The idea advanced by New York City School Supt. Calvin E. Gross for tecaching read-
ing to slow learners--cut the class size in half and double the time spent in instruc-
tion--has been working all year at Washington Junior High School in Seattle which had a
disproportionate share of slow learners. The result, says Prin. Frank Fidler, has been
improvement not only in reading ability but also in the general attitude of students to-
ward school. A year ago, in the first semester, half the students were suspended durlng
the first semester for misconduct; this year only 18%.

> Indjcations of a taxpayers' revolt were seen by the New York Times in results of
-school elections last week. Voters in 21 suburban school districts rejected proposed
budgets. Voting, the paper said, appeared to reflect resistance by taxpayers to what
they regard as 'ever increasing" school expenditures. In Pennsylvania Gov. Scranton's
office reported a "consistent refrain' in mail received there opposing the $139 million
tax program he proposed for, among other purposes, increasing teacher salaries.

> You can now take a home course in college English composition on long-playing pho-—
nograph records. The course, developed by the Institute for University Studies in Berg-
enfield, N.J., is directed by Dean Morgan Schmitter, associate professor of English,
Columbia U., and has a distinguished list of guest lecturers. After a trial run among
Bergen County residents it will be offered nationally this fall. Some of the nation's
top colleges, the sponsors say, have agreed to offer academic credit to those who suc-
cessfully complete the course.

'b Connecticut's four state colleges will offer an eight-week summer course to prepare
college graduates for full-time teaching positions in the fall. State Education Commis-
sioner William J. Sanders expects the program to produce 300 new teachers for elementary
schools. Temporary emergency teaching permits will be issued to those who Successfully
complete the course. : -

Pp The profile of U.S. Commissioner of Education Keppel published in Education U.S.A.,
May 2, was reproduced in the Congressional Record of May 8 at the request of Sen. Wayne
‘Morse (D-Oreg.). Terming the article "most informative,'" Morse told the Senate he
wished to thank the NEA for publishing it and for "wonderful help'" NEA and Keppel are
giving him as chalirman of the education subcommittee.
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‘One way of appraising what people think of school teachers is to examine
the roles they have in moving pictures and in popular fiction. George Gerbner
~of the U, of I1lindis Institute of Communlcatlons Research has done this, w1th
disturbing results.

In 81 moving pictures produced since 1950 where teachers had leading or sup-<
porting roles and the love angle was paramount the teachers had only a 50-50
chance of success. They fared better if they left: the teachlng profe531on, or
picked a partner without a college education.

The Saturday Evening Post had 56 stories dealing with teachers or schools.

_Most teachers, Prof. Gerbmer reports, were represented as aliens to .the community.
in which they taught and often in conflict with the community. In none of the
stories did the teacher get a salary increase. No student got a public scholar-.
ship. No community took the initiative to build or improve schools. There was

no normal way of resolving financial problems of teachers, students, or schools,
When a solution to such. problems did appear it was llkely to be something like -
the accidental hitting of a jackpot. : '
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NEW DIRECTIONS IN INSTRUCTION

A broad outline of recommendations to be expected next fall from the NEA Project
on Instruction is beginning to emerge in advance of publication of the four volumes
to be published by the project. Its directors, Ole Sand and Richard Miller, describe
the seven major directions toward which the reports will be headed in an article
written for the centennial (May) issue of the CTA Journal. To be expected are 32
specific suggestions representing a consensus of the national committee composed of
classroom teachers, administratoxs, and university professors which directed the
four-year study. These will represent the teaching profession's own response to the
need for improvement in quality of the instruction program in the demanding years of
the present and immediate future. Seven major "directions" have emerged from the
study, Sand and Miller report. These are:

® Focus on rational thinking., Accepting the premise of the Educational Poli-
cies Commission that development of ability to think is the central purpose
of education, the project will urge greater use of rational thinking with
particular reference to decision-making about curriculum.

& Greater attention to khowing. The sheer bulk of information makes.it im-
practical to teach a body of facts to be learned. Emphasis should be not on
amount of knowledge acquired but on students understanding what they do know.

‘@ Potentialities of the individual. The impersonal and mechanical nature of
our society makes it more important than ever that the curricylum must be
differentiated to provide for individual differences.

e Realistic approach to social responsibility. Controversy is inevitable as
solutions are sought for evolving problems. There should be calm and ob-
jective discussion of controversial issues and the curriculum should pro-
vide adequate factual instruction concerning major social forces and trends.

@ School and classroom organization. Careful consideration of alternatives to
the graded classroom will be recommended. Whatever the form of organiza-
tion, however, there should be adequate provision for a close counseling re-
lationship between pupils and a teacher who knows them well. '

® Use of time and instructional resources. Recommendations are being devel-
oped looking toward utilization of educational television, programed in-
struction, and audiovisual aids. A comprehensive study and action program
to improve the quality of printed teaching materials will be offered.

o Research, experimentation, innovation. Only one tenth of 1% of total ex-~
penditures for public education goes for research, planning, and develop-
ment. There is need for massive research on instructional issues. The
project will recommend that each school system allocate at least 1% of its
annual operating budget for research, planning, and development.
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The idea advanced by New York City School Supt. Calvin E. Gross for teaching read-
ing to slow learners--cut the class size in half and double the time spent in instruc-
tion--has been working all year at Washington Junior High School in Seattle which had a
disproportionate share of slow learners. The result, says Prin. Frank Fidler, has been
improvement not only in reading ability but also in thé general attitude of students to-
ward school. A year ago, in the first semester, half the students were suspended during
the first semester for misconduct; this year only 18%.

.b Indications of a taxpayers' revolt were seen by the New York Times in results of
school elections last week. Voters in 21 suburban school districts rejected proposed
budgets. Voting, the paper said, appeared to reflect resistance by taxpayers to what
they regard as "ever increasing' school expenditures. In Pennsylvania Gov. Scranton's
office reported a "consistent refrain'' in mail received there opposing the $139 million
tax program he proposed for, asmong other purposes, increasing teacher salaries.

> You can now take a home course in college English composition on long-playing pho—
nograph records. The course, developed by the Institute for University Studies in Berg-
enfield, N.J., is directed by Dean Morgan Schmitter, associate professor of English,
Columbia U., and has a2 distinguished list of guest lecturers. After a trial run among
Bergen County residents it will be offered nationally this fall. Some of the nation's
top colleges, the sponsors say, have agreed to offer academic credit to those who suc-
cessfully complete the course.

'» Connecticut's four state colleges will offer an eight-week summer course to prepare
college graduates for full-time teaching positions in the fall. State Education Commis-
sioner William J. Sanders expects the program to produce 300 new teachers for elementary
schools. Temporary emergency teaching permits will be issued to those who successfully
complete the course. : : :

Pp The profile of U.S. Commissioner of Education Keppel published in Education U.S.A.,
May 2, was reproduced in the Congressional Record of May 8 at the request of Sen. Wayne
Morse (D-Oreg.). Terming the article '"most informative," Morse told the Senate he
wished to thank the NEA for publishing it and for "Wonderful help" NEA and Keppel are
giving him as chairman of the education subcommittee.
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‘One way of appraising what people think of school teachers is to examine
the roles they have in moving pictures and in popular fiction. George Gerbner
of the U. of Illinois Institute of Communlcatlons Research-has done this, with
disturbing results.

In 81 moving pictures produced since 1950 where teachers had 1ead1ng or -sup=
porting roles and the love angle was paramount the teachers had only a 50-50"
chance of success., They fared better if they left the teachlng profe531on, or
picked a partner w1thout a college education.

The Saturday Evening Post had 56 stories dealing with teachers or schools.
Most teachers, Prof. Gerbmer reports, were represented. as aliens to the community
in which they taught and often in conflict with the community. In none of the
stories did the teacher get a salary increase. No student got a public scholar-.
ship. No community took the initiative to build or improve schools. There was
no noxrmal way of resolving financial problems of teachers, students, or schools.
When a solution to such problems did appear it was llkely to be somethlng 11ke :
the accidental hitting of a Jackpot. '
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