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OUTLINE OF RESEARCH ON RELIGION AND TELEVISION

The callabération hetween research teams from The Annenberg
S;huul of Communications aﬁd the Gallup Grgénization has resulted
iﬁ a revised plan of research, a synthesis of the_driginal:
ﬁepafate pfnpoéalﬁi This research plan draws on.the stfengthﬁ of
each ﬁfganizatiﬁn and veflects the most important centributions
of the earlier.prnpaﬁais. Readers are ﬁifected fo those sarlier
documents-?ﬁr more cumplete literatuvé reviews. and'éxtenﬁive
dlsCUﬁﬁlnns of cancaptual JU”tlFlLﬁtlQﬂS.UﬂﬂETlglﬂg the
theoretlcdl and methnduluglcal approacheas.

This rev1sed statement-oF_directian describes'whiﬁh aspects

af ths two eavll

'y

™
H

p“”pesalﬁ will "be conducted by ouv joint.

~endeavor, and presents & timetable for the research.

Overview

The vevised study of Religion ahd'Talévisiun'mill consist of
(1)_content’anélgsi§ of natioqal.and lacal raligiaus programs in
émejcifiE§; Atlanta and Philaﬁelphia, canducted by researchers at
Thé.énnenberg School of Cﬂmmunicatians..(gi in*depth local
éurvgga of viewers #nd'nun"viéueré o? raligﬁmus_pvﬁgrams'in
Atlanta and Philadélﬁhia. also 5g researcherﬁ at The Annenberg
Schdml, and (3) a nafxonal surveq of viewers and non-viewers of
vellgzaus programs annductea bg The Gallup Urganxzatxon These

studies will ba fully rnterrelated and'lﬁterconnected. and will
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be-anélgzed within the fnntext bF the ins£itutianai-§£ructures gf.
the various Braédtaétinﬁ'ﬂrganizatiuns invalved. The contenf
anaigsis will reveal the stable and ?ecurreng thea;cgical and
Eideaiogical Framéworks of various.clasées.of religious programs,
and their imagés, values, themés. and appeals. The sUﬁVegs will
relate these mezsagea:ta audience Qieming pattefnﬁ; the uses and
?ungtions of religiﬂué vie@ingf and ifs conseaquences én chal
church involvement, social netgprks.:pavsonal religious

intensity., and.a wide yariet%fgeneral and religiquglcrientations

- and behaviors.

Content Analusis; The content analysis phase ot the

ressarch will anslyze approyimately 1135 hours of religigﬁé_
television programming, represenfing abnut{BO indiv@dual pvagfams
Evuadcast each week in Atlanta and Philadéiphia. These two
cities were? chosen for the vange of programs thgg offer, their
dempgraphic diveraitg{ and the relative economy and sase of
‘videotaping the samples. & tegtativa lisf-of the ﬁrogréms
appearing in each_(and both}) of fhe research sites is attached:;
weékwta—week changes-ih the's;hedulaﬁ aﬁ.both cities may lead to
stight di%ﬁévencés._ )

.Ouf plaﬁ is tovtape and‘analgﬁe:two_weeks of the (nationallq
sgﬁdicéted)-prqgramé whi#h abpeav in bofh.cities, and one weel of
the pfngrams’which appear only in'Philadelphia and ane week of
the programs which appear only in Atlénta. |

The content gralysis instrUment is designed to provide
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reliable, objective data on thé aggregaté, Qnderlgiﬁg religious
themes énd patterns which'mag be expected to cultivate audience
pe;ceptions and‘actiaﬂﬁ. Results from classes of progrémming.
rather #han.indiyidual'programs or episodes, will be analyzed and
reported. Modificationé aﬁdrsuggesficﬁs of the Design Team'will
be incorporated in the énding instruéent presentad in the
'driginal.pfdposal of The Annenbery Schabl_oF Communicgtiaqs.
“This instrument will be pilot tested on ften or more pfogvams.,
Once this instrument has been finalizad, Qe mill hire a
staff af about 12-14 coders. Coders will be divided inta
Taﬁdomlu'assigned coding teams of two egach and will undevrgo 3 fo
4 waéks of extensive training. in all coding (fraining p?ogfams
_aﬁd fhé sample.pvograms).cndevs will he abla.tq:QieQ the
- wvideptape as often as fhey wish and will tﬁrn in a single coding
fnrm. A subsaﬁple af the prﬁg?ams in géch samp1e will be coded
iﬁdépendent;g'bg two coder-pairvrs fto provide doghl.—:gded data‘?or
réliabilifg.assessment.

lLocal Burveys. Follbwing preliminary analysis of the data

ffrbm the message ﬂgétem analysis, surveg'instruments gill bé
developed which reflect content findings. Ihﬂaepth telephoﬁe
surveys of 750 viemérs o# reiigious prograﬁs.and 900 non-viewers
of religioﬁa programs will be conductedqin both Atlanta and
Philédelphia.. This will.gield a sample of 1500'respdndents who;
view reiigioué]programs and 1000 th do not. The intarviews will

“last 15—20.minutesr




Page-

Thé interview schedule used in the lécal survegs mili be
developed in cqﬁsultatiﬁn with the Deéign Team.  I% will #follow
the draft questibﬁs in both propasalé and thé theoretical goals
of the study. Arbitron will draw the sampleé from their
sxtensive viewer diary archi?es an& collect these-data.
Avbitvqn’s samples of respendents in Philadelphia and Atlanta
will be divided into those who do and those who do not wa?:h
religious programs accerding to critefia determined by the
researchers and the ﬁesign.Teém. Representative random éampies
will be drawn from tﬁese data.baées. These.ﬁurveqs will provide
in;depth assessmeﬁts gf the ﬁature and Functians-dﬁ religious
.televisian in the.fwa citiaa: as velafed'tn any variations in
their programming, and &ocum@nt the.general étabilitg of

religious viewing patterns over time.

Natiohgl.ﬁurveq. A ﬁatiunal pev%anal interview survey will
be administered by the Gallup Organization., as part of two
sgccessive Omnibus sﬁrVeqs. The interview schedule will include
30 QUestioés in addition to demographics. The sample will

inﬁlude an estimated 200 viewers and 1100 non-viewers of

religious programs.

The data from all surveys will be compiled and analyzred in
congjunction with content data. an&_a ﬁepurt will be issued by

Januvary 31. 1?94.

4



Page 5

Diffarences $rom Earlier Proposals

This combined approach offers aavantégeﬁ aover either earlier
.pfaposal. Among these strengths is the combination of in—depth
surveys with message analyses in two local markéta. and fthe use
of aﬁ abbreviated national survey instrument that will amplify
felevénf aspecté of the local studies. Coﬁduﬁting the cunﬁent
analeis'in tmo markets necessitates a veductian in the overall
size of the samplés coded, but providaéla much broader Tange of
prggramming} particuiavlg local programming. This broader
o?efall view of pfogramming in two cities, taﬁbiﬁed with the
Cin-depth audience-éurvega in thoss sites will gréétlg impfava the
qualiﬁg{ valueg, and raﬁge of data- gathered.

Coordination

Thé Degign Team appointed by thEVCammittee on Religious
‘Broadcasting Researchrmill be of particular help iﬁ the inital
stages of ﬁ;ogfam sampling and ;n the devalopment of E£he éontent.
anﬁ syrvey instruments.

e have ﬁrepa?ed a memorandum (aftached)_regafding_the
schedule aF'paqmeﬁtﬁ reqﬁireq by the Univeraitg, énd'the séhedule

of_pagﬁenté proposed by the Gallup Organization.



The Timetable
June, 1982
dqlquéeptember, 1982

August*Se#Eember:.i?BQ

September—December, 1982

January-February. 1?83
March, 1983 '

. April 15, 1983

April-May, 1983

- June-December, 1983

January 31, I?B#

- Page

Preparation and planning
Taping of pragrvam samples_
Message analysis ins%ruhent
preparation, pilot festing,

and coder hiring and training

Collection of Message Data
(Coding)

Initial Analyses of Message Data

'deal Surveys Administered

Mational Survey Instrument
Preparad’

National Survey Administered

Analysis of All Data and
Writing of Final Report

Submission of Final Report
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