- STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
AT STONY BROOK

DEPARTMINT OF PSYCHOLOGY STONY BROOK, N.Y. 11790

January 25, 1973

Dr. George Gerbner

Annenberg School of Communications

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 R

Dear George:

Paul Ekman and I hope to do a major experimental field study of
the effects of -television in Micronesia, one of .the few remain-
ing "TV naive" cultures. Because of your own work we thought
you might be interested; we would also be very grateful for your
suggestions and criticisms of our research plan. A copy is
enclosed,

- If time prevents you from sending written comments, please just
call me collect. I'11 record the phone conversation, have your
remarks typed up and send a copy back for your records.

Best regards,

Roberé M. Liebert, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

RML/pcd
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'Paui.Ekman
RESEARCH PLAN

A,  INTRODUCT {ON

1. OBJECTIVE ™

In YWestern telavision socltetlies, such as the United States, Canada, Britaln, and
Western Europe, the petential importance of televisicn was not fully recognized &t
the Time of Its intioduction, We row have a better understanding of both how perva-
sive 17 Is in the dally [lves of viewsrs and how influential it Is on viewer behavior
and atTitudes., For example, !t has been suggested that televised representations of
aggression may Induce aggressivenessin viewers and +hat representations of prosocial
behaviors may, on The other hand, result in Increassd positive behavior, MNeverthe-
less, research on the effects of television is extremely difflcult and costly . when’
the medlum s diffused throughout a society and certaln key guestions may becoma very
difficult 4o answer, The magnitude and durstlion of the long=term Impact of televie
sion programming is difficult Yo determine because (a) 1T is almost tmpossitie to
untangie the Influence of television from other factors In a childls development; :
(&) by The time & child is old enough to respond To appropriate verbai and behavior- -
al Testing he usuelly wiil have seen thousands of hours of television; : S
and, {¢} -t Is Impossible o control the television diet ovar an extendad period
ot Time except with populatlons who are peculfar (i,e., institutiona!ized patients,
delinquents , etc.)s o ' : '

Qur primary objective then is to determine the magnitude and duration of the
long-term effects of television on the aggressive and prosocial behavior of chiidren,}
He will accomplish +his by conducting an experimental field study in a cuiture In
wiich Television has not yet besn introduced where we cans '

TSVUAY Calidieh wilh no prior delevision exposure K

=obtaln prefelevision axposure basel ine meastres of social behavior

-control the Television diet over a 4 +o 8 month period

scompare the fmpact of different Yypes of programming {aggressive, prosocial and

a controi diet), - .

2, BACKEROUND
Previous work in the U
secial concern since the g

:5.  The effect of visua] media on children has bsen a
3 "’
Slumer & Hauser, 1933; Chart
5]

44
ent of the motion plcture and the comlc hook {e.ge, .
ers, i933; VWertham, 1954). With the introduction of teles

vision This concern has been magnified. TV multipites the presentation of mediated

violence, making it avaliabie to more chibdren, more of the time, In more forms and,
often, &t an earller age than any of its predecessor forms of entertainment,

Anatysls of televislon fare suggests that the average young American TY viswer
sees, between ‘the ages of ¥ and 14, some t3,000 humen beings violently destroved,
With @ growlng concern about vielence in modern domest [c——and international-~socletles
more and more attention has been devoted +to tThe possible role of the mass media in
sthmulating or mitigating interpersonal aggression, Recentiy, this concern culminat- !
ed in an extensive research affort under +he ausplices of the Surgeon General's
Scientific Advisory Committes on Television and Social Behavior (1872}, A review of
those studies and the earlier iiterature was prepared for the Committes (Liebery,
1972} and will be sent later as supplemental materlial,
nof “the Surgeon Ganéral’s program, which included 23 resesrch

At the conclusio ,
invastigators, Surgeon Genera! Stelnfeld made ths unaguivocal

studies by varicus
statement That:
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Cerfa:niy my ;nferﬁrm?afimm ks that %he e |s a causa?ive
relationship between televisima violence and subsequent
antisocial behavior, and %het the evidence is strong
enough that it requires some sction on the part of
responsiple-authorities, fhe ¥ indmsfry, fhe Governmenf
-the citizens, (39?23 Pe B - :

© The Surgeon Generalls Scf&n%a%ic!@mw350ry Commf%?ee made recommenda?lons about”
the kinds of research still needed won #he effects of television, - Nofing the abun-
dance of investigations onuntisocial} bdhavier, IT suggested that there has been a

.serious neglect of possible learning ®f positive or "prosocial™ lessons. Through

television, Further, attentlon was c&ﬁiad Fo our lgck of knowledge. concerning the .
"long-term effects: of repeated exposure o standard television fare on ?he perscn-..

. allfy development of The chifd." (1972, Pa f%ﬁB

Prevaous work in TV-narve Soc?e?hé%a Ssmaiars have Eong been concerned abou?

~the -impact of powerful new media on so«ﬁe%yﬂ Empirical research has examined the
-lnfroducrion of television In Britain (z.g., Himmelweit, Oppenheim & Yince;-1958}
_and in the United States (e.g., Schramm, Lyle & Parker, 1961), Similarly, the

effects of mass media in deveioplng counTries have been examined (e.g., Schramm,
1964). A broad range of possibie influances have been noted and the relevant evi- -
dence summarized.{e.g., Atkin, Murray & Nayman, 1971: Goranson; "196%; Tannenbaum -~ { .-

& Greenberg, |968; we?ss;ﬁ$§7i) These reports !eav& no doubt that ?he impact’ Zs

powerful, 1f difficult to describe with the deslired precision. - The comments of
one member of our research team (Donchin) om the effects of television's introduc~

- tion into one: Micronesian cu!fure we{i describes the magn;?ude of the effect:

-..o{!urrng} The first year of ?eievi51ﬁn fins village of.
Saipan}] it was far easier to see the changes set in motion -
than in the Unlted States, where layers of wvariables mask

its impact. On Saipan, +he changes -in life styles, as well

-as In social and economic expectations could be readily seen, -
The confidence of the local people in mass essential services
was severely undermined. The hosplital came under fure-n“ﬁhy
can't we have a medical center?” The medical officer's style
of pa?ienf care was threatened to the poinf ?hey went on strike,.
M¥ny can't you be more iike Marcus Weiby?® Teachers, iawyers,
poHceap atl began to be Judged by the distorted modeis presen?ed
(in many programs. (Donchin, 1972, Pp. 7-8) _

IT is obvious fhaf many of The quesTions which may be most imp@rfanf have noT

~been explored adequately--or at all. " In the early days of television, the poten-

: ~Tlally pervasive influence of the medium’ was not readily apparenf both. theory. and.-

et e+

methodology were stiil primitive, and funding support was very.limited. Now, when
we have hindsight, the number of cultures which are still television~naive iS fast
diminishing and recent opportunities for study have been missed, Re?aTiveiy little
was done -In studying the effects of the introduction of television in Israe! (e. Qe

- Katz, 1971). However, Thomas Dunn and Brag! Josepson are currently s?udytng ?he
'effec?s of lnfroduC|ng television in lceland. Similariy, Jay Blumier and his
associates at Leeds are studying the infroduction of television into one of the

remaining Welsh towns without TV. Finally, Ekman and Harrison examined -the feasi~

bliity of studying the Introduction of television -in South Africa- (gran* from.-the S

Natlonal Science Foundation, -1971; Harrison & Ekman, in. preparation). A’ proposai

for a study in South Africa which parallels the study proposed here in Mlcronesta,. -
is curren?ly under review by The Markle FoundarEOn. -

s
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The fnves?igators who haw@_ﬁéiiaﬁﬂwé%eé i pywparﬁﬁg'?his prdposél“(Ekman,

- Liebert, Harrison & Friesen) hewe worked together botore In an experimental study  °

of the short=term effects of television violemce on chilidren, This study was

. -supported by a contract from the Surzecn General’s Advisury Committee on Teievisioh,j:

and Social Behavior (Ekman, Liebert, @ al, 1972). We awe continuing experimental

._ studles of. televislon effects on the benavior of ohildrens  Liebert, Poulosj_Nea!e:;:;
_and Rubinstein are studying prosocial programming on ohifdren; e '

o SRR - Etsmem, Harrison, and Friessn have a grant under
review which would aliow them to comitinue v study the facial expressions of the

- vlewer while he watches violesi programming, as a predicior of subsequent soclal. -

behavior (Affect, Altruism, Aggressies wad TV Violénce, i 24099-01), Liebert -
{Liebert, Neale & Davidson,'%ﬁ?ﬁ}*h&%W§MSf~$£b2§shed a bouk discussing television

" and social behavior.

- .In preparing this proposal fo study felevision In Micronesia we sere joined by~
Gwyn Donchin and Dan-‘Smith,. Donchid has spenmt Two years in Micronesia, Is currentiy. .

. a consultant to the Pacific Broadcast Corparation {vhich iz responsible for commer— -
<. cial television in Micronesia) and has been @ wusstitant ho the Micronesian-Congress. -
- Smith, who spent two years as-a Peace Corp Volwntesr. in Micronesla, ls a graduate -
-student in Communications at Stanford Unlwersity, and wifl do his dissertation this .

year “in Micronesia on the infiuence of Televiﬁﬁﬁgﬂééaﬁaigﬁs;ia:refrpspec?ive.sfudy)n:a

3. RATIONALE

Micronesia appears to be uniquely ameaabl@;?@'éﬁuﬁyg Since 1947 it has been a

U.S, Trust Territory and has thus experienced many inpu¥s from the U.S¢ culture,

There have, for example, been as many as 200,00@ American mititary personnel sta-

';"?iﬁﬁeﬂ‘?hére. Stwmitarty, since 1966 “there have bedn aliwest 3,000 Peace Corps

Volunteers--the heaviest per capita assignment of Yolunfesrs anywhere in the world.

~ Today English is the lingua francs of the islands., Onity Salipan, however, -has had-

any experience with television, When television womes tho e rest of Micronesia,
within The next Three years, broadcasting will be im English end taken directly
from current American commercial offerings. o e S

f}-“ Béfére?éommertiaf'%éieviSion‘iS'broughf'?O“Th@ rest of Mitronesia It dsistibl-»
‘possibie to detférmine experimentally its likely effeci on #he young, - it i T e

Outside infervention: in a society's cultural valmes fs & serious maftérb- in
The present case, however, the Micronesians themselves hawe izlready made the deci= -

- --sion fo.introduce television. . Télevision has already beem Saunched .in Salpanj.s oo
~ charters have been granfed for Truk and Palau; and a resoflwfton was Introduced in
- the Micronesian Congress requesting the High Commissioner of the Trust Ferrifory to -

introduce educational TV on Ponape. At present, however, the Micronesians have no

. guidelines for the specific type of programming they will seek (or aveid), Judging .
 from the experience in Saipan, the other districts will get ihe usual range of U.S.
- fare unless they actively seek alternatives. In an effort iw determine some of the. . .

possible effects of various types of entertainment fare on fheir culture, the Micro~
neslans have Invited the research ‘described in-this proposaﬁ_KSee Appendix'A)}': _—-

Through the research described in this application the Micronesians will have

‘an opportunity other nations have not had fo preview some of the effects of the -

kind of television fhey are now anticipating and-of-some of -the alternativess Thus, -

- 1'f the imited introduction of television in-the controlled experiment does have. . -~ -

_-adverse éffects and/or If other programming has effects judged particularty desir-
-able, the Micronesians will be in & unique (and perhaps emviable) position to

-38-.
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'  'deTe#ﬁfne.fhé_role of'é‘major social izlng ih?!ﬂence?énifheir children.

| soclety is problematics ‘Whilé The-ct

"~ Cléarly our intent in this study is not solely to provide information o the

Micronesians which witl help. them in phenning what to .do ‘about Tntroducing televi- -
sion Into thelr cultures. Our intent is also o use this unfque opportunity to "
study both the magnitude and the duration of the impact of televised violence and
prosocial programming on the behavior.of ‘children, Only in a setting where there is

‘no television can we accomplish our citjectives, because only in such a situation is -

it possible (a) to obtain a p?ééexpﬁ&ﬂn@.ﬁase!ine-measure,_ ~and (b) to contro}”
the television diet for a period of m@xﬁhs.fer'noﬁma{,'nbﬁ-ins?ifufionaJiZedichi]d;.
ren. We believe the findings will lhave basic relevanceé to the Issues important tTo
socfeffES‘which?afready'have:Tg@gVisﬁkﬁng_ﬁ" o S : S L
..We recognize.that generalizing fizem Micronesia. to an urban-industrialized
_ WYL Th idren we witl 'siudy ‘are subjedt to many of
Tﬁéjééﬁe'ﬁédié“ihﬁﬂ+s‘(raﬁld;?éinemqm;@S“thiééseﬁ”iﬂ“éﬁ_urbén;jihdﬁsf}fal'socigfy"anq.

'-zaisq-affend-$Chools_pafﬁerned»affér%Sﬁﬁmdiﬁ'fﬁ_fhe U.54; they are also the product -

of ‘a soctety which has very different ¢ultural values, ecology, etc, We have three

answers to this problem of how fo gerwralize the results we obtain 1n Micronesia,

- First, we are seeking the aid aadLgmsSib!e parT!Cipafion;of anfbrop§10§TS?s

- expert in the area of Micronesia In:wibich we will bs working, . We are-seeking advice’

cnéeu:~p?0¢edures,.and-Suggesfions-a&;ﬁefdafa'we-CGuiéjgafher~ﬁhich-wauiﬁ.heip us -
interpret our findings and their genenality {see Methed, Section 5c).

Second, we are'SeekEng'SUPﬁorf o conduct this s?ﬁdy in two different cultures
in Micronesia. - In this proposal we:'fave described and budgeted for only one culture

.because ot suggestions that we limit fie budoet. . The third part of the budget Jjusti-

~one culture, we will seek funding from private foundations for The second culture.

flcation provides & budget for adding @ second culture to this study. The costs w=ire

-not twice as high, because many of the: preliminary steps (preparation of videotape

programs, planning, fraining, visits to Micronesia) need not be duplicated. We are
seeking support for conducting this study in fwo cultures in Micronesia, becauses we -
believe comparisons of the results in two di¥ferent cultures will significantly aid
us in Interpreting the findings and in estabtishing their generality. If neither
of the federal agencies to which we are submitting this proposal undertakeés to
support the study of a second Micronesian culture, but does support the research in

.Th%rd,_We”are-ac?fver Seeking support from privats fbuaﬂé?fons”%o conduct the

_same - proposed siudy in §¢u?hiﬁfrjqa,_yhgre;phiydren_ingan”urﬁan, industrial culfure
-coufd-be subjects. Similarities in the findings from Micronesia and South Africa -

would clearly help establish that the Micronesian findings were not |imited to nor~

Cindustrialized settings. 11 might be asked why we are not here proposing to con~ ..

duct our study in South Africa rather than Micronesias There are two answers, -

~ Television is not scheduled for South Africa until 1977, while it is imminent in.

Micronesia; and political considerations make Micronesia a more promising place in ;.

. which to work and for which to obtain funding, |f the research in Micronesla is

undertaken, we-belfeve'fhaf'simi!ar_studEeS'will-be conducted subseguentiy in South
Africa even In the abSence of support from ¥,S. foundations. Ekman and Harrison in

- their trip to South Africa a year agw 4id locate a number of South African investi=
.. gators who are Interested In the resmmrch described im this proposal, The sfimulus
- input, viz,, the videotaped programss, would be pro

rided to the South Africans, as_. = ...

" would .advice on ihie methodological gmmdbiens encountered In Micronesia.

.._39_..7 :
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- Because we believe that the Mibmonesian researcis project proposed-here is of
fundamental value and of Interest-tip a wide number of behavicral sclentists, and
because the opportunity offered imi¥icronesia is one of the very last chances to -

- study English-speaking, televisiorswaive subjects, we have teken special care to - -

o seek advice. from as many of our ccillleagues as time allows. &s This_proposai'is-f

being reviewed we are seelng furthier advice and sugaestions from a number of
- colleagues., : e . oo o .

B. SPECIFIC AIMS

":Our:eim'is-fo-sfddy Thé 1cng~féﬁm'affécfsﬂof %a%é#isioﬁ_&rogfémmingndnf%he5
soctal behavior of children and, more specifically, o determine The exteént” and

. duration of changes in prosocial or zggressive belevior as @ tunction of whether

- measures of-prosocial and aggressive behavior, and

_;cﬁjid%éﬁfhévérbeénfvTewiﬁgféggﬁesgﬁw@;”pFQSQciai;@ﬁ‘mgu?ta?igfﬁgfémmiﬁgc S
 q'Depéhding7upon +heAiengTh.of the perlod réqa%mﬁéib obfa?é stable baseline.

i depending wponvihe nature of

the changes noted in the exposure period, the expasawrs period could vary from. four

to eight months. (This is explained under "contisumncy design changes™ in the:
Method section below.)- L _ _ ' _

| 'C. METHODS OF PROCEDURE
- 1o DESIGN | |

The central experiment of this proposal is card es @ 2 fsex) X 3 (treatments:
aggressive, neutral or prosocial television) X 5 asuremant periods:  pretest

and four subsequent periods during treatment) facterisi design,

. The “treatment consists of exposure to aggressityve, neutral or prosoclal tele-
vision programs in the public school classroom, ome~half how daily, five times
per weel, o e s : L

~All participants will first be observed for four weeks i#m order “to obtaln a
baseline on all measures. They will then be exposed o a ventinuous’ four-month
Treatment, separated into 4 four-week time blocks for purposes.of analysis.

]  Assignment, Assignment to treatments wil} be accordiag fo schools: two
-schools receiving aggressive fare; iwo receiving neutral fare; and fwo receiving.
prosociai fare, -Assignment to'both treatment and reversai or subsequent follow-up

- [see below] will be on a matched-random basis. {Neal & Liebert, 1973), ' :

"~ Follow-up and reversal procedures, .  After four months the neutral group will
‘be divided; some of these children will be exposed to aggressive fare and some to
prasoélalifare:$br'fourumonths,_.lnforméfjon,ﬁitl thus be obtained as to the effects. .
of aggressive and prosoclal programming on those who are no longer-entirely television- !
“naive. Likewise, some of thosse formerly\in—%hé~aggressive program group wil| be shifted

to prosocial fare and vice-versa; the remaining children in these groups will have B
television discontinued for the final four months, to permit an evaluation of the.
durability of program effects. Each of these prﬁmedures_sugplemenfs the basic S
design and will help to maximize the amount of experimental knformation which can =
be obtalned with a moderate-sized owerall N, B TP o

_ 'Con?ihgency'désiqh-chanqes;' 1 +he béséiine.g@fﬁod;feqwﬁfes more than four
weeks for stabillty of measures, and the. time remaining is imsufficient for The
- follow-up and reversal procedures,, then these will te omitted, We consider this

-40=
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uniikely, since we will have had four u
‘problem of obtaining stable baseiine
efther aggressive or prosocial: bahewis %%9# no signs of an asymptote at the end .

- of The four-month exposure period, or iF fhey show marked variation: rather than’
Cstability, the follow-up: and rev&r%@x§ﬁﬂwaa&ures watf be sacr;f:ceﬁ and The main
Treafmenf conf;nued ' - : .

‘%5’&% the previolus year 1o wérk on the
s aami%ar%y, if the measures of

. Further contrel procedures, i@aﬁﬁ'ﬂne %ase#%nﬁs and The neutrad- ?eIeW%s;on
groups-provide comparison base cmn%r@%g‘hmr #ssessing +he impact of atffer@nf ‘
-types of entertainment offerings. semment of the iwpact of Te!QVIsaon per-se,
“however, ‘remains confounded. with o e basic éeﬁfgn._ He will ?herefcre'
-.employ -a measurement controf group & vildren who wWiii be répeatedly assessed

fover the experimenla! period in. tive came fasham@ #s those recelving the Treatments,
- but who vili_have no exposure foz=sﬁmvs510n,- Itsofar s possible, these c&assrooms
m,w:i! be ma?ched Te The exper:men?a% @nes on “age: =% pmrziﬂen? demagramh:c varnabies,

'”;2c. PROPOSED TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

e . March,‘!973:' Ekman, Lleber? and. Doncham to wisit Mzcrone&za for zniTia!
contacts and set=-up. (Pr:vafely funded) :
- bs  October-December, 1973: Tra!nlng of om»se%e zaves?:gafors in U, Sn, snpu?
preparation begun., - .
€. December, 1973<January, 19F4' SeT-up-ﬁ@r ﬁasaérne taste
d. February—June, i1874: Baseline check; refinsment and modification of all
measures, o ' L '
e.. July-August, 19747 Input preparation comgleted, _
f. September=October, 1974: Pre~test--obimin baseline data,
Q. Novemwber, I974ﬁFeburarya 1975: bExperimental inputs..
ho March~June, 1975: ‘' Experimental inpufs reversed and follow-up completed,
i. July-December; 1975: Data analysis conpim ted and report prepared, - :

3. SHBJECTS

The . suchPTs for this ¢Tudy will be approxama%e%y 240 children, equai%y divided
by sex, rangﬁﬁg in'age from nine fo eleven years,. They will be drawn from six class--
rooms in six public schools in the one district of Micronesia. Gwywn Donchin made a
Trip to Micronesie in the iate fail of 1972, atter Ekman, Liebert, Harrisom,. Frsesen,
Smith and Donchin had met and agreed upon the outiine af the research prerusa!
Donchin explored. the feasibility of the study in terms of both locat accep?ance and
logistics, in four district centers: Palau, Yap, Truk and Pohape., “Appendix A7 - o
describes The support for the study from members of the U.S. Trust Territory Admini=-
stration, from district cenfers, from the Vicronesﬁan Congress, and the Pacific '
Broadcasf Corporation. :

AT this Juncture it appears Thaf Yap cannot be Censidered because there are
not- enough-chiidren to meet the needs of the design-tocated w!?htn feasonable

'  distance for the field .investigators to traverse, The most {ikely sites are Truk

~and Ponape. During the inifial visit to Micronesim (March 1973) Ekman, Liebert

and Donchin will explore in detall the selection of sites and subjecfs. The cooper-
ation of community officials will be sought with care, and perm:ssnon from famllies
directly |nvo!ved in the study will be secured : .

Chiioren in 1he age range of nine fo e!even werse chosen rafher +han younger e

 children, because younger childrén do not: comprehend the Engiish language well
enough To unders?and American felevasion programs. {Data on English comprehension
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will be avaifable on -each subJéc? selected,} A deveiopmenTaI Varlab!e, snciud:ng

-an older age group, was rejected because of budgetery constraints, We consider iT
“more - important to incorporate an adequa?e control ‘for the possibility of biasing -

“due to school=treatment assignments, and ‘an adequate.control for the effect of

simply viewing Television, provided by the neutral Trea?menf ?han “Toosacrifice
elther in favor of a deveiopmenfal vartabieo a . .

C 4, 'ST!MULUS-MATERIALS :

The design ‘of the major experlmenf requ:res that children view specially

: sélecfed television programs..of either prosoclal, neutral, or sggressive content for.
.oneshalf hour daily, 5 ‘days a week, for 4.months, Thus; for. each fype of coﬂ:enf
3lapproh;mafe}y 40 hours of pragraaming mua? -be: avaaiabieo : -

) presen?!y is, aired on comrercizl or: edu»a;ienaﬁ chanrels in the United States, Not

dnfatl céses, The programming wii!\be d?dwz:¥féﬁ TV fare -that-has been; - or

only do we aiready .know qome?haﬁg about the effects of some of this programminq but,
more Importantly, it will in all likelihood be the predom&nan? Teievssion fare fto .-

: reach Micronesia upon TV's ;ncep?son there,

Commercials appear:ng on the programs wi ! be edited out and reﬁiaced wi?h

available public service announcements chosen with care +o be as’ neutral as poss;ble :

and .inoffensive. The purpose of this is to preclude any possible objections: on the
part of parents to commercaa! content, a dissatisfaction fra*aen?iy volced by U.S,
parenfs, :

Our first concern, then, is to have available commercaaiiy broadcast prﬂ:agras‘ns.a 8

¥We ‘have &t Teast 3 sources: - e

4D pg‘ggrams already v;deﬁ;aped by investigatoers at the Annenchoa%-

//771 - of Communications;

{2) = library of programs maintained by the Paclfic Broadc casting. Corperam
tlion, which will be responsible for TV's inception info Micronesia;

\\\ {3) programs to be'V?dEQ?aéed' at the State University of ﬂeﬁ_York a? Stony

L

- ¥

- !

|

-k

\\\\\‘_ ‘Brook, agsuriing financial support.

,J

Cur - second requsremenf is fo be able fo say with confidence what programmsng is

and is Aot agdgressive, meutral, or prosecial in content. ¥ also mist heve some

prior expectation about the ‘influence of specific content on children. Efforts in

this direction have already been begun at the State University of New York at Stony -
Brook. under the guidance of R. W, Liebert and R, W. Poulos. In this regard, we have

been In touch with other investigators who are working on the same guesTions, and
have every reason to beiseve thet their cooperafion can be @@ﬂnfed 0N -

ﬁqcress&vo programming. Cf the thres: Types -of programming to be- emp!oyed

-aggress;ve tare will be the easiest to select because of extensive previous 1nves+{~

gation in ‘the area.- We will rely heavily on the past and ongoing work of George

Gerbner, Dean of the Annenﬂ@kg School of Communications, University of Pennsylvanla;f'

. who has offered the use of his TV library and coding. records, Gerbnsr ‘and his -
,_aSsociaTes have. videofaped one Tull week in Ocfober.of prime time. television. appear"--

ing during each ‘of the last. six years,. Employing s coding system they devised, ?hey

also have coded this television fare according to the amount of aggression, defined
as tnfended acts of physucal or verbai abuse direcfed by. one. human be!ng agaans+

.:.:”42_ ____;. .‘. :
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'anofher, From Thss efforT we qarammﬁ'mn?v %@%ﬂ?ﬁﬁw a@gremfhvm programs bt also
know what spec?fic kinds of aggpensive pr&aw2$m chhiidren fn ﬁﬁw UeSa view,_a

The aggressive programminm ?hai we Wik i &mpfow will consist of a variefy of..
‘cartoon, western, war, spy, sciewss Fctiion, and law enforcement fawe. These -
» d;f;erenf Types will be showm Bm e coms @*mworiion in which they were broadcast
In the United States in recerdl weans, #my Gndividual TV serfies known to be con-
-sistently aggressive may be presenied scowrding 1o ITS usual @chedu%aﬁ Thaf 15,
weekly show. wl[l be presenfeu e B weEl, wnd so ONL - : :

Prosoc:a! proqrammino° Cotlimg &F ??éévsS!on progrmms fan'prosoaaal content -

. has been begun-at the STa?eEJnsverSt%w off. New York at. Stony Bfook. . Following closely

-+ ing*a system. to code behaviors
Clowntand In o?her cui?ures.

. the methods employed by Gerbiwer,, Wisters, Poulos, Neale, and" Rub;nsfe&n are-construct-
that are freguently considered grosocﬁai both in our
e W 'havewcon?acfed ‘Aletha Ha Stein, at the Pennsylvania
" State. Universe.y “torconsult withi her on Th;s'wor%, sinos she: has Cﬁéﬁd chxldren s
prog;amc for prosocia! content, . : :

Behav;ors cafegorlzed as prosocnal include sharing, %@d@éﬁg otfurs, cooperafion,.
self—confrol friendfiness, and delay. of gratification. They appear primar:!y on 7
childrents spec;a}s and stfuafiona! comedies, such as “ﬂ@@w%rmip of Fddie's Father,"

cand "Famidly Affair,®™ By the tTime the Micronesia study ‘is wnderway, we'will have a
- litrary of programs for which we' know The’ Frequency of a warlety of grosocial:
examples. We will also have tested the influence of suchk programning on chi!dren g

sharing, cooperafeon he!plng, and so on,

Haeutra! p*oq”aﬁﬁfnqa Meutratl fare wil! be determimed I
both aggressive and prosocial con?eni in such programming ass
adventure, carToons, arc.

wtgely dp the absence of
it Ua?§@ﬂa} .comedy,

o De. DEPENDENT.ME&SURES

Three dependent measures will be employed: recording by %ra;&ﬂﬁ observers of
children's social behavior in The classroom, teachers' ratiigs of #4 weir students!
-classroom aehaV!or .and parent :n?ethewsb R T T T _

a. Classroom observations by Tralned observers, Theypriimary diependent measure’
witl be observations of soclal behavior, both prosccisl-and aggresst e, in the class~
rooit- as- recorded by "outside" trained obser‘verso {Outdoor ffree playy.will not be
recaraea, because most schools have no enclosed ou?door area; and «irkldren often,
wander considerabie distances.) These measurements will be gatheredifirst in a
- pretest period of two to four months in the first year of the projest, during the
last months. of the school year. (March- June, 1974). The purpose of pretesting is to
determine the best procedures, test the approprta?eness of the measurement (tems in
the Micronesian culture, determine stability of the measures, and provide practice .
for the observers. The exact population to be employed for pre?esflng witl be
determined after further information abouT the school system is obtafned during an
-eariy on-sr%e v&slfa -

The baseline data for the chiidren in the experiment will be collected immedi—
ately prior to television exposure, TenfaTive!y during September and October, 1974,
-The exact Jength of the baseiine period will be determined: by analysis of fhe pretest

.period medsuremenfs, 8s well as ‘analysis of the baseline parriod measurements as They .
are coiiec?ed We expect some instability. as a result of hn#roduclng observers and '
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‘television recording equipment into the ciassroom. Also, the beginning of the
school year may itself be'a less stable peried. Once matters have stabilized, .
television will be infroduced and the measurements of social behavior witt be - .
. contlnued:through. the television exposure perios {beginning approximately November,
1974). : : : ' : i R ' =

- Three types of social occasions will be studied.

) Regular classroom teaching.sessions: 2 ene-hour perlod before .and a one- -
hour period affer the Television exposure period, Depending upon access and compar=
ability across schowis, measurement during lunch hour may be sebstifuted for part of
- The teaching sessions.  Since there will be no T¥ during the baseline period, these

7i . two hour-long -observations. witl be separated merely by ofgoing c}as$ﬁoom_ac?ivft?e55_ 

- (2) Free play: a five-minute fred play period within the classfoom,

(3) Television wlewing: a thirty=minute pericd during which television is ™
viewed, . Since no cumparable measurement can be made during baceline testing,. data . -
-analysis for this owcasion will be soley across the three experimental groups: exposed -
- To different television fare,.. = : : S :

 Buring both bageline and TV exposure periods, messuremenys witi be gathered
 Twice a week in eacl classroom.  Each Micronesian observer wilii be assigred to two
classrooms, each off which wili receive a different telewision dlet, Thase observers
will be from the cudfure being studied and will have familierity with schoo! person-
nel and knowledge of the language. The Micronesian observer will know which diet:
each class recelves, and further he will know the exparimentai design and hypotheses,
As a check on observational bias, videotape recordings will be made of five- to tonw
minute samples duriag the observed teaching sessions, The observer wil}] know that
- such recordings are to be made and their purpose, but he wiil not kniow when a partie-
cular time segment is recorded. These segments wil! be scored.by other Micronesian .
observers (those assigned to other classrooms) and by the Project Director, Since
they, too, will have information about the diet and design of the study, which could
introduce bias Inte their measurenents as well, the videoteps samples witl be sent
- back-Fo the U.S., and Scored additionally by observers who do mot have such informa-
tioh, ’ '

It Is our expectation that during the feaching sessions the frequency and sallency
of activity wilt be such that the observérs can monitor the entire classroom contin-
ubusty, rather tham on an alternating time-samp!ing schedule in whithleaeh ¢hiidis . o
watched for one or two minutes. .The feasibility of this procedure witl be. determined
_ during the pretest period; 1f necessary, a time~sampling procedure @il be adopted. -

 Durlng the Free-play situation it probably wiil not' be pessible for & single-observer
to record all of the behavior in the scoring categories., Videotaps recordings of .
these five-minute wessions wili therefore be regularly employed, We plan o utilize
two widerangle cameras mounted at oppogite ends of the classroom, each recording “
onto a separate videotape recorder. The budget provides for videotape sufficient to
_record two weeks of behavior In each classroom. The measurements, by more than one
. observer, will be made within that two-week period, and then the tape witl be erased
‘and used again. A.sample of the videotaped free-play period will be sent +o the U.S.
“for scoring, again. To check on possible bias of the field personnel, .~ - ..

aa-
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Durin

g the ftrST week of TEIEVISimﬁ vzewlng, mhdsureJ ws!l be gaihered avery

day rather than Twice a week, The higier density of w&asuremen? is not economl=

‘cally feas

ible for The entire exposure: period, but has been provided during the

first: WGEﬁ because of the poss:bjl:fy o ?mmedxafe ef%ecfs ‘of the Teiev1s;on diet.

We ca
for the ci
chiidren b
“for- prosoc
room -behavi
in the Uni

nnof at fhas Time spec1fy The exac? scoring ‘items that will be employed
assroom observations, "There are o scoFing systems. in the titerature for -
etween nine and eleven years of age that would exactly fultill our needs g
ial and aggressive behaviors.  -We must also take into aceount that class~
ior of Micronesian chtidren mﬁah? be somewhaf dlfferenT Than Thaf found :
ted States, '

Nevprfhe!ess, relevant work cxss“w epon: which we can draw. AleTha He

Steln's. sy
- ’ﬂchsld*en“a
" consultati
Univprsify
" aggressive
his measur
correlatio
Tional sch
be.studyin
~group will
developed
years of a
in Kenya,
utifize Th

Qur o
social beh
gories Tor
appiied th
worked on
Chreghnent
“and Tonver
with Paul
of classro

Gur p

“fo ttcw;nga-

0y

stem. for ‘coding prosoc:ai @i
ged thiga Yo five 15 a stari
on, modifying for age and_ cu! <1 é;ffﬁrﬁnuesn irv1no Staub, of. ?he

of Massachusetts, who is: cnﬁ?wﬁizy developing observational measures: for
behavior displayed by chilzes aged seven to nine, has agreed to make -

es available to us whan he thes defermined reliability and inTerca?egeryw
ns. Jerry Patterson, Oregom Sésearch: Institute, has developed observa-
edules. for measuring aggreswise behavior in children of the age we will
g« Patterson has: sent us hiks materials, and nembers of his research

be available Yo us for help i¥ mesded, Bezirice and John Whiting have
observational measures of agmressive behavior in children seven To nine
ge, and have emploved those wmmswres in six cuitures. The ¥hitings are
where we have written to sealk thelr acv;ce and expiore whether we can !
eir measures. : : -

:yrassave ciassroom behavror of

wn tesearch team Includes peasowwﬁg who are ﬂyper% in the measuremenf of
avior In naturalistic seftings, Paul Ekman has d@weioped Jcoxing cate-
mea:ur:ng social behavier of adufts and children in. conversations, and
em in other cultursl se?*ingﬁ (Japan and New Guine=). Robert Lisbert has
observations and scoring of children's fear of animals and of dental
in na?uraisqfic_seiiings, Randal ! Harrison has worked on scoring verbal.
bal behavicr in doctor-patiest interviews, Wellace V. Friesen has -worked
Ekman in cross—cultural resesrch and Wlfh Jack Kounin in the measurement
oM behav:or in The U S :

Ian of action for 1he devetc@men? of the- observa?aabai cafegor;es is the =

During March, 1973, prior to review of this proposal, Paul Ekman and

" Robert Lisbert witl visit Micronesta, observe: ¢lassroom behavior, -and~

videotape short samples of classroom behavior in the particular schoofs
chosen for later study. Orlly short samplies will be gathered, since at

the time of “this frip no fumding will be available. Inspection of this
material, and the experience gmimed by Ekman and Liebert will aid in

‘planning ‘activities prior tw #he actual funding of This proposal,

A2)

- make a secornd trip to Micromesy
- .gator, gather more extensive
. These materials will be scrut

In September, 1973, if the proposal has been funded, Paul Ekman wil}

@, and with Dan Smith, the field Investi~
videotape records of classroom behavior,
imfzed by Ekmen, Smith, Liebert and Friesen
in the fall of 1973 in fhe_wman_ Staubls aa%egories will be available to.

' ;45% -
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us-at that time, and we a#amﬁﬁ Kriow yﬁﬁéh@r W& have coopera?son from :
- the Whitings, Modificatlions of S?ewh“”' Stein's, Patterson's, and the
Whiting's observationat sapring caﬁ&g@r#es will be made, In consulta-
- ~Tlon with all of these Inwestigators, who will view the- videotape of .
Micronesian classroom behavior. . Smith will be trained in-the use of
these scorrng ca?egorses, uTlFxZJﬁ@ Th@ v:deofape records, - :

~(3) “!n +he sprzng of 1974 dur:ng ?he pretest period ?hese SCOY ing cafe—
- . gories will be apnf:edwby Smith and the Micronesian observers. Ekman
will be in Micronesia for up to two monihs and Friesen for up +o one

" month, To work wah Smt?h in modlﬁy:ng The scoring. cafegories.

(4) . In The summer .of 1974, re!:ab;!sfy and intercorrelations of ca?egortes B
il bQIE$Tab!lshed Thrcugh ana!ys:s o ?he bnhavaor measur&d In. ?he
o — - —iprFeceeding spring. :

{5}, 'In ?ne faii of 1975, the revised scoris g_céfegerie#rwii%rbe_gppfiéd inooo
- ga?her§n§ the basoi;ne measuresug ' s T ' ' '

!n planning khts part of the. research project we have consuifed with a number
of investigators who have worked on observational measures, in addition to Stein,
Staub, and Palierson,.  These an waSeymour Feshbach {UCLA) ; ?osb Parks {fels Research
Institute); -Robert Sears {STanﬂard Univers i:y)* Var;au Yarraw (NiMdy, K

. o A number of }?ves?igafcrc th@ ra&sed 1he cons.d&rnai@n that The . frequency of
occurrence of cerfaln categories of. tehavior can somefires be so low as to be
problemstic in terms of data analysis. To meet this probiem Merian Yarrow has
developed some nom-experimental in-classrdom elicitation procedures for gathering
observations. Her techniques also deal with the potential problem that one or two
h!ghéy aggressive children within a classroom mey artificialiy augmen? the -aggres~
sive.scores on the other children, Her procedures permit the.collecting and _
analyzing of datz on each child lndapendenffy of the behaviors of olfhers, After
we have gatheréd cur inltial videotape recordings of classroom behawior in Micro=
nesia -bn-the-fati of 1973, we plan to seek her adv:ce ~about devising routines - .
simifar To hers fer use In This study. : :

Teachers® ra%inqs of. c[a¢sroom behaviors. Both prosocial amnd aggressive
,c!assroom behaviers will bé rated also by teachers, At the end of each day they.
Co= Wil fil] out a check-list for each student, :nd;ca?tng'whéfhe. the student did or
“r4td not engage im any of the actions listed.: Since Micronesian ¢isssrooms: reporfudiy
may contain a wide range of ages, it is possible That some youngsters in any given

room will not be subjects in the experiment, Teachers will complete the check~list -
for=these-chfidren, too. Teachers will be informed that we: are Studipingnthe- 1nfiu»i.+;

ence of televisice on children, but wlil be ‘given no other informaf%@m regardtng
desrgn or hypothesss.

The check-la st o be developed will present apprQX|maTeiy fifteen to twenty
,prosoc:al and aggressive behaviors, In this area, oo, we have prewvious work to
draw on, Seymour Feshbach, at UCLA, and Robert Singer, at Riverside, bhave employed =
check-{Ists focustng on aggressive actions in institutionalized adolescents. Ross
Parke and Leonard Berkowitz, of the University of Wisconsin, have deveicped simi!ar S
measures of aggression,. BuT ‘again,. existing work must be modified ¥o sult the age _
‘and cultural background of our population. The videotapé records of the classroom -
that we will obtala both in the spring of 1973 and in Sepfember, 1973 will be heip-"
ful, We will aiso work closely with teschers at the end of The schosl year, 1974,
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‘ky?g @f FaTlngS. “In *the autumn
%o use the compiefed check»!is?

obfaining Thelr suggesf%ons amﬁ &%ma
of 5974 parTscipaflng %eacmbﬁsﬁmf

c. Paren?al in?erviewso Jd%h@ugh s %%;5 Fimes we are constderlna paren?a!
interviews as a third dependent memswre, we are sware of problems Tha?_may-preeiude
the collection of meantngful data, We wewid ﬁﬁkﬁ”&@'assess Fwo aspec+é'?hreughf
interviews with parents: children¥s behavior af bowe and parental attitudes towards

socialization practices such as the- us@-wf Q?ﬁc#wriﬁﬁa But elictting the kind of
information we would find petentially waluvsble is wuit an easy task in an unfamiltiar

culture, |7 requsres a large expendiﬂnrb- e, skil in :n?ervsew:ng, ‘and consider-

able knowledge of the culture.  We maw ned have smé icient. adequate sfaff To carry

out this work.. s : : :

tweble in this area. .We have discuSw'-r
.“ﬁanfﬁiien, Eas?wWesf Cen+er who™

iy of California, who has worked
siwifias; Lucliie Newman, Un%verSl?y
eur specific site before we can

w2 need and can conce&vab!y

1973 when Ekman, L.iebert andg .

5 from Vernon Al en about. sp°c4fzc

has worked in M.crone¢za, Kar! He,def
_with Ekman and Friesen on' ether CFOSSM
of California. All concur that we mus
seriously evaluate the type of anfhromuﬁ el
recruit, This decision should be made I'm Sarch nf
Donchin visit Micronesia, We will thew abtsbs heln
anthropologlcad work sireadw.done In el mree, 4 specific anthropologists who
might advise or help us in this projeci. ' Gne paselieility is To have & graduate
student who is working in That area off &Vrmnﬁnﬁ}u@ Joein our research team on a pafam
time basis

3

ihand opportunity fo evaluate
ve do p!aﬂ to talk 1o the
imeeption of +the study, to cain
saenfort that they may have. .

During cur March visit we will alee howe & Firsth
the feasibility of parental interviews. Im any
parents of cur subjects at least once grrikew

“thelr cooperation and fo allay any feauns
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ftf'The&sign?ficance OFthfszgeseérchziﬁ two~fold:

i F?rSt;-if*gii}'provide'fhe'mrébdneS§am géopféiwéﬁhjinformafiqn which they © - =

may use at their own discretion in-de?ermﬁmﬁmg.fhel?yperf-ﬁroadcasfihg_To,bea :
in%roducad;jn_?heir'cu!fufe. In the "Ethics™ ‘section below we describe pro- "7
cedures we will adopf,fo_fry.fo'in5ure_fhaﬁ the finding of"?his researéh_wii{'f 

~be understood by key members of fhe_Communﬁﬁw_fhaT'WE.sTudy:31<= : . .

-,-”Secend;.fhis féSeérchicffé%%"fhe:possﬁ%ﬁi$+y fdfansﬁer3dues?ibns°imporféﬁfj'

' .To.alf”sociefiesfwh}ch‘are,veryﬁdifficulT 2 answer from studies gonducted w?Thinf:'f B

- sOcieTiesiwhféh'a{ready]haye Té{evisiOn. W already %now that feiev}sion'pro‘ij'
gramming has some influence on children butt It is difficalt to extrapolate from™
o +he;da+a~avai£api'Qabgﬂ#;a;ﬁympqr1cf_cruciaﬁ fssuege . T T cE A T

-'Whaf*fs:+he-ﬁégﬁiTUéézﬂf;fhe'é?febf;bﬁfeievfs?aﬁ*pr@gréﬁmiﬂg on:séciél.

~ . behavior? fs any ‘increment In'ei+her.aggre§sfve[ﬂ#'gfasoc%ai-beﬁﬁv}or,reia~ o
tively smalt or targe? . Does the influence seem raztricted o but a few children, -~ =

behavior, aggressive. or prosociatl, resulting from Tedevision exposure sudden

- or gradual, incremental in an- accelerating fashion, {w‘ﬁ§m§ﬁ§shiEQAWi+h_repéafed
Cviewing? Are such effects lasting, are they apparent after monthe of viewing,

~er-spread evenly or uneventy among many? Are the possible Changes In' social

-daiiﬁ@y'pﬁﬁsés? eﬁcéapr0g;amméﬂg7Esrremoved Oor progiramming content is.switched?

 We be!ieve the bésf'answers cag bé_ob?ained fhraugmf%%e shudy ﬁ{fﬁhi%dren not .

previously exposed +o tefevision, whére the program diiet cau be ceatroifed over

a long period of +ime. ‘Micronesia offers that opporfunity, and it may weli be
- s ; . ¢ P . .

one of the last such -epportunities. : : : : :

T S
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D?. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

The proposed research raises serious and complex ethical issues. On a-

cultural level, the study proposes 1o introduce American television pro-

- ‘gramming into societies which may have different values, along undetermined

dimensions. On a community {evel, the researchers propose to introduce _
television stimuli and research techniques which could possibly affect school
and family tife. Finally, on'a personal level, the research proposes to in-

—.Froduce teievision programming, in one case of a high-action-adventure nature

to chifdren who would. riot otherwise have an opportunity to be exposed to this
by television. R S : T

1. THE DECISION TO INTRODUCE TELEVISION =

The Micronesians themselves have already made the decision to introduce -
television, Television has already been launched on Salpan. Charters have -
been granfed for Truk and Palau. At present, the Micronesians have no guide-

- bines for the type of programming they wiil have. Judging from the Saipan
wexperience, they will get the usual .range of U.S. TV programming. The Micro= =
‘nesians do not know whether s+tandard American programming will have an adverse -
effect on their cultures. They do not know what type of programming might -
~-help them achieve their national goals. As shown in Appendix A, our proposed - -

project Is viewed by Micronesians as helpful +o them. ' - B

Through the proposed research, the Micronesians will have a unique
-opporfunity--a chance other  nations have not had--to preview the effects
of the kind of television they are .now anticipating. The findings of this
research.will he shared with Micronecian governmantzt ~fficiale and with
members ot “the tetevision Thdustry. Thus, if the {imited Introduction of - -
television in the controfled experiment dogs have adverse effects, the Micro-
nesians will be in a unique (and pzrhaps enviable) position to prevent adverse
consequences on an even larger and more sericus scale. e '

2.  COMMUNITY CONSIDERATIONS

We plan to establish a Community Advisory Board within the culture we
study, composed of key members from the community. This Board wil! be care-
fully briefed about our research goals and plans, their advice will be soficited,
and their endorsement sought. We will seek to utilize their help in making out
-detailed arrangements. We wiil meet with this Board throughout the conduct -
‘of the study, informing them of progress and seeking their aid where probiems’
~arise. In. addition to our daily contacts with teachers, our regular contacts

with other school officials, and our occasional contacts with parents, we
witl rely on this Board for indications of any potentiat community problems
‘arising in the conduct of the research. Finally, we will carefully and fully
explain our findings to the members of this Board, exploring with them the
alternative interpretations and implications which can be drawn from our
findings. Donchin has estabiished a similar Board in Saipan, and will play

a key role in selecting and arranging this matter.

3. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATIONS

The parents--of each Chiid-wii!-be-asked for consent for their child's
participation in the.research. Afl of “the records of sach child's behavior will "
be treated in a confidential fashion; only results pooled over-a group of ch?idren'
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will be shared with members of the commumity at the end of the study.

The material we will show in f“ﬂ-mﬂ%ﬁ@SSiwe programm;rg witt be taken fron
- standard . S television fare, which s @mns&derab!y tess violent than much of
that shown in the U.S. cinema. Chiilldiren Fn Micronesia do sse the most violent
UeS. . films, which are presented without the "X, PG, G" ratings employed in. the
U.s. fo tnform parents as to fthe presumably “sa*e“ audience. The fact that
children in Micronesia do see such films makes them more comparable to .S,
- chitdren, and somewhat obviates tha guestion of whether we are giving ch:idren
Ctheir fnrsT exposure to the aggreSSva-advenfure Type o{ pr@gram‘- '

4, PEP;ONNEL

- The Micronesians feel that .one of the main benefits éf this fudy'wit! ba
_*he Training that. mambers. Of‘?hERF culture will receive in observing aggressive
and- prosor:a%rhehdv;o. (beth regearch assistants ang :eavhersﬁ,: Bayond- the
benefits of actual: emokoymmﬂ;; these people wiil jesrn some ressarch skilis
which may be of use 1o ofher Kinds of studies of imterest to Micronesians., The..
Micronesians working on this project witl also hefp 1o maintain cur sensitivity
to any- unanticipated problems in community reactions Yo the research.

Clearly, conducting research of this type, magnitude and duvation, will
require @ sensitive apprebsal: and undorstanding of & varisty of factors in
Micronesia. Our own roesesrch *eam inciudes people with Sp@?!f!” expariente in
Micronesia, as well as people with experience in conduct ing research in other
cultural settings:

Donckin. has lived in HMicronesiz for an extended peri

&5 currently
working on various problems reiated to Tetevision progra 3 by %CFOH“H?B.
She has had the experience of establishing Community Ad “15“?¥ @“ﬂrés in Hicro-

nesia, She will be in ﬂzcronesna at lees? i!) Time during this project.

Horonesia, is marr:ed ?o
ion mssearch on
“time %8 Micropesia

) Smi?h spent two years as a Peace Corps‘Vo%unTeer in ok
a Micronesian, and is currentily doing his doctoral disser
television in-Saipan. Smith will be project director fult
on this project. '

Ekman, Friesen and Harrison have ati worked on research in other cuiturai
setrings, and-each will participate In establishing the res&avch proJecf and
An ?roubiesﬁoofing probiems on - the site if needed.
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E. FACILITIES AVAILABLE = |
‘Video equipment compatible with The”Sony 1/2 Inch recordlhg;équipmenf'reQUésTed -

in the budgef Is available at the University cf Caiifornia, $an Franclsco Laboratory.
* Tapes sent from the fleld wil} be duplicated onto the VYisual Information Dispiay and

~ Retrieval System (VID/R), This system of computer-interfaced videorecorders will

allow precise locatioi’ of events, and the retrieval of events, during ‘coding of. the
..chitdren's.classroom bahavior and free—p!a/. Such.precision wili be required when .
doing the reiiabzl%*y «checks on “the site cading and: when" o?her sample Podina is bexnﬂ_
cgnduc‘red . . ) e e L R o

: Also ava:lab!e a? The Upiversify of Ca!ifornla, San Francisco Laborafory are sTaF?.
~.trained In coding and the use of the videotape equipment whose time will be reimbursed
- from this project, thus saving training e;for#so Finally, the U,C.5,F, Computer Center -
will be avaliabie for usnin data analysis., = e

.  Liebert's and Poulos! work will be done hrough The auspices of-Public Sysfems
~Research, Inc., a nonprofit group’ focated near State University of New:York, Stony

Brook's. campus In Setauket, New York. The Investigators maintain en Ongﬁ§HJ %abora?a*yfﬁr

for studying TV's effects on the S?ony Brook campus, sc staff are already femiljar
~with the use of TV equspmenf° office space and access fo computer facilities are also
availablie _ ‘ - - _ o
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_ The proposed sfudy has roused supporT and 'Hﬁ@ﬁ&gf in: Mtcronesna. ThIS :
Towas The princtpa! f!ndlng of an exp!oraTory visift fie fhe sbfands in November
ez oo : : .

-!nTerVIews w1+h a broad ranse of admtn15+r&#:cr1a%ftc:ais elecTed Iegts-
“lators, community leaders, %eachers and others produced & composite reaction ...
that can be summed up fhis way: Micronesians are cuscerngd about the impact-
~of foreign, and’ parescu!ariy American cutture on Thefir own, Lui?urms. They. are
worried.& The study, they " fec!,rws!! help o give Tokrom 5 SO @uida§|nes for
the use and importation of movies and- #eiev:s*on'unw TG ﬁiues_fo_;he causes
of fha rising vzoience in the dt%ﬂrlcf centers. o U 3

The fol EOneng gives, In’'some detail, re%uffs off iﬁ?ervaews on Saipan,
headquar*ers of The Trust Terrlfory of The Pacific shands, and in 1he ?wo
diSTri”TS tentatively Jetec|ed a possible sites: for Tﬁe z*uaies.

i

_ Sazgaﬂ FHigh. CommEGSioner, Eard Johnston s e presidential ' .

appoinfee with ultimate executive authority in The Terriid Mr, Johasfon

. supports the. proposed study. He believes i+ wii!'be'em; _ Hefui for futura:
planning in Micronesia. - The High Commissioner and his 5 with which 1~
atso.met, urged that | gain full support from the District Adeinistrators in [;]i
Trulk and P@nape[ Under. g - recenx;y implemanted decentral fzation pian, these
officials have substantial--and increasing autonomy. Mr. Jdobnsten also ad-

wvised that local {esderships be azssured. lhaT the sfudy was mot in fact & évn,'

vice fo acqusrﬂ poéf?ic&* information.

g Cn Salpaﬂ, t alsc met leaders of ?he.COﬂgress of Micramesia. Severai key
figures from disfricts other than those chosen for the sfudy expressed The
desire that similar work be done in ?he:r home areas. : P
Truk. -Several Trukese leaders mentlioned problems of agdrassive bshavior, The
crime rate s high by island standards, youth are-discontented (The high school
.Was on sirike during my visit), drinking is a serious problem (bars we"u'cgaged”_J
‘on ‘some islands). Heads of IﬂS?iTuTions with pan-chrones&an student hodies,
e.g., University of Guam, high schools, assert that Trukese studsnts have the = -

most adjustment prob}ems.

I "discussed the s+udy in depth with Dssirac+ Admsn;sfrafor Juan Sablan.: 7. L.
He advised me that he and the district ieaderqh;p are at a loss as to how to
cope WtTh the rcs:ng violence; and that elements of the leadership then -
-meeting, were fo. cons:der The problem. Thus, he saw the study as relating %or-ﬂ*“
an immediate policy issue. " He redtested, and | gave him, details onthe
mechanics of The study and estimates. of The cooperation that would be regsired.’

from his’ s?aff

The authoritative speaker of The d:sfrtc? Iegislafur@” Hermes Kafsurﬁ,“_

" strongly s upported the study.. -The speaker is concerned algust ?he erosion of
traditional culture and authority, yet sees television as a msans to improve
the learning process and English fluency.: He requesfeﬂ %%a? sxx observers be
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“have s wealth-of information relevant to educational, secial, and economic . suw. .

“i'fhPauI Ekman

”ﬁ fraaned dLring The sTudy so that each mrea in the 53%@@% have a new resource -
_person at.the study's compief:on. This waqw@s% had z polifical purpose, as.
i ﬁ:well as. a manpower Traln;ng rationale. ﬁmf&rw|%§and é;vairses are |nTense.:

Chubmu Nimwes, Director. of Educafkﬁn ?@r'ﬁ?uk says he is "eXCIfed” by

f““fhe study. -He has been lobbying for a federat gzanf to study ‘the introduction
Jof TV,  Nimwes assured me that parenTS and feschers would Locperafe. He -asked .

I that equipment ‘be left with his department which is dESperafeiy shor? of
':jequ;pmenf for teacher fratnlng and spec;a! @rograms ' -

oo ' FUJITa Bos sy, The mayor and high. chlef @f Thg disfrxcf cenfer island

asked, "Would the study: change. its objectives mid-course without consuiflng , :
. me or other feaders?" | assured him that 1F wir § o mu? ank %naf iocoi parfxcnw-g
. paflan was esserfaal ?o 1he s?mdy ' : '

tecause they view

: These and o?ner feaders were a#fracfed %o il :
television as a two-edged sword.  On the one hand, fear that, like the

“movies, television could. spawn vrofence ' On tihe oiter band, they see it as ;
a way of - geT?:ng "The kids off “the sfreef“ and: ﬂmpsu%mpg fanguage. : .

! also met !anguage SpectaiiSTS OTher educ@ua“s” nusﬁﬁessmen and communafy.f’
"serv;ce groups.. All were.. nn*hutlasftc about tie S%Buv :

L Ponage,‘ ThiS'dss?raCT has a reputation far S@Cﬁ%? TR . However,

_drinking has become 2 problem and violence is spirailing. #Agein, the movies

. are blamed. = The: ?oaapeans are not as eager as fhe Trukess o acquire TV, but
The Cowmdnafy College of Micronesia, which is lecatwd fn the district, has

been expioring the possibility. Al{ the leaders with whom i spoke agreed that

. television was inevitably going to come. They welcomsd the sfudy as a way fo
glide iTs in%ﬁoduc?ion. : :

_ DisTrtc| Adm:n;sfrafor Leo Fa!uum & Ponapean, I's cool- fo. ﬁommcrc:ai
- television and was concerned with the ;mpacf of the television fo be shown -
during the study. Would s demand be created, he asked. At the same tTime, he
agreed that tolévision was coming in the fufure and that the fssue was how o«
© its introductien would be handled. He concluded that. the sfudy would be
. he!hfu in Thiq rmggacﬂk : .

- '; The- speaker of the district legislature, Dr. Eito Harris, nosed some . .. L
penstrating questions: < "What happens when The study ends?" How would the iwss o

- findings be used without further funds?"  "Would local ifeadership be kapt Tt =

“formed and involved?” When the study is finished, | responded, Ponape wilt:

J:“piann:ng. ‘The"Field Investigator and senior staff. wouid assist in-interpreting .
.data and in developing applications. ~The advice and aSSISTance of ioca! leader-" -
ship wou!d be sought -and welcomed Throughouf the study... - _-- 3; : _ Tl

The acflng director of the Communtfy College, Rlchard Moore offered the
fac:!sfles of the - college for the study.

_ “Principals and feachers of the schools | visited we!comed The s+udy Along: -
5 wITh businessmen and other inhabitants with whom | spmke, they saw the sTudy a5 .
8 Tool +o guﬂde The regrefTabie buf |nth?abte tran51+q@m fr@m The pasf

o



ot _*Pau I Ekman

-'Suhﬁérx I+ is an efhlcaﬁ, £ wel! as prac*%ca§ amperaﬁsve fhaf +he JTudy
benefit Truk and Ponape. The teadership, which must be engagsd, (doas. not want.

to see the children "used." These leaders havée sesn oo many studies underfaken:_"

without their paraSCipaTion-—siwﬁ4e5 that proved to hawve Titile value to their -
communities. They are no? aSﬂJrg Ta be Pﬂga@ed in ?hnrﬁefafﬁ of ‘the. study,’
Cbut inids goals C ' S

The Pacific Broadcas?ino Corporation, which operates Thm one television
- station . in the Territory and is I{censed far two other districis {one of them

- Truk), supports the study. and has agreed nadt to fntroduce TeIGVt5|on in.any

;disTrtc? white the sTudy is in proqress . R N ., L=
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UNIVERSITY INTRAMURAL CORRESPONDENCE

TO: G. GERNER
FROM: L. GROSS
DATE:xkf 2/1/73

I have two kinds of thoughts about the Liebert proposal.
First, with regard to the implied relidnce on our tapes
and data, I have no idea how feasible this is, nor how
expensive for us. I Ilmagine that you will be able to assess
this sort of thing. Second, with respect to the project
itself, it smacks too much of the kind of simple-minded
experimental psych thinking which certainly characterizes
Ekman's work and, I suppose, Liebert as well. I suspect ths
such a project might well be useful to the Micronesian
gov't., but I think it is asinine to think that it will
tell us much about the effects of TV in the US. Their
disclaimer-caveat on p.39, barely scrathhes the problems
inherent in meaking any generalizations from data they

may gather to a society where TV is part and parcel of
everyday life, and has been so for over 20 years. They

are talking about the introduction of a limited amount of
TV, in a school-context, to a group of children (whose
parents, etc. will not be seeing any TV). The problem with
the design is that it is an unus@ially good "experimental"
design which, however, is best seen as a study of the
effects of TV as a relatively pure stimulus input. TV is
not a pure stimulus input at all, and studying it as such
stridkes me as an impoverished way to go about the whole
busineéss. It is also dangerous, in that the chance to do
so "pure'" a 'matural experiembh' is so rare that it will
inevitably (and not un-coincidentally) become high¥¥ pub-
licized and important, and it will be hard to make clear
why it is that its results can not really be applied to
any soclety like ours, where TV has become the central
communications channel for all ages and groups. I am sorry
that I am not on the review panel, because I would vote
against it.



Februayy 5, 1973

Dr. Robert M. Liehert
Agsociate Profegaor
Department of Faychology
State Univevsity of New York
Stony Breok, New York 11790

Dear Bob:

Laxry Crose and I vead your resesrch plan for the experimentel fiei&: study
of the effects of television in Micvomesis. 4

We have meny questions and comments sbout your very interesting plan. Most
of them have po do with treating television as & "stimulug"” rather tham 2
social instrnment whoge functions vary with the structure of the gociety and
cultyre in which it i8 ewployed. I hesitete to go beyond this genarel comment
either in writing or on the telephone; it would Lake wmich more time than we
wow have to orgauize cur thoughts and give you any more cogent cbearvationg

in the near futuve. o ,

However, let me caubion you conceyning your implied use of our tapes. They
were vecorded off the air without permission, snd cannet be used for bread-
czat or other purposes outside our building. Furthermore, the tapes are

on & quarter inch tape, and of 2 quality just barely sufficient for analysis
but not euitable for enjoysble viewing. You ave of course welcoms to use them

We ¢an discuss other mmm and qmstm when mm here on April 9.
Sorry we couldn't get together in the Poconos. '
With best regardg.

| | Sincerely yours,

GGikag . | George Gerbuer,
Profengor of Commmmicerions
and Bean :

BCC: ILarry Gress



