV mdustry fas .
not appreciated this specwl attention. As
producer David Gerber said, “*When,

- these social scientists’ ask people if they

like violence, do they really: expect any-
body to say yes, we love vipience?" Other '

_ network. officials. have. pointed. out. that -

during the McCarthy era. the same:

. methods, as those. employed by 1, Waiter -
::; Thompson: Co..were: used to encourage

'conthlon that the lesser instincts of .peo- -
. And, Fnally, o

advemsers riot’ to; sponsor.. undesuable-




vertisers: there iz o Gasgiel 1Ha gro-
advertised on: vicieti arngrams fhay

g the crifisism of consumer neiwork officials be allowed to hear this:
advacats groups who_ would conduct “eco-  fesdback. '
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At a PTA hearing . on: violence, . 1"n_

Chicago on January 25, of -thls year, co-
chairwoman Ann’ Christine Heintz criti-
cized some loft the methods by which
citizens’

shé said"

She went on m say. that she ound that

programs: like **Maude,”. “‘where no

character in the séries m!efvened to bring -

mtcgruy and sensmtm‘ty to family con-
flict,”
adult ‘behavior for young people,

Leonard Berkowitz, a psychology pro—. 0
fessor at the, Umversny ‘of Wisconsin who _
i ce, glts- )

had done research:-ifi

groups ‘werfe: attempting to
directly affect networks® self regulation. -
“1 am anxious to end blanket denuncia-
tions and. the ‘Ten Most V1o|ent lists “'

to be, &, moré d:sturbmg model of .

olence may be ‘dangerous’

‘agrees with. the: cnncism nf consumer

advocate groups who would conduct ‘eco-
nomic boycott’’ on the networks. “‘I think
it is all:right for A & P. to put pressure on
the food manufacturers, Macy’s to put
pressuse on the clothing manufacturers,

"and J. Walter Thompson to put pressure
.oni the networks,” he told The News

World,

A spofcésman for the AMA said: he did’
tiot consider charges »f implied censorship .

to be valid. ‘“The man at ABC said some-

thing about’ elitist groups,” he said, *I.

don’t’ know anythmg more -elitist than
having three guys s:tt:ng in New York de-

ciding what the nanon ls gomg to see on

television.”
He‘also suggested thal advemsers and

I P

9

- network. Ofﬁmals be allowed fo Hear th1s'

feedback,

Ann Christine Hemtz in her Chlcaga
speech, called for a ‘‘unified national plan,
of responsible tesearch™ that would’

included studies of television effects on)

the lives of young people on 2 broader
scale than. violence alone.
Thus far the thetoric-packed argumenzs

- about television programing:reform have:

overshadowed realistic discussions about !

‘the more fundamental problem of con--
_ troliing an industry which is protected by:

the Constitution from governmental

regufation, 3
Tomorrow: The truth about television vio-

lence according to the university studies that:

_ haven rmade the news. The concfusmn :
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.pmfmsor at the University of Wisconsin,
was speaking thoughtfully about the
.recent’muider rial of 15-year-old Ronny

-Zamora. “What the judge wanted fromr - i

- that Florida psychologist was a definite
demonstration that television violence is

':com:luswely linked w1th specific crlmlnal'-

acts,” he said.

, “That kind of evidence really daesn't -
-exist, but you can make & prabability ...

smtemem he. continied. “It is some-

what, analagous. to the relationship bet- .

ween gigarette smoking ; and cancer. You
<an say that there is a pretty good proba-
. blhty that prolonged cigarette smoking will
hance of the cancer And 1

eonard Berkovn!z a psychology

tass influence on their children than the
family television set. The American
Medical Association, warning TV

pecples’ behavior, has termed it an
"enwronmental hazard” - - - -

,_«The News World today concludes a
tive-part series on the controversy. This
article focuses on university

family viewing havits.. . .

© Some parents wcirn; that they have . -

“violence might regatively affect young -

‘researchers’ coficlusions on the.issue
-and.suggestions for. parental controi of

t nelwork presn-

_dents and leaders” uf advagcste consumes
~‘groups such as the Pacenis Feachers Asso- |

ciztionr {PTA) and the  American Meédical
Association (AMA). havé waged 2 noisy
media-war of words and-statistics over the

- issug, these scholars! have worked in a -

more subduéd atmosphere; far away from
thé front line of the batue Their cencly-
sions have been duly recordn:(i in the pages
of the academ:c jouma!s 1o be read by dis-
Imgulshed col!eagues n almosl no, one

:Wriling in *The Rehubhc,

around the turn, of the cemury

gainst tel;
erice dldn'l really get of f the ground urml
he: 1972 Surgeon General's report:which
mmarized 43 Separale Studies by somal
scientists on-the'issue- The repurt con-

TV iy dis= o cluded that violence in. televnsxon did not
violence. While crities can easily s adverseiy affect the ‘majority  of the

pite conclusions'reached in the laboratory . - popeo i yoizth, but poss:b]y did influence
as being Irrelevant to ceal life behavior of =y o0 wha -were alréady predisposed
children, there presently seems to be no 400y aggresswe behavior,

better way Lo pin down the slippery causal Doctors m.ganm protest
relationships in question, ~“The "AMA’s major- ciusade: for televi-
For parents to be concerned about com: sion programing reform was Inggered by
an article’ by Michaet Rothenberg in the
* December 1975 issue of the Joumal of the
American Medical Association. The arti-
".cle.stated that a aumber of studies had
demaonstrated the detrimental influence of
TV violence on chitdren. It concluded by
- wllmg for ““a maJoL,.orgam:ai‘eryof'pm»
1 ; (comlmed on page BA)

pants in the highly émotional debate’ about

Plato warned
about certain-poems and stories that could -
adversely affect children. Even Grimm’s'
fairy tales were crltlmzeé ‘for being tog <
frightening when they ‘first. appaared'

.
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test-from the medical profession.” In'June
1976, the AMA House of Delegates
adopted his siggestion, passing a resole-
tipn that degried TV viclence as an
environmental hazard. '
“In & letter dated April 12, Y976, ancther
researcher of the behavioral effecis of
- television, Dr. Robert M. Kaplan, sharply
disagreed with Roethenberg's arguments.
He denied that televisicn could be
included among the major causes of vio-
lence. His major complaint concerned the
way in which “Rothenberg takes a com-
plex issue and presents it as a simple
ong,” - .

“Since the topic he discusses has
serious political implications,”™ he wrote,
*it is imporlant to consider thg issues in
their true complexity.” The guestion is
not as simple as **Daes TV violence cause
apgression 7" he pointed ot Rather it is,
“Under what conditions can people be in-
flugnced to behave aggressively by televi-
sipn?™ - H

Beating the Bobo doli -
'Berhaps the most well-known study that

purportedly demonstrated the adverse

effects ol TV viewing was carried out by

Dr. Albert Bandura. In his experiment,
groups of children watched a grown man
attack a large Bobo doll cither on [ilm or in
personr, Another control group did not see
zither. Then they were all led into a play
area which contained a Bobo doll and a
number of interesting toys. Experimen-
ters [rustrated the children by removing
the toys. The children who had watched
the adult model attack 1he dofl were found
1o be more likely lo imitate this behavior
than those who hadn't. ’

The results of this study were ques-
tioned for a number of reasens, For one
thing the laberatory setting was contrived
and for another, the doll was not alive. So
te attack it was entirely different from
altacking a person. -

Dr. Bradiey Greenberg, who also took
part in the studies for the Surgeon
General’s report, performed an experi-
ment that. was modeled afier a more
realistic situation, He raled the aggressive-
ness of two groups of car drivers, One
group had viewed TV violence
beforehand, while Lhe other group had

not. He could find no signilicant -

difference in driving uggressiveness bet-
ween the 1w gioups.

Related factors

Other studigs have focused more on
ather conditions which, logether with ex-
posure to TV viclence, could result in
aggressive behavior. For example, an ex-
periment by Michael Charlton and associ-
ates at the University of Hamburg con-
cluded that childven from “‘unfavorable
homes™ would behave more aggressively

after seeing tclevised violence than’

children fiom **favorable homes.”
Dr. Seymour Feshback of UCLA per-
formed an experiment which he said dem-

r

onstrales that in some coniexts, the view-
ing of TV violence could even reduce
aggressive behavior.

In his study, chiklren who viewed pro-
grams they perceived ss being actual hap-
penings demonstrated more aggressive
behavior, But children who witched pro-
grams they thought were fantasy or fiction
behaved less aggressively than a control
group that saw no TV. .

Aller hundeeds of studies, no clear con-
sensus of opinion has been teached by
soviolpgists about the effects of television
on behavipr. Dr. Timothy Meyer, director
of the graduate program in the Dept. of
Radio/T¥/Film at the University of
Texas at Austin, termed the relationship
between viewing of TV violence and
aggressive behavior as “trivial™ in an
address 1o a PTA hearing in Dailas in
February of this year.

In other words, he explained, there are
peaple who view a lol of violence and are
low in aggression; and, there are peopie
who view very litlle- violence bul. are
highly aggressive. -

Noting that the question was quite com-
plicated , Meyer concluded that **We need
a great deal more research before pro-
graming policy recommendations can- be
defended. on the basis ol systematic, com~
prehensive and valid . . . evidence.” .,

TV's positive potential

If resuits from studies on this complex:

question are stitl inconelusive refated find-
ings suggest that other importani issues
may have been overshadowad by the con-
centrated attention devoted to TV vig-
lenee, In his testimony before the Senate
Sybcommittge on Cemmunication in
April, 1974, Dr. Eli Rubinsiein pointed
out that remeving programing from
television that was harmful to children
was cnly half the step, “The potential of
television as a positive socializing influ-
ence for chitdren is yet 1o be realized,” he
said. **It is 1o that purpose that intensive
research and policy efforts should Dbe
addressed in the future.”

While the interpretation of the findings
from studies of the negative influence of
TV violence on behavior is often
ambiguous, experiments which tested
effects of programming portraying posi-
live adult behavior, offered more. con-
clusive results. In the Charlton study, for
example, children whe viewed TV scenes
of cooperative behavior became signifi-
cantly more pasitive and refaxed.

Other studies showed the importance of
the presence of parents or adults while
childeen are viewing television. An adult’s
interpretation of news shows or adventure
programs may be crucial to provide a basic

ven Plato warned that some stories are bad for children...

frame of reference for the chiid’s unders

_ tanding.

Parent’s responsibility

Speaking before a PTA public hearin:
on TV violence in Kansas City, Televisio
Information Office Director Ry Danist
suggested that parents take up more, of th
burden of responsibility for ~the
children’s behavior. **Walch their favorit
programs with them from time to time
gven if they’re nol your favorite pro
grams,”” he said. ** Express youz own opin
jons about programs and don’t be afraid |
offend a child by saying, I think that’s
bad program.’ Television,”” he conclude:
*'is a marvelous bridge of communicatic
between parents and children.™

A number of other important questior
still need Lo be considered. For exampl.
why are some violent television progran
so popular? Is it possible that excesgir
television viewing can damagela
individuai’s ability Lo think and act spor
taneously and autonomously? Finally,
the view of reatity portrayed on televisio
realistic and desirable, and how does th
view affect thc average viewer's cot
sciousness? Clearly the issue of telev
sion’s influence on the public cannot 1
treated with oversimplification.



Section B

' By PETER I’RICHARD _

L Televss:on trams peop]e io thmk
:they will be the vietims of ‘crime, a

s said today.

- Georgeé Ge;bner dean of -the com-

" munications ‘scheol of the- University
: of Pennsylvania, spoke at Rochester:
- Institute of Technology as part of a -
* continuing - series that examines the

effect television has on society.

- “Television violence seems to bé
“teaching most people not the lesson of ..

‘aggression but the lesson -of fear,”
‘Gerbner said. “Ninety-nine. percent of

“the viewers learn lessons of fear and

exaggerated danger

-i6 walk the streets than light: viewer:

““This is" how we teacl the old {d’ be

Jeading expert on, teievxsmn vwlence _
" more afraid than the young and -non-

Gerbncr sald that’ heavy viewers ‘of
television are more likely to be afraid

who live' in thé-same neighborfigo
whites to” bel more: afrai

whites,” Gerbner- saadJ
For the last 10 years,. Gerbuer has

‘monitored the amount’ of: violence on .
television. His work has been stpdxed
and-;._.,-"_'conventwna[ and tend to resisé change

“o o more th n-watchers,
Gerbner has. also studied groups of B gre than non-wa

 children who Watch a lot of television,
“and 'he. saf a4 viewin g has s m_ums:i.i.j_l;leev;swn .conditions - people to expect

18
by cangressmnal 1pveahgatwn
has led to {alk of reforms..

effects ;m their aitifudes’

-

tate whdt they see

_ mcadence of c;‘ame

e et et e

“yau cari no longer brmg up yaur

chﬂdren aceordmg to your own adeals

and_your own. ideas,” Gerbner said.-
We have this teacher- preaclzer-safes
man in every living room. '

grams on te]evzsmn And klds da imi-

* Gerbner! sald that the chﬂdren who

"This idea fits Gerbner’s tiﬁeory that-

they. will : become ‘victims "of . crime,
and the medium is'a factor m the req_.!

: 'Cartoons are the most violent pro_ ;f
'Gerbner sald “Se viewers' will -accept

.- Tepression. ' ‘I‘hus vmlence has fong .

watch 3° lot of television have.more .
stereotyped ideas than ‘children’ who -
. don't watch and that they are more”

rate ean lead to government reprea-

- sion, Gerbner sa1d

“leence seems ‘o’ generate fear

-vange “social - weli

effects Mo

politlr.al

_ Gerbner satd the average tdewsmn _
prugram has 16 vmlent acLs per
'hour .
Telewswn pmducers use v:olence as
" a cheap raw material that is easy to .

‘build’ programs around

Programs have tu be cheap to pro-
duce,, Gerbner said, because the pro-
ducers. are bound by the.cost-per-

Thts exaégé:éted 1dea of the crime.

t e ﬁ

"thousand Ioi’mula that advertisers use

Advertisers require cheap pregrams,

. Gerbner said, because they don’t want
to pay teo much for commercials. '

In fact, the pubhc pays for tele-

_yision advertxsmg, Gerbner sald

ioeq's g hidden tax vntheut reprcseﬁ-

tation. The cost of advertising is |
included in the price of the goods we -
buy. We have to pdy whefher we:

watck‘ xi: or not .

I
|

¢ “Television is the cuItmal arm - of-

-our industriat socieiy. There is no

escape from it. You drive down any
American. street at dusk, you see tht.
same seene in eve"y living room- S

B man nm,,-m-w»» rv-mmwwmﬂ’-’*
e

'
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o - ele "AFTER THE FACT"
(212) 752-3322 REPORT #10

7 COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Just when one atrocity passes from the news scene, it seems another comes along. And _
as though that were not enough, reporters have Been known to dig up an incident out
of the past to .dwell on it again...perhaps from a different angle. New York feaders
were récengly givén the chance to reé& in one of thé two major morning papers about
the doings éf the Charles Manson gang...the young people who were convicted six years
ago of the murder of actress Sharon Tate in California. A lot of people say they get
tired of hearing or reading about these atrocities in the news. But there are those
who believe that violence in the news may serve a useful purpose to society. I'm
Beverly Poppell, WRFM's Director of Community Affairs, with a report on news coverage
of crime and viclenca, Oﬁe of those who think there may be some good in reporting

viclence in the news 1s psychotherapist Pamela Oline.

OLINE: " "We. all have an underside to our nature, We all have a potential

for the demonic...which could be transformed into something highly
creative or it could be transformed into violence...that is in
most of us unexpressed because we've beeﬁ civilized out of it.

S50 when we see vioclence on the TV, this is a way for us to ex—
perience that side of our natures in a safe way...by watching it

happen to somebody else."

Tales.of terror may satisfy a deep-seated human need for an outlet for aggression in
the same way a boxing match or a football game might do. But studies.done at the
University of Pemnsylvania of the iﬁpact of televised violence on viewers draw a
different conclusion. These studies indicate that heavy viewers of televised violence

come away with a warped view of society and themselves. The Dean of the Annenberg

ABONNEVILLE INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION SIAT?ON/ @é/:



REPORT #10 .
School of Communications at the University of Pemnsylvania...Dr. George Gerbner...explaiﬁk

GERBNER: " "We find in our studies that those who are more exposed to a lot
of publicity about crime and violence exhibit this sense of greater
fear of victimization, of mistrust of other people...particularly
of strangers--all of which makes our group relationships more
difficult and more dangerous--and a greater sense of general

anxdiety."

Pr. Gerbnex pointé to studies shqwing;..for example.;.that of those people who watch
four hours or more of TV a day...52% think there's a good change they'll be involved

in some.violence. That compares to only 39% of light TV viewers who feel the same

WaAY. Aléo...of the heavy viewers...,65% believe that people in general cannot be trustéd...
whereas only 48% of light viewers agree. Other studies show that oneéthird of the

TV viewing audience watch television mainly for the moments of violence and actioen.
These people tend to be male, young...and tend to see violence as a solution to problems
in their daily lives. But Dr, Gerbner's conclusions that there-is a strong connectilon
between violence_on'television and alienation and distrust in society...were dismissed
as "hogwash" by one TV pfogramming éxecutive we talked to...Van Gordon Sauter of CBS.

He says that televised violence——-at least in entertainment programming—-serves one
purpose. .,and fhat is entertainment, And...the Chairman of the Communications Arts
Department aﬁ Hofstra University...Dr. Geofge Gbr&on,e,a'major critic of Dr. Gerbner's
point of view...says that the public's interest in violence and crime...whether it's

in the news or in entertainment...is sparked mainly by curiosity. People...says Dr.

" Gordon...are fascinated by their own condition.

GORDON : “"They're interested in what their potential is, their emotions

and what other people do."

Regardless of whether violence in the news gives people relief from their aggressions...

or insights into human nature or...as Dr. Gerbner claims...an added sense of paranoia...

-
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we can't help wondering: Is the purpose of news to entertain? We'll have more on that

in tomorrow's report,

"AFTER THE FACT" is written and produced by WRFM's award-winning Community Affairs

Department., We welcome contrasting views from responsible individuals,
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i DLENCE

N AMERICA T

-spﬂled blood on, TV

never hurt anybody— |

and I say that’s

how jungles are bom.”

BY BESS MYERSON

A? increasing number of socidl ¢ritics are sctymg that
it's time America came to its senses. L

Its sense of traditional values. Its sense of mdmdual
responsibility. Its sense of humor. Its sense of 01v1112ed
pursuit of an old but still challenging dream.

They say that only « nation that has taken ledve of 1ts L

senses could lose its way in the large and small -
molences that are erupting c:ll around us e
Those who have given up on America; oron

themselves, sy that violence is the true face of Amenca f': TR
Violence,” they shout wolenﬂy 1s as American as ©

Mom's apple pie.”

Well, most Ameriddns like Moms apple pie. But most BEIRR R |

Americans resent the charge that we are a violent

- nation. Most Americans don't mug their neighbors, hold |
hostcxges at gunpoint, loot during « blackout or force

thousands of office workers into the street by plcmtmg

bombs—which sometimes go off, killing those totally 5 |
‘unconnected with whatever political cause the bombers: S
so recklessly support. . - (Continued on page 206]




VIOLENCE [N AMERICA
Continued from page 113

Yet it is impossible for us to deny
that there are violent ones among us
who do just these things, that they are
growing bolder and that something
must be.done about them. And as we
good citizens continue to wonder what,
the violent ones continue to plunder
and kill. And the answer seems forever
1o elude us.

Some say there is so much violence
in our nation simply because there are
too many of us—the census strangling
the senses. :

Some say it’s because we have be-
come too permissive—failing to under-
stand that when anything goes, every-
thing may go.

Some say it's because violencé 8y
entertamment for jaded appetites—part
of the side show of our time—perhaps
not arranged but certainly exploited by
television and the other media to keep
their profits high.

Some say violence is big busmess,

that crime does pay—handsomely,

Some say that viclence is merely a
crude form of redistribution of wealth
—that’s ‘not a gun the violent one is
carvving; it's an economic theory.

Most merely say, Help!

Most Americans agree that violence is
& cancer in any society; that it should
be detected early and treated promptly;
that to ignore it can be fatal; that we
must find the causes and develop the
cures.  We all agree on that.

Then we-begin to-disagree on exactly
what it is we’re talking about,

AII of us have our selective defini-
tions of violence, about who's doing
what tc whom. Usually it is some-
body’s “they" . doing something to some-
bodv’s "us,” and rarely is it “we"” who
are deing something to “‘them.”

It's easy to recognize violence when it
“sticks a gun in our ribs or punches us
between the eyes or leaves sonicone
very, very dead. But we tend to get
confused when
someone’s toes—especially if it is we
who are doing the stepping. Or when it
merely invades our privacy and bruises
only our dignity. Or when it makes tis
think twice before speaking our minds
or making our own personal. decisions.

Viclence is 1nt1m1dat10n in afl its
corrosive forms, and there are few
among us who do not live with its use
or abuse every day. It can be street
crime. It can be war. It can be a war
economy that shortchanges social pro-
grams at home. It can be racism. It
can be religious bigotry. It can be
neglect of our cities, our schools, our
elderly, our squeezed middle class—
neglect of any of our people’s needs.

Violence can be pressure to conform

—social, economic, political, moral. So- -

cial violence can ‘be the job that isn’t
- there while the bills are very much
there. It can be indifference to an-
other’s pain on the part of those who
haver’t felt the pain vet.

- “Looking out for number one” may
be the maost violent banner ever waved.
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dices are sustained by it.

it merely steps on .

“T1 don’t want to get involved” may be
the most damning epitaph for bur1ed
national hopes. -

Too many of us look out for number
one and don't want to get involved—
as our cities crumble inte disaster
areas, as our environment is- violated
by pollution, as our market place ig-

-nores consumer protection, as our tax

money pays the privileged or is other-
wise wasted. Just as illegal looters run
wild through our neighborhoods in the
darkness, legal looters run wild through
our family budgets in broad daylight,
Too many of us think we have to
learn to Hve with this kind of violence

—if our income depends on it, if our. .
job depends on if, if our creature com- 3

forts are drawn from it, if our'-preju-

‘But this kind -of %¥iolence mhakes s

‘less than we should be-as a -people.
Violence is the natural enemy of free- "

dom. . A country where the use of vio-
lence or the fear of wviolence or the
quist, . acceptance of .the: be_neﬁts’f of

“violence ‘dictates thé  chotce -ofFiifér 0
to do; is an important story.. _
. are clues hére to the response we rmust. ' :

stvles. is a country that is not holding
as firmly as it should to: the.

extortionists of any kind.
And violence does misshape our Ilves
We say pood night to the security
guard, double-padlock our place of
work; put on our blinders and set out
on the trip through the city. We are

on our way to the safety of .our pad-

locked homes, in the city itself, in the
suburbs, in exurbia or the countryside.

tailed explanation of the scientific tech-

nigues of knocking down oid ladiés .. . -

Past the pimps and prostitutes and

porno shops, past the movie. houses.

where X marks the spot, past-the park,

off limits now. to everyone but dope: )

peddlers and their customers .. . .
Past all those autos inching along—

all those autos now vears. beyond the
original deadline for a “nonpolluting .
cngine; gingerly past the comparatively:
milder but arrogant -violence of . all-
those dog walkers who have turnied the.
streets into an outdoor toilet; past the .

" BACK VIEWS OF
McCALL’S PATTERNS
SHOWN ON PAGE 176

5427
VIEW B

y .sells

self-.

evident truths out of which it was born™
—that life is precious, that liberty is -
beyond compromise, that pursuit of op-
portunity does not require ransom to’

supermarket—pausing - perhaps,
moment, to weich the prices rise . ... -

Then—on foot or by subway or by -
bus or by car—blessedly. home .. .=
wondering if there’s any contractor in
town who. could build a moat around a
house or a high-rise.” ;

Now for a little ‘television’ watchmg-

to escape from all that v1olence out-:
side. . S
Good huck.

If television is.the widely. proclaimed .
window on the world, then:it follows

that it ‘will be a violent window:.on -~

violent world.. Especially if it discov- % .
Violence -
Violence © -

ers that violénce is bankable,
Vloience entertams
“th ; B 1olence' ;. .
Except that sorie people didn’t rush.

Fpast the television set with: their eyes .-
_ They looked at that screen, ' .
they looked: at their children: “ooking -

‘averted.

at. that screen—and’ they didn't like -
what they saw,

CWhat they: did: about. it and contmue:'_._)".
There: - -

begin to make in all areas where vm—‘

“lence surrounds us today.

But why pick on. tclev151on, yon ask :

“in’ a time when many children: can't :
read, many adulis can’t find work and: "~

" many farnilies. can't' make ends meet?. .
In a time when great leaders: seriou‘slsf B

discuss the use of a “clean and '
teiligent’

Hutch may not seem exactly llke 20/20_. :
social vision, :

Why television, in“a t:me when too'-i'

many people in ofﬁce think: that-" pubhcj."'
trust” means. “take’ the' money: and -

run’"? Of all the threats to our: sitfvival

as a civilized. nation, what s on- Channel:

X on Saturday morning ‘woyld ‘seem to ;-

be the least of our: problems
place to bégin.

But it's:a_

... Television for many- people is their__'
-sight and sound, the_lr touch.: and’ f_e_el_ L
of a4 world that has become too complex -

to be . understood - without an: inter-
preter. - It is town’ crier,: companion;
teacher; baby.-sitter, masseur, pusher,

salesman; social and moral arbiter:: It -

lives: with us, sitting in- & place of

* honor and homage- in_the living-room :
like a rich uncle -who has been every-

where ‘arid done  evervthing and- has
stories to tell. We sit around and. lis-
ten, and we believe, - T we are’ shown
that we are a violent people—and’ for.'

vounger viewers the desensitizing mes- -
sage is a-forecast of the world awaiting.

them—then there's nothmg Jeft todo
but put another Iock on the cloor and_.:-

Or- chain ¢ithe message o
That's 4vhat some paiénts and other-__
coricerned didults ‘set. out: to do.:.. It

didn't-happen easily. and it. dldn £ hap— 0

pen quickly:
Television ™ really began to get- its
lumps in the ‘60s, when Newton Minow,

‘Chairman of . the Federal Commumca—'

tions Commission, called it a “vast

“for “a: -

neéutron bomb ‘that will des---
troy. “only”. people, not buildings, thus:
keeping the world safe for real estate? .
- Being. patiently. permissive- about, all:
- that and: outraged about -Starsky ‘and
Past- the potential muggers in the .
doorways—whom- we’ll see interviewed
Iater that night on television as a talk--
show host finds social value in a de- -



wasteland.” He was reflecting the first
ramble of protest from pareni-teacher
associations, educators, psychologists,
consumer groups and thoughtiul adi-
torialists.

“I'm one of those who have com-
plained bitterly about teclevision for
vears,” Dr.
the July, 1970, issue of Redbook. “By
providing so many dramas of violence
—crime violence, Western violence, com-
ic violence—I believe, it has played a
considerable ‘part in the progressive

brutalizing of our people, young and’

old.”

Then and now the TV industry had.

and has a ready response_to those who

protest: ‘“We're only giving the pubhc

what it wants. Look at the ratings.”
It's a response the critics of TV vio-

Jence find difficult. te:turn: aside.. When .

violent programs dominate the ratings;
that says more about the viewers than
about the programers.
great advances in technology, no tele-

viston seét has been invented vet that
turns’ itself om, selects a channel and. -
ties the members of the family to chairs -

facing the set.

The TV industry has another strong
argument against its. critics.

“Listen, we didn't- start violence; it
was here long before we were. After
all, Cain never watched a Saturday-
morning - children’s hour. It’s out
there in thé real world—we're only re-
porting it.
. so they're prepared.”

They're right, of course,. for those
viewers who believe that guns are the
final argument, that automobiles are
for chasing and crashing, that blood is
for spilling, that heads are for bashing,
that people are for killing or being
killed, that tough is “in" and compas-
sion is corny, that taste is expendable
if the price is right.

Is that the world of reality?
world of the ratings?

Those who say it is the real world

Or the

also must be saving that decency and.

dignity have gone out of style -per-
manently and that standards should be
lowered to half-mast.

That’s how jungles are born.

Those protesting TV-program corntent
sald no, it isn’t the real world. Some
decent men and women, concerned
about the effect on their children, try-
ing to hold on to what they had and
reach for something better, refused to
accept TV violence with resignation.
You might call them “ordinary” people,

little Davids against the network Go-

liaths, but the kind of people who talk
back to their sets and care about their

streets and wonder what’s happening

to their neighborhoods. ) ]

They are the answer, still not spoken
loudly enotigh, to violence. They are
people who still care about the best of
what we have been and the best of what
our children can be and who do not

easily give up their hopes for a better

society and a better world. And be-
neath the corroding patina that vielence
has laid..on the surface of our lives;
they are you.
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Benjamin Spock wrote in

Despite - our

Kids should learn about it

last June.

But for those who still walk silently
through the violent streets or sit si-
fently before the violent set, there's a
question of conscience to be asked.
What if this world of ratings were the
world of reality instead of an ugly foot-

note that threatened to push everything -~

else ofl the page? How should we. feel

about this perpetuation and institution- .-
alization of violence as part of our way .

of life?
If we beheve in - cw;hzed survwal
then we should be concerned encugh

violence. How are’ we going:
the viclent ones out of “our:-w

where if we can’t even: kéep. them:out-___: Ca

of our own living rooms,; winnirg. ‘the

minds and hearts of our childrei before
thev have a chance to know or- feeI chf— .
- ferently? . i

A recent survey conducted by a’ ﬁrm -
~of broadcast consultants, “The TV Views

er Comes of Age,” has this to say about

most Americans.. .. . . It has had and

continues to have a far-reaching impact. - "1 5 chi
- ‘lence in real: life. They tolerate violence

on American society. It is in every

sense of the word a social institufion—. -

one of major importance and pervasive
influence.” :
In a review of the survey John IJ.

"O'Connor, the perceptive television crit-
ic of The New York Times, went to the -
-heart ot the matter:

‘Ratings are paramount,”

the study points out that young adults,
who are particularly precious to ad-
vertisers, are the most avid fans of
viclent TV. The problem, then, for pro-
graming is [according to the study]
‘how to:satisfy their appetites without
impinging upon the rights,. standards
and needs of other audience segments.’

“But why should those appetites. be '
O'Connor asked in his col-

satisfied?”
umn. “The programer evidently, in
his noble quest for ratings, can go so
far-as to supply a key audience seg-
ment with a violence 'fix.".”

A survey earlier this year by the
Foundation for Child Developiment, an
organization that supports research on
the responsibilities of family and com-

Price List of McCall’s Patterns

Leading dealers evervwhere sell McCall's Pat-
terns, or you may write to Redbook, 230 Park
Avenue, New York, New York 10017, giving
quantity and size destred and enclosmg the
price stated in a check or money order.

‘No. Sizes Prices
L U.S.A. _CANADA
5427 Misses” . TR
P-5-M--L $1.75 - §1.85
5805 Misses’
P-S-M-[-XL $200 3210
S } Alternates
4853 Misses'
o P=5-M-L $1.50  $1.60
"5710. Misses’ 10-20 $1.75.  $1.85

"Children,”

~violence- oni-télevision:: 17
. violence makes v1cwers less sens:twe to
our viewing hab1ts; “Today, TV is thor- .
oughly ‘entrenched in -the. lifessiyle of ™

. few steps forward.

munity . to -« children, gquestioned more
than 2,200 yvoungsters seven to 11 vears
old about their hopes and fears. . A:
majority of the .youngsters said they
were-afraid to go outside, citing as one
reason - that - they always saw. people
fighting and shooting guns on TV,

Other independent surveys, including
one by Redbook (“How.- TV Changes
November 1976), have pro-
duiced’ similar: information: -

Arerican Medical: Association survey,

. .conducted by, George Gerbner, dean of
and courageous enough to teach our -1
* children to change that world, not to

accept. and conform . to its: mindless :

the: A_nnenberg School” ‘of ' Communica-
tlons at the Umversny of Pennsylvania:
€l vatlon of fear and mistrust
he most pervasive ef-
posure to the violent

of " learned aggressmn from watchlng
Telev1sed

reaE life tragedy :

University of MISSISSI}JDI survey, ‘con-
ducted by Proféssor’ Rofniald Drabman:
“Television desensitizes children. to vib-.

iin: 6thers becauss they have been con-

“ditioned to thmk ﬂf it 'as an evervday

thing.”

Carnegie: Quarterly, pubhshed by the
nonprofit ‘Carnegie’ Corporation: - “Chil-
dren can be exposed: through television

Cruitol 8t world: of: sights and people earlier
he'. 'wrote o
“While noting the growing -
resistance to gratuitous violence on TV,

generations, could not. even imagine,

They can learn. the ABC s, the hlstory

of space discovery, how. ' Baby is.born. :
. “However, ‘most  of  the" time they

‘are bombarded by ‘commercials -

they see characters who 90 pfer cent_ of
the time -are. white," ‘and- three times
more likely to be male than female.

More than six out of ten pro-
grams contain some act of violence, and
about three In ten. are. saturated’ w1th
violent acts.”

It's a pretty strong case, but there are
still some who refuse to be confused
by the facts; |

James Duﬁ’y, president’ of ABC-TV:
“If we took conilict ‘out’of television
drama, television” would bécome. not
only bland and boring but also- a pur-
veyor of fantasy. Human conflict and
its- corollary- of  physical and mental

, violence is part of the’ human condi-

tion,”
S0 the ﬁght 1snt over vet, although a

“handful of anonymous parents, whose

only assets were concern for children -
and a kind of desperate determination,
provided the impetus that made the
large broadcasting corporations take a
Television -

Aétion! W 'for’” Children's

{ACT); 6rganized in 1968 by four moth- -

ers, was inthe vanguard of the cam-
paigh"’th‘ét led to a voluntary reduction
of tirme “for commercials by the net-
works from 16 minutes an hour to nine
and-a half minutes on weekends and
from 16 to 12 minutes .on weekdays.
The nétworks also eliminated the huck-
stering of products by children’s-show"
hosts (who have tremendous . influ-
ence on their voung viewers); and the




Millions of mothersknow
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" You want so much
to help when your:
baby cries because
of teething pain,
. and you can help with,,
* Baby Ora-Jel. ‘Exclusive
Baby Ora-Jel formula relieves:
teething pain in seconds. -
- No wonder many baby doctors -
recommend and millions of
‘mothers depend on

Eaty orajel

helpe youand your baby _ |
“sleep the night through.
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- where. - e . .
But we have to open our mouths ﬁrst
We cannot afford not to be inveolved, to-
look out only for number ong, to ig:
nore the decay of our citiés, the neglset.”

‘morality, -

advertising of ‘junk foods and tovs of.
questionable safety was sharply re-
. diiced. The networks moved ‘volun-
tarily" to make these-changes after the
Federal Communications Commission
received 100,000 letters in a writedin
“campaign led by ACT, which sought ard
received help from organizations con-
cerned with children all over the coun-
try. Not bad for a group the industry

tried toc brush off at first as “a few
Boston mothers.” - |
That was three vears ago. ACT now

has 7,000 members and receives some
foundation support but, as Mrs. Peggy
. Charren, its president, says today: “Vio-
lence continues to sustain stories, the
needs of minority children remain ig-
nored and children’s shows are -still
laced with commercials, especially for
sugary foods and expensive toys.” .
Last July the Nationai PTA, exercis-
ing the clout of an organization "with
6.5 million members, launched its own
action plan against violence on televi-
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" sion,

CIts"owin TV- Tonitoring groups. - 1
massive letter ~writing campaigh as. the

After holding "public. hearings. in
eight cities across the coutitry, at which
parents,” teachers,
sentatives of prof(_sslonal civic - and
civil-rights organizations had a-chance
to air their -opinions, the PTA set’ un
With a

central focus, the organization provided
its members- with the names and ad-

dresses of network officials. and prime:
time sponsors and urged. them t0' keep

an eve on local telecasting. -

Early in 1978 the Natiorial PTA’ w;u_'
Grace -

issue what- 1ts_ president,  Mrs.
Baisinger, has. called. “report cards,”
rating networks and ‘sponsors on both
objectionable- and exemplary program-
ing. And, Mrs. Bajsinger suggested last
August, on CBS-TV's. Face the Nation,

.if progress in clesning up shows has
‘beén minimal. in this six-mionth “pro--.

bationary" period, bovcotts of products -
and programs- may. be just down the

road.

children and repre- -

As ACT and the PTA Kiow, most -
viewers, -children or ‘adults;- who seg a""
* murdeér or vicious beating on: th@ sc;reen_--. :

do not rush out of the- house ‘and kill, O

beat the first passer-by, or. even: thmk_:_';_
- for a moment of doing it.. That is: not

the gravest danger.

"The . danger that “chips away most.
‘deeply at our civilized. vender: 1s_that_' :

violence on TV helps. to develop:an

immunity to viclence in' our’everyday::
lives. We begin to lose our capadity to-i
be angry. or horrified when.: others: are -

pushed around or even- when we ouE:
selves are the victims.. - :

We are being. ‘‘violenced” 1nto a nar-.
cotic stupor where it courits the most -
in our spirit,
one. ‘another,
question what'’s happenmg to us:

a wider definition to violence:

Fear ‘and frustration are thé parents.

of violence, and we will never get ‘rid

- of violence as 1ong as we are afraid to

in. Our commitment: 1o
in: our. responsibility  to
TIt'sa s
stupor that” prevents us from - brmgmg_ :

look it in the face—or if we are: too -

_ Irustrated to think that nothmg can be y
“done about it now,. . - -
The people Wwho said ho fo v1olence._ :
on teIemsmn have. prov1ded a iesson for

all of us,

“No™ tan’ be sald to v1olence every—_f

of our aged and our ill, the: poliutlon

of our air and our water ‘and our -
in" fact,”
to neglsct our respons1b111t1es—every_

" We -cannot -afford;

one of us.
We must say no to aH the. v1olent_
ones.

Even if it means begmnmg with al

heart-to heart talk w1th ourselves

HOW TO HELP

Readers who wouId l;ke to reg1ster'
- their' protests. against: violence  on

1. television in ways that _wﬂl_cqunt can.yil
-obtain how-to information’ from. 'Ac- 3.

tion' for - Children’s . Telévision; 46
‘Austin. Street, " Newtonville; _
chusetts' 02160; 'and from -thé: Na-

Rush: Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611,
PTA. also has a toll-free TV -Action
‘hot’ line:
'800:323-5177 tor aﬂ other areas of the-
country non

save it or send copies to friends.: If-you

would -like a. reprint,’ send. 35 cents:fn

 Massa: |-

800-942-4266 in THinois and |

“THE END'_ :

-tionat- PTA TV Action " Center;; 700::

-_As a serwce to readers, we are prepal'--'_
ing repiints of the. article above: m a _'
convenient ‘form for.-those.. wishing to'_-' :

coin (no statnps, p]ease) with a stamped..
“envelope °

business-size, - self:addressed -
to Department M-118, Redbuok Maga
zine, 230 Park ‘Avenue; New York New

York: 10017, . For ]arger orders, postage..'f.
is " included. af the following prices: 10:"

copies—§2.50; "50--$11.50.. . Pledse: allow

three weeks for delivery. Prices f otherf_
are available, on. request P

quantltles
This offer expires Apri] 30, 1978




_More gnst for Gerbner

Professor who has made second
career out of TV viclence gets
e backing for-three othe; studies .

Dr. George Gerbner, dean of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School
of Communications and the nation’s lead-
ing researcher into television violence, an-
nounced last week he is expanding his re-

seafch studies to include studies of the
way television portrays the elderly,
minorities- and women. He has three new
grants totaling more than $130,000 to
fund the expanded research divided
among these projects:

© 1. A study of television’s portrayal of
old people and its effects on viewers. Dr.
Gerbner said the project should lead to an
age index and profile te be used annually
in monitoring television, similar to the in-
dex and profile he applies now in his re-
search of violence on TV. At the comple-
tipn of this study, he and his researchers
will organize a prototype workshop with
parti¢ipants from the federal government,
public interest groups, educators and-
television to look for ways to achieve the
best television portrayal for the elderly.
The “‘aging” study is funded- with an
$87.,035 grant from the Administration on
Aging, U.S. Department  of Health,
Education and Welfare.

2. A study on minorities and women in
television drama as portrayed in four sam-
ples of prime time programing from spring
1975 to fall 1976, The funding is through a
$3.500 grant from the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights.’ :

3 A continuing study Dr, Gerbner
fabels “cultural indicators,” analyzing the -
roles of different groups in society such. as -
minerities and women in violent TV dis-
plays and the effects of televised violence
on these same groups of viewers. For this
he has a grant of $39,971 from the Office

MCMARTINﬂ 000 ;' S

- ...the neu

The new breed of McMartin audio consc
sional operatiarn «-- deS|gned with gold®
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.:»the choic
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of Telecommumcatlons Policy, - comple--
menting a grant of $99,000° from: the
American Medical - Association to” ‘cotl-
finue his annual violence counts from
1977 through 1979,

Workmg with Dr. Gerbner on these
projects are Dr. Larry Gross, associate
professor, and Dr. Nancy S1gnorelh com-
munications research coordinator at the
Annenberg School. ' ‘

Dr. Gerbner had indicated last summer'

that he planned to expand the scope: -of: hls_ o

TV studies (BROADCASTING Aug. 29)



o .. .

Dr. George Gerbner, who' persist-
ently nettles the networks with his
annual Television. Violence Index and:
Profile, has announced expansion of
the . activities of the University of
Pennsylvania-based Cultural - Indica-
tors research group to include studies
of how the aged are portrayed on TV,
how women and minorities were de-
picted between spring 1975 and fall
1976, and aspects of current program-
ming other than violence.. - .

Grants totalling-$130,506 from three
sources have cued the new research.

Gerbner, dean of the Annenberg

-~ 8chool of Commumcatlons is teamed

in the Cultural Indmators projects
with the school’s Dr. Larry Gross,

‘associate ‘professor, and Dr. Nanoy'
Signorelli, communications research
ceordmator

»,' @g@@.
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| the Gerbner talk as program man-

Seeley, marketing v.p. of Coca Cola,

psday, December 7, 1977

TV & The Elderly
Debated In Atlanta

A conference on the way tv de-
picts old people is being held today
(Wed.) at the Urban Life Center of
Georgia State U, in Atlanta under
the sponsorship of the Federal pro-
ject Getting On Television and the

‘Georgia State Dept. of Sociology.

Speakers will be Dr.' George
Gerbner, dean of the Annenberg
School of ‘Journalism at the U. of
Pennsylvania, and Dr. Nancy Sig-
norielli, Gerbner's aide, will speak
on tv images of the elderly as di-
vulged: by the Cuitural Indicators
Archives developed at the school. |
Fabian Linden, chief economist of |
The Conference Board of New
York, will research. results on the
buying power of the elderly, and its |
neglect by advertisers,

A.R. Van Cantfort, will respond to

ager of WSB-TV Atlanta, and Peter

will answer the Linden charges.
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By HELEN C. SMITH

Suppose you are a 10-year-old child.
Your parenis are in their 30s. You
have no grandparents since they all
died young. And all the teachers at
* your scheel are under 40.-

You really don’t know anyone wha . . -

has cressed the great divide and shp-

ped over the 50 mark into “old age.’
But you do have a television set

which you watch about as much as

" most 10-year-olds, which is to say a

very great deal.
What image would you have of peo-

ple over 50 in America? Would that™
image coincide with reality? ™

If vou took television's message as
the real thing, you would see. such

“gld” people as ineffective, passive, .

likely to be victims, and very offen,

laughable figures without any ro- .
mance in"life and very httle value

- otherwise.

And you wouldn't sée very many o

~ them as compared to their actual

o ation

numbers in society. Only about three:

percent of the major characters de-
picted on pnme time television are
elderly, yet in the real world they
comprise 20 percent of the population.

- These are some of the findings of an -

eight year study based on the system-

atic monitoring of the content of over

1,000 network television programs. by
the Cuitural Indicators Archives de-

'veloped at the' Annenberg Schaol of .
Communications- at the University of - -

Penngylvania, ,

Dr. George Gerbner dean of thej-

Annenberg School, and - his associate,
Dr, Nancy Signarie]li whe . was the
chief researcher for the project, were

among, those taking part Wednesday . |

in a conference at Ceorgia State
University on how telewswn reﬂects
older peaple, ' -

Although abott ‘twosihirds  of the

elderly depicted on prime time teleiv-
sion are depicted as married and of
ha'.nng children, none of the elderly
women and only twoe men wete in-
volved in romzance,”
rieile. “That's a very sad portrayal”

. Signorielle said that the research
findingy show that whereas older pen-
ple might be shown as sociable, warm,

quite peaceiul, fair and supportive, .-

said Dr. Signo-

they were neveriheless rated as bemg '

-unhappy and ineffective.

“We get'a mixed picture,” said- Dr..

'Gerbner. “The eiderly profile {(on tele-

vision). has " some: benign aspects and’
some insidious . ones, -Our concern ig "

that there is such a gross under-repre-

septation. which almost neeessarﬂy"

means type casting and stereotyping.”
The worry of the researchers is that

television may be brainwashing the -
viewers into seeing all older people as.. -
infirm,

. “unintelligent, .ineducable,
- asexual and unemployable.”

* ‘Tossing the ball back for the televi-,
sion industry, A. R. Van Cantfort, pro-

gram, manager of WSB-TV" and’

president-elect: of the National Associ~
of Telev:swns Program
Executives said:

“What yoﬁ see ‘on teievxsmu s

really. what: is happening in life, a

year or two behind. If you are upset
~"at-the treatment of any group, maybe .
it is because you are upset at the way’

society does indeed treat the elderly.

If television is:to change socxety must ‘

change.” .
'Admitting that televmon has be-
_come the “universal scapegoat,"-much
_ the way the “robber barons” who built .
“the nation's railrcads became scape-
goats for everything venal, Gerbner
said the Sitnation calls for- “tacklmg
_ the problem together.” ' .
The second half of the conference,

- ting on Television Project, a federal
model project in- New York City which
" depicts -older - people im - more
“favorable and realistic light,” exam-
ined the buying and selfing power of
the senjor citizen.. -
If a big company were lookmg for
- .the" ideal advertising spokesman . for .
- hig product whom would he choose?-
. Someone young (18:24), active, blonde
like Farrah Fawecett-Majors: if possi-
ble, physxcaﬂy attractwe a perfect
size, Tight? - g ;
SWe don't agree™ said Peter Luba-
lin, - creative  director for; the, Mar-
steller Advertising Agency in New
York which mounted the Danron Yo-
gurt advertising campaign which uses
centenarians to sell its product.

which was the last of four around the -
_United States sponsored by the Get- -

p
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“Who said you can’t show old peop&lﬁl
i to sell young peopie en a product? Gur
’ saieq have increased to record levels |
= ginee we've been using them. We now
“have 75 percent of the market. Out of
150 brands of yogurt, Dannon selis ag
“'much as the other 149 combined.”
" - 'Thére goes the theory you have to
“be -young to reach the yeung, Lubalin
.- said. . ‘
i~ As for the buymg power of oider
Cpersons, it has been generally over-
- Jooked, though statistics prove it is an-
“’gnormous market, said Fabian Linden,
“chief economist for the Conference |
. Board, New York City. There are an
- estimated 23 million persons. over 5::,
one study showed, . ©" .
Linden used charts to show that the .
~.-gver-55.age bracket i3 growing af a
miore rapid pace than any other age
«. - bracket, that they comprise-the single
largmt "hunk - of -consumers, that they
:‘have® the Jargest per capita income
“and fewer heavy family. responsibil-
“ities than any other age bracket.

"+~ ¢ And yet, they rémain-largely * “nvis.
b 1!)1&” in the eyes of many marketers. |

Overlooked, misrepresented, de-
. meaned-—-these are a few. of the
g _complajnt.ts.i leveled at the telévision

“industry’s portrayal of one very large

segment of Americans. And- {he

- glderly women' within that segment

" eome off worst of all, it was found.

"~ “Men are allowed to age. much‘
more gracefnlly: than women,” .said '
‘Gerhner. “Very few women are eyep
‘shown as'successful.” . - :

- Tt was suggested at one of the prior -
. conferences that perhaps what Mary~
Tyler Moore did to redeem the “Dor’t:
“tPust.anyone over 30" syndrome; some |
“ever-50 person may spmeday due ior
another maligned age bracket. - )
. “Pm.old enough {o remember. when :
‘a Tady, a single lady ift her 30s was a .

" very unaltractive stereotype.. And’

Mary Tyler Moore came-along. and
changed that image,” said a partiei-
*pant, “L think there it a chance then,
* o anticipate the fact thai there are
~ some older people who also can be at-
tractwe, " inferesfing,  competeni-
" characters, NOT funny, laughable,

- megatives, but nice people like Marv
= Tyler Moore, Tike me.” -
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Geowrge Gerbfl;uéfuw_ill |
Address The Caucus

George Gerbner, whose
theories on tviolence have raised
quite a few hackles in Holly-
wood . creative circles, will,
address members of the Caucus
of Producers, Writers & Direc-
tors on Jan. 18 at Chasen's. :
~ Gerbner, dean of the Annen-
berg School of Corhmunications |
and a communications prof at’
the U. of Pennsylvania, will
meet with the rmembership 1o,
discuss his definition of vio-
lence, his work, theory  and
methods. . g e

- His academic credentials in-
clude teaching at the U. of Ill-
nois, USC, ‘El Camino College
and John- Muir College. Years
ago, before his rise to promi-
nence, he was a thshwasher at !
Chasen’'s.
" Press is being invited to the
confab. Charles W. Fries is |
chairman of the Caucus Steer-
ing Comm;ttee : ;

DAILY VARIETY
December 8, 1977




Gerbner to speak

on TV violence

Dr. George Gerbner, dean of the -
Annenberg School of Communica- |
tions, speaks before the Caucus for |
Producers, Writers and Directors, at |
Chasen’s the evening of Jan. 18. Heis |
the creator of the violence profile &
index, a program content tool which
originally was developed under a -
grant from the National Institutes of
Mental Health. ‘

THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER
December 8, 1977
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Senior Citizen f0.
. Cantfort said that television is:a - paign proved that the ;theory -isinot
. " - Staff Writer “reflection of society.”- #7270 dronelad,  they said; the marketifor
... There’s only one minority group to -~ Dr. Signoriella said that fewer of f;’y_ogurt__has_;increased- F- e
_which everyone will someday belong: ~the ‘elderly are portrayed as suc~ & Other spokesmen at.the conference -
_the elderly. = .. - ¢ ‘. oioonn gy cessful or-*‘good,”. and that women © ‘agreed that advertising is changing -
. ~That’s probably why there are an = are rarely seen as elderly. She also.. “from its sole focus on young people:to -
Increasing number of people who are ‘said that the elderly are usually.cast. :the .inclusion of the ..elderlysin
~concerned about the senior citizens'in  in comic roles. © U Ctelevision life, - §
this culture and how the elderly are - Romance is rarely associated with & : i
_pertrayed on-television, the medium the elderly on hteievision, she claimed:.
with perhaps the widest audience: .. They usually have children and think- Enr nath : by the
- - A special conference on aging and * family life, is important, though. . - p{f:ff}ffgd onna t?gi?ﬁﬁf;ﬁiﬁ%?h
television was held Wednesday at the ;. - Seniorcitizens, she continued, are - vas designed as an effort to-include
Georgia State University Urban Life - ‘shown as: sociable, warm;. peaceful * i3 o people in thesmainstreamiof -
Center. Sponsored by the Getting on  and supportive, but unhappy. -~ it 2 'é“{elev;ri'sion-prbgr'ammghg-cmifentirbnd
Television Project, 2 federal model:." - Di; Gerbner spoke about how those “advertising *“in a more diversified and
project -in New. York -City, and:the:-portrayals affect viewers. For people /- lanced manner.’” 9 s kit
Georgia State Department of who are heavy television viewers, he tia % e Bl
* Sociology, the conference featured the - said, the process of aging is speeded . i
research findings. of Dr. George up. ‘“‘They say they’ll get married
. Gerbner, Dean- of the Annen%rg‘-— earlier, they feel they must find a full =
School of Communications at the Uni- time job sooner, they have children at
versity: of Pennsylyania, and Fabian -a younger age and miore children and
Linden, chief economist of The Con-- they get older at a younger age,”” he
ference Board in New York City;. Tsaid. v e S
Gerbner and his associate, :Dr.. - - He said that this was extremely
- Nancy Signoriella,-reported how.the true.among women, R 7S
eTHerEy were portrayed in prime time . Van Cantfort responded, however,
.television over' the past eight years ‘that the-“picture drawn of the elderly -
based on the systematic monitoring of - treatment on-television is not by de- .
the content: of :more than -1,000- pro-. ~sign,”" e A N
grams. . o T o L SRS ot deliberate;”” ie said, ex--]
In defense of television, the con- ‘plaining that casting crews - only;
ference invited“A.;R. Van Cantfort," choose from the peaple who voluriteer:*
program- manager:of WSB-TV and. tg act. .. ...’ - ..o . = i
president-elect. of ‘the National As- " He did admit, though; that *roles -

By JAN WEINER

' The conference was the fourth'of a
.series on television and older:people

1@?;;-&&:& : oo,
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sociation of Television Program Ex-
ecutives. R i
The theme of the conference was

probably best expressed by actress

Harriet Sappington, who started her

- acting career at the age of 72. On film,
. Mrs. Sappington said to the audience,

“I only feel old when I’'m made to feel

.- are stereotyped.” But; then recalling
Bob Hope, the late Bing Crosby, Dinah -
Shore, John Wayne and the Waltons® |
Will Greer, Van Cantfofrt said that |

- "age makes no difference, talent 7

) dﬂw.”v ~. _:‘—,: 2 ,--;:_';,';'.:5 ’ s e,

The moderator of the two-part con-

- ference, Patricia Reed Scott, said that | -

Bk

- old by othel people.”” - . - pehing the stereotyped roles of the |

. -Margaret Kuhn, president of the . eiderly on television programs are the
senior citizens group The Grey Pan- limited . roles for the elderly. in ad-

- thers, said during a recent appearance vertising. ... R A _
on “Saturday Night Live” that people » Hoffman and Peter
should neot be afraid

Arlene : v g B om

: of old age and' Lybalin, with the Marstellar Inc. ad- - -

- wrinkles, . vertising -firm, said that the “ideal” | - 5 : _
“Our bodies get slower, but we advertising - vehicle 'is someone
must keep our .minds alive and . between ages 18-33, active, blonde, a

. achieve,” she said..~. =~ .- - . .men's suit size 40 and women’s size

.Her admonishment to become ac- nine, and height-of five foot, eight o TR

tive was later expressed by Van inches tall for women and six feet tall - g A

" - -,

Cantfort when he said that senmior for men. . ,
citizens are often the most vocal group As the creative force behind the |
when their favorite television shows use of centenarians from Soviet | -
are taken off the air. He urged themto _ Georgia . for Dannon . Yogurt com- ! :-
get further involved with television. ™ mercials, the two advertising ex- . ..~
“ " Van Cantfort argued -that people ecutives said that they tried to “poke a i
.expect too much from _television. _hole in .the. theory that only- young i
. Statistics .were cited. by. Dr. people_can be used. to sell to.old... . . e = 5
-~ Signorielia to show that the elderly people.”” That theory also”supposes =~ . ==~ =~
. arerarely portrayed on television, and “that elderly people cannot be“used to.-5. - o
... when they are it is an unflattering .- sell to the voung, -~ - - supmn e !
~ portrayal. Responding to this, Van. .  Response to the advertising cam-. ../
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IV found to be .
- new social arbiter

RADNOR, Pa. [UPIi—~People who once coir-
sulted ,family or church indefining socially ac-'
ceptable behavior now are being guided solely by -

 television, TV, Guide magazine reports, .. ;
+ In an article in its Dec. 17 issue, the magazine
said reseatchers agree that the role of television -
*In socialization is becoming increasingly impor--
-tant, They also found that TV shows replace "
; reality for heavy viewers, .~ .. s
i “Both adults and young people turn to televi-"
sion to learn what society considers appropriate
behavior, as they once turned to the family, the:
communily, or_ the church for guidance;” the:,
artigle sald., - UL s L b Ry AT
- "“Moreover, some young people are more likely .
to believe television than their own experience.”

s . n S
THE MAGAZINE reported that Dr. George
Gerbner, of the University. of %gmglzmﬁa”&!\?-_
nenberg School of Communications Sald, “People
“Who watch a Iot of television.carry in their heads :
"a television version of reality, rather than a true:
one,” YiR . B v
© 7 “Gerbner’s intefviews show. that heavy viewers.”
cengistently overestimate the number of police-
‘men in the U.S,, the crime raie, and their own
chances of being.mugged or robbed,” the article
said, ",

Y
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|on schoolwork:

TV tend to score  more
poorly in tests than the.
| others,” said - reséarcher|
Michael Morgan. “As. wew-
ling goes up, scores go
down.: - ...

that - of .all achievements,
readmg comprehenmon is
most related.to TV viewing
at* all: I1Q  levels.” Children
watch TV because it’s easy
rand en_]oyable while readv
ing is more of an effort."

‘“But reading is involved in
just about: every subject,- so
1it-you can't read well.you'll
have 2 handicap in everything.

:““Children.-learn-a 1ot - of
things from watching TV -—
they learr about ‘the way. the
world is and about all:Kinds of
people.” But - learning in that
sense is different from learning

traditional academic skills.”

-{ Dr. Larry Gross, -associate
| professor of communications
and
agrees:

“The amount of TV that
chﬂdren watch tends to be
around three to four hours a
day,” Dr. Gross said. “But
there’ are a fair number of

,‘"C(;mpl eda tear study" of th&"effect of_rTV

gl Our mam conclusum is

“We found that he chlldren who ‘watch the most
]sy sowmo 8. CAMLIN| -

chxldren who watch more.

" “In-"general, the higher IQ‘ '

‘children watch less TV and the

lower 1Q children watch more. -
--“And,' if you control the IQ ~

that is, select groups of
chlldren with equal 1Qs — you -

find that the more TV they _

watch, the worse they. do on
achievement tests.”” . - -
- The-study, which mvolveﬂa

850 New Jersey schoolchildren j
in grades six through nine, re- -
vealed -that TV viewing habits =

change ‘as children mature,

- “From kindergarten to about

the: sixth’ grade;: the. smarter T

kids tend. to- watch more TV,

Morgan said, ‘‘They are. leam-

ing about the world, - :
“But around the sxxth or .

seveénth -grade,- the smarter :

kids ' start watching less TV .
while the poorer students start

-} watching more.-

" 4The high 1Q° ‘children. find: J

entertainment in books and

"} other. activities such as elubs, -
sports, drama,; music and art.

“*“The lower  IQ. children

watch. TV because it’s easier -

than doing lessons — and they
possibly develop their socxal
life amund the-TV.”™ .~

- e RN

:




Gerbner Study Shows Increased

Violence on All Three Netw'orks_

Claims by the television networks
that they have been reducing the vic-
ience content of their programing have
been exposed as false and misieading
to the public In dramatic testimony
before the House Subcommittee on Com-

munications in Washington, D. C., on

harch 2.

In direct contradiction of reports
emanating from those with vested in-
terest 1n the perpetuation of gratuitous
violen_e as the staple of TV entertain-
ment, the most prestigious source of
such information has revealed that vio-

fence increased sharply last year on all
reaching its highest

ghree networks,
overall level since 1967.

Testimony heard by the Subecommit-
tee was drawn from the 1976 Vielence
Profile compiled at the University of
Pennsylvania’s Annenberg School of

Communications. Annenberg dean Dr.

George Gerbner and Dr. Larry Gross,
the principal researchers, presentzad
their findings to the highly engrossed
group of lawmakers.

The violence profile is the eighth
sitch study made by Annenberg under
Gerbner’s supervision since 1967. In
addition to the violence statistics it

also reported that while all wiewers

absorb TV ““lessons’’ of fear, sespicion
and mistrust, children are most affected
by the ““mean world syndrome’” of tele-
vision programing.

Dr. Gerbner said that the increase in
violence in 1967 resulted in the highest
violence index on record. The level of

violence took its biggest jump im *‘fam-

iy viewing time’’ followed by weekend
chiidren’s programing,

CRBS, leader of the family hour con-

CBS Resurrects Batman!

‘Right in the midst of the most
pious proclamations network brass
have ever made regarding content
of programs for children, CBS has
dredged up Batman from the dis«}
credited mess of Superman-type
shows that plagued network Satur-

3 day mornings a few years ago.

_ The  new series, titled New
Adventures of Bat Man, is being

3 aired at 10:30 a.m. Scturdays. [t
begins by claiming to present ‘‘the
greatest array of villains the world
has ever seen.”” |

cept, lifted its two-season lid on vio-

lence during early evening hours, mak- .

ing the highest increase of any - net-
work. But despite the rise at CBS,
ABC had the most violent ‘‘family
hour,”” while NBC showed the most

viclent children’s weekend and late-

evening programing.

-The Annenberg annual violence
profile is sponsored by the National
Institute of Mental Health. |

- ATTORKEY JOINS NABB

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leonard Zelickman, attorney with a
private practice in Van Nuys, Califor-
nia, has been elected to the noard of
direstors of the National Association

for Better Broadcasting. He is a mem-~

-ber of the California State Bar,
Los Angeles Bar Association, and the
San Fernando Valley Bar Association.

NABB Aw-arcl for Muppets

The National Association for Better
Broadcasting has cited The Muppet
Show as ‘‘the most creative, enter-
taining, and refreshing program series
to be introduced durmg the 397677
television season.”

Awards and cltations from NABB
have been presented to Jim Henson,
creator and producer of the program,
and to ITC Entertainment for origin-
natmg, producing, and distributing the
series. .

2

Bettur EM(M; i TﬂéﬁzWﬁfﬁN

The citations commended Henson

and ITC for “‘distinguished service to

families everywhere.””  The Muppet
Show was described as a program that
can -be shared with equal enjoyment
by any age or any race or nationality.
There was a special notation for
ITC’s ““courage and ingenuity’’ in

successfully bringing to television -

a series of this quality through first-
run syndication to stations throughout
~ the worid.

@uw:@}

the

NABB FILES NOTICE

.OF APPEAL OF FGC

LICENSE RENEWAL ORDER

The National Association for
Better Broadcasting on February 7
filed a notice of appeal with the
U. S. Court of Appeals in Washing-
ton, D. C., of the adverse ruling by
the FCC concerning NABB’s 1974
Petition to Deny the license renewal
application of KCOP-TV.

The Chris Craft station, whmh
has operated over channel 13 in Los-
Angeles for many years, recently
had its license renewed after more

. than two years of questionable stand-

Ing caused by complaints by NABB
and others. At one point the Com-
mission itself levied a $2,000 fine
against KCOP for its weekly “Cham-
pionship Wrestling’’ because the

entire 90-minute show constituted a

l?l

““program-length commercial.

- Jerry Weinstein, NABB attorney,
said that the appeal will be based
on the FCC’s ‘‘gross misinterpreta-
tion’’ of the censorship clause (Sec-
tion 326) of the Communications
Act, and on ‘‘other flagrant legal
errors’’ made by the C-Drrunissiﬂn in
reaching its ruling.

Weinstein said that the FCC has
set itsz21f above the instructions and
admonishments of Congress and of
various Federal courts, including
the Supreme Court, in its obdurate
refusal to consider program content
in its relationship to the needs of
the community serviced by the li-
censee. He said that such consider-
ation has nothing to do with censor-
ship, and that it in no way violates
the First Amendment.

Weinstein continued: ‘“The FCC
memorandum and order is a monu-
mental illustration of the Commis-
ion’s prejudice, and of its willing-
ness to actively protect the special
vested interests of certain incum-
bent broadcasters, regardless of the
general public welfare. The FCC
has attempttd to force upon us, and
upon all other citizens groups in-

volved in broadcasting, the burden

of proof that would be required of
a prosecutor’s office in trying a
case in court. It has not only totally
abrogated its responsibilities to pro-
tect the public interest. It has gone
to the extreme assumption of an
active role in shielding broadcasters
(Continued on Back Page)
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