"Cultural Indlcators

R The study was comm15510ned by the Turner Broadcastlng :
: System and conducted by the Cultural Indicators (CI) research

“team at The Annenberg School for’ Communication, University of .

._-Pennsylvanla €I is. an. ongoing pro;ect and data base that
‘reldtes: recurrent: Features of the world of telev151on to "

" viewer conceptions of reality. At the time of -this report,-

o _1ts cumulatlve computer: archtves contained observatlons on.
-2, 816 programs and 34, 882 characters coded accord1ng to-many

'”"'themat1c demograph1c and act1on categorles

The a research began in 1967 68 W1th a study for the

- ;Nat10n01 Comm1551on on the Causes and Preventton of Vlolence

:-‘It continued under the sponsorsh1p of the Surgeon: General_s
-ufSc1ent1F1c Advisory Committee on Te1ev1szon and Social '
“Behavior, the National Institute of Mental Health, The Whlte !

hf*House 0ff1ce of- Telecommun1cat10ns Polxcy, ‘the Amer1can L

fMedlcaI Assoc1at1on ‘the Administration on Aging, the -
-;*Natlonal Science Foundatlon, the W.. -Alton. Jones- Foundatlon

. _the Hoso Burka Foundation of Japan, the Screen Actors' Gu11d
S the American Federation of Television and Radio-Artists, the.
-+ National Cable Television Association, the U.S. Comm1551on on .

;hVC1v11 Rights, the Office of Substance Abuse Prevention and,
- the Center for Substance Abuse Prevent1on of the U. S Publlc
_‘Health Serv1ce ‘and: other organlzatlons . . oo

“ The V101ence Index is an on901ng act1v1ty of the CI
) reseqrch prOJect - Co- pr1nc1pa1 1nvestlgators in: var1ous

" studies of the CI: prOJect have been  Professors. Larry Gross,

_'Un1vers1ty of- Pennsylvan1a Michael ‘Morgan, University of
" Massachusetts; and. Nancy Slgnortelll, University of" Delaware

"'LIn addition. to violence, past reports have focused on . =

' Vte1ev151on $ contrtbutions ‘to. images of women and. minorities;

' sex-role stereotypes occupat1ons political orientation;

'aglng, d1sab111ty, ‘mental illness; school -achievement . and

P aspirations; health- related: issues’ such as safety, nutr1t10n

- and medicine; science: and SCIEHtlStS Fam11y Tlife; re1191on
" .adoption, and oother issues. It has- also. been. extended to .
. comparative studles of: telev1510n content .and effects'in

".several countries.. For. recent findings -on- ‘violence see ff.'

.hfi"Telev1s1on V101ence Profile; the Turn1ng P01nt" (Gerbner '
atMorgan and Slgnorlelll, 1994) e :




