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A. V1olence Drugs and Alcohol Sex Dep1et1ons and Curse Words m .
. Theatrical Films, 1991-1994.

B Notes to Tables and Figures
Sample: . n ‘ )
907 theatrical films rev1ewed in Entertainment Research Report (The Unbiased Content _
Report for Current Films) by Entertainment Research Group, Inc. at Boca Raton, Florida.

The sample includes reviews in ERR from 1991 1o 1994, excluding 13 reviews from the
year 1990. The 1994 data are incomplete, the issues from October to December being

* unavailable. A comparison of the present sample with one that excludes the Oct-Dec. issues

~of each year suggests no significant difference in relatwe frequenmes of the variable Values
of mterest to the research :

Ta‘ole I - The subcategones under the headmg V1olence ” “drugs,” “sex ’and *vulgar .

- language” represent distinct variables. They are sorted under-each classification from

- highest to lowest percentage of occurrence in the sample (row %). See Figures 1-4 for a-
‘graphic illustration of trends i in portrayals of each variable under each of the main content -

classifications. . : : :

Violent portrayals and use of vulgar language are qu1te prevalent in theatncal ﬁlms Non-
fatal violence and fatal violence occur, respectively, in-91 and 61 percent: of the total _
“sample. Seven of the eight curse words coded are present at least once in more than half of
. the sample, with “goddamn” the most commonly used (84 percent). The word “fuck™
_occurs at least once in 54 percent of the films, but it is the most frequently used in any one .
film. Twenty ~four films (3 percent of the sample) mention the word over 100 times.

Drugs and sex portrayals are rnuch less frequent §curr1ng in not more than 37 and 38 |
rpercent respectwely, of the sample :

Note the abrupt decrease in the portrayal of. alcohol from 1991 to- 1994 (see F1gure 2) Is it
-due 1o the way the item was coded in ERR? Or does.it reflect a real cnange in portrayais TH
so, what could be the 1easons for the change‘? S

: Fernale nudlty of the different kinds of sex portrayals, is the most orevalent Itis h1ghly
and 31gn1flcantly ass001ated with portrayals of illicit drugs (see Table 3)

Table 2 - Genres are grouped mto five main categorles drama (drama melodrama,
‘historical drama, war drama, romantic drama), comedy (comedy, romantic comedy),
action/thriller (action, thrlller western, mystery, horror, spy; war film, scienée fiction),

*/ documentary (documentary, historical, biography, ballet, musical, concert), and anrmatlon.

_ Drarnauc fﬂms constitute the b1ggest bulk of the sample 43 %)

From the table it is apparent that a 81gnf1cant part of the films shown in theaters are for. -
- adults. R-rated movies take up 44 percent of the sample almost twice as much as the next
highest group of films, PG13. Movies for general viewing (G) make up only three percent
~of film productlons dunng the 1991-1994- per1od and th1s proport1on does not vary after

1991



Table 1 -

Violence,

Tuds,;

Saw, and

vulgar

YEAR

1991

1992

1993

1944

TOTAL

Vinlence
o Nonsfatal

i i

Prugs
Alcchol
licn
Tobacco
Presqribed drugs
oOTC

J4%

“

262 245 152
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Sex
Fernale nudity 413 360 7T 36.8 379
Graphue gex PR 19,8 208 9.6 223
Male pudity {e 16.0 155 i7.8 16.4
Rape 440 4.2 4.5 4.6 4.3
Homosexuatity - Pl 16 0.7 17
Vulgar
Language
Gededamn 21A 1.0 53 247 5.7
Hell 742 74K 92 BN Fé.6
Shit Feb B 0 4% .0 71 729
Daran 533 698 Ll 757 GR.8
ASS BR 1 h7.& 60D LI 6d 9
Bitch 332 RN 527 332 5.0
Puck B0 350 S35 52.6 S48
Basard 403 4301 27 R 40,2
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Table 2 - Genres

and MMPA Ratings

by Year

YEAR

TOTAL

19491 1992 1993 1994
N= 248 262 243 152 907
T % i . T
Genres
Drama 456 47 3 A50 2472 42.7
Comeady 6.3 256 273 2 283
Acton, Thriller 21.06 16,5 4.5 124 21 4
Documentary 3.6 A9 49 26 47
Animation 2.0 x4 3.3 2.6 2.9
Col. % 27.3 15.9 7.0 16.8 100.0
MMPFPA
— o Ratings - I S e s
4 472 156 REN 434 44,1
PGS 0.6 3.3 ERY 230 2 G
PG 61 122 19.6 230 171
NE i3.7 14,9 13,3 7.2 12.9
G 2.4 3.1 33 3% 3.0
Col. % 27.3 28.9 27.0 16.8 100.6G

Table 3 -=-

talaticnshis

Batwesn

e {
= S

M s

e e

Tiidgit

Drugs

and Tobacco) and Sex Depictioens and Bstwesn A'I:’I‘ and Curse
Words
ATOD
Alcohal [lieat Dines Tobasea
N= 338 140 43
s l';. f;:'(
Sex Depictions

Rape 373 T 1.0

Fernale nudity 429 Ire* 333
Graphic sex 2.2 343 2018
Malc nedity 19.2 22 188
Homosexuality 21 43 0.0

Curse Words

Fuck &4.27 AT 563

Goddamn Gl &* w9t 1.3

Shit 11" o ER

Hell %a 2" 290, 7 79.2

Dramn 744" 250" 60,4
Asg 743" S 75 0"

Birch 66 3" 42" 58.3

Bastari +4.7 47 9 179

* Significance of the assc
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fable 4 -- Relastionsghips BPetwesn vioclence and Drugs and
Betwaen Viclence and Sex Depictions

Violence Mean for Both
Fawal Non-fatal TFatal and Non-Tatal
M= 557 322 Violence
T Gt kA
Drugs
Alcohol 373 7.6 374
Tticit 178 15.7 16.8
Tobaceo 6.1 5.6 5.8
Prescribed dnigs .4 12 0.8
oTC 0.7 6.7 3.7
Sex Depictions
Femaie nudity 44 € 287 41.6
Graphic s¢x 26.2 126 24,4
e _ . Malenudity - 17 136 163 . }
Rape 34 4.4 19
Homosexuahity 1.4 1.0 - 1.2

Table 4, read: 37 percent of movia vial victence and abont 38 per

fatal violence are assooiated with dep
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Tablg & =-- Vioclence, Drugs, Sex, Vulgar Language* by Movie
Genresg

GENRES
Actian,
Thriller Animation Comedy Ductumentary Drama
194 26 287 43 IR7
Te: T “ T Te
Vielence
Non-faial 96 4 95,2 295 &8 91.2
Fatal 92.3 577 42.4 4.y &1.0
Meuan % 94.3 7.0 66.0 52.3 76.1
Drugs
Alcohol 361 134 381 14.0 41.2
o Memo 4% g0 121 279 A76 _
OTC 5.0 0.0 1.6 0.0 3.0
Tobacco 7 11.5 47 3! 4.7
Prescribed 1.6 0,0 1.2 0.0 1.8
Mean % 12.9 .4 11.% 5.4 13.7
Sex Depictions
Female audity 474 11.5 261 32.6 43.4
Graphic sex 216 0.0 210 2.3 271
Male nudity 133 7.7 &0 14.0 207
Rape 4.1 0 2.0 2.3 6.5
Homiesexuakin o 0 3.2 i3 2.8
Mean % 16.7 3.8 13,3 10.7 20.1
Vulgar words
ass 758 3.8 ) 416 64.6
bastard 49,9 38 374 233 42,1
bich 71 00 S6.E 209 53.2
damn 76.3 7.7 73z 46.5 687
fuck 706 {0 47,8 419 36.1
goddamn 23 15.4 287 628 85.0
heil B25 7.7 §2.9 5.1 76.2
shit §2.5 7.1 751 N2 73.4
Mean % 74.3 5.8 66.1 43.3 6:4.9
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Tahle € ~-- MMNPA XRatings by Geores

MMPEA GENRES
RATINGS
Action,
Thriller Animatien Comedy Documentary Drama
194 26 287 43 387
% T & To e
G 0.5 9.2 0.8 7.0 0.5
NR 2.6 192 6.2 358 17.3
PG 11.8 11.5 28.0 11.6& 12.4
PGi3 12.4 0.0 39.7 7.0 20.4
R 727 0.0 25.3 18.6 48.1
28.3 4.7 42.7

COL., % 21.4 2.9

Gross Profits and Popularity of Films among Teenagers

Corveiation betwsern gross prefits (GROSZ) and popularity
a3 r = ,31: = G103, wath nsa7.
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Note: Vulgarity is measured in twe wavs. One measvre looks at each curse word in terms of {s presence or
ahsence in a movie. Here the measurs 15 the Perisntage of movics in which the curse word is used (figures
Ta. 1b. 1¢). Angther way to measure vulgarity s w m{c the maan numher of words of a particular categ
present in @ movie. This measura s the basis of the “vulganity index” and a component of the "VDEV
Iadex” (figures 2 and 3,

Bi-word
A-word
Curze Words
O-word
S-word

H-word

G-word

Fig. la. Percentags oL

All the above curse words, excepting ™t 4
analyzed. “Goddamn”™ is the most commen, pr:sc*u §r1 about -ﬁd ;:-* roent of the movies,

The F-word is the most heavily vsed & ¢, It is presemt more than 100 umes in
twenty-four movies {3%). {Note what thaw

(Mote: Here the mere presence of a valgar word ina £l
of the word,)

s more important than the number of ocourences
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M- Viglenoe

TF Drugs

v Bex O Vulgar language

100 +
80 4
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Apimation

Arigs,

Comedy Documentary Drama

Film Genres

sex, and vulgar language in

. Violence

L1 Drugs

s
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20
0
60

Y% 50
445
20
20 .
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Action Thadilier
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Comedy Documentary Drama
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Table T -- Curse Words

Film Genres
Fig. 2. Vulgarity ndexes of differers i1lny gerves. Each index represents the sum of the
individual means of curse words prasent in 2 gene divided by the number of curse

Curse Words Mean Medianl Mode Range std, Dev. Sum
Fuck 1233 1.00 0 KL LY 20,12 11186.00
Goddamn §.69 6,03 00 000 953 TERE.00
Shir 7.96 391 0 24.00 11.56 7221.00
Hell 423 2,65 00 42,00 5.21 3857.00
Darmn 336 1.8 N1le; 80,00 5.18 304600
Ass 3.34 1.6l 00 36,00 3.09 3033.00
CBiwch. 200 0 089 D0 JAZ00. . 362 . 1R800
Bastard 0.8% (.51 L0 18.00 1.61 20000
7 T
M .
e 5 4+ - Vilganty index n
a
n & "
o 4 =
f
3 4+ ,
M »
e 2+
&
C \/
$
[ ]
0 } : } } —
Acticn, thriller Anirmation Comady Dacumseniary Drams

categories. Index = {X of ass + W of bastard = ¥ of biteh + X of damn + X of fuck + X of

goddarmm + X of hell + X of shity/8.

! Cajculated from grouped data
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YDSY Indax

ED -
45 <+

oow e =
b~
o
I

35 4
30 +
f 235

L]

15 +
10 4+

Action, Thriller Animation Cornedy Documentary Drama

Film GGenres

. sex. drugs. and vulganty (VDSViin

Fiz. 3. Index of the amonnt of portrayals of violence
film genres. The mdex 1s msasu red by the means of the individual means of the percentages
of movies depicting violence, sex, drugs, and s u]g»’i 1aﬁguaga;. The means of valgar
Janguage, however, 15 computed differen wv. It is the means not of average percentages but
of average nuinbers of curss words prasent in mebum film genres (ee vu!garity index in
Fig. 2). Each mean is weighied by m ulUplva itbv 10,
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TV SAmeoses

TABLE I-A.3i: DRUGS, PRIME TIME, MAJOR CHARACTERS, 1978.93, 1993.94

Orink aleoholic bewerage
Shown as alccholic

Use @
Shown as addiczedd

[

Not coded

L&
-
s}
H
it
-

(e

et

Trneludes e
for either

e of eith

Includes vse of silther

e
S

wommm e e v a e
1888-%: Jona =0 1354 ToTAL
i . - -
gna 2,252 225 217 £47
% % % & %
fa .- oy . - f e s
510z 25,8 LR 20.4 17.5 w40
1.G 1.6 1.0 o 0.5 3
. - . n - - -
; &.8 ot 2.Z 2 2.7
o 2.7 5.7 0.0 R 0.0
- - = S
.7 S8 £, 5 3.1 a.7 2.4
- o " - " A
247 3.7 24,4 21.2 24,5
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AND TOBACCO USE

1578-53

DRTE,

DEMOGRARPHY OF ALCOHGL,

TABLE X-A-322:

MAITOR CHARRCTERE,

TEME,

IN PRIME

Rt ST i

TOTAL

33.7
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