January. 16, 1985

Gene P. Mater, Vice President =

Administration snd Policy

CBG Worldwide Enterprises

CBS/Broadeast Growp -

. CBS Inc., 51 West 52 Street
New York, NY 10019

Dear Jean:

_ _;ih#aivym§9fef“§oar lézﬁer pf'Jan&ary 18 and ¢angratﬁlatiO§s_:o your
"new life.” I have read about it and hope you will be happy for know
you will bhe very busy with your new responsibilities, - : '

. We are pleasad that John Eger has éeagpﬁeé~euﬁfiﬂvizaﬁian to contri- -
bute to the Journal of Commmunication, and look forward to .receiving his ,
artiele, o Rt . e

- I see that in the last analysis you could not resist the temptation
to comment on television and vioclence, so neither can I. We never said

~ that television has made viewers fearful; our (and many other researchers')
~data show that regular viewing contributes to viewers' conceptions of @
~reality, including that of the hazards of life. So regardless of the )
absolute level of fear in any group, the difference between light viewers
and heavy viewsrs in that group is significant, ~Among white New Yorkers,

-~ for example, where the general level of fear is high, the heavy viewers

(controlling fbr-all'démégraphigS)-is-still-higher._:-

: I am enclosing a recent statement of our position in which you may

be interested. I think it is 2 fair, full, and well supported position..
See especially figure 2 (at the end) that shows how our index of insecurity
rises with viewing in nearly every group of white viewers. 1t also shows
that among non-whites, where insecurity is much higher, television viewing
seems to have the opposite effect. That means that even the "mean world"
of television seems séfer-than-their‘wurlal That is what we called “main-
streaming,"” explained in this article. It is too bad that most network -
people only read news reports of our studies but not the studies themselves.

. At anﬁ rate, it was nice to hear from you'and if you have any comments
on our article, please let me know, : . :
| Yith best regar&s,

Sincerely yours,

-_Geérge_éerﬁner. -
Professor of Communications
and Dean



CBS/BROADCAST
GROUP

CES Inc., 51 West 52 Street
New York, New York 10019
{212) 975-5416

Telex 662101

Gene P, Mater, Vice President
Adrministration and Policy
CBG Worldwide Enterprises

Dear George; ' January 8, 1985

In celebration of my new 1life, I am not writing about the
~influence of televigion, about viclence, about any related
subject. ’

Instead, I am responding to your recent letter to John M.
Eger, Senlor Vice President, Worldwide Enterprises, inviting
him to contribute an article to the Journal of Commnication.
John 1s traveling at this time, but he asked me to inform
you that he is pleased to accept your invitation to write
an articie for the spring issue, as outlined in your letter,

Cordially,

Dr. George Gerbner
Editor
Journal of Cammunication
The Armenhberg School
of Cammmnications
University of Pennsylvania
3620 Walnut Street C5
Philadelphia, Pernsylvania 19104

ce Mr. John M. Eger

CBS/Broadcast Group: CBS Television Network,
CBS Ententainment, CBS Sports, CBS News, CBS Television Stations, CBS Radio,
CBS Theatrical Films, CBS Operations and Engineering



New York Times - Tuesday, January 8, 19841

"By JOYCE PURNICK

Mayor Koch proposed yesterday that
many older, stmaller apartment build-
ings be required to have intercoms and
locked front doors, making the build-
ings more secure. He said he would in-
crease the nursber of city housing in-
spectors to ‘make 'sure all security
measures were enforced.. o

In a day of announcements focused
on crime, the Mayor also repeated his
support for several measures he has
recommended without success before,
saying he hoped to use the recent shoot-
ings of ‘four youths on an IRT subway
train as a catalyst for improving the
criminal-justice system. , .

*Clarion of Alarm’

"“We want to sound the clarion of
alarm and focus all of the energy, at-

- tention, anger and frustration into get- | |

' ting changes,” the Mayor said. He was
afluding to the subway case and Bern.
hard Hugo Goetz, the 37-year-old New
Yorker who has become a hero to many
people in and ont of the city since tell-

ing the police that he shot the four |

youths after they harassed him :
-asked him for money.

Atone news conference, and then at &
second, Mr. Koch made these pro-
posals: ) N

9Requiring the installation of inter-
com systems and locked front doors in
buildings with
more. . -

GAdding 50 ha

A bousing inspectors to the
_ force of 450, 4t a cost of $2.2
e IR

eight apartments or| |

Koch Ur_geé Better Securdy for Apaftmeﬁf Ho&ées’: -

GHiring 3,000 police officers in the

’nexttwoyears,imteadofinthree

years, as he proposed earlier. -
9Establishing special transit. sec-.
tions in all ¢riminal courts, a8 he has
proposed in the past. . -
The housing proposal resultted from &
study by the staff.of Manhatten Bor-
ough President Andrew J. Stein that
found a third of the.400 apartment
buildings they studied in Manhattan
had ‘security violations of some kind'

The Mayor is asking the City Council .

to require the intercems and the locked
entry doors in all buildings with eight
or.more apartments. The city now re.
quires locked entry doors in.all apart-
ment buildings buiit after 1968, and in-
tercom systems in.all bujldings with
eight or more units built after 1968, -
Mr. Koch said he would seek Council
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February 8, 1983

Gene P. Mater, Vice President
Administration and Policy

CBG Worldwide Enterprises
CBS/Broadcast Group

CBS Inc., 51 West 32nd Street
New York, NY 1001% '

Dear Gene:

Thank you for your letter of January 29 and & re~statement of your

~ position., I am amused how those who seem to have a2 vested interest in not

accepting certain facts can also misconstrue the isspe involved. We
have never contended that heavy viewing results in high level of fear; B
we observed the correlations between the two. The cause-and-effect "dis-
agreement" has always been a red herring., In cultural masters the supply
~determines the demand. People. ap.in a certain ciulture; with.a
certain level of television vi“ #tc. ;. are dependent both-on:that
diet and the views of;che ld it tends to cultivate. The systematic
co-occurence Gf ted ‘to styles of life in which both tele-
vision and- realw_ vs.;pvay,imgﬁr&anz“roles, is -the basie findzng.

T If two New Yorkers live in the sam@1blnckww§ma¢exyesed £o the -same:
real-world hagards, and are the same income,-educ ,anal “and social
leval, but one waaches mnre teievi ien,wwﬂ_;,ﬁ_f her, the heavy viewer
5 B n confirmed in many

he world. Cauaation

3 100, ta three-legged steolg
! ,Lany one leg “"causes™ the stool to stand up.
: 'ong all the factors that is necessary to maintain a
£ ‘any cne 1s missing, the syndrome (or stool) collapses. So it
is futile for the Rifle Association, for example, to claim that ‘people, not
guns kill ‘other paaple._ If the other side of the equation (guns) is not
present, the correlation cannot exist.. That is why the cause~and-effect
"argumﬁﬁt is a red herring¢ : N

Anyway, this is an intellectual argument which by no means limits me from
'sending best psrsonal ragards. I am also passing on your- regg:ds to Larry Gross.

Sincerely yours,

George Gerbner _
Professcr of Communications - _



CBS/BROADCAST
GROUP

GBS Inc., 51 West 52 Straet
New York, New York 10019
(212) 975-5416

Telex 662101

Gene P Mater, Vice President
Administration and Policy
CBG Worldwide Enterprises

Dear George; January 29, 1685

Thank you for your Jaruary 16 letter and for the paper re-stating
your position. As mentioned in my January 8 letter, the discus-
siong about the influence of television are no 1onger in my port-
folio. However, I apparently brought this on myself by inecluding
an item from the Times with a note. Therefore, let me offer the
following brief comments about that aspect of ocur exchange.

You argue that "Among white New Yorkers, where the general level
of fear is high, the heavy viewers...is still higher." In essence,
you have contended that the high level of viewing results in a high
general level of fear, because television misrepresents soclety.
- And T would argue with equal conviction that because those New
“Yorkers have a well-founded fear of crime in the e¢ity, they stay
home and watch more television than residents of safer communities.
I work but do not live in New York, George; damned if T would walk
these mean streets at night. Indeed, if' I lived here, I, too,
probably. would watch more television than I do in the relative
safety of Morristown, N.J. We have a fundamental cause-and-effect
disagreement. '

I have read through your paper titled Living With Television: ‘The
Dynamics of the Cultivation Process. As one who had difficulty
-accepting your basic approaches to the issues of television and
soclety, I must say that this latest document has not altered my
opinion. Nonetheless, I am sharing your paper with my friends in
social research who will read it with a more scientific approach
than T can offer.

Pleage glive my regards-tb Larry Gross.

Cordially,

Dr., George Gerbner

Professor of Communlcatlons

and Dean

The Annenberg - School of Communlcatlons
University of Pennsylvania

3620 Walnut Street C5

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

CBS/Broadcast Group: CBS Television Network, .
CBS Entertainment, CBS Sports, CBS News, GBS Television Stations, CBS Radio,
CBS Theatrical Films, CBS Operations and Engineering



