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George Gerbner

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE . '
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE LEAVE BLANK

ABSTRACT OF RESEARCH PLAN

'NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT ORGANIZATION (Seme os Item 11, page 1)

Trustees of the University of Pennsylvanla i Office of Research Administraticn

3451 Walnut St, Phila., Pa. 19104
TITLE OF APPLICATION {S5ame as l+em I page 1)

PROJECT NUMBER

TV's Contribution to Health Images and Practices
Name, Title and Department of all professional personnel engoged on pr0|ect, beginning with Principal Invesﬂgqfor/Prograrn Director

George Gerbmer, Dean and Professor of Communications -- Co-Principal Investigator
Larry Gross, Associate Professor . —— Co-Principal Investigator
Michael Morgan, Research Specialist —— Co=Principal Investigator
Nancy Signorielli, Research Coordinator -— Co-Principal Investigator

All of the co-principal investigators are at the Annenberg School of Communications,

ABSTRACT OF RESEARCH PLAN: Concisely describe the application's sp‘eciﬁc aims, methodology and long-term objectives, making reference to
the scientific disciplines involved and the health-relatedness of the project. The absfract should be self-contained so thet it can serve as d succinet
and accurate description of the application when separated from it. DO NOT EXCEED THE SPACE PROVIDED,

Culturally sustained behaviors and lifestyles account for a significant amount of. poor
health and mortality in the United States, and television is the central dynamic of
American culture. This research will investigate television's representation of a
wide range of health and safety~-related values and practices -- including eating,
drinking, nutrition, seat belt use, etc. -— and attempt to determine the consequences
of such portrayals on viewers' beliefs and actions. The content analysis will utilize
an existing eleven—year data base of prime-time and weekend-daytime network television
programs and a three-year sample of the commercials embedded within them. We will
examine the most repetitive, aggregate patterns concerning the social context of
eating and drinking, nutritional values and concerns, and other health and safety
related habits as presented in television drama. While television is only one of many
factors which may enhance or suppress concerns with preventive medicine and good
health, it may well be the single most common and pervasive source of certaln widely-
shared conceptions and actions which promote unhealthy lifestyles for large segments
of the population; yet, virtually nothing is known about the extent and nature of its
contribution in this critical area. Through secondary analysis of existing data bases
and the commission of new survey data, we will assess the impact of television's por-
trayals of health matters on people's beliefs and expectations about their own and
their famllles practices relating to health and safety,

LABORATORY ANIMALS INVOLVED,. ldentify by common names. [f none, state *‘none’’
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: : . George Gerbner
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/PROGRAM DIRECTOR: ___

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Number pages consecutively at the bottom throughout the application. Do not use suffixes such as
5a, 5b. Type the nome of the Principal fnvesngaror/Program Director at the top of each printed page

and each continuation page.
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SECTION 3. Appenaix (Six sets}{No page numbering necessary for Appendix)

Number of publications: Number of manuscripts:
Other items (list):

I: Recording Instrument for the Analysis of Nutrxition, Health and
Safety in Television Drama

Application Rece'ipt Record, form PHS 38230
Form HEW 596 if ltem 4, page 1, is checked *"YES"
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George Gerbner

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/PROGRAM DIRECTOR:

OTHER SUPPORT
(USE CONTINUATION PAGES IF NECESSARY)

For each of the professionals named on page 2, list, in three separate groups: (1} active support; {2) applications
pending review and/or funding; (3) applications planned or being prepared for submission, Include all Federal, non-
Federal, and institutional grant and contract support. |f none, state ““NONE.’} For each item give the source of support,
identifying number, project title, name of principal investigator/program director, time or percent of effort on the project
by professional named, annual direct costs, and entire period of support. (If part of a larger project, provide the titles of
both the parent grant and the subproject and give the annual direct costs for each,) Briefly describe the contents of each
item listed, |f any of these overlap, duplicate, ot are being replaced or supplemented by the present applicafion, justify
and delineate the nature and exient of the scientific and budgetary overlaps or boundaries,

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/PROGRAM DIRECTOR: George Gerbner
(1) ACTIVE SUPPORT:

NIMH - MH 21196-06A1 - TV and Children's Conceptions of Social Reality -
10 percent of time - $46,213 direct costs -- from 5/1/79 to 12/31/80.

AoA - 90-AR-2176 - Aging with Television Commercials - 10 percent of time -
$ 118,257 dlrect costs —- from 10/1/79 to 3/31/81.

(2) apvplications pending review:

NIMH ~ NCHSR Solicitation (Grants for Research on Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention) —-  TV's Contribution to Health Images and Practices ——
8 percent of time -- requesting $311,090 in direct costs over a three
vear period -- 7/1/81 to 6/30/84.

(3) applications planmed or being prepared for submission:

NSF - to the Committee on the Public Understanding of Science —-
(budget, exact title, etc. are still in planning stages)

Co-principal Investigator: Larry Gross
(1) Active Support:
NIMH -~ MH 21196-06A1 - TV and Children's Conceptions of Social Reality -
20 percent of time - $46,213 direct costs —- from 5/1/79 to 12/31/80.

AoA - 90-AR-2176 -~ Aging with Television Commercials - 5 percent of time -
$118,257 direct costs -- from 10/1/79 to 3/31/81.

(2) applications pending review:
NIMH - NCHSR Solicitation (Grants for Research on Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention) — TV's Contribution to Health Images and Practices
8.5 percent of time —-- requesting $311,090 in direct costs over a
three year period -- 7/1/81 to 6/30/84.

(3) applications planned or being prepared for submission:

NSF -~ to the Committee on the Public Understanding of Science ——
(budget, exact title, etc. are still in planning stages)

PHS-398 PAGE 17
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George Gerbner

Other Support Continued

Co-Principal Investigator: Michael Morgan

(1) Active Support:

NIMH - MH 21196-06A1 - TV and Children's Conceptions of Social Reality -—-
50 percent of time —-- $46,213 in direct costs - 5/1/79 to 12/31/80.

(2) Applications pending review:

NIMH - NCHSR Solicitation (Grants for Research on Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention) -- TV's Contrlbutlon to Health Images and Practices
=z == 30 percent of time - requesting $311,090 in direct
costs over a three year period - 7/1/81 to 6/30/84.

(3) Applications planned or being prepared for submission:

NSF - to the Committee on the Public Understanding of Science —-
(budget, exact title, ete. are sill in planning stage)

Co—Principal Investigator: WNancy Signorielli

(1) Active Support:

AoA - 90-AR-2176 —- Aging with Television Commercials -- 33 percent
of time -~ $118,257 direct costs -- 10/1/79 - 3/31/81.

(2) Applications pending review:

NIMH — NCHSR Solicitation (Grants for Research on Health Promotion and
Dlsease Prevention). =~ TV's Contr;butlon to Health Images and Prac-
_tices -- 30 percent of time -—- requesting $311,090 in
direct costs over a three year period —- 7/1/81 to 6/30/84.

(3) Applications planned or being prepared for submission:

NSF - to the Committee on the Public Understanding of Science --
(budget, exact title, ete. are still in planning stage)

This proposal and the other ome currently pending review by NIMH - propose
research that will be conducted in tandem, The message system analysis
data that will be collected in each project are quite different but can
be collected at the same time. The coding budgets refleect this dual.
collection. | ' '

18



PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/PROGRAM DIRECTOR: George Gerbner
RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

FACILITIES: Mark the facilities to be used and briefly indicate their capacities, pertinent capabilities, relative proximity and
extent of availability to the project. Use “other’ to describe facilities at other performance sites listed in ltem 9, page 1, and at
sites for field studies, Using continuation pages if necessary, include a description of the nature of any colloboration with sther
orgenizations and provide further information in the RESEARCH PLAN. : :

D Laboratory:
D Clinical:
D Animal:

[ElComPMeﬂ facilities provided by Unicoll Corp., 3400 Market St., Phila. Pa.
IBM - 360/168

[x] otfice: in the Annenberg School - G-6, G-7, G-15, G-18, 102,118, 218

D Of.her( )

Videotape viewine-recordine .facilities
Videotape archive
Computerlzed data archlves

MAJOR EQUIPMENT: List the most important equipment items alfeady available for thls project, noting the location, and pertinent
copabilities of each,

We have all of the equipment needed to screen programs in our
videotape archives and to record future samples. We also have
a computer terminal to prov:Lde remote access to the TBM 360/168.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Provide any other information describing the environment for the project. Identify support services
such as consultants, secretarial, machine shop, and electronics shop, and the #xtent to-which they will be available to the project.

PHS-398 , pace 19
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PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/PROGRAM DIRECTOR: George Gerbner

CHECKLIST

This is the required last page of the upplicdtion.

Check the qppfbpriute boxes and provide the information requested.

TYPE OF APPLICATION:

NEW application (This application is being submitted to the PHS for the first time. )}

COMPETING CONTINUATION of grant number:
{This application is to extend a gront beyond its original project period.)

O OB

SUPPLEMENT to grant number:
{This application is for additional funds during o funded project period.}

REVISION of application number: . .
(This application replaces a prior version of.a new, competing continuation or supplemental application,)

Change of Principal Invesiigaior/Program Director.

Name of former Principal Investigator/Program Director:

N

ASSURANCES IN CONKECTION WITH:

. Human Subjects .
Civil Rights Handicapped Individuals Sex Discrimination . General Assurance Lu(!:;o{rator’)f Az;n_}ds
- (If applicable) applicable

ﬁ Filed Filed Filed Filed ' Filed
Not filed || Not filed || Not filed : “Not filed Not filed

INDIRECT COSTS:

Indicate the applicant organization’s most recent indirect cost rate established with the appropriate DHEW Regional Office. [ the
applicent orgenization is in the process of initially developing or renegotiating a rate, or has estcblished @ rate with another Federal
agency, it should, immediately tupon notification that an award will be made, develop a tentative indirect cost rate proposal besed on
its most recently completed fiscal yeor in accordance with the principles set forth in the pertinent DHEW Guide for Establishing:
Indirect Cost Rates, and submit it to the appropriate DHEW Regional Office, Indirect costs will not be paid on foreign grants, con-
struction grants, and grants te individuals, and usually not on grants in support of conferences.

D DHEW Agreement Dated: March 3, 1980 .
% Salary. and Wages or 65 % Total Direct Costs.

!s this an off-site or other special rate, or is more than one rate involved? D YES NO

-Explanation:

D DHEW Agreement being negotiated with Regional Office.

D No DHEW Agreement, but rate established with « Date .

D Mo Indirect Costs Reguested,

PHS-398 '
Rev. 10/79 PAGE ﬂ





