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CEM cmd WEBSTER UNIVERSITY mvnie you L
" to the- Foundmg Convenhon | .

of the Cultural Envrronment Movement R
MARCH 15-17 1996, in St. l.ou:s, Mlssourl ,_ e

~

Thts personal invitation is addressed o a pnonty ltst of fnends and supporters It is extended on
behalf of Webster Umverszty and CEM to’ the person whose narne appears on: the Regrstratron Form and
to one guest i : B ;

CEM isa nonproﬁt coahtron of mdependent orgamzatrons m every state of the U S, and 57 other.
countrtes on'six continents: It. represents a wrde range of social and cultural concems unrted in worktng

for freedorn farmess drversrty and democracy in medta

Whrle supportmg and cooperatmg with other srrrular 1n1t1at1ves CEM s Foundmg Conventton plays.
a dtstrncttve national and rntemattonal role. It is'an 1nvrtattonal workrng assemhly of delegates prepared to ' -
consider recommendanons for a People S Cornmunrcatron Charter 4 Vxewers Declaratton of - '
. Independence and areas targets and prrontres for actton o

Recommendatrons are prepared by key Conveners pavmg the way for parttcrpatton in Workmg
Groups as well as for deltberatron and. ratrﬁcatton of the results Dtsttngurshed keynote speakers and'
cultural events wxll hrghhght diverse areas of mterest concem and dction. . ' ' '

Ltrmtatrons of ‘space. and fundtng, and the demands of an mtensrve work scheclule make 1t ,
necessary to limit mvrtattons at this tlme 1O those on thrs pnonty ltst Requests for addlttonal mvrtattons
_must be attached to the completed Regtstranon Form and will be consrdered after those on thrs pnonty llSt’

have responded Avarlable spaces wrll be frlled in the order of the date of response .

_ Whtle you are consrdenng your pamcrpatton in the Foundmg Conventton let me relterate our-
message Scotch patnot Andrew Fletcher once sard “If one were permttted to ‘make all the ballads one’
: need not care who should make the laws of a nation.” That was ata time when “ballads”—the myths and - T
" . stories: of a culture—were still hand crafted home—rnade commumty—rnsptred Today, they are the - o

products of a complex mass—productron and marketxng process :

Who tells most of the stories today’ No longer horne and commumty No longer parents schools
or. church In many parts of the world not ¢ even the native country Our chtldren ate born into a’ cultural

contmued on back

The Foumimg Convenhon of the Cultural Enwronment Movementwrll be held at Webster Unwetsny in St loms Mlssoun on Murth 15 17, 19?6 o more information' call 215 387 5303
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' env1ronment whose dommant storytellers are a small group of global conglomerates that have l1ttle to tell

) butagreatdealtosell - IR IR SRR LI ST ER j.\ A
_ ThlS has far—reachmg lmplrcatlons for human socxahzatlon and governance Channels muluply but
- communlcauon technologres converge and media merge Cross-rnedra conglomeratlon reduces '
: competmon and demes entry 10: newcomers Fewer SOUrces frll rnore outlets more of the ttme wrth ever
v more standardrzed fare Alternatrve perspecnves vamsh from the mamstream Meclra coalesce mto a-
seamless pervasrve stereotyped and mcreasmgly homogemzed and globahzed cultural mamstream that

)

o . has drtfted out of democrauc reach

- Other dlstortrons of. the democrahc process mclude the promotron of practrces that pollute drug,
' hurt porson ‘and krll thousands every day, portrayals that E:lehumamze and strgmatrze cults of meclta ‘

wolence that desensmze terrorlze and brutahze stones that polarrze and spur the growmg srege

- mentalrty of our crtles but .ignore the dnft toward ecologrcal su1c1de the sxlent crumblmg of our o R

N mfrastructure and. the wrclenmg gaps i the nchest country that a]ready has the rnost glanng 1nequallt1es E RS

'mthenndustnalworld Dol A IR L

_ The Cultural Env1ronment Movement wis bom to meet the crucral challenge of our tlrne LR
‘ create mechamsms of mdependent citizeny rmtratrve and partxcrpanon in. cultural decss:on makmg We shall
: no longer beg for favors in an-area Where we have consntutlonal nghts human nghts and civil rrghts We

mUSE. moblhze as cmzens as effectlvely as cornmercrals mobrhze us to. act as consurners That means

R o .- Bunldmg a broad coahtlon of orgamzauons and mdrvrduals workmg for a hberatmg alternat1ve o

o the repressrve drrectrons the culture wars” are takmg us B .

o .- Opposmg concentratron and censorshlp, publrc or pnvate and workrng for drversrty of

ownershrp, access, representatxon and perspectrves L R P ST SRS

Se Cooperatmg w1th cultural hberatron forces in other countnes workmg for the 1ntegr1ty and
mdependence of thelr own deersron—makmg ’and agamst global cultural domtnatron o

. .,- Supportmg ]ournahsts artlsts Wnters actors dtrectors and other creattve workers strugglmg
for more freedom from the consuamts and formulas 1rnposed on them o ‘

e Prornotmg crmcal medra awareness as a fresh approach to a lrberal educatron C e
_ B _ The Foundmg Conventlon wrll Iaunch a broad movement toward a trme when ali chrldren wnll be s
- born mto a cultural envrronment that is- reasonably free farr drverse and non—damagmg What berter

5 holrday and New Year s glft for all than to reglster now for thrs lustonc occasron? S




