
''TV 'castigated iforciink'with-yjolence in children 
'o1Study by'National Instilutefor 
.c;tliental Health claims i O-year 
~~earch shows aggressive behav,ior 
;follows TV viewing; NBC, ABC, 
,;CBS disagree; other effects 
.,4ncIude distortion of reality 

;Ten years after the Surgeon General's Ad­
'Yisory _ -Committee on Television _ and. 
~ehavior-issued a report indicating, if with 
''Considerable qualification, that television. 
Niolence leads to violent behavior in the' 
,children who watched it, another govern­
ment report has been issued suggesting 
there -no -longer is any doubt about the 
link. "According to many researchers," 
the report says, the evidence "seems over­
whelming that televised violence and ag-· 
gression are positively correlated in 
children." 

The' report- "Television and Behavior: 
Ten -Years of Scientific Progress and Im­
pications for the Eighties"-was prepared 
by the National Institute of Mental Health 
on the basis of research done on the sub­
ject in the past decade. It is not limited to 
the effects of television violence on 
.children, as the 1972 surgeon general's re­
port was. Rather, it addresses a range of 
-areas in which television plays a part in the 
life of the viewer-its socializing effects, 
for instance, and its influence on p'hysical 
and mental health. 

But the chapter on violence and aggres­
sion.....:one dealing with a subject that has 
commanded the attention of critics, in­
cluding many in Congress, and parents for 
30 years-is sure to command the most at­
tention. 

The language, unlike that in the 10-
year-old report, seems unequivocal. 
uAfter 10 more years of research, the con­
sensus among most of the research com­
munity is that violence on television does 
lead to aggressive behavior by children and 
teen-agers wh.o watch the programs." 

The report notes that "not all children 
become aggressive, of course." But it says 
Uthe correlations between violence and 
aggression are positive." Indeed. it says, the 
correlation is as strong as "any other 
variable behavior that has been mea­
sured." The conclusions are bast!d on 
laboratory experiments and field studies. 

Among the field studies was onc funded 
by CBS. it reported that teen-age boys in 
London, according to their own accounts, 
were more likely to engage in "serious 
violence" after watching violence on 
television. 

Two independent studies of thiCC- and 
four-year-old children over a year's time 
both show(!d "consistent associations bt> 
tween heavy television viewing of violent 
.,rograms and unwarranted aggressive 

-:behavior.Jn.·thekfree p'lay=,.' .,., , 
. AndiniLlive-year study-of7 3 2.chihl.ren, 
-several ,~inds,'of~.a.ggressioh-confl-ict"\vith 

- .-parents.- '.fighting "and rleHnquency-were 
--:ail."-positively"'correiated. :with the' total 
.amount 'of ,television vi'ewing~ not simply· 
viewing·of :·vlolent -programs; 

,The _Teport:said 'that, qespite.,concerns 
expressed ·,by ·-CT,itics, '·,:the amount ,·,of 
violence'~>-on'~television has not decreased. 
It·does seem .cyclical, though. The report 
-says it is up "one year, down the next, with 
the -percentage "·of· programs ··containing 
violence . remaining essentiaJIY"the same 
over the past decade .. And during that 
time, the 'report says, children's weekend 
programing was more violen~ than that 
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seen in prime time. 
The studies on which the -report was 

based were not unanimous in showing a 
link between television and real-life 
violence. One study funded by NBC found 
no evidence for a long-term enduring re­
lation between viewing violent television 
programs and aggressive behavior. The 
NIMH study suggests that "others doing 
television research will no doubt examine 
the new study. to try to learn why it does 
not agree with many other findings." 

The report IS not entirely negative in its 
conclusions. For instance, a section on im­
agination and pro-social behavior says that 
"evidence is persuasive that children can 
learn to be altruistic, friendly <lnd self-con­
trolled by looking at television programs 
depicting such behavior patterns. It ap­
pl..!ars that they also learn to be less <.lg­
grcssive." 

The report constiiutcs Volume One of a 
two·volume project I:onuucted under the 
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, .':super-vision 'Of ~David ·.PearJ, -chief of the 
Behavioral ,Sciences·.-Research "Branch of 
NIMH. The first-volume is -a summary of 

)reviews.,of·the ,hterature on television and 
-its', 'effects -, on viewers, -done bv 24 
researchers that NIMH 'commissioned for 
the task. The reviews·themselves will be 
--published -in the second volume. 

And that bifurcated _approach was cited 
by CBS and NBC spokesmen in comment­
in,g. critically~ 'on the report. 

The summary "cannot be properly and 
fully '-evaluated until ·'the material in the 
sec'ond .volume " .. is released and 
studied," said the NBC spokesman. "In 
what is available,so far, however," he said, 
"NBC researchers find a number of inac­
curate statements and believe that many of 
the conclusions in the report will be 
_chaUenged by §ocial scientists conducting 
jndependent 'reviews." He said the 1\BC 
study, which does not support the report's 

. conclusions, will be published by Aca­
demic Press this faiL 

The CBS spokesman said tha~ the 
uassessment" of the literature the ,·cImrt's 
-introduction said would be made "is not 
.apparent," 'at least as far as the section on 
violence is concerned. He said the report 

- "seems to represent an almost '\vho!ly 
uncritical selection and acceptance of .cer­
tain studies." He also claimed ··there are 
conflicting approaches and results within 
the report itself" and said it has been "put 
together by individuals who came to it 
with publicly identified positions on the 
role of television in society." Among [hose 
listed as "advisors"-not authors of the 
project, George Gerbner. of the University 
of Pennsylvania, who has done a number 
of critical studies of television and its 
effects on children, and Dr. Eli A. Rubin­
stein, of the University of North Carolina, 
who directed the 1972 study. 

ABC said it remains convinced "the ex­
isting body of research liter:nure does not 
warrant the conclusions reached" in the 
report. Among other reasons. it says the 
summary report does not provide "con­
elusive substantiation" for the conclu­
sions reached, "making it difficult" tv 
evaluate the claims in detail. 

Citizen groups saw the report differently 
Sam Simon, executive director of the 

National Citizens Committee for Broad­
casting and a member of the board of the 
National Coalition on Television Violence, 
said the report "is not surprising," that it 
validates the results or the monitoring 
NCTV has done and "highlights the need 
to do something" about television 
violence. He talked of a need to educate 
viewers as to their "rights" in broadcJ.:-it~ 
ing <.lnd parents as to the role they should 
playas TV monitors. He also said net-
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.-.or.ks .. .and 'syndicators -must dJe ,.1nforrned 
.-~~ :·public health problem -exists'" ,'W~th 

.owhich they musLdca!. 
~P~gy Ch-arren, president of Action for 

-:~11dren's Television, 'also -said the find~ 
.~.-;:ings ~·make sense." -But -she ex-pressed -the 
:.mope the report would not be "-<1 stimulus 
."_to_ censorship." Rather. she said, it should 
.::send -the lldministration a message that 
"--alternatives to existing children's _televi­
;sion _.programing "cannot be left to the 
_marketplace." She said a reasonable 
,response would be Hadequate funding for 

-4'Ublicbroadcast ing:' 
. .,.-Beyond television violence. the Teport 

-_..wntained a number of·other findings: 
0:8 -There is good evidence that televi­

--sion·contributes to -viewers' conceptions 
-of social reality, especially when they are 
·-_related to violence and feelings of 
.;,.:rnistrust.-"People who look at a great deal 
,oof television tend to believe that there is 
-more -violence in ·the real world than do 
. those who do not look at much televi~ 
. sion." 

.. Television seems to be doing a rather 
'poor-job-of helping its audience to attain 
Hbetter health or better understanding of 
health." The report acknowledges that that 
is not a goal of commercial television. But 
it. notes that incidental watching may in­
fluence life styles-it may encourage the 
tise of alcohol and food that is not 
nutritious. 

= Some observers believe teiev.ision 
"reinforces the status quo and contributes 
to a homogenization of society and :l pro­

"motion of middle-class values. Televi~ 
sion's ubiquity in bringing events­
especially violent and spectacular events­
throughout the world to millions of people 
may mean television itself is a Significant 
factor in ~etermining eyents." 

S Among adults, television viewing 
.-and education are inversely related..:...the 
iess schooling, the more television view­
ing. Children with low IQ scores watch 
television more than others, but there is 
no indication as to whether heavy viewing 

. lower scores or whether those with low 10 
simply choose to watch more TV. 

The report does not contain any recom~ 
mendations. But the director of the 
NIMH, Dr. Herbert Pardes, expects the re­
port to have an effect. In a foreword, he 
says, "We would anticipate ... that per­
sons bearing responsibility for policy and 
for television industry practices would be 
interested in the findings for use in deci­
sionmaking:' 

But the report does not contain all of the 
answers. Pardes notes that a tremendous 
surge of interest in the subject of televi~ 
sion's impact on society followed the 
release of the surgeon general's <ldvisory 
committee report in 1972. Some 2.500 ti­
tles--about 90% of all research' publica­
tions on the subject-appeared in the last 
10 years. And the report itself notes that 
the research papers are continuing 10 pile 
up. ··Compared with the 1970's,'" it says, 
Hthe decade of the 1980's should witness 
an even greater intensity of necessary 
research effort on television and 
behavior." 0 

Cable making greater 
,inroads with Yankees 
"Ball-club",dmits4alksunder way; 

1;5-year<deaL-believedin works 

The NewYorl<:'Yankeesbaseball club is re­
:o-ported _1n __ -the.1inal.:stages of negotiations 
for __ granting;r.ights.lo,cable telecasts of its 

,games Jor.<l,.period·"f 15 years and for 
more than $100 million. 

k.spokesmaO'forthe Yankees would 
. .only,say last ,-;week ;1hat discussions have 
been 'held-with -various cable companies in 
the.pastmonths,.butdeclined to identify 
them..or,-discuss . .any financial or program­
ing details. -_Front-runners in the bidding 
appear to be-5portsChannel and Warner 
Communications; Officials of SportsChan­
nel -declined to. ·comment and a _Warner 
.spokesman. said the company has held 
several meetings with the ball club but 
could not cgobeyond that statement. 

The club _currently has a five-year con­
tract (through 1984) with WPIX(TV) New 
York, calling for payments in excess of$25 
million over that period. The station 
telecast more than 100 games. Speculation 
is that while the WPIX agreement is still in 
force, the Yankees will carry 40 to 50 
games a year_on_cable and the remainder 
on welx.Starting in 1985, the Yankee plan 
is said to call for about 100 games on cable 
television and the remainder on free TV, 

For several years; until this season, the 
Yankees had an agreement with SportsVi­
sion for 30-40 games a year but did not 
renew the _arrarigement for [his season. 
This action fueled, reports that the Yankee;; 
wanted to open up their cable rights to a 
number of bidders for a long-term cable 
commitment. 

Pay-per-view 
the goal of 
ABC-Cox deal 
Addressability is key to new 
joint ventures of-fering 
programing, information, data 

ABC Video, which had startled the 
electronic communications world the week 
before with news of its Home View Net­
work (HVN), using its ABC-TV network 
to construct a middle~of-the~night pay TV 
system (BROADCASTING, May 3), an~. 
nounced still another P<lY project at the 
NCTA convention tast week. This time the 
news was less surprising, perhups because 
of the frequency with which that once-pay­
<lnd~cable-reluctant company has been an~ 
nouncing new ventures into those fields. 
Perhaps, too. because hard oUllines of the 
newest project were elusive. 

The deal is il joint venlure with Cox Ca~ 
hie Communications ("In Brief," Muy 3) 
"to develop advanced progmming and ad~ 
dressablc comm unic<.ltions technology." 
The avowed purpose: pay~pc-r~vicw. 
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Ratings Roundup 

, Score ia double victory for ABC· TV. 
:,Not only did t-he_·rietwork win prime 

time Jar the week -ended May 2, it also 
topped the usual network news leader, 
CBS, in the early, evening. 

In prime time, ABC scored a 15.4 rat· 
ing and 26 share to CBS-TV's 14.7/25 
and NBC-TV's 13.8/24. In news, ABC 
earned a 12.1124 to CBS·s 11.8/24 and 
NBC's 11.2/22. 

During this post~season week, ABC 
won Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday; 
CBS took Thursday. Friday and Sunday 
and NBC won Monday. Big numbers 
weren't needed to win a night. On Satur­
day, ABC won with a 13.4126 average 
and - on Monday. _NBC's 16.4126 was 
enough for victory. 

If overnight ratings in the three top 
mark'?ts are indicative _of a nationwide 
audience, the networks also faced stiff 
competition from the latest Operation 
Prime Time project:. -A., Woman Called 
Golda. 

Airing on various days across the 
cO"untry, the first two hours of the four~ 
hour special earned a 23.6132 Nielsen 
rating-'and 21.0129 Arbitroh rating on 
WPIX(TV) New -York. On KCQP-TV Los 
Angeles, it scored a 17.9/28 and 18.2/29 
respectively and on WGN-TV an 18.8/30 
and 19: 1130. Those ~II; were winning 
scores. 

Thp.First 20 

i. 60 Minutes CBS 21.6/44 
2. Dynasty ABC, 21.4/35 
3. ··Mae West" (movie) ABC 19.5/31 
4. M"A*S*H C~S 19.5/29 
5- Fall Guy ABC 19.1/30 
6. roo' Close Fur Crmi{tirt ABC 19.1/30 
7. Hart to Hart ABC 19.0/32 
B. Magnum, P.I. CBS 18.9/31 
9:'·" .Three's Company, ABC 18.9/30 

10. Jeffersons CBS. 18.9/29 
.; - 11. "Side By Side·· ,(movi_e) . NBC 18.6/29 

'12. Simon & Simon CBS 18.3/29 
13. Fact.or of I.,ife NsC 18.0/29 

"4 .. :·Kehny Rogers As,The 
Gambler'· (movie) . NBC 18.ot29 

15. ~rhe Babysi1ter"' (mO~ie) ABC 17.2/27 
16. Alite CBS-, 17.1127 
17. Country Music"Auiard, 

(special) NBC 17.0/29 
lB. Greatest American Hero ABC 16.9129 
19. Real People NBC 16.8129 
20. Dukes of Hazzard CSS 16.7132 

The Final Five 

63. No Soap, Radio ABC 9.1116 
64. Q.E.D. cas 8.2/14 
65. Crime In America ABC 7.8/16 
66. Father Murphy (A) NBC 7.8/16 
67. Jokf!boalr NBC 6.7113 

Herbert A. Granath, president of ABC 
Video Enterprises, spoke of a "r"mping 
process" that would begin wifh one~w:.Jy 
addressable operations, would proceed to 
two~way and then add dat<l capability. 
Robert C. Wright, president of Cox Cable, 
put the joint venture's "phjiosophy" in 
virtu<llIy the s,IOle terms: to look toward 
the long-term objective of intcr:.Jclive two­
way systems with data capability. But 


