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. -Invﬂahonal Conference to Convene ai' Webster Unlversﬂ'y

On March 15 17, 1996 CEM wrlI hold its “Foundmg Conference” in St.-Louis. The Convention is hosted by Webster_
. University and co—sponsored by Webster and other orgamzatrons mcludmg the Children’s Division of the American -
’ Humane Association, the Mmonty Media and Telecommunication Counc11 the Center for Media Educatlon the Center
for the S.tudy of Commercrahsm, Physrcrans for Social Responsibility, and other nat1_ona1 and regronal orgamzatrons.

The Conventron will asemble 250 invited representatives of a broad range ‘of 1ndependent orgamzatrons and
- leading media. activists.and scholars to ratify a People’ s Commumcatron Charter, draft an action program, and set up a.
Coordmatmg Council of organizations to gurde the program: Most of the work of the Convention will be done m
regronal national, and international work sessrons and in task groups representmg a w1de drversrty of interests
mcludmg media education, rehgron creatlve workers in media, independent producers, labor, women’s and mmorlty
' groups youth and senior citizens, and groups concerned ‘with chrldren “viclence, and physrcal and mental health

Whut is :the'Cultural- Environment?

The events Ieadmg up to this Convenuon began in 1991 wrth the foundrng of CEM by George Gerbner an active’
Board of Drrectors and a large advisory group, as an educatlonal non—profrt corporatlon After many years of study,
research and observation, it became clear to many that medra coalesce into a seamless pervasive, and increasingly
centralized, homogenized and. globalized cultural environment that has drifted out of democranc reach. CEM was
" launched in response to ‘this drift. It is commiitted to burlclmg a-coalition of mdependent orgamzanons workrng for
' freedom fairness, diversity and democracy on the cultural-front. CEM believes that these goals can be achieved'
through greater public participation in caltural dec1sron—mak1ng in a variety of specrftc areas, and that rndependent
citizen action can bu1ld appropnate mechamsms for such partlcrpatron : '

ADBUSTERS magazines: published the CEM prospectus under the title “The Second Arnencan Revolutlon ?
PSYCI-IOLOGY TODAY published a summary under the headrng, “Take Back the Culture ” Regronal meetings,
broadcast 1nterv1ews newspaper stories, and lecture tours across the U.S., in Latin America, and overseas keeps _
generaung enthusiastic response. Over 3,000 persons responded by joining, requesting information, and offermg to .
help build the movement. Over 100 orgamzatrons in all reg1ons of the U S Canada, and severai other countries wrote.

_to express interest in affrhatron

CEM confronts the challenge of our time. Scoich patnot Andrew Fletcher once sarcl that whoever teils the stones ofa -
nation need not care who makes its Jaws. That was a'time when stories were st111 hand-crafted, home made commumty~

: mspned T oday, they are the products of a complex mass—productlon and marketmg process



Who tells most of the stories today9 No longer home and community. No' longer parents, schools or church In
. many parts of the wor]cl not even the native country. Our children are bormn into-homes in which the dominant story
tellers are a srna_ll group of global ._conglornerates that have something to sell.

It is 1mpossrble to exaggerate the consequences of that historic shift for human socrahzatron and goverance

- Channels multiply but cornmumcatron technologies converge and media merge. With every merger, staffs shrink and =
creatlve opportunities diminish. Cross~med1a conglomeration reduces cornpetrtron and denies entry to newcomers.

~ Fewer sources fill more outlets more of the time wnth ever more standardrzed fare. Alternatrve perspectrves vanrsh from
| the malnstream ' ‘

"

Other chstortrons of the demaocratic process include.the promotron of practrces that drug, hurt porson and kill

- thousands every day, portrayals that dehumanize and stigmatize; cults of media violence thiat desensrtrze terronze and

brualize; the growrng siege mentalrty of our cities; the drift toward ecologrcal suicide; the silent crumbhng of our
infrastructure; the wrdenrng resource gaps in the rrchest country that already has the most glaring inequalities | in the .
_industrial world; the costly neglect of v1tal mstrtutrons such as publrc educatlon and the aits; and ‘image politics
corruptrng the electoral progess: '

thﬂ is the Movement?

The Cultural Envrronment Movement was born to burld new mechanrsrns of 1ndependent citizen rmtratrve and
parncrpanon in cultural decrsron—makrng That means
‘. Burldmg a broad new coalrtron of orgamzatrons and mdrvrduals comnntted to broademng the
freedom and drversrty of cornrnunlcatron R R o

. Opposing dorn‘ination and working to aboiish existing concentration of ownership and
‘censorship, public or prwate That includes extendrng the freedom of speech and access, to
‘media beyond those who own thern

‘ ,° Seekrng out and cooperatmg wrth cultural hberatron forces of other countnes workrng for the

mtegrrty and mdependence of the1r own decrsron—makmg and agarnst ‘cultural clornmatron and
. .'mvasron :

* Working with journalists, artists, writers, actors, directors, indépendent producers and other
cr_eative workers s'truggling for more«freedorn from marketing for-rnulas-irnpose_d‘ on them.

. Promotrng cntrcal medra awareness and hteracy as a fresh approach toa hberal educatlon on
every level. ‘
. 'Placing culturai‘ policymaking on the sOc_io-politiCaI agenda, :
‘ . The new frontrer for resisting repressron and advancrng toward a just socrety 1s the cultural frontrer CEM works for
the chance of every child to be born into.a cultural enwronment that is reasonabiy free, fair, diverse, and non-
damagmg o ' ‘

'



CO- SPONSORS -_ CEM FOUNDING CONVENTION (drqﬁ)

: Webster Umversny, Conventton Host
Linda Holtzrman, Dept of- Mass Commumcatlon
St. Louis, MO : :

Amerlcan Federation of Televtston and Radto .

‘Artists S
- Pamm Fair, A551stant Executtve D1rector C
Hollywood CA

Amerlcan Humane Assocxatlon Chlldren s
Division.

‘Suzanne Barnard, Director of Commumca‘nons and -

a Pubhc Relations, Englewood CO

: Canadlans Concerned About Vlolence 1n
Entertainment :

- Rose Dyson Chair, Toronto, Canada

. Center for Chﬂdren S Medla
. Cheryl Hirshman, Executtve Director, Boston MA

Center for Ecohteracy

Zencbia Barlow, Executive Dlrector Cratg Crouch ;

Pro;ect Coordmator Berkeley, CA

_ Center for Medla Educatlon _
Jetfrey Chester and Kathryn Montgomery,
Co—cltrec‘tors Washmgton DC -

Center for Media Literacy
* Elizabeth Thoman, Executive D1rector
Los Angeles CA

. Center for the Study of Commercialism
Michael Jacobson, Founding Director
Washington DC

" Citizens for Media theracy :
Wally Bowen Executtve D1rector Ashewl[e NC

Commumcattons Consorttum Media (_lenter
Kathy Bonk, Dlrector Washmgton DC

Computer Professnona.ls for Soc1a1 Responmbthty
" Eric Roberts, President, and Richard Crawford Liaison

L Palo Alto, CA

- Foundation for Deep Ecology ‘
Quincey Tompkins, Executive D1rector _
* San Francisco, CA

Internatlonal Assoc1at10n for Mass
"Communication Research
Hamid Mowlana TAMCR Presndent The Amencan
; Uruvers:ty, \Washmgton DC

' National Sttgma Clearmghouse :

Media ACthIl Network for Astan Americans
Guy Aoli, President, and Dame[ M. Mayeda, Esq ,

Liaison, Los Angeles cA ’

Media Image Coalition _

"Don Bustany, Co pres1dent Los Angeles cA

‘Media Watch USA
' _Ann Stmonton Dtrector ‘Santa Cruz CA

- Minority Medla and Teleconununlcatlons Council

David Homg, Executwe Director, Washmgton DC .

.. Nauonal Counctl of Churches

Joan Campbell, President; Michael Maus, D1rector of
Commumcattons New York NY ‘

r

Jean Arnold and Nora Wemerth Co chatrs )

. New York NY

‘ Nat10nal Telemedla Councﬂ '

Maneh Rowe Executtve Director, Mad1son WI

' : New World _Foundatto_n
" Colin Greer; P-resident New York, NY

_Northlands Storyte]llng Network and Natlonal
. Story League (Central and Western) - ‘

Elatne Wynne and Larry Johnson, _Mtnneapohs,- MN

Philadelphia Lesbian and Gay Task Force

- “Rita Addessa, Executtve Dtrector Phtlactelphta PA

: ‘Phys101ans for Socxal Respons1b1]1ty

Robert Musil, Director of Pohcy and Programs

_ Washmgton DC
- Project Censored :
- Carl Jensen Dxrector Sonoma State Umver51ty '
‘Rohnert Park CA -

o Pubhc Med1a Center

Herbert Chao Gunther Dlrector San Franmsco, CA

. Screen Actors’ Gu11d ,

Sumi Sevilla Haru, ‘President, and thbert Avila,

'Afftrmatlve Action Adm1n1strator Los Angeles CA

: Women S Instltute for Freedom of theé Press -

Donna Allen, Founder, and Martha'Leslie Allen,
Director, Washington DC

' ‘Wrtters Guild of America, West
. Alisoni Gibson, chair,‘and Zara Taylor, Aclmtntstrator

for Diversity, Los Angeles CA



