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By George Gerbner 
11 a man is permitted 10 write 
an {he ballads, he need not 
care who makes the laws 
0 1 the nation. The Sconish 
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pal riot Andrew Fletcher 
said thaI in 1704. He may 
have been the first to ree· 
ognize that the legends, 
songs and stories of a cui· 

ture exert a subtle and in- ! 
visib le power that kings, : 
presi de nts and popes ~ 
could only dream about. I 

Today. television aClual- u 

Iy wields that power. For short, television 's slow but tial voters to Its cause. 
the past 17 years: we have steady contribution to the In each case, this shared 
been systematically study- way new generatiOns de- peect means shunning "ex-
ing TV's effects on our con- fine themselves iX>litically tremes," presenting con-
cept ion s of violence, is blurring traditional dif- Ventionalconsumervalues 
health, occupations, reU- ferences between __ groups., and striving for a safe, re-
gion and politic:s (see box, These" gensr8,1 -findings spectable, f.T'Iiddle-of-th&-
page 23). We analyzed pat.-. . t.ranslat.e int.o some striking 'road balance inmost. 
tems of responses to fI1IIny ·sPl!Ciflcs. fa< example: . t.hings. Thus, t.elevision 
questions about Jife and 0 Heavy viewers in groups' ,' tends to blend otherwise 
politics in many surveys of thattend,_to be the most ~ , divergent s'ocialorienta:' 
men and """""" young and actionaryand bigoted are, :, tions-and to mo<1ify poln-
old, nori.Nhile and while, rich less sexist. than t.helight . . ;ica:1 ext.r~ pulling 
and poOr, uneducated and viewers in !be same groups.: ; u.n into !be current. of its 
highly educated,' 81ld ot.het. ·0 Onth8 other hand, heavy' 'own broad mainstream. . ' 
"""ial groups of viewers. 'view~in groups t.hat.' are': . One. byproduct. of this 
Each survey also asked ho'N . otherwise. the most liberal mainalraamingprocess is 
mu~h t.elevisiont.he re- "; t.end to be I7lOI)lsexist. than !be POtentpolit.icai ~wa 
spendant.s wat.ch. th.eir lig~t-vieWing counter- shall. call t.he. New ' Po"", 

One conclusion became parts. . lism .. tt is a new, c.uriaus 
inescapable. T,hose who " O ,Both lOw-income and , :' and perplexing -politicSt-., 
wat.ch . mOre television in . high.income,· Amer icans. : socia.1 orientalion whose 
any group-the heavy whoareheavyviewer.l'tend . members hold views thai 
viewers-tend to think and ' to see themselves as plain are-often inconsistent and 
act more \ike , the heavy Working, people of ~'aver- paradoxical. 
viewers in other groups age Income." New Populists think like 
than do the -light .. viewers. 0 The more television they conservatives. want like 
(On most surveys, watch- watch, :'the less likely Ae- liberals and call them~ 
ing four hours or more of publicans are to call tflem-" . selves moderates. They 
television -a day ,define,s a sel~ , conservative-arld shun what they see as 
heavy viewer. That group the more likely they, areta, "extremism" but demand 
includes almost- half the regard themselves ' as ' harsher verdicts (althOugh 
Americ~n viewing popu- ' moderat.e Qt: .libetal. . ." :'oot the .death penalty) in 
lation.) . ,.,,::- . ' ; , ', H.o,WV ' to" ex'plain 'these . the most jail-happy crimi~ 
H~vy' vi~!i tend': · to, 'findings?--: A:dvertisers, tel__ nal-justice system in _the 

have lower incOmes. and evision ;Program produc- , civilized 'Mlrld. They hate 
less, education ~ ~h8n:-'- do ersand politicalpartjes revo,ts. except tax. revolts. 
light'viewer .. , SO: in or~ " share iI comrron need--the. ' They want. to cut taxes bul 
to separate~ role of tel~ ne-ed :10 'appeal- ,to the' improve education, medi­
evision from the effects,of , broadest,pos~ible aucjl~ ~I care and ,SOCial secu- ' 
other circumstances in life" ~ence. The advertiser wants 'rity. They distrust Big Gov~ 
we-must compare iight and' to get his ~ssage to every ernment but want it to -fix 
heavy viewers In Ihe same riOOk and cranny of avast !be economy and make !be 

. social grbUps .. When ..... do and tragmented land. The '> s,lreet.s safe for t. heir 
that, ..... find that. the heavy producer, with millionsofdaught.ers. 
viewers of otherwise very dollars riding onevery rat- New Populists scorn 
differBnt groups tend t.o ings point., has little choice "The Est.ablishment' ,' but. 
sharemanyperceptions.- In ' ,buttoconstructasymbolic ! dote on the rich and- fa-
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world of. t.hebroadest. pos- ' mous. They graciously 
sible sales appeal at the , permit women to work both 
,least cost. ,The political inside and outs ide the 
party wants to sway the home, and allow that mi· 
greatest number of· poten- norities have made _ ,' 
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coo!inued 
some progress, but resent _and resist any 
loss 01 p rivilege. They are losing conli· 
dence in people who run virtually all in­
stitut ions, includ ing re ligion, but express 
!rust in God , America-and television. 

The ro le televis ion plays in shaping at­
titudes toward basic political issues de­
pends on who the viewer§. are and how 
they relate to the television mainstream. 
Consider the issue of women running for 
high office. The generally restricted and 
dependent role of women on television 
cult ivates in the minds of viewers a gen­
erally restrictive attitude about women. At 
Ine same time, the television experience 
also makes most viewers believe that their 
outlook on I ife is "moderate. " 

The eHect of heavy v iewing is most no­
l iceable among groups farthest i rom tel ­
eVlsiorl's middle-of-the-road mainstream. 
For example, heavy viewers among reac­
tionaries and b igots take a fess sexist po­
sition, while heavy viewers among liberals 
are more sexis!. Specifically, liberals who 
are light viewers generally say they would 

vote for a woman lor President -(or Vice­
Pres ident); heavy-viewing libera ls, how­
ever, are less likely to say they would vole 
for a woman-thus jo ining the moderates 
and conservatives of the New Populist tel­
evis ion mainstream. 

The current runs in the same negative 
direction, but deeper, on the question of 
race. Viewing tends to mod,erate some ex­
tremely raci st views" but ,it also under­
mines the: support for racia l equality, es­
pecially among those who provide the bulk 
of such support : the liberals. 

Television also cul tivates relatively re­
strictive attitudes about sex-related activ­
ities, personal ri ghts and tree speech. 
Heavy , ~iewers~specially liberals-are 
more likely than li'ght viewers to oppose 
communism, homosexuality, abortion and 
legaliz ing marijuana. Thus, contrary to the 
charges 01 some crilies, television is _ no 
liberal conspiracy. Our data show-that, if 
anything, its New Populism undermines 
liberal support for women, minorities, and 
political and personal freedoms. 
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1 mg. "ter"! 0.1 mg. nicotine; 100's Soft Peck and 100's Menthol: 5 mg. "ter". 
0.4 ,mg. nicotine: 120's: 6,mg. "ter', 0.6 mg. nicoline; 120's Menthol: 6 mg. "Iar", 
0.5 mg. nicotine avo per cigarette. fTC Repon Mat 'B4. 
Stims: 6 mg. ",ar", 0.0 mg. nicotine avo per cigarene by FTC method. 

I 
I 

I 
j 
r l 

I 
! 

i 
I 

I 
1 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


