: ﬁtudy by 'Mational. Instttute for
- z8ental Health ciaims 1 0-year
-gegearch shows aggressive behavior
Hollows TV viewing; NBC, ABC,
- e BS disagres; other effects
. zinclude distortion of reality

Ten-years after the Surgeon General’s Ad-

wisory. Commiitee on Television.and.

Behavior-issued a report indicating, if with

—gonsiderable gualification, that television

. -wiolence-leads to violent behavior in the
children -who watched it, another govern-
ment reporf has been issued suggesting
there no-longer is any doubt about the

-dink. -**According to many researchers,”
" the report says, the evidence *‘seems over-

whelming that televised violence and ag--

. gressmn are posatwely corre]aled in
.chlldren .

“The report—“Televnslon and Behavsor
Ten Years of Scientific Progress and Im-
-pications-for the Eighties’'—was prepared
by the Nationa! Institute of Mental Health
on the basis of research done on the sub-

-ject in the past decade. It is not limited 10
.the -effects of television violence on
children, as the 1972 surgeon general’s re-
-port - was. Rather, it addresses a range of

areas in-which television plays a partin the ™ |-

life of the viewer—its socializing effects,
for instance, and its influence on physical
and mental health.

" Butthe chapter on violence and aggres-
sion—one dealing with a subject that has
commanded the attention of critics, in-
cluding many in Congress, and parents for
30 years—is sure to- command the most at-
tention. )

The language, unlike that in the 10-
year-old report, seems unequivocal.
“Afier 10 more years of research, the con-
sensus among most of the research com-
inunity is that violence on television does
lead to aggressive behavior by chlldren and
teen-agers who watch the programs!’

The report notes that “‘not all children
become aggressive, of course”’ But it says
“*the correlations between violence and
aggression are positive.” Indeed. it says, the
correlation is as strong as “any other
variable behavior that has been mea-
sured.”” The conclusions are based on
laboratory experiments and field studies.

Among the field studies was one funded
by CBS: It reported that teen-uge boys in
London, according to their own accounts,
were more likely to engage in “‘serious
violence'' after watching violence on
television,
~ Two independent studies of three- and
four-year-old children over a year's time
both showed ‘‘consisient associations be-
twean heavy television viewing of violent
programs und unwarranted aggressive

'5=behav1or A thelr free pla

SBX pressed by =Critics,

.the - percentage -.of - programs. -containing -

‘Andinafive.year: studyﬂf 7 32£hilQren

“iseveral kinds.of .aggression—conflict*with
-parents, fighting -and delinguency—were
--all--pesitively ~correlated. “with - thie- total -
amount ‘of television viewing, not stmpiy'-

viewing of Adolent-programs:

The fepori-said that, -despite:concerns
“1he amount sof
violence-ontelevision has not decreased.
It-does seem «cyclical -though. The report
says itis up-one year, down thé next, with

violence .rfemaining essentially the same
over the .past-decade. And during that
time, the report.says, chiidren’s weekend
programing was more violent than that

seen in prime time. ‘

The studies on which the ~report was
based were not -unanimous in showing a
link between television and real-life
violence. One study funded by NBC found
no evidence for a long-term enduring rte-
lation between viewing violent television
programs and aggresstve behavior. The
NIMH study suggests that “others doing
television research will no doubt examine
the new study to try to learn why it does
not agree with many other findings.”

The report is not entirely negative in its
conclusions. For instance, a section on im-
agination and pro-social behavior says that
“evidence is persuasive that children can
learn to be altruistic, friendly and self-con-
trolled by looking at television- programs
depicting such behavior patterns. It ap-
pears that they also learn to be less ag-
EFEHSIVE

The report constitutes Volume Onecofa
iwo-volume project conducted under the
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~dntroduction said would be made °

‘tain studies.””

ﬁuperwsmn of David Pearl, ch:ef of Ihe
~Behavioral .Sciences:-Research ‘Branch of

NIMH. The first-volume is a summary of

zreviews.of -the-literature on television and
1is:-effects ~on -viewers, -done by 24

Tesearchers that NITMH commissioned for

~the- task. The reviews themselves will be
-published -in the second volume.

And that bifurcated approach -was cited

- by LCBS and NBC spokesmen in comment-
-ing, critically, on the report.

_The summary *‘cannot be properly and

" fully evaludted -until the material in the
‘'second- voelume ...

is released- and
studied,” said the NBC spokesman. “*in
what is available so far, however,” he said,
““NBC researchers find a number of inac-
curate staiements and believe that many of
the . conclusions in the report wiil be

-challenged by gocial scientists conducting
~independent reviews” He said the NBC
study, which does not support the report’s
-conclusions, will be published by ACa-

dernic Prass-this fali,
The CBS Spokesman said thar’ the
“assessment”” of the literature the report’s .
‘1S not

apparent,” at least as far as the section'on

-violence is concerned. He said the feport

“‘seems 10 represent an almost whoily
uncritical selection and acteptance.of cer-
He also claimed *‘there’are
conflicting approdches and results within

the report itself”” and said it has been “'put. .

together by individuals who came to it
with publicly identified positions on the
role of television in society”” Among those
listed as ‘‘advisors’’—not authors of the
project, George Gerbner. of the University
of Pennsylvania, who has dene a number
of critical studies of televiston and its
effects on children, and Dr. Eli A. Rubin-
steini, of the University of North Carolina,
who directed the 1972 study. _

ABC said it remains convinced “‘the ex-
isting body of research literature does not
warrant the conclusions reached™ in the
report. Among other reasons, it says the
summary report does not provide “‘con-
clusive - substantiation™ for the conclu-
sions reached, ‘‘making it difficult” to
evaluate the claims tn detail.

Citizen groups saw the report differently.

_Sam Simon, executive director of the
National Citizens Committee for Broad-

“casting and @ member of the board ot the

National Coalition on Television Violence,
said the report “'is not surprising,” thai it
validates the resuits ol the monitoring
NCTYV has done and “*highlights the aced
to do something®” aboul television
violence. He talked of a need 1o educute
viewers as to their “‘rights” in broadcust-
ing and parents as to the role they should
olay as TV monitors. He also said net-




. samgrks-and syndicators.must -be-informed -

" *a:public health -problem :exists” .with
“-awhich they must.deal. ‘

~Peggy Charren, president of - Aeuon for

-; ﬁ;ldren s Television, also said the find-

sdngs ‘make sense.” But she cxpressed the

~hepe the teport would not be “a:sumulus

40 censorship.”” Rather, she:said.-it should
_send the administration a .message that
-alternatives to existing children’s televi-
Ston -programing ‘‘cannot be left to the
marketplace.”” She said .a . reasonable

“response would be * 4dequate !undmg !or .

~putblic broadcasting.”
Beyond television . vmlence‘ the report
_a;ntamed -a-number of-other findings:

-#% There is good evidence that televi-
-gion .contributes to viewers' conceptions
.of social reality, especially when-they are
-related - to violence .and feelings of
=zmistrust. ** People who look .at a great deal
-of television tend to-believe that there is
-more .violence in the real world than do

~.those who do not look at much televi-
-gion.”

8" Television seems to be doing a rather
-poortjob-of helping its audience to attain
““better health or better understanding of
health.” The report acknowledges thai that
is not a goal of commercial television. But
it. notes that incidental watching may in-
fluence life styles—it may encourage the
use of  alcohol and food that is not
nutrmous

= Soine observers believe television
“reinforces the status quo and contributes
- 1o a-homogenization of society and a pro-
-motion of middle-class values. Televi-
sion’s ubiquity in bringing events—
especially vielent and spectacular events—
“throughout the world to miliions of people
may mean television itself is a significant
factor in determining events,”

B Among adults, television viewing
-and education are inversely related—the

less schooling, the more television view- .

ing. Children with low 1Q scores. watch

television more than others, but there is

no indication as to whether heavy viewing

lower scores or whether those with low [Q -

simply choose to watch more TV.
- The report does not corttain any recom-
mendations. But the director of the
- NIMH, Dr. Herbert Pardes, expects the re-
port to have an effect. In a foreword, he
says, ““We would anticipate ... that per-
sons bearing responsibility for policy and
for television industry practices would be
interested in the findings for use in deci-
sionmaking."”’

But the report does not contain all of the
answers, Pardes notes that a tremendous
surge of interest in the subject of televi-
gion's impact on society foilowed the
release of the surgeon general's advisory
committee report in 1972, Some 2,500 ti-
tles~about 90% of ull research’ publica-
tions on the subject—uppeared in the st
10 years. And the report itself notes that
the research papers are continuing to pile
up. “‘Compared with the 1970°5. it says,
*the decade of the 1980°s should witness
an even greater intensity of necessary
research effort on television and
behavior.'’ [
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"-E‘iablie'mfak?iﬁﬁ -qreater
mroads amth Yankees

wBall siubadmltsdalks under way,
-+5-year-deal believed in works

The New“York Yankees baseball club is re:.
-ported in-the final stages of negotiations

for granting rights 1o cable telecasts of its
-games.for.a-period -of 15 years and for
-mnore.than $100-million.
-‘A-spokesman-forthe Yankees would
-only :say last aveek..that discussions have

-been-held-with :various cable companies in

the -pastnonths :hut .declined to identify
‘them-ordiscuss.any-financial or program-
ing details.-Front-runners in the bidding
..appear .10 -be SportsChannel and Warner
. £ommunications.Officials of SportsChan-
nel declined 1o .comment and a Warner
spokesman. said. the company has held
several meetings:with the ball club but
-could not-go beyond that statement. -
The club currentiy has a five-year con-
tract (through 1984) with weix(Tv) New

York, calling for payments in excess of $25 -

million over that period. The - station
telecast more than 100 games. Speculation
is that while the wpIxX agreement is still in
force, -the - Yankees will carry 40 to 50
games a year.on cable and the remainder
on weix. Starting in 1985, the Yankee pian
is said to call for about 100 games on cable
television and the remainder on free TV..

For several years; until this season, the -

Yankees had an agreément with SportsVi-

sion for. 30-40 games.a year but did not -

reriew theé ‘arrangement for this season.
This action fueled reports that the Yankees
wanted to open up their cable rights to a
number of bidders. t"or a long- term cable
commnment

Pay-per-view
the goal of |
ABC Cox deai

Addressabmty is key to new -
joint ventures offering e
programing, information, data

ABC Vldeo. which  had startled the
efectronic communications world the week
before with news of its Home View Net-
work (HVN), using its ABC-TV network
to construct a middle-of-the-night pay TV
system (BROADCASTING. May 3),
nounced still another pay project at the
NCTA convention last week. This time the
news was less surprising, perhaps becuause

. of the frequency with which that once-pay-
and-cable-reluctant compuny has been an-
nouncing new ventures into those fields.
Perhaps, too, because hard outlines of the
newest project were elusive.

~ The deal is 4 joint venture with Cox Ca-
hle Communications (“*In Briel” -May 3)

"o develop advanced programing and ad-

dressable communications lcuhnoloby
The avowed purpose: pay-per-view.
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; Score a doubie vnctory for AEC TV

- time.for the week ‘ended May 2, it also
- -topped the ysual network news leader,

|- markets are indicative of a nationwide

w-Prime’ Time pro;ect_ A Woman Called"

. ~.and 191!30 Those all-were wmmng

an-

Ratings Roundup

“.Nat only did the Tietwork win prima .

CBS, in the eany évening, .
. In prime time, ABC scored a 15.4 rat-
. ing and 26 share 16 CBS-TV's 14.7/25
~-and ‘NBC-TV's 138/24. In news, ABC
eamed a 12. 1!24 lo CBSS 11.8/24 and )
- NBC's 11.2/22.
. During this posr -season week, ABC
- won Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. -
CBS took Thursday, Friday and Sunday -
-and NBC won. §onday. Big numbers
“.weren't needed to win a night. On Satur-
- day, ABC won with-a-13.4/26 average
and:. on Monday, NBCs 164!26 was -
: enough for victory, -+
- If overnight ratmgs in the three top..”

‘T audience, the networks. also faced stiff
~.compelition from. the latest Operation.

. Goldd: -
. AIFing on vanous days across the.u_
: cGUntry, the first two hours of the four- -
hour special earned a 23:6/32 Niefsen- .-
“rratingand 21.0/29 -Arbitron .rating on
“wWPIXTY) New York.-On ' kcopTvoLos
- Angeles, it scored a 17.9/28 and 18.2/29 .-
; .respefctnvely and on WGN-Tv an 188/30'- -

" scores. .

_The__-Firs:t" 20

. ."60 Minutes -

. 216144
. Dynasty. : | 21435
.. “Mae West" (mowe) ABC 1985131 T o
- MRAYSYH ‘-CBS 195/329
i BV Fall Guy | ; T ABC  18.1/30. ¢
~ B.". “Too Close For C‘amﬁ) : ABC  19.1/30
7. Hart to Hart ABC - 190132
... Magnum, P1 cas 18931
- Three’s Company ABC. 189/30
e : . CBS. 189/28 ~
| . NBC - 186/29
.:% Sirmon & Simon . - ;1 CBS - 183029
' Favtsof Life = .7 a7 NBG " 180129
.. "Kehny Rogers As.The . I - .
;7L Gambier (movie) ! . NBC . 1B0/29
15270 “The Babysnler (movxe) Lo ABC 172527
18 Alice CoonnCBSy 1727
17 -CauntryMuatcAwards AT L =
Cales (special): Y ONBC 17.0/29 -
- Greatest Amerbcar: Hero T ABC 169429
. . Real People : SETONBE L 16.8/29 0
.. Dukes of Hozzard - €BS - 167532 -
The Final Five
83. - NoSocep, Radio ABC 9.1/16
64. QED. 85 BaN4
65.  Crime In America ABC 7.8/16
86..  Father Murphy (R} N&C 7.8116
67.  Jokebook NBC 6.7/13

Herbert A. Granath, president of ABC
Video Enterprises, spoke of a “‘ramping
process’ that would begin with one-way
addressable operations, would proceed to
two-way. and then add data capability,
Robert C. Wright, ;)residenl of Cox Cdbie :
put the joint venture's ‘‘philosophy™
virtually the same terms: 10 look Ioward
the long-term objective of interactive two-
way systems with data capability. But



