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PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Th 
has not caused many people to 

.money to their local churche 

I 
lion," said George Gerbner, dean of the Annenberg School. "Their interest in the electronic church is complemen- 

; "Ourstudy found no support for that charge." tary to other forms of religious practice, likechurch 
Gerbner, a member of the research team, said communi- worship." 

cation research over the years indicates that-prime time Followers of TV evangelism ,typically are older, have 
television drama, and religious programming, has become less education and income, are more conservative political- 
the "new religion" in the United States. ly and are more fundamentalist in their religious beliefs 

"Watching television has become a rituai tiat meets . than the average person, the study found. 
certain needs that used to be satisfied by religion," he said, They also are more likely to live in rural areas and in the . . 
in a statement this week. . South and Midwest than people who don't watch religious 

The surveyers found that aboit 13.3 miilidn piople programs, the researchers said.; T .. . -  
larly watch religious programs, or about 6.2 percent of all People who watch religious progranis'lre$eitly ex- 
people with television sets in their homes. . --!-. ; . press greater confidence in their local church leaders than 

,,.y.-The programs "appeal to an older, traditional audience "light viewers" and "non-viewers," they said. 
and watching these programs appears to be a confirmatio~ About one of every four religious programs mentions, 

..of their religious beliefs, not a substitute for them," the. local churches, and one in 10 urges viewers to attend! 
researchers said.. . .  , . . ' . . . . ;.. chdrch, the study found. i 
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Study finds Tv evangelism npt husting local churches 
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PHILADELP~~IA (AP) - The growth of k g  allegiance to organized religion. i c -  ministries suchas PI"I' Network and Jerry ! ' Gerbner,arnemberoftheresearch team, 

TVevangelism hasnot caused many people - cording to researchers from the Annenberg Falwell's Olb Time Gospel Hour. said communication research over the 
tostopattendingordonatingmoney to their School of Communications a t  the Univer- 1 "Television ministries have been yean indicates that primelme television 
local churches, according to researchers ~ig-ia-and ,t: G m  ' suspected of causing or at least mntribut- ' drama, andreligious programming, has he- 
who conducted a two-year study of religion ganlzatlon of rlnceton, N J ; ing to theerosion Of mainline church mem- : come the "new religion" in the United 
and TV. The study was commissioned by a group, : bership. financial contributions and gen- states, 

Television ministries have attracted.. of more than 30 religious organizations, in- I era1 participation." said George Gerbner, "Watching television has become a ritual 
millionsof viewers, hut thoseaudiences are cluding the United Presbyterian Church, dean of the Annenberg School. "Our study thatmeetscertainneedsthatusedto besat- 
usually made up of people with long-stand- the U.S. CatholicConference and television . found no support for that charge." . . . . -~ isfied by religion," hesaid. 
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/guestions on TV religion 
colleagues argued 

last week about whether tele- 
vision gives Christian evange- 

lists enough bang for the buck, Peggy 
Shriver could hardly contain herself. 

Dr. Shriver is in charge of re- 
search and olannine for the National 
Council of dhurchg. She was part of 
a panel assembled a t  the City Univer- 
sity of New York to discuss and as- 
sess the findings of a two-year, 
$175,000 study of the "electronic 
church." 

The analyses of religious TV pro- 
gram content and the public opinion 
survevs were wrformed bv the Gall- 
up oiganization and the Xnnenberg 
School of Communications of t h e m  
yprsitv of Pennsvlvania. 

All styles of cuttent American 
Christianity were represented among 
the 39 organizational sponsors of the 
study: Catholics, liberal and conser- 
vative Protestants and gradations of 
believers in between. They included 
the big, successful religious hroad- 
casters, their imitators in the old-line 
denominations and still other church 
leaders who have stoutlv eschewed 
such imitation. 

The sighs of relief from the last 
group were audible after the re- 
searchers described a consistent audi- 
ence for the television preachers as 
far  smaller than had been claimed by 
many of them. 

Rather than 100 million to 130 
million viewers, the regular followers 
of the TV pulpit stars - those who 
watch a s  much as an hour of their 
religious fare a t  a time - number 
only 7 million, or 3.14 percent of 
Americans with television sets, ac- 

Mr. Somerville is The  Sun's reli- 
gion editor. 

cording to the study. Those who regu- 
larly watch 15 minutes a t  a time 
number 13.3 million. 

The two years of research found 
"no support for tbat charge" that the 
tanned, well-heeled TV evangelists, 
with their wide smiles and highdeci- 
be1 pitches for chastity and dollars. 
are an important reason for erosion 
of main-l&e church membership and 
contributions. 

"The programs appeal to an older, 
traditional audience. and watching 
these programs appears to be a con- 
firmation of their religious beliefs, 
not a substitute for them." the rewrt  
says. "Their interest in the electtbnic 
church is complementary to other 
forms of reliaous practice, like 
church worship." 

George Gerbner, dean of the An- 
nenberg School, commented: "There 
must be other explanations if church 
attendance has declined and there is 
a lack of financhl support!' The es- 
tablished W t i a n  denominations 
should look for their competition Sun- 
day mornings not in the television 
ministry. he said, but in "general tele- 
vision." 

A conclusion about the nature of 
the religious programs themselves, in 
contrast to the people who watch 
them, was what Dr. Shriver could not 
wait to thmw into the discussion hop  
per. 

"It is very sobering to me," she 
said when her turn came. that reli- 
gious television is a s  much a "distor- 
tion of the real world" as commercial 
TV . .. 

She referred ta the study's finding 
that "people who inhabit religious tel- 
evision are  similar to the characters 
who populate the fictional world of 
prime-time drama." 

Among the study's conclusions 
about typical offerings of the syndi- 

cated relieious broadcasters: 1 
 en-outnumber women by ai 

considerable margin on all promam,/ 
even thoueh it is women whb nredom.! 
inate in t& audiences. 

OMen are portrayed in roles of 
authority. The clergy are  nearly al-: 
ways men. 

Women are  generally younger 
than the men on the shows. Rarely do 
the women quote the Bible, even, 
though half of the women in major; 
roles and onefifth of all women par-, 
ticipants are  professionals. 

q The women who are  depicted or 
who participate are more likely than ' 
men to suffer from physical ailments 
and personal problems. "Overall, 
women in religious programs have 
little authoritv and wwer. much like 
women in pr&e-timh drama." 

q Minorities, especially minority 
women and all Hisoanics.-are under- ; 
represented in the 'progrins relative 
to their numbers in the population as . - 
a whole. 
0 Social, moral and ethical issues 

a te  discussed, but purely theological 
questions "are not discuised with any 
frwuencv." -- - = - - ~ ~ - ,  

The programs' "emphasis on per- 
sonal vrohlems and ailments." with 
their "unequal burden on women," 
the study found, has focused the tele- 
vision cameras on "family tensions, 
financial and health nroblems. unem- 
ployment and physic;l bandicaps " 

What IS the Christ~an prescription 
as manifested on Christian TV? 

The "most prominent" of the reli- 
gious hroadcasters, the study said, 
"tend to dwell most on these personal 
problems and ailments and prescribe 
spiritual solutions or - in one out of 
four programs - financial contribu- 
tions." 

Religious television, like commeri- 
cal television, "is ignoring elderly 

Are questions about the audience for shows like Jimmy Swagga 

people, is acting as though you are 
not quite human unless you are 
young, is underplaying Women signifi- 
cantly, underplaying minorities and 
blue-collar people and overplaying 
the clergy, so that the priesthood of 
all believers is not well understood," 
Dr. Shriver lamented. 

Televised Christianity is "against 
the real world," she said. 

Maybe the solution, in her view. if 
one must be found on television, lies 
in secular, prime-time programs like 
"St. Elsewhere" and "Hill Street 
Blues," which portray a slice of life 
that often isnot pretty. 

"At least they are fgrcing me to 
see people who are not part of my 
world," Dr. Shriver said. "That's my 
confession for today." 

At a New York conference with 
much the same participation four 
years ago a "holy war" was mapped 
between conventional churches with 
dwindling resources and television 
preachen with fat hank accounts. 
Though not over, it has entered a new 
phase. Better intelligence, it seems, is 

beginning to bring the warring fac- 
tions to their senses 

The religious broadcasters had 
been viewed with alarm for a decade 
as a proselytizing threat to the old, 
established Protestant denominations 
such as the Episcopalians, Presbyte- 
rians, United Methodists and United 
Church of Cluist. 

And these were being advised to 
modernize their weaponry, to throw 
money a t  the problem, sort of like the 
Pentagon. 

"In order to Survive, the main- 
lines will be forced to meet the com- 
petition head-on - buy air time, 
make more and better use of TV 
themselves, and in general get their 
act together," said Robert M. Liebert, 
a psychologist, a t  the lS8O meeting of 
church leaders d r a m  together by 
their shared anxiety over the tele- 
vised competition. 

The seemingly huge successes of 
the "electronic church" coupled with 
doubts among its managers tbat the 
rosy figures were entirely accurate 
goaded both sides into action. Togeth- 

rrt's missing the point? 

er. thev commissioned the studv. . . 
No theological accommodati 

has been reached between them 
There has not even been a truce. real- 
ly. The two flanks of ~ h r i s t i a n i t ~  are 
off on their separate tangents again. 
each encouraged by something hi the 
=Po* 

The Catholics and main-line 
Protestants were relieved Jhe sug- 
gestion that the Jimmy !? waggarts, 
Pat Robertsons, Jerty Falwells and 
James Rohisons are paper tigers af- 
ter all. And Ben Armstrong, execu- 
tive director of the fundamentalist 
National Religious Broadcasters, was 
thankful to be done with the charge 
that his clients are, in effect, robbing 
the collection plates and closing d o m  
the churches. "Strange bedfellows." 
Dr. Armstrong said of the study's 
sponsorship. "but very stimulating." 

The volumes of statistics produced 
by the research are now being pored 
over for further clues. The compilers 
are satisfied thev did their ioh. "We 
had some good niws and badnews for 
everyone," Dr. Cerbner allowed. "So 
it must be right." / 





Profiling religious N programing 
AnnenbergOallup study finds tors," it said. 'Their viewing of religious 
no contllct wkh local chWChe3, programs correlates with all important mea- 
analyzes audience composRion sures of religiosity." 

The profde of the religious audience tends 
More definitive answers are now offered to to be "fairlv coherent and well defined," the 
~ ~ - ~ -  -~~ ~ 

such questions as who watches religious N: study assekd. 
what its messages are. why people watch "It is what relig~ous audiences have al- 
and how their church-going behavior relates wavs been: somewhat older. lower in educa- - 
to religious prograrmig. 

The additional insights are found in a just- 
completed study by the University of Penp 
svlvania'a Annenbem School of Commum- ., . ---- 

cations and the G ~ I U ~  Organization of 
Rinceton. N.I. The two-year research pm- 
ject was commissioned liy a committei of 
more than 30 mainline and independent 
church groups (BROADCASTING, Oct. 11, 
1982). The research analvted the content of -. -~~ 

religious programs and iicluded one nation- 
al and two regional surveys of viewers of 
religious and other programs. An Annenberg 
research team wrote the final integrated re- 
port. 

In its summation, that team points Out that 
"this study was conceived against a hack- 
ground of ferment and change in traditional 
religious involvement coinciding with the 
rise of commercial television and later of the 
religious TV ministries." 

The rewrt initially focused on the reli- 

tioi and income, more conservative, more 
'fundamentalist' and more likely to live in 
~ r a l  areas and in the South and Midwest 
than those who do not watch religious pro- 
graming." 

The research team estimated that regular 
viewers of religious programs of all &&mi- 
nations number about 13.3 nullion, or 6.2% 
of the estimated total number of persons in 
TV households. 

Viewers of religious programs are drawn 
by content they cannot find elsewhere on 
TV, according to the report, which said: "In 
fact, their dissatisfaction with the 'prevail- 
ing moral climate' (much of which comes to 
them through and from television) may be 
one of the most distinctive bonds' b e k n  
religious programs and their viewers." The 
settions,-the-preaching, the music, the ex- 
perience of having their spirits lifted and a 
feeling of being "close to God" were fre- 
auentlv expressed satisfactions of religious - 

gious auhence, whiih it stressed is notes- viewers. 
sentially new, young, or varied. "Viewers of The survey team found that those who do 
religious programs i r e  by and large also the not watch religious TV programsrhe ma- 
believers, the church-goers, the contribu- jority of the younger and more "upscale" TV 

gious programs do not present as much 
contrast as has been supposed. "Discussion 
of political issues occurs in over half of both 
television ministry and mainline programs 
(but only one-third of general prime time TV 
programs)," it said. "The TV mimstries are 
more likely than mainline church oroerams 
to ask for money, with the promine'nt Glevi- 
sion ministries malung the more numerous 
requests and aslung for meater amounts." 

Social and mor&issu& were found to be 
discussed slightly more on the prominent TV 
m i ~ s m e s  while relieious and theoloeical is- - ~ - -  
sues were not broacMLChed with "any great fre- 
aueocv." 
7-----,- 

Wlth regard to participants in religious 
programs, the report said men outnumber 

women by a considerable margin, women 
are generally younger than men, and minor- 
ities--especially minority women and Hi- 
spanic- underrepresented. It was aiso 
pointed out that women are "rarely, if ever, 
in the role of the clergy and rarely quote the 
Bible." 

The repon offered these audience profiles: 
"Heavy viewers of religious programs are 

more likely than nonviewers to describe 
themselves as conservatives, opwse a nu- 
clear freeze, favor tougher lawsagainst por- 
nography and report v o ~ g  in the last gener- 
al election. Heavy viewers of television tend 
to describe theniselves as political moder- 
ates, are more likely to favor a nuclear 
freeze, are not as concerned with pornogra- 

viewersare more likely to be disintmsted , 
than hostile to such broadcasts. Only one in 
four of those polled expressed objections 
(mostly to the emphasis on fund solicita- 
tion), but three in four choose to switch 
channels rather than watch religious p m  
grams. 

In its next steo. an examination of the 
relahonship between religous programs on 
N a n d  the local churches, the swdy found 
"no supwn" for the charge that television 
minis&& have caused or azleast contributed 
to the erosion of aminline church member- 
ship, fiancial contributions and general 
participation. That; it said, is the feeling of 
both viewers of religious programing and 
frequent church-goers. Survey respondents 
cited a need for "nersonal closeness to mem- 
bers" of one's I& church as one reason for 
local church attendance as opposed to a less- 
er such feelip about TV ministries. Tbe 
s ~ d ~ ' s  findings noted that not only was 
there no conflict between syndicated reli- 
nious TV oromruns and more aaditional e~ ~ 

forms of ~ d r s h t ' ~ ,  but respondents "see them 
as complementarv and mutually reinforcing 
activities rather ihan as subs t i k s  for one 
another." 

However, the repmt said, "the world pn- 
sented and the world view expressed on the 
television ministries may compete morc 
with commercial television than with main- 
l i e  religion." 

As for the "messages of religious televi- 
sion," the research team concluded that the 
contents of evangelical and mainline reli- 

phy (or with the ' m o d  c W  
less likely to say that I & -  
election." 

The Annenbeq 
George Gerbner, L 
ver, Michael Morga 
Also participating w, 
the Gallup Organizat 
now of Rinceton UN 

The pmject was initi 
nications Commission o. 
cil of Churches and the 
Broadcasters. Originally, 
get a clearer undentandin~ 
syndicated religious broadc 
er enlarged to deal with all 
sion. 
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PHILADELPHIA (UPI) - Tele 
vision evangelm attracts a loyal 
and stable audence of older viewers 
who are politically conservative and 
theoloeically fundamentallst, a study 

The survey, conducted by the 
Universitv of Pennsvivania's m e n -  
bern School of Communications. was 

for by a gmup of religious 
organizations, including such TV 
ministries as the PTL Network and 
Old Time Gospel Hour. 

, Researchers for the Gallup Orga- 
lnlzatlon of Prlneetan, N.J., also 
worked on the study. 

George Gerbner, dean of the 
Annenberg School, said the study 
&scredits the theory that watching 
religious programs keeps people 
from attending church. 

"Television ministries have been 
suspected of causing the erosion of 
mainline church membership, fiian- 
cia1 contributions and general par- 

.ticipation," he said. "Our study 
found no support for that charge." 

The survey estimated the num- 
ber of people who regularly watch 
religious television at 13.3 million, 
about 6.2 percent of the estimated 
number of people in households with 
televisions. 

"The programs appeal to an 
older, traditional audience, and 
watching these programs appears to 
be a confirmation of their relieious 
beliefs, not a substitute for thGm," 
Gerbner said. "Their interest in the 
electronic church is complementary 
to other forms of religious practice, 
like church wofihip." 

The study also showed the fol- 
lowing about viewers: 

Half say they are dissatisfied 
with the "prevailing moral climate." 
Only onethird of those people who 
do not watch religious programs feel 
this way. 
! Half of the viewers cohsider 
evangelism and missionary work the 
main goal of the church. Only one 
third of non-viewers agree. 

O Only onefifth of the viewers 
& a i d  the church should be "working 
-' for social justice," but onethird of 

non-viewers consider this a church 
priority. 

The survey was commissioned 
by a coalition called the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Electronic Church 
Research. In addition to several TV 
ministries, the committee includes 
the National Council of Churches. 
the United States Catholic Confer- 
ence, the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, the United Presbyterian Church 
and more than 30 other religious 
organizations. ,# 

.. - -  . ~ ..-. ~ 
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['Electronic Church' Faulted for Not Reflecting Real Life 1 
G27D 

By FRANK P.L. FOMERVILLE 
The Baltimore Sun 

AS her  male co!leanues a r ~ u e d l a s t  week about 
whether television gi;es ~ h r i s t i a n  evangelists . , 
enough bang for the buck, Peggy Shriver could 
hardly contain herself. 

h1s:shriver is in charge nf research and planning 
for the National Couticil of Churches. She was part of 
;I irnnelassembled at theCity University of New York 
t ~ d i s c u s s  and assess thc fiildingsot a two-year. 
S175.000study of the "eicctronic church." 

'The analysesof reiirious TV program content and 
Lhc ouhlicooinionsurievs were oeiformed bv the .~~~ ~ ~. 
(;;lluporganization andthe  ~ n i c n b e r g  schoolof 
Communicationsof the U n i v w  oft'ennsvlvania 

All stylesol AmericanChrist ianit~ were 
reprrscnted among the ~~or~nnizationalsponsors of 
the study: Catholics, liberal and conservative 
Protestants and gradations of believers in between. 
They included th;? big, successful religious , 
broadcasters, their imitators in the olddine 
denominations and still other church leaderswho 

have stoutly eschewed such imitation. 
The siehs of relief from the last  arouo were audible 

after  th~resea rche r sdesc r ibed  acons~steot  audience 
for the television preachers a s  far  smaller than had 
been claimed by many of them. 

Rather than i00 to 1i0 million viewers. the regular 
foliouersofthcTVpulpit  s tars  - those who watchas 
muc l~  a s  an  hour of their relinious fare  a t  a t ime - 
number only 7 million, ur3.1'4 pcrcentof Americans 
u ith television sets, according to the study. Those 
who regularly watch 15 minutes a t  a timenumber 
13.8 million. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~ 

The two yearsof research found "nosupport for 
tliatchargc" that the tanned, weli.heeledTV 
cvaneelists, u.ilh thctr a i d e  smiles and hieh.decibel 
pitches for chastity and dollars, areanim'bortant 
reason for erosion of main.line church membership 
andcontributions. 

"The programs appe:~l to anolder. traditional 
aildicnce, and watching these programs appears to 
b r a  confirm3lion of their religious beliefs. not a 
s~~bs t i lu t e  for them." the report says. 

A conclusion nbuut the natureof the religious 

programs themselves, incontrast  to the people who 
watch them. was what Ms. Shriver could not wait to 
throw into the discussion hooner. 

"It is very sobering to me;'; she said when herturn 
came, that religious televisionis a s  much a 

"distortion of the real world" ascommercial  TV. 
She referred lo thestudy's finding that "people who 

inhabit religious television a r e  similar to the 
characters  who populate the fictional world of 
orime.time drama.". 
' Among the studi 's  conclusions about typical 
offerings of the syndicated religious broadcastcrs: 

Men outnumber women by aconsiderable 
'margin on a11 programs, though it is women who 
predominate in the audiences. 

Men a re  portrayed in rolesof authority. The 
clergy arenear ly  always men. 

The women who a re  depicted or  who participate 
are more likely than men tosuffer from physical 
ailments and personal problems. 

"Overall, women in religious procrams havelittle - - 
authority and power. muchlike wonien inpr1me.time 
drama." 7 

?+Iinorities, especially minority women and all , * 

Hispanics. are under-represented in the programs 
relative to their numbers in the  population a s  a .  . 
whole. 

The most prominent of the religious broadcaste>(, 
the study said. "tend todwell most on these oersonll  ~ ~~- 

problems andailments and prescribe s p i r i t i i l  ----I- 
solutionsor - inoneout of four programs - financial . 
contributions." I 

Religious television, like commerical  television.: 
"is ignoringelderly people, is actlng a s  though you: 
a re  not quite human unless you a r e  young. i s  
underplaying women significantly. underplaying : 
minortties and blue-collar pe0pl.e and overplaying : 
the clergy, so that the priesthood of all believersis : 
not well understood," Ms. Shriver said. I 

Maybe the solution, in her  view. if one must  be  : 
found on television, liesin secular, pr imedime : 
programs such a s  "St. Elsewhere" and "Hill Street: 
Blues." which portray a slice of life that  often i s  not # 

pretty. 
"At least they are  forctng me to see  people who a r i  

not part of my world." Ms. Shriver said. "That's m)rl 
confessinn for  today." < 

Huntsville Times (Huntsville, AL)     4/25/1984
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( Conventioneers descend ( 
on Las Vegas and France 
The National Assn. of Broadcasters annual 
convention in Las Vegas and Marche lnterna- 
tional des Programmes de Television in 
Cannes, France, are keeping industry execu- 
tlves busy (Page 3). For example, the Big 3 
are trying to get their share of the overseas 
market with only a few properties. (Page 24) 

lnstant gratification 
Taft Broadcasting's sale of its U.S. amuse- 
ment parks quickly boosted its stock, but an- 
alysts are more attracted to the long-term 
picture. (Focus on F~nance column, Page 41) 

obing a press 
Some dispute 

By CRAIG LEDDY 

For the past several years, the National Co- 
alition on Television Violence has gained much 
attention by warning about the ill effects of 
watching excessive violence on tv. 

News coverage of the group has ranged from 
stories in the  Wall Street  Journal  and the  
Washzngton Post to appearances on "Today" 
and "Nightline." 

As a result of such exposure, the coalition 

Related editorial on Page 6. 
-- ~~~ ~~~-p ~- - 

and its leader, Thomas Radecki, a 38-year-old 
Illinois psychiatrist, have become highly visible 
participants in one of tv's most controversial 
ongoing debates. 

Backed by the findings of psychology re- 
searchers, the NCTV has preached loudly and 
relentlessly that many of the tv shows enjoyed 
by millions of Americans may be hazardous to 
their mental health. The group widely publi- 

Thomas Radecki (I.) and the NCTV have rated Mr. T and "The A Team" as being most violent on tv. (Continued on Page 28) 

ESPN founder agrees to sell share 
By RICHARD ZACKS 

The Entertainment & Sports Pro- 
gramming Network's founder and 
minority owner, Bill Rasmussen, 
has agreed to sell 15% of ESPN to 
Turner Broadcasting System if TBS 
succeeds in buying the other 85% . . 
from Texaco. 

Both Mr. Rasmussen and a TBS 
executive confirmed the existence 
of the deal. 

Texaco previously announced 
plans to sell its share of the cable tv 
network, which it acquired as part 
of its recent purchase of Getty Oil 
Co. (EM, April 12). 

Texaco is to draw up bid parame- 
ters this week, according to in- 
formed sources, with bids likely to 
arrive in early May. 

Sources say Texaco's priorities 
a re  cash, speed of closing and a 
commitment by the buyer to honor 

all of the cable network's commit- 
ments. 

At press time, ABC executives, 
including Herb Granath, president 
of ABC Video Enterprises, were 
preparing to go into a meeting that 
could add another major element to 
t h e  E S P N  sa le .  Accord ing  to 
sources, the possible purchase of 
ESPN by ABC was at the top of the 
executives' agenda. 

In a telephone interview from 
Tulsa, Okla., where he is doing con- = sulting work for the Satellite Pro- 

USFL nixed ABC offer gram Network, Mr. Rasmussen said 
TBS is the only company that has 
contacted him directly. 

He said, however, that  he  has 

(Continued on Paae 42) 

ABC News cancels debate 
WASHINGTON-ABC News canceled its political 

debate between the three Democratic presiden- 
tial contenders May G at Ohio State University 
because it was doubtful that Rev. Jesse Jackson's 
schedule would have allowed him to attend. Hal 
Bruno, political director of ABC News, said the 
network hasn't scheduled any other-dehates dur- 
ing the primary elections, but the Democratic 
hopefuls have been offered a spot on "Nightline" 
if they can arrange it. 

6Twilight ZoneVtrials okayed 
Ho~~uwaoo-In a decision that shocked the ~~~~ ~ 

film production community here, a Los Angeles 
municipal court judge said there was enough evi- 
dence to try director John Landis and two others 
on three charges of involuntary manslaughter 
for the deaths of the actor Vic Morrow and two 
child actors in the July,  1982, filming of the 
"Twilight Zone: The Movie." The judge said Mr. 
Landis, the special effects chief Paul Stewart 

(Continued on Page 42) 
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NEWS SUMMARY Busy schedule b lm~ed 
The National Coalition on Television Violence has 

gained much attention by warning about the ill effects of watching 
excessive violence on tv. But little is known about the organization 
itself. ELECTRONIC MEDIA recently conducted an in-depth investigation 
of the interest group and uncovered numerous questions about its 
methods and its claims. (Page 1; Editorial on Page 6) 

The Entertainment & Sports Programming Net- 

While the major U.S. producers and syndicators rake in 
about 80% of the revenue from the overseas sale of domestic tv pro- 
grams, ABC, CBS and NBC, the giants of American tv, fight for a 
mere 20%. Still, the Big 3 are slugging it out at the April 24 to 29 
Marcke International des Programmes de Television in Cannes, 
France. Back in the U.S., broadcasters will put aside programing in 
favor of politics and bringing out the vote at the the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters' 62nd annual convention in Las Vegas April 29 
through May 2. (Pages 3 and 24) 

The three major tv networks, hurt by their loss in the 
battle over the financial-interest rule, are retaliating by hitting Hol- 
lywood producers in their pocketbooks, Alan Hirschfield, chairman 
of 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., charged last week. (Page 3) 

I The regulatory battle over tv program ownership 
and  svndication riehts has been out on ice until next vear. Mark 

I rules until "after 1984." (Page 2) 

Peter Lund is likely to become president of CBS 
Sports before the end of the year, according to a well-placed source. 
Mr. Lund recently was named exec vp of the division. The appoint- 
ment to the presidency is being delayed until Mr. Lund, formerly 
general manager of WCBS in New York, becomes better known in 
the sports community, the source said. (Page 3) 

1 Fred Flintstone and Mike Schmidt r nv  hc nlon.y 
I: ... kc, .  1-1 ( ' .n~inn~~t~-I~. , ie t l  'L',.tt Br..adcasr~n~ Cr.. lrut ~nvcsrtr, .ire, 

more taken with the company's potential to expand and upgrade its 
broadcast properties. (Page 41) 

The Learning Channel moves to a 24-hour-a-day 
I I J .  I Thr \ V n ~ h ~ n ~ r < ~ n - b u i c d  ndl-.pr.f~r i. , l , l t  I Y  !let- 
s \ ~  r k  I I , ,~ 1 I Il<,ut ; ai !.rtgraln1ng a day ! iJ~.& 41 

The Disney Channel, which turned one year old last week, 
should have 2 million subscribers and be operating in the black a 
year from now, says James P. Jimirro, president of the pay tv ser- 
vice. However. Walt Disnev Productions. Darent of the Disnev 

Cable operators should interconnect to deliver bigger 
markets to advertisers, said Jack Clifford of Colony Communica- 
tions, at a Southern California Cable Assn. meeting last week. The 
chairman of the country's 30th-largest multiple system cable opera- 
tion said that so many advertisers insist on "bokcar numbers" before 
moving into cable that "we as an industry are foolish not to intercon- 
nect far this purpose." (Page 18) 

The major networks seem be making headway in 
their efforts to persuade advertisers to base their buys on broader 
demoeraohics and to be more suooortive of controversial Droaram- , . . . . . .  
.:I; . \ ~ I v c r t ~ , ~ ~ . ~  , , ~ ? I L ,  .v. ;.LLJ a,Ivcrt~scr~ C L ~ I I ~ I Z I  T I I , ~ I  thev t2r- n j i l -  

.~<lcr!~,d ntw \v.qy< fif buy.n,: and luddllg tv 1 1 ~ 1 t .  : a ~ ~ t l  thst \h:ulrl bc 
I . I  I .  I i :  - d I .  I I i l l  C ~ S . > I I  

(Page 26) 

Getting off to a late start, Tokyo-based Dentsu, the 
world's largest advertising agency, is moving aggressively into 
Japan's booming cable tv industry. Planning to become bath opera- 
tors and program suppliers, Dentsu and its archrival, Hakuhodo, 
Jaoan's No. 2 advertisine aeencv. are eettine into the cable tv indus- 

Guarded optimism prevailed at Videotex '84. Atten- 
dees at the Chicago exhibition last week seemed to believe that get- 
tine new videotex services and software into the marketplace will 
tak; more time and money than expected. Many attendees also ad- 
mitted that teletext seems to be taking a back seat to videotex. (Pages 
12 and 14) 

'after 1984' 
By CRAIG LEDDY The  proposed ru les  change sources and the commissioners 

sparked an intense lobbying war themselves. 
WASHINGTON-The regula tory  between the networks, which were "As chairman, I'm unwilling to 

battle over tv program ownership delighted with the plan, and the put us back into that maelstrom of 
and syndication rights has been Hollywood community,  which lobbying," he said. "Frankly, some 
put on ice until next year. claimed the proposal would ruin commissioners don't want me to 

Mark Fowler, Federal Commu- many program producers and in- bring it up." 
nications Ca~nmission chairman, dependent tv stations. In late March, 20 senators signed 
last week called off the FCC's plan Under pressure from the White a letter to the FCC urging it to 
to ease the financial interest and House and Congress, both of which postpone any change in the rules 
network syndication rules until sided with Hollywood, Mr. Fowler for at least two years-a morato- 
"after 1984." had vowed to delay t h e  ru les  rium that reflects President Rea- 

Mr. Fowler made his statements change until at least May 10. gan's wishes (EM, April 5).  
April 20 during an informal lun- But in his statements to report- When asked if the delay was a 
cheon with reporters in the com- ers, Mr. Fowler indicated that the response to the letter, Mr. Fowler 
mission meeting roam. commission doesn't want to touch said, "No, it's not being done be- 

Last fall, Mr. Fowler led an ill- the issue until next year. cause of pressure from the Hill." 
fated drive to relax the  rules, Mr. Fowler blamed a busy FCC Some of the mbre cynical report- 
which currently bar ABC, CBS agenda for causing the delay and ers laughed at that statement, lead- 
and NBC from owning and syndi- said the lobbying war took "an ing Mr. Fowler to grin and say, 
cating the shows they air. undue toll" on commission re-  "Give me a break, will you now?"# 

Arbitron to reissue ratings 
By MORRIE GELMAN 

Arbitron Ratings Co, last week 
decided to reissue its fall radio rat- 
ings books for the San Francisco- 
San Jose area. 

"We're going against our policy 
and are reissuing a book, though 
there were no mistakes made," a 
spokeswoman for the audience 
measurement company said. 

The move was recommended by 
the Electronic Media Rating Coun- 
cil, an independent organization 
established to mediate audience 
measurement problems. It was for- 
merly known as the  Broadcast 
Rating Council. 
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The EMRC became involved 
after San Francisco-San Jose sta- 
tions complained about the fal l  
survey (EM, Jan. 26). 

Specifically, complaining sta- 
tions KABL (am, fm) said a San 
Francisco stat ion,  KYA (am),  
changed formats, ownership and 
call letters during the last two days 
of the survey, yet all of its ratings 
results were reported under the 
new call letters, KOIT (am). 

Adding to the confusion, Arhi- 
tron listed KYA-FM as simply 
KYA because, after all, there was 
no KYA (am) in the book. 

Protesting stations said the re- 
port confused time buyers. 

The mediation panel convened 
April 12 in the Arhitron offices in 
New York. I t  recommended that 
Arbitron reissue the book, substi- 
tuting the KYA (am) call letters for 
KOIT (am). In other words, KOIT 
(am) will not appear at all. 

Meanwhile, KYA-FM will be 
shown under  tha t  designation 
rather than merely as KYA. 

Before the mediation, Arbitron 
had not planned to reissue the San 
Francisco Bay Area reports. 

The research company main- 
tained it followed its usual oolicv . . 
oi ustng the call letters that \wrc in 
use at thc ind  rhc survey period. 

The rcissuc is cxpecred in 3lay.a 
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Some dispu 
(Continued from Page 28) 

even in a political speech and even where a 
speaker doesn't know he's inciting imminent 
violence. That speech is not protected." 

Dr. Radecki says the group isn't against all 
forms of violence on tv. 

He says it approves of shows containing 
"educational violence," designed to teach 
rather than entertain. 

Such shows, he explains, include Shake- 
speare's plays and "The Day After," ABC's 
program about a nuclear holocaust. 

One of the initial strategies of the NCTV 
was to spur boycotts of products advertised 
on shows containing high levels of violence. 

But the coalition largely has abandoned 
that approach because, Dr. Radecki admits, it 
hasn't been too successful. 

The group's literature urges its readers to 
send letters to the networks and to Congress 
to bring about a reduction in tv violence. 

Officials at  the  major commercial net- 
works say they receive few complaints about 
violent fare, that most complaints about pro- 
gram content concern sex and blasphemy. 

In an  effort to heighten public concerns 
over tv,  the  NCTV has in the past year 
begun pushing for legislation that would re- 
quire the commercial networks to provide 
one ad soot to tv violence oooonents for . . 
every three ads containing violent promo- 
tional material for a network program. 

The NCTV has a Washington staff mem- 
ber, David Hostetter, a 1983 graduate of Jun- 
iata College in Huntingdon, Pa., who shares 
office space with the Telecommunications 
~ e s e a r c h  Action Center. 

Mr. Hostetter says t he  legislation has 
uicked no endorsements bv manv oublic in- 

NCTV's strategy. After its formation, the or- 
ganization began collecting formal endorse- 
ments from top psychiatrists, psychologists, 
hospitals and ather organizations. 

But several of those listed as endorsers in 
the NCTV's recent newsletters told ELEC- 
TRONIC MEDIA that they aren't actually en- 
dorsers of the organization. 

"Where did you pick this up?" said an as- 
tonished Fred Seligman, when told that the 
child and adolescent psychiatry department 
he heads at the University of Miami School 
of Medicine is listed as an NCTV endorser. 

"We don't ea around endorsing erouns." u - u  A ,  

Dr. Seligman insisted. 
Af ter  ELECTRONIC MEDIA'S inqu i ry ,  h e  

dashed off a letter to the NCTV asking for an 
explanation. 

Dr. Radecki insists the NCTV has signed 
statements from every individual and insti- 
tution it lists as an  endorser. 

Some administrators of institutions may 
not be aware that a previous director en- 
dorsed the NCTV, and some people endors- 
ing as individuals may accidentally have 
signed up the organization they work for, he 
explains: 

When asked about this, Dr. Seligman said 
he has been at the department since the late 
1960s and that neither he nor his uredeces- 
sor, who is a close friend of his, would make 
such an endorsement. 

Shouldn't have been listed 
Officials at the Children's Orthopedic Hos- 

pital and Medical Center in Seattle say their 
hospital shouldn't have been listed as an en- 
dorser, either. 

"The hospital board doesn't do those sorts 
of things," said Sue Macek, the hospital's 
communications director. 

However, the NCTV then produced an en- 
dorsement sheet dated in 1981 and signed by 
Truman Katz, the chief executive officer of 
the hospital then and now. 

In response, Ms. Macek stood firm. "We 
are not affiliating ourselves with NCTV," 
she said. 

"We felt it was presumptuous on their part 
to continue an affiliation based on an  agree- 
ment signed hack in 1981." 

Mr. Katz couldn't be reached. 
Dr.  Radecki said the  hospital's name 

would be removed from the endorsement 
list. 

The director of the Children's Treatment 
Center in Ontario, which also is listed as an 
NCTV endorser, said that organization, too, 
is not affiliated with the coalition, though a 

previous director, who left the center in 
1981, had signed an endorsement sheet. 

Roh McAllister, the former host of "Won- 
derama." a children's show on WNEW-TV 

"The purpose [of the NCTV] is to inform 
the public that the amount of violence an  tv 
may not he healthy, particularly for chil- 
dren. So that's whv I lent mv name." savs 

the NCTV, he urged Action for Children's 
Televlslon, a public interest group, to get in- 
volved in the tv violence issue and that he 
sent ACT $1.000. 

he  doesn't recall signing any endorsement 
~ ~ 

sheet. 
Mr. McAllister believes the NCTV got his 

name from an  ad he olaced in the New York 

But ~ e g & ~ h a r r e n ,  president of ACT, dis- 1 putes Dr. Radecki's report. 
in New York, says he was aware that the 
NCTV used his name several years ago, but 

One endorser, John Paul Brady, a profes- 
sor of psychiatry at  the University of Penn- 
sylvania, says he donated about $50 to the 
NCTV "because I feel it's a useful cause, be- 

" ~ ~, ~" I ~ e ~ t e r ~ r i n s p o o n ,  &sociate professor of psy- 
chiatry at  Harvard Medical School. 

"I guarantee you," Ms. Charren says, "it 
was not $1,000. He may have sent some small 
amount, but not $1,000." 

She savs ACT hasn't affiliated itself with 
" - 

commercial aired during "Wonderama." 
Mr. McAllister said his name was taken off 

the list after he appeared with Dr. Radecki 
in a panel discussion and "we didn't hit it off 
too well." 

Mr. McAllister adds: "The basic idea I 
agree with-cutting hack on violence on tv. 
But I think this Radecki is on his own ego 
trip." 

Times ohiectine to akiolent oromotional tv 

Know little about NCTV 
The NCTV has been endorsed by many 

top doctors, but some of those say they know 
little about the group and that they endorsed 
it merely as a means of endorsing the cause 
against violence. 

"I've heard some uncomfortable things 

I cause the evidence that violence adverselv I the NCTV because "thev're talkine about ad 

researcher, who asked not to be identified. 
"On the other hand, frankly, I feel the 

issue, no matter what the groufis about, is a 
real one. Sometimes you have to stand up 
and scream about it in order to get something 
accomplished." 

Milton Eisenhower, professor emeritus at 
Johns Hopkins University and former chair- 
man of the President's Commission on the 
Prevention of Violence, says he is convinced 
that tv violence is harmful, particularly for 
young people. 

"But I don't know offhand about that asso- 

again?" 
After checking his files, Dr. Eisenhower 

found that he  had, in fact, endorsed the  
group in December, 1980. When asked what 
he knew about the NCTV, he said, "Not a 
great deal. But I am against violence on tele- 
vision." 

Some person, including those who have 
completed research on the effects of tv vio- 
lence, are pleased to support a group that is 
standing up for their side. 

affects viewers is verv P O O ~ . "  

good organization" and says the group's 
newsletters are useful. 

In recent literature, the NCTV lists as its 
board members Grace Baisinger, past presi- 
dent of the National PTA; Townes Osborn, 
president of the Washington Assn. for Tele- 
vision and Children; Nelson Price, public 
media director of United Methodist Commu- 
nications; Dr. Radecki, and Mr. Simon. 

John Lion, a professor in the department 
of psychiatry at the University of Maryland, 
also is listed as a board member in recent 
releases. thoueh he resigned last summer. u u 

Another hoard member, who asked not to 
he named, explained that the group merely 
is trying to save money by using old statio- 
nery hearing Dr. Lion's name. 

"It's bad practice, hut that's what he [Dr. 
Radecki] does," the member said. 

The same source said Dr. Lion resigned 
due to disagreements with Dr. Radecki. 

calls to his office. 

One-third of the budget 
Dr. Radecki says he contributes about one- 

th i rd  of t he  NCTV's annua l  budget  of 
$100,000, while the  rest comes from the  
group's some "2,000 to 3,000 members." 

He says members give an average of $20, 
while a few give $200 or more. Among the 
heavy contributors is Dr. Radecki's brother, 
Patrick, a physician in Oregon. 

Last year, the American Medical Assn. 
granted $8,250 to the NCTV to help it run a 
conference on tv violence in Washington last 
October. 

An AMA spokeswoman says the memher- 
ship wanted to reassert its concern over the 

I iss$: Radecki says that before his days with 

boycotts, rating prograks, wiping violence 
off tv and censuring programs. These ways 
of doing business are mare of a problem than 
the violence on tv." 

In its effort to educate viewers about tv 
violence, the NCTV has had the most success 
gaining publicity with quarterly monitoring 
reports. 

The reports list the number of violent acts 
contained in broadcast and cable programs. 

For example, in the fourth quarter, 1983, 
results, "The A Team" and "The Fall Guy" 
clocked in as the heavyweights of violence, 
both with 46 actsper hour. 

About 9,000 newsletters 
The NCTV.sends out about 9.000 of its 

.4~..""1\ ,lr(\.laltrls, . I I C I U . I I I ~ ~  i0111,. 1. I l l  
1 . 1 .  . , , < I  at,.-ut 5 1 I lo I\. (tars 

Thi  rrsulis haw brcn pub l i~ :~ : J  \s icIrly by 
the press and have been the basis for appear- 
ances by Dr. Radecki on numerous tv and 
radio programs in the U.S. and abroad. 

But some leading researchers question the 
methods NCTV uses to eenerate its findines. " " 

"Tom Radeckl is golng around spouting a 
lot of f~gures, but we don't really know how 
he arrlves at  it," says George Gerbner, dean 
and associate professor of communications at 
the Annenberg School of Communications. 

Mr. Gerbner. who has conducted exten- 
sive tv research for the past 15 years, says 
one of his assoc~ates consulted wlth the  
NCTV when the group imtlally established 
~ t s  methodology But the NCTV, he says, has 
since "somewhat departed from it, from 
what I unde~stand " 

According to a statement of its monitoring 
procedures, the NCTV defines a violent act 
as "interuersonal violence: The deliberate 
and hostiie use of overt force (or the immedi- 
ate and direct threat) by one individual, an 
agent, coercively against another individual, 
a victim." 

Based on the i r  sever i ty ,  the  acts a r e  
(Continued on Page 34)  
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Highly visib a 

of it in-house. 
Indeed, the NCTV seems to stir 

violence that is its focal point. 

for Decency. 
The NCTV is affiliated with neither. 

'We hope that we can some dav. here in the United 
States, get so we can start lock& up the producers 
and distributors of obscene violence. Once we can 
start putting these people in prison, I think the 
situation will change. It's onlv a matter of time.' 

Mr. Simon is now executive 
director of the revamped NCCB, 

Dr. Radecki and his supporters say they're now the Telecommunications Research Ac- 
upset about a world in which shows contain- tion Center. 
ing high violence turn big network profits; By 1978, the NCCB was too financially 
where a young man shoots the President of plagued to continue the tv monitoring. Lead- 
the US. to prove his love for an actress, and ers felt a separate group was needed to ad- 
where 29 individuals shoot themselves to dress the violence issue, Mr. Simon says. 
death, allegedly imitating the Russian rou- It was Dr. Radecki who picked up the 
lette scene in "The Deer Hunter." torch. 

Bv all indications. Dr. Radecki is ex- In November. 1979. the NCTV held its first 
tremely concerned about violence in enter- 
tainment. 

In between practicing psychiatry i n  
Champaign and Decatur, Ill., and teaching 
parttime at Southern Illinois University, he 
volunteers much of his energy, time and 
money to the NCTV cause. 

The son of a Toledo, O., anesthesiologist, 
Dr. Radecki was attending Ohio State Uni- 
versity's medical school when he became 
particularly concerned about violence in en- 
tertainment. 

meeting. The following March, it incor- 
porated as a nonprofit organization. 

In an interview, Mr. Johnson, the former 
FCC commissioner and NCCB leader, who 
now teaches at the University of Iowa, re- 
called that he was impressed by Dr. Ra- 
decki's eagerness to jump into t6e fray, to 
"get a plow and do it." 

Although Mr. Nader was chairman of the 
NCCB when the NCTV was formed, he says 
he never involved himself in the creation of 
the violence-opposing group. 

The final straw "He was phliosophically supportive, but 
he's never actually officially endorsed us," 

He savs the final straw was "A Clockwork Dr. Radecki savs. 
Orange," the futuristic, crime-laden movie 
directed by Stanley Kuhrick. 

Dr. Radecki calls it "a big excuse to put a 
lot of violence on the screen. 

"There was a scene in the movie where a 
hunch of punks walk under a footbridge and 
there's a drunk lying on the side, and they 
kick and beat him up and then go on whis- 

Monitoring facilities 
Once the NCTV was established, Dr. Ra- 

decki, who moved to Illinois to begin private 
psychiatric practice, set up monitoring facili- 
ties. 

A rather prolific writer, he also began 
~ublishine uam~hlets. newsletters and Dress -. . 

tling Beethoven and having fun,"he recalls. 
-Thomas Radwki. I The film affected him ~rofoundlv. he savs. decided aeainst havine the  - - - - -- - -- - - - - - " ,  

"There's a tunnel which connects the med- N m  chairperso; I ical school to the hospital at Ohio State: he 
munications Research Action Center), a pub- 1 ened to attack many areas of the media, 
lic interest organization. 

At that time, the NCCB was chaired by the 
widely known consumer activist Ralph 
Nader. Mr. Nader, however, says he had vir- 
tually no involvement in creating the  
NCTV. 

The coalition, based in Champaign, Ill., 
with office space in Washington, claims to 
have grown to more than 2,000 members. 

It is led by a five-member board of directors 
OI.J ,upported by an annual budget ci  .tppl-,,x- 
~nl~ tc ly  S I L  J , . I I ~ J ,  accord:ng ti, Dr. RaJ+< kl 

I ) r  Khdccki oro\,tcles ao.,ut r.tlc-tll~rd bt  ~ ~ 

the Ludgcr himscli, and .ni.rlrr.. s . 4 ~  t h y  dl- 
recrlon i ,f  rhc group 1% alnl.:,~ t . > t ~ l l v  (11  111, 

hands. 
The coalition's primary stated purpose is to 

educate viewers about the dangers of tv vio- 
lence and spur public against 

some related to tv and others a hit more dis- 
tant. It has scrutinized, for example, movies, 
pornographic magazines, hostile humor, 
hoard games, comic hooks, children's toys, 
alcohol abuse, sports and the names of punk 
rock bands. 

More recently, the NCTV has reached 
across the border to establish an Interna- 
tional Coalition Against Violent Entertain- 
ment. Together, the  NCTV and similar 
groups in other countries are fighting vio- 
lence in media worldwide. 

Dr. Radecki admits that, with what is es- 
sentially a low-budget operation, his group's 
workings aren't always perfect. 

But he strongly defends his cause and his 
methodology, charging that criticism of the 
NCTV's practices is designed to obscure a 
highly important social issue. 

says, "and I was, the next day, going through able, too expensive and could he done better 
that tunnel and there was this nurse about 30 in-house. 
yards in front of me, and I had a flash of her He savs his organization's newsletters and 
being on the ground and me kicking and 
beating her. 

"I related right away where that thought 
and feeling came from. Obviously it came 
from the movie, and I had put myself in the 
position of the very people I was objecting to. 

"It's a very common occurrence, I find. I 
always assume that I'm pretty normal.. .I 
think it's normal for us to put ourselves in 
these different roles and different experi- 
ences. 

"I was quite upset that here I was having 
very violent feelings because of some stupid 
movie." 

So Dr. Radecki took matters into his own 
hands. 

During the mid to late 1970s, he sent sev- 
eral thousand dollars to the National Citizens 
Committee for Broadcasting, along with let- 

other 'eleasesHre designed to educate 
viewers about the potential dangers of vio- 
lent entertainment. 

Dr. Radecki insists the NCTV doesn't 
favor censorship. But during a tape:recorded 
interview with ELECTRONIC MEDIA, he said: 

"We hope that we can some day, here in 
the United States, get so we can start locking 
up the producers and distributors of obscene 
violence. 

"Once we can start putting these people in 
prison, I think the situation will change. It's 
only a matter of time." 

Asked whether that would violate the 
First Amendment, Dr. Radecki replied, 
"These programs are inciting imminent vio- 
lence, and the First Amendment does not 
protect the incitement of imminent violence, 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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weighted on a scale of 1 (low vio- 
lence) to 5 (high violence). 

Therefore ,  according to t h e  
NCTV's statement of monitoring 
procedures, a stabbing would he 
rated as a 5, hitting with a fist as a 3 
and a mild push as a 1. 

Then the rater watching the pro- 
gram is allowed to add or subtract 
"discretionary points." 

For a really severe violent act, 
such as "shooting someone in the 
face at close range with a shotgun," 
the procedures allow for a score of 
6 rather than 5. 

On the other hand, "swatting a 
young child with a newspaper and 
making him cry," would be given a 
2 rather than a 3. 

Slapstick and violence in docu- 
mentaries is scored the same as if it 
were in a dramatic context "he- 
cause research clearly demon- 
strates negative effects resulting 
from violent portrayals in any 
form." the ~rocedures state. 

. 
In results for the fourth quarter 

of 1983, "Cheers" registered four 
vlolent acts per hour while "Happy 
Days" had three, according to the 
NCTV. 

Sports violence isn't counted un- 
less the incident occurs outslde the 
parameters of the game, such as a 
fight in a hockey game. 

Special schedule 
Cable tv has a special discretion- 

ary point schedule. Films shown on 
Home Box Office and other cable 
networks can receive a 7 "for those 
acts of extreme violence which, in 
the monitor's judgment, would 
likely be edited out if the film were 
shown on commercial television.'' 

According to the NCTV's scores, 
cable movie networks such as HBO 
and Showtime/The Movie Chan- 
nel have far outpaced the commer- 
cial networks in airing violence. 

Recently, the group monitored 
music videos and listed many, in- 
cluding those by the popular singer 
Michael Jackson, with a large "V" 
for containing violent scenes. 

For the so-called prime time 
soap operas such as "Dallas" and 
"Dynasty," the NCTV has insti- 
tuted a new designation. 

Such shows, though low in phys- 
ical violence. are marked with an 
asterisk, which stands for "high 
emotional violence." 

The monitors' weighted scores 
are standardized by a mathemati- 
cal formula that figures out the 
number of "standard" violent acts 
-the middle score of 3-per hour 
for each show. 

According to Dr. Radecki, the 
NCTV current ly  is using th is  
mathematical formula: The total 
weighted scores multiplied by 20 
and divided by the length of the 
program. 

Asked why the number 20 is 
used in the euuation. Dr. Radecki. 
after seemingio grope for a way td 
explain it, said the figure comes 
from dividing the number of min- 
u t e s  i n  an  hour-60-by t h e  
NCTV's middle score of 3 violent 
acts per hour. 

"It makes it easier for the moni- 
tors," he  continued. "By multi- 
plying it first by 20, then dividing 
by 60, they're able to calculate in 
acts per hour." 

For example, using the formula, 
an hourlong show containing five 
acts of severe violence, all scored 5, 
comes out with 8.33 acts per hour, 
which the group would round off 
to 8. 

An hourlong show with low vio- 
lence-say, five ls-comes out 

1.66, which NCTV would round off 
to 2. 

Because the formula is used, the 
NCTV's final violence count isn't 
necessarily the actual number of 
violent incidents contained in the 
program. It is, instead, a projection 
of sorts. This is not explained in 
the NCTV newsletters. 

Dr. Radecki says the monitors 
don't always see every episode of 
the shows and some episodes are 
preempted by other programs dur- 
ing the quarter. 

But that isn't indicated in the 
quarter-year results, which are re- 
leased as though 11 to 13 weeks 
worth of episodes were actually 
viewed. 

Therefore, "Laverne and Shir- 
ley" once tallied nine incidents of 
violence per hour in a quarter, 
though, according to Dr. Radeckl, 
onlv three e~isodes were observed. 
one of whiih contained repeated 
fighting between the two girls. 

Crying foul 
Such methodology has the net- 

works and some independent re- 
searchers loudly crying foul. 

They say the method of weight- 
ing the incidents, adding discre- 
tionary points and counting come- 
dic violence creates highly suhjec- 
tive results. 

Dr. Radecki counters such criti- 
cism by saying, "It's all pretty 
much in a cookbook way so nobody 
can make a mistake." 

Mr. Gerbner suggests that listing 
violence by programs is meaning- 
less because t h e r e  rare ly  are 
enough episodes to form a repre- 
sentative sample for scientific 
analysis. 

"The problem is you can find a 
show that has a whole seuuence of 
violent scenes and coukt them, 
then next week you can have a dif- 
ferent number," he says. 

"You need a large number to 
find a representative sample, and 
by the time you get that the show is 
off the air," Mr. Gerbner adds. 

Mr. Gerbner and his associates 
publish aggregate data by network 
and total network programing. 

The NCTV publishes total net- 
work, but it is based on the data 
from individual shows. 

Vivian-Sue Penn, a New Jersey 
researcher who has conducted vio- 
lence-monitoring projects for the 
National PTA, says it "doesn't 
make sense" to count slapstick as 
violence. 

'Gratuitous tv violence' 
Dr. Penn and the  NPTA are  

highly concerned about the effects 
of "gratuitous tv violence" on chil- 
dren. 

One of the NPTA's complaints 
has been that tv presents a false 
picture of the actual consequences 
of such incidents. 

At one time, the NPTA moni- 
tored programs, and it still offers to 
help  schools wi th  monitoring 
projects. 

But, the  organization said it 
largely has abandoned its own tv 
monitoring in place of more suh- 
jective analysis of what constitutes 
wholesame family viewing. 

One of the problems with its 
monitoring was that it found that 
"people see different things," Dr. 
Penn says. 

Additionally, Richard Milavsky, 
vp-news and social research for 
NBC, complains tha t  violence 
counts don't provide the important 
element of the context in which 
the act occurred, be it "The A- 
Team," "Bugs Bunny" or "Ham- 
let." 

Mr. Gerbner and Mr. Milavsky, 
who holds a doctorate in sociology 
from Columbia University, say the 

main nroblem with the NCTV's re- 

Dr. Radecki notes that every 
newsletter states that, for $1, the 
NCTV will send a comulete set of 
the monitoring procedure sheets 
and results. Few people have asked 
for them, he adds. 

When asked why the monitoring 
releases don't include the proce- 
dures, Dr. Radecki said most re- 
search results aren't released in 
that manner and no newspapers 
would bother running that infor- 
mation anvwav. 

Mr. ~ i l a v s g y ,  who initially was 
hired by NBC to conduct research 
on tv violence, charges that the 
NCTV is "not a scientific outfit. 
They're amateurs.. .they're doing 
this to make a point, a political 
point." 

Dr. Radecki responds that the 
raters are "certainly professionally 
trained. I'm a professional psychia- 
trist.'' 

The NCTV monitoring is done 
by four people, all of whom are 
college graduates. Each is paid 
about $230 a month for 22 hours of 
work, which covers the amount of 
prime time programing in a week. 

Monitoring direetor 
The NCTV recently hired as its 

mon i to r ing  d i r ec to r  Michael 
Withrow, a 1982 graduate of East- 
ern Illinois University who ma- 
jored in speech and communica- 
tions. 

M r .  Withrow says he hadn' t  
worked on any monitoring project 
prior to joining the NCTV He says 
he heard about the job through a 
classified ad in the local paper. 

According to Mr. Withrow, the 
other raters include two mothers 
with small children, a parttime 
graduate school student and an- 
other person with a parttime job. 

Dr. Radecki says the raters re- 
ceive about two weeks of in-house 
training. 

Using videocassette recorders to 
aid their viewing, the raters score 
acts of violence and write down 
what type of incident occurred and 
what characters were involved. 

Reliability checks are performed 

or, one out of every seven hours of 
programing, according to Dr. Ra- 
drcki. In other words, for one of 
out every seven hours of viewing, 
a rater's score is checked against 
the  view of Dr.  Radecki,  Mr. 
Withrow or another rater. 

T h e  g roup  a lso  c h e c k s  fo r  
"drift," in which it attempts to en- 
sure that the raters are applying 
the same definition at the current 
time as it was before. 

Disagreements occasionally 
occur over the weighting of inci- 
dents. but Mr. Withrow savs the 

- 
The tv violence researchers and 

the network researchers stand on 
e i ther  side, claiming tha t  the  
other's conclusions were subjective 
or that the procedure was flawed. 

It has only been in about the last 
15 vears that a concrete hodv of re- 
search has developed to examine 
violence and aggression. 

One of the main criticisms-and 
even Mr. Gerhner is among those 
voicing it-is that most of the re- 
search has been confined to labara- 
tory settings, rather than the real 
world. 

ratersagree about 72% of the"time. More recently, there have been 
"That might not sound like a several extensive field studies and 

lot," says Dr. Radecki, "but when "longitudinal" projects that exam- 
y , A  rt- <I .l,sg ,220 11<,ur, \ c a r ,  
ih;ll s .I 1, I ..i i . r l ~ i l ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~  " 

Dc. ,~r~tr  t l i t  t.+lt.,lj~l:!y ..h" k s .  

ine changes in tv viewers over 
time. But even these have reached 
conflicting conclusions. 

year culminated a 14-year study 
finding "no evidence of a causal 
connection between television vio- 

Mr. ~ e r b n e r  remains skeptical. 
"By our method, which is very 

expensive and very cumbersome, 
you have to have about 12 coders, 
at least four of whom watch every 
program," Mr. Gerbner says. "We 
demand a high degree of agree- 
ment of four coders before we re- 
port any observation." 

Backed by i ts  numbers ,  t h e  
NCTV claims that violence on tv is 
rising dramatically. 

Mr.  Gerbner, however, says the 
violence count has remained "re- 
markably stable, that  it hasn't 
changed more than 5% or 10% up 
or down in the past 15 years, de- 
spite all the discussion and agita- 
tion." 

The issue of tv violence has 
swept across a wide path of the en- 
tertainment, medical, psychology 
and education fields. 

The NCTV and those of a similar 
view contend that  tv  violence 
begets violence in real life. A sus- 
ceptible person watching violent 
acts on tv is more likely to commit 
similar violence or acts of crime in 
the real world, they say. 

In its newsletters, the NCTV 

- 
'Mean world syndrome' 

Through extensive surveys of 
viewers, Mr. Gepbner and his asso- 
ciates have concluded that expo- 
sure to extensive tv violence cre- 
ates what they call the  "mean 
world syndrome," a feeling of 
being victimized by a world full of 
dangers. 

"It generates a sense of insecu- 
rity, a mild paranoia, a demand for 
protection, a mistrust of other peo- 
ple and a sort of hierarchy of fear, 
a sense of 'what is your place and 
how vulnerable are you?' " Mr. 
Gerbner says. 

The National Institute of Mental 
Health soon will publish the next 
phase of a 14-year longitudinal 
study suggesting that watching 
violent programing at a young age 
is a predictor of behavior many 
years later. 

According to David Pear l ,  a 
NIMH spokesman,  those who 
viewed extensive tv violence at an 
early age had more public records 
of convictions, spouse and child 
abuse and alcoholism. 

NBC, on the other hand, last 

tal Health, that link tv viewing of 
violence to increased aggression. 

In an effort to dispel such no- 
tions, the major tv networks have 
publicized studies suggesting an 
opposite conclusion. 

lence and the development of ag- 
gressive behavior patterns among 
children and adolescents." 

Based on its findings, NBC ques- 
tions the  results of the  NIMH 
study.# 
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1 VIEWPOINT 1 
Monitoring the NCTV 

- 
On the front page of this issue, reporter Craig Leddy 

of our Washington bureau presents a story that should 
be of interest to everyone in the broadcasting industry. 

It is an in-depth, carefully crafted, cooly objective 
examination of the National Coalition on Television 
Violence, one of many interest groups attempting to 
influence tv programing. 

We urge you to take the time to read Mr. Leddy's 
story. We think you will find it fair and quite interest- 
ing. 

It is interesting because it sheds some long-overdue 
light on an increasingly visible and potentially impor- 
tant organization, the NCTV. Perhaps more impor- 
tantly, it tells the broader story of how easy it is for 
television's critics to attract a great deal of attention 
while escaping a great deal of scrutiny. 

For a while now, some of the news media's most in- 
fluential organizations, including some in broadcasting, 
have given the NCTV and its leader, Thomas Radecki, 
a powerful platform from which to launch antiviolence 
broadsides. 

Yet few, if any, appear to have examined the source 
and the methodology behind some of those charges. 
Had they done so, as Mr. Leddy has done, they would 
have found serious questions that go to the heart of the 
organization's credibility. 

There is, for example, the fact that some of the coun- 
try's leading experts on the subject of tv violence-in- 
cluding some who are steadfastly independent of the 
broadcasting industry-sharply disagree with the  
NCTV's method of counting and evaluating violence. 

Still on the all-important subject of credibility, some 
of the endorsers the NCTV lists on its official docu- 
ments say they are nothing of the sort. Others confess 

to knowing little about the NCTV. Still others say they 
support the group simply because they oppose tv vio- 
lence. 

There are even signs that the organization the na- 
tional media have seen fit to bring to national promi- 
nence is largely a one-man show. Indeed, Dr. Radecki 
apparently contributes at least one third of the NCTV's 
modest funding. 

What is called into account here is not the sincerity, 
dedication or good intentions of Dr. Radecki and his 
group; there is no reason to doubt the NCTV on any of 
those points. But there is ample reason to question 
whether, at this stage in its existence, the NCTV has 
the credibility, influence and expertise to make it a 
widely quoted source on the subject of tv violence. 

Furthermore, we wonder why more of those people 
and organizations that have seen fi t  to amplify the 
NCTV's voice-even to lend their names to it at times 
-haven't also seen fit to investigate it. Perhaps, in a 
strange twist of reasoning, they don't think tv is impor- 
tant enough to take that seriously. 

Those who read ELECTRONIC MEDIA regularly know we 
take considerable pride in functioning independently 
of the areas we cover. In other words, we are not a 
mouthpiece for the broadcasting industry, nor any 
other segment of society. 

We also happen to think that the issue of tv violence 
is important and worthy of continued exploration. 

With that said, it nevertheless troubles us that it is so 
easy for so few to fire so many shots at television with- 
out ever being asked to step from behind the trees to 
fully identify and explain themselves. 

Perhaps too many are simply too willing to believe 
what television's critics say.# 

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR 1 
Conservatives failing to credit independent thinkers 

Regarding your article about Accuracy in Media's intimation hopelessly simplistic to some-you have to start somewhere. 
that ABC may have "played into communist sympathies" in its Those who support the freeze are just trying to become part of 
broadcast of "The Day After" (EM, April 12), I am tired of being the solution instead of part of the problem. 
told, by President Reagan on down the conservative line, that I Elaine Cale, 
am a dupe of Soviet communists because I support a nuclear West Burlincton, Ia. 
weapons freeze. 

Since the freeze resolution has missed passage in the House by 
fewer than a handful of votes, I assume that, according to these 
people's criteria, much of our government is made upof  naive, 
albeit well-meanlng, simpletons. 

And what are these people saying about the millions of con- 
stituents who influenced those votes? National media polls have 
shown that almost three-fourths of those surveyed support a 
weapons freeze. 

Living as I do in a small, "middle America" town, it might 
surprise AIM'S representatives to know what kind of people in 
m y  area support t h e  freeze and other disarmament measures, 
including: Clergymen, retired educators, ex-Atomic Energy 
Commission project chemists, former county Civil Defense 
directors, college physics instructors, factory workmen, physi- 
cians, business leaders, local Republican Party leaders, city 
mayors and mothers. 

Please give us a little credit far independent thinking. While 
the nuclear dilemma seems hopelessly complex-and the freeze 

I EM welcomes letters I 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA welcomes letters to the editor. 

If you want to speak out, write to Viewpoint, ELEC- 
TRONIC MEDIA, 740 Rush St., Chicago, Ill. 60611. 

All letters are subject to publication provided 
they are signed and neither defame nor libel indi- 
viduals or organizations. Letters may be shortened 
and grammatical errors corrected. 

As a matter of policy, writers' names are pub- 
lished. 

However, exceptions may be granted upon re- 
quest of the writer if, in the opinion of editors, the 
reason is sufficiently compelling. 

Daytime points explained 
. 

Regarding the article "Daytimers seek more time," in the 
April 12 issue, apparently the North Carolina daytimer is un- 
aware of the ~ravisions of the Federal Communications Com- 

cluding tornadoes. 
Also, it would seem that engineer Charles Jackson is not fa- 

miliar with "sunset skip," which is known to produce very 
strong skywave signals during the periods immediately before 
and after sunrise and sunset. This could definitely create an 
interference problem if many mare stations were operating dur- 
ing these time periods. 

As you see by the letterhead, I am employed at an fm station, 
so I'm not promoting a vested interest by the above comments. I 
just want the facts to be made more clear. 

Glen Kippel, 
chief engineer, KAMB (fm). 

Merced, Cal. 

Waterbury, not Westbury 
We appreciated your article about Odyssey Partners' purchase 

of WPOQ-TV in Charlotte (EM, April 5). However, there was 
one factual error relating to the other stations that the group - . . 
owns. 

Odyssey Partners purchased WTXX-TV in Waterbury, 
Conn., in April, 1982. Your article referred to "Westbury," 
Conn. WTXX-TV was the first station purchased by Odyssey. 

Please note this correction: The nearest Westbury is on Long 
Island in New Yark state! 

Michael Watt, 
promotion manager, WTXX-TV, 

Waterbury, Conn. 





tudy says religious TV 
doesn 't replace church 

NEW YORK (NC) -- The 'elec. 
Ironic church" does not take people 
away from local churches. and 
viewers continue to participate in and 
support financially their local 
congregations, saip the authors of a 
Study on religious television at a news 
conference April 16. 

The researchers said the "electronic 
church" wins few new converts and its 
national audience of 13.3 million 
people is smaller than often estimated. 

By "electronic church." the 
researchers meant any religious 
program sponsored by a religious 
group. 

The study was conducted by the 
Annenberg School ' of Com- 
munications at the UniversQ of 

'a and t ~ * ~ d R b  
. It was commissioned by 

t h ; ~ d  Hoc Committee on ~lectronic 
Church Research, a broad coalition of 
church and independent religious 
agencies including the U.S. Catholic 
Conference, the National Council of 
Churches and National Religious 
Broadcasters. 

The researchers said viewers of 
religious television do not reduce 
support for their churches. Their 
conclusion is based on a national 
survey conducted in the spring of 

found. , 
The researchers also analyzed the 

content of 101 national and local 
religious programs broadcast in Phila- 
delphia and Atlanta over a three-week 
period in 1982. It compared two basic 
groups, those sponsored by in- 
dependent "television ministries" and 
those sponsored by main.line chur. 
ches. 

Gerbner said the two groups of 
programs had many similarities. 
touching upon politics with about the 
same frequency, focusing alike on 
behavioral problems and mentioning 
theology only rarely. 

A main difference, he said. was that 
the independently sponsored 
programs, generally nationally 
syndicated, had higher technical 
sophistication and appealed more 
often for gifts. 

Richard Hirsch, secretary of the 
U.S. Catholic Conference Department 
of Communication and chairman of 
the electronic church research 
committee, said Catholic participants 
would not be able t" d r w  mnc!~sion: 
from the study until they had more 
time for reflection. 

He noted that the Catholic Church 
has created a satellite network, but he 
said it does not consider itself in 

1983 in which 554 viewerso~reli~ous competition woth commercial 
broadcasting and 1,049 non-viewers [clevision. 

~~~ 

were interviewed. ~au l i s t  Father John Geaney, 
"Religious program audiences find president of Unda-USA, a national 

no  conflict between syndicated Catholic broadcasters' organization, 
religious television programs and more said the study confirmed that the type 
traditional forms of worship," says the of evangelical programs sponsored by 
report summary. "They see them as Protestant independent broadcasters 
complementary and mutually rein- did not reach those outside the church 
forcing activities rather than as sub- or thase alienated from it. They 
stitutes for one another." basically "will savethe saved," hesaid. 

The audience for religious Ministries such as broadcasting 
programming is "what religious Mass For shut-ins are valid, he said. 
audiences have always been: some- but to reach the unchurched a "pre- 
what older, lower in education and evangelism" form of broadcast, 
income, more conservative, more focusing on general questions 
'fundamentalist' and more likely to human concern, is needed. 
live in rural areas and in the South and -~ -~ -- 

Midwest than those whodonot watch 



Recent Study Has 
Little Good News 
For TV Preachers 
BY JIM CASTELLI 
Gannett News Service 

Bllly.Gtaham's vlewers a re  
more likely to be elderly and fe- 
male and less llkely to be evangell- 
ca1 than those who watch other 
televlslon preachers. J lmmY 
Swaggart attracts the tradltlonal, 
conservative, Blble Belt Protest- 
ant .  Oral Roberts attracts the  
largest audience of the dlspossess-. 
ed, poor, and rural dwellers, and 
almost half of hls audience Is sln- 
gle, dlvorced, or wlUowed. P a t  
Robertson's "700 Club" Is m o r e  
successful a t  capturing an audf- 
ence from "Middle Amerlca." .~~.. ...... 

Thhe  are some of the flndlngs 
that emerge from a malor study of 
the "Electronlc Church" conduct- 
ed by the  Annenberg School of 1 
~ommunicatlon a t  ttie Unlverslty 
of Pennsvlvanla and the  Ga l lu~  1 --- 

' I  n: 2TTTTa..-- 7,-m~A7.. 

rtudv was funded. bv an I 

and the U.S. Catholic Conference I 
-and rellglous broadcasters, in- 
cludlng the  most prominent TV 
personalltles. 

THE STUDY appeared to an- 
swer one question of particular 
concern to the malnline churches 
-do the TV preachers keep vlew- 
e n  away from thelr local church? 
The answer Is no, providing rellef 
to the churches and to the broad- 
casters, who have defused a major 
eritlclsm. ...... ~-~~~ 

But It would be hard to say the / 
study offered much good news for 
the TV preachers. Flrst. I t  found 
that the total audlence for thelr I 
programs is even smaller  t h a n  
crltlcs have estimated, 13.3 mllllon 
people, or 6.2% oC the  viewing 
audience. It also found that cable 
TV doesn't add slgnlf!cantly to the 
audience for .rellglous programs, 
despite broadcasters' clalms that * 
It does. Forty-four percent of 
those who wavh reIlglous TV do 
so before 10 a.m. on Sunday, when 
there's almost nothlng else on. ': 
And two-thlrds of rellglous TV 
vlewers\don't even l ist  rellglous i 

. . . __. i 

programs a m o n g  thel r  three  
favorite types of shows. 

Second, the  study found that 
TV preachers conttnue to preach 
W the  converted: "The effort to 
'reach out' to new and different 
audiences has met with llttle suc- 
cess. except perhaps in the case of 
the syndicated weekend programs. 
Both national and  reglonal sur- ,  

(See TV, Page C-8)' 
- - .- 

1 w 
veys show the proflles of vlewers 
01 rellglous programs to be slmllar 
to: those found In prevlous stu- 
dies." 

I 

l THAT PROFILE s h o w s  an 
aqdlence that is dlsproportfonate- 
Iyirural, elderly, black, female, 
u educated,conservatfve,evan- 
g lcal If n o t  fundamentalist in 
o 5 tlook, a n d  t h a t  generally 
watches a lot of television. More- 
o*r, rellglous TV vlewers are more 
scClally isolated than non-vlewers, 

two hours a day outslde the 

- 1 - 

also In worse physlcal and emo- 
tlonal health than non-viewers. 

The study supports the billet . 
of many that religious TV offers ' 
needed companlonshlp and reit- 
Btous Inspiration .to shut-ins and 
the elderiy. 

But the study also shows that 
TV preachers take advantage of 
that audlence-one out of four of 
the oromlnent TV Dreachera offer ~~~~ ~ 

a~1l~&c1alcontrl6ution to thelr 
program as the solutlon to person- 
al problems like family tenslons 
and health problems, 

The writer, former& rellgion 
edltor of The Washington Star, is 
Washington bureau chlef tor Our t. L- 

Sunday Visitor , the nation's larg- 
est Catholic week@. 



Annenberg Study: 

T. V* Doesn't Replace Churches 
By TRACY EARLY - willtike. . , p r o g i r n ~  broadcast in Phi 

NEW YORK (NC) - The The researchers said view-. deiphia and Atianta over 
"electronic church" does not e k  o f  re~gious televi~im d~ wee-week period in I-. 
take people away from local not reduce. support tor. the compared *basic: gmul 
churches, and viewers contin- churches. Their conelusion thoqe 
ue to participate in and,. s u p  based on a national surveyl. dent "t 
port financially their local 
congregations,. said the au- 
thors-of-a study on religious gious broadcasting. and 

. .Wevision at .a news confer- non-viewers; , w e r e  interis.. of progra 
enceApril.16. 

mated. 

tenee-d to tell 

.- 

Wmming are &ssati$$edl 
With the ''prevailing moM cli-6 
&ate,,: W&:.CO~;S .tht?ugh. 
on general television, and loo$: 
for contat. tAey da. not fhd 
elsewhere in televisibn, the re- 
searchsummary saps. I 

+ Oerbder.said the real dm: 
Detition of: the churches was ~ ~~~-~ 

hot the "el&tnnic church" 
but general television. Those 
who are heavy viewers find in 
it a substitute for what others 
in me sarps demographic eat-, 
egorFes tend to.gind church; 
he suggegte& ' . . ' *,.: '::( ~ k ' 

The. reikarchers also. ana- 
lyledtPa content d 101 astion- 
a1 and local  rel igiqus 
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Religious TV draws fewer 
than believed, report says 
By JOHN DART shows Only 2 percent give money m u q  request was $31 and thelr av- 
LOS Angmles Times "3 to three or more televis~on evan- erage maxlmum request was 

The flrst comorehens~ve studv gellsts Or about $600. ~ ~~~ ~ 

of religious television indicate; "No mainline church program 
that the electronic church has a THE STUDY concluded that asked for a specific amount. ..." 
much smaller audience and i n  the religiouS-tele'JiSion audience is One of the major findings of 
pact than previously believed. stable, already considers religion the report was that people who 

~ u t  the new study may not slow important and is not being expand- contribute to religious programs 
broadcasting plans by church-re. ed by large numbers of converts. also make donations in church 
lated groups. And certain data in The report said that "the televi- (more than $180 a year). 
the report promise to cause reli- si0"iniStries were considerably Regular contributors to reli- 
gious communicators to ask again more likely (55 Percent) than gious televislon score high on mea- 
whether their money is being mainline church PrQgrams (20 surements of "fundamentalist7' 
spent wisely. percent) to make' such requests and charismatic beliefs and tend 

The two-volume, i60.page (formoney)." to go to church more than once a 
study released this week to 39 In addition, the report said. week. 
Christian sponsors - ranging "The most prominent television Their participation in the elec- 
from Roman Catholic and ecu- ministries generally requested tronic church only "complemen$" 
menical Protestant to evangelical more money than the other types their churchgoing, the researchers 
and charismatic Protestant groups Of Programs: their average minl- said. 
- demonstrated that the viewers . ~-fi --..- ~ 

of the electronic church are sur- 
prisingly few, mostly have one or ( 
two favorite shows, and are al- 
readv churchgoers. 

. . ' -  .THE FINDINGS by the Uni- '. y' 
f Pennsvtvania's A n i  i berg School of Communications 

and the Galluo Oraanization .in- - 
elude: 

R e g u l a r  viewers of any reii- 
gious program of any denomina- 
t~on number about 13.3 m~lllon. or 
6 2 percent of the estimated total 
of people in telev~s~on households. 
In contrast to the esl~mate of 20.5 
million in 1980 by sociologists Jef- 
frey Hndden and Charles Swann in 
their book. "Prime-Time Preach- 
ers." .- ...; . . The 13.3 million represents ; _ t.. e c C . i . . .  . ..'.*. 
those who watch at least a quarter- ' i 

hour of religious television a week; 
the figure drops to about 7 million 
for those who watch at least one 
hour a week. 

More than half of religious- 
television viewers watch only one% 
or two programs. Twenty-one per- 
cent named three shows they 
watch, 14 percent named four. 
leaving only 8 percent who watch 
more, according to a detailed . *... .f 

study of regional samples in the ' '  . 
., South and Northeast. .- .. . 

Seventy percent nationally 
said they never contribute money 
to religious television programs. 
Of the 28 percent who do, only 5 

; percent do so regularly. Again, the 
! contributors have their favorite 

- ~ .~~ 
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Who watches TV~reaehers? Not manic, studv shows I 

Billy Graham's viewers are  more 
"likely tobeold and female and lesslike- 
ly to he evangelical than those who 

:watch other television preachers. 
Jimmy Swaggar! attracts the tradi- 

tional. conservative, Bible Belt Protes- 
;!ant. 
: Oral Roberts attracts the l a re s t  au- 

I 
Those are some of the f i n e s  that 

emerge from a major study of tLelec- 
tronic church, conducted by the Amen- 
bere School of communication a t  the - 
U n l v e r s l f v o f d  the 
GallupOrganmtron. 

The study was paid for by a coalibon 
of matnlrne church orgaru7aliow - in- 
cludlng the  National Council of 
C h u r ~ h a  and the U.S Catholrc Confer- 

v i ewers  away f r o m  thei r  local  
churches? The answer is no, providing 
relief to the churches and to the broad- 
casters. 

But it would be hard tosay the study 
offers much good news for TV preach- 
ers. F i t ,  it  found that the total audi- 
ence for their programs is even smaller 
than criticshave estimated - 13.3 mil- 
lion people. or 6.2 percent of the view- 

on Sundav. when almost nothine else is 
on. And two- thi iof  re l ig ious~i  view- 
e n  don't even list religious programs 
among their three favorite types of 
shows. 

Secondly, the study found that TV 
preachers continue to oreach to the 
converted: "The effort 'reach oul. to 
new and different audiences has met 
with little success. exceot wrhaos in 

d ' J 
is disomoortionatelv rural. old. black. takeadvantaee of that audience - one 
femaie,'uneducated, co"ser;ative; in four of thepmminent TV preachers 
evangelical if not fundamentalist in offers a financial contribution to his 
outlwk. and that cenerallv watches a Program as  the solution to wrsonal 
lot of television. koreov;r, religious pro6lem. 
TV viewen are more sociallv isolated All inall. thestudy found that despile 
than non-viewers. with one in three all its talk about evaneelization. ieli- 
spendrng lessthan iwo hows a day out- giousTVattrac(sonly &csepeoplewho 
side the h o w  Religious TV vrewers are IookIng to buy what it sellsand r e  
also are in i?orse nhGical and emotion- wls  iust about evervone else: 75 oer- - ~ ~ , ~ ~  ~ ~ 

~ 

d i r k ?  of d i s + d ,  p a r  a id  rural enre - and religious broadcasters. in- ing aud"nce. It aiso found that cable thecaseof thesyndicacedw&kendpro- al health than--viewen. &nt 61 non-~iewenchan~e~~echannel 
dwellers, and almost half 01 h i s  audi- cludrnp.the most prominent TV person- TV d0e~n'lsignificantly add to theaudi- g r a m .  Both ~ t i o n a l  and regional sur- The study supporls the belief of when religious p m a m  come on. . - 
ence issingle, divorced or widowed. alitiesy ence for religious programs, despite veysshow the profilesof viewersof re many that &ligio& TV offers needed 

pat  R ~ h ~ r ( s o n ' ~  700 Club is more It appears to answer one question of broadcasters' claims that it dog.  . ligious progams to be similar to t h e  companionship and religious inspira- The m.(er, fomerly =won ,&itpr 1 
successful at capturing an  audience pa r t i cu la r  concern  t o  mainline Forty-four percent of those who foundinpreviousstudies." tion toshut-ins and the elderly. of The Washington Star, is Washin&on , from "Middle America." churches - do TV preachers keep watchreligio~TVdosobefore 10a.m. That profile shows an audience that But it aldshows that TV preachers bureaucbieffor&Sunday visiur, 

w .. . . _ 1 - ~. 
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Study measures 
I 

'on' church I y-J J-oils 
HILADELPHIA ( .4~)2 'fhe growth of fi kgnge i 
Usm has not caused many people lo stop atlend. 
ina church or donatinn money to thelr local ' 
churches, according to r&arch& who conduct- 
ed a tw6year study of religion and TV. r - I 

Televkion m~s i r l e s  have attractid mUlions of vlewer& . ~ 

but those audiences are usually made up d people with 
long-standing allegiance to organized religion, a~~ to 
researchen fmm the Mnenberg Sckwl-$..C+mmuniea. 
t i o ~ . a t  the University o f  Pennsylvania and the Gallup 
OrganiGii6n of Elriceton, NJ; 

The studv was comrntssloned bv a emuD of mote than 30 
religious or~anlzatlons, i nc lud lng ih~~n ik I  Presbylerlan' 
Churrh. the U S  Catholic Conference and television mlnfs. 
trics such as PTL Network and Jerry Falwell's~Old Time 
Gosoel Hour. 

~~elevlrion minklries have been suspected of causing or 
at least contributing to the erosion of mainline church 
~membershlp, financial contrlbulions and general pa r lk lp  
tion:'aid George Cerhner, dean of the Annenberg School. 

' "Our study fouid no suppon for that charge." - 
. Cerhner. a member of the research team.sald communl- I 

cation research over the years indicates that peimetlme 
television drama, and religious programming, has become 
the "new religion" in the United Slates 

"Watchhg teIevIrlon has become a rltual that meeta 
certain needs that used to be satkfied by religion." he said - - 
in a statement tssued Sunday. 

The researchers found that about 133 mil lh  people 
regularly watch religiouc programs. or about 82 pe&nlOf 
all people with t e W o n  seh in thelr homes. 

The program 'appeal to an older. traditional audienm 
and wakhlng Ulese program appears to be a conflrmatlon 
of thelr religious beliefs, not a substitute for them:' the 
researchers said. 

'Their interest in the electronk church is complementa- 
ry to other forms of religious practice, like church wor. 
ship." 

Followersof TV evangeltsm typically are older, have les 
education and income, are more conservative polltlc~lly 
and are more fundamentallst in thelr religious beliefs (ban 
the average person. the studv found. 

They &are more likely io Uve in rural areas and in the 
South and Midwest than Deo~le who don't watch relighu 
programs, the researchei said. .- 

PeBple who watch religious program frequently eY-\ 
press greater confidence in thelr local church leaden than 
"hght viewers" and 'hon.viewes," they said. 

About one of every four rellgious program mentbm 
.. local churches, and one in 10 urges viewers to attend 

church. the study found. - - - 
--- - 





Further, they are the "already converted." ' ' 

"Viewers of religious programs are by and large the 
.believes, the churchgoers, the contributor$" the study 
said. And they are 'Somewhat older, lower in educationand 
i n m e .  more conservative, more 'fundamentalW and 
more. likely Lo live in rural areas and in the South and 
Midwest.". . . 

For example, half are over age 50. and 38p&ent have 
only a gradeschool eduqtion. 

Christian TV's failure to evangelize k a relief to leaders 
of churcbcs with declining members(Methodists. PreSbyle- 
rians and Episcopalians) or stagnant growth (Catholics). 
Richard tlirseh. secretarv ofeommunieations for the Cathe 
lie bkhopc, mid. 'The eirclronic church ic not posing any 
kind of threat for mainline cl~urches It knot a phenome- 
non swcrping the rountry." even though the number of 
Christian TV and radio stations are growing rapidly, 

However, the religious broadcasters could lake comfort 
from part of the study resulLs. "Religious television e n  
hances pcople's overall church lie." said George Gallup Jr. 
during an albpearsnce on 'The 700 Club." 

'mat  is what we have kensaying for a long.long time." 
said the Rev. Pat Rob-n. holdine una conv of a headline 
from USA Today that read TV-~rhacheik Not Hurling ( bcalChurch& 

In fact, even though CBN's annual budget of more than 
$80 million ic more than triple the national budget of the 
Catholic bishops, for example, CBN studies show that for 
every dollar contributed to CBN, viewers give $4 for other 
religious work, mainly to local churches 

I "Viewers of religious programs are drawn by content 
they cannot find elsewhere on television," said the report. 
Fiml. they like the preaching, the music. the experiences of 
having their spirits lilted and "feeling close loGod that the 
shows offer. They also like the conservative moral, social 
and political ideas presented. 

The most frequent time for watching is Sunday morn. 
ina, before most w p l e  ao to church A close second is 
churchtime itsetf,10 am. to noon on Sundays. 

These results should prompt some fundamental relhink- 
1 ine bv those interested in nrcividiinr! a relieious uerswctive - - . .  

to'ih; broader publ~c. ' 
It is posible for serious treatment of religious thenies 

to penetrate televkion and film. "Chariots of Fire" won an 
Academy Award, as did Robert Duvall for hts acting in last 
year's fllm, 'Tender Mercies'' NBCs "Jesus of Nazareth" 
attracted lens of millions of viewers during Holy Week, 
even thoueh it was a rerun. So did CBSs broadcast of a 
dramati7aiion of i 'op  John Paul Ilk We on Easter night. 

It is clear. howevcr.that theseare rareexrevlions to the 
I rule. Whv? . , ~ , .  

Gallup says that 58 pcrcenl of Americans consider their 
religious brliefs4'very iniporla~~t," which isabout twice that 
of olher n~oden~ nations. Clearly, however, religious televi. ' sion k failine miserablv in attractine: even these viewers. 
with only 3 &cent of ihe public wa6hing an hour a week 
- in a natioll with sets on seven hours a day. 
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Reach 13 on 
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B1984. The Sun, Bsftimon 
NEW YORK - A two-year 

study financed by 39 Catholic and 
Protestant organizations has 
determined that the actual 
audience for even the most 
successful of the TV preachers is 
far smaller than many of them 
had believed. 

"Infinitesimally small for the 
huge amounts ol money spent" 
was the way the Rev. Everett C. 
Parker of the Unlted Church of 
Chrlst characterized the 13.3 
mllllon "regular viewen" of such 
rellglous programs estimated by 
the polllng. 

The Rev. William F. Fore of the 
National Council of Churches said 
the 13.3 Wlion who watched as 
little as 15 mlnutes of religious 

Preachers On TV 

as "infiniteslm81" the audiences 
for such religious broadcastp as 
Pat Robertson. Jimmy Swaggart 
and the Rev. Jerry Falwell. 

"Limited, stable, yes." Gerbner 
Said. "But clearly. they are 
supporting the progmms." 

Davld W. Clarh. vlce president 
for marketing at Robertson's 
ChWan Broadatsting Network 
Center fa Vlrginla Beach. Va., 
added. "No one is forced or 
coerced to glve, as with the 
Internal Revenue Service. m y  
give treely." . 

In response to an assertion by 
one of the researchers that the 
bulk ol the fundlog for TV 
evangel&&$ came from a relatively 
few large contributors, not many 
small ones. aar+ sald that onlv 

broadatstinn at a Ume amounted about 20 iercwt of ~obertson's . -. . 
to about 6.2 percent of the numbeF support comes ham major donom. 
01 people in households wlth N He sald the annual budget for 
sets. Robertson's CBN network was 

The more  l i b e r a t  ' about~0mUUon. 
denominations had felt threatened Bm Armstrong, executive 

, by claims that TV evangelists were directdr of National Religim 
drawlna 130 million renular Broadcasters, sald the "bin 
view e i s  and  si  hoiiing queSI0n'' facing his membershli, 
contributions away from the local is. "How do we reach out to the 
churches. Wlth word of the wll. lane numaumber of m u l e  not 10 our - .  
thelr representatives breathed a auiience?" 
sigh of relief. Armstrong was especially 

, The~alreadvarebeeinninn.to oleased wltb t b e  s tudv's  
ream& financial comm~tmenk to ~oncluslons that the natioial. 
competing rellglous broadcast noodenomloational. mostly 
time. fundamen ta l l s t  r e l i g ious  

Fore observed thnt when the broadcasters in his erouo wire not - -. -. - -. 
study zeroed In on "regular" draining the resoire& of local 
viewers of an hour or more of the churches. but rather that thelr 
religious programs. the audience loyal .audiences displayed a 
dropped below 7 mllllon people, or longtime allegiance to organized 
3.14 oercent of the total Wth TV relirdon.. 
sets. The combheti' survey of N 

A t  a news confe rence  dewerr) by the ~nnenberg School 
announclna the results. Georne a n d  t h e  Cal lun  Poll inn - .. - - - - - - 
Gerbner, aean of the Aimenbeig organization "fo"Gd that the 
School of Communicatloos at the audience for rellgious TV is 
U D i ~ e d t Y  Ol Peamlvania and a maller than has been dalmed. - . . . . . - - 
member o f  the r&rch team, though this gmup is consfstent in 
sald he disagreed Wth describing i t s v l d h a b i h h  
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lmPct of religious television prqgrams studied 

b a  0 ! 

By PETER KERR , that they do not reduce the number of conference of &ligious organhations 
New Yort Times Writer people going to local churches. On the and social scientisb under the a w  

NEW YORK - Religious television bad side, we found they are reaching a pices of the National Cam& of 
shows are not cutting into churcb stable audience of those who are Churehesand theUnitedStateaCatho- 
attendance as some soeial scientists already religiously active." lic Conference in New York City. 
and religious organizations had sug- The study, which was mmmisaioned The study, designed to cfarify the 
gested in recent years, according to a by a gmup of .mom than 90 religious effects of religiws program, waa 
study of religious television program- organizations, represents the most ex- supported both by p u p s  that pmduce - .  
ming released Monday. tensive research to date on the evangelical bmdcasb  acd rpcplled 

The two-year study, conducted by phenomenon of "electronic church" 
' the wr-- programs. Since the 1960s the number see R E L I ~ ~ ,  page ss 

nenberg School of Communications, of evangelical radio and televhion 
also found that religious broadcasts stations has risen dramatically, from 
appeal to 13.3 million people - 6.2 fewer than 150 in the mid-16% to 
percent of American television more than 1,MX) this year, according to 
viewers - who, for the most part, the National Religious Broadcasters, 
already have strong religious beliefs. an umbrella organization for tele- 
The programs, the study suggested, vision and radio evangelical groups. 
fail to reach large numbers of viewers But some religious organizations 
who are not actively religious, nor do questioned whether television 
they seem likely to make many new preachers, who often espouse fun- 
converts. damentalist beliefs, were taklng peo- 

"Thh is both good news and bad ple and money away from local _ 
news for evangelical broadcasters,'; c h ~ c h e s  by providing worshippers 
said Dr. George Gerbner, dean of the with an alternative at  home. This was 

: Annenberg School. "The good news is a major subject of discussion in a 1980 -~ 



Religion cY continued from page 31 - 
religious programs, like other t e l e  mainme gmups, such as the National vision fare, tend to underrepresent Council of Churches. The Gallup Or- 

the elderly, ebildren ganization in Princeton, N.J., assisted 
in the project, which cost $175,MX). members Of minority @Oups' 

The study found that viewers of Repre9Mtives Of reugious gmps 
i 4 religious pmgrams were mostly that supported the study a ~ ~ e a d  to 

ple who attended churches and made dmw varied conclusions from the 
contributions to religious organha- data. 
tions. These vlewers a h  tend to be ,  "These are a very small number of 
older, have lower incomes a i~d less 
education than people who d o  not 
watch religious programs. 

In addition, they are more likely to 
live in the South or Middle West, are 
more liiely to have fundamentalist 
religious attitudes and more likely to 
be disturbed by what they see as 
moral laxity o n  regular television 

7 I D I O b T a m S .  . - The study found that regular vlewers 
of religious programming of any de- 
nomination~ numbered- about 6.2 
percent of the total number of people 
in television households, or about 13.3 

' viewers from a homogeneous gmup of 
people." said WLlliam F. Fore, a 
spokesman for the National Cwncil of 
Churches. About the progmm, Fore 
said, "I do not belleve thls is good 
evangelism, and I thinh the study 
shows that." 

But David W. Clark, the vice presl- 
dent of marketing for the Christian 
Broadcasting Networb, a v j ~ p m  - 
. .. - .  4 . - a  

million people. 
Viewers Of religious television, the 

study found, are no less likely to 
attend services than churchgoers who 
do not view such programming. The 
audience for religious programs, the 
study found, generally sees the p m  
grams as  a complement to more 
traditional religious activities. 

Another - -~ finding ~ of the study was that . ~- - ~ 

. . . . .- .< - 

dueer of religious programming in 
Virginia Beach, Va., said the study 
provided support for his o r g a s h -  . 
tion's type of evangelld pmgram- . 
ming. 

"We finally have an absolute finding 
that the programs don't decrease at- '. *-. 
tendance a t  local churches," Clark 
said. As for the findings that the size 
of the religious programs' audience 
was limited, Clark said he believed 

! 

the programs would m c h  more : 
Americans if the programs were p m -  
ented a t  more popular Ume periods. 
Most of the producers of the religious 
programs. he said, can only afford to 
buy television time late or early in the 
schedule when relatively few viewers 

. ~ are watching. . :- - 
. ... . , .  , .' .. -.. ~ .- 





You Can Fool 48% of the People 
All the Time . . . 

0 
NE of the more 
intriguing re- 
search efforts of 
late was under- 
taken by George 

Gerbner, dean of Pennsvlva- 
nia's Annenberg School of 
Communications., He exam- 
ined the degree to which tele- 
vision's fictions color our be- 
liefs about reality. 

Gerbner found that: "The 
more time one spends 'living' 
in the world of television, the 
more likely one is to report 
perceptions of social reality 
tbat can be traced to (or that 
are congruent with) televi- - 
sion's persistent representa- 
tions of life and society." 

Translated into English, 
that means if we watch a lot of 
television, we come to believe 
tbat the real world is like the 
world portrayed on the tube. 
For example, when heavy tel- 
evision viewers were asked 
how often a police officer 
draws his or her gun in the 
course of a shift, 18 percent of 
the viewers supposed it was 
more than five times- 
whereas a majority of cops 
never fire a weapon once in the 
course of alifetime career. 

While only some 3 percent 
of the population are involved 
in an act of criminal violence in 
any year, 83 percent of heavy 
viewers believed the figure 
was 10 percent. Eighty-eight 
percent of Gerbner's heavy 
viewers also believed that 12 
percent of their fellow citizens 
are involved in the commis- 
sion of serious crimes- 

Dave Berkman is chair of the 
Department of Mass Commu- 
nication at the University of 
Wisconsin in Milwaukee. 

whereas here, too, the figure is 
closer to 3 percent. 

My own research, which in 
all modesty I must describe as 
a landmark follow-up to 
Gerbner's work, reveals that 
heavy viewers of television to- 
day profess to hold the follow- 
ing views of real life: 
l 87 percent of teenage girls 
are sexually precocious, yet 
retain their virginity; the oth- 
ers are drug-crazed child pros- 
titutes. 
l 96.8 percent of small towns 
are bossed by corrupt families 
who live yonder, in the big 
house on the hill. 
l 50 percent of American- 
made automobiles can con- 
tinue to speed recklessly 
through alleys and streets 
even after jumping over barri- 
ers and knocking down an Ital- 
ian fruit vendor's cart; the 
other half are driven by bad 
guys. 
m 86 percent of women in their 
20s have busts measuring 37,C 
or larger; the others are nu- 
clear-research scientists who 
wear their hair in buns. 
l 100 percent of homicides are 

a 7 0  percent of household 
products can talk. 
l Instant coffee tastesjust like 
fresh; maybe better. 
a 7 5  percent of ocean cruises 
lead to marriage: the other 25 
percent lead to divorce. 
a 8 3  percent of cab drivers 
have hearts of gold beneath 
their tough exteriors. 
m Egrets and loons seek out 
nesting grounds near oil refin- 
eries, whence they sense be- 
nevolent vibes. 
m Psychopaths are easy to pick 
out of a crowd because they're 
always skinny and have messy 
hair, unless they're fat and 

solved. 
.The solutions take 56 min- 
utes-give or take 30 seconds. 
l In blue-collar bars, at YO per- 
cent of the tables, black men 
sit drinking light beer with 
their white buddies. 
5 0  percent of beauty-contest 
winners will become profi- 
cient at sports analysis; the 
other half will be murdered. 
m88 percent of hemorrhoid 
sufferers and virtually all 
those with false teeth are eager 
to talk about their problems 
with the old man at the drug 
store. 
8 5  percent of today's grand- 
mothers spent the 1950s teach- 
ing their teenage daughters 
how to choose a detergent; the 
other 15 percent were mixing 
Kool-Aid. 
m 72 percent of major business 
enterprises are owned by big, 
colorful families with tenden- 
cies toward incest, murder, 
and unkind language. 
m 100 percent of hospitals are 
clean. 
m 86 percent of filthy, lice-rid- 
den bums are undercover cops 
in disguise. 

bald. 
e 9 1  percent of upwardly mo- 
bile black families owe their 
success to the mastery of the 
one-liner. 
l Only 4 percent of Americans 
can be found dazed in front of 
the television set, and they all 
live in mobile homes. 
m I00 percent of Americans 
live above the poverty line. 
a 7 2  percent of male high- 
school teachers reject a stu- 
dent's sexual advance at least 
once a week. 
*The other 28 percent accept. 
a 8 5  percent of parents with 
pubescent children are wid- 
owed or  divorced. 
l 25 percent of all Junior Lea- 
guers spend three of every 
four evenings answering tele- 
phones on-camera at the local 
public TV station. 
a 8 9  percent of children not 
fluent in computer languages 
by age 18 are doomed to lives 
on welfare; the others are al- 
ready successes in rock bands. 
m96.3 percent of all mean, : 
petty, or vengeful adults will .s 
be reformed within 45 seconds 4 
after a lecture by any child. G 
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Hea~rlg use 
h u ~ s  grades 

PHlLADELPllIA (AP) - A I?ew 
study indwates sharp dilferencn ir! 
lhe effect of lelevis~nn vic,xring on 
childrel of ditfereot social grouln. 
with younEslen from morc afllucnt 
tomes sulfering mole acadc : :~~ca l l~  
from heavy telrvisi,,n u ~ t c l ~ ~ i : ~  ti%,;: 
disadvaztagrd studcni,:, 

Tbe iindiogs. taken frr;,:; a 1931 
survey of morc than li).Ol?i) Califor- 
nia slrth eraden,  were rcrcct!y 
published in the Jc~irnal of Commg- 
nicaticn a t  lhe Gnivers!ty oi Penn- 
sylvania. 

The s!ud[ sho\rrd thc drop in nc- 
ademic pcr orrnance among hr3vy 
television watchers was "greakr 
and more consistent" nmonp, tliuse 
from socially advantaged rlasses. 

In explaining why the cliildren o i  
professionals tended to be mom 
harmed by television viewing. Fc 
:Icr said. "One possibilit:~ is th;it af- 
fluent homes ore more likely to cco- 
lain books, magazines. stia~ulating 
games and parenls who enmurage 
their children to read. do homework 
;and do well in school. 

"The more time swn: watchins 
trlcvision in lkese himcs. 
tlm? could bc spent in acuvilies lhnt 
41;. pen skrlls relevant tu success m 
school." he said. 

I 

For cl~rldren of less zffluent 
hor,es. the stud found that a mod- 
e r a e  amount oi"te~evlsion watchlng 
orovided some rntellccu,~l ~lirnula- ! 

~~~ ~ ~ ... 
" ~ l u d e n ~ i  who ~ ~ ~ w e d  morr lll3n iron b\ cxplslng the stud.,nts to nciv 

S I X  hours of lr.!crl~loll eacll d~!. h:ld ldcdc. vlr3rlous experlw;crs and 
sharp!) 1owi.r a ~ , h r ~ \ ~ , n l c n t  LrL.rl.5 1n neu rcrc;rbul.rry Such exposure. Ipr- 
all three cnntent areas i r e a d ~ n ~ .  tirr said, could translate'into aca- 
rrittnc. mathc~nalrcsl," rrsear;.her demic im~rovement 
Mark i.'ctlcr &rote inlhe article. 
'-Trlr.v~slon \'iewing 2nd Xciloul '.Rrhavior in school is in reality 
Arh~rvc~iien!." elfcrlfd by rnan individual psycho- 

But Feller also found thzt logical traits and)by sorial rrlatiunr 
in [he family, the neighborhood and aehrevement scores of stu~lci~ts who 

s C I I r W I ~  Said Fetler. a c,;us ullant wakhed rel3tivcIy modrratr lo the California Deparrn~ent of Ed- amounts of televk~un \ icrc higher 
than those who v;alchc'd small 
~ ~ ' J U I I U .  "Television viewing behavior is 

The study ~!ced pbrpnl-' or-..!>.:- ~f!cztrd by a sirnilar cor~iplfx 01 
.: ... .., .'..!. ... ', ., ,, , , . . . - ' i,,; v ? ; j  





SUN. 260.396 

:Y D a v e  Berkman '- ,: 1 . . uirr ,  aslied hnw of tcr~  a polite 
oii icrr  draws Iris or  ber gun in !he 

nc of tlie rlrorr tntrlgu. roufie of a shift, I R  percenl sop- 
ing reseaich ciforts  of posc11 it ~ 3 5  more than flvc Q p s  
i :~tc was urldcrl.?krn by - -  whereas 3 majority 01 cops novrr 
George Gerhnrr ,  dczn of f i W  their weaprjn in the  courseof a 

: . nn .y l~an ia '~  ~ c n c ~ ~ ] , ~ ~ & ~ ~  life!itnl! cnrcer. I ,  
I ; ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ , ~  LVhile only sonlc 3 percent oCtlle -, 

. drKrpc to tclt.vj5ion.s pr!~~ulntiori nrr  involved in an act of 
-tintis color c i l r  bc! j~fs  at,,8ill rrlnunal violence in any yearS:KJ 
ilit!.. pr r r rn t  of hravy vicucrs bclievrd 
c r rbnr r  found that: - T : ~ ~  inore t h r  ii[:urc was 10 perccnt. Eighty. 

::p onr i l g  i:, tllc ei.:!:l perrent of Gtsrhner's 11cti\'y 
,lrld of television, the  ;:lore likely vic\;crs a!so believed that 12 per. 

is to pcrcrpti(,ns 01 "'TI! of thcir fellow citizens 8:c 
,.ial rr311ty that  ?a;, he traced to 111"01ved in the  commission of 
r 1hal ;re concruent with) tclcvt. S P T ~ U ~ ~ F  ClimeS, whereas here, , 

' - t ~  and society." 
3': ,,c's pcrsistcnt represen:atlors of the  figure 1s closer to 3 perleu 

iify own rcscorch, which in nll 
'rrocclate(1 into Englictl, that  rno'l'sty I must describe as's 

,,ills I f  \ic \v3tch a 101 tclevi. I?ri~lmarh- follow-up to (;c,rbner's 
:, cr,nle I, ,  t,cjjr.;,, tklnt t ho  v . ~ r h .  rcwals lhat hravy vie~versnf 
I uorld ic liki.  thi. tvorll] , .  1' ll~~i!.ion tod3y prOfWS to ho!d t)re 
:,.d on the trltIc. l:lII. cramp!,., i~l1~11:iii:: :.icws of real l i i ~  

hen ,?  tr lrvj , l , l l l  I : f i  i , lbr~cnt  of teen-ace rirlc a! : ,  
- st,xrlnlly l'rt'(oriuus. yet rftaili thvll- 

vircinit!.: the others arc  dru:. 
've Eerkm3n is chzirman of the crnzcd child prostitlltes. 
:'a?me.,t of mass cornmunicalion at Cl% B prrcent of small towns art! 
I. Unwers:iy 01 Wrsconsin m I,osscrl 11y corrupt farnilirs !vho lis r 
i;,,?ukcc. j t ~ n d c r ,  in the hig house on the hlll. 

.'?..... ~ 

050 percent of American-made 
automobiles can continue to speed 
recklessly m r o u g h  a l leys  and*  
street3 even aft@ - jumping over 
harrlers and knocking down an  
Italian fruit vendor's cart; the  other 
half a re  driven by bad guys. 

OR8 percent of womclr in their 
20s havc busLv n:east~ring 37C or  
larger; the  others a re  n u c l ~ o r -  
research scientists who wear their 
hair In buns. 

0 IW percent of homicides a re  
solved. 

O T h e  solutions take 56 rsinutes, 
give or  take 30 seconds. 
0111 bluecollar bars, a t  ifD per- 

cent of t h e  tables, black men sit 
drinking llght beer with their white 
buddies. 

050 percent of beautyconlest 
winners will hecome proficirnt a t  
sports analysis; the olhrr  half will 
hc murdered. 

CloR pprcent of hemorrhoid suf-  
ferers and virtrlally all those with 
false trclh are  eager to talk ahout 
their prohle~ns wiih tllc old man at 
the  drugstore. 

3 R 5  percent of todav's erand- 

their teen-age dauiht r rs  how to 
choose a detergent; the  other 15 
percent were mlxlng Kool.Aid. 

0 72 percent of nlajor business 
cn te rp r l sa  are  owned by b i ~ ,  color. 
ful farnilies with tendencies toward 
incest. murder and unkind lon- 
guapc. 

11100 prrccnt of hospitals are  
c lean 

ri [Ui percent of filthy, lice-ridden 
bunis a rc  undcrcovcr cops in dis- 
guise. - 

Cl70 percent of household prod- 
ucts can talk. 

O Instant coffee tasles just like 
fresh, maybe better. 

0 7 5  uercent of ocean cruises 
lead to 'marr~age;  the  0th;; 2j 
percent lead to divorce. 

C?K1 percent of cah drivers havc 
hearts of gold beneath their touch 
cx!t,riois. 

i.1 E ~ r v t s  and lonrls seck or11 
nestinf; grounds nrar  oil refineries. 
u l i c ~ r ~ c r  they sensf! h rn rvo len t  
vibrs. 

(; f'syrhopaths are  eaLy to pi,.li 
out of a crowd because they'rc 
always bkinny and have niessy hair, 
uilless they're fa t  and bald. 

L791 pc,rrest of upwardly moL 
black fsrnilies owe their succes.s 
the  maslrr? of the oneliner. 

0 0 n l y  4 percent of Amerir: 
can he found dazed in front of ' 
television set, and they all live 
nlohilc homcs. 

11 100 percent of Americans I .  
above the poverty line. 

11 72 pcrrent of male high-sch* 
teachers reject a student's sex. 
advance a t  least once a week. 

O The othcr 28 percent acct,- 
Of t i  uercent of oarents u 

puhescen't childrcn a r e  wjdowed 
divorced. 

025  percrnt of all Junior L.. 
guers spend three of every fc 
cvenings answering telephones r 
canlera a t  thc local nublic . ~~ 

st3lion. 
C;8!l pcrcrnt of children I: 

fluent in cornpuler 1:lnguagec 
act' 18 arc  duornccl to lives 
xsrlfarr; thtx othrrs a rc  alrcu 
su rce~ses  in rock hands. 

U 'S, 3 percent of all nican, pe, 
or vrngcful adults will be reform 
within 45 srconds af ter  a lecture 
any child. m ..-- 
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Heavy id7 i3 
TV viewing linked to 

.- , 
A study of 10,000 Cal~forn~a slxth- sulted in h~gher academle achieve- 

graden has found that heavy televl- ment for chddren whwe parents are 
slon vlewlne aonears to aifect stu- semi-nroferstonak or duiteri work- - .. 
dent achievement in elementary 
school. 

Socially advantaged students are 
most likely to suffer academically if 
they watch a lot of television. ac- 
cordiw to a recent arficte ahoat Che 

- 

ers. 
"Students who viewed more than 

SIX hours of tefevmion each day had 
sharply lower a&evement scores" 
m readurp. Rlslbematrc~ and written 
exprpssiao, Pet& Saul. However, he 
repoltad. "studants watching rela- 
tlvelv moderate amounts of tetevr- 

m e n d  of consistently lower sion have higher acluevement scwes 
achievement was associated with than t h  who m e d  watching' 
heavier viewing for students from less." 
professional families," researcher Offering an explanation for 's 
Mark Fetler wrote. findings, Fetler said. "Oae psihl. 

Fetler said that watching a ity is Uiat more affluant homes are 
moderate amount of television re- more likely to contain books, mags- - 

zincs, stimulating games and par. 
ents who encourage their children to 
do well in school. The more time 
spent watching television in t h m  
homes, the less L i e  spent in activi- 
ties tbat sharpen (academic) skills." 

poor academic achievemen 





1 " q ? J  ]/I1 j -. j ' ? , ,  

82q. FCL L .? :r 

j :  Televisi~n :<pyl. a : ~  ~1~ fL;kc.t@r, 
0 

In , making -. the g~:arlc i i ;  r!a'sr; 
,. ' \, 
i d .- 

Ckicilgo Tribune th? stud) \,el.? -hI:dn!zht L([Je- 
c; ,::, -1: c,Ta , ..,. 2 .. " i i a a r e  Fe\::-r." 

$:u..!ei~ti irf~t:;  aN?~zer~t Catnilie+ . , V l a : ~ ~ i : ~ ~ t )  !:,I;:!! ' '  ' , I , ;B~!  G ~ , J ~ , I .  ' 
w h o  i.a:ch n !ot t ~ i  t~!~vls: i ,n ti,i:d "Plea! Kii!.,." " I : : : ; I . , ~  ' -'s:r.,:, .,,.. " 
t n  !laic 11c!<irer nz:,~deinic rrr:o:tls -1~i~:c I : ,  l i ? r~ . '  ;,v.ri ' ( ? ~ ; X . < : Y ,  ' . . !h-i; s:::drnts 1irr:n sinjilor fami- F r ! t ~ r  rt;>,.ir;:?d :I: I:.? i i ~ ~ r n d  q ! :  

lies i thr i  ? r r  l igh t  TV s.i:n.rrs. ( 'o;~r~>i:!~ica!i~:: ,  ;I p , : ! , l ~ ~ a t i < : ~ ~  c,! 
;.ccr;?fi!!!:: tci ; !ud? !,f iO.Cn!I tl:r 1~ ~ivc. r r i t ) .  ,.!' iJ ,~n~~rslvi .ni .? ' , :  
Caiifilr~.i;l i::h g~n~!vr:,. Annc~ik:rg S<!I,:<:! <:I' (;,~rn:r~u~:i 

(Iue rc:lson msy  t:? tha t  watci.- rlti!,ns. 
ing 11p L * >  .:ix l:o!:rs of ~e!~visio!, :I F a v ~ r i t e  shorvi t:; thp li;h!. 'T\' 
1 ? ;  : !  I I 1 s . :  \ie\ve:s were "P,ilI Xlclyrrs' .I:.:;. 
hi15 l;!r rcJ in ; ; . .  ! !< ,n~~,v , , rk  i t i  :;cl." "hl,;vn," ":i,~! ('!~b," "5i:n- 
other  i~~(cil i .ctuii l l~:  siim:;ia:i~::: ri,,~ Sen1r5ter." '.'Tht. LlnrNei l~  
nctivitie.;, a i d  M a r k  F'elfpr. ;I l.cllrer i {cp , ,r t . '  " i i ' :~<hinyton 
~ . t ) i l s i ~ l l : n n t  ! o  The [':llilor~iin L\'r~k in flrvlev.." ".Vaslerpirte 
I jepanmcnt ~ , r  E(iurali<~n. , f > I I C : I I P ~ . "  "P'I'I. ('liib." "lfeet (he  

T h e  Lop i 1) '1'V p r ~ ~ x r a i i l c  I+c;s" 2nd " F I T I I I ~  I ,~IIE." 
n~atr!icil hi. t l ~ e  henvv vieu.er5 i ~ t  - 
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! Heavy TV viewers f otifld i9 
j Doorer hl a t  makisag grade 

. - , , 

i ch~6r&$:bere  
! Studrnis it-om ;if(i~tcnt fnrnllics 
1 who watch a !ot of trlevis~on tend 

to have poorer ac;ideiclr r-ec.lrtls 
than s tuden3 Iran: siinilar 
fanlilies a110 zr? Light T'l vic\vc.rs, 

; sr:c~rding to a strdy c;f :0,00!: 
I CaliIori~ia sixth-graders. 

; One reason may bc that 
: watching up to six hours of 

television a d2.i cuts into the time 
a student has lor rcadii i~,  
t;orn?work or other inlrllectuaii;: 

stimulating activities, said Mzrk 
Feltcr, 3 consultant to liiz 
Catiforni;, Department of 
fSduc,alion. 

The top 10 TV proi;r:!m:; 
wniched by the b w y  viewers in 
the sludy were "Midrsght Special," 
"VegaS." ''Uancr Frver," 
"Flamingo Road," "Lou Grant," 
"Real Kids," "Q&.y." "%ap," 
"Aar? to H u t "  awl "Dynasty. ' 
Feller reported in the .!ournal of 
Cornri~unication, a p:~blicotion cf 
the Unlve I of Pennam'i *- hnncn rg 
Cnrnrnuaications. 

Favorite shows of the l ~ g h t  TV 
viewers were "BRdI !bYc~y~:s' 
Jounzl,"  "Nova." "700 Chib,;' 
"Sunrise Semester," "The 
MacNeil-Lehrer Rr.pc:.t." 
"Washicgton Week i z  Ecviea." 
"Ma-terpiece Theat ir," "PPI. 
Club," " X e t  the I'ri.~:'' and 
"Firing Line." 3 -. . 
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uJ i  I .. , .. /Study: TV habits affect 1 ,  - - 
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L -TER. :A 
F::-i; La child's achievement 

I Advyntaged suffer most 
-- 

Chiirrn whose parents a n  
eusing a comforlabh living in 
b pn(esrimr or iba executive 
miIe have IOL ID lose by 
a- endless houn in 1-1 
.I lk lelcvisioa set. 

A =w study of the effects of 
tekvirwn on school arh~cvamcnt 
Illcselll lhal socially aduanlrgsd 
kids - the ones whore parents 
earn a a d  living and are lzkrly 
La ClCOUrilPe them La work hard 
in school -quickly lore ground 
academically the more they 
watch lelcvslon. 

hIverse ly .  kids lram impoxer. 
irbed homer trnd to do n liltlc 
better il they watch a mukra te  
amount of television. 

-riii" G i  wt by wr!:~w 
.U the parent s or 

gwrrllu's bb a ib= hack of 
the (.st. V i m  1m~ln8 what the 
)& wan, I&) ideat~fted these )& 
r r t~gor ies :  I1 Irlnuwn: 2) un- 
,killed worken r welfa:a .reciPi. 
entr. 3) n U  and sem~skllled 
,,,,i.r~: 4, ~liprofcssionals.  
cicrkal and 8.L.s u.orke,r. tech- - 

nrcinnr. and 5) ezwt lves ,  pm : 
f e r s ~ ) n a h  and l u r g e n .  I 

The pumls Unn.rlvcs gave Ih 
mfarma(ron .Lu( lhelr TV hab '  
I f *  

They. esl imatd lhe number d 
houn UKy w.(&d everyday. 
and. in case (L.g dldn't estimate 
comcUy, th.y Y1 haw oflea ; they watched ..rb d n shm.  

~ . .. -. . . . 
FeUer based his study an ? 

laywide test in reading, wrbonp 
nd arilhmetic given each year 
I sir&-graders in california The pupils were nU  ranted 
abbe rchmls. The re rearch~r  anonymity in d r r  to Protect 
$1 Ns rtatisIica from the test their ,,tivwy. 0( lhe 2SU.UY) Lids 
,sen in lbc spring of 1981. whn imk the le.1. Pctler eleancd 

Other r c r e a r c k n  a t  iba An- 
nenberr School kuve already 
pxtulaIed UU idea that heavy 
lekvirim viewing brings abwt  a 

:k%:?EY;: ::!!em2-;1e 
watch TV. Ihe more they tend to 
lhink alike. regardkss of Ute 
kinds of differences one mkbt  
expect in people of diffcrd 
classes. 

It seems to be m e  for C U .  
dren loo. 

Feller aoid the study itself 
doesn't explain why UK advan- 
Lagmi kldr sland lo h more by 
watching television bul he has 
some interesting Ideas an the 
subject. - 

"One possibility is I h a f n i G  
afflucnt homes are mare ilkely 
lo eonlain bmkr. magazines. 
slim~laling games and pawnu 
who encourage their children to 
read. do homework and do well 
in school," he wrote. "The more 
lime spent watching television in 
these homes. the less time could 
be spent in activities that rbar- 
pen skills relevant to success in 
school ... 
"Less affluent homes would bc 

less likely to contain bmks. 

magazines and ather inl~llrvlual. 
ly ~ t i m ~ l ~ l i n g  activities that 
would be displaecd by tele\,ision. 
Thus, compred  to what is 
available, television would be 
relatively IUmulating, providing 
new ideas, vicarious cxpcrlrncrs 
and new vocabulary, and might 
tranrlate inla academic im- 
Drovemenl. a1 least when in 
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The boom in VCR's is overturning 
the tyranny of television and trans- 
forming the American living room 
into a private screening room. Ea- 
ger entrepreneurs are building an 
entire industry around the video- 
philes, shaking the very founda- 
tions of the entertainment business. 

Near closing time on a hot, humid night, 
Federal TV, across from Wrigley Field in 
Chicago, is packed with people waiting to 
rent tapes for their video-cassette recorders. 
To nurse Eileen Smith, 34, nine months 
pregnant, bliss would be unwinding in front 
of the TV watching Meryl Streep in 'Silk- 
wood. "But lots ofpeople had the same idea. 
"We're out. How 'bout 'Cujo'?"says a clerk. 
Aspeople behind hergroan, Smith dashes off 
to a video store in Lincoln Park. Out again. 
She finally finds 'Si1kwood"at the Chicago 
Public Librarv. ' I  can't sav the VCR has 

we rented 'An Oficer and a Gentleman:" 
she says, patting her swollen stomach. 'Tf we 
hadn 'tstayed up late to watch Richard Gere, 
I might not be in this condition." 

LastNovemberBarbaraand WayneRiley 
of Houston were eager to watch ABC's nu- 
clear-holocaust drama "The Day After." 
But they didn't want to expose their three- 
year-old son, Cullen, to the graphic film. At 
8 o'clock they popped a cassette into their 
VCR and taped the show to watch afrer 
Cullen's bedtime. As much o f  the countrv 

changed my life, unlessyoucount the night sat transfixed by images of &clear devai- Browsinant Philadelphia'sMovies Unlimited: 

Videoparty in Denver: Just bring your own popcorn 

~ ~ 

tation, the Rileys were on 
the couch entertaining Cul- 
len with tapes of 'Sesame 
Street3'-using another of 
their four VCR's. 

For Louis Barrdre, a San 
Francisco sound engineer, 
what started as a hobby be- 
came a consuming obses- 
sion. ' I  would tape 10 Star 
Treks: " he says, "and then 
I would say to myseg I f  I 
have 10 of them, I really 
ought to have all of them; 
there are only 82.' That's 
how it grows." Barrdre has 
just bought his sixth VCR; 
he wore out his first five in 
the course of amassing 
1,000 videotapes--n collec- 
tion so vast that he had to 

i build a special closet to 
I house it. But Barr2re may 
j be looking for another hob- 
i by. "It can getpretty expen- 
sive, "he says. '"lfmally said 

to mysex 'This is crazy. I've got a Volvo in 
my closet that I can't drive: " 

Video revolutions are proclaimed so of- 
ten that it would be tempting to dismiss this 
one as just another false alarm. But all the 
evidencesaysit isn't. Spurred by sharp price 
cuts and a surge in the availability of pre- 
recorded tapes, VCR sales have galloped 
beyond the most optimistic projections. 
More than 10 million American homes now 
have. at least one VCR-and that figure 
should hit 15 million at the end of 1984. By 
1987, one in three households will have one. 
The privatescreening room, once theexclu- 
siveluxury of moviemoguls, may soon be as 
commonas the two-car garage. "Home vid- 
eo," says Richard Snyder, chairman of Si- 
mon and Schuster, "is going to be the next 
majormassmedium." 

Its arrival is shaking up almost every 
facet of the entertainment business. With 
video revenues on theirway tobecomingthe 
largest source of film revenue after box- 



For the viewer, a welcome alternative to television's look-alikeprogramming 

divide the extra loot. Studio executives, Duran"to"CuriousGeorge"andJaneFon- 
meanwhile, arebusily seekingways tomine da's "Workout." "It's freedom," says Los 
the cassette market for even more. Music Angeles screenwriter DanaOlsen. "When I 
videos have spun new life into the record was a kid I was a prisoner of the tube; now it 
industry, and the spread ofVCR'smay turn does what1 want when1 want it." 
music-video sales into a significant source That freedom beeins with a technoloev 
of revenue. The satraps of'bther realms- that originated in t g  United States in 19gi 
broadcasting, cable TV, publishing and ad- and is now dominated by Japan, where gi- 
vertising-are trying to hold their own ants such as Sony, Hitachi and Matsushita 
aeainst the new comuetitor. grabbing for manufacture VCR's for the world. Ameri- 
pTeces of the action at'the same time. can companies get their slice of the 55 bil- 

Freedom: The theme of this u~rising is lion hardware market bv selline Ja~anese 

the mid-1970s videophiles began copying 
television shows to sell to fellow addicts. 
What early VCR owners wanted most was 
movies, but given the small number of ma- 
chines in circulation, the major studios 
couldn't be bothered to license their films. 
Finally, in 1978 video visionary AndrC Blay 
oersuaded Twentieth Centurv-Fox to sell 
him the ;assetre rights ro 50mo\ ies, includ- 
i i~e  "M'A-S'H" and "Patron." for .S6.000 
eGh. Blay's tapes were placedin electronics 
stores, but low volume and steep manufac- 
turing costs kept the price so high ($79.95) 
that verv few sold. "Then damn American 
ingenuity set in," says Jack Silverman, who 
founded Commtron. the nation's largest - 
\ide,~-c;issr.rr: di$triburor. Retailers began 
turcnr~:~ssctrcsins~cadofsellinr:them, "3nd - 
they spawnedaniudustry." 

Heroes: To hear Silverman tell it, the 
founding of the home-video industry is a 
story as stirring as the founding of the Re- 
public: "The real heroes of the video move- 
ment are those little mom-and-pop retail 
stores-the guy who got a secondmortgage 
on his house and borrowed from his aunt to 
open a retail store and endured hard times 
until it boomed. They were dentists' wives, 
looking fur n carccr i n  liberatrd .4merl~a, 
bookkcc~crs whocc. kids rail it sothe). could 
realize the American dream of owning their 
own business and Vietnamese boat people 
who didn't even speak English. Little by 
little theselittle guys built an entire industry 
and did it during a deep recesssion." 

Now people are rushing to cash in. "It's 
an easybusiness to get into," says Steven 
Savage, co-owner of New York's New Vid- 
eo. "You just buy some tapes, put up a sign 
that says 'Video' and if you have a good 
location, people will come in." In fact, you 
can get into the business just by buying 
a video vendine machine--for 516.00& - 
from Essex Engineering, a ~onukcticut 
firm. The customer inserts a credit card and 
chooses one of the machine's 168 tapes; if 
the tape isnot returned, theaccount is billed 
for the purchase price. 

Video signs are popping up everywhere. 
In Houston, Safeway and Randall's super- 
markets not only offer tapes, they also rent 
VCR's: Safeway charges $9 a night, Ran- 
dall's 511. In Illinois, Dominick's Fine 
Foods chain offers a package deal: 10 tapes 
for 521. "At that price," says customer 
Eileen Smith, "it's hard to go out for a quart 
of milk without returnine with a movie." - - .  

p~~\ver~~?tIicpr.oplc. Evcrsiiicethetelevih~ machincs under their own labels. And i n  Ncu. York, rcnzng 13prsc3ii Lake 
set took c,?i~trol oitlir Aineric~n famil\', it Thevcrs;iiilrlittlemacliirics ha\c.crc.itcd vou ru thccleancrs. Ldtr Auril T3i 1. Ku'on 
hasruled dictatorially, de~iverin~look-alike 
programming that variesonly with the time 
of day. More than any other system, the 
VCR lets viewers overturn television's tyr- 
anny. For early users, that mostly meant 
either "time shiftingM-taping a program 
to watch at another, more convenient hour 
-or watching X-rated films. But the VCR 
movement owes its newfound strength to 
the vast array of programming now avail- 
able. Choices range from megaflicks like 
"Tootsie" and rock epics like "Duran 
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a wholenew industry: the sales and rental of 
prerecorded cassettes. A video outlet can be 
anything from a drugstore where one 
counter supports a stack of tapes to 30-store 
chains like Erol's in Washington, D.C. To- 
gether, the 14,000 outlets that retail cas- 
settes rang up $1 billion in revenues last 
year, mostly from rentals-and according 
tomany analysts, thatfigurecouldriseto 55 
billion by 1988 (chart, page 52). 

Toreach this rosy statethevideoindustry 
had to survive a fairly sickly childhood. In 

turned part of his ~ reenvhch  Village dry- 
cleaning shop over to video cassettes. Why 
cassettes? "I read about it in the newspa- 
pers," says Kwon, in heavily accented Eng- 
lish. "I didn't have any experience. I just 
opened." But he had done some market 
research: "A lot of people had video cas- 
settes when they came into the cleaners," he 
says. And herecognized thatboth cassettes 
and dry cleaning require a return trip every 
two days or so. 

It's getting harder to find virgin terri- 



A NATION OF ARMCHAIR MOVIE MOGULS 
VCR sales are surging as import prices continue to fall and entrepreneurs rush HOME-VIDEO 
to provide the beleaguered television viewer with alternative programming. SOFTWARE MARKET 
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tory. Alaska, for example, is a video hot 
spot. Dan Apted, co-owner of Video Con- 
cepts in Anchorage, rents tapes to 22 bush 
communities, delivering them by air. "One 
guy rents it," he says, "and half the town 
comes over to his house to watch it." 

W11c1i 1a?o 111311) pc,?plcgcl [he saniegoud 
idea, 11 c3n turn had. Likedozen, ot'orhcr>, 
Jean Lightbourn went into video retailing 
because there wasn't a place near her 
home-in scruffy southwest Detroit- 
where she could rent cassettes for her VCR. 
She opened her shop, Video Focus, four 
monthsago. But withintwo weeks twoother 
video outlets had invaded the neighbor- 
hood. Staring forlornly across the street 
where yet another video storehas an "Open- 
ing Soon" sign in its window, she says, "If I 
hadknown this was going to hecomeavideo 
block, I would haveremainedaconsumer." 

In fact, the pressures on mom-and-pop 
retailers are enormous. For one thing, capi- 
tal outlays are high. Kwon, for example, 
spent 540,000 to stock 1,000 titles, and he's 
saving up for 1,000 more. Many outlets use 
"clubs"-offering discounts on rentals for 
large up-front "membership" fees to im- 
prove cash flow and buy moreinventory. To 
be sure of having popular tapes on hand, a 
store must carry multiple copies of hot ti- 
tles. Larger dealers, like Movies Unlimited 
in Philadelphia, carry up to 7,000 titles; 
owner Jerry Frebowitz finds that a larger 
selection allows him to charge higher rental 
prices than some small operations. The 
competition will get even tougher if mass 
merchandisers like K mart and 7-Eleven, 
which are now testing the waters, jump in. 

For Hollvwood the onlv worrv may be 
h o ~  to churn the \ruff our >a,[ ~ n ; u ~ l ~ . ~ ~ u t  
thcma~dr studio> had ro b:dr.iggcd 111tor1ie 

business-by video pirates. Bootleggers 
were sellingillicit copies of "Star Wars3'and 
"Raiders of the Lost Ark" for as much as 
51,000 each. "A whole black market had 
grown up to satisfy a consumer demand we 
were ignoring," says Steve Roberts, presi- 
dent of Twentieth Century-Telecommnni- 
cation. "So we decided to get into the boot- 
legger's business and make some profits for 
ourselves." 

Which is just what they've done. Video 
rights for "Silkwood" fetched 51.5 million 
in January. "Supergirl," which hasn't even 
started filming vet, brought $3.25 million 
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for the North American 
rights alone. And George 
Lucas just sold "The Em- 
pire Strikes Back" to CBS- 
Fox for an astounding $15 
million. By 1988, according 
to conservative estimates, 
home video will be contrib- 
uting up to 25 percent of a 
film's revenues. 

Even so, the film studios' 
reluctance to enter the field 
allowed independent com- 
panies to gain a solid grip on 
key parts of the business. 
Early on,afewsmallcompa- 
nies, most of which dealt in 
pornographic films, bought 
up the video rights to popu- 
lar television series and chil- 
dren's programming. Oth- 
ers brought out a number of 
instructional tapes. Little 
known Karl Video markets 
one of the most popular sell- 
ers, Jane Fonda's "Work- 
out." Roughly 30 independ- 
ent marketers account for 

most of the nonmovie trade. Belatedly, the 
studios formed their own video-marketing 
companies (some are joint ventures like 
CBS-Fox), but they are pretty much con- 
fined toselling their ownreleases. Afew very 
successful producers, like the Salkind Co. 
("Supergirl") and George Lucas, arepower- 
fulenough to retain thevideo rights to their 
ownfilms. 

Foresi&t:/In addition, Hollywood has 
been all hut shut out of the video-distribu- 
tion business. After producing a film, 
most studios deliver the prints directly to 
theaters, making good money for their trou- 

ble. But fiim executives 
didn't believe videc cas- 
settes would ever repay the 
costs of handling them. 
Now, once the actual cas- 
settes have been manufac- 
tured (by firms such as Bell 
& Howell in Chicago), the 
studios must turn them over 
to distributors like Silver- 
man's Commtron (1983 
sales: 5125 million) or 
Sound Video Unlimited 
(projected 1984 sales: $9.0 
million), which in turn de- 
liver them to retailers. "The 
film companies through the 
years have failed to have 
muchforesight about thefu- 
ture," admits Alan Hirsch- 
field, president ofTwentieth 
Century-Fox. "We didn't 
do i t  with TV. We failed 
with cable, and we allowed 
others to seize the distribu- 
tion ofhomevideo." . . . . . . - --. ---. - - - - 

Assembling Sony Betamaxes: The hardware is Japanese Even their partial share 



TALES OF THE TAPES: VIDEO'S MOST POPULAR FARE 
VCR's are used for "time shiftina"-recording a Droaram for viewina at a more convenient hour-and Dlavina 
prerecorded cassettes. Movies now dominateihecasiette trade, but tiusicvideosand nontheatrical material may 
one dav gain comparable DoDularitv. Cassettes can be bouaht or rented: most movies sell for $79.95, althouah 
paramount has released a i e i  blockbusters at $39.95. The fcjlowing are the best performers in each category. - 

ALL-TIME BEST-SELLING 
CASSETTES 

Title (Units sold) 

I. Raiders of the Lost Ark (600,000) 
2. Mak~ng M~chael Jackson'sThr~ller (450,000) 
3. Jane Fonda's Workout (420,000) 
4. Flashdance (305,000) 
5. An Off~cer and a Gentleman (220,000) 
5. Terms of Endearment (205,000) 
7. Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan (200,000) 
8. Trad~ng Places (1 75,000) 
9. Staying Ai~ve (170,000) 

10. Star Wars (1 50,000) 

CURRENT TOPmSELLING 
CASSETTES 

Title (Weeks on list) 
1. Terms of Endearment (7) 
2. Jane Fonda's Workout (1 16) 
3. Raiders of the Lost Ark (33) 
4. Cartoon Classics Limited Gold Edition 

Mickey (6) 
5. Scarface (9) 
6. Making Michael Jackson's Thriller (31) 
7. Cartoon Classics Limited Gold Edition 

Donald (6) 
8. Money Hunt (3) 
9. Cartoon Classics Limited Gold Edition 

Minnie (5) 
10. Vertigo (1) 
11. The Right Stuff (5) 
12. Cartoon Classics Limited Gold Edition 

Disney's Best (4) 
13. Culture Club: A Kiss Across the Ocean (3) 
14. Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan (74) 
15. Let's Break: A Visual Guide to 

Break Dancing (6) 
16. Silkwood 18) , , 

17. Cartoon Classics Limited Gold Edition 
Pluto (5) 

18. Children of the Corn (2) 
19. Trading Places (20) 
20. Jane Fonda's Workout Challenge (20) 

Source: Billboard Magwine 

MOST-RECORDED TV PROGR 
1. All My Children 5. Guiding Light 
2. General Hospital 5. One Life to Live 
3. Days of Our Lives 7. Hill Street Blues 
4. As the World Turns 8. Dallas 

CURRENT 
TOPmRENTAL 
CASSETTES 

Title (Weeks on list) 
1. Terms of Endearment (7) 
2. Scarface (9) 
3. The Right Stuff (5) 
4. Silkwood (8) 
5. Blame It on Rio (2) 
6. Educating Rita (4) 
7. Children of the Corn (3) 
8. Christine (8) 
9. Sudden Impact (10) 

10. Uncommon Valor (13) 
11. All the Right Moves (7) 
12. Broadway Danny Rose (2) 
13. Two of a Kind (3) 
14. Gorky Park (1 1) 
IS. Rear Window (1 0) 
16. Under Fire (14) 
17. Raiders of the Lost Ark (34) 
18. The Dead Zone (1 6) 
19. Trading Places (20) 
20. Tank (1) 

SoucCB: Billboard MBgeine 

lAMS 
9.The Young and 

the Restless 

10. Dynasty 
10. Cheers (tie) 

Source A C  Nlelsen Co I 
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of the industry, however, is flooding 
themajor studios with enoughcash to 
force an overhaul of their intricate 
financial structure. "The home-video 
explosion has changed the movie 
business more than anything since 
the advent of TV," says Paramount 
president Michael Eisner. "All ar- 
rangements with the writers, the di- 
rectors and the actors, thecinematog- 
raphers, everybody, will have to 
change." Last month, for example, 
the Directors Guild-preparing to 
strike over the issue--accepted a new 
contract giving directors an increased 
share of home-video revenues. 

Hollywood executives, mean- 
while, are fighting the "first sale" 
doctrine in federal copyright law 
that prohibits the studios from get- 
ting additional royalty payments 
once they have sold a tape to a deal- 
er. "Composers get compensation 
when their songs are played; why 
shouldn't the creators of a movie be 
paid when their film is rented 50 
times?' rails Fox's Hirschfield. Two 

well at the retail level, even at a re- 
duced price, it sets its list price at 
$79.95 to make what it can from deal- 
ers whowillherentingit out. 

With music videos, there is no con- 
test between sales and rental: people 
want to play them repeatedly, like 
records, not return them after one 
viewing. "You haven't seen the video 
explosion yet," says Gene Giaquinto, 
president of MCA Home Video. In 
addition to MTV, the cable channel 
that ~ l a v s  them 24 hours a dav, as 

of music videos are still small relative 
to movies, F. Eberstadt & Co. esti- 
mates that by 1988 they will account 
for a quarter of the home-video mar- 
ket. And many record stores strug- 
gling through the recent rock-and- 
roll slump found video sidelines to be 
their salvation. 
Synergy: All these dollars flowing 

into video have to be coming out of 
someone's pockets. Theater owners 
wouldseemtobelikelyvictims, hut on 
the contrary, they are flourishing- 
with record revenues and an increas- 

bills moving through Congress would Videotape vending machine: The trick is convenience ing number of screens available to the 
repeal the first-sale rule, but the video public. That isn't necessarily a para- 
retailers are determined to stop them. So far, no major studio has followed Par- dox: VCR's appear to inspire enthusiasm 

A neater wav to handle the rental  rob- amount's lead-on the rround that  rice about movies, versuading some people who . . 
lem svould br. ;o :ncuur;igc ?asselle ;ale.. rcclllaions il<,n't pa). ' K ~ ~ / ~ o l u n ; h i n ' s  h ; ~ d ~ t u ~ ~ c d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t o t l t e ~ e r s t o r c t u r n .  4nd 
l'roni \\,hich Holl\ .u~udcxtract~a f ~ l l  mea\- "I',?otbie." far c~a~l lnlc ,  hecame the re-und 1v11h increased re\.enue> iron1 \.ldr.u rights, 
ur<uiprulit. 111 3n >[tempt I,? 1111 rhemarkst 
In  that direction, Paramount relc.a,:d "Star 
Trek 11: The Wrath of Khan3'in November 
1982 at $39.95, half the going rate for most 
iirst-run movies. The experiment paid off, 
and last December Paramount put out 
"Raiders" at the same price; with 600,000 
copies sold, it reigns as all-time top seller. 

title tobreak l00,000'insales, eventhoughit 
is priced at $79.95. "We would have had to 
sell 300,000 titles at $39.95 to give us the 
sameprofits," insists RCA/Columbiapresi- 
dent Rdbert Blattner. CBS-Fox also has 
announcedthatit willreleaseallitsbighitsat - 
579.95. C\cn l'.iramuunt,t~ll u$csxt\~o-tier 
approacl~: l i l t  doc, r,ot ckpcct a lilln ro >ell 

Hollywood is turning out more films- 144 
through June of this year, compared with 
102 in the first half of 1983. Accordingly, 
Larry Moyer, whorunsatheaterchainin the 
Portland, Ore., area, has opened 10 video 
stores and begun to sell new and used tapes 
at his 12 theaters. He got his first taste 
of synergy when "Indiana Jones and the 

The Diba family enjoying tape in a California tub: 'The ultimate indulgence,'but the technology can turn out to be cost-effective, too 
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Temple of Doom" opened at two of his 
theaters: lobby sales of its predecessor, 
"Raiders of the Lost Ark," took off. "We'll 
never stop going to the movies," says film 
historian Ron Haver, owner of 400 cas- 
settes and 250 videodiscs. "Yon never get 
over the moviegoing experience where you 
sit with 1,000 other people and confront 
that larger-than-life image which domi- 
nates you in the dark." 

Pay-cable movie services such as Home 
Box Office and The Movie Channel have 
no such allure, and their pockets are no- 
ticeably less swollen these days. Home 
video is now growing twice as fast as pay 
cable. Movies are generally available on 
cassettes six months before they hit the 
movie channels, and VCR's offer vastly 
greater selection. Linda and Allen Brum- 
low began subscribing to a cable system 
last November. "We didn't get the movie 
channels because everyone we know kept 

complaining about seeing the same movies 
over and over," Brumlow explains. "We 
got the VCR instead." 

The commercial TV networks-and 
their advertisers-are also feeling the 
home-video crunch. Cable TV and local 
stations have already nibbled away at net- 
work audiences, and VCR use could take 
an even bigger bite. Advertising agency 
BBDO predicts that by 1990 networks will 
be pulling only 65 percent of the prime- 
time audience--down from a lordly 91 

TV Sets of the Future sound, broadcast TV does not. But that will soon change: 
recently the Federal Communications Commission approved a 
new standard that will allow TV stations to broadcast in stereo. 

In the snowcaooed mountains near Provo. Utah. Robert Instead of a single monaural channel, the Zenith/dbx standard . . - ' Rcdiord and t crev 01' sereran ~ilmmakcrs at hi\ Sundance provides three audio :hdnncl, for c3-I1 "id-o :hannel-two !'or I 
Instituletilm a.,?rkshop re.Yntlv c.~Derimcntcd  with;^ neur video srercu\ou1td311da t h i r d , i i ~ l l e d S A P f o r s e ~ d r ~ t ~ a u d i ~ ~ r o g r a m .  
technology-high-definition teieviiion (HDTV). To purists, no which broadcasters will likely use for i i m u l t a n e o ~ ~  foreign- 
video technolorn can match the quality of 35-mm film. But even lanena~e broadcasts. (In Japan, where stereo TV has been -. . . 
the rkcptics 31 Sundtnx were irnprrssed: \\,here :un\,:ntional a\,:t~lnhlc for six ycrr,,  broadcaster^ h;<\,e u$cd the extra ~ucllo 
tclrvision ~ r ~ d u i c ~  only Ilat, mediocre imarc,. ~ h c  H DTV chanl~el differentl\: b-~ehal l  \.ien.ers hli\c.~:lioice of l~slcnina to 
equipmen~createssharp&ageswiththestunni~gappearanceof announcers who root either for or against the hometown tea&.) 
three-dimensionality. In the United States re~ular  stereo broadcasting for some pro- 

A3 a tc;hnology, ;clcvi\ion today is not much din'cre~~t from gran~s-su:h t s  . . ' l l~e-~ol t i~hr  Shou 'Starring Johnny car-  
whst 11 ua, when Ilop3longC3ssidy and tltc Mousckercers ruled son"-i\ cxpc~.trd to hegin t h ~ r  itll. Special rtercodeca>ders !vill 
the rlrusvcs. 'l'he brt1adc3st rtanddrds used toda). \\ere her in benecdedtopick upthe\ignalb; thcdemderscsn beplugged into 
1941: ~ o l o r  w33 i~ttroduced in 1954. But with the explusi\,e ne\\.cr '.stcrco-read\" TV set,, and some mlinufi~cturer, arc 
growth of VCR's, computers, cable and other video tichnol- bringing out modeis with the decoders built in. (None have 1 . . .  . 
ogles, television is on the vergeof amajor technological transfor- announced decoders for older sets, however.) 

marion. "l'he \%hole natur: of the TV set is gang to change," 
9~1.b 1 .e~  Isgur, consumer-elcclronli9 analyst for I'sinc Wrhhcr. 

  he newwave of technological innovatrbn has already begun. 
In 1981 Sony introduced its Profeel monitors, breaking the TV 
set into separate components. Typically, a component television 
system has a high-quality monitor-video screen-that has 
seven or eight input and output jacks so that it can display video 
signals from VCR's, video-laser-disc players, a computer, cable 
or conventional broadcast television. The tuner, which can pick 
up as many as 169 broadcast and cable channels, is a separate 
unit. Instead of the small, tinny speakers found on TV sets, 
component systems often have full stereo s~eakers. For those 

Tricks: The next wave in video tecb- 
nology will be the introduction of digital 
television. In a digital-TV set, the con- 
ventional analog video and audio signals 
are converted and processed in the hina- 
ry digital code-a series of ones and 
zeros-that computers use. Digital tele- 
vision makes it possible to do tricks with 
the signals. For instance, the images 
can be stored in a memory momentarily 
so that ghost images can be canceled 
out. Japan's Matsushita Corp., which 
brought out the world's first digital tele- 
vision in June, designed the set so that it 
will display two images at once, letting 
the viewer watch one show while moni- 
toring a second channel or a VCR or 
videodisc playback in a corner of the 
screen. A digital set developed by NEC 
of Japan can freeze up to four frames in 
memorv. then orint out the imaees on a - 

thermal printer. s i d e  from [lie innov:ltion\ i t  maker poss~hle. 
dieital rc:hnolocv should e\,entu311\ cut t l ~ c  c a r  of t e l c ~ i s i o ~ ~  
assembly by much of the cir&itry on a few silicon chips. 

While the first digital-TV sets should be on the American 
market by the end 3 the year, the more exotic teclinology of 
high-definition television will he slower to arrive. HDTV pro- 
vides a stunning improvement in picture quality, with much 
higher resolution and a wider screen than the old 525-line 
standard adopted in 1941. But broadcasters and manufacturers 
have not yet agreed on a new standard, and until they do HDTV 
willremain only a bright idea. Says William Connolly, president 
of Sonv Broadcast Products, which has develo~ed an ex~er i -  

who~waot th; re\erberating ..surround-bound" o f a  movie the- m c n t a i ~ ~ . ~ . ~  sybtcnl: ..Thi, i, li ca\e where thi technology is 
ater, a Dolby Surround Sound decoder \\,ill Droduce sound on rcdd) but theecononiic hurdle, st111 ha\,e to becrosscd." 
four speakers, two in front of the newer andAtwo behind. WILLIAM D MARBACH wlth JENNET CONANT m New York, 

Although some VCR's and laser-disc players provide stereo CHRISTOPHER MA I~ washzngfon and DAVID LEWIS 1" ~ o k y o  



- - 
it when we come bafk." ~ k h o  Diba, a c ~ r -  cartoons." I UIC<;I..I h ~ ~ h  U N T ~  J A \ l : l  I I L I C  K 8 "  I d : \ n ; ~ . : .  

srerco-store owner in San Francisso, o\\nh Whether pcoplc 3rc \var:hing soap op- ""sVIE LrsLIE al'C.'ROLYU FRIDA""'U:u 
Y r k  lB.&Wl..l % \ l l U . A h l ~ O U  881 Frdn:#...~ 

four VCR's, inzludlng ,me in hls 23r and crab or "1.3 1ra\iata," thnugh, the rrurh is \IICHAEL REESE 11. C ~ # L : ~ @ J  an3 b~r:du r<p.rt, 

percent in 1977-78. So far, though, steady one that he sets up outside so he can watch that for a nation already hopelessly addict- 
increases in the overall number of homes while soaking in the hot tub. ed to television, VCR's furnish yet another 
with television sets have kept network rev- But VCR's aren't just for sybarites, as excuseforspendingtimeinfrontofthetube. 
enues growing. Diba attests: "Even my babysitter, the girl "I have people who come in and watch 

And like movie theaters, television net- who struggles day to day, has a VCR." It between four and seven movies a week," 
works have certain unique assets. For one can, in fact, be highly cost-effective. With says Michael Pollack, co-owner of New 
thing, many people prefer to watch the rental tapes available for as little as 99 Video in New York. "I worry about them. 
same things that everyone else is watch- cents a night, an evening at home can be Sometimes I say, 'Go readabook, go talk to 
ing-and to watch them at the same time. much cheaper than a trek to the movie somebody'." Yet VCR's can be liberating. 
"Network TV is here to stay," says George 
Gerbner, a professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania's Annenberg School of Com- 
munication. "It's the only thing that gives 
us a sense of commonality as a culture." 
David Poltrack, the ratings expert at  CBS, 
notes that some of the most commonly 
recorded programs are daytime soap op- 

theater. Shelly Berger's son Joshua, 17, "Weused to watch a lot of shows to get to a 
who lives down the block from his di- show," says Barbara Riley. "Now we just 
vorced father in Beverly Hills, brings girl- setthetimer. We'rewatchinglessTV." And 
friends to his father's paneled media room of course, some people are immune to the 
to watch movies on the VCR. "It's become VCR's charms. When New York writer 
a cheap date for him," says Berger. "He'll Michael Wolff learned his wife was preg- 
pop in a coupleof movies anil wait for his nant, he immediately bought a VCR in an- 
dear old dad to order sushi." ticipation of long evenings at home. But he 

eras, which means that VCR's may be The comforts of home require no sacri- hardly uses it. "When you can watch any- 
helping the networks reach millions of ficein selectivity: 200 titles, oldandnew, hit thing you want, there'sno sense of urgency, 
working people they would otherwisemiss. the market each month, and most films are so you end up watching nothing," says 
Nor is anything likely to challenge available on tape within a year of release. Wolff. He has only used $90 of the $100 in 
network-TV advertising as free rentals he got for join- 
one of the most effective ing the video club at Video 
ways to launch a new prod- Connection. He even 
uct. Even so, advertisers bought a camera to make 
are exploring ways to get videotapes of his daughter, 
ads on cassettes, including Elizabeth, but "they made 
the possibility that people her look like a bank rob- 
would buy pitch-carrying ber." Wolff, of course, is 
cassettes if they were of- probably the kind of person 
fered at a significantly who still reads books; hard- 
lower price. ;i ly typical. 

Formats: While swallow- How-to Tapes: Where, in 
ing their Gelusil, worriedex- 3 fact, do the humble book- 
ecutives can comfort them- : sellers stand amid all this 
selves with the thought that : video turmoil7 As ABC's 
for all their love of gadgets, Michael Dann sees it, they 
Americans have been re- $ could end up big winners. 
markably cautious when it "Entertainment will not be 
comes to forming lasting at- :: the basis for the VCR's suc- 
tachments tonewmachines. cess in the long term," he 
Video-game machines and ; says. Jane Fonda's "Work- 
videodiscplayers, for exam- 5 out" is just the beginning: 
ple, aretwoinnovations that ' Dann bets that instruc- 
fell flat; RCA announced ... . . . 

z s tional programming of all 
that it will stop producing 2 kinds, from cooking to car- 
videodisc players, which 'Now, remember, feed thecats twicea day, watertheplantsoncea week, and pentry, will have enormous 
cannot record material, this this is a list of the programs we want videotaped' appeal. Some publishers 
year. But the market is far have already begun. Simon 
from settled. Buyers must still choose be- While the popularity of X-rated tapes, and Schuster, for example, plans to sell 
tweenthetwoVCRformats, BetaandVHS, which once held 80 percent of the market, videocassettesinbookstoresandpricethem 
which offer different advantages and draw- has cooled, children's programming is hot: only slightly higher than hard-cover books. 
backs in quality and convenience. Beta ma- Disney cassettesaresopopularthat toddlers "I don't know where this market will take 
chines, popular overseas, account for only a swap them in nursery school. And when all us," says chairman Snyder, "but I do know 
small portion of domestic VCR sales. The elsepalls, video cameras have createdanew there is a lot of room out there for nonthea- 
market could be further complicated by a genre, "domestic drama," homemade tapes trical video." 
new format, 8 mm, which is now being ofadaughter's40-pointbasketballgame,for If Snyder is right, and the VCR comes to 
introducedforuse withsomeportablevideo example, that she can study to improve her be a vehicle for delivering new kinds of 
cameras. defense. Theadvent of cheap, portablecam- programming, it may yet enhance the cul- 

Whatever the format, though, home vid- eras, in fact, may give a significant boost to tural landscape. Chances are, though, that 
eo has some strengths that bode well for its VCRsales. it willremainjust anew way ofwatching the 
survival. Above all, it appeals to the great Thereis another side to the programming same old stuff. Technical revolutions gener- 
American love of freedom, which these versatility of VCR's: many adults use them ally have not produced cultural advances, 
days is generally synonymous with con- to control what their children see. Says and perhaps they shouldnot be expected to. 
venience. "We wouldn't go anywhere on Atlanta mother Amy Misner, "I don't like The VCR is pretty nifty as gadgets go, and 
Friday nights, because we had to be home theideaofmy chidrenspendingalotoftime that alone seems to ensure that it will take 
by 8 p.m. to watch 'Dallas'," says Barbara in front of the tube. But I'd rather they'd up permanent residence in the American 
Rilev. "But now we iust taDe it and watch watchan hour of Disnev than lominutes of home. rieht aloneside the beloved box. 







Impact of violence on te 
examined in PBS documentarv 

' 2  1L.J d 

Ih violent bsa@e d tiJkhioa viewers? What does 80 years Grant Tinker, Joan Ganz Cooney of Children's Televlsion Workshop, 
of research nrd laOILiry shuw? Are the iietworkr Dr. George Gerbwr of the Annenberg School of Communications, 
trappad L tBa rahm gsm) ha Ur public gat what it dLsaves? and Ron powers of CBS News. 

- 
p.m. M P118 sdQsasta' "The Violence Factor" looks at television as a powerful tool of 
M by vdasn N iaAlllY Edwin Nessman. 'The Violcaec rommem. rwlews the 6ndiitzs of numerous scient&c studies and 

Factor look at tbs bcbrvhn& pikbxl and BaPDfW ~ t b m  Oesensplocul cocd;cted during tile last 30 yean, and 
of TV vtolence m news a d  BLertainmed wqmemk The col~an crabtanam violarn to v~ole~ee used ~n aoDroorlare con- - ~ 

Vi (ext;Tbe -pro- a& sceesses the possible r e l a thk ip  hetween 
1- and the .h TLe Ylry Factor, TV and Bahoior, TV Ty vio lenceda  pronounced increase in real-life crime, as well as 
ViolenceandRcpl-ltk Yeam of CoDgraEslorul Lag~i- the inllmce of t&v&ion on children. 
rY, Good VtaleeEsl Circle of B W ,  and The 
Public werf& The imnact of TV on the v o w  is dramaticallv illustrated. Edwin 

~ewman're~orta that foliowi& an episode bn the ABC serles 
N w  public debs(. "Happy Days" in which Fonzie ohtamed a library card, l~hrar~ans 
Mary Megee. executive d h c W  of On Televlsion. Ltd.. saw. "Bv nationwide saw a 580 wrcmt increase in the number of new l~brary 

telling the fi vi6lence story o. television, ratber than on I& csrds requested by h e -  to 14-year olds. Demonstrating one nega- 
printed page, we intend to pwoh new pubhc debale and discus- tivee8ect.a viewer statesthat after be walchedaTV show in which 
sion about the rats and -ties of televiuuo-makers, at n shoplifting "looked easy," he "went out and tried it." 
tune wbenCOni3rUS and t h e m  are altering the oriocioles govern- At the end of the how. Newman summarizes what viewers can do - .  - - 
ing the way Tv -tea in tL U P  to contribute to tbe p&xmming on television. These steps range 

The discussion and debate right on the program as viewers from writing the &works and the managers of their local televi- 
(adults, teens and children), ?P erecuhves, and social scientists sion stations to working with citizens groups and participating in 
expnrs their strong vlrm 08 thia explosive ipsw. Thoas inter- , public hearings on WedsLon. 
viewed include U S  H o w  lbleeommunications Suhm&tee , 'The Vlolence Factor" was pmduced.by On Tclevsion..Ltd., in 
Chairman Tim WLrth of OAR&, Steve Allen, NBC Chairman ysociation with South CamUna Mucatiao Telcvisioo. 

9/22/1984       Unknown  Publication









HOW BAD K IT? 

A special report on the struggles 
of minorities and women to make 
a living in television-and how 
it affects what you see 
By Michael Leahy 
and Wallis Annenberg 

A woman director, a victim herself, agrees 
to talk about discrimination in the tele- 
vision industry only on the condition that 
her name not be used. "If you use my 
name . . . , you might as weii bury my 
career." she says softly. Hers is a familiar 
name to some in Hollywood's inner cir- 
cles, a name that inspires comments like 
"enornious potential" and "a nice touch." 

She worries about being biackbailed 
even more than she agonizes over a per- 
sonal nightmare of three years before, 
when a producer suddeniy broke his 
promise to hire her to direct an episode 
of his hit action-adventure series. "He had 
seen some of my work for which i had 
won [an award], and he was really excited 
to have me," she recalls. The producer 
informed neither his cast nor crew of the 
identityof his new director Later, the star 
of the series, hearing that a woman was 
slated to direct an episode, stormed into 
the office of the producer. "i won't do it," 
said the star, an adamant man. "Women 
can't write or direct action-adventure. You 
know it." The producer cajoied his star; 
the star wouid not yield. Finally, the pro- 

6 

''Simon bS. C O U ~ ~ B P ' ~  haw 
hen top$o show if the 
were There.sevid . 
in the Nielse~s forthat.'' 

-Robel tiarri 
:esic?ent Universal Teievis!~ 

ducer sheepishly called the woman to t 
her she could not be hired. 

The woman director says she will 
reveai the name of the series, produc 
or star. "If it gets out, they'll know who it 
came from," she says. Long ago, she re- 
signed herself to silence, beiieving that 
eventually the phone would ring and an- 
other producer would say that he wanted 
her to direct a series. Three yeail !z!er, , 



Less Bualon "hasn't work& 
on ABC since Roots, except 
for one Fantasy IsIand. The 
most dispensable acmr in the 
busines is a bbck dramatic 
a ~ t 0 ~ "  -Dolores Robinson. 

LeVar Burton's manager 

she is still waiting. "I hope and expect 
that sometlme soon I will get a nice op- 
portuniw," she says. "I have to think that. 
Judging by all the people who are always 
talking about equality." 

There is alwavs talk about eoualitv in 

might enter otherwise. 
Those producers were all the more 

shocked; then, when the Federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
opened an inquiry recentiy into alleged 
discrimination against ethnic minorities 
and women in the entertainment industry. 

As other investigations and threatened 
legal actions foliowed-a suit by the Di- 
rectors Guild against Columbia and War- 
ner Bros. studios, and a Writers Guild 
complaint to be filed with the E E O C  
some in Holiywood's "creative commu- 
nity" were outraged. 

"I just can't believe that the Federal 
Government or anyone else would go af- 
ter an industry that has generated such 
positive images ot women, blacks and 
other minorities." one oroducer fumed. 

Th s ,s aosolJtely appa ilng We nave 
he pea orner people to Jnaerstana 
cnanges 8n Amar ca 10 see *hat is rlgnt 
and wrong-bigotry, war, aii those things. 
We've been toferunners," 

Of course, such portrayals have always 
been largeiy written, directed and pro- 
duced bv white males There has aiwavs - ~~ 

been acertainlrony in that: a paternalism 
that could not be missed, and ultimately. 
women, blacks, Hispanics and Asian-Pa- 
cifics began to attack a tokenism that 
effectively excluded them from key PO- 
sitions in television writina. oroduction F I hollywood from broa~cers ana s t ~ d  ;ex- and management, an excl~son that came / 

ecut ves Tney pr detnemsetves on oelng to aHecr even the roles rney p aye0 - 0 
--- ~p 

""4.4i.z ic i-"..~ 
out ;lse:,e ;;let 
,.vecen c&n oniy 
!i'rlie ar,c &a,:> -I. - -~TL.c  ..i ihizss: 
A,.,+< + .: 3 r d ;  2 ~ i 8 ' i  .<o 
--" ..-..'-.- ,c. C.:.:..=ii, 
i:cc+-- .-a!? ~ a m s s  3 1  

1 , k , e <  .<; -!'.X.S. 
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'4-1/ 6 m;!& The Mainstreaming of America 

The surprising results of a 17-year stu 
reveal that eonservibtives and 

liberals hold similar opinions on many 

5 
2 
.$ 
E 
5 

20 

ture exert a subtle and in- 
visible power that kings, 
presiden!s and popes ' 

could only dream about. 
Today, television actual- 

By George Gerbner 
If aman is perminedtowrite 
all the ballads, heneedno! 
care who makes the laws 
of the nation. The Scottish 

patriot Andrew Fletcher 
said that in 1704. He may 
have been the first to rec- 
ognize that the legends, 
songs and stories of a cul- 



ly wields that power. For short, television's slow but 
the past 17 years, we have steady contribution to the 
been systematically study- way new generations de- 
inaTVs effects on our con- fine themselves ooliticallv 
caotions of violence. I is blurrino tradiiional d i t  , ~ ~- - -  ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ 

healtn occupat~ons. reli- ferences Getween groups 
g on an0 poltics (see box. These general f ~ n o ~ n g s  
page 23) We ana yzed par- translare mro some srrt6lng 

~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~-~ ~ 

mescapao e Tnose who 
watch more relevslon n 
any gro~p- the neavy 

terns of responses to many 
questions about life and 
Politics in many surveys of 
men and women, young and 
old, nonwhite and white, rich 
and poor, uneducated and 
highly educated, and other 
social groups of viewers. 
Eachsurveyalsoasked how 
much television the re- 
spondents watch. 

One conclusion became 

specifics. For example: 
Heavy viewers in groups 

that tend to be the most re- 
actionary and bigoted are 
less sexist than the light 
viewers in thesamegroups.' 

On the other hand, heavy 
viewers in groups that are 
otherwise the most liberal 
tend to be moresexistthan 
their light-viewing counter- 
oarts. 

viewers-tend to think and 
act more like the heavy 
viewers in other groups 
than do the light viewers. 
(On most surveys, watch- 
ing four hours or more of 
television a day defines a 
heavy viewer. That group 
includes almost half the 
American viewing popu- 
lation.) 

Heavy viewers tend to 
have lower incomes, and 
less education than do 
light viewers. So, in order 
to Separate the role of tel- 
evision from the effects of 
other circumstances in life, 
we must compare light and 
heavy viewers in the same 
social groups. When we do 
that, we find that the heavy 
viewers of otherwise very 
different groups tend to 
share many perceptions. In 
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to see themselves as plain 
working people of "aver- 
age income." 
OThe more television they 
watch, the less likely Re- 
publicans are to call them- 
selves conservative--and 
the more likely they are to 
regard themselves as 
moderateor liberal. 

How to explain these 
findings? Advertisers, tel- 
evision program produc- 
ers and political parties 
share a common need--the 
need to appeal to the 
broadest possible audi- 
ence. The advertiser wants 
to get his message to every 
nook and cranny of a vast 
and fragmented land. The 
producer, with millions of 
dollars riding on every rat- 
ings point, has little choice 
but to construct a symboiic 
world of the broadest 00s- 

Dr. George Gerbner is profes- 
sor of communications and 
dean of The Annenbeig Schooi 
of Communications at the uni- 
versify of Pennsylvania. 

tial voters to its cause. 
In each case, thisshared 

need means shunning "ex- 
tremes," presenting con- 
ventional consumer values 
and striving for a safe, re- 
spectable, middle-of-the- 
road balance in most 
things. Thus, television 
tends to blend otherwise 
divergent social orienta- 
tions-and to modify polit- 
ical extremes-by pulling 
them into the current of its 
own broad mainstream. 

One byproduct of this 
mainstreaming process is 
the potent political brew we 
shall call the New Popu- 
lism. It is a new, curious 
and perplexing political- 
social orientation whose 
members hold views that 
are often inconsistent and 
paradoxical. 

New Populists think like 
conservatives, want like 
liberals and call them- 
selves moderates. They 
shun what they see as 
"extremism" but demand 
harsher verdicts (although 
not the death penalty) in 
the most iail-haoov crimi- 

sible sales appeal a i  the 
least cost, rhe  
Patty wants to Sway the 
greatest number of. poten- 

nal-iustlce svstkk in the 
~ . ~ - ~  ~- -,-~- 

c vl~zeo world Tney hate 
revolts, except tax revo.rs 
Tney wan! lo cut !axes b ~ t  
improve education, medi- 
cal care and social secu- 
rity. They distrust Big Gov- 
ernment but want it to fix 
the economy and make the 
streets safe for their 
daughters. 

New Populists scorn 
"The Establishment" but 
dote on the rich and fa- 
mous. Thev oraciouslv . - 
perm I women ro worc ootn 
nssde and oLtsloe lhe 

nome and a low lnar m - 
norities have made + 
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COntinued 
some progress, but resentand resist any 
loss of priviiege. They are losing confi- 
dence in people who run virtually all in- 
stitutions, including religion, but express 
trust in God, America--and television. 

The role television plays in shaping at- 
titudes toward basic political issues de- 
pends on who the viewer$, are and how 
they relate to the television mainstream. 
Consider the issue of women running lor 
high office. The generally restricted and 
dependent role of women on television 
cultivates in the minds of viewers a gen- 
erally restrictive attitude about women. At 
the same time, the television experience 
aiso makes most viewers believe that their 
outlook on iife is "moderate." 

The efiect of heavy viewing is most no- 
ticeable among groups farthest from tel- 
evision's middle-of-the-road mainstream. 
For example, heavy viewers among reac- 
tionaries and bigots take a less sexist po- 
sition, while heavyviewersamong liberals 
are moresexist. Specificaliy, liberais who 
are light viewers generally say they would 

.sle lor a nomar for Pres aent (or V ce- 
Pres aery neary-v ew ng bera s now- 
ever, are less likeiy to say they would vote 
for a woman-thus joining the moderates 
and conservatives of the New Populist tel- 
evision mainstream. 

The current runs in the same negative 
direction. but deeper, on the question of 
race. Viewing tends to moderate some ex- 
tremely racist views, but it also under- 
mines the support for racial equality, es- 
peciaily among those who provide the bulk 
of such support: the liberals. 

Television also cuitivates reiativelv re- 
slr :t ve ail>lAaes aooi i  se~-re ale0 acli.. 
' es persopa r grlls ana free speecn 
ma,, , eners--espec a r oera s-are 
more likely than light viewers to oppose 
communism, homosexuality, abortion and 
legalizing marijuana. Thus, contraryto the 
charges of some critics. teievision is no 
liberal conspiracy. Our data show that. i f  
anything, its New Populism undermines 
liberal support forwomen, minorities, and 
political and personal freedoms. 

Bax: Less than 0.5 mg. "tar': 0.05 mg. nicolins; Soft Pack. Menthol and 100's Box: 
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The dangerous, crime-filled world that 
viewers see on television further com- 
pounds the paradox. The more theywatch, 
the more they tend to express a sense of 
apprehension and fear of being victim- 
ized. They want more protection, more 
money for fighting crime and drug abuse, 
more money for defense, and also a nu- 
clear freeze-but no more taxes. Among 
all political persuasions, heavy viewers 
hold these conflicting beliefs more than 
do light viewers in the same groups. That 
paradoxical mix cultivated by television is 
one reason the electorate is at odds within 
itself. as oolitical analvsts have noted. Can 
those oa'radoxes be'resolved? That de- . - - -  ? - - - .  - 

pends on wnerner those wno are nor well 
servea by the televls on ma nstream can 
make rhe r vo ces neard and find ways to 
equalize the flow of influence between tei- 
evision and the citizenry. What we need. 
perhaps most of all, is a prime-time tel- 
evision program alerting viewers to the 
hidden political messages behind the 
messages they know about. @ 

The Research Project 

This report presents highlights from an 
ongoing research project whose flnd- 
ings have been published in more ex- 
tensive form in scholarly journals. The 
research project, which has been con- 
ducted since 1967, is called Cultural 
Indicators and is conducted atThe An- 
nenberg School of Communications. 
University of Pennsylvania,. by a r a  
search team of social scientists that 
includes, besides Dr. Gerbner, Drs. 
Larry Gross. Nancy Signorielli and Mi- 
chael Morgan (now at the University of 
Massachusetts), and doctoral candi- 
date Stewart Hoover. Readers with se- 
rious scholarly and research interests 
should consult the researchers' arti- 
cles that have appeared in the Spring 
1982 issue of the Journal of Commu- 
nication and the Spring 1984 issue of 
Public Opinion Quarterly. 

Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 







1 TV homogenizes politics of viewers 
Liberal, consmative diffmences blurred, study shows 
By Jan Snyder 

Whether they claim to be liberal or 
conservative, Americans who watch a lot 
of television share similar political views 
on a'variety of issues ranging from taxa- 
tion to crime. 

, By creating a mainstream of political 
thought among heavy viewers, television 
has created a "New Populism," says Dr. 
George Gerbner, dean of the Annenberg 
School of Communications. 

According to Gerbner, television's 
heaviest viewers constitute a media-in- 
duced political mainstream. "In short, 
television is blurring traditional orienta- 
tions and shifting the way people define 
themselves politically," he said. 

This homogenized group of "New 
Populists," says Gerbner, often ex- 
presses opinions that are inconsistent 
and paradoxical. 

"New Populists think like conserva- 
tives, want like liberals and call tkom- 
selves moderates," he said. "They shun 
what they see as 'extremism' but demand 

harsherverdicts-although not the death 
penalty-in the most jail-happy criminal 
justice system in the civilized world. 
They hate revolts, except tax revolts. 
They want to cut taxes but improve edu- 
cation, medical care and social security. 
They distrust Big Government but want 
it to fix the economy, make the streets 
safe for their daughters and the world 
safe for democracy. 

"New Populists scorn 'the establish- 
, 

ment,"'Gerbner continued, "but doteon 
the rich and famous. They graciously 
permit women to work both inside and 
outside the home, and allow that minori- 
ties have made some progress, but re- 
sent and resist any loss of privilege. They 
praise freedom but fear anyone who 
uses it in an unconventional way. They 
are losing confidence in people who run 
virtually all institutions, including reli- 
gion, but express trust in God, America- 
and television." 

See Television, page 6. George Gerbner 



Television 
Contrnued from 0. I 

Responses to numerous surveys of 
men and women of various racial groups, 
economic status and education levels 
have confirmed television's ability to 
moderate the views of individuals who 
define themselves as liberal orconserva- 
tive. These heavv viewers, who watch 
more rnan f o ~ r  noLrs of  re e, s,on aa , 
are m y  !o snare !he same perceptions 
of the world Gerbner sa~d  "Reoardless 
of their race: genderor social-economic 
status, heavv viewers tend to think like 
each other" 

Research bv Gerbner and h ~ s  col- 
: leagues showed: 

-Heavy television viewing results in a 
more sexist outlook among whose 
who call themselves liberals 

-However, television's mainstream- 
ing eifect is also seen in a small 
groupof highly prejudiced individu- 
als who are less sexist as a result of 
heavy viewing 

-Heavy viewers representing both 
low- income and  h igh- income 
groups are more likely than light 
viewers to regard themselves as 
ordinary working people of "aver- 
age" income 

-Republicanswho watch a lot of tele- 
vision are more likely than light 
viewers to say they are moderate 
rather than conservative in view- 
point 

"Thedifference in Dolitical orientation 
between light and heavy viewers is most 
apparent among self-described liberals 
who are generally the most distant from 
the television mainstream," said Gerb- 
ner. "Farfrom beinga liberal conspiracy, 
television viewing signalsthe virtual col- 
lameof  the liberalstand on oolitical. but . ~~ 

not economic, issues." 
According to Gerbner. these research 

findings relate to the common needs of 
television producers, advertisers and 
political parties. Because each must 
appeal to the broadest possible au- 
dience, the creators of TV programs 
construct a symbolic world that appeals 
to a large arouo of Deoole with a wide - .  
range oisocial views'. ' 

"In each case." he said. "this shared 
need means shunning political (and 
most other) extremes, presenting con- 
ventional consumer values and $riving 
for a safe, respectable, middle-of-the- 
road balance in  most things. 

"Thus, television tends to blend oth- 
erwise divergent social orientations- 
and to modify political extremes-by 
pulling them into the current of its own 
broad mainstream." 

Courier discount 
The University now has an account 

with Purolator Courier. Deoartments ~- 

using this account will receive a dis- 
count on their Purolator shioments. The 

Atso. lne researcnersfodna lnat heavy 
wlewersaremore ,IKC~, man. gn! v ewers 

, . 
- ebortlon and legalizing rnaryiiana 

procedure for using this account is sim- 
ilar to use of the University's account 
with Federal Express. Fordetailscontact 
David Sherman or Roy Savell at ~8665. 





Impressionism as his own vocabulary of 
expression-the dots of Pointillism, 
Monet's bright, immediate daubs, the 
strokes of Cezanne. By August he writes 
that the Impressionists will find fault, 
"because instead of trying to reproduce 
exactly what I have before my eyes, I 
use color more arbitrarily, in order to 
express myself forcibly." So it was with 
drawing. Van Gogh could not have 
been Vincent through grisaille or silver- 
point, or the textural crayoned geome- 
tries of Seurat: he reinvented the reed ' 
pen, and the lines refer as much to him 
as to forces in nature-they are realized 
energies rather than outlines, emotive 
rather than depictive. "Could 1, in 
Paris, have done the drawing of the 
boats in an hour . . . just by letting my 
pen go?" 

It is very moving that after the break- 
down he wanted to return to the or- 
chards of his Arlesian virginity, a desire 
frustrated by his prolonged hospitaliza- 
tion. It is very moving as well that one 
of the final paintings is a view of Arles 
through blown trees, with a blasted 
trunk the color of an aged elephant as 
its main element, its broken, barren 
branches stuck hopelessly up into the 
surprisingly cheery sky. But the body of 
the show is the sequence of images, col- 
lectively as famous as any in the history 
of art, of the bedroom and of his chair, 
the night cafe, the Zouave, of the Arles- 
ian woman, stacked hay and sheaved 
wheat suffused with what he ruefully 
speaks of as "the high yellow note that I 
attained last summer," when he kept 
going, as he admits, by means of coffee, 
alcohol and no food to speak of at all. 

The show's terminal painting is the 
terrifying self-portrait with the bandaged 
ear, done early in January 1889. Since the 
lopped ear is the one art-historical fact 
everyone in our culture may be expected 
to know, everyone is obliged to work 
through the show with the foreknowl- 
edge of its occurrence: we stand toward 
the exhibition just as the audience to a 
tragedy does toward its enactment, 
knowing things the hero does not know, 
namely how it will inevitably end. What 
he was heading for is finally here, in the 
last room, on the last wall. Wearing a 

- fur hat painted perhaps symbolically 
. blue, the color of ice-the sojourn end- 
ed as it began in the gelid southern win- 
ter-Vincent stares into the pathetic 
mirror we saw in the study of his bed- 
room, his eyes slightly crossed, green as 
wine bottles: Wherever he is, he is cold, 
fdr he is wearing his heavy coat, and the 

yellow smoke from his emblematic pipe 
spirals upward, past the maroon band 
behind him, into the ocher space above, 
where i t  disappears in.the strokes of 
lemon yellow which press down like a 
steady rain of paint. 

There is a great temptation to see this 
painting as an exercise in color theory, 
with its pedagogic use of complementa- 
ries, ti kind of lesson in chromatic ne- 
cessity. It is also tempting to read it as 
an effort to demonstrate that he was in 
control again, "an unsentimental and 
composed self -appraisal, " as Ronald 
Pickvance writes in the superlative and 
indispensable catalogue. Indeed, at first 
glance it has the air of an advertisement 
for something that requires the image of 
a Dutchman a t .  peace-tobacco, per- 
haps, or beer, or cheese. But then one 
has to think of how much fury, how 
much'madness, was being kept at bay, 
of what moral energy it  required to hold 
that bandaged slash at an esthetic dis- 

tance-as so much white to codain the 
acute greens and yellows, just a curve to 
balance that of the black-blue 'edges of 
the hat. The title.could have been Ceci 
n 'est pas un feu. And i t  would have 
been false. The picture cannot be sepa- 
rated from the man: and the man was, 
lost. it is a mute scream. 

It is a relief to round that panel at last 
and enter the frantic sales place; where 
the visitor can turn in his tour guide and 
make his purchases from among thejig- 
saw puzzles and engagemekt calenhrs, 
the posters and reproductions and final- 
ly the postcards where the images some- 
how belong and where they are safe. 
Reproductions with an undeniable dec- 
orativity, they are actually quite gay. 
The painted reality on the.other hand is 
shattering, and it takes a particularly 
strong soul to think of walking through 
it twice. It makes one thin'k of the hor- 
rors of exact recurrence of which Nie- 
tzsche made s o  much. 

New Hope for Freud Sufferers., 
CAROL TAVRIS : 

THE NATURE,OF THE CHILD. By 
Jerome Kagan. Basic Books. 309 pp. 
$22.50. 

MOTHER CARE/OTHER CARE. By 
Sandra Scarr. Basic Books. 302 pp. 
$16.95. 

THOU SHALT NOT BE AWARE. By 
Alice Miller. Farrar, Sfraus L Giroux. 

' 331 pp. $15.95. 

hange, being an American 
value, is an American indus- 
try. Therapies, books, support 
groups and religious sects- 

everything from Alcoholics Anonymous 
to Zen-promise renewal: change your 
unfashionable looks, personality and 
style; change your persistent problems, 
grudges and griefs; change your ir- 
ritating spouse, house and habits. 
Among the cornucopia of solutions, 
however, are three distinct, competing 
philosophies. 

6 Adult change is parallel to child 
development. It proceeds in a -series 
of biologically programmed stages that 

5 

Carol Tavris, a ,  social. psychologiit,. t% 
the author: 'of Anger: The 'Misuader- 
-stood h o t i o n  (Simon and Schtcsferj 
Touchstone), ' . , 

direct the passages of adulthood; This 
school, originally led by Erik' Erikson 
with his.eight ages of man ("man'' being 
literal in -this case), has produced such 
popular books as. Daniel Levinson's 
Seasons of a l an's {again] Life, Gail ? 

Sheehy's Passoges and Roger Gould's 
Transformations. 

8 Adult change is difficult, but it can 
occur through intensive, introspective 
therapies. that liberate the "real self" '', 

and shuck..off the demands of mere ex- 
istence. This is the humanist/retigious 
school, which basically believes that 
change is possible if you want to 
change, or think about it enough, or 
have a religious conversion. Wayne , 

Dyer's repetitive pep talks and Billy 
Graham's endless preachments falI into 
this category, as do self-help. books in 
all their incarnations. Of course, when 
belief or conversion fails to deliver the 
promised change, readers conclude .it is 
their fault for not trying hard enough; , 

the .advice, ,they assume, is fine. 
$ Adults don't change. Personality: is - 

formed in childhood, and although 
thefapy \can'. he1.p you understand why 
you ,are; what y9.u are, you can't ever 
make rnajbr alierations, in the basic 
blueprint.. T'h$s; is the fundamental 
premise of '  the. psychoanalytic school, 
succ~ct iy  summarized in. t.he title of 
AliceJkiiUer's,highly papular first book, - .  
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Prisoners of Childhood. However, the 
age at which personality is supposedly 
fixed has been undergoing a sort of 
downward creep in recent years. First it 
was roughly age five, at the Oedipal 
crisis. Then it was three, and we began 
reading that the first three years of life 
were crucial to a child's development. 
Lately it's come down~to  age one, and 
some analysts are'arguing that nothing 
really matters after that, not even Har- 
vard or HUAC, the Pulitzer Prize or 
Ronald Reagan. 

The communiqtions researcher George 
Gerbner once noted that the distinctive 
feature of human beings is not language 
or toolmaking or, Lord knows, wis- 
dom. "Man," he said (speaking gener- 
ically), "is the only animal that tells 
stories-and lives by the stories he 
tells." Theories of change matter be- 
cause they affect private lives, social 
policy, advice to parents and the thera- 
peutic treatment of people who have 
been abused or otherwise victimized, at 
any age. 

And that is why it matters that all 
three most popular theories of change 
are, in their fundamental premises, 
wrong. The fields of child development 
and adult development are burgeoning 
with new data, much of it the results of 
decadeslong research. They are showing 
that the first three years of life have lit- 
tle predictive power,for late childhood, 
let aIone adulthood; that people can and 
do survive terrible early experiences; 
that parents do not create children in 
their own image, no matter how many 
toys and technologies they provide, be- 
cause children have something to say, 
about the kind of people they become. 
Some aspects of personality d o  remain 
consistent across the life4 span, but by 
and large adults are not prisoners of 
childhood. Adult change, however, 
depends on adult experiences, cir- 
cumstances and relationships. It does 
not occur because a programmed inter- 
nal clock goes off at ten-year'intervals 
or because an individual merely wishes 
to be different. It is caused by, and sus- 
tained by, an individuaf's social and 
material world. 

The consequences of this. research for 
the stories we tell about childhood, 
parent-child relations and the possibili- 
ty of change are revolutionary. Two 
books thatitell the new story brilliantly. 
are Jerome Kagan's The Nature of the 
child, seyek essays on the philoso@hy 
and psychoIogy of -child -developmeiit 
and its relation -to adulthood, and Sari- 

, . , , ,  . 
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Socialism in America 
A Conference to Mark the Centenary of Norman Thomas . , I 

November 8-1 0, 1984 
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J. 

A major conference on the history and legacy of,American 
socialism within the context of the broader American political . 
tradition. 

Papers and comments by Nick Salvatore, lwing Howe, 
Michael Harrington, MariJo Buhle, David Montgomery, 
Frances Fox Piven, Maurice Isserrnan, and trade unionists 
and social~st activisls of the 1930s and '40s. 

For more information, or to pre-register, write: Socintism in 
America. Departmentpf History, Princeton University; 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544. or call (609) 452-552714159. 

Sponsored by the New Jersey Commluee for the Humanities. the . 
Department of History and American Studies Program at Princeton 
University. Ihe Shelby Cullom Davis Cenler fw Historical Studim. and 
the Institute for Democratlc Socialism. 

YS TO ADVERTISE 
U THE NATION 

Call Carole Kraemer (212) 242-8400 

I "Another winner from the author of 
The Last Angry Man and Holocaust . ' ' 

-Publishers Weekly* I 
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dra Scarr's Mother Care/Other Care, 
- . ' a clearheaded, scientifically grounded 

analysis of the emotional and political 
issue of day care. (As an adherent of 
Calvin Trillin's Blurb-Disclosure Law, I 
will state that I have written a laudatory 
blurb for Scarr's book and do know 
and admire the author. Her work is still 
superb.) Both books, unusual in social 
science, are lucid and readable. Scarr's 
is actually i case in point of the larger 
issues raised by Kagan, and together 
they challenge some of the most cherished 
notions of the right (mother care is the 
sine qua non of child rearing; mothers 
kid better be there ever,/ second of a 
baby's first eighteen years; the family is 
the most formative influence) and of 
the left .(environhent is all, biology is 
nothing; abused, deprived children be- 
come abusive, deprived adults). 

In his first chapter, Kagan explores 
the themes of continuity and change; bi- 
ology and experience, not as antithetical 
constructs but as parts of a whole. An- 
thropologists have observed that West- 
erners hear music or conversations by 
listening to the notes or words. The 
Eastern way is to listen to the silences 
between the. sounds (the Japanese call 
thespaces between events ma). Similar- 
ly,. Westerners see development as a 
connected set of events and results, 
even when they must impose con- 
nectedness retrospectively, as psycho- 
analysis does. Kagan hears the ma in 
development. 

For the fact is that many infant quali- 
ties do riot last, and infant experiences 
do  not have a lifelong impact. Some are 
outgrown. Some are supplanted with 
maturation. Some are overturned by ex- 
perience; indeed, Kagan cites study 
after study to show the startling number 
of "deprived" children who outgrew 
their early-experiences -and went on to 
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lead healthy, contented lives. Kagan 
uses the metaphor of a marble rolling in 
a trough: because the marble rolls in a 
straight line, we cannot infer anything 
about the inherent property of marbles 
to roll in a straight line. Most people used 
to live in environmental troughs. Poor 
children grew up to ,be poor, middle- 
class children got into good schools, 
and voila! theories of the consistency 'of 
personality prevailed. In recent decades, 
the troughs have been breaking down 
and, correspondingly, so has evidence 
of the consistency of personality. The 
factors related to adult satisfaction, be- 
havior and emotional problems are -al- 
most invariably other adult experiences, 
not childhood ones. 

But neither Kagan nor Scarr con- 
cludes that children are infinitely mal- ' 
leable, either. Children bring two things 
to every experience that their parents 
and their environments cannot control: 
temperament and interpretation. It is 
not that parents make no difference, for 
of course they do; it is that what par- 
ents do has no predictable result. The 
reason, says Kagan, is that children im- 
pose meanings on experience; what 
matters is not what the- parent does, but 
,the intention the child imputes to the 
parent's action. "If it were otherwise," 
he argues, "we could not explain why 
the children of Puritan parents were not 
less well adapted than today's youth, or 
why the young adolescent boys of an 
isolated New Guinea tribe who perform 
ritual fellatio- on older boys regag 
themselves neither as sexually deviant 
nor as an oppressed minority." This 
idea represents a major departure from 
psychoanalysis, which assumes com- 
mon, indeed universal, meanings and 
interpretations of childhood experience. 
And it means that people are not 
prisoners of childhood unless they 
believe they are. 

All guilty parents should proceed di- 
rectly to Mother Care/Other Care, 
which untangles the knot of worries that 
many modern parents are led to feel, re- 
gardless of how they raise their chil- 
dren. Scarr gently ribs those who try to 
raise a "gourmet child, the intensely 
reared infant who is enticed or forced 
into learning funny symbols in the 
crib,." even as she deflates those who 
decry day care for failingto be As good 
as mother care or who fear the dire'ef- 
fects of maternal ,employment. , After 
; reviewing what research has shown. and 
not shown on these matters, Scarr con- 

cludes that most day-care situations, 
like most family situations, are good 
enough for children to develop normal- 
ly. Only extreme conditions of depriva- 
tion and abuse, in home or institution, 
wiil slow down a normal child's natural 
rate of maturation. 

That said, Scarr goes on to discuss 
realistic dilemmas for working mothers, 
and fathers; the nature of babies and 
toddlers (what they need and how much 
they can learn as they grow); and, final- 
ly, she includes an evaluation of modern 
day care in America with a checklist of 
what parents should look for in services 
and caretakers. Throughout, Scarr dis- 
sects the popular advice of "experts." 
You may remember the media's enchant- 
ment, for example, with "bonding," 
the mystical attachment between moth- 
er and infant, without which healthy 
baby development was thought to 
be doomed. "Does this mean," asks 
Scarr, "that you can't go to the bath- 
room alone, never mind to work, with- 
out destroying the baby's psyche? " She 
reassures the reader at once. No. 

Many psycho1ogists arid nonprofes- 
sionals fear and dislike the arguments 
set forth in these two books. If parents 
don't have a lifelong effect on their 
children, aren't their power and respon- 
sibility as parents diminished? If chil- 
dren are more flexible than we thought 
and can survive even disastrous child- 
hoods, doesn't this give cruel parents 
the license to be abusive? If children 
have different subjective responses to 
the same experience, based on their 
temperament and perceptions, why 
should we try to improve objective con- 
ditions? If childhood isn't the crucible 
of personality and opportunity, doesn't 
that give the Reagan Administration 
permission to kill even more services for 
children? 

Those are possible consequences of 
this view of human development, but 
my feeling is that cruel parents and 
governments already have as many ra- 
tionalizations as they need. There are 
also more heartening consequences. If 
change is possible throughout life, you 
don't have to "catch" a person at some 
critical age, and a child is not doomed by 
age 10. If parents are not omnipotent, 
perhaps they can relax and not be in- 
timidated by experts whose views seem 
to shift with the rids of the labor 
market. If one's interpretation of ex- 
perience is more important than the ex- 
perience, then therapies that dwell on 
the power of childhood traumg may in- 
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I N January of 1981, shortly before legal manner they please. I t  is plausi- gun owners and sportsmen was clearly 
his inauguration, Ronald Reagan ble to suppose that the wide readership evident in the final outcome of the 
made his first visit to a foreign of the nation's gun-and-hunting press November general election. I n  addi- 

leader since his election. From his voted solidly for him, including the tion to a landslide victory for Pres- 
home state of California he travelled readers of Pistolero, a magazine of ident-elect Ronald Reagan, the first 
to Ciudad Juhrez-just across the bor- idiosyncratic outlook that claims to be Presidential contender to receive an 
der from Texas-for a meeting with published "For Americans who be- N.R.A. endorsement in the orga- 
J o d  Lopez Portillo, the President of lieve that God, Guns & Guts Made nization's history, pro-gun candidates 
Mexico. According to one of Reagan's US Great!" T h e  President is himself, of both political parties were swept 
aides, the purpose of the visit was to of course, an admirer of guns, and into office in Senate and House races." 
"set a good tone for developing friend- though he's not a hunter, he favors the Reagan is, however, not the first 
ly relations;" and to help mark his practice of trophy hunting, or shoot- President to be associated with the 
entrance upon the international stage ing animals for sport. "Trophy hunt- N.R.A. or to be identified with the use 
Reagan took along a present for his ing," he told Field t3Stream magazine of guns. A number of Presidents were 
host-a Remington rifle. T h e  weapon in 1980-echoing a view that prevails former soldiers. Andrew Jackson has 
could have been meant to symbolize within the hunting community-"is a been called "the dean of duellists" and 
Reagan's sense of what the style of form of harvesting." He added, "I like America's "most violent President." 
his Presidency would be, and, since to shoot, and I have done my share of Abraham Lincoln was a decent marks- 
the presentation was photographed for varmint shooting on the ranch. I am man while growing up on the fron- 
the newspapers back home, it could not much of a hunter, but I believe I tier. Theodore Roosevelt, perhaps the 
also have been intended to reassure would enjoy it more if I were going greatest gun enthusiast to have lived in 
those voters who had elected him in to use the meat." T h e  powerful and the White House (Mark Hanna once 
the hope that he would provide the influential National Rifle Association referred to him as "that damned cow- 
nation with what they viewed as a counts him among its members, and boy"), was a member of the N.R.A., 
tougher and more decisive leadership takes credit for delivering a large and so were Taft,  Eisenhower, Ken- 
than Jimmy Carter's. Millions of number of the votes that elected him. nedy, and Nixon. What  distinguishes 
Americans had come to believe that He is the first candidate for President Reagan is that, as the first Presidential 
the United States needed a more the N.R.A. has ever endorsed. Reports candidate to have been endorsed by the 
"American" President than Carter- from Washington, an N.R.A. publi- N.R.A., he is the first occupant of the 
one who could better represent not cation, stated in November of 1980: White House to be formally linked to 
necessarily the trigger-happy but the "The political clout of the nation's the gun lobby's fight against most ef- 
trigger-ready side of the 
nation's character. And 
what better way was 
there to symbolize the 
beginning of an aggres- 
sive, no-nonsense Pres- 
idency than by the token 
of good relations-a 
kind of "peacemaker"- 
which the newly elected 
Chief Executive took 
with him to Mexico? 
Moreover, Reagan was 
widely admired within 
the nation's gun-owning 
community, and if he 
had not had its enthu- 
siastic support he might 
not have been elected as 
overwhelmingly as he 
was. T o  its members, he 
seemed more likely than 
any President in recent 
memory to represent and 
defend what they regard 
as their constitutional 
right "to keep and bear 
arms"-to own as many .... 
guns as they want and 
to use them in whatever ""6 
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the past two decades 
or s o  are probably the 
first generation in the 
country's history to have 
grown up amid such an 
epidemic of gun attacks 
on Presidents and other 
prominent national fig- 
ures-Robert Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King, 
TI.. Malcolm X .  Georae 
wallace, ~ l l a r d  LOG- 
enstein, and John Len- 
non. Shortly after the 
attempt on President 
Reagan's life, a reader 
wrote to Newsweek, "If 
you had told me in 1963 

L 
d- that in the next twenty 

years I would see one 
1- 

\ <  / 
President shot to death, 
one wounded and one 

0 -  twice threatened by gun- 
wielding assailants, one 
senator killed and one 

e . wounded and one gov- 
ernor wounded, I would 

forts to regulate the civilian ownership dent. Thirteen years later, Lee Harvey have said, 'You've got to be kidding! 
and use of firearms. Oswald shot and killed John Kennedy That's not the United States, it's a 

There's an irony of some interest in in Dallas. I n  September of 1975, shooting gallery.' " Whether or not 
all this. I n  almost no other part of the Lynette Fromme pointed a gun at the United States can be called a 
world are civilians as free to own and Gerald Ford in Sacramento, and later shooting gallery, it unquestionably 
use guns as they are in America. No that month Sara Jane Moore fired at accommodates the world's largest and 
major political office anywhere has lost him in San Francisco. And, most re- freest gun culture-one whose roots 
so many of its occupants to civilian cently, in March of 1981 John W. are deep in the nation's past. 
gunfire as the Presidency of the United Hinckley, Jr., shot and seriously "The United States is the only 
States; nor have other world lead- wounded Ronald Reagan in the na- modern industrial urban nation that 
ers been shot at as frequently by the tion's capital. persists in maintaining a gun culture," 
citizens of their own nation. I n  If President Reagan's inclusion in the historian Richard Hofstadter wrote 
1835, Richard Lawrence attempted to that series of events is more ironic in 1970. "It is the only industrial 
kill Andrew Jackson in Washing- than the others'-in view of his nation in which the possession of rifles, 
ton; luckily, his pistols misfired. I n  popularity with and support of the shotguns, and handguns is lawful- 
1865, John Wilkes Booth murdered pro-gun lobby-the fact doesn't seem ly prevalent among large numbers of 
Abraham Lincoln at Ford's Theatre, to have made much of an impression its population." I t  is estimated that 
in Washington. I n  1881, Charles on him. He has found no reason to there are now nearly two hundred mil- 
Guiteau shot James Garfield at a rail- change or soften his views on the ques- lion civilian-owned guns, of every 
road station in Washington, inflicting tion of gun ownership-to the great kind, in America, and that figure in- 
wounds from which the President did admiration of gunmakers and gun cludes some sixty million handguns. 
not recover. I n  1901, Leon Czolgosz users. "Shooters, generally-at least, I n  1980 alone, about two and a half 
assassinated William McKinley at an handgunners-are fortunate that we million handguns were made and sold 
exposition in Buffalo. I n  1912, John have the President we have," William in the United States, and about a quar- 
Schrank shot and wounded Theodore Ruger, the president of Sturm, Ruger, ter million more were assembled here 
Roosevelt during a campaign visit that one of the nation's larger gun-produc- from imported parts. I n  the late nine- 
the former President and then Bull ing firms, said in a gun publication teen-sixties, one new handgun was 
Moose candidate was making to Mil- some months after Hinckley's attack sold every twenty-four seconds. T o -  
waukee. I n  1933, Giuseppe Zangara on Reagan. A full-page tribute in Pis- day, demand has doubled: two are sold 
fired at  President-elect Frankl in  tolero applauded the President for re- every twenty-four seconds. 
Roosevelt in Miami, narrowly missing fusing to alter his pro-gun position. John Hinckley was not raised by a 
him. Instead, he hit Mayor Anton "Thank God for President Reagan, a gun-owning family, but some of the 
Cermak, of Chicago, who died from man who, even after being shot, real- views he came to hold and the ease 
his wounds a few weeks later. I n  1950, izes that more gun controls are not the with which he was able to acquire his 
two Puerto Rican nationalists almost solution to our crime problem," its firearms are typical of the nation's gun 
shot their way into Blair House, in text read. "Here's a man of guts, com- culture. Hinckley wanted to commit a 
Washington, intending to kill Harry mon sense and vision. May he live to "historical deed" with his gun in or- 
Truman, but were themselves gunned be 120!" der to win the affection of an actress 
down before they reached the Presi- Americans who came of age during -a frivolous reason compared with, 
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ments of dreams it cannot be cold." 
\Ye learn from 3 ~ e v i c t ~  of N h r r t  
gold ma^^'^ "Elvis" . . 
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:hat ;he re-created version of Earp's 
p.un "has an elexance that well be- 
speaks the style o r a  professional gam- 
bler and gunfighter." 

! T w o  years ago, the Bank of Find- 
lav. in central Illinois. mixing. the ca- 
sdai and the chic, offered depositors a 
pair of Colt handguns in lieu of inter- 
est. T h e  offer brought in a deluge of 
new deposits-surpassing, according 
to a news report in the New York 
Timer, one hank executive's "wildest 
dreams." A reason for the deluge, an- 
other executive explained, was that 
there weren't many liberals in Find- 
lay; people there still believe, along 
with Pistolera, that "God, guns, and 
guts" are what "made the U.S. what i t  
is today." Believing in these things, 
the people of Findlay must also know 
that robberies with guns helped to 
make the United States what it is. But, 
given the kind of place that Findlay is, 
the bank probably had no fear that the 
guns it was offering could one day be 
turned against its own tellers. Findlay, 
residents say, is "a quiet bedroom;" the 
kids are "excellent;" no one "gets 
rowdy in Findlay;" and the town "is 
as dry as you can get, except on New 
Year's Eve." T h e  Bank of Findlay 
wasn't the only, or even the first, bank 
to offer guns as interest on deposits. 
T h e  Citizens First Bank of Ocala, 
Florida, did so a few months earlier, 
and Robert Mock, the bank's executive 
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did ezld oistols.''he has called his eun / 
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territory then struggling fo; indepen- 
dence from Mexico but. simultane- 
ously, it was required to defend its 
settlers arrainst the attacks of hostile / I  For those who demand the best. I 
cornanchis. And the Texas Rangers 
-the chief military and police force 
of the territory-had found, much to 
their surprise, that the Indians were 
even more formidable adversaries than 
the Mexican soldiers. T h e  Rangers, 
astride the finest horses in Texas, and 
armed with the best long guns then 
available-Kentucky-type single-shot 
rifles-were still outfought by the In- 
dian warriors. Those Indians were su- 
perb cavalrymen-brilliant archers on 
horseback-and they had no fear of 
the white man's firearm. They knew 
that the Texans, after firing, almost 
always had to dismount in order to 
reload-for those single-shot guns 
had to be reloaded through their 
muzzles, and it was nearly impossible 
to re-stuff a muzzle on horseback. 
Basing their strategy on this fact, the 
Comanches would ride in only near 
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their arrows, and swiftly retreat-be- *Romeo 1s available in: Black, Brandy. Burgundy, Grey and Taupe. 
fore the surviving Texans were ready 1 

enough to draw the first round of 
single-shot fire; then, while the dis- 
mounted Texans were reloading, the 
Indians would pour down en masse, 
strike quickly and devastatingly with 
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the Rangers killed or wounde(1 about 
llall 01 all e~phty-man Comanche ior<-r. The G-eld Telenhone 1 . . . 
and put the-rest to flight. Colt's gun 
had shifted the odds decisively in favor 
of the Texas settlers. And the Indians, 
retreating before such a weapon as 
they had never confronted in the past: 
called it a "spirit gunn-magical in its 
ability to deliver so many bullets in 
succession. Other tribes later used the 
same term when, on the Great Plains, 
they encountered such formidable re- 
peating rifles as the Winchester. But it 
was the discovery and use by the 
Texas Rangers of Sam Colt's inven- 
tion which guaranteed its role in fu- 
ture dramas of American life. 

"Without your Pistols," Captain 
Samuel Walker, of the Rangers, wrote 
to Colt, "we would not have had the 
confidence to have undertaken such 
daring adventures." I n  appreciation of 
the territory that had proved the worth 
of his handgun, and in recognition of 
the town in New Jersey where he had 
built it, Colt named one of the first 
models of his revolver the Texas Pat- 
erson. But, as a fighting man, Captain 
Walker had found limitations in that 
model which its designer could not 
have known about. and in his letter of 
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in Texas. and remained so even after I 

praise to Colt he went on to suggest 
that certain changes would make 
Colt's revolvers even more effective 
instruments of warfare. "With im- 
provements," Walker wrote, "I think 
they can be rendered the most per- 
fect weapon in the World for light 
mounted troops. . . the only efficient 
troops that can be placed upon our 
extensive Frontier to keep the various 
warlike tribes of Indians & marauding 
Mexicans in subjection. T h e  people 
throughout Texas are anxious to pro- 
cure your pistols & 1 doubt not You 
would find sale for a large number at 
this time." T h e  suggested improve- 
ments included the addition of a trig- 
ger guard and a loading lever. Colt 
incorporated them into an advanced 
design of his gun, and about a thou- 
sand of the new weapons were later 
delivered to the Rangers. They per- 
formed as well as Walker had thought 
they would, helping the Rangers to 
complete their mastery over the Indi- 
ans and over those Mexicans who had 
continued to raid the territory even 
after its independence. 

With such a history of accomplish- 
ment, the Colt handgun became the 
favorite firearm of almost all gun users 
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"Small Town America," the writer 
Richard Lingeman describes these pio- 
neers in the cowtowns of the plains as 
"the correct Puritanical mix of piety 
and Yankee business sense." But there 
also came a horde of gamblers, swin- 
dlers, bank and train robbers, horse 
thieves, cattle thieves, and professional 
gunfighters. And these elements, many 
armed with Colt handguns, stirred 
most dangerously to life when the cat- 
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tle drives came in: when the banks 
were loaded with money; when cash 
was flowing from hand to hand; when 
the saloons and brothels and gambling 
joints were most lively; and when the 
cowboys-having just been paid, after 
their months on grasslands trails- 
were out kicking up their heels and 
letting off steam. 

Contrary to legend, few cowboys 
possessed the temperament of gun- 
fighters. T h e  trouble they caused in 
the cowtowns was mostly innocent 
trouble-the result of drunken cele- 
bration. Most of them came close to 
committing acts of violence only when 
lawmen tried to put an end to their 
spree. Some of them hated to think 
that the money they made from herd- 
ing cattle came chiefly from the East; 
others had fought with the Confeder- 
acy, and still resented the Yankees 
they had lost to-they weren't about 
to submit easily to lawmen whom they 
saw as transplanted citizens of a region 
that had defeated them in the Civil 
War. I n  the rough towns of the fron- 
tier the lawmen's real problems were 
the bandits and gunfighters who ter- 
rorized the life of the plains. O n  the 
roster of Western outlaws were Clay 
Allison, "swift as water" with his six- 
guns; John Wesley Hardin, said to 
have killed more than forty men in ten 
years; Billy the Kid, who in a short 
career disposed of around twenty; 
Frank and Jesse James, the princes of 
bank and train robbing; the Dalton 
gang; the Clanton brothers; the Youn- 
ger brothers; Belle Starr, "the Bandit 
Queen of the Indian Territory;" Bill 
Longley, with about thirty notches on 
his six-guns; and such other killers 
and marauders as Doc Holliday, A1 
Jennings, Butch Cassidy, and the 
Sundance Kid. These and many like 
them ruled the frontier underworld 
from the end of the Civil War  to 
the beginning of the new century- 
and mostly, though not exclusively, 
with Colt .45s. 

T h e  lawmen whose unenviable duty 
it was to maintain a degree of order on 
the frontier-marshals and sheriffs, 
like Bat Masterson, Bill Tilghman, 
T o m  Smith, Wild Bill Hickok, Ben 
Thompson, Pat Garrett, and Wyatt 
Earp-also relied heavily on their 
mastery of the big handgun. Master- 
son and Tilghman served, at different 
times, in Dodge City. Smith preceded 
Hickok as marshal of Abilene, where 
both men tried and failed to enforce 
mild gun-control ordinances. Garrett, 
a sheriff in New Mexico, ended the 
career of Billy the Kid. Thompson 
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once presided in Austin, Texas. Earp done with derringers, pepperboxes, 
served in Dodge City and, later, in and duelling pistols. Still, such shoot- 
Tombstone, Arizona. "Talk about the ings weren't then as common in 
rule of iron! W e  had it," the mayor of American life as they were later to 
Abilene said of Hickok's tenure there. become. And when one looks at the 
Hickok himself was later gunned widespread modern fascination with 
down during a card game. A num- handguns one can hardly help attrib- 
ber of these lawmen came out of dark uting much of it to the development of 
and lawless pasts-had been robbers the mass-production gun industry (es- 
and gamblers and killers before they pecially in the latter half of the nine- 
were hired to wear a badge. I n  fact, teenth century) and what the popular 
some owed their lawful employinent to media have done to glamorize the role 
town mayors who had heard of their of guns in the life of the frontier. 
exploits and reputations as feared gun- Popular entertainment, by its heroic 
men. So in the frontier towns, as in portrayals of gunfighters-whether 
much of urban America at a later they were respected lawmen or killers 
time, the handgun served both sides and bandits-has made the handgun 
of the law, worked both sides of the seem an even more attractive and desir- 
violent streets. I n  those early days, as able arbiter of civilian conflict than it 
in our own, the handgun was the already seemed. Of the Americans who 
main weapon of civilian murder and have been so influenced-who are still 
assault. enraptured by the gun legend of the 

Old West-a writer for the Wall Street 
IVILIAN gun vlolence d ~ d  not Journal said some years ago, "For c . .  : :  

beg~n wlth the lnventlon of the most, it's enough to get the experience 
Colt revolver, of course, or with the vicariously-by watching T V  or movie 
movement of cattle out of Texas. I n  heroes reassuringly gun down the bad 
Dickens' "Martin ChuzzlewitV- guys. But for some, the lure of the 
based partly on the novelist's first visit legend is great enough to cause them 
to America, in 1842-Chuzzlewit and to acquire peacemakers of their own." 
his "fellow-wanderer" Mark Tapley Even before the popular media he- 
are taken aback by the free and casual gan their work, Easterners who visited 
use of guns in the United States. I n  the frontier had been returning home 
the town of Eden-which was based with exciting reports of a new style of 
on Cairo, Illinois-the two English- life and a new kind of heroic Ameri- 
men make the acquaintance of Hanni- can that the rough Western experience 
ha1 Chollop, who, they discover, usu- was breeding. They misjudged much 
ally carries "a brace of revolving of what they saw, however. Walter 
pistols in his coat pocket," and who Prescott Webb has written, "The 
utters boasts like "It ain't long since I West appeared romantic to those who 
shot a man down with that, sir. . . . I were not of it-to the Easterner, who 
shot him down, sir, for asserting. . . saw the outward aspects of a strange 
that the ancient Athenians life without understanding 
went ahead of the present its meaning and deeper sig- 
Locofoco Ticket." When nificance." Whatever the 
Tapley later mentions the Easterner didn't under- 
" murderous little persua- stand, Webb went on, "was 
ders" that Chollop carries strange, romantic, spec- 
and is always ready to use, tacular." He didn't "ride 
one M r .  Pogram comes horses," didn't "wear a six- 
heatedly to the defense of his fellow- shooter," didn't "herd cattle or wear 
American. How strange and singular, boots or red handkerchiefs or spurs," 
Pogram exclaims, is "the settled oppo- and couldn't "quite see that a normal 
sition to our Institutions which per- person could do such things." So when 
vades the British mind." Chuzzlewit the Easterner saw the man of the West 
can scarcely believe what he has heard. he "was at once impressed with the 
"What an extraordinary people you feeling that he had found something 
are!" he replies. "Are pistols . . . and new in human beings." 
such things Institutions on which you I t  was Easterners-of whatever 
pride yourselves? Are bloody duels, breeding or background-who began 
brutal combats, savage assaults, shoot- writing what later became the cheap 
ing down, and stabbing in the streets, escapist fiction of Western life and a 
your Institutions?" staple of popular reading. And what 

Since Colt's gun wasn't yet in popu- some of those stories made of the cow- 
lar use, the shootings that Dickens boy-presenting him, for example, as 
heard and read about must have been an outlaw and a gunman-bore little 
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of gunfire. If all the gunmen weren't 
moral heroes, they were heroes of a 
different kind-exemplars of a distinc- " 
tive American stvle. A bad puv was 

resemblance to l l ~ c  rruth. Ilarr) Chris- 
man, an authority on r l ~ v  013  \Best, 
has explained tllat real con.bd!.s were 
"men who lived with their herds and 
knew no dther life;" they "smelled of 
cow and horse dung, and seldom 
harlted;" t l~cy "wure beards that easil!. 
hccame nests for lire, fleas, or orller 
vermin;" and "their underc.lotl~es were 
c l ~ m ~ g ~ l l  spring and win- 
ter, and were n.asl~c(l when orzasion 
permitted." O n c  would find "~lor l~ing 
rumanrir or glamoruus in rhc appear- 
nttce of an uld-time genuine :owhoy," 
Chrisman adds. T h e  old-time genuine 
cowhoy, OIIC gnrhcrs, would he aniusej 
hcyond words were Ile to return and 
see allnt stories snd movies h:n e matlc 
uf him. 

E a s r e r ~ ~ e r r  e r e  also prominent 
among thuse who invented t l ~ r  movie 
\Vestcrn. " T l ~ r  Great ' I ' r a i ~ ~  I b h -  
bery" (190.1), one oi t l ~ e  earliest df 

such movies, was s l~u t  in the East, in 
the New Jersey cuunrryside; and 1,:d- 
win S. h r t c r ,  n . h ~  wrotr and ilirc:tcd 
i t ,  was born and raised in Penttsylua- 
nia. 'l'his genrc ,IF film entertainment 
was as .4mericn~1 as haseb:~l!. Irs appcal 
flowed from fast actiun, swiit horses, 
the lnndscnprs and horizons uf t 1 1 ~  
\Vest (real or crsntr), the cl:~sl~ 3f 

~ o o t l  nt~tl evil, and t l ~ e  ionstallt flare, 
CP,,FiFr A Tn I S A  
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- 
Clementine" (1946j, "Rdd RiverE 
(1948), "The Gunfighter" (1950), 
"High Noon" ( l 9 5 2 ) ,  "Shane" 
(1953), "Gunfight at the O.K. Cor- 
ral" (1957), "Man of the West" 
(1958), and "Lonely Are the Brave" 
(1962). I t  was probably after the Sec- 
ond World W a r  that the Western 
truly came of age-at least in the sense 
that some of the best-made and most 
memorable Westerns appeared then. 
Life reported in 1956 that American 
films had gone "gun-happy," that 
Hollywood had recently turned out 
eight movies with "gun" in their 
titles, and that actors were "busy 
learning to shoot and be shot." T h e  
new films were milking the gun craze 
that the earlier ones had helped to 
foster, and the gun craze was sustain- 
ing itself on the nourishment of the 
ne% films. 

By then, Westerns were not the 
only movies featuring guns and vio- 
lence. "The earlv thirties," the film 

a a 
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historian Carlos Clarens writes, "were 
closer to the Wild West than to 
Watergate." He was referring to the 
spate of crime pictures Hollywood be- 
gan releasing at that time which took 
their themes from lurid aspects of the 
Roaring Twenties. Like the West- 

9 ! 
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KODEE I erns, they memorialized the status of for murder like "rub out," "ice," 
puns and vunmen in the nation's so- "off." "blow awav." and "terminate." n , , 

Dl lTc TUC Vrc I Fial life-onlv their weawns included w h e n  television beran its own in- 
I UlU I I  IL - 

submachine guns, and their gunmen fluential career, in the early fifties, it 
were modelled on the crooks and took up not only the new tough-guy 
gangsters of the Prohibition era. I n  the crime film but also that beloved old 
twenties, the big cities of the East and swa gerer the Western. According to 
Midwest became a second "West," a the f 982 Guns &? A m m o  Annual, "In 
second "frontiern-a transformation the early 1950s, with television gain- 
that was influenced to a degree, no ing a foothold in more than half of the 
doubt, by the national romance with American homes. . . the cowboy once 
gunslinging that Western movies and again rode into America's imagina- 
dime novels had helped to promulgate. tion, and in his holster he carried, as 
"Chicago was afflicted with did his real life counterpart 
such an epidemic of 'kill- in the last century, the .  . . 
ings as no civilized modern Colt sixgun. I n  the hands 
city had ever before seen," of new-found heroes, the 
Frederick Lewis Allen old Colt was once again 
wrote in "Only Yester- proving itself. Roy Rogers, 
day," a portrait of the era. Gene Autry, and John 
New York could not have Wayne became as closely 
been far behind Chicago. identified with the Colt as 
And many of the new did Masterson, Earp, and 
gangster movies were set Garrett of another era." 
in these two glittering towns-the And some of the most absorbing series 
Tombstone and Dodge City, perhaps, on television were shows like "Gun- 
of urban America. However heinous smoke," "Have Gun Will Travel," 
the Prohibition hoodlums and gunmen "The Rifleman," and "Wanted: Dead 
were in reality, there was often some- or Alive." "At every nightfall, twenty 
thing quite engaging about them when to thirty million American homes rock 
their life and deeds were flashed on the with the sound of sudden gunfire," 
screen-especially when they were The Nation reported in 1959. "The 
portrayed by actors like James Cagney, gunmen are merely T V  actors acting 
Humphrey Bogart, George Raft, Paul as i f .  . . they were living west of the 
Muni, and Edward G. Robinson. T h e  Mississippi in a brief period following 
gangster had become yet another star the year 1870." Certain consequences 
of the movie houses-another who were to be expected, and they oc- 
made gunplay and murder an exciting curred. According to a Life article 
form of entertainment. When they left ("Bang! U.S. Boys Bite the Dust"), 
the movies, grown men imitated the American children-"small fryw- 
accents and struck the poses of Bogart were to be seen "crumpling from 
and Robinson and Caguey. imaginary bullets, then rising again 

I t  would be foolish to claim that to whip gun from holster and fill the 
because of the orgies of killing they air with the bark of make-believe 
witnessed on the screen moviegoers shots." Credit for inspiring the chil- 
found killing itself to be attractive, but dren in their dramas of gunfire didn't 
not so foolish to say that many did find belong to movies and television alone. 
guns to be an attractive weapon. And I t  was shared by the nation's toy- 
killing with guns was often such a makers, who estimated in 1956 that 
commonplace of those movies-so ca- their sales of toy Euns for that year - 

sol[ through the morning and 
hours In Brandywlnek 

nautlcal-strl~e lounger 

o 1 9 8 4 ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ d ~ k ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  1 so easily adopted bloodless euphe&isms our own childhood, when we had 

- 
sual, even gratuitous, an incident- would exceed thirty million. And by 
that it cannot have been difficult for the early sixties-before a tempo- 
viewers to become desensitized to the rary sag, caused by uneasiness over 
true and awful nature of the act. Un- the war in Vietnam-tov-rrun sales 
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less it was the blowing of a kiss, noth- amounted to a hundred miilion dollars 
ing looked easier on the screen than a year. 
pulling a trigger that released an in- If gun movies and television shows 
visible and impersonal bullet. No hu- saturated the imagination of children 
man contact was necessary. There -as they had saturated the imagina- 
wasn't a neater or purer gesture. tion of their elders-it doesn't mean 
There wasn't a more abstract instru- that children always understood the 
ment of killing than the gun. I t  isn't violent meaning of their behavior 
surprising that American speech, bor- when they reenacted the shoot-outs 
rowing freely from the language of they had witnessed on the screen. Pau- 
zun movies and the crime culture, has line Kael has written of "the nayvet6 of 
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pose ;heir will upin others. Symbolic 1 
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can be found almost nowhere else in 
our culture." 

I T has been clear for generations 
now that Americans are more 

prone to violent confrontations with 
one another than are people in any 
other developed society, and that the 
issue is too often settled by someone's 
pulling the trigger of a handgun. Yet 
the death toll from those confronta- 
tions remains alarmingly high. Be- 
tween November of 1963 (when Presi- 
dent Kennedy was assassinated) and 
November of 1982, nearly four hun- 
dred and fifty thousand people were 
killed with guns-by murder, acci- 
dent, or suicide-and almost four and 
a half million more were wounded or 
were robbed at gunpoint. Between 
1963 and 1973, while the war in Viet- 
nam was taking 46,121 American 
lives, firearms in America were killing 
84,644 civilians. Statistics for the first 
few years of the eighties are just as 
impressive. I t  has been estimated that 
between fifty million sixty million 

handguns are owned by civilians, and, 
according to the United States Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, 
two million new ones are being bought 
every year. T h e  F.B.I.'s annual 
compilation "Crime in the United 
States" reveals that in 1983 there 
was one violent crime in America every 
twenty-six seconds, one aggravated as- 
sault every forty-nine seconds, and one 
murder every twenty-seven minutes 
-the majority of such murders be- 
ing committed with firearms. Of the 
18,673 murders committed in 1983 for 
which the weapon is known, forty- 
four per cent were committed with 
handguns, seven per cent with shot- 
guns, and four per cent with rifles; 
knives and other cutting instruments 
accounted for twenty-two per cent; 
other dangerous weapons-blunt in- 
struments, poison, explosives-ac- 
counted for thirteen per cent; and 
"personal" weapons (hands, fists, and 
feet) for seven per cent. I n  1983, a 
study published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine noted that pistols 

accounted for eighty-three per cent of 
all firearms used in suicide. "It is con- 
ceivable," the study said, "that the rise 
in the suicide rate might be controlled 
by restricting the sale of handguns." 

It's unlikely that these figures would 
be striking to leaders of the nation's 
pro-gun movement, who maintain that 
"guns don't kill people-people do." 
But the statistics suggest that firearms, 
by their very nature, make it far easier 
for people to kill than other weapons 
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do. I t  would appear, then, that if there 
weren't so many guns around, and if 
they weren't so easily available, there 
wouldn't be as many murders as there 
are. D. H. Lawrence once asserted 
that "the essential American soul is 
hard, isolate, stoic, and a killer." As 
long as the leaders of the pro-gun 
movement maintain that people are 
killed by people, and not by guns, then 
-faced with the fact that the annual 
murder rate in the United States ex- 
ceeds that of any other advanced soci- 
ety in the world-they can scarcely 
disagree with Lawrence's judgment 
that we are essentially a nation of 
killers. Other people might prefer to 
say that there are just too many guns 

rica, that America is much too 
ond of guns, and that Americans find 

far too easy to acquire and own 

o psychiatrists wrote in 1969, 
"If the United States had the same 
gun homicide rate as Japan, our 1966 
gun death toll would have been 32 

of 6,855; if our suicide rate by 
gun were the same, only 196 persons 
would have killed themselves with a 

tead of 10,407. Our homicide- 
rate is 35 times that of Ger- 
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"the freedom to carry has 
brought forth monsters" in the United 
States. Tha t  year, there were eight 
handgun murders in England and 
10,012 in the United States. 

Millions of the handguns now in 
America were acquired for self-protec- 
tion-which isn't hard to understand, 
for the crime rate is alarmingly high, 
and the fear of crime has never been 
greater than in recent years. "I've 
worked too hard for what I've got to 
let anybody take it away from me," a 
Maryland man told a writer for Balti- 
more Magazine in 1981, soon after 
going out and buying himself a hand- 
gun as protection against thieves who 
had been burglarizing the neighbor- 
hood. "I already went through the 
normal procedures of barring myself 
in my own house: I have a dog, I have 
all the preliminaries. I even thought of 
tear pas. And there's no uoint in mv 

0 
IN THE moving, somewhere else, it's every- 

w w i ~ n g  Ub where. And the police can't always be 
where they're needed. So I bought a 

lcure after acquiring guns to protect 

themselves. Yet a terrible irony of this 
precaution is that guns bought for pro- 
tection end up doing far more harm to 
the owners, their families, and their 
personal acquaintances than they do to 
intruders. According to the F.B.I., 
fifty-seven per cent of the murders 
committed in 1983 were "by relatives 
or persons acquainted with the vic- 
tims." I n  addition to such killings, a 
large number of deaths and injuries 
were caused by gun suicides and gun 
accidents. As Mark Twain once said, 
there's no more dangerous weapon in 
the house than an unloaded gun. 

I n  the Bronx, a four-year-old girl 
shoots and seriously wounds her two- 
year-old brother; she had believed the 
gun to be a toy. I n  New York's West- 
chester County, an actress shoots her- 
self in the abdomen while cleaning a 
handgun that had been acquired for 
self-protection. When, despondent 
over the coming divorce of his parents, 
a thirteen-year-old boy in Georgia 
puts a gun to his head, his mother 
begs him to take her life instead; he 
obliges, putting a bullet through her 
skull. During an argument that breaks 
out at a wedding party in Colorado, 
the mother of the bride fires a rifle at 
her husband, misses him, and hits and 
kills her new son-in-law. I n  Brooklyn, 
a sleeping three-year-old boy is killed 
by a bullet his father had aimed at his 
mother. Those aren't just incidents 
that can happen when there's a gun in 
the house. They  and hundreds of 
others actually occurred in 1982 and 
1983. There was this incident, in 
1981, reported by the Timer: 

Mr. [Lionel] Fredette had just come in 
from feeding the animals.. . . His middle 
daughter . .  . who did not like guns, was 
ironing a pair of jeans. . .preparing to  go 
out with her friend, Mary James.. . . Miss 
James. . .said something to the effect tlrat 
she didn't like guns.. . . M r .  Fredet t r  
stopped directly before h e r .  . . unholstered 
the gun, unchambered it, emptied a load of 
shells into his left hand, closed the hand an  
five-which he apparently thought were 
six-shells, snapped the chamber shut and 
pointed the six-inch barrel a t  the juncture 
of his nose and forehead.. . .He looked a t  
Miss James with his crisp blur eyes. "Do 
you think I would do this if it were 
loaded?" he asked. As the two young 
women watched, he pulled the trigger 
twice. T h e  gun made an  ailed clicking 
sound. He pulled i t  a third time, and the 
firing pin struck the waiting sixth shell, a 
soft-nosed bullet.. . . T h i s  bullet entered 
Mr. Fredette's head but did not exit. He 
died instantly. 

Few gun owners seem to be swayed 
by any such stories, however. After the 
Timer said in a 1982 editorial that "a 
gun in the home is virtually useless as 



a deterrent to crime" and that "more 
than 90 percent of break-ins occur 
while residents are away from home," 
a gun-owning reader, in a letter to the 
editor, denounced the paper's com- 
ments as "patronizing and elitist." 
"People are not that concerned about 
accidents and attacks by family mem- 
bers," the letter said. "The number 
one issue, rather, is the terror and fear 
of vicious criminal attack by unknown, 
depraved criminals." There's truth on 
both sides of that exchange, and it 
indicates why for some time to come 
there may be an impasse in the gun 

debate. O n  the side of the letter writer, 
there is indeed the terrible rate of 
crime and the justifiable fear of it. O n  
the side of the Timer, there are the 
statistics showing that the presence of 
guns in the home is counterproductive: 
that they're far more damaging to 
family members than to the criminals 
they're meant to stop; that burglars 
don't, as a rule, break and enter when 
they have reason to believe that some- 
one's at home; that when burglars 
do break into a home the loot, along 
with cash and jewelry, that they find 
most attractive is a handgun. I t  has 
been estimated that more than two 
hundred thousand handguns are stolen 
from private homes every year-swell- 
ing the considerable arsenal already in 
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goes directly for it when he breaks gun dealer that one is not a drug ad- 
into a gun store or a middle-class dict or a convicted felon. T h e  pawn- 
home-where it probably wasn't called broker who sold Hinckley his snub- 
a snubby but a mini-gun, a midget by later reported that the young man 
gun, a lady's gun, or a baby pistol. I t  met every requirement for buying a 
is mostly when a concealable handgun, firearm in Texas. "People are going 
expensive or cheap, falls into the hands to blame us for selling the gun that 
of hoodlums that it is referred to shot the President, but we have no way 
as a snubby. And it is the cheaper of knowing," he said. "We don't even 
kind-assembled here with parts im- remember him." 
ported from Germany, and costing Just as appalling is the number of 
fifty dollars or less-that is most teen-agers who, in the manner of 
prevalent in the streets. Because it Hinckley, have been turning to hand- 
costs so little and is widely guns for violence and kicks. 
used in certain urban black I n  1981, a CBS television 
neighborhoods-whereithas documentary reported from 
been known to take more Los Angeles on the hand- 
lives than illness and auto gun culture that has sprung 
accidents combined-the up among members of the 
cheap snubby is also called a teen-age generation. A po- 
ghetto gun. I t  is even more liceman there spoke, with 
commonly described as a some trepidation, about 
Saturday-night special, a " fourteen-year-olds carry- 
term that Robert Sherrill ex- ing .38 revolvers." A crimi- 
plains in his book of that title: "In nal-court judge spoke, with a mixture 
the late 1950s and early 1960s, when of astonishment and resignation, about 
mischievous residents of Detroit could kids who "carry guns to school like 
not get their hands on guns in their we used to carry cigarettes." These 
hometown, they would simply hop in youngsters-who steal their weapons 
their cars and tool down to Toledo, from homes and gun stores or buy 
Ohio, less than an hour away, where them in the streets-kill with little or 
guns were sold in candy stores, flower no provocation and with hardly a sign 
shops, filling stations, shoeshine stands, of remorse. "You're afraid to go to 
anywhere at all. Since a great many work,'' one woman testified. "You're 
of these purchases were made to sat- afraid to go to church. You're afraid 
isfy the passions of Saturday Night, to go to school. You're afraid to look 
Detroit lawmen began to refer to the at  somebody, because occasionally 
weapons as Saturday Night Specials." they'll tell you, 'I don't like the way 
By that name,. Sherrill goes on to you look at me.' " Ed Bradley, the 
say, "the language of Americana was CBS correspondent, was moved to de- 
enriched." So much so that inner- scribe them as "the most violent and 
city blacks, once the principal buyers disturbing generation that this country 
and users of Saturday-night specials, has ever spawned." 
have been joined over the past decade What  made them take so casually 
or so by the other races and ethnic and so violently to handguns? "Kids 
groups of America. "We used to find are growing cold," one adult resi- 
guns primarily in the poor neighbor- dent of Los Angeles told Bradley. 
hoods," a New York City policeman "They're growing older and colder. 
told a Times reporter in 1975. "Now They have no home raising, they have 
it's getting into the better neighbor- no love." T h e  criminal-court judge 
hoods." John Hinckley, the son of offered the opinion that such kids 
wealthy white parents, used a Satur- "have no stake whatsoever in society" 
day-night special in his attempt on -that "they think nothing's here for 
President Reagan's life. Mark Chap- me." But the teen-agers had explana- 
man used one to murder John Lennon. tions of their own. One said, "The 
And Arthur Bremer used one to crip- person with the gun got the best hand 
ple George Wallace. I n  several West- . . . calling the shots. . . . You can just 
ern and Southern states, almost anyone take your finger and pull the trigger, 
may enter a gun store and leave with a you ain't got to worry about the fellow 
snubby. I n  Texas, where Hinckley got no more. Bang, bang, bang! I got this 
his, buying a handgun takes only a fool. . . . You kind of happy." One 
little more time than buying a six-pack cited the example of the movies: "So 
of beer, and less time than buying a everybody gets a gun to figure, hey, I 
pair of boots: one has only to prove got the same equal rights as another 
that one is twenty-one or over, pro- man. . . . It's like a little Western. 
duce a driver's license, and assure the Let's go shoot 'em up. . . . Bam, bam, 



across Gate lines, and made it illegal 
for firearms to be sold to felons and 
fugitives from justice. Thirty years 
later, when the country was aroused by 
the rash of political assassinations be- 
ginning with that of John F. Ken- 
nedy, Congress passed the Gun  Con- 
trol Act of 1968. By then, the pro-gun 
lobby had become an organized force. 
Its influence was strong enough that a 
number of the provisions of the origi- 
nal bill were watered down in  the 
course of debate, when certain con- 
gressmen were intimidated by the gun 
lobby's threats. Even so, the G u n  
Control Act was the strongest measure 
that had yet been passed. Its major 
provisions included a ban on the im- 
portation of handguns and on their 
sale to minors, drug addicts, and con- 
victed felons. But the act would be 
only as effective as its loopholes-no 
secret to those legislators who had 
fought to put the loopholes in. For  
instance, a number of the pro-gun 
congressmen had assented to the clause 
banning the importation of handguns 
simply because they knew that it could 
be circumvented. T h e  gun dealers 
whose interests they represented knew 
that even better. Those dealers-com- 
plying "conscientiously" with the ban 
on handgun importation-almost im- 
mediately began importing handgun 

century monastery in Portugd for about $35 
or $40 a day. For two. Some of the best hotels in all 
of Lisbon are about $50 a day For two. 

You can fly to Portugal faster than to any 

You can stay at a viUa or a 1)alace or a 17th 2 

other country on the Continent. 
Just how inemens~ve is Portud? 
W h t  are the best places to s&? 
Let us give you all the details. Write: 

Portuguese National Tourist Office 
548 Filth Avenue. New York, N.Y. lOl136 

I 
I Name 

Address I I 
Clty State-ZIP- I 

NY-11-12 
I 
I 

p ~ t ~ 8 a l  The world's most beauhful bargain 
I 
I 



parts and assembling them in the that most Americans see a connection 
nited States. Most were assembled in between the availability of firearms 

and the rate of crimes involving guns, 
and that they want much stricter con- 

specials. So, despite the 1968 act, small trols on the circulation and possession 
arms have been as available as they of handguns. T h a t  constituency is not 
ever were, and civilian gun violence without i t s  support in disinterested . . 

quarters of scholarship, for several 
other social-science studies have indi- 

At a Presidential press conference in cated that fewer handguns in the soci- 
1983, a reporter asked, "You are ety would in all likelihood result in 
aware, I am sure, that the United fewer crimes where guns are used. So 
States has an utterly have statements by 
disgraceful number of many law-enforcement 

I wide dissemination of 1 _ 
guns in this country 

officers across the na- 
tion, and so have fed- 
eral statistics. T h e  
President ignored those 
statistics-if he knew - 
about them-when he 
spoke of there being no 

lLdifference in the crimes committed 
control law?" where there are those very strict laws 

President Reagan replied, "We get and where they are far looser in their 
back to the old argument again, and I laws." (Pro-gun statements about the 
have stated many times, you cannot find failure of "strict laws" are often based 
in the various states that have gun- on New York State's Sullivan Law, 
control laws that there is any propor- which is one of the oldest and strictest 

handgun statutes in the country, and 
which has been a oooular tareet for 

A .  - 
laws and where they are far looser in those who argue that gun laws don't 
their laws. . . . What we should be work. But that argument overlooks the 

fact that most alegal handguns in 
New York are purchased in states 

never mind whether you're going to try where there are looser gun laws, or 
to take guns away from good people, from residents of such states who 
the criminal is going to find a way to bring handguns into New York and 
have a gun. What  we did was say that sell them here.) T h e  President might 
anyone convicted of a crime, if he had a not have read the F.B.I.'s "Crime in 
gun in his possession at the time it was the United States" for 1981, which 

discloses the following: "When the  
add five to fifteen years to the prison number of murder v i c tb s  was relate& 
sentence and make the orison sentence to the reeional oooulations. the most 

populous~outhe;n'~tates &raged 13 
murders per 100,000 people. . . . T h e  
Western States [had] a murder rate of 
10 per 100,000. . . . T h e  Northeastern 

There's strong and respeccable sup- States experienced a . . . murder rate 
port for the President's views, and it [of] 8 per 100,000 population. T h e  
comes not only from within the com- North Central States had a rate of 7 

victims per 100,000 inhabitants." One 
point the F.B.I. report failed to make, 

ed quarters of scholarship. I n  a study since crime statistics are its main inter- 
of run use and availabilitv conducted est. is that the Northeastern states. 

early eighties, the sociologists with one of the lower murder rates per 
Wrieht and Peter Rossi, of the ca~i ta .  also have some of the tougher . . - 

gun laws in the country. Nor can it be 
concluded, from what the 1981 CBS 

i 1 strong causaiconnectionH between pri- documentary revealed about teen-axe 
gun violence in Los Angeles, that tLe 
t o u ~ h  orison sentences enacted during- - 0 L - 

1 dence that private weapotlry is an im- Reagan's tenure as governor of Cali- 
1 portant cause of, or a deterrent to, fornia are having the deterrent effect 
i violent criminality." they were intended to have. 
I O n  the other hand, polls continue to Since the early seventies, when it 1 show, as they have shown for decades, became clear that dealers were circum- 





Carson Blake, John Kenneth Gal- by the code name Zebra, who were 
braith, Leonard Bernstein, Julian then terrorizing the city. I t  was after 
Bond, Robert Drinan, James Farmer, his son's death that Shields took a 
Harvev Cox, Walter Fauntrov, and leave of absence from his iob at du 

I 
, . I I  orm man ~ e a ; .  Handgun Control, Inc., Pont and began helping o l t  a small 

seeks a limitation on the production and underfinLced groupin Washing- 
and circulation of handguns. T h e  Na- ton called the National Council to 
tional Coalition goes further, seeking Control Handguns. His son's murder, 
a near-total ban on the production and he has explained, "made me wonder if 
possession of handguns, whether cheap I could do something to stop this from 
or expensive, imported or domestically happening to somebody else's kid." In 
made. Beard told an interviewer in 1978, having retired from du Pont, he 
1981, "We remain convinced that became the chairman of the organiza- 
nothing short of an outright ban on tion, which became Handgun Control, 
civilian oossession of hand- Inc.. the follow in^ vear. and 
guns will ultimately be effec- 
tive in reducing handgun 
crime and saving lives. If you 
call a total ban extreme, then 
we're extremist." Therefore, 
while the National Coali- 

a, , 
has grown to be the largest 
organization of its kind in 
the country. Handgun Con- 
trol, Inc., now has what i t  
calls a "citizen army" of 
about a million suooorters. . , -- 

'1 stripe. 100%-cmdn 
oxford ~10th or 60140 ' ~ a o y  care". Lono deeves. 
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tion lobbies strongly against , about a hundred and seventy: 
McClure-Volkmer, it isn't five thousand of whom are 
as enthusiastic about Kennedy-Rodino members and contribute to its operat- 
as it would be if that bill were also ing budget (two million dollars in 
seeking a ban on the production and 1983). Its national-committee mem- 
possession of all handguns, not just the bers have included William Ruckels- 
cheap ones. T h e  cheap handgun re- haus, Edmund G. Brown, Sr., Rich- 
mains "an easy target for legislators," ard Hatcher, Kenneth Gibson, Martin 
Beard argues, "because the very name Luther King, Sr., and John Lindsay. 
conjures up an image of the proverbial Like the pro-gun movement, Hand- 
poor, inner-city youth or petty crimin- gun Control, Inc., together with its 
a1 buying one for fifty bucks on a street political-action committee, lobbies in 
corner." He maintains that "a larger Congress, aids sympathetic groups in 
problem is now posed by the high- local communities, and supports poli- 
quality $200 to $300 handgun pur- ticians who endorse its objectives and 
chased by the white, blue-collar home- opposes those who oppose them. An 
owner in the suburbs and stashed in a example of the last of these activi- 
dresser drawer for 'self-protection.' " ties is a mailing that it sent to New 

"Gun control has been a great lib- York voters in 1982, which read, in 
eral cause," a New York City gun buff part, "Why . . . is our new Senator, 
scoffed some time ago, going on to say Alfonse D'Amato, co-sponsoring a bill 
that liberals "are not for strict con- [McClure-Volkmer] to weaken our 
t r o  they are just not for any guns at national law? . . W h y  is Senator 
all." Neither partof his statement is D'Amato proposing that we begin 
strictly true. Though gun regulation erasing EVERY federal gun law on the 
has been a liberal cause. it has not been books? . . . Mr. D'Amato has no busi- 
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- 
have nothing liberal in their personal tion." Th i s  and similar letters about 
or political backgrounds. One such other politicians demonstrate how 
anomaly is Nelson (Pete) Shields, who much Handgun Control, Inc., has 
leads Handgun Control, Inc. Shields learned from its powerful N.R.A.-led 
was an executive at E. I. du Pont de opposition, which early perfected the 
Nemours before he joined the anti-gun use of direct mass mailing to mobilize 
movement. He had been a Republican formidable sumort for its cause. 

\ Zip O Slnd fras catalopva olcase I I , , 
--------------------, member of a gang of gunmen known groups in the nation's capital. Made 
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well. And he still has no objections to THE pro-gun lobby-a giant 
shotguns. He hates handguns, how- compared to Handgun Control, 
ever: in 1975, his son Nick was killed, 1nc.-is one of the largest, strongest, 
on a street in San Francisco, bv a and best-financed soecial-interest 



up of organizations on the right-the 
more prominent ones being the Second 
Amendment Foundation, the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms, and the National Rifle 
Association-it seeks to preserve for 
its adherents, and for other Americans 
as well, the right to own and use fire- 
arms. I t  regards all gun-control ad- 
vocates as "gun-grabbers"-as peo- 
ple whose true objective is not to regu- 
late the possession of firearms but to 
confiscate all guns. I t  spreads that be- 
lief among its grass-roots following, 
and scares members of Congress with 
its ability to organize that belief and 
translate it into a mass of pro-gun 
votes. 

Though polls show that the pro- 

147 
ment Foundation. (His status at the 
foundation is now in some dispute. 
Six staff members who were dismissed 
by Gottlieb are in turn seeking his 
removal for alleged financial irregu- 
larities.) T h e  Citizens Committee is 
the larger and more politically active 
of the two, and its advisory council 
includes well over a hundred United 
States senators and representatives-a 
sign of its influence in Congress. 
Though the Citizens Committee isn't 
the major force in the gun lobby, 
it's a formidable one. Since its found- 
ing in 1971, it has grown from nine 
thousand members to more than 
five hundred thousand. Each year, 
it spends more than a million dol- 
lars lobbying in Congress and state - - - - - 

gun groups represent a minority oiin- legislatures, and on numerous "action 
ion in the United States, their mem- projects"-all with the stated aim of 
bershiu far outnumbers that of the ureservinp "our RIGHT to keeu and 1 Jasmine 

address o n  the state of washington, Like Pe te  Shields, of Handgun 
though the Citizens Committee also Control, Inc., Harlon Carter, the head 
has lobbyists on Capitol Hill) and of the N.R.A., has had a life marked White Flower Farm 

- . 
anti-gun organizations, and they have bear arms." 
managed to exercise something resem- T h e  National Rifle Association, 
bling a veto over the desire that most thanks to the size of its membership, 
Americans have expressed for stronger the size of its treasury, and the power 
gun laws. This  may be because the of its clout in Congress, is the undis- 
opponents of gun control are better puted champion of the pro-gun lobby. 
organized-and perhaps more orga- I t  has a membership of about three 
nizable-than the proponents. It may million, and in 1983 its treasury fi- 
also be that they are seldom critical of nanced a budget of fifty-two million 
their leadership, and do not hesitate at dollars, compared with two million 
election time to put their votes where dollars spent that year by the much 
their gun convictions are. Many gun- smaller Handgun Control, Inc. A 
control advocates, on the 1983 issue of the N . R . A . ~ ~  
other hand, even those who Repr t s  from washington 
are organized, do not, as a said, q - h e  ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ a l  ~ i f l ~  
rule, vote solely on the is- Association spent more 
sue of guns-they won't money communicating 
work to elect or defeat a with members 
candidate just because of during the 1981-82 elec- 
his position on firearms. So tion year than did any 
while they continue to hope o the r  o rgan i za t i on  i n  
for stronger gun laws, they America, according to fig- 
help to frustrate their own ures released . . . by the 
hopes by maintaining an ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ l  ~ l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  commis- 
admirable civic attitude: by sion, ~h~ F.E.C. examina- 
continuing to act on the 
principle that a candidate's 

' ' ' show the N'R'A' 
spent $803,656 on litera- 

stand on a range of na- y- ture and types of in- 
tional and international formation designed to ac- 
issues provides a fairer test of his quaint . . . members with the policies 
credentials for office than whether he's of various candidates in the federal 
likely to support or oppose gun-control election races. . . . One group not 
measures. listed in the report was Handgun Con- 

T h e  Second Amendment Founda- trol, Inc.. . . But H.C.I.'s PAC gave 
tion and the Citizens Committee for more than $50,000 directly to candi- 
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms are dates with pro-gun-control sentiments, 
sister organizations. They share an accordine to F.E.C. documents." 

some of the same officers; for instance, by the tragedy of gunfire. Carter took P i a n t s m e n  
Alan Gottlieb, the founder and chair- over the N.R.A. leadership decades 
man of the Citizens Committee, is also after he was convicted of shooting and 
the president of the Second Amend- killing a Mexican-American in Tex-  
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SituatedonthebanksoftheKentucky River 
is a 19th Century irondad building known 
as "Warehouse H". There, in charred oak 
barrels, we age our finest whiskey from 

which we select our best, our "sugar bar, 
relsw, Ventilated by the soft, moist river 

breeze, a true sour mash Bourbon Whiskey 
of extraordinary quality develops. 

We have chosen to carry no age statement 

for Blanton's as it allows us to individually 
select barrels at precisely the time they reach 
their peak maturity. 

In  addition, we bottle Blanton's at 93 Proof 
because our Master Distiller has found that 
this proof brings out this whiskey's finest 
characteristics. Our two room bottling 
house was originally a railroad station on 
what was known as the Bourbon Line. 
Here, each barrel is dumped and filtered. 
Then each bottle is filled in$ corked by 
hand. Each label is handmarked with the 
dump date, rick and registry numbers. 

We think you'll agree that this sour mash 
Bourbon Whiskey is of a body, bouquet and 
character unequalled by any other. 

Blanton's is truly rare, expensive and avail 
ablein limited quantities at select stores. For 
the one nearest you, call 1-800.223.5951. 
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as, his native state. T h e  incident oc- 
curred in 1931, when Carter and the 
victim were teen-agers, and it  gained SWAN FOUNTAIN 
no wide attention until 1981, when- An imposing 3-tier fountain that 

puts a swan lake in your garden, 
Carter having become a luminary of with the coal refreshing sound of 

the pro-gun movement-the Laredo cascading water. Compiete with 
its own re-circulating pump. 

Tims dug up the story from its files 
and reprinted it. According to that Constr~cted of lead and 

report, Carter was convicted of mur- heavy cast aluminum. 

der and sentenced to three years in jail, 
but his conviction was overturned 
when the state Court of Appeals ruled 
that some witnesses were untrustwor- 
thy, and the charges against him were 
later dropped. I n  1982, while the 
N.R.A. was holding its annual meet- 
ing in Philadelphia, the Philadelphia 
inquirer also ran the old story of the 
shooting incident. But if it was news 
to the assembly of N.R.A. members it 
did nothing to alter the high esteem in 
which they held their leader. Nor did . it moderate Carter's militant rhetoric 
on behalf of the right to own and use 
guns. "We can reasonably and right- 
fully . . . aspire to a time when few 
politicians, mindful of their futures, 
will oppose us," he told the group. 
"Don't trust the politician who won't 
trust you with a gun." 

If one of the original members of 
the N.R.A. had risen to make such 
statements at a meeting, he might have 
been asked to take and his 
views to a Inore 

tion. T h e  N.R.A. was anything but a 
un lobby when it came into being, in 

787 1. For decades after its founding- 
in N~~ york main and al- 
most sole purpose was the teaching of 
long-range to the Post- 

war generation of riflemen' In 
the early years of this century, having 
moved its headquarters to Washing- 
ton, D.C., it became an organization 
for hunters, farmers, ranchers, sports 
shooters, and gun collectors, 2nd a 
sponsor of rifle clubs and target-shoot- 
ing contests around the nation. Th i s  
essentially sporting and practical group 
of gun fanciers became politicized, and 
radically so, during the sixties, when 
political assassinations and race riots 
and the proliferation of crimes in- 
volving guns reawoke public anxiety 
over the destructiveness of firearms in 
American life. T h a t  anxiety was one 
of the main forces behind the passage 
of the 1968 Gun Control Act, and the 
act's passage hastened the transforma- 
tion of,the N.R.A. into a militant ad- 
vocate and defender of gun-owning 
rights. 

Since then, the N.R.A. has led the 
fight against 'lmost attempts to 
pass stricter gun laws. I n  the 1980 
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campaign, it not only took the unprec- 
edented steps of endorsing a candidate 
for President and claiming credit for 
many of the votes that put him in the 
White House but also, through its Po- 
litical Victory Fund, spent more' than 
a million dollars to help elect other 
pro-gun candidates. T h e  conservative 
landslide to which N.R.A. contributed 
strengthened its position not only in 
the White House but in Congress as 
well. Drawing inspiration and justifi- 
cation from the Second Amendment to 
the Constitution, it views as sacrosanct 
the civilian right to own and use guns. 
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Further, it sees the exercise of-that 
right as a potential defense against any 
repressive Or authoritarian govern- 
ment that might one day arise in the 
United States. Tha t  is the point the 
N.R.A. was making in full-page 
newspaper ads it  ran after LeGh 
Walesa and the Solidarity movement 
had been crushed. "The actions of the 
Polish Government in suspending ba- 
sic riahts and liberties of its citizens 
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furor over ' G n  control' has nothing to 
do with guns. I t  is a threat to my 
country and the democratic principles 
I believe in." 

Gun-control advocates, for their 
part, wonder why the pro-gun lobby- 
ists resist so strenuously almost every 
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including digital and hand~held. Avail 
handguns. Why, since able sclfct deal 2rx2-ur.;;r-. 

Ammo, the writer Bill Clede main- 
tains, "Pro-gunners are in favor of 
gun control. They want mandatory 
sentences for those using firearms in 
crime. They want to eliminate g lea 
bargaining of gun charges against 
criminals. They do not favor proposed 
laws that harass the honest citizen 
while having no effect on crime. 
. . . So, if the anti-gunners win, we 
'the people' have no right to peaceably 
assemble, maintain personal security, 
retain rights not delegated [to] the 
federal government, or to keep and 
bear arms.. . . As far as 1 am con- 
cerned, the greatest threat of all this 
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ing to regulate long guns, does the direct from us. 
pro-gun lobby oppose the slightest re- Write for our free cata- 
striction on the production and use of 1%. Maximum.lnc., 
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crimes involving guns in the United 
States? In 1981. the Most Reverend 

derly are the chief victims of crime and 
cannot necessarily afford expensive 
handguns for self-defense, and since 
inner-city police protection is so poor, 
many citizens must rely on self-protec- 
tion." 

James Hickey, the Archbishop of 
Washington, D.C., was denounced by n house gnest 
the Citizens Committee for the Right in Bucks County, 
to Keep and Bear Arms as a member 
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society." What could have been so when a in warm there i. awimmiog, fiahioe, and 

reprehensible about the Archbishop's 
wish? One answer may be found in 
something that Alan Gottlieb has said 
against the movement to ban cheap 
handguns: "One compelling argument 
against such a ban has been brought 
forward by Ernest van den Haag. He 
reasons that both the Door and the el- 
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NOTHER question is raised by A the stand that the pro-gun lobby 
has taken on the subject of armor- 
piercing bullets. They are also known 
as "c6p-killer bullets," since they 
can penetrate bullet-resistant vests, 
which are worn mainly by the police. 
Eight types of armor-piercing bullets 
have been identified-five imported 
and three manufactured in this coun- 
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- bullets, because if they were outlawed only 
certain law enforcement officers would 
have them. I believe the police would give 
them up campletely if this would eliminate 
unauthorized use. .  . . 

There is one happy note: DuPont . . . 
has taken the courageous stand that it will 
not sell Teflon to bullet manufacturers 
who intend to  make "killer" bullets. Thc 
company is to be congratulated for the 
highest level of corporate responsibility in 
resisting the pressure of the manufacturers 
and the N.R.A. 

I t  is not onlv in Conpress and in the ~~ -~ D 

big cities that'the N.R.A. has fought 

to keep armor-piercing bullets in cir- 
culation. As  Stephan Burke, a council- 
man for the town of ~ ~ ~ ~ k h ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  in 

uffolk County, New York, can tes- 
tlfv. the N.R.A. has f o u ~ h t  in small I n 

communities as well. Burke, the father The Seraph 
of a policeman in New York City, had P.O. Box SOON 
occasion, in 1982, to reflect on the 11 " Main Street 

11 problem of armor-piercing bullets, his I Sturbridge, MA 01566 

son having said that it worried him to 
think he could still be shot dead despite 
the "safety blanket," or bulletproof 
vest, that he wore. After considering 
the matter for some time, the older 
Burke-though he was powerless to 
protect his son in New York City- 
beran thinkinv of what he could do to n 

protect policemen in Brookhaven. He Fabrics . unusual upholstered eurniture 
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ban the possession and sale of armor- 
piercing bullets, and in a talk with the 
town supervisor he suggested that his 
proposed law was unlikely to provoke 
much opposition. T h e  supervisor 
agreed, saying that she could imagine 
no one objecting to such a law. "Who 
would be for bullets that can pierce 
armor and kill cops?" she asked. 
"Well, nobody that I know of," 
Councilman Burke said. But there 
were people in the community he 
hadn't thought of. T h e  day before 
public hearings began, he received a 
letter from the N.R.A. objecting to the 
proposed law and asserting that the 
N.R.A. would fight it to the bitter 
end. It wasn't an empty threat. A flood 
of letters and telephone calls began 
coming in, and N.R.A. adherents 
turned out in large and vociferous 
numbers when the public hearings 
opened. One of them got up and 
shouted at the town legislators, "You 
call yourselves Americans, voting for 
this? You ought to be ashamed of 
yourself, whoever brought this damn 
law up. It's a real shame, Americans! 
You want to restrict our rights!" 
When a local policeman gained the 
floor, he said, "Our police officers in 
Suffolk County and indeed through- 
out the country must be assured that 
our law-abiding citizens are in their 
corner. W e  are human beings. W e  are 
not machines. W e  cry when we're 
hurt. W e  bleed when we're cut. 
And we die when we're shot." Burke's 
bill was eventually enacted, over the 
not-quite-dead body 'of the N.R.A. 
Fighting to the bitter end, as it had 
promised, the N.R.A. opposition then 
took its case to the Suffolk County 
Legislature, which passed a less re- 
strictive law. This  law permitted the 
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continued sale of armor-piercing bul- 
lets in the county and provided that 
possession of such bullets would be 
punishable only if they were used in 
the commission of a crime-that is, 
only if they were used to injure or 
to kill. T h e  reasoning was char- 
acteristic of the gun lobby's inter- 
pretation of the right to keep and 
use firearms: the penalty for using 
those bullets was what mattered- 
not whether they were available, or 
whether lives could be saved by pro- 
scribing their sale. Of a similar case in 
Virginia, in 1982, where N.R.A. pres- 
sure had kept armor-piercing bullets 
from being outlawed, the Arlington 
Journal said, "Frankly, we're tired of 
the N.R.A.'s knee-jerk opposition to 
reasonable proposals. W e  can't help 
but believe that the organization's 
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osition to outlawing a weapon 
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its decisions, particularly in  the campaign 
against gun control. But the stand the 
N.R.A. is taking in the name of its many 
millions of members to  allow the praduc- 
rion and sale of ammunition that has na 
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banned the manufacture, importation, 
and criminal use-but not the sale-of 
armor-piercing bullets. He was then 
able, in June of 1984, to write reassur- 
ingly to his congressional colleagues 
that the revised bill would not infringe 
upon "the rights of sportsmen and 
other legitimate gun users;" that it had 
been developed jointly by the Trea- 
sury and Justice Departments; that 
it was supported by the law-enforce- 
ment community; and that "even the 
N.R.A. has informed the Admin- 
istration they will not oppose it." 
However, when the ban of the sale of 
the bullets was subsequently restored, 
the N.R.A. withdrew its support. So 
unless one side or the other alters its 
position, the prospect for passage re- . . 
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that it claims ~~~~i~~~~ have been 
granted by the Constitution. During 
the hearings in Brookhaven, an N.R.A. 
member said, "When you open a 
loo~hole  with a law like this. vou're 
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the Second Amendment, which states, 
EXCLUSIVE REPLICAS OF "A well regulated Militia, being 

CLASSICAL necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear 

SCULPTURE Arms, shall not be infringed." I t  is the 
FROM MAJOR principal clause of the Second Amend- 

ment that the pro-gun lobby lives by. 
Its words adorn the letterhead of the 
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Keep and Bear Arms and are inscribed 
in stone on the building that the 
N.R.A. owns and occupies in Wash- 
ington. T h e  gun-control movement, 
disagreeing with the pro-gun lobby's 
interpretation of that clause, has pre- 
ferred to look at the full wording of 
the amendment. So has the Supreme 
Court, which ruled in 1939 (and has 
since declined to reconsider the mat- 
ter) that the Second Amendment ap- 
plies to the maintenance of a well- 
regulated militia, and not to any in- 
dividual's right to keep and bear arms. 
Federal courts have abided by that 
ruling, and the American Bar Asso- 
ciation has stated that the Second 
Amendment and similar provisions in 
state constitutions "have never pre- 
vented regulation of firearms." 

Such opinions have failed to impress 
or influence the pro-gun leadership. I t  
has continued to ignore or play down 
the Second Amendment's reference to 
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a militia, or, by niceties of historical 
interpretation, has sought to under- 
mine it. I n  1982, the Senate Subcom- 
mittee on the Constitution-chaired 
by Orrin G. Hatch, who is on the 
advisory council of the Citizens Com- 
mittee for the Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms-claimed to have found enough 
evidence in Colonial writings, in the 
debates over the ratification of the 
Constitution and the adoption of the 
Bill of Rights, as well as in modern 
testimony to justify an "individual" 
rather than a strictly "militia" reading 
of the Second Amendment. "What the 
Subcommittee . . . uncovered," Senator 
Hatch said, in a preface to his subcom- 
mittee's report, "was clear-and long- 
lost-proof that the second amend- 
ment to our Constitution was intended 
as an individual right of the American 
citizen to keep and carry arms in a 
peaceful manner, for protection of 
himself, his family, and his freedoms." 
Naturally, such a finding was pro- 
foundly reassuring to leaders of the 
pro-gun lobby. I t  quickened their hope 
that the Supreme Court might one day 
-perhaps soon-reverse itself on the 
Second Amendment, as it has done on 
a number of other constitutional ques- 
tions. 

F T E R  the conservative landslide A of 1980 had boosted the gun ad- 
vocates> power on Capitol Hill and in 

the White House, prospects for new 
gun-control legislation seemed bleaker 
than ever. If most Americans still 
wanted stricter gun laws, it looked as 
though they would have to pass those 
laws themselves, at the state and local 
levels. I t  probably looked that way to 
the people of Morton Grove, a small 
town in Illinois, for in June of 1981 
Morton Grove banned the sale and 
private possession of handguns within 
the town limits. 

Tha t  initiative-probably the tough- 
est and most uncompromising gun 
prohibition that had yet been passed in 
America-couldn't have come from a 
less likely community. Though Mor- 
ton Grove is only sixteen miles from 
downtown Chicago, it is a quiet resi- 
dential suburb. Its population is twen- 
ty-four thousand, and it has just a few 
commercial streets, the rest being lined 
mostly with single-family houses. Gun 
crimes were not unknown in the com- 
munity, but they were never much of a 
problem, and certainly were never 
prevalent among its citizens. Neil 
Cashman was the senior trustee of 
Morton Grove, and, with white hair 
and a sober, avuncular manner, he 
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looked the part. A ban like Morton 
Grove's "had to start somewhere," 
Cashman later told a Life reporter. 
"Why not here?" But it wasn't to set 
an example for the rest of the country 
that he introduced the proposal that 
became law. He was simply trying to 
prevent Morton Grove-and especial- 
ly its younger citizens-from develop- 
ing too great a feeling for handguns. 
One resident had applied for permis- 
sion to open a gun store, on a site not 
far from the town's junior high school. 
'‘We didn't want the kids looking 
in the window, dreaming of guns," 
Cashman said. "We wanted to stop 
that store." Since there were no legal 
grounds on which permission could be 
denied-no federal or state 'law, no 
local zoning statute-the trustees could 
stop the store only by outlawing the 
sale of handguns in their town; and on 
June 8, 1981, they passed two ordi- 
nances: one prohibiting the sale of 
handguns and the other banning pri- 
vate possession of handguns within the 
town limits. T h e  trustees-realizing, 
perhaps, the national import of their 
action-then took two further steps. 
They voted to make copies of their 
ordinances available to any govern- 
mental body in the nation that re- 
quested them, and also passed this res- 
olution: "That all other municipali- 
ties, counties and states in the United 
States and the U.S. Congress legislate 
against the manufacture, importation, 
sale and private possession of hand- 
guns, except for use by law enforce- 
ment and security personnel, military 
and sportsmen's clubs." 

Morton Grove's ordinances, re- 
ported prominently in the press and on 
television, stirred a national response 
-not all of it, of course, favor- 
able. Among the letters that poured in- 
to the offices of the trustees from 
across America were some addressed 
to "Moron Grove" or "Morton 
Graveu-and what their writers 
thought of the town's anti-gun law 
was couched in terms like "Nazi," 
"Communistic," "vile," and "filthy." 
T h e  letters commending Morton 
Grove for its action included some 
from towns and localities that wished 
to use the ordinances as a model 
for gun-control legislation of their 
own. And within months stricter 
gun measures-some adhering to the 
letter of Morton Grove's, others 
merely reflecting its spirit-were 
proposed in Chicago, San Francisco, 
Detroit, and East St. Louis, Illinois, 
and in several other municipalities. 

When the N.R.A. got wind of 
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Cashman's proposal, a few weeks be- 
fore it was debated and passed, the 
organization swung into action, initi- 
ating its usual avalanche of letters and 
phone calls. I t  was too late. Minds in 
Morton Grove-the majority, anyway 
-were already made up. Defeated by 
this fait accompli, an experience to 
which they were unaccustomed, the 
national pro-gun leaders sought to 
overturn the Morton Grove ordinance 
banning the possession of handguns by 
challenging its constitutionality in the 
federal and state courts. But judicial 
opinion was firmly against them. I n  
December of 1981, the United States 
District Court for the Northern Dis- 
trict of Illinois ruled that the Morton 
Grove ordinance did not violate either 
the federal Constitution or the consti- 
tution of the State of Illinois. I n  Jan- 
uary of 1982, the circuit court of Cook 
County held that Morton Grove's 
ordinance infringed upon no guaran- 
tees of the Illinois constitution. I n  
December of that year, the United 
States Court of Appeals in Chicago 
upheld the ruling made by the district 
court in 1981. And in March of 1983 
the Court of Appeals again ruled in 
favor of the ordinance. This  last rul- 
ing was a severe blow to the pro-gun 
lobby, because it had now exhausted its 
appeals at the federal level below the 
Supreme Court. But the pro-gun 
movement vowed to take its fight all 
the way-for, according to one of its 
spokesmen, the movement regarded 
the Morton Grove law as "the most 
dangerous attack ever staged against 
the right to keep and bear arms." 0;- 
viously, that right hadn't appealed 
very strongly to the trustees and citi- 
zens of Morton Grove. They seem to 
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seeking to weaken the Gun Control 
Act of 1968. San Francisco's ban on 
the possession of handguns, which 
followed Morton Grove's (and the 
murder of Mayor George Moscone 
and Harvey Milk, a city supervisor), 
was overturned by California's Court 
of Aooeal. And. in direct rebuttal 
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Point Blank, the newsletter of the Cit- 
izens Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms, praised the Kennesaw 
ordinance, calling it "a solid counter 
to the Morton Grove handgun ban," 
and added, "The fight goes on around 
the country." And so it did. "KEN- 
NESAW-TYPE GUN LAW SPREADING 
LIKE WILDFIRE," declared a headline 
in the newspaper Gun Week in July of 
1982. "Such laws have now been 
passed in Kennesaw, Franklintown, 
Pa., Hollister, Mo., Chiloquin, Ore., 
and Palmer, Ill.," the. accompanying 
story pointed out. "They are being 
considered in a number of towns, in- 
cluding Oroville, Calif., Bliss, Idaho, 
and Taylorville, Ill." And a number 
of other localities have since proposed 
or adopted gun codes similar to Ken- 
nesaw's. T h e  news was a clear sign 
that the N.R.A. and its allies had 
recovered from the shock of Morton 
Grove. 

I N September of 1983, Michael 
Korda, a novelist and publishing- 
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standing up for their rights to the 
extreme. They're talking about all 
sorts of issues that are very intense 
in American life-including, I need 
hardly say, racism-and all of which 
boil down to guns and gun control. 
T h e  guns themselves have never 
struck me as being very interesting or, 
in real American terms, very con- 
troversial. T h e  truth of the matter is 
that when people talk about gun con- 
trol they're really talking about other 
things. Conservatives are talking about 
constitutional rights. Rural people are 
talking about looking after themselves. 
Big-city people are talking about what 
are seen as person-to-person crimes 
-seen by white people as being in- 
flicted on them largely by blacks, and 
seen by black people as being inflicted 
largely on blacks by blacks. And city 
people, if they're liberal, are also 
thinking about a certain turning away 
from old American values, which are 
basically and predominantly rural." 

Korda went on to say, "What ap- 
plies to a city like New York does not, 

house editor in New York, wrote an it seems to me, apply as easily to a state 
article for the N.R.A.'s Reports from like Montana. What  applies to Mon- 
Washington in which he agreed with tana does not apply as easily to a state 
some of the N.R.A.'s positions on gun like Texas or Mississippi. And local 
control. T h e  association also ran custom, local tradition, local law en- 
Korda's article, under the heading forcement vary so much that it is 
"Guns Are Not the Problem," as an really very hard to talk about a na- 
advertisement in a number of maga- tional gun policy-which I think ev- 
zines, including T h e  New Republic- erybody in the federal government 
presumably because Korda's cre- does more or less badly. There is no 
dentials are those of an urban intellec- reason to suppose that a national gun 
tual, because urban in- 
tellectuals are generally 
seen to be liberal, and t ional  anything-else  
because liberals are gen- . . 
erally deemed to be in 
favor of gun control. As 
it happens, Korda is a 

' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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gun collector, a target have-which is tha t  
shoote r ,  a n d  a l i f e  gun laws are left large- 
member of the N.R.A., ly to local communi- 
but most readers, un- ties-doesn't in some 
aware of all this, were ways make the most 
surprised to see his pro- sense. And while I'm 
gun statement. not in favor of the deci- 

Some time before the s ion  of t he  Mor ton  
article appeared, Korda, Grove people it seems to 
in a conversation at his office, spelled me that within whatever the constitu- 
out his views. "When people talk tional limits turn out to be-it may 
about runs. what are thev reallv talk- well be that the Constitution does not 
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ing about?" he asked. "'?hey'& talk- give a community the right to mandate 
ing about a certain American penchant or to demand that it give up its guns 
for violence. They're talking about the entirely-if Morton Grove is silly, 
conflict between the old, rural view of Kennesaw is sillier. T h e  decision as to 
American life and the modern, urban whether a person wants to arm himself 
view of American life. They're talk- or herself seems to me a very personal 
ing about liberal and conservative atti- one, like a lot of other things. I don't 
tudes toward self-defense and crime. think it should be managed by the 
They're talking about crime and about state. I don't think it should be pre- 



vented by the state. I think there's a things are going to get even worse. 
case to be made that, given the type of T o  address the real social issues is to 
environment, the political traditions, see that we are not educating black 
and so forth, of various areas, it can be children fast enough, and that even if 
regulated by the state, just as the state we did educate them we are not pro- 
regulates cars." viding jobs or incentives for them, and 

After a pause, Korda continued, that we are not rebuilding their neigh- 
"One of the problems I have, as a borhoods and that we have allowed 
logical person, is that gun-control the drug thing to become so rooted 
laws as such don't seem to do what in their lives that it is an ineradicable 
gun-control advocates think they will part of urban life." 
do. They don't diminish homicides, 
reduce crime, or cut down the number N November of 1982, a referendum I of deaths. T h e  reason for that is that called Proposition 15, which was 
those deaths and crimes have abso- meant to limit the number of privately 
lutely nothing to do with gun-control held handguns, was put before the 
laws. They have to do with poverty, voters of California. I t  required all 
urban environment, density of popula- owners to register their weapons, and 
tion, address, and so forth. . . . W e  sought a jail term of six mouths for 
don't have a gun problem in the anyone found carrying an unregistered 
United States. W e  have a problem of and concealable handgun. California, 
violence, a problem of law enforce- with more than four million privately 
ment, and a problem that we are abso- held handguns, was a fitting stage for 
lutely unwilling to address or solve- what-after Morton Grove and Ken- 
and that problem is not guns but youth nesaw-was billed as a decisive show- 
unemployment, poverty, and so forth. down in the national gun-control war. 
. . . I feel very strongly that the crux And, with so much at stake, both 
of the problem lies in the fact that we the pro-gun lobby and the anti-gun 
have come to accept the criminal use of movement threw themselves energeti- 
guns as natural and normal. I think it cally into the Proposition 15 campaign. 
is outrageous that a guy who uses a An N.R.A. spokesman called Proposi- 
gun in a crime should be able to plea- tion 15 "the most serious threat to 
bargain that down to a misdemeanor. I firearms that has ever come down the 
think if you commit a crime with a road." And Pete Shields, of Handgun 
gun you ought to go up for ten years. Control, Inc., said of the proposition, 
And if you shoot or kill somebody "If it succeeds in California, I predict 
with a gun you should get at least a it wi l l . .  .sweep across the country. 
life sentence. And while I myself am If it fails, the invincibility of the gun 
not convinced that capital punishment lobby will be touted again." 
is a good idea or a moral idea-or, Leading the fight for the proposi- 
indeed, that it works- tion was a group called 
it may well be that it's Californians Against 
worth a try, if only to street c r ime ,  which 
see whether i t  might had obtained more than 
work under some con- six hundred thousand 
ditions. T h e  thing is signatures to place the 

proposition on the state that liberals-and I'm 
not a totally illiberal ballot; and playing sup- 
person, and I should p o r t i v e  r o l e s  w e r e  
make it reasonably clear Handgun Control, Inc., 
that I'm not a right- the National Coalition 
wing conservative-tend to come to Ban Handguns, and hundreds of 
down in favor of gun control because, prominent Californians, a number of 
I think, gun control avoids certain them from Hollywood. Though these 
very uncomfortable issues. One is the organizations and individuals con- 
ethnic issue, which is that the fear of tributed about two million dollars to 
crime is of black crime against white the proposition's campaign chest, the 
people, whereas the reality of crime, sum was considerably smaller than the 
though nobody wants to admit it, is, if more than seven and a half million 
you look at the statistics, that it's that the opposition raised and spent. 
mostly black crime against black peo- Organized as a coalition called Citi- 
ple. And this is for the very good zens Against the Gun Initiative, the 
reason that black people cannot get opposition included Gun Owners of 
jobs, they cannot get an education, California, the California Rifle and 
they have no future, and under the pres- Pistol Association, the Second Amend- 
ent Administration they can see that ment Foundation, the Citizens Com- 
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mittee for the Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms, and the National Rifle Asso- 
ciation. Tha t  aggregation also drew 
iis :hare of support from HoIIywood 
celebrities, one of whom, Roy Rogers, 
declared in the course of the cam- 
paign, ''They'll have to shoot me first 
to take my gun." 

I n  that shoot-out, it was Proposi- 
tion 15 that was killed: Californians 
rejected it on November 2nd by nearly 
two to one. Having crushed its oppo- 
nents, the pro-gun lobby naturally de- 
clared that the vote in California was a 
vote for and about America, a vindica- 
tion of the lobby's crusade to preserve 
for all Americans the right to own and 
use whatever guns they ,"hose, On the 

same day that Californians went to the 
polls, residents of New Hampshire and 
Nevada voted overwhelmingly to add 
to their state constitutions explicit pro- 

tweezers, scissors, nail file, and a 
visions recognizing their right to keep 
and bear arms. "In crucial votes in 
three states," Alan Gottlieb said of the 
day's events, "Americans made it very 
plain that they will brook no interfer- 
ence with their right to keep and bear 
arms.'' He went on, "These votes 
clearly show that the anti-gun forces 
have been misrepresenting their polls 
and statistics for years. Where is their 
much-proclaimed maiority of Ameri- 
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. . 
cans i n  favor of gun control? If they're 
out there, they certainly don't vote. 
. . . Why don't they listen to the will 
of the majority and just leave every- 
body alone?" According to the Timer, 
John M. Snyder, the chief lobbyist for 
the Citizens Committee for the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms, was sending 
out a Christmas card for 1982 that made in Italy of soft vinyl with a baby powder 

scent. Specify boy or girl. 18': pink or "showed Santa Claus with a sack full 
of pistols marked <n,forton G ~ ~ ~ ~ ; '  >' 
the Tinzes explained, "Santa was an- 

nouncing his departure for California, 
a state that had just defeated a gun- 
control proposition." 

T h e  gun-control forces had been 

N~~~ Of your choice and a 

humiliated by their defeat in Califor- 
nia. Victor Palmieri, a San Francisco 
executive, who had chaired the cam- 
paign for Proposition 15, confessed to 
a feeling of embarrassment, and de- 
scribed the failure as a sort of Bay of 
Pigs. John Phillips, a Los Angeles 
lawyer, who had drafted the proposi- 
tion and directed the campaign to ob- 
tain its passage, said, "The N.R.A. is 
going to make a lot of noise about this 
over the next few years. I'm sad about 
that." Alan Gottlieb appeared to be 
right about at least one thing: if it was 
true that, as the polls had been saying 
for years, a majority of Americans 
favored gun control, then "they cer- 



THE NEW YORKER 
tainly don't vote." And, considering 
the recent mood and makeup of Con- 
gress, that is a dismal omen for the 
future of federal gun-control legisla- 
tion in the United States. I n  assessing 
the cause of his movement's defeat in 
California, Pete Shields didn't attrib- 
Ute it to the voting habits of people 
who express themselves in favor of 
gun control but do not act upon their 
wishes in the polling booths; appar- 
ently, he either overlooked that factor 
or was tacitly acknowledging a dis- 
pleasing circumstance. Instead, he 
suggested that the gun-control forces 
had been overpowered by the superior 
financial muscle of the opposition. 
Whether the four-to-one disparity in 
resources will be narrowed in the near 
future seems doubtful. Shields did 
not surrender his optimism, however. 
When he was asked if his movement 
would fight another day, he replied, 
"You're damn right we will, but not 
before we have the money in hand." 
(Ti l l  that day arrives, the movement 
for gun control might take grim notice 
of what John Hinckley has been 
quoted as saying from his place of in- 
carceration: "If somebody like me can 
buy six Saturday-night specials with 
ease, there is something drastically 
wrong. I'm considering giving my 
support to the National Coalition to 
Ban Handguns.") 

T h e  gun-control movement might 
draw a measure of comfort from what 
the Supreme Court eventually decided 
about the case of Morton Grove. 
"March 7, 1983, will live in infamy," 
the N.R.A.'s Warren Cassidy had said 
when he learned of the second ruling 
of the United States Court of Appeals 
in "It was a of darkness 
for the people of Morton Grove, for 
they have been robbed of a precious 
right by citizens of 
country since the adoption of the Bill 
of Rights and the abolition of slavery. 
I t  was a day of darkness for the courts 
of this country. . . .  And, perhaps most 
of all, it was a day of darkness for our 
United States Constitution as well. 

No nation which fancies itself as ... 
having a government of laws, and not 
of men, can endure such deliberate 
suppression of the rights of the majori- 
ty in order to satisfy the orchestrated 
clamor of a minority of political ex- 
tremists. After agonizing deliberation, 
it now appears that the National Rifle 
Association, as the organization which 
has always championed the right of 
law-abiding citizens to own and use 
firearms, must seek to have this out- 
rageous decision overturned by the 
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United States Supreme Court." At the 
end of May, the N.R.A. filed a peti- 
tion before the Supreme Court asking 
the Court-according to Reports from 
Washington-to consider "whether 
the lower federal courts should have 
abstained from ruling on the Morton 
Grove case . . . and whether the Sec- 
ond and Fourteenth Amendments to 
the U.S. Constitution effectively pro- 
hibit state and local governments from 
enacting gun bans." T h e  Supreme 
Court remained silent on the matter, 
however. I n  October of 1983, it in 
effect dismissed the N.R.A. petition, 
by declining to rule on the Court of 
Appeals opinion. This  was one of 
the few serious setbacks the gun lobby 
had suffered in recent years. From one 
of the most conservative courts in de- 

the 4s USA) includes UPS delivery and an cades the lobby had hoped for a his- 
toric opinion, upholding once and for 

its own interpretation of the Second 
Amendment. point Blank complained 

you). Positive gear drive for yearsol silent 
that the Supreme Court, by its refus- 
al to hear the case, was "ducking the 
issue of gun control." And the maga- 

~own/city state - zip- zine continued, "Its action under- 
( I Enclosed a gill card signed: scores the fact that the people no long- 

er can rely on the courts to protect 
244 E. Main st, E~ISW them in the maintenance of their 

rights. T h e  people have to do that 
themselves, hopefully through their 
elected representatives in Congress. 
T h a t  is why pro-gun legislation 
now pending before Congress is so 
important, indeed, necessary." 

THE most important piece of pro- 
gun legislation was, of course, 

the McClure-Volkmer bill, which the 
President had promised to sign if it 
should be passed. But as the pro-gun 
lobby regrouped to continue its strug- 
gle against handgun control it could 
take encouragement not only from 

the President's promise to sign the 
McClure-Volkmer bill but also from 
the memory of an address he had 
delivered to the hundred-and-twelfth 
annual meeting of the N.R.A., in 
May, 1983. T o  a gathering of some 
four thousand members and sup- 
porters, in Phoenix, Arizona, Pres- 
ident Reagan said, "It does my spirit 
good to be with people who never lose 
faith in America, who never stop 
believing in her future, and who never 
back down one inch from defend- 
ing the constitutional freedoms that 
are every American's birthright." He 
went on to say, "Being a part of this 
group, you know that good organiza- AND HE3 ~~~~~~ 
tions don't just happen. They take root 

AJERRY KRAVAT ENTERTAINMENT 

in a body of shared beliefs. They grow 
from strong leadership with vision, 
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initiative, and determination to reach 
great goals. And what you've accom- 
plished speaks for itself-more than 
two and a half million members, and 
the N.R.A.'s getting stronger every 
day." T h e  President cited the defeat 
of Proposition 15 as proof of the 
N.R.A.'s growing strength. Then  he 
said, "It is a nasty truth, but those 
who seek to inflict harm are not fazed 
by gun-control laws. I happen to know 
this from personal experience." He 
went on, "By the way, the Constitu- 
tion does not say that government 
shall decree the right to keep and bear 
arms. T h e  Constitution says '. . . the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms shall not be infringed.' " T h e  
President added that "no group does 
more" than the N.R.A. "to promote 
gun safety and respect for the laws of 
this land," and he thanked the organi- 
zation. "Still," he said, "we've both 
heard the charge that supporting gun 
owners' rights encourages a violent, 
shoot-'em-up society. But just a min- 
ute. Don't they understand that most 
violent crimes are not committed by 
decent, law-abiding citizens? They're 
committed bv career criminals. Guns 

up, the hard-core criminals up, and 1 

- 

- 
monitored by metal detectors. A sign 
posted near the entrance said, "Due to 
Presidential security reasons: No guns, 
knives, or tear gas will be allowed 
in the assembly hall." Perhaps it was 
odd that an organization of legal gun 
owners-and one so fond of President 
Reagan-should have found it neces- 
sary to issue such instructions to its 
membership. A resident of Suffield, 
Connecticut ut it this way, in a letter 

''"I to the Timer: note that metal detec- 

thowing away the key is the best gun- 
control law we could ever have." 

Before the President spoke, people 
enterine the hall had been closelv 
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stating that he does not believe in eun 

tors were used to screen the President's 
audience in phoenix and that, natu- 
rany, no weapons of any type were 
allowed. Here we see at work essential 
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control." -JERYIS ANDERSON 
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1. T o  be sure, the new Miss Anrerica 
might not qualify for a centerfold in The 
New Yorker. A practicing Mormon, she 
prays daily and is a churchgoer. Golda 
Meir was among her role models. She 
doesn't gamble, or believe in marijuana or 
premarital sex.-Newsday. 
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Available from Ink, inc. 17 White Street, NY, NY 10013. $25. the set. 

Please s e n d b o x e d  sets of The DECK, at $25. each plus $2. 
shipping and handling pei set. New York residents add appropri- 

tax. Check or money order. 

State Zip- 
Mail to: INK, INC. 17 White Street, New York, NY 10013 





"USA TODAY hopes to 
serve as  a forum for better 
understanding and unlty to 
help make the USA truly 
one nat~on." 
-Allen H. Neuharth 

Chairman and Founder 
Sept. 15,1982 

The Debate: 
V16LENGE OM TV 

Today's debate includes our opinion that the way to re- 
duce violence in television is to encourage voluntary re. 
straints, not new laws'to regulate programs, an opposing 
view from Illinois, other views from Maryland, Pennsylva- 
nia and New York, and voices from across the USA. 

Laws are no way 
to curb TV violence 

The A-Team is on television tonight, bringing its mix of 
militaristic mayhem into millions of living rooms. 

Everywhere a viewer looks, on everv channel, there is 
violence. On Hill Street Blues l&t week, a judge sprayed his 
courtmom with a machine gun. 

Mike Hammer is about a ~rivate eve who eniovs revenge 
- with a large caliber handgun. ~ n d  the receiniTV moGe 
Rumirig Bed showed family violence in gruesome detail. 

The National Coalition on Television Violence has 
charged that there is more primetime TV violence on the 
air this fall than ever. It claims nearly twc-thirds of all 
 rimet time ~ r o m m s  are violent. 

That's probaay m e .  But the coalition also counrsaq '.vie 
lent" a TV show in which Donald Duck spanked his neph- 
ews. That's a sillv Dractice that hur& its credibilitv. 

For 20 years -risearchers have been studying TV vie 
ience. They still lack hard evidence that fantasy violence 1 
causes real violence. There is anecdotal evidence. howev- 1 
er. that life imitates aR. 

After Burning Bed was broadcasr, a Milwaukee man was 
I 

charged with senine his estraneed wife afire. The Russian 
~ o u l k t e  scene in thi movie ~ e z r  Hunter led some to mim- 
ic it - and die. 

Television sets are on an average of sevep hours a day. 
Children who watch thousands of violent scenes may not 
understand the real pain of violence. They may become 
more tolerant of terror. 

Some believe violence on television is so harmful they 
want Congress to write new laws to try to counter it. 

That would be a mistake. It could lead to a government 
censor who would choose what we, the people, are free to 
see. It would be an Orwellian nightmare, where bureau- 
crats decided what was violent and what was not. 

Fortunately, every TV comes equipped with its own cen- 
sor built W t  in - the ontoff switch. 

It is the kponsibility ofsensible citizens and caring par- 
ents to use that switch lo determine for themselves how 
much televised violence they will tolerate in (heir homes. 

TV broadcasters - the-networks and producers - 
should remember that Congress is always eager to jump on 
issues that will let it IWDOnd to the mood of the momenr. 

If enough people are upset by violence on television, and 
if the networks continue to do little or nothing about it. Con- 
wes may write new laws to control i t  

When programs include 30 or 40 violent acts an hour - I 

If they don't, they will invite restrictive regulation that no 



Guest columnist 

Violence by prsxgi is for us 
LUTHERVILLE, Md. - If pent-up desires by screaming Edgar Berman is a n  author 

those nervous Neliies who for Christian blood in the coli- and satirist. 
want to suppress sex and v i e  seums. 
lence on TV had lived 400 But with our biiess today, Sesame Street and Donald 
years ago, Macbeth and Ham- our only salvation is through Duck must go. Hawaiian Heat 
let would have never made the the mass media. Watching The would be more like it. 
stage. They don't realize that A-Team break bones and split However, those do-gooders 
violence by proxy is man's last, skulls vicariously slakes our also can't see Ule need for 
best hope to relieve his natural thirst for real blood. more sex on the tube. But how 
lust for gore and mayhem. The nightly news tries to else can we replenish our pop  

Actually, if we don't soon get help with battle scenes of the ulation loss from the yearly 
more of Riptide and Hill Street blue plate war of the day - crime increase? The solution 
Blues, life on the streets won't and replays of the world wars lies in more explicit TV sex 
be worth a plugged nickel. when things get dull. But even rather than just the innuendos 

We were born red in tooth so, the prime time of death and of incest and adultery on D y  
and nail, and if we don't get our destruction wasn't enough. So nasty and the soaps. Pornogra- 
quota of blood and Ruts via we invented a 24-hour cable phy and XXX-rated movies 
football ,  hockey a n d  The TV service for trauma. have helped, but only stuff like 
Dukes of Hazzard, we'll surely However, for the psychology Deep Throat can do the trick. 
get it on the streets: of ersatz violence to really take However, I'm sure our clean 

In ancient times, we tem- effect, we must begin a Head- livers will knock off this plan of 
pered our instincts for the real start program for the kiddies. survival. Worse yet, it'll be a 
thing with sellout crowds at  With the tots' natural instinct to great blow to the average TV 
crucifixions. As we became tear off butterfly wings and fan's dream of a n  age of nefar- 
more civilized. we loosened mrrote k i t t ~ n ~  mild n t ~ ~ f f  l i t -  ;--7- 



GEOWGEGERBMER 
Guest columnist 

distoa world, 
makes many fearful 

PHILADELPHIA - The de- 
bate about television violence 
has become a tedious and frus- 
trating charade. 

Networks insist that violence 
does not "cause" most real vio- ~~ ~ ~~ ~~ 

lence - something no respon. 
sible researcher ever claimed. 

Politicians emloit the issue 

George Gerbner is professor 
of communications and dean 
of the Annenberg School of 
Communications at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 

rity. 
Fa r  from only creating 

threats to the social order. our 
as a safe legislative deadend. research shows that violence 

Reformers use it to press tends also to make heavy view- 
their claims. ers more dependent and more 

Social scientists note the ob- accepting of inequity and injus- 
vious fact that growing up tice than are light viewers in 
viewine 18 acts of violence and the same tvDes of homes and 
at leas7 two entertaining mur- neighborhddds. 
ders on an average evening ' Violence demonstrates and 
teaches acceptance of violen7 perpetuates a system of power. 
solutions and ways of life. It teaches who can get away 

But that is not the main les- with what agalnst whom. 
son of television violence. Our Our study of thousands of TV 
long-range research project drama characters shows the 
called Cultural Indicators, now "pecking order" of the mean 
in its 17th vear. shows even world of television. TV subiects " .  
more piivasi\re and far-reach- women, minorities, poor,'and 
ing associations. young or old people to a higher 

U'ith the set on for seven rate of vicrlmization tcom- ~~ ~~ ~ 

hours a day in  the average pared to their ability to 'inflict 
home, the tidal wave of televi- violence) than middle class 
sion violence (that shows no white males in the  rime of 
sign ofreieding) lends lo culti- Ilk. 
\!ate a sen5e of liv~na in a mean bornination and control is 
world of danger anTinsecurity. the message behind the super- 

The more we watch televi- ficial debate that focuses only 
sion the more we demand pro- on occasional aggression - but 
tection and accept repression if ignores this pattern of penra- 
i t  promises to allev~dte insecu- SiVe vicllmliation. 



Guest columnist 

"The fantasv mavhem on the television screen h e i ~ s  
the child di~chgr~e'tensions . . .  (and)very rarely traris- 
lates into inappropriate or aqgressive acts." 

-Jib F&wIes, University of Houston 

"Thls diet of N violence has created an immunity to 
the horror of vlolence. The young child may even come to 
believe that the use of violence 1s justified." 

- Robert J. Keeshan, "Captain Kangaroo" 

'Tne consensLs among most researcher? is that vio- 
lence on lelev~sion does lead to aggressive b?havior . . . ' 

- .\'ational Institute of .Mi?ntal Health 

"Now that we are reasonably certain that televised vio- 
lence can increase aggressive tendencies in some chil- 
dren, we will have to manage our program planning ac- 
cord~ngly." 

- Elton H. Rule, president, ABC 

No proof that W awes violence 
NEW YORK CITY - For Such a view is a long, long step William S. Rubens is vice 

years, the conventional wis- from the usual assertionsabout presidentlresearch for the Na- 
dom of television's impact on television and aggression. tional Broadcasting Co. 
society - even among acade- Even as recently as two 
micians - has been that. vears am. vou'd find the Na- called Televisron and Aeeres- 
somehow, television viewing iional Tn ' s i~ tu~e  of  Mental sion: A ~ a n e l ~ t u d ~  (~cade ' i ic  
hlts a strong effect on real-life Health offering the convention- Press. 1982). That study, as you 
amession. a1 wisdom as something akin to mizht ex~ect  from its s n o ~ r -  - 

The big news today from the fact. Today, for the b&t social sh6, was'subjected to t ie  most 
academic world is that wisdom scientists, it is only an interest- intense - and sometimes 
is being revealed for exactly 
what it is: a mere convention, 
and not good science. 

As Professor Jonathan 
Freedman of the University of 
Toronto put it in the American 
Psychological Association's 
Psychological Bulletin, "the 
available literature does not 
Support the hypothesis that 
viewing violence on television 
causes an increase in subse- 
quent aggression in the real 
world." 

Freedman goes on to' say 
that the assertion that televi- 
sion viewing causes later ag- 
gression remains a plausible 
hypothesis, "but one for which 
there &,.as yet, little evidence." 

ing hypothesis. 
What has brought about this 

great change? Two thin@, real- 
111 
'3. 

&!New analytic methods in 
the social sciences have ex- 
wsed serious weaknesses of 
bast research. 

E4 New and better studies 
show onlv verv small relation- 
ships bei\vee~; television and 
aggression -and it is not at all 
clear that these relationships 
mean mat television has an ef- 
fect on aggression. 

Freedman thinks that the 
new studies do not show that 
television affects later behav- 
ior. One  of these new studies 
was conducted by NBC. It's 

skeptical - scientific scrutiny. 
It is now widely regarded as 

a major contribution to the 
television and aggression liter- 
ature. One of the lessons of that 
study is that private sector 
~DOns~rh'lD does not necessar- 
iiy make ior bad science. Nor 
does universitv affilidtlon nec- 
essarily make ?or good science. 

But more is at stake here 
than academic issues. As 
Freedman points out, the tele- 
vision-and-aggression issue is 
also of great practical and po- 
litical importance. Good public 
policy ought to follow from 
good science. And, as Freed- 
man showed, the conventional 
wisdom is not good science. 



THOMAS WABEGKI 
An opposing view 

New laws to control 
violence needed 

CHAMPAIGN, 111. - Prime- 
time TV violence has In- 
creased 65 percent ance 1980 
to an all-time high. 

The Dukes of Hazzard was 
the second most violent pro- 
gram in 1980. The Dukes today 
contains the same amount of 
violence as then, but ran& only 
21st in violence amow 1984 

Dr. Thomas Radecki, a psy 
chintrist at the University of Il- 
linois School of Medicine, is 
chairman of the National Co- 
alition on Television Violence. 

lent entertainment in 1960 
found they were convicted of 
150 percent more criminal of- 
fenses durina their adult lives - 

progrums. than were otrher children from 
S~xry-four percent of prime the same classrooms. 

time network Droaramnlina Based on the available scien- 
now features sceneshigh in v c  1iE.c information. 1 estimate 
oiencc. averaging 9.4 acts of vi- that 25 percent to 50 percent of 
oience per viewing hour. 

Brutal revenge and sexual 
sadism have also increased to 
record leveis in Hollywood 
movies - a major part of TV's 
programming base. In 1970, 
onlv 6 Dercent of box office re- 
ciebts \rent into horror and v i e  
lent sclence fiction films. Now, 
over 30 Dercent does. Violence 
in PG aid R rated movies has 
reached record highs. 

This intense violence is now 
brought into the American 
home by pay cable television. 
Violence in movie videos. rock 
music lyrics, pornograph; and 
children's toys has increased to 
record leveis followlne televi- - 
son's example. 

The National Institute of 
Mental Health m 1982 found 

the violence in our country is 
coming from the culture of vio- 
lence that has been established 
and is reinforced daily by vio- 
lent entertainment. 

After 13 congressional hear- 
i n s  without anv action. it is 
tiriie the ~mer i fan  people got 
the honest tmth. 

The National Coalition on 
Television Violence has asked 
the Senate subcommittee on ju- 
venile iustice for ledslation to 
requlie cuunterai'vert~sing. 
For eveT three ads on TV pro- 
moting violent entertainment. 
one f&e advenising slot would 
be given lo get out the surgeon 
aerieral's mgssaae that violent ., 
entenalnment lid. a harmful, 
unconscious effect on normal 
adult and children viewers. ~ ~ ~~ 

the evidence of harmful effects in rd~iition, we want legisla- 
from \'lolent Drogrammlng on tlon to require nonviolent mu- 
normal viewin -to be "<ver- 
whelming." 

In 1983, Dr. Thomas Cooke 
of Northwestern University re- 
ported for the Justice Depart- 
ment that "virtuallv 100 ver- 
cent of aggression researchers 
agree there is a causeeffect re- 
lationshiv between the con- 
sumption of \.iolent entenain- 
men1 and an increased tenden. 
cy to angry and violent 
behavior." 

This year, the U.S. attorney 
general's task force on familv 
Gloience reported it, too, h& 
found "overwhelming" evi- 
dence that TV. and movie vie 
ience are playing a role in the 
high violence levels in the 
American home. 

A 22-year study of children 
consuming high levels of vio- 

sic video nroeram hours anrl tn 
require a nonv~oienr pay cable 
movie channel wherever a v ~ e  
lent one is offered. 

It is time congressmen 
stopped taking huge campaign 
contributions from the TV and 
movie industry and start being 
responsible to the people. In a 
democracy, the people have a 
right to honest information in 
viewing alternatives. 

TV'S first generation has 
grown up to be the most violent 
generation of adults in our his- 
lory, with rape and assault 
rates 500 percent higher per 
capita than their parents' gen- 
eration. One inexpensive step 
to help stop Mi epidemic is to 
decrease the orornotion of vio- 
lence by our TV and movie in- 
dustries. 



VOICES FROM ACROSS f HE USAIWhat do you think about vislenw 

TV is violent, but viewers do 
have a choice: Either they 
choose to watch TV violence, 
or they choose not to. If the 
programming is offensive, they 
always have the opportunity to 
switch channels or to turn off 
the set. But the government 
shouldn't be involved. I don't 
want the government to make 
that decision for me. 

on television? 

DAVID MILLS, 20 
Student 
Portland, Ore. 

DEBBI GULVER, 25 
Housekeeper 
Laurel, Md. 

JAMES TAYLOR, 72 
Teacher 
Jackson, Jenn. 

ROSALlE MARTIN, 66 
Condominium manager 
Algoma, Wis. 

DEANNE BEIER, 45 
Model 
Richmond, lnd 

JERRY MOORE, 35 
Advertising executive 
Greensboro, N.C. 

I've seen enough violence on 
TV to know that it influences 
everyone who watches it - 
adults and children alike. Peo  
ple begin to accept the stan- 
dards that are set before them 
on TV - the violence, the sex 
and the lack of morals. The 
more they watch, the more it 
becomes a natural, acceptable 
part of their lives. 

Of course there's a lot of vio- 
lence on television. but I think 
adults can handle it There's vi- 
olence in reol life, too. Most 
people who watch violent pro- 
grams on TV realize that it's 
just fiction. Adults are not as in- 
fluenced bv violence on televi- 
sicm i ~ i  y;ung kids, but even 
children rznllze that what they 
see on TV is not real. 

Violence on TV rubs off on 
children. When kids become 
violent for unex~lained rea- 
sons, and their parents ask 
them why they did it, the an- 
swer is "I don't know. Just be- 
cause" T\' inouences a child's 
hehwioi in iub[lc wn?s Years 
ago, there were a fewlist fights 
o;i TV and a little shooting,-but 
nothing like it is today. 

Violence on TV and in the 
media incites people to dupli- 
cate what they see in real life. 
The examples include the gaso- 
line torching of a spouse and a 
pool table rape. I'm sickened 
when I see violence on TV, and 
when I do, I turn off the set for 
the entire evening. I'd much 
rather enjoy reading a good 
book. 

There's a lot of TV violence. ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~~~~, 

but ns parents, we have the op- 
tion 10 choose which prourlm< 
our children will watch. ff par- 
ents feel that what their chil- 
dren are watching is too vio- 
lent, they have the choice of 
turning off the set. Parents 
have the ultimate responsibil- 
ity of monitoring what our chil- 
dren see on TV. 

Too much violence on TV 
distorts a child's reality. A 
character on TV could be alive 
one day, and dead the next. So 
violence, to a child, becomes 
experimental in nature. Thev 
don't really knon what it IS l'm 
oppoved 10 government censor- 
ship This sll~ultl be a self-reeu- 
latory effort on the part of he 
broadcast industry. 
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