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George Gerbner
234 Golf View Road
Ardmore, PA 19003

Dear Mr. Gerbner:

It was goo /to talk with you the other day, and I look forward to our meeting
next mo t In the meantime, I am enclosing some materials about the Open
Soc1e1;/ Infstitute.
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glamar he@sorosny.org, 7/24/97 11:13 AM Re: Death and dying on television

To, glamarchelsorosny. oryg

From: Georgs Gerbnern ﬁGGerbner@pobox.asc,upenn*edu>
subject: Re: Death and dving on television

Ces

Bog:

E-aAttachments:

Deayr Gara -

I enjoyed meeting you and Catherine (please give her my regards), and look forward to
future eollaboration. X am off rto Cleveland and will be back ¥riday night.

Meanwhile, let me nots that we discussed two specific projects.

1. the formation of a legal committee to explore the feasibility of a Consitutional
challenge to media monopolization. (I have sent out letters to some 25 of my most
~likely. contacts for such a-eommittes, asking for-their response to the idea and to a
mesting late August or sarly September.) :

Z. Convening as national/internatiopal strategic planning conference to explore and
publicize the diversity and other equity implications of the coming of
digitalization. As the recipient of the Bell-atlantie Chalr at Temple university, I
agreed to organize teo raise funds for such a Lcnference, probably nnder Temple
co-sponsorship, although that is negotiable.

Both of these projects need fuﬁdlng, Ballpark figures are $100,000 for the first and
360,000 for the seﬁmnd

One other need is to fund the basic Cultural Indicateoprs project that monitors
prime-time tv drama on an annual basis, and from which most of our reports are

derived. The cost of that is $1§ﬂ 000 per vear.

Please let me know if a formal proposal is peeded and what format that shonld take,
&ny other advige is velcome.

As to death and dyving, I canmnct locate the final document at the moment, and have

sent a message to our database manager {(whoe now lives in Istapbul -~ with e-mail,
#te. thers are no diztances any more!) to logats the document, should mora
information be needed (please let me know). . In the meantime, I oan share with you

these data from my own databaas:

On Death and Dyving on ¥Y

Everybody must die, right? Wrong. In the stories we tell, deatk is a fate
of symbolic significance bestowed upon the few who deserve it. It can designating
martyrs, tragic herces and other victims of injustice, or villains aad other vietims
of justice, or just plain victims. '

In the Table below, inv == involved

v == viclence/vicitim ratic, i.e. for every viclent character,
how many vigtims :

kk == killer/killed ratio

PRIME TIME VICLENCE,DEATH ARD DYING,MAJOR CHARACTERS, BY GENDER

135791 1867-70 1871-75 1976-B0 198185 1986-91

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@poebox.ase upenn. edu>



gﬁmarcﬁe@Sﬁmsn}’.&rg,?ﬁ%!ﬁ’? 11:13 AM Re:

Death and dying on television

Totals
Males {3464)

inv. % 60
vicls 47
wict% 51
kills i1
killeds 5
vy -1.08
kk 2.18
Fem.  {1632)
inv.% gz
violk 2B
¢ictd 32
.2111% ...4. .
killeds 3
vy —1.15
kk 1.862

More to come,

Senrge

(506)

42
26
3z

~-1.21

i.00.

(184)

{891

50
50
51

37
21
29

o H

-1.38

(347)

1.21

(839)
50

49
50

-1.11

S 2.11

sy

(7133

50
44
54

8
%

-1.0%

1.8

4z
29
34

“:a :

-1.18

if interestad. please let me know,

(515)

55
42

. 44

9
4

-1.904

2.33

(376)

42
31
31

_“5i
3

—-1.01

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@ pebox.asc.upenn.edi>
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nejo@philadelphiaiibertynet.org,7/27/97 10:15% PM,Re: Soros {death} coming v

To: nejofphiladelphia. libertvnet.org
From: George Gerbner <GGerbierd@pobox.asc,upenn.edu>
Sukject: Re: Boros (death) coming up
Ca:
Bog:
X-httschments:
>Locks good. Comments in caps.
The following stuff will be included:
DPEATH/DYING as theme in
prime tims {(oumulative and last two vears)
popular movies
.musgic videos
talk shows
nikslodeon
CHARACTERS WHO DIE in prime tims (oumulative overall %s)
alpe more specific info comparing dead with others
from the last two ye=ars. ¥YDOU MEAN DIE V8. HOT DIE ?
including:
Bemography of dying in prime time
Fate (success/failuare and hero/villain) ALSO AS ABOVE?

Let me know if you want ssméthing mores specific included. The above stuif Is very
rich and informative though. WHAT DO WE HAVE ON CAUSE OF DEATH, TREATMEHRT?

T=ll the Zoros people also that we can do an analysis of death/dying in tv news
{(19268-present). I am neoit able to include any sample here, becauwss 1t should be done
on & properly planned sample - “death® is way too fraguent in the news, and the
Vapderbilt's ocnline search engine dossn't work very efficiently when that iz the
cage. OK ‘

Hejat

¥.8. 8Blcocan {Science) draft is still in progress. Remember that we just did some
thoreough re-coding of some kind for 3 of the 4 recent samples (I had CC'ed you the
message I sent to Brisn sbout that) —- which improved the useable data greatly as I
aypactad. OK

Printed for George Gerbper <GGerbner@pobox. asc.upenn.edu>



. nejo@phiiadeiphia.libertynet.org,7/28/97 2 ARM Re: Seros { {ieaﬁ!} coming up

Mime-Varsion: 1.0

Date: Mom, 28 Jul 1997 05:54:47 +0200

To: Beorge Serbnar <GGerbperfipobox.asc.upenn.edu>
From: nejolphiladelphia.libertynst.org

subject: Re: Scoros (death) coming up

My responses in kold blue.

>Looks good. Comments in caps.
The fallowing stuff will be Iincluded:

BEAEH;‘BEI@:G as thnme in :
prime time {cumulative and last two vears)
popular movies
miasic videoa
talk shovws

o o pikeltodecn

CHARACTERSE WHO PIE lv prime time (cumulative overall %s)
' - a&lgc more specific info comparing dead with othesys
from the last two years. YOU MEAN DIE VS, HOT DIE ?
FTEE. &8 Balow.

including:
bemoagraphy of dyving in prime t;me

Fate (success/failure and hero/villain) ALSC AS ABOVEY

tet me know if you want something more specific included. The'ahove stuff
rich and informative though. WHAT DO WE HAVE ON CAUSE OF DEATH, 'TREATMENT"

is wvery
W have

nething o5 oause of d=2a%th &z zush. Bowever, we &5 kEnow that moszt o2f dazth
ig due o visliense. We osn szizo look &t fliness-dsath conmectisn:. ¥Ho infs

i

S5 wi‘ﬁ&t&'@ﬁ'y* L R vs‘;‘i‘i
diffesventiste betwesn das
F

5 =
B due to wigclencos and fsath dus o i
de Enew absut suicidse =

realised that our imnstrument doss nat
Ltimens. HWe

Tell ths Soros people also tha t we can do an analysms of death/dyving in tv news
FIOAR.  nraaont y T am not shle to include any samols 'h:.a.‘um ammanan it shoold e
{le8gpresenty. *E ghle toe include any sample here, begana 14 e
done on a properly planned sample - "death® is way too fregquemt in the news, and

the Vanderbilt's online seaxch engine dossun't work very effidiently when that is

the cas=. O

Netat

#.8. 8loan (Bciencs) draft is still in progress. Remember that we just did

some thorongh re-coding of some kind for 3 of the 4 recent samples (I h

ad OO ed

you the message I sgent to Brian about that) —- which improved the useable data

greatly as I swxpeobed, 0K

Ganrge Gerbner
Home phone and fax:810 642 3061

A

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox. asc, upenn.edu>



glamarche@sorosny.org,8/7/97 5:26 AM,Re: Prospects

From: glamarche@sorosny.org

Date: Thu, 07 Aug 97 00:26:01 EST

To: George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox.asc.upenn.edu>
Subject: Re: Prospects

George:
I'm about to go off on vacation, but I guess I would say that death,
drugs and crime (if that doesn't sound too lurid) would be our

pricrities, in terms of seeing how they are treated on TV.

I've asked my assistant to send you more information omn these
programs. :

Gara

Reply Separator

Subject: Prospects 7 _
Author: George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox.asc.upenn.edia> at Internet-Gateway
Date: 7/31/97 10:56 PM

Dear Gara;

Back f;ﬁm Chicage where I was a speaker at the Associvation for Education
in Journalism Convention.

Enjoyed?our meeting, and thanks for your -interest.

Will ké%p you posted on the legal committee, just being formed.

On digitalization conference: planning committee will meet late August or
early September, I agree that we should plan for a maticnal conference
first. Will send prospectus when developed -- probably mid or late August.
Update on Death on TV will come in a week or two.

Can you tell me a little more about program and crime, immigration, etc.?
Any major social issue is of interest to us from the point of view of how
it is treated on television drama and news. Would appreciate your own
sense of priorities in terms of mutual interest and ocur capabilities.
George

George Gerbner
Home phone and fax:610 642 3061

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox.asc.upenn.edu>



neis@iibertynet.org, 8/10/97 12:86 AM,Soros

Po: pejoflibertynet.orng
From: George Gerbner <@Gsrbuerfpobox.asc.upensn.edu>
Subiect: SBoros
Cas
Boers
A-Attachments:
Heiatbs

Herse'e messags from Sovos people.

Am pulling together Death drafts, tables, etc. but not sending - justy to see what we
have.

He should make a proposal on all three sabiecta.

Plesge check what we have. what we can do, and send me s draft—of a propogals

From: glamarchefscrosny.crg

Date: Thu, 07 Aug 97 00:26:01 EST

To: George Gerbner <GCerbner@pobox.asc.upenn.edu>
Subject: Re: Prospects

GRcrga:

I'm about te go off on vacation, but I guess I would say that death,
drugs and crime (if that dossn't sound too lurid) wonld be our
pricrities, in terms of sseing how they are treated on TV.

I've asked my assistant to send you more information on these
programs.

Gara

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner @ pebox. ase upenn. edu>



nejo@philadelphia.iibertynet. m’g,gf 15/97 5:37 AM,Re: Sores

“Mime-version: 1.0

. Date: Mom, 11 Aug 1937 07:37:19 +0200

Tor Secrge Serbner <gGerbnerfpobox.asc.upenn.edu>
From: nejolphiladeliphia. libertvnet. orq

subjeat: Re: Soros

Dr. Gexbner: "death, drugs, crime® sounds excellent (lurid and
alll). I had no idea that the Soros people were interested in
drugs and orime, thersfore did not even touch those two concepts
i the sumsary draft I sent you. But, that draft is perbaps even
better than something that will cover evervthing they want. This
way it may create more interest for the missing parts. To repeat,
the draft you have contains all the basic {cumulative and current)
data on death in general and killing/violsnt dying in particular.

— —— - In prepaviag the propessl for Soros, it would ke -good to know =
' whether they would be interssted in participating in the funding
of the work on upcoming samplss OR iust an analysis of the
existing data,

We Go have ample data to do a full report. Bul, we could add one
or twe good items that captures some of the info regarding cause
of desth and some aspscts of crime. For instance, T realized that
it is not posgible to distinguish death-csnsed-by-iliness from
other types of death with our instrument. (I am not even sure
whether we are ooding such deaths at all - acoording to our
imstrument, we don't seem to be even ooding it - sounds
unbelisvable, neo?l)

Bejat

FHetat:
-

P

>Here's message from Soros people.
=

P

>hm puiling together Death drafts, tables, sto, but act sending - just to
>gee whalt we have. .

o
-~

>We should make a proposal on all three subjects
> _ _ .
>Pleass check what we have, what we can do, apd send me a draft of a
proposal, budget suggestion (1temlzed in as much detall as you can make i)
>I have not yet received the infe fzom the assiatant. g

g

=

»From: glamarcheflisorosny.org

»pate: Thu, O7 Aug &7 (00:24:01 EBT

»To: George Serbuer <Glsrbner@pobox.asc.upenn.adu>
=gubject: Re: Progpecis

o
> . Gaorge:

. :

- . .

- I'm about to go off on vadation, but I guess I would say that death,
= drugs and orime (if that dossn’'t sound too lurid) would bs our

> prioritiss, in terms of sseing how they are treated on IV.

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox.ase.upenn,.edu>



nejo@philadelphia.libertynet.org, 8/11/97 5:37 AM,Re: Saros 2
\) j
> I've asked my assigtant to send vou more information on these
= programs. #
> - —
: Y w ' .
:, | L /P A
> Y aad A V&LL L

>Eeorge Gerbn@r

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox.ase.upenn.edu> 2



< —
To: nejefphiladelphia. libertynet, ory

From: Georgs Gerbner <Gferbmnerfpobox.asc.upsnn.sdu>
Subject: Re: Boros

Co:

Boo:

X-attachments;

nejo@philadelphia.libertynet.org/8/15/97 22:33 AM,Re: Soros

Hedjat:

Please send me draft proposal to Sores on drugs and crime (not same as viclencej.
Ivclude whatever you think we should do, add to existing data and instrument, new
gsample, ete. g

s
Dp. Gevbner: “death, drugs, crime” sounds excellent (lurid and allly, I had no idsa
that the Boros pecple were interested in drugs and c¢rime, therefors did not even
touch these twe concepts in the summary draft I sent you. But, that draft is perhaps
even better than something that will cover everything they want., This way it may
create more interest for the miss sing parts. To repeat,. the draft you have contains
all the basic (cumulative and current) data on death in general and killing/violent

" dying in particular.

In preparing the proposal for soros, it would be good to know
whether they would be interested in participsting in ths funding
of the work on upcomiong samples OR just an analysis of the
existing data.

We do have ample data to do a full repori. But, we could add one
or two good items that captuves some of the info rsgarding cause
of death and some aspscts of oxime. For instance, I realized that
it is pot possible te distinguish desth-caunsed-hy-illness from
other types of desth with our instrument. (I am not aven sure
‘whether we are moding such deaths at all - according to onr
‘ipstrument, we don't =eam to be even coding it - sounds
unbelisvable, no?i}

Hasvat
Haa

>Nejatb:

>

»Here’s message from Soros people.

-

»Am pulling together Death drafts, tables, =stc. but not sending - just o
»gee what we have. :

> : _ _
>We should make a propesal on all three subjects.
" ‘ .

>Please check what we have, what we can do, and send e a draft of a
>proposal, budget suggestion {(itemized in as much detail as you can make ity
>I have not yet received the info from the assistant. o

o

> .

>From: glamarchefsorosny.org

>pate:r Thu, 67 Aug 97 60:26:01 BeT

>To: George Gerbrer <GGerbnerfpchox.asc.upson. edu>

Printed for George Gerbper <GGerbner @pobox.asc.upenn,edu>



y

‘nejo@philadelphia.libertynet.org,8/15/97 12:33 AM,Re: Soros

>subiect: Re: Prospacts

>

> Georgs:

pg

e

> I'm about to go off on vacation, but I guess I would say that death,
> drugs and orims (if that doésn't sound too lurid) would bs our
> - priorities, in terms of seeing how they are treated on TV,

.y . . . .

> I've asked my assistant to send vou more information on these
> Programs.

}

> Gara

>

>

>George Gerbner
A e T - —

Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbuner®pobox.ase.upenn.edu>



Joe Marx,8/18/97 10:42 PM,Ansvers 3
Dh, wz a 5\ cooly underwhoimed.
W %/j r '
Printed for George Gerbner <GGerbner@pobox.asc.upenn.edu> 3



uejo@philadelphia liberiynet.org,8/28/97 6:18 AM, Diversity Index and other thi

Mime-Vergion: 1.0

Date:

Thu, 28 aug 1927 D2:;18:18 +0200

To: GGsrbnerfpobox. asnc.upann.edu
From: nedofphiladelphia. libertynet.org
subject: Diversity Index avd other things

DIVERSITY INDEY WORE.

Attached Word file (& sid % L5.27.58%) is self
explanatory. Contains twc charts* One is the updated diversity
index, the other represents both the index bars and "Fate bars®
together. Print it., Let me know what slse you might want to take
on today's sxcursion ho N¥YC.

FPINANCIAL REPORT TD RWEY.
Let me not start on that. The most unbelisvable mess -~ basically

- bebbie Is responsible from things going haywire {bwt then -again - —

she found the mess left by Lot}, but Sheils is responsible from
not aestablishing a simple, mesningful system. Sheila is also
responsible for making a very very uwnflexibly itemized budget for
CI. I will try to finalize it together with Kate today. '

The good resnlt from this mess is that I had to d=al with the
nitty gritties of the ledger and I am developing a lot simpler
system of entering transactions - with both reporting and budget
management in mind., {The problem with Sh=ila‘s work was that she
4id both in puarely esoteric, ann-re-traceabls ways - 1.2, no svstem

SOROE PROPOBAL.

T studisd the "model proposal’ thoroughly and identified the
*modnular® ssctions that could go ipnto any proposal with slight
change ¢of apssific refersnces and toepics. I zlse marked the spets
that S80R0S-specific stuff shonld go. Should be ready soon when the
RWI fluavncial report is out of my hands.

By the way, I assume you have seen the cover of this week's TImp
magazine., It is about Sorocs, the man and his monesy. After reading
that, I aawmaaa to hike up the total we ask from 120 fo 150,000!
SLOAY (SCIERCE) REPORT,

This is getting to be embarrass;ng“ Wlll gomplets it in no time,
what can I say...

Hejat

i

rinted for George Gerboer <GGerbner@pobox.asc upenn.edu>
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